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Fotografías de la portada/Cover pictures:  
- Bandeado con alternacia de niveles ricos en lepidolita con otros ricos en albita en un sill 

aplopegmatítico subhorizontal, encajado en un granito de dos micas, del campo de 
Gonçalo (Guarda, Portugal). 
Aplite-pegmatites sill with alternating lepidolite-rich and albite-rich bands, intruded into a 
two-mica granite. Gonçalo pegmatitic field (Guarda, Portugal). 

- Foto de microscopo de luz transmitida de cristales de moscovita litinífera de la mina Feli 
(Campo Fregeneda-Almendra, Salamanca) 
Microphotograph of fan-shaped Li-muscovite crystals from the Feli open-pit (Fregeneda-
Almendra pegmatite field, Salamanca, Spain). 
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FIELD LOCATIONS 
 

- Locality 1: Fregeneda-Almendra aplite-pegmatite field 
(Salamanca, Spain) 

 
Stop 1 (12th of September, afternoon) Feli open pit 
 
Stop 4 (14th of September, morning) Alberto I open-pit 

 
 
- Locality 2: The Senhora da Assunçao beryl-phosphate 
pegmatites (Sátão, Portugal) 

 
Stop 2 (13th of September, morning) 

 
 

- Locality 3: Gonçalo aplite-pegmatite field (Guarda-Belmonte, 
Portugal) 

 
Stop 3 (13th of September, afternoon) 
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Field locations  
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Itinerary for the whole field-trip 
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PROGRAM 
 

SEPTEMBER 12TH 
 
15:00-16:00 -  Reception at the Hotel Oca Aldeaduero (Salto de 
Saucelle, Salamanca) 
 
16:15 - Departure from the Hotel to Stop 1 (≈30 km, 45 min + ≈ 
2km by feet on a steep slope): Fregeneda-Almendra aplite-
pegmatite field (Salamanca, Spain), FELI OPEN PIT  
 
20:15 - Introductory conferences: 

• Dr. Carlos Villaseca (UCM): “Clasificación de los granitos 
de la ZCI” 

• Dr. Encarnación Roda (EHU): “Introducción sobre las 
pegmatitas de la ZCI” 

• Dr. Romeu Vieira (Universidade do Porto y Consultor 
Independente especialista en mineralizaciones de Li): "A 
Fregeneda-Almendra como possível fonte de lítio - 
petalite, espodumena ou lepidolite?" 

 
21:30: Dinner 

------------------------------------------- 
 

SEPTEMBER 13TH 

 
08:00 - Departure from the Hotel to Stop 2 (trip by bus, ≈154km, 
2h40min)  
 
09:45 (Portuguese time) - Arrival to Stop 2 and visit to the 
SENHORA DA ASSUNÇAO BERYL-PHOSPHATE PEGMATITES 
(Aldeia Nova, Sátão, Portugal) 
 
12:15 (Portuguese time) - Departure from Stop 2 and Trip to 
Stop 3 (≈100km; 1h30min), with a stop on the way for lunch 
(“pic-nic”).  
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14:45 (Portuguese time) - Visit to GONÇALO APLITE-
PEGMATITE FIELD (Guarda-Belmonte, Portugal) 
 
17:15 (Portuguese time) - Departure to the hotel (≈141 km, 2h) 
 
20:45 – Students conferences: 

• Dr. Fernando Colombo (CONICET-Universidad Nacional 
de Córdoba, Argentina): "Cristaloquímica de fosfatos 
pegmatíticos: un estudio con microsonda de electrones y 
difracción de rayos X de monocristal a través del 
sustrato (tts-micro-XRD)". 

• Idoia Garate Olave (Universidad del País Vasco 
UPV/EHU): "Evolución del sistema granito-pegmatita de 
Tres Arroyos (Badajoz) documentado por las variaciones 
composicionales del cuarzo" 

• Jon Errandonea (Universidad del País Vasco UPV/EHU): 
"Petrología de granitoides alóctonos peraluminosos con 
cordierita. Ejemplo: el plutón de Sierra Bermeja (Zona 
Centro Ibérica)" 

 
21:30: Dinner 
 

------------------------------------------- 
 

SEPTEMBER 14TH 
 
08:30 - Departure from the Hotel to Stop 4 (≈26 km, 35 min + ≈ 
1km by feet on a steep slope): Fregeneda-Almendra aplite-
pegmatite field (Salamanca, Spain), ALBERTO I OPEN PIT  
 
11:30 – Departure to Aldeadavila de la Rivera (≈ 63 km, 

1h10min)  
 
13:00 - Trip along the Duero river (≈1h30min) 
14:30 - Lunch at “El Zebadero” restaurant and end of the field-

trip.  
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THE PEGMATITES FROM THE CENTRAL IBERIAN ZONE 
 

Introduction 
Pegmatites are relatively common in the Central Iberian Zone (CIZ) of the Iberian Massif, 
in a NNW-SSE striking belt, ≈500 km long and ≈150 km wide, being particularly abundant 
in the provinces of Salamanca, Cáceres, Pontevedra, south of Zamora and north of 
Badajoz in Spain, and in the Viana do Castelo, Porto, Vila Real, Guarda, Castelo Branco 
and Viseu districts in Portugal (Fig. 1, Table 1) (Roda-Robles et al., 2016). These 
pegmatites are often barren, with none or just a slight enrichment in incompatible 
elements. However, rare-element pegmatites, mainly enriched in 
Li±F±P±Nb±Ta±Sn±Be±B may be also locally abundant. The pegmatites exhibit varying 
degrees of evolution and can show distinct patterns of regional zonation. In some cases 
these pegmatites form a pegmatite field around a granitic body. This is the case for the Li-
Sn-rich Fregeneda-Almendra aplite-pegmatite field (Salamanca-Guarda) (Roda et al. 
1999; Vieira et al. 2011), the Barroso-Alvão field (Northern Portugal) (Lima, 2000; Martins 
et al., 2012), and the Tres Arroyos field (Badajoz) (Garate-Olave et al., 2017), among 
others. In other cases, Li-rich aplite-pegmatitic facies are observed in the marginal and/or 
apical parts of leucogranites, as in the Pinilla de Fermoselle pegmatite (Zamora) (Roda-
Robles et al., 2012b) and the Castillejo de Dos Casas cupola (Roda-Robles et al., 2015). 
Lithium enrichment can also occur in the intermediate zones of coarse-grained beryl-
phosphate pegmatites, usually hosted by granites, such as the Cañada (Salamanca) 
(Roda et al., 2004) and Mangualde (Viseu) (Carvalho and Farinha, 2004) pegmatites. 
Geological and mineralogical data indicate that all these types of pegmatites belong to a 
metallogenetic province related to the Variscan orogeny. Field, geochemical and structural 
relationships, as well as the available geochronological data (Roda-Robles et al., 2009), 
indicate that the origin of the pegmatites is most probably related to the major Variscan 
granitic magmatism occurring between 320 and 290 Ma. The crystallization of the residual 
melts generated by high degrees of fractional crystallization of P-rich and Ca-poor, S-type, 
highly peraluminous granites is the most likely origin for most of the Li-richest bodies from 
the CIZ (Roda-Robles et al., 2016; Roda-Robles et al., submitted).  
 
The Regional Geology of the Central Iberian Zone 
The CIZ constitutes the westernmost region of the Variscan European Belt. It is composed 
of metasedimentary rocks in a great extent. In the southern CIZ (S-CIZ), Neoproterozoic to 
Early Cambrian define a thick succession of shales and sandstones with scarce 
interlayered volcanoclastic rocks (up to 11,000 m), known as the Schist-Greywacke 
Complex (SGC). The correlative metasedimentary sequences of the northern CIZ (N-CIZ) 
are chemically different to the SGC, being richer in LILE, REE and some HFSE, and 
having lower P contents. The CIZ is characterized by a large volume of syn- to post-
tectonic granitic intrusions outcropping from central to NW Iberian Peninsula. The 
progressive thermal maturity of the orogenically thickened crust combined with the change 
from a compressional to a transtensional/transpressional regime resulted in extensive 
crustal melting (e.g., Bea et al., 1999; Dias et al., 2002). The CIZ granite magmatism is 
mostly late- to post-kinematic with respect to the regional D3 phase. Thus, CIZ granites 
intrude after the main phases of ductile deformation, which are coeval with migmatization 
and low-pressure/high temperature M2 metamorphism in some CIZ sectors. According to 
their emplacement ages, the CIZ granites have been classified as syn-D3 (320-310 Ma), 
late-D3 (310-306 Ma) and post-D3 (305-290 Ma) (e.g., Dias et al., 1998). According to 
Villaseca (2011) the granitic rocks from the CIZ can be grouped into five geochemically 
different series: (1) two-mica peraluminous leucogranites (S1); (2) P-rich highly 
peraluminous granites (S2); (3) P-poor moderately peraluminous granites (S3); (4) 
moderately to low peraluminous granites (S4); and (5) I-type low peraluminous granites (I). 
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Fig. 1: Schematic geological map of the Central Iberian Zone (CIZ) and the Galicia-Trás-Os Montes Zone 
(GTMZ) (Spain and Portugal) (modified from Martinez-Catalán et al., 2004, with the permission of the SGE 
and authors) with the location of the different Li-mineralization. Numbers as in Table 1 (Roda-Robles et al., 
2016). 
 
General Geology of the Pegmatites 
Pegmatites are rocks commonly characterized by their coarse, sometimes giant grain size, 
and often by an internal zoning with the development of a massive quartz-core, 
intermediate(s) zone(s) and a wall zone, in the simplest case. Pegmatitic bodies showing 
these features are common in the CIZ, as for example the Puentemocha pegmatite 
(Salamanca, Spain) (Roda-Robles et al., 2012b) or the Senhora da Assunção pegmatite 
(Viseu, Portugal) (Trabulo et al., 1995; Roda-Robles et al. 2014). These are Be-P-rich 
pegmatites, belonging to the beryl-phosphate subtype of the Černý and Ercit classification 
(2005). However, the rare-elements-richest bodies (mainly Li) occurring in the CIZ are 
texturally and chemically quite different from these more commonly observed LCT (Li-Cs-
Ta) pegmatites. On the one hand, many of these Li-rich bodies show an aplitic texture, 
frequently with the development of line-rock units. Coarse crystals are also common, but 
usually smaller than 10 cm long; and internal zoning of the pegmatites, if present, usually 
does not show the development of a core nor intermediate zones. On the other hand, the 
Li-richest bodies usually show an important overall enrichment in this element, locally even 
with values in Li2O > 2 wt%. The main features of the three Li-rich pegmatite types from 
the CIZ are explained in the following (Table 1, Fig. 1): 
 
Aplite-pegmatite fields 
This is the most common type of Li-mineralization found in the CIZ. Lithium-bearing 
pegmatites outcrop in groups of up to one hundred dykes, hosted in granites and in 
metasediments. These dykes are usually thin (from a few centimeters up to 20 m thick), 
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and lengths from a few meters up to a 1.5km, with very variable dipping, from 
subhorizontal (e.g. Gonçalo and Tres Arroyos fields) to subvertical (e.g. Fregeneda-
Almendra field). Not all of the pegmatites in each field are enriched in Li. Actually, it is not 
rare that pegmatites display a regional zoning, where barren, intermediate and Li-rich 
pegmatites are located in different areas of the field, with a clear sense of enrichment in 
rare-metals mainly including Li and F, but also Sn, P, Nb, Ta, Rb and Cs in some cases 
(e.g. Fregeneda-Almendra and Tres Arroyos fields). Usually no internal zoning is observed 
in these Li-bearing dykes. The grain size may be very homogeneous (aplitic or pegmatitic), 
with crystals only exceptionally >12 cm in length; or pretty heterogeneous, with aplitic and 
pegmatitic facies occurring in the same pegmatite body. It is also relatively common to 
observe layered units, usually parallel to the contacts with the host-rocks. In such case, 
the layering is often developed from wall to wall (e.g. Fregeneda-Almendra, Gonçalo, and 
Tres Arroyos fields). In the simplest case, the layering consists of two alternating mineral 
associations (e.g. Li-mica + quartz alternating with albite + quartz as it is observed in the 
Gonçalo and Fregeneda-Almendra fields) (Fig. 2a); whereas in other cases there are 
different layers following distinct and complex patterns across the dyke. The occurrence of 
wedge-shaped crystals of K-feldspar that grow perpendicular to the contacts with the host-
rock and with their vertex pointing to the walls is also common. Mineralogy of these 
pegmatites is quite simple, including albite, quartz, K-feldspar and muscovite in the barren 
dykes, and spodumene, petalite, Li-muscovite and/or lepidolite, in different proportions, in 
the Li-rich dykes. Those showing the highest fractionation levels are rich in Li-micas. 
Amblygonite-montebrasite, cassiterite, and Nb-Ta oxides are the most common accessory 
minerals in all the dykes of the pegmatite fields. Overall, these pegmatites are highly 
peraluminous, with a high Na content, and usually lower K values. In the Li-rich pegmatite 
bodies, the volume of Li-bearing minerals may achieve high concentrations (e.g. up to ≈ 50 
% of spodumene modal proportion across some dykes of the Fregeneda-Almendra field). 

 

 
Fig. 2: (a) Rythmic layering with alternating lepidolite-rich and albite-rich bands in an aplite-pegmatite dyke 
from the Gonçalo field; (b) similar texture as (a) in the lower part, plus some wedge-shaped crystals of K-
feldspar in the upper part, from the stockscheider of Castillejo de Dos Casas (Roda-Robles et al., 2016). 
 
Beryl-phosphate pegmatites 
The beryl-phosphate pegmatites occur usually as intragranitic bodies in the CIZ. Their 
fractionation degree is in general lower than that of the Li-richest aplite-pegmatites from 
the fields. Main enrichment in these pegmatites are in Li±Be±Nb±Ta. Li is mainly 
contained in subrounded masses (>1.5 m Ø) of Fe-Mn phosphates, usually of the 
triphylite-lithiophilite series (e.g. Cañada, Pedra da Moura, Senhora da Assunção). These 
pegmatites show a well-developed internal structure and a coarse grain size. Main 
minerals include quartz, K-feldspar, plagioclase, beryl, muscovite, biotite, with schorl, Nb-
Ta-oxides and apatite as minor or accessory phases. The shape of these bodies goes 

g

e
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from tabular to turnip-shaped. Similarly to the rest of the Li-rich pegmatites, these are 
peraluminous rocks, with high Na contents, and with the highest K values. The overall 
chemical composition of these dykes reveals that they are the less enriched in Li, F and 
other rare-elements, as the volume of phosphates is usually < 10%. 
 
Highly fractionated pegmatitic leucogranitic cupolas 
This kind of occurrence is not as common as the ones decribed previously. They occur in 
the apical or marginal areas of quite fractionated leucogranites, hosted by metasediments 
of the SGC. The associated leucogranites are usually fine grained and enriched in B, Li 
and F. The apical/marginal zones are quite heterogeneous, including different mineral 
associations. The most common facies consists of a fine-grained matrix of quartz, albite 
and Li-mica, where coarser crystals of K-feldspar grow perpendicularly to the contacts, 
and topaz, montebrasite, petalite, cassiterite and columbite group minerals are accessory. 
Another typical facies includes fine- to medium-sized layered, subhorizontal textures 
(stockscheider), with lepidolite-rich bands alternating rhythmically with feldspars-rich bands 
(e.g. Castillejo de Dos Casas) (Fig. 2b). Overall, the chemical composition of these bodies 
is quite similar to that of the dykes in the pegmatite fields, with mean ASI ≈1.70; high Na 
(from 3.1 to 5.6 wt% Na2O); and lower K values in the range 2.1 - 5.1 wt% K2O (data from 
Martín-Izard et al. 1992 and this study). 
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Table 1: Localities and main characteristics of Li-pegmatites from the CIZ (Roda-Robles et al., 2016). 

 LOCALITY MINERALIZATION 
TYPE (country rocks) 

MINERAL 
ASSOCIATION* Li-MINERALS 

1 

Fregeneda-Almendra 
(Salamanca, Spain- Guarda, Portugal) 
 
Vieira et al., 2011 

Several pegmatites, some 
Li-rich (micaschists) 

Qtz, Fsp, Li-Ms, Spd, Ptl, 
Cst, Mtb 

Spodumene 
Petalite 
Li-Muscovite 
Montebrasite 

2 

Barroso-Alvão 
(Vila Real, Northern Portugal) 
Lima, 2000 
Martins et al., 2012 

Several pegmatites, some 
Li-rich (micaschists) 

Qtz, Fsp, Ms, Spd, Ptl, Cst, 
Nb-Ta oxides 

Spodumene 
Petalite 
Lepidolite 
Montebrasite 

3 
Tres Arroyos 
(Badajoz, Spain) 
Garate-Olave et al., 2014 

Aplite-pegmatites, some Li-
rich  
(metasediments) 

Qtz, Fsp, Ms, Li-Ms, Mtb, 
Tpz, Cst, Nb-Ta oxides 

Li-Muscovite 
Montebrasite 

4 
Gonçalo 
(Belmonte-Guarda, Portugal) 
Neiva and Ramos, 2010 

Li-rich pegmatites  
(granite) 

Qtz, Fsp, Ms, Li-Ms, Amb, 
Ptl, Tpz, Tur, Cst, Nb-Ta 
oxides+Zwd in country rock 

Li-Muscovite 
Amblygonite 
Zinnwaldite 

5 
Segura 
(Central Portugal) 
Antunes et al. 2013 

Li-rich aplite-pegmatites 
(michaschists) 

Qtz, Fsp, Lpd, Mtb, Tpz, 
Cst, Nb-Ta oxides 

Lepidolite 
Montebrasite 

6 
Lalin-Forcarei  
(Galicia, Spain) 
Fuertes-Fuente and Martín-Izard, 1998 

Aplite-pegmatites, some Li-
rich  
(metasediments) 

Fsp, Qtz, Spd, Ms, Mtb, 
Cst, Nb-Ta oxides 

Spodumene 
Montebrasite 

7 
Queiriga 
(Alto Vouga, Portugal) 
Dias et al. 2013 

Perigranitic pegmatites  
(andalusite schists) 

Qtz, Fsp, Ptl, Lpd, Spd, 
Tpz, Brl, Cst, Nb-Ta oxides 

Petalite, 
Lepidolite, 
Spodumene 

8 
Seixoso-Vieiros 
(Vila Real, Northern Portugal) 
Lima et al. 2009 

Aplite-pegmatites + 
leucogranitic cupola 
(metasediments) 

Qtz, Fsp, Ptl, Mtb, Spd  Petalite 
Montebrasite,  
Spodumene 

9 
Cabeço dos Poupos 
(Sabugal, Portugal) 
Neiva et al. 2011 

Li-rich aplite-pegmatites  
(granite) 

Qtz, Fsp, Ms, Li-Ms, Zwd, 
Tur, Cst, Nb-Ta oxides, Ap, 
triplite 

Li-Muscovite, 
Zinnwaldite 
 

10 
Las Navas 
(Cáceres, Spain) 
Gallego Garrido, 1992 

Li-rich aplite-pegmatites, 
(metasediments) 

Qtz, Fsp, Ms, Li-Ms, Mtb, 
Tpz, Spd, Cst, Nb-Ta 
oxides 

Li-Muscovite 
Montebrasite 
Spodumene 

11 

Serra de Arga 
(Viana do Castelo, Portugal) 
Leal Gomes, 1994 

Li-rich aplite-pegmatites, 
(metasediments) 

Qtz, Fsp, Ms, Ptl, Lpd, 
Spd, Cst, Nb-Ta oxides 

Petalite 
Lepidolite 
Spodumene 
Montebrasite 

12 
Puentemocha 
(Salamanca, Spain) 
Roda-Robles et al., 2013 

Beryl- phosphates subtype 
pegmatites  
(granite) 

Qtz, Ms, Fsp, Bt, Brl, Fe-
Mn phosp, sulphides 

Ferrisicklerite 

13 
Senhora da Assunçao 
(Alto Vouga, Portugal) 
Dias et al. 2013 

Beryl- phosphates subtype 
pegmatites  
(granite) 

Qtz, Fsp, Ms, Brl, Bt, Fe-
Mn phosp, Al-phosp, Nb-
Ta oxides, sulphides 

Triphylite 

14 
Pedra da Moura 
(Ponte da Barca, Portugal) 
Leal Gomes et al. 2009 

Beryl- phosphates subtype 
pegmatites  
(granite) 

Qtz, Ms, Fsp, Brl, Fe-Mn 
phosp, sulphides 

Triphylite 

15 
Cañada 
(Salamanca, Spain) 
Roda et al. 2004 

Beryl- phosphates subtype 
pegmatite 
(gabbro and granite) 

Qtz, Ms, Fsp, Tur, Bt, Grt, 
Brl, Fe-Mn phosp, Nb-Ta 
oxides, sulphides 

Triphylite 
Ferrisicklerite 

16 
Mangualde 
(Viseu, Portugal) 
Carvalho and Farinha, 2004 

Beryl- phosphates subtype 
pegmatites  
(granite) 

Qtz, Fsp, Ms, Brl, Bt, Grt, 
Tur, Fe-Mn phosp, Nb-Ta 
oxides, sulphides 

Triphylite 
Ferrisicklerite 

17 
Seixeira-Fonte da Cal 
(Guarda, Portugal) 
Roda-Robles et al. 2008 

Beryl- phosphates subtype 
pegmatites  
(granite) 

Qtz, Fsp, Ms, Brl, Fe-Mn 
phosp  

Ferrisicklerite 

18 

Pinilla de Fermoselle 
(Zamora, Spain) 
 
Roda-Robles et al. 2012a 

Pegmatitic cupola over a 
granite, Li-rich in its upper 
part 
 

Qtz, Ms, Fsp, Tur, Lpd, Bt, 
Zwd, Fe-Mn phosph 

Lepidolite 
Ferrisicklerite 
Elbaite 
Zinnwaldite 

19 
Argemela 
(Guarda, Portugal) 
Charoy and Noronha, 1996 

Microgranite + Quartz-
Albite-dykes with 
montebrasite 

Qtz, Fsp, Ms, Lpd, Mtb, 
Cst, Nb-Ta oxides 

Lepidolite 
Montebrasite 

20 

Castillejo de Dos Casas 
(Salamanca, Spain) 
Martín-Izard et al. 1992; Roda-Robles 
et al. 2013 

Stockscheider over a 
leucogranitic cupola in 
contact to the micaschists 

Qtz, Fsp, Li-Ms, Ptl, Cst, 
Mtb, Tpz, Fe-Mn phosp 

Li-Muscovite 
Petalite 
Montebrasite 
Lithiophilite 
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ABSTRACT

Lithiummineralization is common in the Central Iberian Zone and, to a lesser extent, in the Galizia-Trás-Os-
Montes Zone of Spain and Portugal, occurring along a ∼500 km-long NNW-SSE striking belt. There are
different styles of Li mineralization along this belt; they are mainly associated with aplite-pegmatite bodies
and, to a much lesser extent, with veins of quartz and phosphate. Lithium mineralization in the Central
Iberian Zone may be classified into four types: aplite-pegmatite dykes occurring in pegmatitic fields, Li
mineralization associated with leucogranitic cupolas, beryl-phosphate pegmatites and quartz-montebrasite
veins. The main Li minerals of these bodies include Li-mica, spodumene and/or petalite in the pegmatitic
fields and leucogranitic cupolas; triphylite–lithiophilite in the beryl-phosphate pegmatites, and
amblygonite–montebrasite in the quartz-montebrasite veins. The origin of these different styles of
mineralization is considered to be related to differentiation of peraluminous melts, which were generated by
partial melting of metasedimentary rocks during the Variscan orogeny. On the basis of paragenesis and
chemical composition, the pegmatitic fields and Li mineralization associated with granitic cupolas record
the highest fractionation levels, whereas the beryl-phosphate pegmatites and quartz-montebrasite veins
show lower degrees of fractionation. There are a number of textural and mineralogical indicators for Li
exploration in the Central Iberian Zone and in the Galizia-Trás-Os-Montes Zone, with the highest economic
potential for Li being in the pegmatite fields.

KEYWORDS: lithium, pegmatites, hydrothermal veins, granites, Variscan orogeny, Central Iberian Zone, Spain,
Portugal.

Introduction

LITHIUM is a relatively rare element in the Earth´s
crust. Its uses and, consequently, its price, have
increased considerably during the last decade.
Among its many uses, the high demand for high-
efficiency Li-batteries contributes to the increasing

importance of Li as a strategic element (Christmann
et al., 2015). Lithium (±Sn, Nb and Ta) mineral-
ization is common in the Central Iberian Zone and,
to a lesser extent, in the Galizia-Trás-Os-Montes
Zone, both in the Iberian Massif of Spain and
Portugal. The Li-rich rocks occur in a NNW-SSE
striking belt, ∼500 km long and ∼150 km wide,
being particularly abundant in the provinces of
Salamanca, Cáceres, Badajoz and Pontevedra in
Spain, and in the Viana do Castelo, Porto, Vila
Real, Guarda, Castelo Branco and Viseu districts in
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Portugal (Fig. 1, Table 1). The mineralization
occurs principally in aplite-pegmatite bodies
and, to a much lesser extent, in hydrothermal
veins with quartz and phosphates. The first Li ore
was mined in the Central Iberian Zone in Portugal,
for a short period during the 1920s and 1930s
(Garção, 1927), and consisted of material rich in
montebrasite–amblygonite from hydrothermal
veins. Subsequently, from the 1970s, lepidolite-
rich aplite-pegmatite dykes were exploited. More
recently, petalite and spodumene-bearing pegma-
tites have become the main source of lithium ore in
this region. Mineralization in the Portuguese part of
these zones is nowadays mined intensively, and
since 2009 Portugal has become the world’s sixth
largest producer of Li raw material (Christmann
et al., 2015). With the exception of the first-mined
amblygonite–montebrasite assemblage that was
used for alkaline accumulators, the main applica-
tion of lithium extracted in the Central Iberian Zone
has been in the ceramics and glass industries.
The aplite-pegmatites exhibit varying degrees of

evolution and can show distinct patterns of regional
zonation. In some cases these pegmatites form a
pegmatite field around a granitic body. This is the
case for the Li-Sn-rich Fregeneda-Almendra peg-
matite field (Salamanca-Guarda) (Roda et al.,
1999; Vieira et al., 2011) and the Barroso-Alvão
field (Northern Portugal) (Lima, 2000; Martins
et al., 2012), among others. In other cases, Li
enrichment is observed in the marginal and/or
apical parts of leucogranites, as in the Pinilla de
Fermoselle pegmatite (Zamora) (Roda-Robles
et al., 2012b). Lithium enrichment can also occur
in the intermediate zones of coarse-grained beryl-
phosphate pegmatites, usually hosted by granites,
such as the Cañada (Salamanca) (Roda et al., 2004)
and Mangualde (Viseu) (Carvalho and Farinha,
2004) pegmatites. In addition to pegmatites sensu
stricto, other Li-enriched dyke-like bodies related
to granitic rocks, are also observed in the Central
Iberian Zone, both in Spain and Portugal. These are
very rich in quartz and amblygonite–montebrasite,
and are considered as hydrothermal veins.
Examples include those occurring at Valdeflores
(Cáceres) (Pesquera et al., 1999), Golpejas
(Salamanca) (Matín-Izard et al., 1992) and
Massueime (Guarda) (Carvalho and Farinha,
2004, Roda-Robles et al., 2012c). Geological and
mineralogical data indicate that all these types of Li
mineralization belong to a metallogenetic province
related to the Variscan orogeny. Field, geochemical
and structural relationships, as well as the available
geochronological data (Roda-Robles et al., 2009),

indicate that the origin of the mineralization is most
probably related to the major Variscan granitic
magmatism occurring between 330 and 290 Ma.
The main Li-rich minerals occurring in the

mineralization described here include the silicates
spodumene, petalite, Li-rich micas, and the phos-
phates amblygonite–montebrasite and triphylite–
lithiophilite. Elbaite is only found as a minor
mineral in a few pegmatites. Some, or all, of these
minerals have been identified in each of these
bodies, in varying modal proportions. In this paper
we present a detailed petrographic and compos-
itional description of the Li-bearing minerals in the
different types of mineralization, discuss their
origin, and their potential for Li-exploration.

Geological setting

Lithium-rich mineralization in the Iberian Massif is
located mainly in the Central Iberian Zone and, in a
lesser extent, in the Galizia-Trás-Os-Montes Zone
to the north-west (Fig. 1). This zone, allocthonous
to parautocthonous over the Central Iberian Zone,
has been considered a subzone of the Central
Iberian Zone by some authors (e.g. Julivert et al.,
1972), whereas others consider it a separate zone
(e.g. Farias et al., 1987; Arenas et al., 2004). In the
Galicia-Trás-Os-Montes Zone, however, pegma-
tites only occur in materials that have similar ages
and character to those occurring further south in the
Central Iberian Zone. For this reason, we include
both areas in this study, although it should be noted
that Li mineralization is much less abundant in the
Galicia-Trás-Os-Montes Zone than in the Central
Iberian Zone. The Central Iberian Zone and the
Galicia-Trás-Os-Montes Zone together represent
the westernmost segment of the European Variscan
Belt that was formed in the Upper Paleozoic during
the collision of Gondwana and Laurentia (Martínez
Catalán et al., 1996), with three main phases of
variscan deformation (Martínez-Fernández, 1974;
Noronha et al., 1981). The Central Iberian Zone is
characterized by extensive granitic magmatism and
by the occurrence of high-grade metamorphic
complexes (Martínez et al., 1988). It is limited by
the Viveiro Fault and its continuation along the
Courel and Peñalba Synclinoriums to the north
(Martínez Catalán, 1985), in contact with the West
Asturian-Leonese Zone. The Ossa Morena Zone
occurs to the south west of the Central Iberian Zone,
with the Central Unit of the Badajoz-Córdoba
Shear Zone separating both zones (Díez Balda
et al., 1990; Azor et al., 1994). The Central Iberian
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Zone is divided into two subdomains (Pérez-Estaún
et al., 2004): (1) the Ollo de Sapo Domain to the
north, characterized by broad outcrops of gneisses
with coarse ovoid megacrystals of feldspar (augen
gneisses), syntectonic granites and high-degree
regional metamorphism in some areas; and, (2)
the Schist-Metagreywacke Complex Domain to the
south, where Neoproterozoic to Lower Palaeozoic
metasedimentary rocks including metamorphosed
shales, sandstones, and minor conglomerates and
limestones, are intruded by abundant granitoids
(Fig. 1). The central parts of the Iberian Massif are
characterized by voluminous, syn- to late-D2,
S-type, granitic magmatism (330–290 Ma).
Recycling of meta-sediments and meta-igneous
materials from the continental crust is the most
plausible protolith for most of the granites in the
Central Iberian Zone (Bea, 2004). The granitoids
can be grouped into four categories (for an
overview see Bea, 2004): (G1) early granodiorites
andmonzogranites; (G2) granites and leucogranites
from anatectic complexes; (G3) allochthonous

granites and leucogranites; and (G4) late grano-
diorites and monzogranites.

Data collection and analyses

Over 700 samples were collected from the different
types of Li mineralization and from their country
rocks. Identification of the silicates and phosphates
was achieved by studying their optical properties in
thin section under the polarizing microscope,
powder X-ray diffraction techniques and electron-
microprobe analyses. Over 1400 microprobe ana-
lyses of micas, 120 of Li-aluminosilicates, 150 of
amblygonite–montebrasite and 340 of Li-bearing
Fe-Mn phosphates were obtained. Representative
micas and Li-aluminosilicates were analysed at the
University of Granada, using a Cameca SX50
microprobe equipped with four wavelength-
dispersive spectrometers. Operating conditions
were 20 kV accelerating voltage, 20 nA beam
current and a beam diameter of ∼2 µm. Both

FIG. 1. Schematic geological map of the Central Iberian Zone (CIZ) and the Galicia-Trás-Os Montes Zone (GTMZ)
(Spain and Portugal) (modified from Martinez-Catalán et al., 2004, with the permission of the SGE and authors) with

the location of the different Li mineralization areas. Numbers as in Table 1.
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TABLE 1. Localities and main characteristics of Li mineralization in the Central Iberian Zone and in the Galizia-
Trás-Os-Montes Zone.

Locality
Mineralization type
(country rocks) Mineral association* Li minerals

1 Fregeneda-Almendra
(Salamanca, Spain-
Guarda, Portugal)
Roda et al. (1999)
Vieira et al. (2011)

Several pegmatites, some Li
rich (micaschists)

Qtz, Fsp, Li-Ms, Spd, Ptl, Cst,
Mtb

Spodumene
Petalite
Li-Muscovite
Montebrasite

2 Barroso-Alvão
(Vila Real, Northern
Portugal)
Lima (2000)
Martins et al. (2012)

Several pegmatites, some Li
rich (micaschists)

Qtz, Fsp, Ms, Spd, Ptl, Cst, Nb-
Ta oxides

Spodumene
Petalite
Lepidolite
Montebrasite

3 Tres Arroyos
(Badajoz, Spain)
Garate-Olave et al. (2014)

Aplite-pegmatites, some Li
rich (metasediments)

Qtz, Fsp, Ms, Li-Ms, Mtb, Tpz,
Cst, Nb-Ta oxides

Li-Muscovite
Montebrasite

4 Gonçalo
(Belmonte-Guarda,
Portugal)
Neiva and Ramos (2010)

Li-rich pegmatites
(granite)

Qtz, Fsp, Ms, Li-Ms, Amb, Ptl,
Tpz, Tur, Cst, Nb-Ta oxides
+ Zwd in country rock

Li-Muscovite
Amblygonite
Zinnwaldite

5 Segura
(Central Portugal)
Antunes et al. (2013)

Li-rich aplite-pegmatites
(michaschists)

Qtz, Fsp, Lpd, Mtb, Tpz, Cst,
Nb-Ta oxides

Lepidolite
Montebrasite

6 Lalin-Forcarei
(Galicia, Spain)
Fuertes-Fuente and
Martín-Izard (1998)

Aplite-pegmatites, some Li
rich (metasediments)

Fsp, Qtz, Spd, Ms, Mtb, Cst,
Nb-Ta oxides

Spodumene
Montebrasite

7 Queiriga
(Alto Vouga, Portugal)
Dias et al. (2013)

Perigranitic pegmatites
(andalusite schists)

Qtz, Fsp, Ptl, Lpd, Spd, Tpz,
Brl, Cst, Nb-Ta oxides

Petalite,
Lepidolite,
Spodumene

8 Seixoso-Vieiros
(Vila Real, Northern
Portugal)
Lima et al. (2009)

Aplite-pegmatites +
leucogranitic cupola
(metasediments)

Qtz, Fsp, Ptl, Mtb, Spd Petalite
Montebrasite,
Spodumene

9 Cabeço dos Poupos
(Sabugal, Portugal)
Neiva et al. (2011)

Li-rich aplite-pegmatites
(granite)

Qtz, Fsp, Ms, Li-Ms, Zwd, Tur,
Cst, Nb-Ta oxides, Ap,
triplite

Li-Muscovite,
Zinnwaldite

10 Las Navas
(Cáceres, Spain)
Gallego Garrido (1992)

Li-rich aplite-pegmatites,
(metasediments)

Qtz, Fsp, Ms, Li-Ms, Mtb, Tpz,
Spd, Cst, Nb-Ta oxides

Li-Muscovite
Montebrasite
Spodumene

11 Serra de Arga
(Viana do Castelo,
Portugal)
Leal Gomes (1994)

Li-rich aplite-pegmatites,
(metasediments)

Qtz, Fsp, Ms, Ptl, Lpd, Spd,
Cst, Nb-Ta oxides

Petalite
Lepidolite
Spodumene
Montebrasite

12 Puentemocha
(Salamanca, Spain)
Roda-Robles et al.
(2012a)

Beryl-phosphates subtype
pegmatites (granite)

Qtz, Ms, Fsp, Bt, Brl, Fe-Mn
phosp, sulfides

Ferrisicklerite

13 Nossa Senhora da Assunção
(Alto Vouga, Portugal)
Dias et al. (2013)

Beryl-phosphates subtype
pegmatites (granite)

Qtz, Fsp, Ms, Brl, Bt, Fe-Mn
phosp, Al-phosp, Nb-Ta
oxides, sulfides

Triphylite

14 Pedra da Moura
(Ponte da Barca, Portugal)
Leal Gomes et al. (2009)

Beryl-phosphates subtype
pegmatites (granite)

Qtz, Ms, Fsp, Brl, Fe-Mn
phosp, sulfides

Triphylite

(continued)
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natural and synthetic standards were used: fluorite
(F); sanidine (K); pollucite (Cs); synthetic MnTiO3

(Ti, Mn); diopside (Ca); synthetic BaSO4 (Ba);
synthetic Fe2O3 (Fe); albite (Na); periclase (Mg);
synthetic SiO2 (Si); apatite (P); sphalerite (Zn);
synthetic Cr2O3 (Cr); and synthetic Al2O3 (Al). Data

were corrected for ZAF values using the procedure
of Pouchou and Pichoir (1985). Analytical errors
are estimated to be on the order of ±1–2% for major
elements and ±10% for minor elements. The Li
aluminophosphates and Li-Fe-Mn phosphates were
analysed at the Université Paul Sabatier (Toulouse,

TABLE 1. (contd.)

Locality
Mineralization type
(country rocks) Mineral association* Li minerals

15 Cañada
(Salamanca, Spain)
Roda et al. (2004)

Beryl-phosphates subtype
pegmatite (gabbro and
granite)

Qtz, Ms, Fsp, Tur, Bt, Grt, Brl,
Fe-Mn phosp, Nb-Ta oxides,
sulfides

Triphylite
Ferrisicklerite

16 Mangualde
(Viseu, Portugal)
Carvalho and Farinha
(2004)

Beryl-phosphates subtype
pegmatites (granite)

Qtz, Fsp, Ms, Brl, Bt, Grt, Tur,
Fe-Mn phosp, Nb-Ta oxides,
sulfides

Triphylite
Ferrisicklerite

17 Seixeira-Fonte da Cal
(Guarda, Portugal)
Roda-Robles et al. (2008)

Beryl-phosphates subtype
pegmatites (granite)

Qtz, Fsp, Ms, Brl, Fe-Mn phosp Ferrisicklerite

18 Pinilla de Fermoselle
(Zamora, Spain)
Roda-Robles et al.
(2012b)

Pegmatitic cupola over a
granite, Li rich in its
upper part

Qtz, Ms, Fsp, Tur, Lpd, Bt,
Zwd, Fe-Mn phosp

Lepidolite
Ferrisicklerite
Elbaite
Zinnwaldite

19 Argemela
(Guarda, Portugal)
Charoy and Noronha
(1996)

Microgranite + quartz-
albite-dykes with
montebrasite

Qtz, Fsp, Ms, Lpd, Mtb, Cst,
Nb-Ta oxides

Lepidolite
Montebrasite

20 Castillejo de Dos Casas
(Salamanca, Spain)
Martín-Izard et al. (1992);
Roda-Robles et al. (2013)

Stockscheider over a
leucogranitic cupola in
contact to the micaschists

Qtz, Fsp, Li-Ms, Ptl, Cst, Mtb,
Tpz, Fe-Mn phosp

Li-Muscovite
Petalite
Montebrasite
Lithiophilite

21 Golpejas
(Salamanca, Spain)
Martín-Izard et al. (1992)

Leucogranitic cupola +
quartz dykes with
montebrasite

Qtz, Fsp, Mtb, Cst, Nb-Ta
oxides, Tpz

Montebrasite

22 Valdeflores
(Cáceres, Spain)
Pesquera et al. (1999)

Quartz dykes with
montebrasite
(micaschists)

Qtz, Mtb, Cst + Zwd, Lpd, Li-
Ms in country rock

Montebrasite
Zinnwaldite
Lepidolite

23 Massueime
(Guarda, Portugal)
Carvalho and Farinha
(2004); Roda-Robles et al.
(2012c)

Quartz dykes with
montebrasite

Qtz, Mtb, Cst, sulfides Montebrasite

24 Barquilla
(Salamanca, Spain)
Martín-Izard et al. (1992)

Quartz dykes with
montebrasite
(metasediments)

Qtz, Fsp, Mtb, Cst, Nb-Ta
oxides, sulfides

Montebrasite

25 El Trasquilón
(Cáceres, Spain)
Gallego Garrido (1992)

Quartz dykes with
montebrasite
(granitic cupola)

Qtz, Fsp, Mtb, Cst, Nb-Ta
oxides, sulfides

Montebrasite

*Abbreviations: Qtz – quartz; Fsp – feldspar; Brl – beryl; Lpd – lepidolite; Spd – spodumene; Ptl – petalite; Cst –
cassiterite; Mtb –montebrasite; Amb – amblygonite; Ms –muscovite; Lpd – lepidolite; Tur – tourmaline; Tpz – Topaz;
phosp – phosphates; Ap – Apatite; Grt – garnet, Zwd – zinnwaldite.
** The most abundant Li phases are presented in bold.
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France), with a Cameca SX50 electron microprobe.
For the phosphates, the operating conditions were:
voltage of 15 kVand a beam current of 10 nA for all
elements. The standards used for phosphate analyses
are: graftonite for P, corundum for Al, hematite for
Fe, pyrophanite for Mn, periclase for Mg, wollas-
tonite for Ca and Si, sanidine for K, albite for Na,
celestine for S, baryte for Ba and Pb2P2O7 for Pb.
The Li content of micas was calculated using

different equations based on the positive correlation
between Li and F (e.g. Tischendorf et al., 2004,
Pesquera et al., 1999; Vieira et al., 2011; Roda-
Robles et al., 2006). For other minerals, Li was
calculated assuming the ideal content in the structural
formulae (for more detail, see Tables 3 to 6).

General geology of the Li mineralization

Lithium mineralization in the Central Iberian Zone
is associated mainly with pegmatites, but also with
leucogranitic cupolas and quartz-rich hydrothermal
veins. Pegmatites are igneous rocks commonly
characterized by their coarse, sometimes giant grain
size, and commonly by an internal zoning with the
development of a massive quartz core, intermediate
zone(s) and a wall zone, in the simplest case.
Pegmatitic bodies showing these features are
common in the Central Iberian Zone, as for
example the Puentemocha pegmatite (Salamanca,
Spain) (Roda-Robles et al., 2012a) or the Nossa
Senhora da Assunção pegmatite (Viseu, Portugal)
(Roda-Robles et al., 2014). These are Be-P-rich
pegmatites, belonging to the beryl-phosphate
subtype of the Černý and Ercit classification
(2005). However, in the Central Iberian Zone the
pegmatite bodies that are most enriched in Li are
texturally and compositionally quite different from
the more commonly-observed pegmatites. Many of
these Li-rich bodies exhibit an aplitic texture,
commonly with the development of units with
mineralogical layering (line-rock). Coarse crystals
are also common, but usually smaller than 10 cm
long; and the pegmatites are typically unzoned.
However, these bodies are typically notably
enriched in Li, with local concentrations exceeding
2 wt.% Li2O. The different types of Li-rich
mineralization from the Central Iberian Zone and
the Galicia-Trás-Os Montes Zone are discussed in
detail below (Table 1, Fig. 1).

Lithium mineralization in pegmatite fields

This is the most common type of Li mineralization
found in the studied region. Lithium-bearing

pegmatites crop out in groups of up to a few
hundred dykes, hosted in granites and in metase-
dimentary rocks. These pegmatite dykes are of
variable thickness (from a few centimetres up to
30 m), and range from a few metres up to a couple
of kilometres long. Their dip is very variable, from
sub-horizontal (e.g. Gonçalo and Tres Arroyos
fields) to sub-vertical (e.g. Fregeneda-Almendra
field). Not all pegmatites in each field are enriched
in Li. In some cases the pegmatite fields display
a regional zoning, with barren, intermediate and
Li-rich pegmatites occurring in different areas of
the field, with an enrichment in rare metals mainly
including Li and F, but also Sn, P, Nb, Ta, Rb and Cs
in some cases, as the distance to the parental granite
increases (e.g. Fregeneda-Almendra and Tres
Arroyos fields). Usually these Li-rich pegmatites
lack internal zoning. The grain size may be very
homogeneous (aplitic in some bodies and pegma-
titic in others), with crystals only exceptionally
>10 cm long; or moderately heterogeneous, with
aplitic and pegmatitic facies occurring in the same
pegmatite body, without an aparent pattern for the
grain size variation inside these bodies. Layering is
relatively common in the pegmatites, typically
parallel to the contacts with the host rocks. In such
cases, the layering is developed throughout the
pegmatite (e.g. Fregeneda-Almendra, Gonçalo and
Tres Arroyos fields). In the simplest example, the
layering consists of two mineral associations (e.g.
Li-mica + quartz alternating with albite + quartz, as
observed in the Gonçalo and Fregeneda-Almendra
fields) (Fig. 2a); in other cases there are several
different layers forming complex patterns across the
dyke. Wedge-shaped crystals of K-feldspar or
plagioclase that grew perpendicular to the contacts
with the host-rock are common.
Themineralogy of the pegmatites is quite simple,

including quartz, albite, K-feldspar andmuscovite in
the barren dykes; and these minerals together with
spodumene, petalite, Li-muscovite and/or lepidolite,
in variable proportions, in the Li-rich dykes. Those
showing the highest fractionation levels are rich in
Li-micas, with up to 35%mica inmodal proportions.
Amblygonite–montebrasite, cassiterite and Nb-Ta
oxides are the commonest accessory minerals in all
the dykes of the pegmatite fields.

Beryl-phosphate pegmatites

The beryl-phosphate pegmatites are not usually part
of pegmatite fields in the Central Iberian Zone, and
belong to the beryl-phosphate subtype defined in
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the classification of Černý & Ercit (2005). In these
pegmatites, Li is mainly contained in Fe-Mn
phosphates, usually of the triphylite–lithiophilite
series (e.g. Cañada, Pedra da Moura, Nossa
Senhora da Assunção). The phosphate masses are
sub-rounded and up to 1.5 m in diameter, typically
occurring in the intermediate zone of pegmatites
that show a well-developed internal structure and a
coarse grain size. The major minerals in the
pegmatites include quartz, K-feldspar, plagioclase,
beryl, muscovite, biotite, with schorl, Nb-Ta oxides
and apatite as minor or accessory phases. The shape
of the beryl-phosphate bodies varies from tabular to
turnip-shaped, and they are typically hosted by
anatectic granitic plutons, frequently with a gradual
contact with the host rock.

Lithium mineralization associated with
leucogranitic cupolas

This paragenesis is not as common as the pegmatites
described above. This type of Li mineralization
occurs in the apical or marginal areas of highly-
fractionated leucogranites, hosted by metasedimen-
tary rocks of the Schist-Metagreywacke Complex.
The associated leucogranites are typically fine
grained and enriched in B, Li and F (Martín-Izard
et al., 1992, Roda-Robles et al., 2012b, 2015). The
apical/marginal zones are quite heterogeneous and
include a range of mineral associations. The most
common association consists of a fine-grained
matrix of quartz, albite and Li-mica surrounding
coarser crystals of K-feldspar that grew perpendicu-
larly to the contacts with the host-rock. Accessory
minerals in this association include topaz, monteb-
rasite, petalite, cassiterite and columbite–tantalite-
group minerals. A second typical facies includes
fine- to medium-sized layered, sub-horizontal
textures (stockscheider), with lepidolite-rich
bands alternating rhythmically with feldspar-rich
bands (e.g. Castillejo de Dos Casas) (Fig. 2b). The
two facies may occur in the same intrusion (Roda-
Robles et al., 2015). Usually the contact between
the granitic and the pegmatitic rocks is gradual,
being difficult to establish the limit between both
lithologies (Roda-Robles et al. 2012b, 2015).

Quartz-montebrasite veins

Lithium is locally enriched in quartz-rich hydro-
thermal veins that occur in association with
leucogranitic bodies in the central parts of the
Central Iberian Zone (e.g. Golpejas, Valdeflores,

Barquilla, Massueime). The veins typically occur
as thin (<1 m thick) subvertical dyke-like bodies,
hosted in fractures inside the granites and the
metasedimentary rocks of the Schist-Metagreywacke
Complex. The main Li-rich minerals in these veins
belong to the montebrasite–amblygonite series,
corresponding to the OH-rich member montebrasite.
Feldspars and cassiterite are commonly present in
these dykes, and Nb-Ta oxides plus other oxides
and sulfides may be present locally, usually as
accessory minerals.

Mineral composition and textures

The major Li-bearing minerals in the various styles
of Li mineralization of the Central Iberian Zone
and the Galizia-Trás-Os-Montes Zone include
Li-micas, spodumene, petalite and phosphates
of the triphylite–lithiophilite and amblygonite–
montebrasite series. Elbaite, where present,
mostly occurs as an accessory mineral. Table 2
lists the different major Li-bearing minerals in the
different types of mineralization, their ideal struc-
tural formulae, Li contents of these mineral phases
and general abundance in the different mineraliza-
tion styles. Overall, Li-mica is the most common Li
phase in the mineralization discussed here.
Spodumene and petalite are particularly abundant
in some of the dykes in the pegmatitic fields,
whereas montebrasite is most commonly found in
the hydrothermal veins. The main textural and
geochemical features of these minerals are
described below.

Li-mica
Most of the Li-micas studied belong to the
muscovite-lepidolite series, although zinnwaldite is
found in a few pegmatite bodies (Tables 1 and 2). In
addition, abundant zinnwaldite, sometimes together
with Li-muscovite and/or lepidolite, is found in the
metasomatized mica-schists or granites hosting some
of the mineralized zones (e.g. Valdeflores, Gonçalo).
In the pegmatite fields of the Central Iberian

Zone and of the Galizia-Trás-Os-Montes Zone, Li-
mica is usually restricted to the most fractionated
bodies (i.e. the most enriched in incompatible
elements), especially enriched not only in Li but
also in F. These bodies are typically characterized
by contact-parallel layering, consisting of a sequence
in which Li-mica + quartz-rich layers alternate with
albite + K-feldspar-rich bands (Fig. 2a). In hand-
specimen, the Li-mica exhibits a typical lilac colour,
and occurs as prismatic or wedge-shaped crystals
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(<2 cm) (Fig. 2c) (e.g. Fregeneda-Almendra,
Gonçalo, Tres Arroyos, Las Navas). On the basis
of these textural features and its relationship to other
minerals, mica is considered a primary phase. Li-
mica may also form irregular, fine-grained,

saccharoidal aggregates with quartz and feldspar,
commonly cross-cutting the primary layering of the
pegmatites. Mica showing these textures is consid-
ered to be a replacement product that originated
during an episode of metasomatism. Li-micas

FIG. 2. (a) Rythmic layering with alternating lepidolite-rich and albite-rich bands in a aplite-pegmatite dyke from the
Gonçalo field; (b) similar texture as (a) in the lower part, plus some wedge-shaped crystals of K-feldspar in the upper
part, from the stockscheider of Castillejo de Dos Casas; (c) pinkish primary Li-mica flakes together with greyish
K-feldspar crystals and quartz from the Fregeneda-Almendra field; (d ) cone-shaped crystals of spodumene randomly
distributed together with albite crystals, within a pegmatite dyke from the Fregeneda-Almendra field; (e) hand sample of
weathered montebrasite (white), replaced by turquoise from Valdeflores; and ( f ) massive triphylite crossed by a vein

filled by secondary phosphate phases, from the Cañada open pit.
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associated with leucogranitic cupolas show quite
similar textures, with primary mica flakes forming
layers, and secondary fine-grained crystals inter-
grown with quartz forming irregular replacement
bodies (e.g. Castillejo de Dos Casas). Less
commonly, in these cupolas lepidolite forms
white, pearly, subhedral flakes which are inter-
grown with anhedral quartz crystals in subrounded
masses of up to 10 cm in diameter (e.g. Pinilla de
Fermoselle). Li-micas have not been found in the
beryl-phosphate subtype pegmatites, nor in the
quartz-montebrasite veins.
Micas from the pegmatite fields and from

Li mineralization associated with granitic cupolas
plot on a similar trend in the Tischendorf diagram
(Tischendorf et al., 2004), originating from
muscovitic compositions and evolving toward Li-
rich compositions (Fig. 3). The highest Li contents
in micas are those observed in mineralization
associated with granitic cupolas (e.g. Castillejo de
Dos Casas, Pinilla de Fermoselle), where some of
the micas are very close to the polylithionite
composition (Table 3, Fig. 3). In contrast, the
micas associated with the most fractionated
pegmatites in the pegmatite fields do not attain
such high Li contents, the micas that are most
enriched in Li being intermediate between tri-
lithionite and polylithionite compositions (Table 3,
Fig. 3), (e.g. Fregeneda-Almendra, Las Navas,
Gonçalo, Tres Arroyos and Barroso-Alvão fields).
In both cases the dominant mechanism of Li
incorporation appears to be the exchange vector
Li3Al–1Vac–2, and to a lesser extent Si2LiAl–3 (e.g.
Roda-Robles et al., 2006; Vieira et al., 2011,
Martins, et al. 2012). In the beryl-phosphate
pegmatites the mica composition follows the
muscovite-biotite trend, with no Li (nor F)
enrichment (Fig. 3).
Iron-lithium-rich micas in Li mineralization

associated with leucogranite cupolas follows an
evolutionary trend from biotite through zinnwaldite
toward polylithionite (Fig. 3). In these micas, the Li
enrichment is parallel to an Fe decrease, via the
AlLiR–2, SiLi2R–3 and SiLiAl–1R–1 substitution
mechanisms (Roda-Robles et al., 2006). In meta-
somatized mica-schists hosting the quartz-rich
hydrothermal veins at Valdeflores, both Fe-Li-rich
and Al-Li-rich metasomatic micas can be distin-
guished. The Fe-Li-rich micas follow a similar
trend to the Fe-Li-rich micas in the leucogranitic
cupolas, whereas the Al-Li-micas show an evolu-
tion from muscovite towards zinnwaldite, with the
Li enrichment via the substitution FeLiAl–1Vac–1
(Pesquera et al., 1999) (Fig. 3).TA
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Lithium aluminosilicates
The two Li-aluminosilicate mineral phases, spodu-
mene and petalite, are restricted to a few of the
aplite-pegmatite dykes occurring in some of the
pegmatite fields of the Central Iberian Zone and
Galizia-Trás-Os-Montes Zone (Tables 1 and 2).
Spodumene is the most common Li-aluminosilicate
associated with this type of Li mineralization (e.g.
in the Fregeneda-Almendra, Lalín-Forcarei and
Barroso-Alvão pegmatite fields). However, petalite
is the dominant aluminosilicate in some pegmatites,
both in the pegmatite fields mentioned above, and
in some other fields (e.g. Queiriga-Lousadela,
Seixoso-Vieiros, Dias et al., 2013). It is also quite
common for the two phases to coexist in the same
body, showing different mutual relationships
explained below (e.g. Fregeneda-Almendra and
Barroso-Alvão). The abundance of these minerals
in parts of the pegmatite is highly variable, from
<2 vol.% up to locally ∼50 vol.% (Fig. 2d ). In all
cases the crystals have highly-variable grain sizes,
from very small crystals (<1 cm) to coarse wedge-
shaped crystals up to 20 cm long. The largest grains
are typically randomly distributed within the
pegmatite, without any preferred orientation.
However, in some cases they are perpendicular to

the contacts with the country rock. Petalite and
spodumene exhibit similar prismatic or wedge-
shaped habits and whitish colours, making it
difficult to distinguish between the two in the
field. As spodumene is weathered, its cleavage
becomes more visible and its colour changes to pale
grey. In thin sections several different petrographic
varieties of spodumene can be recognized. It
appears most commonly as subhedral prismatic
crystals, grouped in aggregates, with quartz, mica
and plagioclase filling the spaces between the
spodumene prisms (Fig. 4a). It is locally very fresh,
but more commonly shows varying amounts of
alteration. This alteration usually begins at the
margins of the crystals and in some cases the
primary crystals are completely pseudomorphed by
cookeite and/or clay minerals. Spodumene com-
monly appears intergrown with tiny blebs of quartz
(Fig. 4b), which probably corresponds to the SQUI
texture defined by Černý and Ferguson (1972) and
interpreted as the result of the breakdown of petalite
into spodumene + quartz. Spodumene and petalite
also coexist in some pegmatites with intriguing
mutual relationships (some of which have already
been described by Charoy et al., 2001 for Barroso-
Alvão). These two minerals may form a lamella-

FIG. 3. Mg–Li vs. (Fe +Mn + Ti) – VIAl for the micas associated with the different types of Li mineralization and their
metasomatized country rocks.
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TABLE 3. Representative compositions of micas from pegmatite fields (1 and 2); Li mineralization associated with granitic cupolas (18 and 20); and
metasomatized host rocks (metasediments) (22).

Locality* 1 1 2 2 18 18 18 20 20 22 22 22
Mica type** Lpd Li-Ms Lpd Lpd Lpd Li-Ms Zwd Lpd Li-Ms Zwd Li-Ms Lpd

Wt.%
SiO2 49.72 46.40 50.01 51.70 49.75 45.73 45.75 51.19 47.50 42.48 52.54 50.48
TiO2 0.00 0.27 0.10 0.03 0.01 0.11 0.12 0.49 0.44 0.54 0.19 0.14
Al2O3 24.01 33.36 27.88 24.10 29.86 30.10 21.82 25.85 29.82 22.23 26.64 19.90
FeO(t) 1.08 1.29 0.14 0.16 0.00 5.85 11.33 0.09 2.13 11.45 2.11 6.70
MnO 0.58 0.21 0.54 0.85 0.28 0.16 0.85 0.61 0.96 0.13 0.05 0.16
MgO 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.76 0.73 0.00 0.00 4.23 1.12 1.67
CaO 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.08 0.01 0.02 0.04 0.00 0.04 0.03 0.00 0.01
Na2O 0.16 0.19 0.27 0.40 0.37 0.21 0.16 0.30 0.18 0.26 0.12 0.12
K2O 10.24 10.64 10.37 10.11 10.51 10.44 9.82 10.67 10.62 7.58 8.49 8.31
Rb2O 1.18 0.39 1.03 1.18 – – – 0.69 0.74 – – –
Cs2O 0.86 0.10 0.21 0.49 0.09 0.07 0.33 – – 1.64 0.24 0.77
ZnO – 0.17 0.22 0.20 0.03 0.11 0.18 0.00 0.23 – – –
F 8.38 2.52 6.16 7.65 6.11 2.69 6.55 7.76 5.11 6.66 3.56 7.89
Li2O* 5.39 1.24 3.83 4.76 3.53 1.17 3.87 4.86 2.77 3.96 1.71 4.97
H2O* 0.43 1.06 1.58 0.84 1.65 3.10 1.15 0.86 2.05 1.05 2.81 0.62
O=F 3.53 3.25 2.59 3.22 2.57 1.13 2.76 3.27 2.15 2.80 1.50 3.32
Total* 98.49 98.97 99.74 99.32 99.62 99.47 99.95 100.09 100.44 99.45 98.07 98.43
Atoms per formula unit calculated on the basis of 22 O
Si 6.78 6.26 6.66 6.93 6.56 6.27 6.45 6.76 6.37 6.05 7.01 6.93
Al(IV) 1.22 1.74 1.34 1.07 1.44 1.73 1.55 1.24 1.63 1.95 0.99 1.07
Al(VI) 2.64 3.56 3.04 2.74 3.21 3.14 2.08 2.79 3.09 1.78 3.19 2.15
Ti 0.00 0.03 0.01 0.00 0.00 0.01 0.01 0.05 0.04 0.06 0.02 0.01
Fe2+ 0.12 0.15 0.02 0.02 0.00 0.67 1.34 0.01 0.24 1.36 0.24 0.77
Mn 0.07 0.02 0.06 0.10 0.03 0.02 0.10 0.07 0.11 0.02 0.01 0.02
Mg 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.16 0.15 0.00 0.00 0.90 0.22 0.34
Li 2.95 0.67 2.05 2.57 1.87 0.65 2.19 2.58 1.50 2.27 0.92 2.75
Zn – 0.02 0.02 0.02 0.00 0.01 0.02 0.00 0.02 – – –
Σ(Y) 5.78 4.44 5.20 5.45 5.11 4.65 5.90 5.50 5.00 6.38 4.59 6.05
Ca 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.01 0.00 0.00 0.01 0.00 0.01 0.00 0.00 0.00
Na 0.04 0.05 0.07 0.10 0.09 0.06 0.04 0.08 0.05 0.07 0.03 0.03
K 1.78 1.83 1.76 1.73 1.77 1.83 1.77 1.80 1.82 1.38 1.45 1.46
Rb 0.10 0.03 0.09 0.10 – – – 0.06 0.06 – – –

(continued)
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like rhythmic layering, or mantled textures in which
spodumene is rimmed by petalite. Petalite also
appears interstitially between spodumene prisms
(Fig. 4c). In the dykes where petalite is the main Li-
aluminosilicate it shows different textures. The
large wedge-shaped crystals of petalite that can be
observed in hand samples appear in thin sections as
very fine- to fine-grained aggregates of anhedral
crystals (Fig. 4d ). In common with spodumene,
petalite may be partly or totally replaced by
cookeite and clay minerals, or by eucryptite.
Petalite has been also observed as an accessory
mineral phase in the stockscheider of Castillejo de
Dos Casas, where it forms anhedral fine-grained
crystals.
Representative compositions of spodumene,

petalite and eucryptite associated with Li mineral-
ization from three localities in the Central Iberian
Zone are given in Table 4. In general the
composition of these phases is quite similar
across the different localities. There is some distinct
variation in the Fe content of spodumene, which is
typically lower in the dykes where it occurs
together with Li-mica (<0.06 wt.%), than in those
where micas are absent or scarce (up to 0.41 wt.%)
(e.g. in the Fregeneda-Almendra field). In the case
of eucryptite this difference is more noticeable,
with up to 4.62 wt.% FeO in the crystals from
pegmatites with no Li-micas (e.g. Barroso-Alvão),
whereas in the dykes where Li-mica is abundant the
FeO contents in eucryptite are always <0.36 wt.%.

Amblygonite–montebrasite series
Lithium aluminophosphates of the amblygonite–
montebrasite series represent probably the ubiqui-
tous Li phase of the Li mineralization of the Central
Iberian Zone and Galizia-Trás-Os-Montes Zone
(Tables 1 and 2). Amblygonite–montebrasite occurs
as the main Li-bearing phase in a number of
hydrothermal quartz veins, usually located around
or inside leucogranitic cupolas (e.g. Valdeflores,
Barquilla, Golpejas, Massueime, El Trasquilón). In
these veins, it forms whitish irregular masses of up
to 30 cm in diameter, distinguishable from albite by
its notably higher density. It is commonly altered
and replaced by other secondary phosphates,
including lacroixite and turquoise, which gives a
characteristic bluish or greenish colour to these
phosphate masses (Fig. 2e). Members of the
amblygonite–montebrasite series constitute a
common accessory phase in many dykes of the
pegmatite fields (e.g. Fregeneda-Almendra,
Barroso-Alvão, Tres Arroyos). In some of theseTA
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FIG. 4. Photomicrographs of: (a) primary prismatic crystals of spodumene; (b) crystals of spodumene intergrowth with sub-
rounded crystals of quartz, in a SQUI texture (for further explanation see text); (c) interstitial petalite crystals between
spodumene prisms; (d) granular anhedral crystals of petalite; (e)montebrasite crystal showing its characteristic polisynthetic
twinning; ( f ) granular ferrisicklerite (reddish) together with some garnet crystals (lower-left corner) and quartz;
(g) sarcopside lamellae inside triphylite (greyish matrix); (h) ferrisicklerite (orange) partly-replaced by heterosite (purple)
and alluaudite (yellow). (a, b, c, d, e and g: crossed-polarized light; f and h: plane-polarized light. Scale: 1.8 mm × 2.6 mm).
Abbreviations: Spd = spodumene; Ptl = petalite; SQUI = spodumene + quartz blebs intergrowth;Mtb =montebrasite; Allu
= alluaudite; Stan = staneckite; Fsck = ferrisicklerite; Qtz = quartz; Grt = Garnet; Triph = triphylite; Het = heterosite.
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fields montebrasite may be the only Li-rich phase
occurring in some of the less-fractionated pegma-
tites (e.g. Fregeneda-Almendra, Tres Arroyos). As
an accessory phase, amblygonite–montebrasite
occurs as whitish, fine-grained crystals. It may be
locally very abundant in some of the most Li-
enriched dykes; for example, at Gonçalo it occurs in
masses of up to 12 cm in diameter.Montebrasite has
also been found in some of the beryl-phosphate
pegmatites as an accessory mineral, together with
other Al phosphates, such as eosphorite–childrenite
(e.g. Cañada pegmatite). In these rocks, members of
the amblygonite–montebrasite series appear as
anhedral to subhedral crystals ranging in size from
<1 mm to 5 mm, with high order interference
colours and commonly showing polysynthetic
twinning (Fig. 4e).
Representative compositions of members of the

amblygonite–montebrasite series associated with
the four types of Li mineralization are listed in
Table 5. The F/OH ratios vary between the different
hosting lithologies (Fig. 5a). The lowest F contents
are found in the montebrasites associated with the
beryl-phosphate pegmatites (0.0–2.18 wt.%).
Montebrasite in the quartz-montebrasite veins
shows minor variations in the F/OH ratio, with F
contents in the range 0.94–2.35 wt.% (Fig. 5a,
Table 5). In contrast, in the Li mineralization
associated with leucogranitic cupolas and in
pegmatite fields, F/OH ratios are rather higher and
the F content of amblygonite–montebrasite ranges
from 0.43 to 5.33 wt.% and from 0.55 to 7.33 wt.%,
respectively (Fig. 5a, Table 5). Nevertheless, the F
median values are quite similar for the pegmatite
fields, quartz veins and Li mineralization associated
with leucogranitic cupolas (1.84, 1.69 and 1.77wt.%
respectively), whereas those of the samples from
beryl-phosphate pegmatites are clearly lower
(0.68 wt.%). In all cases the median and mean
values correspond to the F-poor end-member
montebrasite.

Triphylite–lithiophilite series
Members of this series are the most common
primary Fe-Mn phosphates associated with pegma-
tites all over the world. In the Central Iberian Zone
they occur mainly associated with the beryl-
phosphate pegmatites, forming dark, sub-rounded
masses of up to 1.5 m in diameter (e.g. Cañada,
Nossa Senhora da Assunção, Mangualde). Inside
these masses silicate minerals are scarce or absent,
quartz and plagioclase being the most common.
More rarely, Fe-Mg-(Mn) silicates, such as

tourmaline, biotite and/or garnet, appear in close
contact with these phosphates, sometimes intim-
ately intergrown with them (Fig. 4f ) (e.g. Cañada
pegmatite). In hand samples, fresh triphylite–
lithiophilite ranges from greyish to beige in
colour (Fig. 2f ). In thin sections, triphylite–
lithiophilite minerals are colourless, with very low
order interference colours. Triphylite–lithiophilite
crystals commonly host lenticular or irregular
lamellae of sarcopside that show two preferential
crystallographic orientations (e.g. Cañada, Nossa
Senhora da Assunção) (Fig. 4g). These lamellae are
considered an exsolution product of a higher
temperature precursor (Roda-Robles et al., 2011).
Triphylite is typically altered following the oxida-
tion sequence described by Quensel (1937) and
Mason (1941), with Li leaching and simultaneous
progressive oxidation of the transition cations Fe2+

and Mn2+, at a high temperature. The products of
this alteration are, in succession, ferrisicklerite–
sicklerite and heterosite–purpurite. In hand samples
members of the ferrisicklerite–sicklerite series are
dark brown, whereas in thin sections they show
strong orange, yellowish and brownish colours
(Fig. 4h). Other common replacement products
include members of the alluaudite–varulite series,
in addition to long list of late-forming secondary
phosphates (e.g. Roda et al., 2004).
Iron-manganese phosphates occur only as acces-

sory phases in the pegmatite fields, and in most of
the Li mineralization related to granitic cupolas
(e.g. Fregeneda-Almendra, Barroso-Alvão, Tres
Arroyos, Castillejo de Dos Casas). Members of
the triphylite–lithiophilite series are usually absent
in these bodies, but their replacement products,
typically members of the ferrisicklerite–sicklerite
and heterosite–purpurite series, are relatively
common, particularly in pegmatites which show
intermediate degrees of fractionation. Only in one
example of Li mineralization associated with
granitic cupolas, the Pinilla de Fermoselle pegmat-
ite, have volumetrically important amounts of
Fe-Mn phosphates been found. In this pegmatite
subrounded masses (<1 m in diameter) of ferri-
sicklerite occur in the intermediate zone of the
pegmatite. No relict of triphylite has been observed,
and ferrisicklerite has been considered here as a
primary phase, subsequently replaced by heterosite
and/or alluaudite plus a number of later secondary
phosphates (Fig. 4h) (Roda et al., 1996).
Representative compositions of Fe-Mn phos-

phates associated with beryl-phosphate pegmatites,
pegmatite dykes from pegmatite fields and Li
mineralization associated with leucogranitic
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TABLE 4. Representative compositions of Li-aluminosilicates from pegmatitic fields (1 and 2) and from a Li mineralization associated with a leucogranitic
cupola (20).

Locality* 1 1 1 2 2 2 1 2 20 1 1 2 2
Mineral** Spd-L Spd-L Spd Spd Spd-L Spd Ptl Ptl Ptl-L Eucr-L Eucr-L Eucr Eucr

Wt.%
SiO2 65.75 65.69 65.16 65.19 65.42 65.44 79.36 80.68 78.28 47.73 49.97 46.17 45.92
TiO2 0.08 0.04 0.11 0.03 0.03 0.00 0.00 0.03 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.02
Al2O3 26.40 26.43 27.50 27.33 27.44 27.27 16.13 16.73 16.86 37.36 37.02 36.17 34.33
FeO(t) 0.00 0.03 0.26 0.21 0.06 0.41 0.02 0.08 0.00 0.27 0.14 3.56 4.62
MnO 0.05 0.12 0.10 0.00 0.00 0.06 0.06 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.23 0.00 0.02
MgO 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 – 0.06 0.00 0.06 0.06 0.61 0.82
CaO 0.00 0.00 0.05 0.02 0.00 0.00 0.00 – 0.00 0.57 0.59 0.18 0.27
Na2O 0.08 0.10 0.07 0.07 0.08 0.07 0.01 0.00 0.00 0.41 0.36 0.08 0.07
K2O 0.05 0.05 0.00 0.01 0.00 0.00 0.02 0.00 0.00 0.09 0.18 0.09 0.13
F 0.15 0.03 0.00 0.00 – – – – 0.00 0.00 0.05 0.00 0.00
Cl 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.01 – – – – 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
O=F 0.07 0.01 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.02 0.00 0.00
Li2O* 8.08 8.07 8.12 8.09 8.12 8.12 4.90 5.00 4.88 11.58 11.86 11.40 11.23
Total* 100.60 100.53 101.39 100.96 101.16 101.37 100.51 102.58 100.02 98.07 100.45 98.25 97.41

Atoms per formula unit calculated on the basis of 6 O (Spd), 10 O (Ptl) and 4 O (Eucr)
Si 2.02 2.02 2.00 2.00 2.00 2.00 4.02 4.01 3.99 1.03 1.05 1.01 1.02
Ti 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Al 0.96 0.96 0.99 0.99 0.99 0.98 0.96 0.98 1.01 0.95 0.91 0.93 0.90
Fe2+ 0.00 0.00 0.01 0.01 0.00 0.01 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.06 0.09
Mn 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Mg 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 – 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.02 0.03
Ca 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 – 0.00 0.01 0.01 0.00 0.01
Na 0.00 0.01 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.02 0.01 0.00 0.00
K 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
F 0.01 0.00 0.00 0.00 – – – – 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Cl 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 – – – – 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Li* 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00

Locality* = see Table 1; **Abbreviations: Spd = spodumene; Spd-L = spodumene coexisting with lepidolite; Ptl = petalite; Ptl = petalite coexisting with lepidolite;
Eucr = eucryptite;
Eucr-L = eucryptite coexisting with lepidolite; “–” = not determined.
Li* (a.p.f.u.) = 1
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TABLE 5. Representative compositions of amblygonite–montebrasite members from pegmatite fields (2 and 3); from a beryl-phosphate pegmatite (15); from Li
mineralization associated with a leucogranitic cupola (19 and 20); and quartz-montebrasite veins (22 and 23).

Locality* 2 2 3 15 15 15 19 20 20 22 22 23

Wt.%
SiO2 0.12 0.15 0.10 – – – – – 0.06 – – –
Al2O3 35.13 34.66 34.24 35.46 34.31 34.37 35.46 35.47 34.19 19.95 35.14 34.42
FeO(t) 0.00 0.04 0.06 0.07 0.23 0.00 0.09 0.03 0.00 0.03 0.00 0.00
MnO 0.00 0.00 0.07 0.09 0.10 0.00 0.11 0.02 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
MgO 0.00 0.00 0.02 0.00 0.03 0.00 0.00 – 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
CaO 0.01 0.02 0.04 0.03 0.01 0.00 0.01 0.04 0.03 0.07 0.05 0.03
Na2O 0.04 0.04 0.17 0.10 0.09 0.00 0.03 0.00 0.00 0.06 0.00 0.04
K2O 0.02 0.01 0.00 – – 0.00 – 0.14 – – – –
P2O5 50.25 49.72 50.26 49.20 49.66 49.87 49.21 48.01 50.45 45.65 48.66 48.98
F 0.55 2.05 7.33 0.00 0.68 2.18 1.25 5.04 0.43 0.94 1.53 2.35
Cl 0.02 0.02 0.01 – – 0.00 – – 0.02 – – –
O=F 0.24 0.87 3.09 0.00 0.29 0.92 0.53 2.12 0.19 0.39 0.65 0.99
H2O* 6.06 5.28 2.79 6.26 5.90 5.20 5.67 3.78 6.07 4.50 5.46 5.05
Li2O* 10.46 10.35 10.32 10.34 10.29 10.34 10.37 10.18 10.41 8.18 10.27 10.21
Total* 102.44 101.47 102.31 101.55 101.01 101.05 101.67 100.63 101.47 78.98 100.48 100.11

Atoms per formula unit calculated on the basis of 5 O
Si 0.00 0.00 0.00 – – – – – 0.00 – – –
Al 0.98 0.98 0.96 1.00 0.97 0.97 1.00 1.02 0.96 0.71 1.00 0.99
Fe2+ 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Mn 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Mg 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 – 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Ca 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Na 0.00 0.00 0.01 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
K 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 – 0.00 – 0.00 – – – –
P 1.01 1.01 1.02 1.00 1.01 1.02 1.00 0.99 1.02 1.17 1.00 1.01
F 0.04 0.16 0.55 0.00 0.05 0.17 0.09 0.39 0.03 0.09 0.12 0.18
Cl 0.00 0.00 0.00 – – 0.00 – – 0.00 – – –
Li* 1.00 1.00 0.99 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00
OH* 0.96 0.84 0.45 1.00 0.95 0.83 0.91 0.61 0.97 0.91 0.88 0.82

Locality* = see Table 1; “–” = not determined; OH* = 1–F–Cl; Li* (a.p.f.u.) = 1–Na–K.
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cupolas are reported in Table 6 and plotted in Fig
5b. The highest Fe and Mg contents are shown by
the triphylite and ferrisicklerite crystals associated
with the beryl-phosphate pegmatites (FeO from
22.7 to 45.5 wt.% andMgO from 0.0 to 11.7 wt.%).
The Mn contents in the phosphates from the beryl-
phosphate pegmatites are higher than those of Fe in
just a few cases, and always close to the limit
between triphylite–lithiophilite and ferrisicklerite–
sicklerite (5.4–24.4 wt.% MnO) (Fig. 5b). The Fe-
Mn phosphates in the pegmatite fields and in the
leucogranitic cupolas are in general richer in Mn
and poorer in Fe and Mg than those of the beryl-
phosphate pegmatites. The lowest Mn and highest
Fe values are quite similar for both types of
mineralization, whereas the highest Mn and lowest
Fe contents are found in the phosphates associated
with the Li mineralization in leucogranitic cupolas
(13.9–36.6 wt.%MnO and 8.47–43.8 wt.% FeO for

the Li mineralization in leucogranitic cupolas; and
11.0–27.8 wt.% MnO and 18.0–36.5 wt.% FeO for
the pegmatite fields) (Table 6, Fig. 5b).

Discussion

Classification of the Li-rich bodies in the
Central Iberian Zone

On the basis of field relationships, petrographic and
mineralogical data, four types of Li mineralization
have been established in the Central Iberian Zone.
Three of these types, the pegmatite dykes in
pegmatite fields, the beryl-phosphate pegmatites
and the apical parts of leucogranitic cupolas, are
dominated by granitic pegmatites with different
mineralogy, textures, and relationships to host
rocks. The fourth type, the quartz-montebrasite
veins, are better considered as hydrothermal bodies

FIG. 5. (a) Variation in the F-content for members of the amblygonite–montebrasite series associated with the different
types of Li mineralization; and (b) ternary plot of the Fe2O3–MnO–MgO contents for the Li-Fe-Mn phosphates from the

different types of Li mineralization.
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due to the high proportion of quartz and the scarcity
of minerals characteristic of granitic pegmatites,
such as feldspars and micas. The mineral assem-
blage and composition of the three pegmatite types
are consistent with the rare-element (REL) class,
and REL-Li subclass, according to the classification
of Černý and Ercit (2005). The least Li-enriched
pegmatites of the three types are usually those
enriched in Fe-Mn phosphates and beryl, which
may be classified in the beryl-columbite-phosphate
subtype of the beryl type (Černý and Ercit, 2005).
The most Li-enriched bodies in the Central Iberian
Zone are the most fractionated pegmatites in the
pegmatite fields and the Li mineralization asso-
ciated with leucogranitic cupolas. In these two
cases the mineralogy and textures are quite similar,
with Li-micas dominating in the most evolved F-
rich facies, whereas spodumene and petalite
dominate in those bodies with lower F contents.
From the mineralogical point of view, these
pegmatites could be assigned to the lepidolite,
spodumene or petalite subtype of the complex type
(Černý and Ercit, 2005). However, the textures,
internal structure and whole-rock compositions of
these bodies are quite different to the most typical
pegmatites of this type. The Central Iberian Zone
and Galizia-Trás-Os-Montes Zone pegmatites com-
monly have aplitic texture, with strong preferred
orientation of wedge-shaped feldspar crystals, and
more rarely, spodumene and petalite crystals. The
pegmatite bodies range from almost homogeneous
to strongly layered, and are highly-enriched in
albite. These features are more typical of the albite
type than of the complex type pegmatites of the
Černý and Ercit, (2005) classification. Therefore,
the classification of these pegmatites is not easy
using the groups established by these authors, as
they share features of more than one type and
subtype.

Origin and evolution of the pegmatitic melts in
the Central Iberian Zone

A magmatic origin for granitic pegmatites is
currently the most widely accepted hypothesis for
the genesis of pegmatitic melts, even if in some
regions an anatectic origin is more probable or at
least possible. Granitic pegmatites are mainly
located in orogenic belts, being the result of the
crystallization of melts that are produced in
thickened continental crust due to heating gener-
ated by mechanical and/or radiogenic decay
processes (Tkachev, 2011). Granitic melts with a

crustal origin are typically generated after the
culmination of an orogeny, related to an extensional
regime that lasts for 30 to 60 m.y. (Sylvester, 1998;
Thompson, 1999; Bea, 2004). These granites may
be the parental magmas of some pegmatites
enriched in rare elements (Tkachev, 2011).
Granites related to rare-element pegmatites are
commonly peraluminous leucogranites. A possible
source for these granites is found in peraluminous
metasedimentary rocks, including greywackes and
shales (e.g. Puziewicz and Johannes, 1988; Patiño-
Douce and Johnston, 1991). Such rocks represent a
potential source for many of the Variscan granitoids
in the western European Variscan belt (e.g. Peucat
et al., 1988; Bea et al., 2003; Bea, 2004; Tartes̀e
and Boulvais, 2010), including the Central Iberian
Zone and the Galizia-Trás-Os-Montes Zone.
Variations in the nature and depth of the fertile
zone could explain the variety of granitoids in this
region (Bea, 2004), with metasedimentary rocks of
the Schist-Metagreywacke Complex representing
possible candidates for the source of these
granitoids (Bea et al., 1999, 2003). Consequently,
such source rocks could also be responsible for the
rare-element enrichment in the pegmatites derived
from those granites. Effectively, marine shales may
be a source for rare alkalis, such as Li, Na, K, Rb
and Cs, and alkaline earths, such as Be, (mainly
contained in micas), and fluxing components (F, B
and even P are usually present in black shales)
(London, 2008). Further investigation, neverthe-
less, is necessary to understand the origin of the
parental melts, the mechanisms that led to the
extremely high concentrations in rare elements and
the distribution of the pegmatitic bodies around the
parental pluton. Fractionation of granitic melts is
the most widely accepted mechanism to explain the
composition of rare-element pegmatitic melts.
Fractional crystallization is controlled by a
number of factors, including the viscosity of
magmas, density and size of crystals, concentration
of H2O and fluxing components, and dynamics/
deformation of the granite-pegmatite system.
Gravitational settling is considered an effective
fractionation mechanism for basic and ultrabasic
magmas, as the differences of density among the
crystals and melt are high enough to allow the just
formed crystals to settle. However, in granitic
magmas the high density of the melt, together with
the lighter weight of the crystals, probably mean
that this mechanism is not effective for fraction-
ation, at least during the earlier stages, before the
residual melt has become enriched in fluxes which
may notably reduce its viscosity (Dingwell et al.,
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TABLE 6. Representative compositions of triphylite, and ferrisicklerite/sicklerite from pegmatite fields (1 and 2); from beryl-phosphate pegmatites (12, 13, 15 and
16); and from Li mineralizations associated with leucogranitic cupolas (18 and 20).

Locality* 13 15 16 1 1 2 12 15 15 15 16 18 20
Mineral Triph Triph Triph Fsck Fsck Fsck Fsck Fsck Fsck Fsck Fsck Fsck Fsck

Wt.%
Al2O3 0.00 0.01 0.00 0.01 0.06 0.01 0.04 0.00 0.00 0.03 0.00 0.02 0.00
FeO(t) 23.49 35.31 22.70
Fe2O3(t) 35.69 22.84 36.33 45.47 41.41 36.50 26.53 24.59 36.13 8.47
MnO 21.30 8.89 22.77 12.60 22.87 13.31 5.75 8.57 11.70 8.10 23.52 14.83 36.57
MgO 0.03 1.20 0.00 0.89 2.26 0.23 0.81 1.66 2.11 11.71 0.00 0.13 0.09
CaO 0.02 0.02 0.17 0.18 0.34 0.09 0.07 0.03 0.29 0.07 0.63 0.16 2.30
Na2O 0.00 0.04 0.00 0.09 0.27 0.06 0.14 0.00 0.20 0.11 0.00 0.07 0.18
K2O 0.00 0.01 0.00 0.05 0.00 0.00 0.01 0.04 0.29 0.03 0.04 0.02 0.14
P2O5 45.47 45.37 45.27 46.20 45.23 46.17 45.81 45.90 45.18 49.02 45.72 45.29 44.48
Li2O* 9.52 9.59 9.54 3.02 4.07 2.88 0.24 0.87 1.21 3.85 4.82 1.84 6.44
Total* 99.83 100.45 100.47 98.72 97.94 99.11 98.36 98.49 97.48 99.45 99.32 98.48 98.74

Atomic contents
Al 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.002 0.000 0.001 0.000 0.000 0.001 0.000 0.001 0.000
Fe2+ 0.513 0.766 0.495
Fe3+ 0.687 0.449 0.699 0.882 0.802 0.718 0.481 0.478 0.709 0.169
Mn 0.471 0.195 0.503 0.273 0.506 0.288 0.126 0.187 0.259 0.165 0.515 0.328 0.823
Mg 0.001 0.046 0.000 0.034 0.088 0.009 0.031 0.064 0.082 0.420 0.000 0.005 0.003
Ca 0.000 0.000 0.005 0.005 0.010 0.002 0.002 0.001 0.008 0.002 0.017 0.004 0.065
Na 0.000 0.002 0.000 0.004 0.014 0.003 0.007 0.000 0.010 0.005 0.000 0.003 0.009
K 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.002 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.001 0.010 0.001 0.001 0.001 0.005
P 1.006 0.996 0.999 1.000 1.000 1.000 1.000 1.000 1.000 1.000 1.000 1.000 1.000
Li* 1.000 1.000 1.000 0.310 0.428 0.297 0.025 0.090 0.127 0.373 0.500 0.193 0.688

(1) (1) (1) (2) (2) (2) (2) (2) (2) (2) (2) (2) (2)

(1) The a.p.f.u. are calculated on the basis of 4 O and Li* (a.p.f.u.) = 1.
(2) The a.p.f.u. are calculated on the basis of 4 O and P = 1 and Li* (a.p.f.u.) = calculated from charge balance.
Locality* = see Table 1; *Abbreviations: Triph = Triphylite; Fsck = Ferrisicklerite.
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1996). The distribution of the rare-element pegma-
tites in the pegmatite fields, often with the Li-F-
richest facies occurring farthest from the parental
granite, suggests a previous vertical chemical
zonation of the melt within the source pluton. For
example, in the Fregeneda-Almendra pegmatite
field some Li-rich pegmatites lack zoning across the
dyke, but show a clear mineralogical and chemical
change along the dyke, with a continuous enrich-
ment in F and Li northwards. This could be
explained by the inheritance of a previous com-
positional zoning in the melt, before it intruded the
fractures where it crystallized. The greater enrich-
ment in Li, F, and probably also B and H2O, would
notably reduce the viscosity of the most fractio-
nated melts (Dingwell et al., 1996), and would also
lower the liquidus temperature, enhancing the
mobility of the melt. A filter-pressing mechanism
(Propach, 1976), related to deformation that expels
residual melts upwards, would result in a vertical
chemical zonation in the magma chamber (Moyen
et al., 2003; Bea et al., 2005). If melt were expelled
along fractures, the highly fractionated melt in the
upper part of the magma chamber would escape
first. The exsolution of a fluid phase could also help
the extraction of residual melt from mushes (Sisson
and Bacon, 1999). Another mechanism that has
been proposed to explain fractional crystallization
to give a zoning around a pluton is that of
differentiation ‘en route’ to the surface, with the
segregation of solids during magma ascent, which
would allow enrichment in incompatible elements
in the residual melt (Tartes̀e and Boulvais, 2010).
However, this mechanism probably did not have a
significant influence on the chemical evolution of
the pegmatites from the pegmatite fields described
here, as the occurrence of Li mineralization in
the apical parts of leucogranitic cupolas in the
Central Iberian Zone, with a clear upwards zoning,
indicates that in situ fractionation of the melt was an
effective mechanism of melt differentiation. The
compositional, mineralogical and textural similar-
ities of the Li mineralization in the pegmatite fields
and associated with leucogranitic cupolas indicate
that the protoliths and fractionation mechanisms of
the parental melts were quite similar for both.
However, in the case of the mineralization
associated with leucogranitic cupolas, most prob-
ably the system remained closed until the last stages
of pegmatite crystallization (Roda et al., 2005;
Roda-Robles et al., 2012b). The higher Li and F
enrichment attained by micas and the lower Fe/(Fe
+Mn) ratios for phosphates from these bodies
indicate a higher degree of fractionation. This may

be due to loss of some volatile components,
including H2O and B, from the melts escaping
from the parental plutons, during their displace-
ment. Removal of volatile components would have
affected fractionation processes, as these fluxing
components increase diffusivity and lower the
solidus temperature, which enhances fractionation.
The beryl-phosphate pegmatites usually occur

inside anatectic granites, frequently with a gradual
contact with the host rock. The degree of
enrichment in rare elements (e.g. Li, F, B and Sn)
for these bodies is much lower than that of the Li
pegmatites from pegmatite fields and from leuco-
granitic cupolas. The volumetrically significant
amounts of phosphates in these bodies may be
explained by the behaviour of P in peraluminous-
perphosphorous granitic melts, where the activity
of Ca is low and thus there is more P2O5 than CaO
to form normative apatite. Crystallization of
plagioclase could cause a decrease in the Ca/P
ratio in the melt. The excess of P2O5 in late
differentiates becomes stronger from the point
where apatite no longer precipitates, that is, when
P first behaves as an incompatible element
(Bea et al., 1992). This P is progressively
concentrated in the residual melt until intermediate
degrees of pegmatite fractionation, when its
concentration in the melt decreases by the forma-
tion of phosphates and/or through tetrahedral
substitution within the lattice of the feldspars.
Generally there is a low content of mafic constitu-
ents in peraluminous granitic pegmatites. The large
masses of Fe-Mn phosphate in these beryl-
phosphate pegmatites indicate that, in this case,
the concentration of Fe and Mn in the original melt
was still moderately important. A scarcity of boron
would also favour the crystallization of Fe-Mn
phosphates instead of forming Fe-tourmaline (in
these dykes, tourmaline is rarely found).
Intermediate levels of in situ fractionation of
anatectic peraluminous granitic melts represent
the most plausible genetic model for these
pegmatites (Roda-Robles et al., 2012b).
Finally, the quartz-montebrasite veins were most

probably generated from hydrothermal fluids asso-
ciated with the latest stages of fractionation of
parental granitic and/or pegmatitic melts.
According to Černý and Ercit, (2005) a high
μPFO2 is required for the crystallization of mon-
tebrasite. However, the F content in the montebrasite
from these quartz dykes is usually low (Table 5,
Fig. 5a, median ≈1.69 wt.% F). If the formula
proposed by London et al. (2001) to estimate the
concentration of F in melt from the F content in
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amblygonite–montebrasite at 585° and 200 MPa
H2O, is applied, the result is 0.44 wt.% F. This
formulawas used for calculation in pegmatitic melts,
and it may not be appropriate for hydrothermal
fluids. The high concentrations of P required to form
montebrasite in these dykes could be explained, as in
the case of the beryl-phosphate pegmatites, by the
fractionation of P as an incompatible element from
peraluminous-perphosphorous melts. In this case, a
scarcity of mafic components in the original melt
may have prevented the formation of Fe-Mn
phosphates, allowing P to become enriched in the
most fractionated melt.

Lithium exploration clues for the Central Iberian
Zone

The most significant potential for Li mineralization
in this region, with inferred economic interest, is
associated with the pegmatite fields. In general, the
pegmatite bodies with Li mineralization in the
Central Iberian Zone are relatively small, which
makes exploration and extraction more attractive in
highly populated areas where a small, relatively
short-lived open pit operation might have a lower
impact on surrounding communities. At the same
time, more than one Li-enriched body is usually
present in an areawith Li enrichment. Thus, various
small operations could potentially bring more
benefits and development into economically
depressed areas of both Portugal and Spain.
As the pegmatite fields include pegmatites with

varying degrees of Li enrichment, it is important to
consider some common features for all the
pegmatite dykes (barren and Li rich) that may
help in the exploration of Li-enriched pegmatite
fields: (1) An aplitic character, with high albite
content. Plagioclase may be very white and in thin
section it commonly forms myrmekitic inter-
growths. (2) The presence of wedge-shaped K-
feldspar crystals, growing perpendicular to the
contacts with the host rocks. Some K-feldspar
crystals show greyish colours in hand specimen. In
thin sections perthitic textures are usually absent or
poorly developed. (3) Graphic quartz-feldspar
intergrowths are usually absent. (4) Amblygonite–
montebrasite and Fe-Mn phosphates are typical
accessory minerals, even in the less-evolved
pegmatites of those fields. (5) There are low mica
proportions, unless the dyke is Li-mica rich. (6)
Pinkish, greenish or, more rarely, bluish soapy
masses of cookeite or clay minerals, up to 12 cm
long, replacing petalite or spodumene crystals, are
key features of some Li-rich pegmatites.

Final remarks

On the basis of field observations, and of the
mineralogical, textural and compositional
characteristics of the different types of Li mineral-
ization found in the Central Iberian Zone, the
following conclusions can be drawn:
(1) Li mineralization in the Central Iberian Zone

may be classified in four types: aplite-pegmatite
dykes usually grouped in pegmatite fields, Li
mineralization associated with leucogranitic
cupolas, beryl-phosphate pegmatites and quartz-
montebrasite veins.
(2) The main Li minerals of these mineralization

types include Li-mica, spodumene and/or petalite
in the pegmatite fields and leucogranitic cupolas,
triphylite–lithiophilite in the beryl-phosphate peg-
matites and amblygonite–montebrasite in the
quartz-montebrasite veins.
(3) The origin of the Li-mineralization in this

region is probably related to the fractional crystal-
lization of peraluminous melts generated by partial
melting of metasedimentary rocks in the middle
crust during the Variscan orogeny.
(4) The most fractionated pegmatitic bodies are

those occurring in the leucogranitic cupolas and, to
a lesser extent, in the pegmatite fields. The beryl-
phosphate pegmatites show intermediate degrees of
fractionation. The quartz-montebrasite veins are
attributed to a later hydrothermal stage.
(5) The highest economic potential for Li is

attained by the pegmatite fields, due to the notable
Li enrichment shown by some of the dykes and the
number of mineralized bodies in each field.
(6) Aspects of texture and mineralogy provide

indicators that can be used for Li exploration in the
Central Iberian Zone.
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September 12th, afternoon: STOP 1: Feli open-pit 

 

 
 

Travel from the hotel to the Feli open-pit: 
30 km; ! 45 min 
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Locality 1: Fregeneda-Almendra aplite-pegmatite field 
(Salamanca, Spain) 
Stop 1 (12th of September, afternoon) and Stop 4 (14th of September, 
morning) 
 
General Highlights 
-Over two hundreds of aplite-pegmatite dykes, grouped in 11 types from 
barren to highly enriched in Li+F (Fig. 3 and Table 2). 
-Zonal distribution, with a Li+F enrichment northwards (Fig. 3). 
-Main Li-rich minerals: spodumene ± petalite, Li-muscovite & lepidolite. 
-The origin of the Li-rich aplite-pegmatites is probably related to the extreme 
fractionation of late-D3 highly peraluminous granite.   

Stop 1 Highlights (Feli open pit, 12th of September, afternoon) 
-Tin mine closed in the seventies, with cassiterite crystals, some up to 10cm 
Ø, associated with thin, folded quartz-rich veins and pegmatites (type 11 in 
Fig. 3 and Table 2). 
-Feldspars+Li mine from the beginning of the nineties up to 2012. Nowadays 
closed. 
-Lepidolite±spodumene-rich, subvertical aplite-pegmatite body (type 9 in Fig. 
3 and Table 2), up to 20 m thick, with a frequent eye-catching layering, which 
cuts the Sn-rich veins.   
-Overall Li-enrichment of the aplite-pegmatite >1% Li2O. High F contents. 
!!!

 
Stop 1: A) General view of the wall of the Feli open-pit (Fregeneda-Almendra) with a Li-mica rich subvertical 
dique, branched in its upper part, cross-cutting some cassiterite-bearing quartz-rich, folded veins. 

A 
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Stop 1: B) Zoned quartz-rich vein, with the cassiterite crystals disposed along the contacts with the mica-
schists of the hosting rock; C) Li-mica-rich thin dyke, showing the discordant contact with the country rock; 
D) close-up of the main Li-mica rich aplite-pegmatite dyke from the Feli open pit, showing a subvertical 
layering with alternating LI-mica-rich and albite-rich bands; and, E) hand sample from the Feli open-pit with 
coarse-grained Li-mica scales together with greyish K-feldspar. 
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INTRODUCTION 
 
Numerous studies have been developed during the last three decades on pegmatite bodies that 
occur in the Fregeneda-Almendra area (FA), Central-Iberian-Zone, (CIZ), Spain and Portugal, (e.g. 
Roda-Robles, 1993; Roda et al. 1999, 2007, Vieira et al., 2007, Roda-Robles et al., 2010, Vieira, 
2010; Vieira et al., 2011). Based on these works, 11 different types of pegmatites have been 
characterized (Fig. 1, Table 1). Five of these types belong to evolved pegmatites, whereas the 
other six types correspond to barren and intermediate pegmatitic bodies. Most of these pegmatites 
intruded pre-Ordovician metasediments of the schist-metagraywacke complex (SGC), showing a 
zonal distribution from barren to enriched in Li, F, Sn, Rb, Nb>Ta, B, P and Be, with an increase in 
the evolution degree as the distance to the Meda-Penedono-Lumbrales (MPL) granitic complex 
increases northwards (Fig. 3). This zonation suggests, at first sight, a parental relationship 
between the granitic complex and the pegmatites. However, some features are not consistent with 
the hypothesis of a petrogenetic link between the most evolved pegmatites in the FA field and the 
MPL granitic complex: 1) a geochemical modelling made on the different granites and pegmatites 
indicates the existence of at least two different trends of evolution: one for the granite and the 
barren pegmatites; and the other one for the intermediate and evolved pegmatites (Roda et al., 
1999); 2) no more Li-rich pegmatites are observed in relation to the MPL granitic complex along 
the more than 50 Km of outcrop of this granite, eastwards and westwards from the FA area; and 3) 
geochronological data obtained by the 40Ar/39Ar step-heating method on micas indicate a ≈ 15 Ma 
gap of time between the MPL granitic complex and the most fractionated pegmatitic bodies in this 
field, which is too long to consider this granite as the parental melt for such pegmatites.  
 
GEOLOGICAL SETTING AND GENERAL GEOLOGY OF PEGMATITES 
 
The FA area is located in the Central-Iberian-Zone (CIZ), in the western part of a narrow 
metamorphic belt, with an E-W trend. This belt is bordered by the Variscan MPL granitic complex 
(Carnicero, 1981) to the south, and by the Saucelle granite to the NE, both two-mica, peraluminous 
granites, belonging to the group of syntectonic (D3) plutons. These granites and most of the 
pegmatites intruded pre-Ordovician metasediments of the SGC. In the FA area the metamorphism 
shows an isograd distribution increasing to the South parallel to the MPL leucogranite contact, 
reaching locally the sillimanite (fibrolite) isograd. 
Most of the pegmatites from the FA field correspond to poorly evolved pegmatites, which may be 
grouped in two main categories (Table 2, Fig. 3): (i) barren pegmatites with quartz, K-feldspar > 
albite, muscovite, tourmaline ± andalusite ± garnet, (types 1, 2, 3 and 4); and (ii) albite-rich 
intermediate discordant aplite-pegmatites (types 5 and 6), characterized by the occurrence of Fe-
Mn phosphates, montebrasite, and both micas and K-feldspar with higher Rb and Cs contents than 
those of the barren pegmatites (Roda et al., 1999). A third category of pegmatites is less abundant 
but also common. It belongs to (iii) fertile discordant aplite-pegmatites, mainly rich in Li-minerals 
(types 7, 8, 9 and 10) and/or cassiterite (type 11). It is noteworthy that pegmatites from the first 
category are well intragranitic (types 1 and 3), well conformable to the hosting-rocks and occurring 
near the contact with the granite (types 2 and 4). On the contrary, pegmatites from categories (ii) 
and (iii) are clearly discordant, showing similar strikes, close to N10E, and similar dipping, close to 
the vertical. They occur as fracture filling, being these fractures attributed to a late tectonic event 
during the Variscan orogeny. These pegmatites occur further from the contact to the granite, 
northwards (Fig. 3). The main Li-bearing mineral assemblages in the Li-rich pegmatites include 
petalite (type 7); spodumene (type 8)(Stop 4, Alberto open pit); lepidolite+spodumene (type 
9)(Stop 1, Feli open-pit); and lepidolite (type 10). It is remarkable that the Sn-rich dykes, (type 11, 
occur folded and are crosscut by one lepidolite+spodumene dyke (type 9) in the Feli open pit 
)(Stop 1), in the northernmost part of the field (Fig. 3). Some drillings made in this open pit showed 
the presence of a hidden granitic body under the Sn-rich and the lepidolite+spodumene rich dikes. 
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Fig. 3: Distribution of the pegmatite types in the Fregeneda-Almendra area. Legend: Group i) 1– simple 
interior; 2 – quartz+andalusite conformable dykes; 3 – simple dykes and apophyses; 4 – simple conformable; 
Group ii) 5– K-feldspar discordant dykes; 6 – simple discordant; Group iii) 7 – petalite-bearing discordant; 8 – 
spodumene-bearing discordant; 9 –lepidolite-spodumene-bearing discordant; 10 – lepidolite-bearing 
discordant; 11 – Sn-bearing discordant; 12 – syn-F3 granites; 13 – Pre-Ordovician Schist-Metagraywacke-
Complex; 14 – Ordovician formations; 15 – quartz segregations fractures; 16 – porphyry granitic/riolitic and 
faults; 17 – sillimanite isograd; 18 – andalusite isograd; 19 – biotite isograd. 
 
 
GEOCHRONOLOGY AND IMPLICATIONS FOR THE PETROGENESIS OF THE 
PEGMATITES (From Roda-Robles et al., 2009, Vieira 2010) 
 
Micas 40Ar/39Ar geochronology from pegmatites of the FA area yielded concordant spectra with 
overall 295.1 ± 4.2 Ma to 311.2 ± 3.7 Ma, and 40Ar/39Ar intercept statistically indistinguishable from 
the atmospheric value of 295.5. The main facies of the MPL granite yields a flat age spectrum and 
well-defined plateau age of 311.2 ± 3.7 Ma. Intermediate age values are in the range 305.0±3.3 to 
300.0±3.1 Ma  (hidden granite and Sn-rich dykes of type 11, respectively). Mica spectra for barren 
pegmatites of the category (i) are mainly composed of concordant steps and yield plateau ages 
included in this intermediate range. Micas from the (ii) and (iii) pegmatitic categories yield 
concordant spectra and plateau ages in the range of 295.1±4.2 to 296.4±3.5 Ma. These data are 
consistent with the Rb-Sr age (292±2.6 Ma) for the lepidolite-rich dyke occurring in the Riba d´Alva 
scheelite mineralization north from the FA field (Nitschke, 1998). It is noteworthy that all these 
pegmatites are discordant, (types 6, 7, 8, 9 and 10), showing similar strike, dipping and style.  
Based on these results, three different sets of ages have been obtained for the granites and 
pegmatites from the FA area. The gap between the main facies of the MPL granite and the 
pegmatites belonging to the (ii) and (iii) categories, close to 15 Ma, makes it difficult to relate the 
origin of all these pegmatites with this granite. The geochronological results are in agreement with 
the geological data. The main facies of the MPL is prior to the development of any of the 
pegmatitic bodies in the FA field. Later granitic facies, with relative ages deduced from structural 
and mineralogical data, would be more possibly related with the crystallization of the barren 
pegmatites. In this way, the facies of the hidden granite located under the Feli open pit, with an 
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age of 305.0±3.3 Ma, could be more probably related to the genesis of the barren pegmatites that 
have ages between 300.0±3.5 and 304.8±4.7 Ma. It is also possible that this granite is linked to the 
genesis of the Sn-rich dykes, with an age of 300.0±3.1 Ma and that occur as a stockwork over this 
granite. These Sn-rich dikes are crosscut by a younger lepidolite-spodumene-rich dyke, with an 
age of 295.3±3.9 Ma. The origin of the youngest pegmatites is likely to be related to a non-
outcropping late-orogenic granite, that are abundant close to this area.  
The zonal distribution of pegmatites in relation to the MPL granitic complex in the FA area could be 
a casual and not causal feature, at least for the most evolved pegmatitic bodies. Anyway, further 
studies must be done, including dating of all the granitic facies in the MPL complex as well as the 
nearest late-tectonic granites. Also structural studies on these granites would help the 
interpretation of the petrogenetic links between granites and pegmatites. 
 
 
Table 2: Main characteristics of the groups of pegmatites recognized in the Fregeneda-Almendra area 
(Roda-Robles et al., 2009) 
	 TYPE	 MINERALOGY	 HOST	ROCK	 MORPHOLOGY	AND	 REMARKS	 ENRICHMENT	
	 	 Main	 Other	 METAMORPHISM	 STRUCTURE	 	 	
	 	 minerals	minerals		 	
	 (1)	 Qtz	 ms	 (intragranitic)	 dyke-like	 scarce	 K,	Al,	Si,	(B,	P)	
	 	 Kfs	 ab	 	 thickness	<	50	cm	 within	the	Lumbrales	 	
	 	 	 tur	 	 	 	 granite	
	 (2)	 Qtz	 ms	 Andalusite	 conformable	 	 boudinage	structures.	 Al,	Si,	(B,	K)	
	 	 and					 tur	 zone	 dyke-like	 	 Qtz	&	and	their	 	
	 	 	 Kfs	 	 thickness	<	40	cm	 main	minerals	
	 	 	 chl	 	 	 	 	 	
	 (3)	 Qtz	 ab		 Sillimanite,	 irregular	and	bulbous	masses	abundant;	 K,	Al,	Si,	(B)	
	 	 Kfs	 tur	 andalusite	and	 ellipsoidal,	lenticular	or	 aplite-pegmatite	facies;			
	 	 ms	 bt	 biotite	zones	 turnip-shaped	forms	 graphic	texture	
	 (4)	 Qtz	 and	 Sillimanite	and	 conformable	 abundant;	 B,	Al,	Na		
	 	 Kfs	 chl	 andalusite	 dyke-like	 in	some	cases	internal	 	
	 	 ms	 grt	 zones	 locally	with	 zoning,	graphic	texture	 	
	 	 ab	 bt	 	 internal	zonation	 	
	 	 tur	 	 	 thickness	1	m	
	 (5)	 Kfs	 Qtz		 Biotite	zone	 disconformable	 not	very	abundant;	 K	
	 	 	 ms	 	 dyke-like	 main	component	is	 	
	 	 	 pyrite	 	 thickness	>	1	m	 pink	K-feldspar	
	 (6)	 Qtz	 ±pho	 Biotite	 disconformable	 most	abundant	 K,	Na,	Al,	
	 	 Kfs	 ±mbs	 and	 dyke-like	 Near	the	granite	 Si,	
	 	 ab	 ±tur	 chlorite	 thickness	<	10	cm	-	2	m	 internal	zoning	can	be	 (P,	Li)	
	 	 ms	 	 zones	 	 present	
	 (7)	 Qtz	 ms	 Sillimanite		 disconformable	 main	body	mined	in	the	Li,	Sn,	P	

	 	 pet	 cst	 andalusite	and	 dyke-like	 Bajoca	open-pit	 	
	 	 ab	 ±mbs	 andal/biot	limit	 without	internal	zonation	 	
	 	 ±ecr	 	 	 thickness	5-30	m	 	 	
	 (8)	 Qtz	 ms	 Biotite/chlorite	 disconformable	 main	body	mined	in	the	Li,	Sn,	P,	Be	 	

	 	 spd	 mbs	 limit	 dyke-like	 Alberto	open-pit	
	 	 ab	 pet	 zone	 without	internal	zonation	 	
	 	 Kfs	 brl	 	 thickness	4-15	m	 	
	 (9)	 Qtz	 mbs	 Biotite	 disconformable	 not	very	abundant;	 Li,	Sn,	P,	Be	
	 	 ab,	Kfs	 cst	 and	 dyke-like	 layered	internal	 (Rb,	Cs)	
	 	 Li-mica	 brl		 chlorite	 internal	zoning	common	 structure	common	 	
	 	 ms	 ap	 zones	 thickness	<15	m		 Li-bearing	minerals	
	 	 spd	 ±ecr	 	 	 	 	
	 (10)	 Qtz	 ms	 Biotite	 disconformablelayered	internal	struct.	 Li,	Sn,	P,	Be	 	
	 	 ab	 cst	 and	 dyke-like	 lepidolite	abundant	 (Rb,	Cs)	
	 	 Li-mica	 mbs	 chlorite	 internal	zoning	common	 	
	 	 Kfs	 	 zones	 thickness	<	3	m		 	
	 (11)	 Qtz	 ms	 Chlorite	 disconformable	 scarce,	and	folded	 Sn,	K,	(P)	
	 	 cst	 Kfs	 zone	 dyke-like,	thickness	<	50	cm	 with	a	reduction	in	the	 	
	 	 ab	 ap	 	 locally	with	internal	zoning	 vertical	length	
Qtz-quartz;	Kfs-K-feldspar;	ms-muscovite;	ab-albite;	 tur-tourmaline;	and-andalusite;	 chl-chlorite;	bt-biotite;	grt-garnet;	py-
pyrite;	pho-phosphates;	mbs-montebrasite;	spd-spodumene;	cst-cassiterite;	ap-apatite;	brl-beryl;	ecr-eucryptite	
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FIGURE 1. Distribution of  the pegmatite types in the Fregeneda-Almendra area.  
Legend: Group i) 1– simple interior; 2 – quartz + andalusite conformable dykes; 3 – simple dykes and apophyses; 4 – simple 
conformable; Group ii) 5– K-feldspar discordant dykes; 6 – simple discordant; Group iii) 7 – petalite-bearing discordant;  
8 – spodumene-bearing discordant; 9 – Li-mica + spodumene discordant; 10 – Li-mica-bearing discordant; 11 – Sn-bearing 
discordant; 12 – syntectonic Variscan granites; 13 – Pre-Ordovician schist-metagreywacke complex; 14 – Ordovician 
formations; 15 – quartz segregations fractures; 16 – porphyry granitic/riolitic and faults; 17 – sillimanite isograd; 18 – andalusite 
isograd; 19 – biotite isograd.  
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FIGURE 2. Modelling trends for Li vs. Ba and  Rb vs. 
Ba for the fractional crystallization of  the granitic 
melts (dashed lines between granites) subsequent to the 
partial-melting of  the SMC (filled lines between SMC). 
A, B, C and D is for the whole-rock pegmatite types 
compositions from the Fregeneda-Almendra pegmatite 
field (Table 3.). 
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FIGURE 3. Fregeneda-Almendra model sequence for the metamorphic and 
magmatic events operating in the pegmatites formation. 
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ABSTRACT

Field, textural, paragenetic, and chemical data for micas from pegmatites of the Fregeneda-Almendra 
pegmatitic field (Central-Iberian Zone) are used to characterize and evaluate their petrogenesis. These 
pegmatites show a zonal distribution from barren to evolved, with an increase in degree of evolution 
with increasing distance from the Mêda-Penedono-Lumbrales leucogranite. Five types of evolved 
pegmatites have been recognized: (1) petalite-rich, (2) spodumene-rich, (3) Li-mica + spodumene-
rich, (4) Li-mica-rich, and (5) cassiterite-rich pegmatites, plus six types of barren and intermediate 
pegmatites. Representative micas from the different pegmatite types and from the leucogranite were 
analyzed for major and trace elements. All micas belong to the muscovite-lepidolite series. Lithium 
is incorporated into Li-micas via the Li3Al–1o–2 and Si2LiAl–3 substitutions, where o represents 
vacancies. The Al4Si–3o–1 and Al2o1R2+

–3 substitutions, where R2+ = (Fe + Mg + Mn), account for the 
compositional variability of micas from the Li-mica-free pegmatites. The Li, Rb, Cs, Be, Ta, and Nb 
contents of micas increase in the order: leucogranites and barren pegmatites < intermediate pegma-
tites < spodumene-bearing and petalite-bearing dikes < Li-mica-bearing pegmatites. The Ba content 
decreases in the same order, and Sn and Zn are relatively abundant in the intermediate pegmatites. 
These variations are consistent with rare-element enrichment via fractionation processes combined 
with partitioning of rare elements from the pegmatite melt into the minerals and volatile phases. 
However, some pegmatite types occurring in this area, such as the cassiterite-rich dikes, do not seem 
to form part of the same evolutionary trend.

Keywords: Micas, pegmatites, compositional variations, petrologic implications, degree of evolu-
tion, Fregeneda-Almendra area

INTRODUCTION

In the Fregeneda-Almendra area (FA) (Salamanca, Spain, 
and Guarda, Portugal), 11 pegmatite types have been recognized. 
They show a zonal distribution northward from the Mêda-
Penedono-Lumbrales granitic complex (MPL). Less evolved 
dikes occur inside or close to the contact of the granite, and 
the content in lithophile elements increases northward with in-
creased distance from the granite. In the northernmost part of the 
field, Li- and/or Sn-rich pegmatites are common (petalite-rich, 
spodumene-rich, Li-mica + spodumene-rich, Li-mica-rich, and 
cassiterite-rich) (Roda 1993; Roda et al. 1999; Vieira 2010). The 
evolution observed in the FA field with increased distance from 
the MPL granite is mineralogical, textural, and compositional. 
All rock-forming minerals of these pegmatites reflect clearly 
this evolution, which is especially apparent in mica, ubiquitous 
minerals in all the pegmatites from the FA field. Physical proper-
ties, chemical composition, and paragenetic relations of micas 

have been frequently used to establish the degree of evolution 
and	crystallization	conditions	of	pegmatites	(e.g.,	Černý	and	Burt	
1984; Foord et al. 1995; Wise 1995; Jolliff et al. 1987, 1992; 
Henderson et al. 1989; Roda et al. 1995, 2006, 2007a; Kile and 
Foord 1998; Brigatti et al. 2000).

This paper is concerned with micas from the different pegma-
tite types in the FA field. This field is a good example to better 
understand the chemical, paragenetic, and textural evolution 
of micas during pegmatitic crystallization in zoned pegmatitic 
fields. We focus on the paragenetic and textural relations, and 
chemical composition in relation to pegmatite petrogenesis. We 
also propose an order of crystallization for the different pegmatite 
types in the area.

GEOLOGICAL SETTING AND GENERAL GEOLOGY OF 
THE PEGMATITES

The FA area represents a typical section of the metamorphic 
Variscan basement in the Central-Iberian Zone, which is located in 
the western part of a narrow EW trending belt (Fig. 1). It consists 
largely of psammopelites, with abundant intercalations of quartz-
ites, conglomerates and, less frequently, amphibolites and calc-
silicate rocks from the pre-Ordovician Schist-Greywacke Complex 

* Present address: DGAOT, FCUP, Rua do Campo Alegre, 687, 
4169-007 Porto, Portugal. E-mail: romeu.vieira@fc.up.pt
† E-mail: encar.roda@ehu.es
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TABLE 1. Main characteristics of the types of pegmatites recognized in the Fregeneda-Almendra area

Type                                Mineralogy  Host rock  Morphology and  Remarks Enrichment   metamorphism structure  
 Main Other
(1) Qtz, Kfs Ms, Ab, Tur, Bt (Intragranitic) Dike-like; thickness  Scarce; within the  K, Al, Si, (B, P)
    < 50 cm MPL granite
(2) Qtz, And Ms, Tur, Kfs Andalusite zone Conformable dike-like;  Scarce; boudinage  Al, Si, (B, K)
    thickness < 50 cm structures
(3) Qtz, Kfs, Ms Ab, Tur, Bt,  Sillimanite, andalusite Irregular and bulbous masses;  More common to the east;  K, Al, Si, (B, P)
  Fe-Mn Pho  and biotite zones ellipsoidal or lenticular forms graphic texture 
(4) Qtz, Kfs, Ms, Ab And, Tur, Grt, Bt Sillimanite and  Conformable dike-like locally  Abundant;  Al, Na, B
   andalusite zones with internal zonation; thick. < 1 m graphic texture
(5) Kfs, Qtz Ms, Py Biotite zone Discordant dike-like; Scarce; main component 
    thickness > 1m  is pink Kfs K
(6) Qtz, Kfs, Ab, Ms ± Fe-Mn Pho,  Biotite and  Discordant dike-like;  Most abundant; internal K, Na, Al, Si, (P, Li)
  ± Mbs, ± Tur, Cst, CT chlorite zones thickness < 10 cm to 2 m  zoning can be present 
(7) Qtz, Pet, Ab, Kfs Ms, Cst, CT, ± Mbs, Sillimanite, andalusite and  Discordant dike-like without Bajoca, Pombal and  Li, Sn, P
   Fe-Mn Pho ± Ecr andal./biotite limit  internal zonation; thickness 5–30 m Hinojosa del Duero 
(8) Qtz, Spd, Ab, Kfs Ms, Mbs, Pet,  Biotite/chlorite limit zone Discordant dike-like without  Alberto and Valdecoso Li, P (Sn)
  Fe-Mn Pho  internal zonation; thickness 4–15 m 
(9) Qtz, Ab, Kfs,  Mbs, Cst, CT, Ap,  Biotite and  Discordant dike-like; internal  Feli Li, Sn, P, F, (Rb, Cs)
 Li-mica, Ms, Spd ± Ecr, Fe-Mn Pho chlorite zones zoning common; thick. < 15 m 
(10) Qtz, Ab,  Ms, Cst, CT, Mbs Biotite and  Discordant dike-like; internal  Cármen, Riba d’Alva  Li, Sn, P, F, (Rb, Cs)
 Li-mica, Kfs  chlorite zones zoning common; thick. < 3 m and Ramalha 
(11) Qtz, Cst, Ab Ab, Ms, Kfs, CT, Ap Chlorite zone Discordant dike-like; locally  Only in the eastern  Sn, K
    with internal zoning; thick. < 50 cm part, Feli
Notes: Qtz = quartz; Kfs = K-feldspar; Ms = muscovite; Ab = albite; Tur = Tourmaline; And = Andalusite; Chl = chlorite; Bt = biotite; Grt = garnet; Py = pyrite; Pho = 
phosphates; Mbs = montebrasite; Pet = petalite; Spd = spodumene; Cst = cassiterite; CT = Nb-Ta oxides; Ap = apatite; Ecr = eucryptite. MPL = Mêda-Penedono-
Lumbrales granitic complex.

FIGURE 1. Distribution of the pegmatite types in the Fregeneda-Almendra area. Group i legend: 1 = simple interior; 2 = quartz + andalusite 
conformable dikes; 3 = simple dikes and apophyses; 4 = simple conformable. Group ii legend: 5 = K-feldspar discordant dikes; 6 = simple 
discordant. Group iii legend: 7 = petalite-bearing discordant; 8 = spodumene-bearing discordant; 9 = Li-mica + spodumene-bearing discordant; 10 
= Li-mica-bearing discordant; 11 = Sn-bearing discordant; 12 = syntectonic Variscan granites; 13 = Pre-Ordovician Schist-Greywacke complex; 
14 = Ordovician formations; 15 = quartz segregations fractures; 16 = porphyry granite/rhyolite and faults; 17 = sillimanite isograd; 18 = andalusite 
isograd; 19 = biotite isograd.
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(SGC). This belt is bordered by the Variscan MPL granitic complex 
to the south and by the Saucelle granite to the northeast (Fig. 1). 
Both granites and most of the pegmatites intrude the SGC.

Deformation	and	metamorphism
Overall, the rocks from the FA area record a Variscan poly-

phasic deformation accompanied by regional metamorphism. 
The earliest phase—D1—produced WNW-ESE polyharmonic 
folds with subhorizontal axes and a subvertical axial-planar folia-
tion. This initial folding gave rise to an important set of sinistral 
ductile shear faults along WNW-ESE strike. The second phase 
is characterized by the development of a subhorizontal penetra-
tive foliation. It has been related to ductile-shearing processes 
of extensional origin that account for the mylonitic foliation in 
the granitic rocks. D3 was a discontinuous, localized deformation 
that produced open to tight folds with NW-SE to EW trending 
axes, characterized by a crenulation superimposed on the previ-
ous foliation (Silva and Ribeiro 1991, 1994; Ábalos et al. 2002). 
Finally, a late deformation gave rise to ductile-brittle Variscan 
sinistral shears (NNE-SSW to NE-SW).

During D1 the rocks underwent a prograde metamorphism 
with the development of a metamorphic sequence typical of 
>4 kbar at temperatures of ≈ 600–700 °C followed by a nearly 
isothermal decompression during D2 that led to low-pressure 
conditions (≈2 kbar) recorded by the stability of andalusite 
(Ábalos et al. 2002). In the FA area, the metamorphic grade 
increases toward the MPL leucogranite contact, locally reaching 
the sillimanite zone (Fig. 1).

Granites	and	pegmatites

The granitic rocks of the Central-Iberian Zone may be clas-
sified according to their relation to Variscan deformation, and 
two main groups can be distinguished: (1) pre- to syntectonic 
intrusions; and (2) late- to post-tectonic intrusions. The MPL and 
Saucelle granites are two-mica, peraluminous granites belonging 
to the first group of syntectonic intrusions.

Most of the pegmatites from the FA field are poorly evolved 
and fall into two main categories (Table 1; Fig. 1) (Roda et al. 
2007b; Vieira 2010): (1) barren pegmatites that consist of quartz, 
K-feldspar > albite, muscovite, tourmaline ± andalusite ± garnet, 
(types 1, 2, 3, and 4); and (2) intermediate-discordant pegmatites 
(types 5 and 6), the latter characterized by the occurrence of Fe-
Mn phosphates, montebrasite, and both micas and feldspars with 
higher Rb and Cs contents than those of the barren pegmatites 
(Roda et al. 1999). A third category of pegmatites, although less 
abundant, is common; it comprises fertile discordant pegmatites, 
mainly enriched in Li-minerals (types 7, 8, 9, and 10) and/or 
cassiterite (type 11). Except for the pegmatites belonging to type 
3, whose shapes are quite variable, ranging from irregular and 
bulbous masses to ellipsoidal, lens-like, or turnip-shaped forms, 
the rest of the pegmatitic bodies in the FA field are clearly dike-
like. It is noteworthy that pegmatites from the first category are 
intragranitic (types 1 and 3), as well as conformable to the host 
rocks, occurring near the contact with the granite (types 2 and 
4). Conversely, pegmatites from categories 2 and 3 are clearly 
discordant, showing similar strike, close to N010-030°E, and 
close to vertical. These pegmatites occur further north from the 
contact of the MPL granite (Fig. 1). They are fracture infillings 

generated during a late Variscan tectonic event. Some of the 
conformable barren pegmatites are affected by these fractures 
(López Plaza et al. 1982). Therefore, we can assume that the 
barren pegmatites are older than the discordant pegmatites. 
The main Li-bearing mineral assemblages in the Li-rich peg-
matites include petalite (type 7), spodumene (type 8), Li-mica 
+ spodumene (type 9), and Li-mica (type 10). It is remarkable 
that the Sn-rich dikes (type 11) are folded and crosscut by one 
Li-mica + spodumene dike (type 9) at the Feli open pit, in the 
northernmost part of the field (Fig. 1).

SAMPLING AND ANALYTICAL METHODS
The mica samples studied were selected from all the pegmatite types occurring 

in the FA field, with the exception of type 5, and from the MPL leucogranite. Mica 
samples from type 5 were not included in this work because these pegmatites are 
mainly composed of K-feldspar (≈99%), and the micas are very scarce and prob-
ably secondary. Some of the samples were prepared by hand picking, and later 
examined with a binocular microscope to remove contaminated grains, and then 
ground in an automated agate pulverizer.

Over 250 major-element analyses were done on polished thin sections using a 
Camebax SX-50 electron microprobe, in the Laboratoire de Minéralogie et Cristal-
lographie of the Université Paul Sabatier, Toulouse, France, and a JEOL JXA 8500-F 
electron microprobe in the Laboratório Nacional de Energia e Geologia, S. M. Infesta, 
Porto, Portugal. Operating conditions were the same for both electron microprobes: 
voltage 15 kV and beam current 10 nA. The internal standards used in the Camebax 
SX-50 were: SiO2 (Si), MnTiO3 (Ti, Mn), wollastonite (Ca), corundum (Al), hematite 
(Fe), albite (Na), orthoclase (K), fluorite (F), periclase (Mg), synthetic glass (Rb2O 
= 1.11% and Cs2O = 1.89%), BaTiO3 (Ba), sphalerite (Zn), and tugtupite (Cl). On 
the JEOL JXA 8500-F electron microprobe, the following standards were used: 
sanidine (Si, Al, K), MnTiO3 (Ti, Mn), apatite (Ca), Fe2O3 (Fe), albite (Na), fluorite 
(F), periclase (Mg), synthetic glass of Rb and Cs (Rb, Cs), barite (Ba), and sphalerite 
(Zn). Trace elements, including Rb, Be, Sr, Ba, Sc, V, Cr, Co, Ni, Cu, Zn, Ga, Y, Nb, 
Ta, Zr, Hf, Mo, Sn, Tl, Pb, U, Th, W, and REE, were analyzed at the University of 
Granada using a Perkin Elmer SCIEX Elan-5000 inductively coupled plasma mass 
spectrometer (ICP-MS). Lithium contents were determined for some samples using 
atomic absorption (AA). Based on the strong correlation between AA data of Li and 
EPM data of F, the rest of the Li contents were estimated according to the equation: 
Li = 0.5387F – 0.1205 (R2 = 0.9685, n = 11). This correlation is consistent with the 
empirical relations proposed by Henderson et al. (1989), Tindle and Webb (1990), 
Tischendorf et al. (1997), and Pesquera et al. (1999). The correlation has also been 
experimentally demonstrated in trioctahedral and partly dioctahedral lithium micas 
by Monier and Robert (1986).

OCCURRENCE AND TEXTURES
Most of the micas occurring in the pegmatites from the FA 

field belong to the muscovite-lepidolite series, with the excep-
tion of biotite in a few barren pegmatite bodies (types 3 and 4) 
and some very fine-grained, secondary zinnwaldite crystals in 
the Bajoca open pit (type 7). Muscovite is widespread in all 
pegmatite types, either in the contact zones or in the internal 
zones. Normally, crystals are variable in size, up to 4 cm—
book-like, flakes, and laths—of silvery colors. Fine aggregates 
of greenish muscovite, locally replacing pre-existing minerals, 
e.g., feldspars or Li-aluminosilicates, are also common, but are 
not considered here. The cassiterite-rich pegmatites (type 11) 
contain small flakes (<1 cm) of a white-yellowish muscovite. 
Lithium-mica occurs exclusively in two of the 11 pegmatite types 
(types 9 and 10), which are particularly enriched in Li and F. This 
type of pegmatite is characterized by a layering consisting of a 
sequence in which Li-mica + quartz-rich layers alternate with 
albite + K-feldspar-rich layers. Li-mica has a typical lilac color, 
occurring as prismatic or wedge-shaped crystals (≈1 cm) or as 
fine saccharoidal aggregates with quartz and feldspar. The micas 
are optically homogeneous, even the biggest crystals.
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ANALYTICAL RESULTS
In general, the micas show compositional differences with 

pegmatite type for major, minor, and trace elements (Tables 2 
and 3; Figs. 2, 3, and 4). As shown in Figure 2a with [(Fe + 
Mn + Ti) – VIAl] vs. (Mg – Li) (Tischendorf et al. 1997), the 
compositions of the micas from Li-mica + spodumene-rich 
pegmatites (type 9) and Li-mica-rich pegmatites (type 10) define 
a trend from the muscovite end-member toward Li-muscovite, 
frequently quite close to the trilithionite end-member. The rest 
of micas associated with the other pegmatite types and granite 
plot around muscovite (Table 2; Fig. 2). On average, muscovite 
shows a clear cation-deficiency at the interlayer site Σ(Ca + Na 
+ K + Rb + Cs), especially for micas from the granite (1.82 to 
1.93 apfu) and pegmatite types 1 to 4 (1.77 to 1.96 apfu) (Table 
2). The octahedral site-occupancy for muscovite associated 
with the granite, barren (type 1 to type 4), intermediate (type 6), 
petalite (type 7), and spodumene (type 8) pegmatites varies from 
4.055 to 4.148 apfu, close to the 4.0 apfu of ideal dioctahedral 
muscovite. The micas from type 9 (Li-mica + spodumene) and 
type 10 (Li-mica) pegmatites show the highest octahedral site-
occupancies, with muscovite showing average values of 4.289 
apfu, indicative of a mixed-layer structure (Foord et al. 1995). 
Lithium-muscovite, exclusive of type 9 and 10 pegmatites, has 

octahedral site occupancies between dioctahedral (4.518 apfu) 
and trioctahedral values (5.494 apfu). When compared to musco-
vite from other FA pegmatite types and the granite, the muscovite 
from the pegmatite types 9 and 10 show the highest content of 
Li2O [<1.83 wt% (av. 0.86) n = 43], F [<3.63 wt% (av. 1.82) n = 
43], Rb2O [<0.99 wt% (av. 0.38) n = 43], and Cs2O [<0.65 wt% 
(av. 0.12) n = 43] and the lowest content of Al2O3 [>30.74 wt% 
(av. 34.20) n = 43]. Moreover, Li-muscovite from these pegmatite 
types (9 and 10) shows enrichment in Li2O and F [av. 2.67 and 
5.17 wt% (n = 50), respectively], reaching a maximum of 4.74 
wt% (Li2O) and 9.02 wt% (F) close to trilithionite. Li-muscovite 
is also characterized by the highest contents in MnO (0.75 wt%), 
Rb2O (1.40 wt%) and Cs2O (0.82 wt%).

The K/Rb ratio for micas (Fig. 3, Table 3) decreases from the 
MPL granite and the barren pegmatites (types 1, 2, 3, and 4) (49 
to 147) through the intermediate pegmatites (type 6) (48), the 
petalite-rich (type 7), and the spodumene-rich pegmatites (type 
8) (39 and 33, respectively). The lowest K/Rb values are found 
in the Li-mica + spodumene-rich (type 9) and the Li-mica-rich 
(type 10) pegmatites (12 and 8, respectively). In Figure 3, an 
enrichment in Li (14 681 and 14 774 ppm), Rb (7075 and 10 388 
ppm), Cs (1375 and 1891 ppm), Be (64 and 38 ppm), and Tl (43 
and 53 ppm) is observed for Li-muscovite of types 9 and 10, 

TABLE 2. Representative mica compositions (major, minor, and trace elements) of the different pegmatite types from the Fregeneda-Almendra 
field

Type Granite T1 T2 T3 T4 T6 T7 T8 T9
Sample Mêda-9 10-6 136-6 269-5 claII-2 252-2 11-34 ma-8 fr-4
Mica type Ms Ms Ms Ms Ms Ms Ms Ms Li-ms

(wt%)
SiO2  45.26 ± 0.22 45.15 ± 0.22 45.50 ± 0.22 45.99 ± 0.23 45.82 ± 0.22 45.81 ± 0.22 44.53 ± 0.33 45.73 ± 0.61 47.19 ± 0.23
TiO2 0.39 ± 0.04 0.21 ± 0.04 0.17 ± 0.04 0.14 ± 0.04 0.20 ± 0.04 b.d. 0.06 ± 0.02 b.d. b.d.
Al2O3 34.72 ± 0.16 35.17 ± 0.16 35.52 ± 0.16 35.56 ± 0.16 35.37 ± 0.16 36.47 ± 0.16 37.15 ± 0.44 36.81 ± 0.47 30.63 ± 0.15
FeO 1.57 ± 0.12 1.86 ± 0.13 0.86 ± 0.09 1.52 ± 0.12 1.20 ± 0.10 1.03 ± 0.11 0.71 ± 0.10 0.62 ± 0.16 0.30 ± 0.07
MnO b.d. b.d. b.d. b.d. b.d. b.d. b.d. b.d. 0.28 ± 0.08
MgO 0.78 ± 0.03 0.43 ± 0.02 0.64 ± 0.02 0.51 ± 0.02 0.48 ± 0.02 0.07 ± 0.01 b.d. b.d. b.d.
ZnO b.d. 0.10 ± 0.08 b.d. b.d. b.d. b.d. b.d. b.d. b.d.
CaO b.d. b.d. 0.02 ± 0.01 b.d. b.d. b.d. b.d. b.d. b.d.
Li2O* 0.05 0.15 0 0.19 0.19 0 0.09 0.04 2.1
Na2O 0.56 ± 0.03 0.72 ± 0.02 1.11 ± 0.04 0.60 ± 0.03 0.85 ± 0.03 0.39 ± 0.03 0.33 ± 0.06 0.55 ± 0.07 0.19 ± 0.02
K2O 10.30 ± 0.14 9.73 ± 0.14 9.08 ± 0.13 10.09 ± 0.14 9.57 ± 0.14 10.26 ± 0.14 10.61 ± 0.35 10.44 ± 0.30 9.80 ± 0.14
BaO 0.09 ± 0.03 0.09 ± 0.03 0.18 ± 0.03 0.11 ± 0.03 0.04 ± 0.03 b.d. b.d. n.a. 0.06 ± 0.03
Rb2O b.d. b.d. b.d. b.d. b.d. b.d. 0.34 ± 0.06 0.11 ± 0.09 0.51 ± 0.07
Cs2O b.d. b.d. b.d. b.d. b.d. 0.09 ± 0.04 b.d. b.d. 0.21 ± 0.05
F 0.31 ± 0.04 0.50 ± 0.04 b.d. 0.58 ± 0.04 0.58 ± 0.04 0.15 ± 0.04 0.38 ± 0.09 0.30 ± 0.25 4.12 ± 0.08
O=F 0.13 0.21 0 0.24 0.24 0.06 0.16 0.13 1.73
H2O* 4.27 4.19 4.43 4.21 4.18 4.4 4.25 4.34 2.41
 Total* 98.17 98.09 97.51 99.26 98.24 98.61 98.29 98.84 96.06
 Structural formulas on the basis of 24 (O, OH, F) atoms
Si 6.139 6.12 6.153 6.149 6.164 6.145 6.018 6.12 6.493
IVAl 1.861 1.88 1.847 1.851 1.836 1.855 1.982 1.88 1.507
(Z) 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8
VIAl 3.689 3.739 3.815 3.753 3.773 3.91 3.935 3.926 3.459
Ti 0.04 0.021 0.017 0.014 0.02 0 0.006 0 0
Fe2+ 0.178 0.211 0.097 0.17 0.135 0.115 0.08 0.069 0.035
Mn 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.033
Mg 0.157 0.087 0.128 0.101 0.097 0.015 0 0 0
Li 0.026 0.081 0 0.104 0.104 0 0.046 0.023 1.161
Zn 0 0.01 0 0 0 0 0 0.003 0
(Y) 4.09 4.149 4.058 4.142 4.128 4.041 4.067 4.021 4.688
Ca 0 0 0.003 0 0 0 0 0 0
Na 0.146 0.189 0.292 0.156 0.222 0.102 0.087 0.142 0.049
K 1.782 1.683 1.567 1.721 1.642 1.756 1.829 1.783 1.72
Rb 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.03 0.009 0.045
Cs 0 0 0 0 0 0.005 0 0 0.012
(X) 1.928 1.872 1.861 1.877 1.865 1.863 1.946 1.934 1.827
F 0.135 0.214 0 0.246 0.246 0.062 0.163 0.128 1.793
OH 3.866 3.786 4 3.754 3.754 3.939 3.835 3.872 2.207
Notes: b.d. = below detection limit. n.a. = not analyzed. 
* Calculated.  
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respectively. On the other hand, Ba shows a negative correlation 
with the K/Rb ratio, with the higher values (1614 ppm) in the 
quartz-andalusite type 2 veins.

The highest values in Sn (896 ppm) occur in muscovites from 
the cassiterite-bearing pegmatites (type 11). Enrichment in Sn is 
found from the MPL granite (175 ppm) to the intermediate type 
6 pegmatites (669 ppm) and petalite and spodumene-bearing 
pegmatite types (508 and 730, respectively).

Micas from the different pegmatite types and the MPL granite 
are depleted in REE (Table 3), with values for ΣLREE ranging 
from 0.37 to 12.13 for the pegmatites and to 31.34 ppm for 
the granite, whereas the content in heavy rare earth elements 
is much lower, with ΣHREE ranging from 0.04 to 1.29 for the 
pegmatites, and to 3.72 ppm for the granite. The REE pattern is 
characterized by a relative enrichment in LREE, the (La/Yb)N 
ratio ranging from 3.83 to 111.55. A negative Eu anomaly is 
observed for most of the pegmatites and for the MPL granite 
(Eu/Eu* = 0.28–0.98 and 0.16, respectively), a typical feature 
of evolved melts. However, the cassiterite-rich dikes (type 11) 
and the quartz-andalusite dikes (type 2) exhibit a clear positive 
Eu anomaly (Eu/Eu* = 5.67 and 2.37, respectively), which in the 
case of the cassiterite-rich dikes, could be related to the activity 
of high-temperature hydrothermal fluids (Sverjensky 1984).

DISCUSSION

Substitution	mechanisms

All the studied micas belong to the K-Li-Al-Si composi-
tional space (Al-rich, Fe-free micas). In the pegmatites where 
muscovite is the only mica present, its chemical composition is 
generally quite homogeneous, with the most significant varia-
tions observed in the spodumene-rich dikes (type 8) and in the 
intermediate discordant pegmatites (type 6) (Figs. 2 and 4). 
Compositional changes in Li-poor muscovite associated with 
all of the pegmatite types involves the substitutions Al4Si–3o–1,.

and, to a lesser extent, Al2o(R2+)–3 where R2+ = (Fe + Mg + Mn) 
and o represents vacancies (Figs. 4a and 4b).

The micas from the Li-rich mica-bearing pegmatites (types 
9 and 10) define a clear compositional trend from muscovite 
to a composition close to ideal trilithionite (Fig. 2). The VIAl 
contents show a clear negative correlation with Li (and F) for 
all micas from type 9 and 10 pegmatites (R = –0.983). In addi-
tion, the good negative correlations between Al and (Si + Li) (R 
= –0.989) and between Li and (VIAl + VIo) (R = –0.993) (Figs. 
4b and 4c) indicate that Li was incorporated into the micas by a 
combination of the Li3Al–1o–2 and Si2LiAl–3 substitutions (Figs. 
4b and 4c). However, these two mechanisms did not operate to 
the same extent for the two Li-mica bearing pegmatite types. For 
type 9 pegmatites, the slope of the regression line for Li vs. (VIAl 
+ VIo) (mslope = –1.01) (Figs. 4b and 4c) is slightly higher than 
the slope for the micas from type 10 pegmatites (mslope = –1.00). 
This suggests that the Li3Al–1o–2 substitution was more important 
in pegmatites where the only Li-rich mineral is mica (type 10) 
than in the pegmatites where spodumene occurs together with 
the Li-rich mica (type 9).

Petrogenetic	implications

The K/Rb ratio of micas, together with the content in Li or 
F and some trace elements such as Cs, Sn, Ba, and Zn, have 
been used frequently as petrogenetic indicators of the degree of 
pegmatite evolution (e.g., Gaupp et al. 1984; Foord et al. 1995; 
Wise 1995; Roda et al. 1995, 2006, 2007a, 2007b; Pesquera et 
al.	1999;	Kile	and	Foord	1998;	Clarke	and	Bogutyn	2003;	Černý	
2004). In general, micas show the same general evolutionary 
trends as those of feldspars, with an increase in Li, Rb, Cs, and 
F and a decrease in Ba with decreasing K/Rb ratio.

A decrease in K/Rb is observed from micas associated with 
the granite and adjacent barren pegmatites, through intermediate 
pegmatites, to the Li and F richest bodies furthest from the MPL 
granite (Figs. 1 and 3). Some trace elements, such as Li, F, Cs, 
Be, Nb, and Ta, show a clear negative correlation with the K/Rb 
ratio in the micas from the FA pegmatites. The highest values in 
these elements are observed in the micas from the Li-mica-rich 
pegmatites (types 9 and 10), with intermediate values for the 
other Li-bearing pegmatites (types 7 and 8) (Fig. 3). It is note-
worthy that, contrary to what was observed by Smeds (1992) and 
proposed by London (2008), the micas richest in Be in the FA 
are those associated with the most evolved pegmatites (Fig. 3g). 
K/Rb is positively correlated with Ba (Fig. 3f), with the highest 
values for the micas associated with the barren pegmatites (types 
1 to 4) and with the granite.

TABLE 2.—EXTENDED 

Type T9 T10 T10 T11
Sample fr-6 89-3 89-5 ala-1
Mica type Li-ms Li-ms Li-ms Ms

(wt%)
SiO2  48.97 ± 0.23 49.46 ± 0.64 51.80 ± 0.64 45.65 ± 0.33
TiO2 0.06 ± 0.04 b.d. b.d. 0.06 ± 0.03
Al2O3 29.11 ± 0.15 27.44 ± 0.42 23.64 ± 0.42 36.12 ± 0.25
FeO b.d. b.d. b.d. 1.38 ± 0.11
MnO 0.37 ± 0.07 0.13 ± 0.11 0.14 ± 0.11 b.d.
MgO 0.05 ± 0.01 b.d. b.d. 0.16 ± 0.02
ZnO b.d. b.d. b.d. b.d.
CaO b.d. b.d. b.d. b.d.
Li2O* 2.57 3.38 4.74 0.11
Na2O 0.17 ± 0.02 0.35 ± 0.07 0.29 ± 0.07 0.42 ± 0.04
K2O 10.07 ± 0.15 10.01 ± 0.29 9.83 ± 0.29 11.12 ± 0.20
BaO 0.09 ± 0.03 b.d. b.d. n.a.
Rb2O 0.61 ± 0.07 1.30 ± 0.21 1.36 ± 0.21 0.21 ± 0.12
Cs2O 0.18 ± 0.05 0.53 ± 0.16 0.62 ± 0.16 b.d.
F 4.99 ± 0.09 6.50 ± 0.95 9.02 ± 0.95 0.42 ± 0.24
O=F 2.1 2.74 3.8 0.18
H2O* 2.05 1.32 0.15 4.28
 Total* 97.12 97.82 97.88 99.79

Structural formulas on the basis of 24 (O, OH, F) atoms
Si 6.658 6.73 7.024 6.107
IVAl 1.342 1.27 0.976 1.893
(Z) 8 8 8 8
VIAl 3.322 3.129 2.801 3.802
Ti 0.006 0 0 0.006
Fe2+ 0 0.004 0.009 0.154
Mn 0.043 0.015 0.016 0.003
Mg 0 0 0 0.032
Li 1.404 1.851 2.583 0.057
Zn 0 0.009 0 0
(Y) 4.775 5.009 5.41 4.055
Ca 0 0 0.004 0
Na 0.044 0.093 0.077 0.109
K 1.747 1.738 1.701 1.898
Rb 0.053 0.114 0.118 0.018
Cs 0.01 0.031 0.036 0.001
(X) 1.854 1.975 1.935 2.025
F 2.146 2.799 3.866 0.178
OH 1.855 1.201 0.134 3.822
Notes: b.d. = below detection limit. n.a. = not analyzed. 
* Calculated.
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FIGURE 2. (a) Mg – Li vs. (Fe + Mn + Ti) 
– VIAl and (b) Figure 2a inset, for the micas 
associated with the different pegmatite types 
from	the	Fregeneda-Almendra	field.	(All	data	
in apfu.)

TABLE 3. Trace elements and rare-earth elements from representative micas of the different pegmatite types from the Fregeneda-Almendra 
field

Type Granite T1 T2 T3 T4 T6 T7 T8 T9 T10 T11
Sample Mêda-9 10-6 136-6 269-5 claII-2 252-3 11-34 ma-8 fr-4/6 89-3/5 ala-1
Mica type Ms Ms Ms Ms Ms Ms Ms Ms Li-ms Li-ms Ms

Trace  elements
Li 752 ± 0.5 435 ± 0.5 162 ± 0.5 294 ± 0.5 128 ± 0.5 142 ± 0.5 401 ± 0.5 205 ± 0.5 14681 ± 0.5 14774 ± 0.5 843 ± 0.5
Rb 1121 ± 39.2 1028 ± 36.0 516 ± 18.1 1494 ± 52.3 1639 ± 57.4 1714 ± 60.0 2230 ± 78.1 2633 ± 92.1 7075 ± 241.6 10388 ± 363.6 1761 ±  61.6
Cs 97 ± 4.9 91 ± 4.6 73 ± 3.7 147 ± 5.2 133 ± 4.7 163 ± 5.71 107 ± 3.8 104 ± 3.6  1375 ± 48.1 1891 ± 66.2 350 ± 12.3
Sn 175 ± 6.1 176 ± 6.2 167 ± 5.9 222 ± 7.8 458 ± 16.0 669 ± 23.4 508 ± 17.8 730 ± 25.6 392 ± 13.7 462 ± 16.2 896 ± 31.4 
Zn 94 ± 4.7 91 ± 4.6 32 ± 1.6 148 ± 5.2 84 ± 4.2 416 ± 14.6 174 ± 6.1 236 ± 8.2 151 ± 5.3 154 ± 5.4 127 ± 4.5
Ba 88 ± 4.4 58 ± 2.9 1614 ± 56.5 207 ± 7.3 96 ± 4.8 20 ± 1.0 21 ± 1.1 7 ± 0.4 10 ± 0.5 6 ± 0.3 213 ± 7.4
Be 15 ± 0.8 9 ± 0.5 4 ± 0.2 15 ± 0.8 16 ± 0.8 20 ± 1.0 17 ± 0.9 17 ± 0.9 64 ± 3.2 38 ± 1.9 15 ± 0.8
Nb 88 ± 4.4 100 ± 5.0 50 ± 2.5 103 ± 3.6 122 ± 4.3 175 ± 6.1 73 ± 3.7 132 ± 4.6 279 ± 9.8 134 ± 4.7 111 ± 3.9
Ta 13 ± 0.7 16 ± 0.8 10 ± 0.5 13 ± 0.7 48 ± 2.4 24 ± 1.2 34 ± 1.7 28 ± 1.4 239 ± 8.4 70 ± 3.5 19 ± 1.0
Zr 24 ± 1.2 7 ± 0.4 7 ± 0.4 20 ± 1.0 5 ± 0.3 5 ± 0.3 1 ± 0.1 4 ± 0.2 2 ± 0.1 20 ± 1.0 1 ± 0.1
Ni 87 ± 4.4 220 ± 7.7 77 ± 3.9 124 ± 4.3 121 ± 4.2 116 ± 5.8 217 ± 7.6 118 ± 4.1 111 ± 3.9 117 ± 4.1 216 ± 7.6
Tl 4 ± 0.2 4 ± 0.2 2 ± 0.1 6 ± 0.3 7 ± 0.4 21 ± 1.1 11 ± 0.6 12 ± 0.6 43 ± 2.2 53 ± 2.7 8 ± 0.4
Pb 99 ± 5.0 1136 ± 39.8 546 ± 19.1 432 ± 15.1 297 ± 10.4 55 ± 2.8 121 ± 4.2 112 ± 3.9 39 ± 2.0 67 ± 3.4 34 ± 1.7

REE ppm
Y 4.229 ± 0.01 0.666 ± 0.01 1.699 ± 0.01 1.702 ± 0.01 0.473 ± 0.01 0.846 ± 0.01 0.240 ± 0.01 0.279 ± 0.01 0.281 ± 0.01 1.069 ± 0.01 0.088 ± 0.01
La 6.399 ± 0.01 1.000 ± 0.01 2.690 ± 0.01 1.196 ± 0.01 0.613 ± 0.01 1.724 ± 0.01 0.156 ± 0.01 0.548 ± 0.01 0.821 ± 0.01 0.351 ± 0.01 0.118 ± 0.01
Ce 14.513 ± 0.01 3.054 ± 0.01 5.422 ± 0.01 2.582 ± 0.01 1.376 ± 0.01 3.812 ± 0.01 0.362 ± 0.01 0.876 ± 0.01 1.545 ± 0.01 0.387 ± 0.01 0.152 ± 0.01
Pr 1.793 ± 0.01 0.304 ± 0.01 0.660 ± 0.01 0.307 ± 0.01 0.147 ± 0.01 0.429 ± 0.01 0.032 ± 0.01 0.103 ± 0.01 0.187 ± 0.01 0.078 ± 0.01 0.012 ± 0.01
Nd 6.613 ± 0.01 1.246 ± 0.01 2.383 ± 0.01 1.072 ± 0.01 0.593 ± 0.01 1.662 ± 0.01 0.078 ± 0.01 0.467 ± 0.01 0.583 ± 0.01 0.268 ± 0.01 0.048 ± 0.01
Sm 1.930 ± 0.01 0.254 ± 0.01 0.575 ± 0.01 0.271 ± 0.01 0.122 ± 0.01 0.270 ± 0.01 0.036 ± 0.01 0.107 ± 0.01 0.097 ± 0.01 0.046 ± 0.01 b.d.
Eu 0.095 ± 0.01 0.074 ± 0.01 0.401 ± 0.01 0.093 ± 0.01 0.028 ± 0.01 0.054 ± 0.01 0.016 ± 0.01 0.018 ± 0.01 0.016 ± 0.01 0.006 ± 0.01 0.036 ± 0.01
Gd 1.728 ± 0.01 0.242 ± 0.01 0.422 ± 0.01 0.308 ± 0.01 0.089 ± 0.01 0.234 ± 0.01 0.046 ± 0.01 0.060 ± 0.01 0.081 ± 0.01 0.090 ± 0.01 0.024 ± 0.01
Tb 0.281 ± 0.01 0.036 ± 0.01 0.060 ± 0.01 0.045 ± 0.01 0.017 ± 0.01 0.038 ± 0.01 0.004 ± 0.01 0.007 ± 0.01 0.010 ± 0.01 0.015 ± 0.01 b.d.
Dy 1.039 ± 0.01 0.094 ± 0.01 0.380 ± 0.01 0.264 ± 0.01 0.087 ± 0.01 0.157 ± 0.01 0.008 ± 0.01 0.034 ± 0.01 0.048 ± 0.01 0.081 ± 0.01 b.d.
Ho 0.152 ± 0.01 0.018 ± 0.01 0.091 ± 0.01 0.052 ± 0.01 0.015 ± 0.01 0.027 ± 0.01 0.002 ± 0.01 0.008 ± 0.01 0.008 ± 0.01 0.025 ± 0.01 0.002 ± 0.01
Er 0.256 ± 0.01 0.020 ± 0.01 0.146 ± 0.01 0.163 ± 0.01 0.045 ± 0.01 0.053 ± 0.01 0.006 ± 0.01 0.019 ± 0.01 0.017 ± 0.01 0.058 ± 0.01 0.004 ± 0.01
Tm 0.035 ± 0.01 0.002 ± 0.01 0.025 ± 0.01 0.027 ± 0.01 0.005 ± 0.01 0.009 ± 0.01 0.004 ± 0.01 0.003 ± 0.01 0.003 ± 0.01 0.008 ± 0.01 b.d.
Yb 0.205 ± 0.01 0.016 ± 0.01 0.150 ± 0.01 0.212 ± 0.01 0.044 ± 0.01 0.046 ± 0.01 b.d. 0.004 ± 0.01 0.005 ± 0.01 0.028 ± 0.01 0.006 ± 0.01
Lu 0.026 ± 0.01 0.002 ± 0.01 0.019 ± 0.01 0.033 ± 0.01 0.006 ± 0.01 0.006 ± 0.01 b.d. 0.001 ± 0.01 b.d. 0.005 ± 0.01 b.d.
K/Rb 74 80 147 54 49 48 39 33 12 8 53
†(La/Yb)N 21.2 42.46 12.18 3.83 9.46 25.46 – 93.07 111.55 8.52 13.36
†Eu/Eu* 0.16 0.9 2.37 0.98 0.78 0.64 1.2 0.62 0.53 0.28 5.67
Note: b.d. = below detection limit.         
† McDonough and Sun (1995) = Chondrite (CI).        
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Field geologic data combined with geochemical data of mi-
cas suggest that all of the discordant pegmatites were derived 
under the same petrogenetic process, with the exception of type 
11. Some data from the cassiterite-rich dikes (type 11) are not 
consistent with the evolutionary trend defined by the other dis-
cordant pegmatite types. These dikes are cassiterite + albite rich 
and should be the most evolved, bearing in mind their mineral 
association	and	the	scheme	established	by	Černý	(1991)	for	zoned	
pegmatite fields. However, they are folded and cut by some Li-
bearing dikes (type 9) in the Feli open pit (northernmost part 

of the FA field) (Fig. 1), which clearly shows that they predate 
Li-rich bodies. Moreover, the K/Rb ratio in micas from the 
cassiterite-rich dikes is higher than this ratio in micas from the 
Li-bearing pegmatites (types 7 to 10), and similar to the micas 
from the simple discordant pegmatites (type 6). In addition, not 
only is the K/Rb ratio in micas from the cassiterite-rich dikes 
higher than expected, but the content of some trace elements 
(such as Li and Cs) are lower than in micas from Li-mica-bearing 
pegmatites, whereas Ba values are higher. These facts suggest 
that the FA pegmatites do not conform to a single crystallization 

FIGURE 3. Plot of the trace element concentrations for the micas associated with the different pegmatite types from the Fregeneda-Almendra 
field.	(Symbols	legend	as	in	Fig.	2.)
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path, in accord with the petrogenetic model of Roda (1993) and 
Roda et al. (1999) for the eastern part of this pegmatitic field, 
where at least two different evolution trends were proposed.

The discordant pegmatites, with strikes around NS to N030°E, 
and belonging to the types 6 to 10, are more evolved than the 
barren pegmatites (types 1 to 4), and they clearly belong to 
the same evolutionary trend. Based on these considerations, 

we propose an order of pegmatite evolution as follows: MPL 
leucogranite, barren pegmatites (types 1, 2, 3, and 4), intermedi-
ate pegmatites (type 6), petalite- and spodumene-rich pegmatites 
(types 7 and 8, respectively), Li-mica + spodumene-rich (type 
9), and Li-mica-rich, (type 10). The differences between the 
two types of Li-mica-bearing pegmatites do not seem to be very 
important. As documented above, the highest contents in Li, F, 
Rb, Cs, and volatiles are found in the Li-mica-bearing dikes 
(type 10) followed by the Li-mica + spodumene dikes (type 9). 
This progressive enrichment in large-ion-lithophile elements is 
consistent with the appearance of a fluid phase during pegmatite 
crystallization. For these elements, the silicate-melt/fluid-phase 
partition coefficients are not at unity, and large-ion-lithophile 
elements partition into the fluid, unlike the high-field-strength 
elements (Bau 1996). The occurrence of such liquids at late 
stages of crystallization is revealed by melt inclusion studies 
(Thomas et al. 2000; Banadina et al. 2004; Kamenetsky et al. 
2004). The fluids may become strongly enriched in incompatible 
elements such as F, B, P, Be, and Li (Veksler 2004). The greater 
availability of Li and F during crystallization of the Li-mica-rich 
pegmatites (type 10) could be related to the stronger influence of 
the Li3Al–1o–2 substitution in these micas, in comparison to the 
micas from the Li-mica + spodumene-rich dikes (type 9). This 
exchange vector implies incorporation of a higher amount of Li 
at the octahedral sites of micas than the Si2LiAl–3 vector, which 
seems to be more operative during the crystallization of the Li-
micas from the Li-mica + spodumene-rich pegmatites (type 9).

Li-mica-rich pegmatites (types 9 and 10) are hosted in 
metasediments of the biotite and/or chlorite metamorphic facies 
(Fig. 1). Nevertheless, the occurrence of Li-mica depends not 
on the degree of metamorphism, but on the Li and F activities 
and to water content of the pegmatite-forming melt. Based on 
experimental studies, London (1982, 2008) argues that lithium 
aluminosilicates remain stable with respect to lepidolite or topaz 
at up to ∼2 wt% F in melt. Accordingly, in the case of the Li-
mica-rich pegmatites (type 10), where no other Li-rich silicates 
have been identified, we can assume that the F content in the melt 
was over this value. The occurrence of spodumene, more stable 
than petalite or eucryptite under higher activity of F (Burt and 
London 1982), along with the presence of Li-mica in the type 9 
pegmatites, would indicate lower F (and Li) in the melt (close to 
2 wt% F). Moreover, the occurrence of primary spodumene in 
these dikes (type 9) could be related to the low degree of regional 
metamorphism attained by the host rocks in the Feli open pit.

Petalite- and spodumene-rich pegmatites (types 7 and 8, 
respectively) have similar mica compositions (Figs. 3 and 4). 
This similarity, together with field, mineralogical, and geochemi-
cal data, suggests that the evolutionary degrees of types 7 and 
8 are identical. The scarcity of micas (only minor muscovite 
is found) could indicate that crystallization proceeded under 
water-undersaturated conditions, also with lower F content 
than in the Li-mica-rich pegmatites (below 2 wt% in F). In this 
case, there seems to be a close relation between the degree of 
metamorphism of the host rocks and the lithium aluminosilicate 
assemblages in the pegmatites: petalite-bearing pegmatites 
occur in the andalusite-sillimanite (fibrolite) zone, whereas 
spodumene-bearing veins are associated with metasediments of 
the biotite and/or chlorite zone.

FIGURE 4. (a) Al vs. Fe + Mg + Mn (F wt% < 1), (b) Si + Li vs. 
Al, and (c) Li vs. VIAl + VIo, for the micas associated with the different 
pegmatite	types	from	the	Fregeneda-Almendra	field.	The	arrows	labeled	
with	the	exchange	vectors	represent	the	direction	of	the	vector	that	reflects	
the evolutionary trend of the micas. (Symbols as in Fig. 2; all data in 
apfu; R2+ = Fe + Mg + Mn.)
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Although the relations between the MPL leucogranite and 
the different pegmatite types are not completely understood, it 
is clear that pegmatites of the FA field show a zoned regional 
distribution with respect to the MPL granite. The discordant peg-
matites occupy late-Variscan structures, whereas the MPL granite 
is considered to be syntectonic. Therefore, further investigation, 
particularly geochronological data, on pegmatites and granites 
is required to shed light on petrogenetic relations among the 
pegmatite types and to clarify if the zonation is causal or simply 
casual, for all or some of the different types of pegmatites oc-
curring in the FA field.
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September 13th, morning:  
STOP 2: Senhora da Assunçao Mine  

(Aldeia Nova, Sátão,  Portugal) 
 
 

 

 
 
 

Travel from the Hotel to the Senhora da Assunçao Mine: 154 
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Locality 2: The Senhora da Assunçao beryl-phosphate 
pegmatites (Sátão, Portugal)
Stop 3 Highlights (13th of September, morning) 
- Coarse grained, internally zoned pegmatites with a prominent massive 
quartz-core. 
- Giant beryl crystals (up to 5 m long) and subrounded Fe-Mn phosphate 
masses of up to 1,5 m Ø. 
- Intragranitic within the porphyritic biotite-muscovite monzogranite-
syenogranite from Ferreira de Aves (292 Ma). 
- The pegmatites are being mined for feldspar. 
 
 
 

 
Stop 3: A) Giant euhedral quartz crystals from the core zone of the Nossa Senhora da Assunçao 
pegmatite; B) pseudographic intergrowth of K-feldspar inside a beryl hexagonal prism; C) and D) 
giant beryl crystal, up to six m long. (Pictures A and B by Pedro-Pablo Gil-Crespo). 
 
 
 
 
 

! 

! ! 

! ! 



	 25	

INTRODUCTION 
 
The Senhora da Assunção pegmatite group, located at Ferreira de Aves (Sátão, Viseu district) 
(Fig. 4), consists of a pair of coupled intra-granitic pegmatite bodies  (Fig. 5). These pegmatites 
belong to a pegmatitic belt that extends at the western margin of the Aguiar da Beira Massif, 
passing from Sátão, up to Fornos de Algodres (Trabulo et al., 1995). The biggest pegmatitic 
bodies in this belt appear scattered, with irregular to turnip shapes, occasionally grouped or 
beaded.  These pegmatites have been mined for decades for industrial quartz and feldspar. They 
show also Nb+Ta-enrichment, with the common occurrence of Nb-Ta-oxides as well as abundant 
masses of Fe-Mn-phosphates, mainly from the triplite-zwieselite and trihylite-lithiophilite series. 
These pegmatites, with a well-developed internal structure and a coarse, sometimes giant, grain 
size, show the features usually observed in many pegmatites worldwide. The Senhora da 
Assunção pegmatite group constitutes a good example of the beryl-phosphate pegmatites from the 
CIZ. Despite the clear scientific and economic interest of this pegmatite group, a comprehensive 
study of this pegmatite, including a detailed mineralogy, geochemistry and petrogenetic model has 
not been published yet in an international magazine. However, some interesting publications in 
Portuguese give detail on these pegmatites (e.g. Trabulo et al., 1995; Hochleitner & Fehr, 2005; 
Alves, 2013; Ferreira et al., 2014) 
 

 
Fig. 4: Geological setting of the Senhora da Assunçao mine (Alves, 2013; modified from Costa, 2006) 

 
GENERAL GEOLOGY OF THE HOSTING GRANITE AND THE PEGMATITES 
 
The Senhora da Assunçao pegmatites are hosted by the Ferreira de Aves granite (Fig. 4), which is 
a porphyritic biotite>muscovite monzogranite-syenogranite (Teixeira et al., 1972, Costa, 2006). It is 
late- to post D3, with an age of 292 Ma (Rb/Sr, Costa, 2006). This granite is crossed by abundant 
pegmatitic and quartz-rich dykes of different thicknesses, including the Senhora da Assunçao 
pegmatitic bodies. Many of these dykes were emplaced along some of the numerous fractures 
(Ne-SW and NNE-SSW) that occur in the whole area (Teixeira, 1972).  

MORINITA DE LA MINA “SENHORA DA ASSUNÇAO” P. ALVES 
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Figura 2: Encuadre geológico de la mina ‘Senhora da Assunção’. Tomado y modificado de M. 
Costa (2006). 

METODOLOGÍA 
La morinita fue primeramente caracterizada por EDS, y luego estudiada por DRX. Dada 
la relativa simplicidad de la fase mineral en estudio y el carácter satisfactorio de los 
resultados, se consideraron suficientes los métodos utilizados para confirmar la 
identidad del mineral. 
Los aparatos utilizados fueron: 
 - NanoSEM - FEI Nova 200 (FEG/SEM); EDAX - Pegasus X4M (EDS/EBSD) 
como sistema integrado de microanálisis por rayos-X (EDS) y sistema de detección y 
análisis de patrones de difracción de electrones retrodifundidos (EBSD); 
 - X-Pert PRO-MPD PANalytical para P-XRD, KDCu (O= 1,5406 Å) 

 

RESULTADOS 
La interpretación del análisis químico realizado mediante  SEM-EDS (Tabla 1) sugiere 
una fase mineral con una composición semejante a la morinita. En comparación con 
datos publicados para otras localidades, en la morinita de la mina “Senhora da 
Assunção” se observan valores de  más elevados de calcio y más bajos de flúor. Estos 
pueden ser explicados, en parte, por el carácter poco riguroso inherente al método de 
análisis. Los bajos valores de flúor podrían estar compensados por el predominio de 
hidroxilo, pero no tenemos datos para comprobar esta hipótesis. 
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According to the information offered by Trabulo et al., (1995), the axis joining the two pegmatites 
from the Senhora da Assunçao group shows a N25E strike, parallel to the border of the hosting 
granitic massif and to the fluidal trends of such granitic rocks (Fig. 5). The two pegmatitic bodies 
show a major lenticular subhorizontal shape, up to 100m long, with some shorter subvertical 
branches and/or apophyses (Fig. 5). These pegmatites show a well developed zoned internal 
structure, with a all zone of simple mineralogy (Qz+K-Fd+Ab+Mus+Bio+oxides); a Qz+K-Fd-rich 
intermediate zone, with minor beryl, columbite-tantalite and muscovite; a K-Fd-rich intermediate 
zone, with minor beryl, Fe-Mn-phosphates, pyrite and ilmenite; and a massive quartz core. Besides 
these primary zones, some replacement bodies may be observed, with chlorite, pitchblende, 
caolinite and secondary Fe-Mn-phosphates, among others (Trabulo et al., 1995). 
 

 
Fig. 5. Idealized cross-cut of the Senhora da Assunçao pegmatitic group. 3) Medium grained porphyritic 
granite; 4) qz+K-fd-rich outer zones; 5) K-feldspar rich intermediate zone; 6) quartz core. (Taken from 
Trabulo et al., 1995). 
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SKHU\IHULF�HIIORUHVFHQFHV�RYHU�EHU\O�±�7D�PLQHUDOV�FRQFHQWUDWH��7����FRPSRVLWH�FU\VWDO�RI� �DPEO\JRQLWH���PRQWHEUDVLWH� �ZLWK�VHFRQGDU\�SKRVSKDWHV�DQG��
DVVRFLDWHG�PLQHUDOL]DWLRQ��7����K\GURWHUPDOL]HG�SRUWLRQ��RI�D�JLDQW�EHU\O�FU\VWDO��7����WRWDOLW\�RI�DQ�DVFHQGHQW�EXOERXV���]RQHG�SHJPDWLWH��SLOORZ���5����
OLQH�URFN�ZLWK�UHGGLVK�IHOGVSDU��VXEYHUWLFDO�FKDQQHO��WUDQYHUVH�WR�WKH�EDQGHG�VWUXFWXUH����5��OLQH�URFN�ZLWK�FOHDU�IHOGVSDU��VXEYHUWLFDO�FKDQQHO��WUDQYHUVH�WR�
WKH�EDQGHG�VWUXFWXUH����5��±�FKDQQHO�RI�WZR�UHOD[DWLRQ�VWULSV�ZLWK�SUHGRPLQDQW�PXVFRYLWH���DOELWH��5��±�FURVVFXW�WUHQFK��LQ���FP�ZLGWK�SHJPDWLWH�ZLWK�
HVVHQWLDOO\�ZROIUDPLWLF�FRUH��
�
�
�
���9DULDELOLGDGH�JHRTXtPLFD�GH�PHWDLV�SHJPDWyILORV�QR�
VLVWHPD�±�DQiOLVH�TXtPLFD�GH�URFKD�WRWDO�

$�DQiOLVH�TXtPLFD�GH�URFKD�WRWDO�GH�DPRVWUDV�UHFROKLGDV�DR�
ORQJR� GR� SHUILO� $�%�� ILJXUD� ��� SHUPLWLX� FDUDFWHUL]DU� D�
YDULDomR� H� GLVSHUVmR� GRV� HOHPHQWRV� TXtPLFRV� DVVRFLDGRV� D�
]RQDV� HVSHFtILFDV� GRV� SHJPDWLWRV� �7DEHOD� ���� 'H� HQWUH� D�
GLYHUVLGDGH� GH� HOHPHQWRV� DQDOLVDGRV�� RV� WHRUHV� GH�1E�� 7D��
7L��6F��:��3E�H�8�PRVWUDP� WHQGrQFLDV�EDVWDQWH� VXJHVWLYDV�
GH� IUDFFLRQDomR� LQWHUQD� FRQVLVWHQWHV� FRP� DV� REVHUYDo}HV�
IHLWDV� QR� HVWXGR� SDUDJHQpWLFR� H� LQGLFLDP� XP� SDGUmR� GH�
FRPSRUWDPHQWR� TXH� SRGH� VHU� FRQVLGHUDGR� UHSURGXWtYHO� H�

VXVFHSWtYHO� GH� VHU� H[WUDSRODGR� SDUD� MD]LJRV� VLPLODUHV� GR�
PHVPR�FDPSR�SHJPDWtWLFR��
�
1LyELR�H�7kQWDOR�±�RV�PHQRUHV�WHRUHV�IRUDP�GHWHFWDGRV�
QDV� DPRVWUDV� GH� JUDQLWR� ELRWtWLFR� �57��� 57�� H� 57����
VHQGR� HYLGHQWH� XP� DXPHQWR� QR� VHQWLGR� GD� ]RQD�
LQWHUPpGLD���Q~FOHR�GH�TXDUW]R��,���,���,���7��H�7���H�GD�
EUHFKD�GH�FRODSVR��,��H�7����RQGH�IRUDP�GHWHUPLQDGRV�RV�
WHRUHV�PDLV�HOHYDGRV��
7LWkQLR� ±� RV� WHRUHV� DSUHVHQWDP� XPD� UHGXomR� JUDGXDO�
GHVGH�R�JUDQLWR�HQFDL[DQWH��57���57���57���57��H�57���
DWp�jV�XQLGDGHV�GR�LQWHULRU�GR�SHJPDWLWR��
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1E���WDQWDODWRV�HP�SHJPDWLWRV�GH�6UD�GH�$VVXQomR� ����
�

(VFkQGLR�±�RV�PDLRUHV�WHRUHV�FRUUHVSRQGHP�jV�DPRVWUDV�
DWULEXtGDV� D� HIORUHVFrQFLDV� �7��� H� SRUo}HV�
KLGURWHUPDOL]DGDV� �7��� REWLGDV� QDV� SUR[LPLGDGHV� GH�
JLJDFULVWDLV�GH�EHULOR��
7XQJVWpQLR� ±� RV� PDLRUHV� WHRUHV� FRUUHVSRQGHP� jV�
DPRVWUDV� ,��� 7��� 5�� H� 5�� WDUGLDV� QD� SDUDJpQHVH� H�
UHODFLRQDGDV�FRP�D�H[SUHVVmR�PLQHUDOyJLFD�GH�IRVIDWRV��
&KXPER�±�RV�WHRUHV�PDLV�HOHYDGRV�RFRUUHP�QD�DPRVWUD�
,��� TXH� LQFLGLX� VREUH� XQLGDGHV� VREUHPLFiFHDV� H�
IRVIDWDGDV� H�� QD� DPRVWUD�5��� FRUUHVSRQGHQWH� D� XP� URoR�
GH� YHLR� FRPSRVWR� HVVHQFLDOPHQWH� SRU� YROIUDPLWH�� 2� 3E�
DSDUHFH�� SRLV�� PXLWR� UHODFLRQDGR� FRP� D� SUHVHQoD� H�
JpQHVH� SUHFRFH� GH� PLQHUDLV� GH� 8� RX� FRP� D� IRUPDomR�
PXLWR�WDUGLD�GH�PLFUROLWHV�H�SLURFORURV��
8UkQLR�±� WHRUHV� VLJQLILFDWLYRV� HP�GLYHUVDV� XQLGDGHV� GR�
SHJPDWLWR�� VHQGR� RV� WHRUHV� Pi[LPRV� UHJLVWDGRV� QD�
DPRVWUD� 57��� H[WUDtGD� GH� XPD� FDYLGDGH�PLDUROtWLFD�� RV�
PDLV�UHGX]LGRV�IRUDP�GHWHFWDGRV�QDV�DPRVWUDV�GH�JUDQLWR�
HQFDL[DQWH�� SDUHFHQGR� H[LVWLU� XP� FODUR� HQULTXHFLPHQWR�
QD� WUDQVLomR� GH� JUDQLWR� SDUD� SHJPDWLWR�� PDV� GHSRLV� QR�
LQWHULRU�GR�SHJPDWLWR�QXPHURVDV�RVFLODo}HV�SRGHP�HVWDU�
UHODFLRQDGDV� FRP� D� JUDQGH� PRELOLGDGH� GR� 8� HP�
DPELHQWHV� KLGURWHUPDLV� GH� EDL[D� WHPSHUDWXUD� H�
VXSHUJpQLFRV��

7DEHOD����4XDGUR�VHOHFWLYR�GH�DQiOLVHV�UHDOL]DGDV�HP�XQLGDGHV�LQWHUQDV�
GLYHUVLILFDGDV�GR�SHJPDWLWRV�GH�6HQKRUD�GH�$VVXQomR��YDORUHV�HP�SSP���
���YDORUHV�FRPR���HP�PDVVD�GH�y[LGRV��Q��G��±�QmR�GHWHUPLQDGR��Q��D��±�

QmR�DQDOLVDGR� 
�

7DEOH����6HOHFWHG�FKHPLFDO�DQDO\VLV�RI�VDPSOHV�IURP�GLYHUVLILHG�LQQHU�
XQLWV�RI�6HQKRUD�GH�$VVXQomR�SHJPDWLWHV���YDOXHV�LQ�SSP������YDOXHV�LQ�

ZHLJKW�SHU�FHQW��Q�G���QRQ�GHWHUPLQDWHG��Q��D��±�QRQ�DQDOL]HG��

�

1XPD� VHOHFomR� GH� PDWHULDO� QD� H[SORUDomR� IRUDP�
UHDOL]DGDV� VHSDUDo}HV� KLGURJUDYtWLFDV� TXH� RULJLQDUDP�
FRQFHQWUDGRV� GH� PLQHUDLV� GHQVRV�� 8PD� DQiOLVH� TXtPLFD�
GLUHFLRQDGD� DR� SRWHQFLDO� HFRQyPLFR� IRL� UHDOL]DGD� H� RV�
UHVXOWDGRV�REWLGRV� HVWmR�SDWHQWHV� QD� WDEHOD� ���&RQVWDWD�VH�
TXH�SDUD�R�7D�2��IRUDP�DSXUDGRV�WHRUHV�GH�������H��������

H�SDUD�R�1E�2���������H���������R�TXH�VXJHUH�D�YLDELOLGDGH�
GR�DSURYHLWDPHQWR�GHVWHV�PHWDLV��

7DEHOD����&DUDFWHUL]DomR�FRPSRVLFLRQDO�GH�DOJXQV�FRQFHQWUDGRV�coltan�
VHJXQGR�HVSHFLILFDo}HV�GH�PHUFDGR��QRUPDOL]DGDV���1RWD��HVWDV�DPRVWUDV�
VmR�FRQVLGHUDGDV�SDUDJHQHWLFDPHQWH�UHSUHVHQWDWLYDV�GH�FRQFHQWUDGRV�TXH�
SRGHP�VHU�REWLGRV�FRP�UHJXODULGDGH�±�YDORUHV�HP����Q�D��±�QmR�DQDOLVDGR� 

�
7DEOH����&RPSRVLWLRQDO�FKDUDFWHUL]DWLRQ�RI�VRPH�³FROWDQ´�FRQFHQWUDWHV�
DFFRUGLQJ�WR�PDUNHW�VSHFLILFDWLRQV��VWDQGDUG���1RWH��WKHVH�VDPSOHV�DUH�
FRQVLGHUHG�WR�EH�UHSUHVHQWDWLYH�RI�FRQFHQWUDWHV�WKDW�FDQ�EH�REWDLQHG�

UHJXODUO\������YDOXHV���Q�D��±�QRQ�DQDOL]HG��

�

�����3DUDJpQHVHV�SRUWDGRUDV�GD�PLQHUDOL]DomR�HP�7D�

'H�DFRUGR�FRP�D�WHUPLQRORJLD�SURSRVWD�SRU�&DPHURQ�et al.�
�������� TXH� FDUDFWHUL]D� DV� YDULDo}HV� WH[WXUDLV� H�
PLQHUDOyJLFDV�DR� ORQJR�GH�XP�SHJPDWLWR�FRP�]RQDPHQWR�
LQWHUQR��DV�PLQHUDOL]Do}HV�GH�1E�H�7D��EHP�FRPR�DV�VXDV�
SDUDJpQHVHV� SRUWDGRUDV�� HQFRQWUDP�VH� JHUDOPHQWH� PDLV�
FRQFHQWUDGDV� QDV� ]RQDV� LQWHUPpGLDV� GRV� SHJPDWLWRV��
SRGHQGR�WDPEpP�RFRUUHU�QD�]RQD�QXFOHDU��1RV�SHJPDWLWRV�
GH� $VVXQomR�� DV� SDUDJpQHVHV� H� XQLGDGHV� SRUWDGRUDV� GH�
HVSpFLHV� FRP� 1E�7D�� SRGHP� VHU� PXLWR� YDULDGDV�� $�
PLQHUDOL]DomR� VXUJH� WDQWR� FRP� PLQHUDLV� SULQFLSDLV� FRPR�
WDPEpP� FRP� PLQHUDLV� DFHVVyULRV�� HP� LQFOXV}HV� RX�
HIORUHVFrQFLDV�� )RUDP� LGHQWLILFDUDP�VH� DV� VHJXLQWHV�
XQLGDGHV�SRUWDGRUDV�GH�PLQHUDOL]Do}HV�GH�1E�7D��)LJ������
�
8QLGDGHV� PRVFRYtWLFDV� ±� DOEtWLFDV� ±� QHVWDV� XQLGDGHV�
IRUDP� LGHQWLILFDGDV� 0Q�FROXPELWH�WDQWDOLWH� H� )H�
FROXPELWH�FRP�]RQDPHQWR�SURJUHVVLYR��
8QLGDGHV� LQFOXVDV� RX� HP� HIORUHVFrQFLDV� QD� SHULIHULD� GH�
JLJDEHULORV� ±� DSUHVHQWDP� D� PDLRU� GLYHUVLGDGH� GH�
PLQHUDOL]Do}HV�� GHVGH� )H�FROXPELWH�� �7L�6F��L[LROLWH��
�6Q�7L��L[LROLWH�� �3E�8��PLFUROLWH�� )H�WDSLROLWH� H� 8�
SLURFORUR�WDQWR�HP�LQFOXVmR�FRPR�HP�HIORUHVFrQFLD�VREUH�
JLJDFULVWDLV�GH�EHULOR��
8QLGDGHV� IRVIiWLFDV� �OLWLRILOLWH�WULILOLWH� �� WULSOLWH� ±�
]ZLH]HOLWH�� �� GHVWDFD�VH� D� RFRUUrQFLD� GH� �)H�� 0Q��
FROXPELWH�H�HSLWD[LDV�GH��6Q�:��L[LROLWH���0Q�WDQWDOLWH���
7L�L[LROLWH���)H�FROXPELWH��
8QLGDGHV� TXDUW]RVDV� WDUGLDV� GR� WLSR� EUHFKD� FRODSVR� ±�
QHVWD�XQLGDGH�SUHGRPLQD�ODUJDPHQWH�)H�WDSLROLWH��

�
�
�
�
�

�
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���� � -��)HUUHLUD�et al.���&RPXQLFDo}HV�*HROyJLFDV�������������(VSHFLDO�,,����������
�

�

�

)LJ�����5HSUHVHQWDomR�GD�GLYHUVLGDGH�SDUDJHQpWLFD�DVVRFLDGD�jV�PLQHUDOL]Do}HV�GH�1E�7D��HP�IRWRJUDILDV�GH�OXSD�ELQRFXODU�H�PLFURVFRSLD�GH�OX]�UHIOHFWLGD� 
�
)LJ�����3DUDJHQHWLF�GLYHUVLW\�UHSUHVHQWDWLRQ�RI�WKH�DVVHPEODJHV�ZLWK�1E��7D�PLQHUDOV�LQ�UHIOHFWHG�OLJKW�DQG�VHW�RI�ELQRFXODUV��
�
�
���7HQGrQFLDV�GH�IUDFFLRQDomR�H�HYROXomR�GD�
PLQHUDOL]DomR�

$V�WHQGrQFLDV�GH�IUDFFLRQDomR�GRV�y[LGRV�GH�1E�7D�QHVWH�
VLVWHPD� SHJPDWtWLFR� HQFRQWUDP�VH� VLQWHWL]DGDV� QR�
TXDGULOiWHUR� >7D��7D�1E�� YV� 0Q��0Q�)H�@� SDWHQWH� QD�
ILJXUD� ��� $TXL�� RV� GLYHUVRV� YHFWRUHV� GH� IUDFFLRQDomR�
UHSUHVHQWDP�R�DMXVWH�GH� OLQKDV�GH� WHQGrQFLD�jV�SURMHFo}HV�
GH� FRPSRVLo}HV� SRQWXDLV� GHWHUPLQDGDV� HP� PLFURVVRQGD�
HOHFWUyQLFD��2V�SURJUDPDV�DQDOtWLFRV�IRUDP�RULHQWDGRV�SRU�
LPDJHQV� GH� 0(9�(5� �HOHFWU}HV� UHWURGLIXQGLGRV�� REWLGDV�
SDUD� VHFo}HV� SROLGDV� GH� FULVWDLV� H[WUDtGRV� HP� GLIHUHQWHV�
XQLGDGHV�LQWHUQDV�GRV�FRUSRV�SHJPDWtWLFRV��

(P�WHUPRV�JHUDLV��R�GLDJUDPD�PRVWUD�XPD�WHQGrQFLD�GH�
IUDFFLRQDomR�GLULJLGD�DR�SyOR�0Q�WDQWDOLWH��TXH�p�WUXQFDGD�
QDV�IDVHV�WHUPLQDLV�GD�IUDFFLRQDomR��LQYHUWHQGR�SDUD�R�SyOR�
WDSLROLWH�� 'HWDOKDGDPHQWH�� RV� WHUPRV� PLQHURTXtPLFRV�

PHQRV� HYROXtGRV� HQFRQWUDP�VH� SUy[LPRV� GR� SyOR� )H�
FROXPELWH�HYROXLQGR�QR�VHQWLGR�GH�XP�HQULTXHFLPHQWR�HP�
0Q� H� 7D�� RULJLQDQGR� WHUPRV� 0Q�FROXPEtWLFRV��
SURJUHVVLYDPHQWH�HQULTXHFLGRV�HP�7D��&RP�R�GHFRUUHU�GD�
IUDFFLRQDomR��R� HQULTXHFLPHQWR� HP�7D� DFDED�SRU�RULJLQDU�
FRPSRVLo}HV� DWULEXtYHLV� j� 0Q�WDQWDOLWH�� e� LPSRUWDQWH�
VDOLHQWDU� TXH� HVWDV� WHQGrQFLDV�� HPERUD� JHUDLV�� QmR� VmR�
VHJXLGDV�SHOD�WRWDOLGDGH�GDV�DPRVWUDV�DQDOLVDGDV��'H�IDFWR��
D�QtYHO�LQWUD�FULVWDOLQR��REVHUYDP�VH�DOJXPDV�WHQGrQFLDV�GH�
IUDFFLRQDomR� LQYHUVDV�� FRPR� p� R� FDVR� GH� 57�� H� ,��
�HPSREUHFLPHQWR� HP� 7D��� $LQGD� D� QtYHO� GH� WHQGrQFLDV�
PDLV� JHQHUDOL]DGDV� p� GH� VDOLHQWDU� XPD� FRQYHUJrQFLD�
SDUR[LVPDO� GH� WRGDV� DV� WHQGrQFLDV� QR� VHQWLGR� GD� )H� ±�
WDSLROLWH�TXH�p�XP�y[LGR�WtSLFR�GDV�XQLGDGHV�SDUDJHQpWLFDV�
PDLV�HYROXtGDV�H��HP�HVSHFLDO��GD�EUHFKD�GH�FRODSVR��,���H�
GDV�HIORUHVFrQFLDV�VREUH�JLJDFULVWDLV�GH�EHULOR��7�����

�

)LJ�����&RPSRVLo}HV�GH�PLQHUDLV�SRUWDGRUHV�GH�1E�7D�UHSUHVHQWDGDV�QR�TXDGULOiWHUR�GD�FROXPELWH�WDQWDOLWH��GHVWDFDQGR�WHQGrQFLDV�GH�IUDFFLRQDomR�LQWUD�
FULVWDOLQDV� H� LQWUDSHJPDWtWLFDV�� &RPSRVLo}HV� REWLGDV� SRU� DQiOLVH� HP� PLFURVVRQGD� HOHFWUyQLFD� GH� FULVWDLV� LQGLYLGXDOL]DGRV�� 9DORUHV� HP� DSIX�� 3DUD� D�
UHSUHVHQWDomR�GDV�PLFUROLWHV��SLURFORURV�H�L[LROLWHV�Vy�IRUDP�SRQGHUDGRV�RV�WHRUHV�GH�1E��7D��0Q�H�)H� 
�
)LJ�����$QDO\VLV�RI�1E�7D�EHDULQJ�PLQHUDOV�SORWWHG�LQ�FROXPELWH�WDQWDOLWH�TXDGULODWHUDO��)UDFWLRQDWLRQ�WUHQGV�KLJKOLJKWHG�FRUUHVSRQGV�WR�LQGLYLGXDO�FU\VWDO�
DQG�SHJPDWLWH�XQLWV��&RPSRVLWLRQV�REWDLQHG�E\�HOHFWURQ�PLFURSUREH�DQG�H[SRVHG�DV�DSIX��)RU�PLFUROLWHV��S\URFKORUHV�DQG�L[LROLWHV�RQO\�WKH�FRQWHQWV�RI�1E��
7D��0Q�DQG�)H�ZHUH�FRQVLGHUHG��
�
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1E���WDQWDODWRV�HP�SHJPDWLWRV�GH�6UD�GH�$VVXQomR� ����
�

���'LVFXVVmR�H�FRQFOXV}HV�
2V� WHRUHV� GH� 1E� H� 7D�� �7DEHOD� ���� DXPHQWDP� GH� IRUPD�
JHQHUDOL]DGD�QR�VHQWLGR�GD�PDLRU�IUDFFLRQDomR�SHJPDWtWLFD��
2V� WHRUHV�PDLV� HOHYDGRV� RFRUUHP� HP� ]RQDV� LQWHUPpGLDV� H�
HP�XQLGDGHV�WDUGLDV�RQGH�WDPEpP�RFRUUHP�RV�YDORUHV�PDLV�
DOWRV� GD� UD]mR�7D�1E��$� HOHYDGD� VROXELOLGDGH�GR�1E� H�7D�
HP� GLIHUHQFLDGRV� JUDQtWLFRV� UHVLGXDLV�� FRPSURYDGD� HP�
WUDEDOKRV� H[SHULPHQWDLV� p� FRQVLVWHQWH� FRP�DV� FRQVWDWDo}HV�
DFLPD�H[SRVWDV��7LQGOH�	�%UHDNV����������

1R�GHFXUVR�GD�IUDFFLRQDomR��SDUD�DOpP�GD�YDULDomR�GRV�
WHRUHV�� YHULILFD�VH� DLQGD� GLYHUVLILFDomR� GDV� HVSpFLHV�
PLQHUDLV� TXH� H[SUHVVDP� DTXHOHV� PHWDLV�� QmR� Vy�
FRUUHVSRQGHQGR� j� HYROXomR� GRV� GRPtQLRV� GH� HVWDELOLGDGH�
GDV�IDVHV�SRUWDGRUDV��PDV� WDPEpP�FRPR�XPD�UHVSRVWD�DRV�
SURGXWRV�GH�VROXELOLGDGH�H�YDULDo}HV�GH�DEXQGkQFLD�UHODWLYD�
ORFDOL]DGDV�� VHJXLQGR� VHPSUH� XPD� WHQGrQFLD� JHUDO� GH�
HQULTXHFLPHQWR� WDQWDOtIHUR�� 2V� EDL[RV� WHRUHV� GH� 1E�7D�
HQFRQWUDGRV� QR� JUDQLWR� HQFDL[DQWH� SRGHP� VHU� H[SOLFDGRV�
SHOD�HVFDVVH]�GH�PLQHUDLV�DFHVVyULRV�TXH�SRVVDP�DORMDU�7D�H�
1E��HVSHFLDOPHQWH�� UXWLOR�H� LOPHQLWH���PDV� WDPEpP�GHYLGR�
DR�PDUFDGR�FRPSRUWDPHQWR�KLJURPDJPiILOR�GHVWHV�PHWDLV��
TXDQGR�HVWmR�GLVSRQtYHLV�IOXLGRV�UHVLGXDLV�DEXQGDQWHV��

(P� DPELHQWH� SHJPDWtWLFR�� QR� GHFXUVR� GD� IUDFFLRQDomR�
LQWHUQD�� GHVHQYROYH�VH� XPD� VHTXrQFLD� GH� FULVWDOL]DomR�
RVFLODWyULD�TXH�p�FRPXP�QHVWH�WLSR�GH�SHJPDWLWRV��7LQGOH�	�
%UHDNV�� ������� PDUFDGD� SHOD� RFRUUrQFLD� LQLFLDO� GH� )H�
FROXPELWH� H�0Q� ±� FROXPELWH� �HYLGHQFLDQGR� SRU� YH]HV� XP�
]RQDPHQWR�LQWHUQR�LQYHUVR���TXH�HYROXL�SRVWHULRUPHQWH�SDUD�
WHUPRV�PDLV� ULFRV�HP�0Q�H�7D� �0Q���FROXPELWH�H�PHVPR�
0Q���WDQWDOLWH���2�]RQDPHQWR�RVFLODWyULR�SRGH�VHU�DWULEXtGR�
j�LPLVFLELOLGDGH�LQFRPSOHWD�RX�j�H[LVWrQFLD�GH�DPELHQWHV�GH�
FULVWDOL]DomR� FDUDFWHUL]DGRV� SRU� HTXLOtEULR� IOXWXDQWH� GD�
LQFRUSRUDomR� GH� 1E�� 7D�� 0Q� H� )H�� TXH� UHVXOWD� QD�
GLVWULEXLomR�UtWPLFD�GH�]RQDV�FRP�GLIHUHQWHV�UHODo}HV�1E�7D�
��VHP�TXH�VHMDP�QHFHVViULDV�JUDQGHV�YDULDo}HV�GH�3�H�7��$�
LQFRUSRUDomR� GR� 6F�7L�6Q� HP� L[LROLWHV� FLUFXQVFUHYH�VH� D�
HSLWD[LDV� QD� SHULIHULD� RX� LQFOXVmR� HP� EHULOR�� $� SUHVHQoD�
GHVWHV� PHWDLV� QRV� GLIHUHQFLDGRV� UHVLGXDLV�� PDQLIHVWDP�VH�
WDPEpP� HP� RFRUUrQFLDV� GH� ED]]LWH� H� WKRUWYHLWLWH�
LGHQWLILFDGDV� HP� HIORUHVFrQFLDV� QR� EHULOR�� ([LVWH��
DSDUHQWHPHQWH�� XPD� PXLWR� PDUFDGD� IDYRUDELOLGDGH� GD�
SDUWLOKD�GHVWHV�PHWDLV�UDURV�QR�VHQWLGR�GRV�DPELHQWHV�RQGH�
FUHVFHP�RV�JLJDEHULORV��

2�SLURFORUR��D�8��3E�PLFUROLWH�H�IHUEHULWH��UHVWULQJHP�VH�
j� IDVH� ILQDO� GD� IUDFFLRQDomR�� Mi� HP� subsolidus�� $�
LQFRUSRUDomR�GH�8�H�3E�QHVWDV�IDVHV�PDUFD�D�HYROXomR�SDUD�
XP� HVWDGR� SQHXPDWROtWLFR�KLGURWHUPDO� TXH� VH� SRGH�
FRQVLGHUDU� FDUDFWHUtVWLFR� GH� OLQKDJHQV� KtEULGDV� /&7�1<)��
SRU� VXD� YH]� WDPEpP� WtSLFDV� GH� SHJPDWLWRV� LQWHUQRV��
UHODWLYDPHQWH� D� SOXW}HV� JUDQtWLFRV�� WDUGL�WHFWyQLFRV�
9DULVFRV�� 7DPEpP�� FDUDFWHULVWLFDPHQWH�� D� IHUEHULWH� H� D�
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September 13th, afternoon: STOP 3: Gonçalo Mine  
(Gonçalo pegmatitic field, Guarda-Belmonte,  Portugal) 

 
Travel from Senhora da Assunçao pegmatite to Gonçalo mine:  

100km; ≈ 1h30min 
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Locality 3: Gonçalo pegmatitic field (Guarda-Belmonte, 
Portugal)
Stop 3 (13th of September, afternoon) 
 
General Highlights 
-Over one hundred of aplite-pegmatite subhorizontal sills, grouped in 3 types: 
simple, amblygonite-rich and lepidolite ± petalite-rich.  
-Tabular bodies with thicknesses between a few centimeters up to 15 m, 
hosted by a late-D3, biotite>muscovite granite, locally strongly 
metasomatized. 
-Blue topaz and montebrasite centimetric pods may be common.
-Usually no internal structure or quartz core is observed. In the lepidolite-rich 
sills a layering with alternating lepidolite-rich and albite-rich fine grained 
bands may be observed. 
-The sills are related to the extreme fractional crystallization of a fine- to 
medium-grained porphyritic biotite>muscovite granite (late D3). 
-The sills are being mined for feldspar + Li. 
 

 
Stop 3: A) Intragranitic aplite-pegmatite sill showing a layered internal structure with alternating lepidolite-rich 
and albite-rich bands; and, B) Detail of A, where a coarse K-feldspar crystals grows perpendicularly to the 
layers, and these envelope it upwards (in the sense of the crystallization of the dyke). 
 
INTRODUCTION 
Lithium-rich aplite-pegmatite sills are abundant in the Gonçalo field of the Guarda-Belmonte 
region. The high Li+F contents attained by the most fractionated melts allowed the massive 
crystallization of F-rich, F+Li-rich and Li-rich phases, such as topaz, lepidolite, amblygonite and 
petalite, in proportions >35 % volume of the rocks. This is one of the most extreme enrichment in 

! ! 
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these elements observed in the CIZ. The occurrence in this area of four different granites, one of 
the acting as the hosting rock of the sills, add even a higher scientific interest to try to decipher the 
petrogenetic relationship between these granites and between them and the aplite-pegmatites. In 
this sense, the Gonçalo field has been studied extensively by some Portuguese geologists, with a 
number of interesting publications, including the Ph D. Thesis of Ramos (1998), and some 
international papers (e.g. Neiva & Ramos, 2009; 2010). Besides the scientific interest, these 
pegmatites show an important economic interest. They are being mined during the last decade for 
feldspar + Li by the Portuguese company FELMICA. Moreover, the layered texture that may be 
observed in the most fractionated sills, with deep-purple lepidolite-rich bands alternating with pure-
whitish ones, gives some of these outcrops an outstanding beauty. All this taken together makes 
the Gonçalo aplite-pegmatite field one of the most interesting places to be visited in the Central 
Iberian Zone from a geological point of view. 
 
GENERAL GEOLOGY OF THE GRANITES AND THE APLITE-PEGMATITES  
(taken from Neiva & Ramos, 2009) 
“The Guarda-Belmonte area lies within the Central Iberian Zone of the Iberian Massif. Granites 
intruded the Cambrian schist-metagraywacke complex, and were emplaced relatively to the third 
Variscan deformation phase (D3) (Fig. 6). Coarse- to very coarse-grained porphyritic 
biotite>muscovite granite (G1), fine- to medium-grained porphyritic biotite>muscovite granite (G2) 
and coarse-grained porphyritic biotite >muscovite granite (G3) are late-D3 and medium- to coarse-
grained muscovite>biotite granite (G4) is post D3. U-Th-Pb age by SHRIMP for G1 and U-Pb ages 
by ID-TIMS for the other granites indicate 301±3 Ma for G1, G2 and G3 and 293.9±0.5 Ma for G4. 
G1 passes gradually to G4. G2 intruded G1 showing sharp contacts and passes gradually to G3. 
G4 intruded G3 nd the contacts are sharp. Granites G1, G3 and G4 are cut by many aplite-
pegmatite sills and quartz veins and some mafic rock veins.  
Aplite-pegmatite sills from Gonçalo intruded G1, are subhorizontal, trending NE-SW, 10-25°NE, N-
S, 20°E and NNE-SSW, 20°E and up to 4 km long (Fig. 7). The sills are from a few centimetres up 
to 15 m thick for amblygonite-subtype and up to 5 m thick for lepidolite-subtype.”…”The aplite-
pegmatite sills produced a metasomatic zone enriched in zinnwaldite, albite and tourmaline of 2-3 
cm up to 20 m thick in host granite G1. The sills are cut by late aplite, pegmatites veins, quartz 
veins and mafic rock veins (Ramos, 1998).”  
 

 
Fig. 6: (a) Location of the Guarda-Belmonte area on the map of Portugal. (b) Simplified geological map of the 
Guarda-Belmonte area, mainly to show the granites and location of the Gonçalo area. (Neiva & Ramos, 
2010). 

to the south-western extension of the European Variscan
Belt. Variscan granites predominate in the area and intruded
the Cambrian schist-metagraywacke complex (Fig. 1b). The
coarse- to very coarse-grained porphyritic biotite.musco-
vite granite (G1), fine- to medium-grained porphyritic bio-
tite.muscovite granite (G2) and coarse-grained porphyritic
biotite.muscovite granite (G3) are late-D3 and the med-
ium- to coarse-grained muscovite.biotite granite (G4) is
late- to post-D3. The SHRIMP U–Th–Pb monazite age from
G1 is 304.1 ! 3.9 Ma. The ID-TIMS U–Pb zircon and
monazite ages are 299.8 ! 0.6 Ma from G2, 301.1 ! 2.2
Ma from G3 and 299! 3 Ma from G4. Granite G2 intruded
G1 showing sharp contacts and passes gradually to G3.
Granite G4 intruded G1 and G3 and the contacts are sharp
with G3. Granite G2 also crops out in the east of this area
outside of Fig. 1. Granites G1, G3 and G4 are cut by
numerous aplite-pegmatite sills, some quartz veins and
some mafic rock veins (Ramos, 1998).

The Gonçalo area (Fig. 1b) was selected to study aplite-
pegmatite sills (Fig. 2), which are subhorizontal, trending
NE–SW, 10"–25" NE, N–S, 20" E and NNE–SSW, 20" E,
up to 4 km long and from a few centimetres to 15 m thick in
amblygonite-subtype sills, and up to 5 m thick in lepidolite-
subtype sills. Most sills intruded granite G1, showing sharp
and quite lineal contacts and locally produced a metasomatic
zone enriched in zinnwaldite, albite and tourmaline from 2–3
cm up to 20 cm thick at footwall and hanging wall. Only a few
sills intruded the Cambrian schist-metagraywacke complex
and produced a metasomatic zone up to 10 cm thick at foot-
wall and hanging wall and enriched in zinnwaldite and tour-
maline. The lepidolite-subtype aplite-pegmatite sills crop out

at higher levels than the amblygonite-subtype aplite-pegma-
tite sills, and they do not cut each other anywhere because
they intruded subhorizontal faults of the same vein field. The
number of aplite-pegmatite sills is hard to define, but there
are tens of them. The lepidolite-subtype aplite-pegmatite sill
tends to be the most abundant in the Gonçalo area (Fig. 2).
The simplest sill consists of either amblygonite-subtype or
lepidolite-subtype pegmatite (Fig. 3a, b). Others are more
complex, some with alternating layers of aplite, amblygonite-
subtype pegmatite and lepidolite-subtype pegmatite (Fig. 3c,
d) and others with a layer of early aplite at the footwall
followed by alternating layers of lepidolite-bearing aplite
and lepidolite-subtype pegmatite (Fig. 3e, f). The most com-
mon number of layers is 6–7, but some sills have up to 14–15
alternating layers (Fig. 3e, f). Rarely, an enclave of metaso-
matised granite occurs between layers (Fig. 3f), but all sills
show metasomatised granite at the contact with footwall and
hanging wall (Fig. 3). In general, aplite is found at the foot-
wall (Fig. 3c, e, f) and either aplite or pegmatite occur at the
hanging wall (Fig. 3c–f). Pegmatite is more abundant than
aplite. Aplite-pegmatite sills are cut by late aplite, pegmatite
veins, quartz veins and mafic rock veins (Ramos, 1998).

3. Petrography

The granites from Guarda-Belmonte area (Fig. 1) contain
quartz, microperthitic microcline, plagioclase, biotite, chlor-
ite, muscovite, zircon, apatite, monazite, ilmenite and rutile.
Andalusite only occurs in G3. They have subhedral granular
texture and show some evidence of cataclasis, particularly in

Fig. 1. (a) Location of the Guarda-Belmonte area on the map of Portugal. (b) Simplified geological map of the Guarda-Belmonte area, mainly
to show the granites and location of the Gonçalo area.

838 A.M.R. Neiva, J.M.F. Ramos
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PETROGENESIS 
(taken from Neiva & Ramos, 2009) 
“Fractionation trends in variation diagrams of major and trace elements for granites G2 and G3 and 
aplite-pegmatite sills (Fig. 8), subparallel whole-rock REE patterns, similar 18O values and 
compositions of feldspars and primary muscovite suggest that aplite-pegmatite sills are derived 
from granite G2 magma by fractional crystallization of quartz, potash feldspar, plagioclase, biotite 
and ilmenite, which is supported by modelling of trace elements. There was also fractionation of: a) 
monazite responsible for depletion in LREE; b) zircon that caused decrease in HREE and Zr 
contents; c) apatite responsible for depletion in MREE and HREE from G2 to G3 to aplite-
pegmatite sills. Fractional crystallization was responsible for Sn and Li enrichments in granite G3 
and aplite-pegmatite sills (Fig. 8) reaching the highest concentrations in lepidolite-subtype sills.” 
 
 

 
Fig. 7. Geological map of the Gonçalo (Guarda) area. (Neiva & Ramos, 2010) 
 
 
  
the quartz. Most of them contain phenocrysts of microcline
and plagioclase, except G4 (Ramos, 1998). Some petro-
graphic characteristics of the two main aplite-pegmatite
sills from Gonçalo (Fig. 2 and 3) are given in Table 1.

3.1. Quartz

Quartz is anhedral and contains inclusions of all minerals
in granites and aplites. Quartz from pegmatites is mainly
milky and anhedral, but grey quartz locally zoned and rare
pink quartz forming aggregates with albite also occur. Four
generations of quartz are distinguished. Quartz is asso-
ciated with albite and muscovite in aplitic layers at the
footwall and hanging wall. Euhedral quartz occurs
included in K-feldspar. Subhedral, but mainly anhedral

quartz is associated with albite. Late fine-grained quartz
replaces albite and lepidolite.

3.2. Feldspars

In general, K-feldspar and plagioclase are subhedral,
except in aplites where they are anhedral but euhedral
feldspars also occur in pegmatites. Microperthitic micro-
cline in granites, aplites and pegmatites shows well defined
cross-hatch twinning, but orthoclase from aplites and peg-
matites is twinned according to the Carlsbad law. K-feld-
spar from pegmatites is mainly microcline with triclinicity
(! ¼ 12.5 ðd131 # d1"31Þ) of 0.89–1.0. The amount of
K-feldspar decreases and that of albite increases towards
lepidolite-subtype sills. Microperthitic K-feldspar presents
albite lamellae and contains inclusions of plagioclase. Late

Fig. 2. Geological map of the Gonçalo (Guarda) area.

Geochemistry of granitic aplite-pegmatite sills and their minerals 839



	 36	

 
 
Fig. 8: Selected variation diagrams and log Rb/sr-log Sn and log Rb/Sr-log Li correlations for two 
biotite>muscovite granites from Guarda-Belmonte area and granitic aplite-pegmatite sills from Gonçalo, 
central Portugal, indicating a crystal fractionation series. (Neiva & Ramos, 2009)
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Abstract: Granitic amblygonite-subtype and lepidolite-subtype, aplite-pegmatite sills intruded a biotite.muscovite granite (G1).
Two other biotite.muscovite granites (G2 and G3) and a muscovite.biotite granite (G4) crop out in the area. Variation diagrams for
major and trace elements of the Variscan rocks show fractionation trends for a) G1 and G4; b) G2, G3 and aplite-pegmatite sills. The
two series are confirmed by the two trends defined by major elements of primary muscovite. The sills also contain Li-bearing
muscovite, which has higher Mn, Li, F and paragonite contents and lower AlVI content than primary muscovite from G2, G3 and sills.
All sills have pure albite and P2O5 content of K-feldspar and plagioclase increases in the series G2, G3 and sills. Beryl occurs in all
sills, but lepidolite and a nearly pure petalite only occur in lepidolite-subtype sills, which are the most evolved sills. Primary topaz and
amblygonite have a similar composition in all sills. Aplite-pegmatite sills contain cassiterite, which shows sequences of alternating
darker and lighter zones. The former are richer in (Nbþ Taþ FeþMn) than the latter. Manganocolumbite is common in all sills, but
ferrocolumbite only appears in amblygonite-subtype sills and manganotantalite in lepidolite-subtype sills. The sills richest in Li
contain reversely-zoned crystals with a homogeneous microlite core and a heterogeneous uranmicrolite rim. Least squares analysis of
major elements shows that granite G3 and amblygonite-subtype and lepidolite-subtype aplite-pegmatite sills can be derived from
granite G2 magma by fractional crystallization of quartz, plagioclase, K-feldspar, biotite and ilmenite. Modelling of trace elements
shows good results for Sr, but magmatic fluids controlled the Rb and Ba contents of the aplite-pegmatite sills and probably also their
Li, F, Sn and Ta contents and crystallization of lepidolite, cassiterite and Nb–Ta oxide mineral assemblage. Schorl from the lepidolite-
subtype sills that cut granite G1 has higher Mg/(Mgþ Fe) than schorl from metasomatised granite at sill walls and resulted from the
mixing of magmatic fluids carrying B and some Fe with a meteoric fluid that has interacted with the host granite G1 and carried Fe and
Mg. Schorl and dravite, respectively from metasomatised granite and micaschist at sill walls, were also formed from the mixing
processes.

Key-words: granites, aplite-pegmatite sills, feldspars, micas, Sn- and Li-enrichments.

1. Introduction

Most researchers are of the opinion that pegmatites are derived
from granitic melts (e.g., Jahns & Burnham, 1969; London,
1992, 2005, 2008; Simmons & Webber, 2008). The chemical
composition of granites, aplites, pegmatites and their feldspars
and micas gives important information for petrogenesis and
favours fractional crystallization of a granite magma (e.g.,
Breaks et al., 2005; Černý, 2005; Neiva et al., 2008 and
references therein). Experimental work also supports this
mechanism and, according to London (2008), the rare element
pegmatites can only be derived by the protracted and very
efficient fractional crystallization of large volumes of granite
magma (London, 2008). However this mechanism is difficult
to test for pegmatites (e.g., Shearer et al., 1992; Neiva et al.,
2008), due to the presence of fluxes such as B, F, P and Li in
addition to H2O in the formation of rare element pegmatites

(London, 1992, 2005), which are responsible for the crystal-
lization of several minerals such as tourmaline, topaz, mon-
tebrasite-amblygonite and lepidolite, and influence in the
crystallization of cassiterite, columbite-tantalite and microlite
(e.g., Linnen & Cuney, 2005). This paper presents the miner-
alogy, geochemistry and petrology of granites from the
Guarda-Belmonte area and aplite-pegmatite sills from
Gonçalo within this area, using the data to identify the possible
mechanisms responsible for the origin of these rare-element
pegmatites.

2. Geology

The Guarda-Belmonte area (Fig. 1a) lies within the Central
Iberian Zone of the Iberian Massif. This massif corresponds
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to the south-western extension of the European Variscan
Belt. Variscan granites predominate in the area and intruded
the Cambrian schist-metagraywacke complex (Fig. 1b). The
coarse- to very coarse-grained porphyritic biotite.musco-
vite granite (G1), fine- to medium-grained porphyritic bio-
tite.muscovite granite (G2) and coarse-grained porphyritic
biotite.muscovite granite (G3) are late-D3 and the med-
ium- to coarse-grained muscovite.biotite granite (G4) is
late- to post-D3. The SHRIMP U–Th–Pb monazite age from
G1 is 304.1 ! 3.9 Ma. The ID-TIMS U–Pb zircon and
monazite ages are 299.8 ! 0.6 Ma from G2, 301.1 ! 2.2
Ma from G3 and 299! 3 Ma from G4. Granite G2 intruded
G1 showing sharp contacts and passes gradually to G3.
Granite G4 intruded G1 and G3 and the contacts are sharp
with G3. Granite G2 also crops out in the east of this area
outside of Fig. 1. Granites G1, G3 and G4 are cut by
numerous aplite-pegmatite sills, some quartz veins and
some mafic rock veins (Ramos, 1998).

The Gonçalo area (Fig. 1b) was selected to study aplite-
pegmatite sills (Fig. 2), which are subhorizontal, trending
NE–SW, 10"–25" NE, N–S, 20" E and NNE–SSW, 20" E,
up to 4 km long and from a few centimetres to 15 m thick in
amblygonite-subtype sills, and up to 5 m thick in lepidolite-
subtype sills. Most sills intruded granite G1, showing sharp
and quite lineal contacts and locally produced a metasomatic
zone enriched in zinnwaldite, albite and tourmaline from 2–3
cm up to 20 cm thick at footwall and hanging wall. Only a few
sills intruded the Cambrian schist-metagraywacke complex
and produced a metasomatic zone up to 10 cm thick at foot-
wall and hanging wall and enriched in zinnwaldite and tour-
maline. The lepidolite-subtype aplite-pegmatite sills crop out

at higher levels than the amblygonite-subtype aplite-pegma-
tite sills, and they do not cut each other anywhere because
they intruded subhorizontal faults of the same vein field. The
number of aplite-pegmatite sills is hard to define, but there
are tens of them. The lepidolite-subtype aplite-pegmatite sill
tends to be the most abundant in the Gonçalo area (Fig. 2).
The simplest sill consists of either amblygonite-subtype or
lepidolite-subtype pegmatite (Fig. 3a, b). Others are more
complex, some with alternating layers of aplite, amblygonite-
subtype pegmatite and lepidolite-subtype pegmatite (Fig. 3c,
d) and others with a layer of early aplite at the footwall
followed by alternating layers of lepidolite-bearing aplite
and lepidolite-subtype pegmatite (Fig. 3e, f). The most com-
mon number of layers is 6–7, but some sills have up to 14–15
alternating layers (Fig. 3e, f). Rarely, an enclave of metaso-
matised granite occurs between layers (Fig. 3f), but all sills
show metasomatised granite at the contact with footwall and
hanging wall (Fig. 3). In general, aplite is found at the foot-
wall (Fig. 3c, e, f) and either aplite or pegmatite occur at the
hanging wall (Fig. 3c–f). Pegmatite is more abundant than
aplite. Aplite-pegmatite sills are cut by late aplite, pegmatite
veins, quartz veins and mafic rock veins (Ramos, 1998).

3. Petrography

The granites from Guarda-Belmonte area (Fig. 1) contain
quartz, microperthitic microcline, plagioclase, biotite, chlor-
ite, muscovite, zircon, apatite, monazite, ilmenite and rutile.
Andalusite only occurs in G3. They have subhedral granular
texture and show some evidence of cataclasis, particularly in

Fig. 1. (a) Location of the Guarda-Belmonte area on the map of Portugal. (b) Simplified geological map of the Guarda-Belmonte area, mainly
to show the granites and location of the Gonçalo area.
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the quartz. Most of them contain phenocrysts of microcline
and plagioclase, except G4 (Ramos, 1998). Some petro-
graphic characteristics of the two main aplite-pegmatite
sills from Gonçalo (Fig. 2 and 3) are given in Table 1.

3.1. Quartz

Quartz is anhedral and contains inclusions of all minerals
in granites and aplites. Quartz from pegmatites is mainly
milky and anhedral, but grey quartz locally zoned and rare
pink quartz forming aggregates with albite also occur. Four
generations of quartz are distinguished. Quartz is asso-
ciated with albite and muscovite in aplitic layers at the
footwall and hanging wall. Euhedral quartz occurs
included in K-feldspar. Subhedral, but mainly anhedral

quartz is associated with albite. Late fine-grained quartz
replaces albite and lepidolite.

3.2. Feldspars

In general, K-feldspar and plagioclase are subhedral,
except in aplites where they are anhedral but euhedral
feldspars also occur in pegmatites. Microperthitic micro-
cline in granites, aplites and pegmatites shows well defined
cross-hatch twinning, but orthoclase from aplites and peg-
matites is twinned according to the Carlsbad law. K-feld-
spar from pegmatites is mainly microcline with triclinicity
(! ¼ 12.5 ðd131 # d1"31Þ) of 0.89–1.0. The amount of
K-feldspar decreases and that of albite increases towards
lepidolite-subtype sills. Microperthitic K-feldspar presents
albite lamellae and contains inclusions of plagioclase. Late

Fig. 2. Geological map of the Gonçalo (Guarda) area.
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albite replaces K-feldspar in pegmatites. Granites con-
tain albite-oligoclase in the groundmass, except G4
which has albite. All granites contain phenocrysts of
microcline, which are rare in G4. Granites G1 and G3
also contain phenocrysts of albite-oligoclase and granite
G2 has phenocrysts of albite-andesine.

3.3. Micas

Biotite and primary muscovite from granites are subhedral
and have inclusions of zircon, apatite and monazite. Locally
biotite is transformed into chlorite. Primary muscovite is
anhedral in aplites and subhedral in pegmatites. Muscovite

Fig. 3. Sketches of aplite-pegmatite sills from Gonçalo (Guarda). (a–f) From the simplest to those containing up to 14–15 layers.
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occurs associated with albite and quartz in all sills, but is more
abundant in lepidolite-subtype aplite-pegmatite sills than in
the amblygonite-subtype sills. Two generations of lepidolite
were found, one coarse-grained and the other late fine-
grained (Fig. 4a), in pegmatites, which are abundant and
locally radial. The fine-grained lepidolite occurs within the
sills and locally it is the only lepidolite. It occurs neither at the
hanging wall or in concentrations, suggesting that it was not
formed during greisenization.

3.4. Tourmaline

Schorl is very rare in amblygonite-subtype aplite-pegma-
tite sills and rare in lepidolite-subtype aplite-pegmatite
sills. Crystals are , 1 mm in the former and , 2 ! 1 mm
in the latter. Schorl is subhedral, interstitial, unzoned, dark
in colour and does not show any preferential orientation. It
occurs associated with albite and muscovite in sills, but
close to the contact with the host rock. Schorl from

Table 1. Some petrographic characteristics of the two main granitic aplite-pegmatite sills from Gonçalo, central Portugal.

Amblygonite-subtype Lepidolite-subtype

Main constituents quartz, microperthitic orthoclase
and microcline, albite

quartz, microperthitic orthoclase
and microcline, albite

Subordinate and
accessory minerals

muscovite, Li-bearing muscovite,
topaz, beryl, schorl, zircon, apatite,
amblygonite, monazite, cassiterite
and columbite-tantalite

muscovite, Li-bearing muscovite, topaz, beryl,
schorl, zircon, apatite, amblygonite, monazite,
petalite, lepidolite, cassiterite, columbite-tantalite,
microlite, torbernite, antunite and rare arsenopyrite,
pyrite and chalcopyrite

Texture anhedral granular in aplite and
subhedral granular in pegmatite

anhedral granular in aplite and subhedral granular
in pegmatite

Grain size fine-grained aplite and mainly coarse-grained,
but locally fine-grained pegmatite (, 2mm)

fine-grained aplite and mainly coarse-grained, but
locally fine-grained pegmatite (, 2mm)

The petrographic characteristics are given by Ramos (1998). Orthoclase and microcline were identified by XRD and chemically.

Fig. 4. Images of some minerals from the Gonçalo aplite-pegmatite sills. (a) Lepidolite (Lp) containing inclusions of cassiterite (Cst) and
penetrating albite (Ab) and quartz (Qz); (b) topaz (Tp) crystal containing inclusions of an earlier topaz and penetrated by lepidolite (Lp); (c)
amblygonite (Am) penetrated by quartz and albite; (d) zoned cassiterite crystal replacing quartz and muscovite.
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metasomatised granite and dravite from metasomatised
micaschist at the aplite-pegmatite sill walls are subhedral
to anhedral, dark in colour, 1–5 mm long and 0.3–0.5 mm
thick, replace muscovite and are more abundant than schorl
in sills.

3.5. Other silicates

Subhedral greenish blue topaz occurs in all sills and is
more abundant in the hanging wall than the footwall. It is
particularly abundant in lepidolite-subtype sills. Locally,
topaz forms aggregates up to 5 cm in diameter. Two gen-
erations of topaz occur, with the earlier one included in a
later generation (Fig. 4b). It is associated with quartz and
surrounded by albite. Locally it is penetrated by late fine-
grained lepidolite and albite. Beryl occurs associated with
quartz and K-feldspar in the aplite-pegmatites sills. It is
euhedral to subhedral, mainly green in colour, but very rare
pink crystals also occur in sills containing lepidolite. Some
crystals are partially replaced by albite. Petalite occurs in
euhedral to subhedral crystals of 2! 1 cm in the lepidolite-
subtype aplite-pegmatite sills.

3.6. Amblygonite

Amblygonite occurs in subhedral to anhedral single crys-
tals, often twinned, associated with K-feldspar and quartz
in the aplite-pegmatite sills. Some crystals are partially
replaced by albite, quartz (Fig. 4c) and muscovite, but
also by Li-bearing muscovite and lepidolite in some lepi-
dolite-subtype sills.

3.7. Sn–Nb–Ta oxides

Subhedral to anhedral cassiterite occurs mainly intersti-
tially associated with albite and micas (Fig. 4a, d) in the
aplite-pegmatite sills. The crystals are between 1 and 2 mm
across, are zoned and exhibit parallel alternating darker
and lighter zones. Both zones are pleochroic, but pleochro-
ism is more intense in the former (e red, o translucent and
colourless) than in the latter (e light brown, o beige). Some
crystals are partially replaced by albite and quartz.
Anhedral columbite-tantalite crystals occur associated
with cassiterite, albite and lepidolite.

Microlite is subhedral, only occurs in a few lepidolite-
subtype aplite-pegmatite sills, the richest in Li. It is asso-
ciated with zircon and columbite-tantalite and surrounded
by lepidolite, albite and quartz. Most brownish crystals are
concentrically zoned and fractured.

4. Analytical methods

The major and trace elements of granitic rocks were deter-
mined by XRF using the Tertian & Claisse (1982) method,
with relative percent accuracy better than " 1% for major
elements and Rb and " 4% for the other trace elements.

Lithium in whole rocks was determined by atomic absorp-
tion with the accuracy of " 2%. Fluorine in the granitic
rocks was measured by selective ion electrode analysis
with an accuracy of " 2%. All these determinations were
carried out at INETI, S. Mamede de Infesta, Portugal.

FeO of granitic rocks was determined by titration with a
standardized potassium permanganate solution with the accu-
racy of " 1%. Loss on ignition (LOI) for rocks was deter-
mined using the method described by Lechler & Desilets
(1987). These determinations were carried out at the
Department of Earth Sciences, University of Coimbra,
Portugal. Rare earths in the granitic rocks were determined
by ICP-MS with an accuracy of" 5% in the SGS Laboratory,
Toronto, Canada. Whole rock oxygen isotope analysis of
granitic rocks was carried out at the Department of Earth
Sciences, the University of Western Ontario, Canada, with
the reproducibility of" 0.2 %, using a quartz standard.

The major element composition of the minerals was
determined using a Cameca Camebax electron microprobe
at INETI, S. Mamede de Infesta, operating at 15 kV accel-
erating voltage and a 15 nA beam current. Detection limits
(3s above mean background) were 0.03 wt% oxide for
most components, except F (0.1 wt%) and BaO (0.06
wt%), with counting times of 80 s for F and BaO.

Li2O content for muscovite and Li-bearing muscovite
from some granitic rocks was calculated using the equation
Li2O ¼ 0.3935 F1.326 (Tischendorf et al., 1997), while the
Li content of lepidolite was determined by atomic absorp-
tion and the other trace elements by XRF, with accuracies
of " 2% and " 4%, respectively.

5. Whole-rock geochemistry

The chemical analyses and trace elements of the four
granites from the Guarda-Belmonte area and aplite-peg-
matites sills from Gonçalo (Fig. 5–7) are given in Table 2.
The granites present molecular A/CNK ratio ¼ molecular
Al2O3/(CaO þ Na2O þ K2O) of 1.18–1.56 and amblygo-
nite-subtype aplite-pegmatite sills have A/CNK values
ranging between 1.18 and 1.38, and lepidolite-subtype

Fig. 5. Selected variation diagrams of granites from Guarda-
Belmonte. Granites G1 and G4 define one series, and granites G2
and G3 define another series.
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sills have A/CNK values of 1.46–1.72 and one value of
2.13. Therefore, the granitic rocks are peraluminous.

Aplite-pegmatite sills from Gonçalo have higher Na2O,
Li, F, Nb, Ta, Sn, Rb contents, similar to higher MnO,
Al2O3, P2O5 contents and lower TiO2, total FeO, MgO,
CaO, Zr, Y, Sr and Ba contents than the granite G1 they cut
(Table 2; Fig. 6).

Granites G1 and G4 seem to exhibit fractionation trends
(Fig. 5) as do granites G2 and G3. The difference between
the correlation coefficients for granites G2–G3 and sills,
and for granites G1–G4 and sills are very slight (Table 3,
Fig. 6 and 7). The F, Sn, Li and Rb contents and Ta/Nb and
Rb/Sr values show wide ranges in aplite-pegmatite sills

(Table 2, Fig. 7) and the highest values occur in lepidolite-
subtype sills. The pegmatites studied belong to the LCT
family, rare-element class (REL), REL-Li subclass, com-
plex type. Some belong to the amblygonite-subtype and
others to the lepidolite-subtype of Černý & Ercit (2005).

Rare earth element contents of selected samples of gran-
ites from Guarda-Belmonte area and aplite-pegmatite sills
from Gonçalo are given in Table 4 and the chondrite
normalized rare-earth-element patterns are presented in
Fig. 8. They are enriched in LREE with respect to HREE
(LaN/YbN of 6.9–28.4). Those for granites G1 and G4 are
subparallel, and all REE contents decrease while the nega-
tive Eu anomaly increases from the former to the latter.

Fig. 6. Selected variation diagrams of granites G1 and G4 from Guarda-Belmonte and granitic aplite-pegmatite sills from Gonçalo,
suggesting that aplite-pegmatite sills are not related to this series G1–G4.

Fig. 7. Variation diagrams of granites G2 and G3 from Guarda-Belmonte and granitic aplite-pegmatite sills from Gonçalo, suggesting a
crystal fractionation model.
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The REE patterns for granites G2 and G3 are also subpar-
allel and all REE contents decrease from G2 to G3. The
aplite-pegmatite sills are impoverished in REE, as

expected, and their REE contents are lower than the grani-
tic contents for G1, G2, G3 and G4, except for Eu in one
sample of G4. Lepidolite-subtype sills are the poorest in all
REE contents.

The whole rock d18O and total FeO values of selected
samples of granites from Guarda-Belmonte area and
aplite-pegmatite sills from Gonçalo are given in Table 5
and plotted in Fig. 9. The correlation coefficient for the
trend of d18O versus total FeO is higher (0.972) for G2, G3
and aplite-pegmatite sills than for G1, G4 and sills (0.891).

6. Geochemistry of minerals

6.1. Feldspars

Compositions of feldspars from granites of Guarda-
Belmonte area and aplite-pegmatite sills from Gonçalo
are given in Table 6. There is a decrease in anorthite
from phenocryst to matrix plagioclase, an increase in
orthoclase content and a decrease in Ba content from
phenocryst to matrix microcline, showing that granites
G1, G2 and G3 have plagioclase phenocrysts and all gran-
ites contain microcline phenocrysts (Ramos, 1998). The
anorthite content of phenocryst and matrix plagioclase

Table 2. Chemical analyses in wt% and trace elements in ppm of granites from the Guarda-Belmonte area and aplite-pegmatite sills from
Gonçalo, central Portugal.

Granites Aplite-pegmatite sills (AP)

G1 s G2 s G3 s G4 s 1 Range 2 Range

SiO2 69.78 1.50 70.76 0.96 71.95 0.87 73.55 0.65 71.74 69.55–73.19 69.54 67.31–71.63
TiO2 0.45 0.07 0.44 0.07 0.29 0.08 0.13 0.05 0.01 0–0.02 0.01 0.01–0.02
Al2O3 14.88 0.38 14.48 0.25 14.86 0.55 14.34 0.43 15.82 14.43–16.98 17.24 16.04–18.05
Fe2O3 0.66 0.29 0.90 0.19 0.54 0.20 0.19 0.23 0.06 0–0.24 – 0
FeO 2.84 0.37 2.30 0.30 1.65 0.46 1.52 0.24 0.93 0.53–1.33 0.65 0.49–0.93
MnO 0.05 0.01 0.05 0.01 0.04 0.01 0.07 0.01 0.10 0.06–0.20 0.15 0.07–0.29
MgO 0.63 0.11 0.52 0.16 0.39 0.07 0.17 0.06 0.02 0.00–0.05 0.01 0.01–0.02
CaO 0.87 0.09 1.08 0.16 0.69 0.22 0.39 0.08 0.20 0.04–0.39 0.12 0.05–0.25
Na2O 2.49 0.35 2.81 0.09 2.74 0.31 3.17 0.16 4.81 3.52–6.15 4.12 3.03–5.30
K2O 4.84 0.44 5.19 0.18 5.10 0.54 4.73 0.38 3.41 1.92–4.96 3.47 3.04–4.70
P2O5 0.20 0.05 0.23 0.05 0.22 0.05 0.28 0.07 0.61 0.15–1.50 0.85 0.17–1.66
Li2O 0.06 0.02 0.02 0.01 0.04 0.01 0.11 0.05 0.38 0.15–0.71 1.14 0.35–1.74
F 0.10 0.10 0.12 0.12 0.47 0.44–0.57 1.54 1.49–1.64
LOI 2.18 0.49 1.25 0.21 1.46 0.50 1.21 0.12 1.82 1.33–2.40 2.10 1.34–3.50
Total 100.03 100.13 100.09 99.98 100.38 100.94
O!F 0.04 0.04 0.05 0.05 0.20 0.65

99.99 100.09 100.04 99.93 100.18 100.29
Nb 18 2 19 1 16 2 23 4 42 25–101 58 31–104
Ta 6 2 4 1 6 2 5 0 45 12–150 68 42–166
Sn 13 4 12 3 21 5 39 13 364 174–659 532 192–1098
Zr 183 26 237 40 117 32 65 24 27 15–43 27 17–34
Y 30 5 31 7 15 5 19 4 4 *–7 * *
Sr 66 18 76 11 54 4 21 8 22 11–42 21 13–33
Ba 226 66 329 70 190 26 56 30 30 15–58 25 16–51
Rb 263 26 285 16 337 16 465 68 1126 786–1595 1834 1213–2305
n 6 5 5 5 8 8

G1 – coarse- to very coarse-grained porphyritic biotite.muscovite granite; G2 – fine- to medium-grained porphyritic biotite.muscovite
granite (G2); G3 – coarse-grained porphyritic biotite.muscovite granite; G4 – medium- to coarse-grained muscovite.biotite granite; 1 –
amblygonite-subtype aplite-pegmatite sills; 2 – lepidolite-subtype aplite-pegmatite sills. LOI – loss on ignition; – not detected; * below the
detection limit, which is of 2 ppm for Ta and 4 ppm for Y. F was only determined in two samples of each granite.

Table 3. Correlation coefficients for the two trends of gran-
ites from the Guarda-Belmonte area and aplite-pegmatite sills
from Gonçalo, central Portugal.

wt% total FeO
versus

G1, G4
and sills

G2, G3
and sills

wt% MnO 0.465 0.506
wt% CaO 0.982 0.971
wt% P2O5 0.685 0.697
ppm Li 0.742 0.759
ppm Nb 0.788 0.816
ppm Ta 0.765 0.773
ppm Sn 0.688 0.698
ppm Zr 0.977 0.990
ppm Y 0.942 0.985
ppm Sr 0.937 0.951
ppm Ba 0.974 0.978
ppm Rb 0.872 0.876
Ta/Nb 0.857 0.904
Rb/Sr 0.757 0.772
n 27 26

n – number of samples.
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decreases from G1 to G4 and from G2 to G3. The barium
content of phenocryst and matrix microcline decreases from
G1 to G4 and from G2 to G3. Phenocryst and matrix plagio-
clase from G2 has a higher anorthite content than phenocryst

Table 4. Rare-earth element concentrations (ppm) of selected samples of granites from the Guarda-Belmonte area and aplite-peg-
matite sills from Gonçalo, central Portugal.

Granites Aplite-pegmatite sills

G1 G2 G3 G4 1a 1b 2a 2b

La 23.7 55.2 25.8 10.65 8.80 7.80 5.60 4.40
Ce 53.8 116 50.7 24.4 11.8 9.10 8.00 5.80
Pr 6.40 13.7 5.99 2.90 1.33 1.05 0.67 0.45
Nd 24.2 54.3 23.7 10.8 5.80 4.20 2.80 1.80
Sm 5.20 9.36 4.60 2.60 1.30 1.05 0.70 0.50
Eu 0.57 1.17 0.65 0.15 0.16 0.15 0.10 0.07
Gd 4.30 8.06 4.04 2.45 1.07 0.91 0.60 0.47
Tb 0.73 1.34 0.60 0.42 0.16 0.12 0.09 0.08
Dy 4.10 6.60 3.13 2.65 0.86 0.57 0.37 0.33
Ho 0.77 1.47 0.68 0.45 0.12 0.09 0.06 0.06
Er 1.90 3.43 1.54 1.15 0.28 0.20 0.14 0.13
Tm 0.30 0.51 0.23 0.17 ,0.05 ,0.05 ,0.05 ,0.05
Yb 1.80 3.30 1.50 1.00 0.20 0.18 0.13 0.12
Lu 0.30 0.48 0.22 0.15 ,0.05 0.07 ,0.05 ,0.05

Column headings as in Table 2. 1a, b – amblygonite-subtype aplite-pegmatite sills; 2a, b – lepidolite-subtype aplite-pegmatite sills.

Fig. 8. Chondrite-normalized REE abundances of selected samples of
granites from Guarda-Belmonte and granitic aplite-pegmatite sills from
Gonçalo, confirming that granites G1 and G4 define one series and
granites G2 and G3 define another series. Aplite-pegmatite sills are the
poorest in REE.

Table 5. d18O and total FeO of selected samples of granites from the
Guarda-Belmonte area and aplite-pegmatite sills from Gonçalo of
central Portugal.

d18O % total FeO wt%

G1 11.02 2.60
G2 10.79 3.28

10.84 3.00
G3 10.87 2.09

11.02 1.99
11.04 1.47

G4 11.09 1.90
11.14 1.71

AP 1 11.21 0.80
1 11.34 0.59
2 11.18 0.71
2 11.31 0.63

G1, G2, G3, G4 and AP as in Table 2. Correlation coefficient for G1,
G4 and sills is 0.891 and for G2, G3 and sills is 0.972.

Fig. 9. Diagram of total FeO versus d18O of granites from Guarda-
Belmonte and granitic aplite-pegmatite sills from Gonçalo.
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and matrix plagioclase from G1. Furthermore, phenocryst and
matrix microcline from G2 and G3 have similar to higher Ba
content than that from G1. Of the granites, G4 has the poorest
anorthite in plagioclase content and the poorest Ba in micro-
cline content, as it is the most evolved granite. The anorthite
content of albite from sills is lower than that of plagioclase
from granites. The Ba content of K-feldspar from sills is lower
than that of microcline from granites.

The P2O5 content of feldspars from granites G2 and G3 and
aplite-pegmatite sills (Table 7), determined by electron
microprobe, does not show significant distinction between
the phenocryst and matrix. P2O5 contents of feldspars may
depend on phosphorus content in the crystallizing melt (Bea
et al., 1994), because the P2O5 content of K-feldspar is not
dependent on the orthoclase content and the P2O5 content of
plagioclase is not related to the anorthite content. The P2O5

contents of K-feldspar and plagioclase increase from G2 to
G3 and to aplite-pegmatite sills. No significant fractionation
of phosphorus took place between coexisting feldspars,
because D[P]Kf/Pl ranges between 1.00 and 1.33, but equili-
brium was only attained for the distribution of P between Kf-
Pl pairs from granites G2 and G3 (e.g., London et al., 1999).

6.2. Micas

Selected chemical analyses of primary muscovite from
granites of Guarda-Belmonte area and primary muscovite,
Li-bearing muscovite and lepidolite from granitic aplite-
pegmatite sills of Gonçalo are given in Table 8. Primary

muscovite from granites G2 and G3 and granitic aplite-
pegmatite sills define a trend (Fig. 10a), whereas primary
muscovite from granites G1 and G4 define another trend.
Primary muscovite from aplite-pegmatite sills has higher
AlVI, Mn, Li, F contents and lower Ti, Fe and Mg contents
than primary muscovite from granites G2 and G3.

Li-bearing muscovite from aplite-pegmatite sills has
higher Mn, Li, F and paragonite contents and lower AlVI

content than primary muscovite from the granites G2 and
G3 and aplite-pegmatite sills (Table 8, Fig. 1b). Lepidolite
has higher Li, F contents and lower AlVI and AlVI þ Ti
contents than them. The later fine-grained lepidolite has
higher Mn, Li, F,

P
(Fe þ Mn þ Mg) contents and lower

Sn, Rb contents than the earlier lepidolite (Table 8, Fig. 10b).

6.3. Other silicate minerals and amblygonite

Topaz occurs in all studied aplite-pegmatite sills from
Gonçalo and their compositions are given in Table 9.
There are no chemical distinctions between the two gen-
erations of topaz and it has a similar composition in all
aplite-pegmatite sills.

Petalite occurs in lepidolite-subtype aplite-pegmatite
sills from Gonçalo and is a nearly pure phase (Table 9)
(Ramos, 1998).

Compositions of tourmaline from lepidolite-subtype
aplite-pegmatite sills cutting granite G1 and metasoma-
tised G1 and micaschist at sill walls are given in Table 9.
Schorl from the sills has a distinct composition from the
metasomatic schorl of granite and dravite of micaschist at
the sill walls (Fig. 11, Table 9).

Amblygonite shows some deficiency in Al, which is
attributed to a slight alteration (Ramos, 1998). The ambly-
gonite composition is similar in all aplite-pegmatite sills
from Gonçalo (Table 10).

6.4. Oxides

The cassiterite is zoned (Fig. 4d) and in general the darker
zone has higher (Nb þ Ta þ Fe þ Mn) content than the
lighter zone (Table 11). The incorporation of these ele-
ments and Ti in cassiterite is probably explained by the
main mechanism 2(Nb, Ta)5þ þ (Fe þ Mn)2þ¸ ( 3(Sn,

Table 6. Compositions of feldspars from granites from the Guarda-Belmonte area and aplite-pegmatite sills from Gonçalo, central Portugal.

Granites

Aplite-pegmatite sillsG1 G2 G3 G4

Anorthite content of plagioclase Phenocryst 5–30 6–42 4–27 – –
Matrix 3–19 4–23 1–15 0–4 0–1

Orthoclase content of K-feldspar Phenocryst 89–94 85–94 88–95 88–96 –
Matrix 88–97 90–97 91–98 91–98 90–99

wt% BaO of K-feldspar Phenocryst " 0.06–0.29 " 0.06–0.33 " 0.06–0.29 " 0.06–0.16 –
Matrix " 0.06–0.14 " 0.06–0.26 " 0.06–0.20 " 0.06–0.10 –

Column headings as in Table 2. – not found. G4 only has rare microscopic potash feldspar phenocrysts. There is no significant distinction in
albite and potash feldspar compositions from amblygonite-subtype and lepidolite-subtype aplite-pegmatite sills.

Table 7. Phosphorous content of feldspars from granites G2 and G3
from the Guarda-Belmonte area and aplite-pegmatite sills from
Gonçalo, central Portugal.

P2O5 wt%

Rock type Mean Min / Max n
D[P]
Kf/Pl

G2 Kf 0.09 0 / 0.32 48 1.00
Pl 0.09 0 / 0.26 88

G3 Kf 0.17 0 / 0.43 45 1.06
Pl 0.16 0 / 0.76 93

AP Kf 0.48 0.05 / 0.80 52 1.33
Pl 0.36 0 / 0.70 95

G2, G3 and AP as in Table 2. Min – minimum, Max – maximum, n –
number of analyses. D[P]Kf/Pl – empirical distribution coefficient.
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Ti)4þ (Černý et al., 1985), as cassiterite compositions plot
close to the trend defined by this ideal substitution. The
cassiterite with the highest Nb and Ta contents has Mn.Fe
and belongs to the lepidolite-subtype aplite-pegmatite sills
(Fig. 12a, Table 11) (Ramos, 1998).

Compositions of manganocolumbite dominate, but very
rare ferrocolumbite also occurs in amblygonite-subtype
aplite-pegmatite sills, whereas manganotantalite only
occurs in a few lepidolite-subtype sills (Table 11, Fig.
12b) (Ramos, 1998). There is a general trend from manga-
nocolumbite to manganotantalite in lepidolite-subtype
aplite-pegmatite sills in agreement with the trend defined
by Černý (1989). There is also enlargement of the Mn-rich
part of the quadrilateral (Fig. 12b) due to changes in the
Mn/(Mn þ Fe) ratio. This is attributed to the precipitation
of Fe-bearing minerals as found in the columbite-tantalite
compositions from the lepidolite-subtype granitic pegma-
tites of the Massif Central (Raimbault, 1998).

Most microlite crystals from lepidolite-subtype aplite-
pegmatite sills of Gonçalo are zoned (Fig. 13a). Microlite
compositions are Ta-rich with Mn and Ba almost absent
and Ti, Fe, Sr, Pb and K absent. In the A-group of cations,

Na dominates over Ca, with Na/Ca values varying between
1.2 and 2.5. The U content is up to 0.243 apfu in the
composition with the highest Nb content (Table 12)
(Ramos, 1998). The core has a homogeneous microlite
composition and the rim presents a heterogeneous uranmi-
crolite composition (Fig. 13b–d). The rim has higher U, Sn,
Nb, OH contents and lower Ca, Na, Ta, F contents, and a
lower Ta/(Ta þ Nb) value than the core (Table 12, Fig.
13b–d). This indicates a reverse zoning because the con-
tinuum of crystal-melt fractionation causes a concentration
of CNb/CTa in melt that decreases with the progress of
crystallization, and the crystallizing phases in which Nb
and Ta are compatible become progressively richer in Ta
(London, 2008). There is a compositional gap between the
microlite core and the uranmicrolite rim. The heterogeneous
composition of uranmicrolite suggests that there is no single
stage of uranmicrolite crystallization and this mineral may
not be related to a metasomatic stage. The crystals have
several fractures. The reverse-zoning is explained by the
nucleation and growth of the evolved microlite core within
boundary layers depleted in Nb by the growth of other
crystals and its back-reaction with the more primitive bulk
magma once the boundary layer is removed.

7. Discussion and conclusions

The variation diagrams for Sr and Ba suggest that granites
G1 and G4 define one series and granites G2 and G3 define
another series (Fig. 5), which is supported by the subpar-
allel REE patterns within each series (Fig. 8) and the two

Fig. 10. Crystal chemistry of micas from granites from Guarda-
Belmonte and granitic aplite-pegmatite sills from Gonçalo. (a) AlVI

vs. Fe diagram showing two trends for magmatic muscovites, one for
G1 and G4 and another for G2, G3 and sills; (b) octahedral cation
plot for micas from these granitic rocks, according to the classifica-
tion of Foster (1960); however, zinnwaldite is a series name for
trioctahedral mica on, or close to, the siderophyllite-polylithionite
join (Rieder et al., 1999); R3þ ¼AlVI, R2þ ¼ ðFe2þt þMn2þ þMgÞ.

Fig. 11. Tourmaline compositions from lepidolite-subtype aplite-
pegmatite sills from Gonçalo and adjacent granite and micaschist.
Schorl from sills has a composition distinct from metasomatic schorl
of granite and metasomatic dravite of micaschist.

848 A.M.R. Neiva, J.M.F. Ramos



muscovite trends, one for each series (Fig. 10a), suggesting
that the two series are independent. Granite G2 cannot be
derived from the older and more evolved granite G1
(Tables 2 and 6). Anorthite content of phenocryst and
matrix plagioclase and Ba content of phenocryst and
matrix microcline decrease within each series G1–G4 and
G2–G3 (Table 6). Both series were successfully modelled
for major and trace elements, and G4 is derived from G1
magma while G3 is derived from G2 magma by fractional
crystallization of quartz, plagioclase, microcline, biotite
and ilmenite.

Some aplite-pegmatite sills have lower P2O5 content and
similar to higher Sr content than granite G4 (Table 2, Fig. 6),
suggesting that sills cannot be derived from G4. This is
supported by the fact that there is no trend of muscovite for
G1, G4 and sills (Fig. 10a). The correlation coefficient for the
d18O versus the total FeO of G2, G3 and sills is higher than

for that of G1, G4 and sills (Table 5; Fig. 9), the diagram of
muscovite compositions shows a trend for those from G2, G3
and all aplite-pegmatite sills (Fig. 10a) and P2O5 contents of
K-feldspar and plagioclase increase from G2 to G3 to sills
(Table 7), suggesting that the sills are related to G2 and G3.
The increase in d18O values in the series G2, G3 and aplite-
pegmatite sills is up to 0.55 %, consistent with fractional
crystallization (White, 2003).

The possibility of the granites G2–G3 as possible par-
ental melts of the studied aplite-pegmatite sills was tested.
Major elements were modelled using a least-squares
regression method and taking into account compositions
of micas (biotite with Mg/(Mgþ Fe2þþ Fe3þ)¼ 0.37) and
ilmenite from the sample poorest in SiO2 from G2, deter-
mined by electron microprobe, and pure quartz, K-feld-
spar, albite and anorthite. The sample with the lowest SiO2

content for G2 was selected as the parent magma. Samples

Table 9. Representative electron-microprobe analyses of some other silicate minerals from granitic aplite-pegmatite sills from Gonçalo
(Guarda), central Portugal.

Mineral
Sill no.

Topaz Petalite Tourmaline

1 2 2 2 MG MS

SiO2 32.29 33.14 SiO2 78.36 SiO2 34.40 34.87 35.50
Al2O3 56.17 55.63 Al2O3 16.90 TiO2 0.50 1.09 0.70
FeO 0.05 0.05 FeO – Al2O3 34.70 32.29 34.10
MnO 0.05 0.05 MnO 0.03 FeO 9.90 11.39 7.90
MgO 0.05 0.05 MgO 0.02 MgO 3.80 3.07 5.40
CaO 0.05 0.05 CaO 0.02 CaO 0.30 0.59 0.30
Na2O 0.05 0.05 Li2O 4.89 MnO 0.10 0.10 –
K2O 0.05 0.05 Na2O 0.05 Na2O 1.80 2.08 2.10
F 12.88 13.18 K2O 0.03 K2O 0.05 0.05 0.10
H2Oþ 3.74 3.64 Total 100.30 F 0.50 0.50 0.85

105.38 105.89 H2O* 3.37 3.34 3.26
O#F 5.41 5.54 B2O3* 10.45 10.36 10.63
Total 99.97 100.35 Li2O* 0.11 0.38 0.22
Si 3.934 4.019 Si 7.972 Sum 99.98 100.11 101.06
Al 0.066 – Al 0.028 O#F 0.21 0.21 0.36P

4.00 4.02
P

8.00 Total 99.77 99.90 100.70
Al 7.998 7.951 Al 1.999
Fe2þ 0.005 0.005 Mg 0.003 T Si 5.724 5.848 5.804
Mn 0.005 0.005 Fe2þ – Al 0.276 0.152 0.196
Mg 0.009 0.009 Mn 0.003 B 3.000 3.000 3.000
Ca 0.007 0.006

P
2.01 Z Al 6.000 6.000 6.000

Na 0.012 0.012 Li 2.000 Y Al 0.528 0.231 0.375
K 0.008 0.008 Na 0.010 Ti 0.063 0.137 0.086P

8.04 8.00 Ca 0.002 Mg 0.943 0.768 1.316
F 4.962 5.055 K 0.004 Mn 0.014 0.014 –
OH 3.038 2.945

P
2.02 Fe2þ 1.378 1.598 1.080P

8.00 8.00 Li* 0.074 0.252 0.143P
Y 3.000 3.000 3.000

X Ca 0.053 0.106 0.053
Na 0.581 0.676 0.666
K 0.011 0.011 0.021
& 0.355 0.207 0.260
OH 3.737 3.735 3.560
F 0.263 0.265 0.440

1 – Amblygonite-subtype aplite-pegmatite sills; 2 – lepidolite-subtype aplite-pegmatite sills, MG – metasomatised granite, MS – metaso-
matised micaschist, both at the sill walls. Atomic contents for topaz normalized to 24 oxygen atoms and H2O estimated assuming that FþOH
¼ 8.00. Topaz has a similar composition in all aplite-pegmatite sills. Ion contents of petalite calculated on the basis of 20 oxygen atoms and a
fixed content of 2 lithium atoms. Structural formula of tourmaline calculated on the basis of 31 anions. – Not detected. *– Calculated.
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of G2, G3, amblygonite-subtype and lepidolite-subtype
sills, which do not contain metasomatic effects, represent
residual liquids. The sum of the squares of the residuals
(
P

R2) was always!0.64 (Table 13). The model calculates
the composition of the parent granite magma. Therefore,
all the contents in major elements calculated are nearly
similar for G2, G3, amblygonite-subtype and lepidolite-
subtype sills and also for the determined composition of
parent granite magma (Table 13), indicating that the test is
successful. Furthermore, the anorthite content of plagio-
clase of the cumulate is similar to the highest anorthite
content of plagioclase from G2. The percentages of quartz
and K-feldspar increase and those of plagioclase and bio-
tite decrease in the cumulate versus the decrease in weight
fraction of the remaining melt during fractional crystal-
lization (Table 13, Fig. 14a, b). Granite G3 and amblygo-
nite-subtype and lepidolite-subtype aplite-pegmatite sills
seem to be derived from the granite G2 magma by frac-
tional crystallization of quartz, plagioclase, K-feldspar,
biotite and ilmenite. Granite G2 has (87Sr/86Sr)0 ¼
0.7078 # 0.0005 and d18O ¼ 10.82 # 0.04 %, showing
that is S-type.

A similar test for major elements was applied to find out
if the aplite-pegmatite sills could be related to the G1 and
G4 granites.

P
R2 values range between 1.43 and 13.23,

confirming that the sills are not derived from these gran-
ites, because the

P
R2 must be ,1 for the test to be

accepted.

Table 10. Representative electron-microprobe analyses and formula
of amblygonite from granitic aplite-pegmatite sills from Gonçalo
(Guarda), of central Portugal.

Mineral
Amblygonite

Sill no. 1 2

Al2O3 34.26 34.65
FeO 0.01 0.01
MnO – –
MgO – –
CaO – –
Na2O 0.01 0.01
P2O5 48.88 49.23
F 6.60 6.55

89.76 90.45
O$F 2.77 2.75
Total 86.99 87.70

Al 0.976 0.980
Fe – –
Mn – –
Mg – –
Ca – –
Na 0.001 0.001
Li 0.999 0.999
P 1.000 1.000
F 0.504 0.497
OH 0.496 0.503

1 – Amblygonite-subtype aplite-pegmatite sills; 2 – lepidolite-sub-
type aplite-pegmatite sills. Ion contents of amblygonite normalized
to 1P. Amblygonite has a similar composition in amblygonite-sub-
type and lepidolite-subtype aplite-pegmatite sills. – Not detected.

Table 11. Representative compositions of cassiterite and columbite-tantalite crystals from aplite-pegmatite sills from Gonçalo (Guarda
area), central Portugal.

Cassiterite Columbite-tantalite

1 2 1 2Sills

a b c d e f g h i

Nb2O5 2.09 1.00 2.30 0.58 41.30 61.00 58.80 44.90 19.70
Ta2O5 0.40 0.10 6.90 0.88 37.90 15.70 20.60 36.20 63.50
TiO2 0.10 0.10 – – 2.30 1.00 0.70 0.05 0.70
SnO2 97.21 99.10 90.20 98.41 0.80 0.20 0.80 0.05 0.20
WO3 0.10 – – 0.20 0.10 2.10 1.20 – –
MnO 0.30 0.10 1.00 0.05 8.00 19.00 10.30 18.50 14.80
FeO – – 0.05 – 9.30 1.10 7.50 – 1.00
Total 100.20 100.40 100.45 100.12 99.70 100.10 99.90 99.70 99.90
Nb 0.023 0.011 0.026 0.007 1.228 1.647 1.621 1.336 0.668
Ta 0.003 0.001 0.047 0.006 0.678 0.255 0.342 0.648 1.295
Ti 0.002 0.002 – – 0.114 0.045 0.032 0.002 0.040
Sn 0.961 0.982 0.898 0.981 0.021 0.005 0.019 0.001 0.006
W 0.001 – – 0.001 0.002 0.033 0.019 – –
Mn 0.006 0.002 0.021 0.001 0.446 0.961 0.532 1.032 0.940
Fe – – 0.001 – 0.512 0.055 0.382 – 0.063
Total 0.996 0.998 0.993 0.996 3.001 3.001 2.947 3.019 3.012

Mn/(Mn þ Fe) 0.47 0.95 0.58 1.00 0.94
Ta/(Ta þ Nb) 0.36 0.13 0.17 0.33 0.66

1 – Amblygonite-subtype aplite-pegmatite sills; 2 – lepidolite-subtype aplite-pegmatite. Oxides in wt%. – not detected. Cation formula based
on two and six atoms of oxygen for cassiterite and columbite-tantalite, respectively. Cassiterite: crystals 1 and 2 from amblygonite-subtype
and lepidolite-subtype aplite-pegmatite sills, respectively; a, c – darker; b, d – lighter zone. Columbite-tantalite: e – ferrocolumbite; f, g and h
– manganocolumbite; i – mangano-tantalite.

850 A.M.R. Neiva, J.M.F. Ramos



The trace elements Rb, Sr and Ba were modelled using
the equation for perfect fractional crystallization, the modal
compositions of the cumulate, the weight fractions of the
remaining melt during fractional crystallization, the distri-
bution coefficients given in Table 13 and Rb, Sr and Ba
contents of the sample with the lowest SiO2 of G2. The bulk
distribution of Sr is controlled by plagioclase and Rb and Ba
by K-feldspar and biotite (Table 13). The calculated value of
Rb increases and that of Sr and Ba decreases as the weight
fraction of the remaining melt falls during fractional crystal-
lization from G3 to aplite-pegmatite sills (Fig. 14c, d, Table
13). As the distribution coefficients and the weight fraction
of the remaining melt during fractional crystallization have
large errors, the modelling only shows general trends (Table
13, Fig. 14a–d), which suggest fractional crystallization.
The determined Sr contents of the sills are close to the

calculated values. However, the determined Ba contents of
the sills, tend to be lower than the calculated values and the
determined Rb contents for the amblygonite-subtype and
the lepidolite-subtype sills are approximately two and three
times higher than the respective calculated values (Table 13,
Fig. 14e, f), indicating that this model is not good and
probably also another mechanism took place. Magmatic
fluxes and fluids probably controlled the behaviour of LIL
elements, particularly of Ba and Rb. The aplite-pegmatite
sills caused metasomatism in the host granite G1, showing
that a mobile vapour phase was present in the pegmatite-
forming magma and diffused from the magma into the host
rock, a process which occurs even if the magma is not
vapour-saturated (London, 2008).

The decrease in HREE from G2 to G3 and aplite-peg-
matite sills (Fig. 8) is attributed to zircon fractionation

Fig. 12. Diagrams for cassiterite and columbite-tantalite from granitic aplite-pegmatite sills from Gonçalo (Guarda). (a) Nb vs. Ta of
cassiterite showing that cassiterite with the highest Nb and Ta contents belongs to lepidolite subtype aplite-pegmatite sills; (b) columbite
quadrilateral, showing that most compositions are of manganocolumbite.

Fig. 13. Zoned microlite crystals from granitic aplite-pegmatite sills from Gonçalo (Guarda). (a) Backscattered image of a zoned crystal showing
the core and rim; (b) Ta vs. Nb diagram; (c) U–Sn–(Ca þ Ba þ Na) diagram showing the location of diagram d; (d) U – Sn – (Ca þ Ba þ Na)
diagram for a zoned microlite crystal. Diagrams show that there is a compositional gap between the microlite core and uranmicrolite rim.
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Table 12. Representative analyses and formula of zoned crystals of microlite crystals from lepidolite-subtype aplite-pegmatite sills from
Gonçalo (Guarda area), central Portugal.

Atomic rangesRim Rim

Core Rim

Core

a b c

Core

a b c

WO3 0.30 0.10 0.30 0.20 U4þ 0.001 0.243 0.239 0.217 0–0.002 0.214–0.243
Nb2O5 2.20 15.40 11.90 11.30 Ca2þ 0.922 0.584 0.406 0.618 0.901–0.923 0.387–0.619
Ta2O5 78.90 56.60 61.50 62.60 Ba2þ 0.002 – – – 0 0–0.002
UO2 0.05 12.20 11.90 10.80 Mn2þ – 0.004 – 0.004 0–0.004 0–0.004
CaO 9.70 6.10 4.20 6.40 Sn2þ 0.002 0.021 0.014 0.018 0.002–0.007 0.011–0.021
MnO – 0.05 – 0.05 Naþ 1.066 0.866 0.996 0.717 1.061–1.071 0.717–1.071
SnO 0.04 0.54 0.36 0.45

P
A site 1.993 1.718 1.655 1.574

BaO 0.05 – – – W6þ 0.007 0.002 0.007 0.005 0.003–0.011 0.002–0.012
Na2O 6.20 5.00 5.70 4.10 Nb5þ 0.088 0.622 0.485 0.461 0.077–0.089 0.461–0.622
F 3.70 2.80 1.70 2.00 Ta5þ 1.905 1.376 1.508 1.535 1.905–1.917 1.376–1.535

101.14 98.79 97.56 97.90
P

B site 2.000 2.000 2.000 2.001
O"F 1.55 1.18 0.71 0.84 F# 1.038 0.792 0.483 0.570 0.964–1.063 0.485–0.825
Total 99.59 97.61 96.85 97.06 (OH)# 0.028 0.149 0.716 0.560 0.024–0.126 0.149–0.817

O2- 5.934 6.059 5.801 5.870 5.891–5.934 5.698–6.046P
anion 7.000 7.000 7.000 7.000

Ta/(Ta þ Nb) 0.96 0.69 0.76 0.77 0.96 0.69–0.77
N 4 8

Oxides and F in wt%, – not detected. Formula contents based on (Ta þ Nb þ W) ¼ 2; OH# – calculated as charge-balanced complement toP
anions¼ 7; N – number of analyses.

Table 13. Results of fractional crystallization modellings of granitic rocks from the Guarda-Belmonte area of central Portugal.

Determined Calculated composition of parent magma for

Parent granite G2 Biotite. Aplite-pegmatite sills

muscovite granite G3 1 1 2

SiO2 70.6 70.6 70.7 70.6 70.6
TiO2 0.6 0.6 0.6 0.6 0.6
Al2O3 14.8 14.8 14.8 14.8 14.8
Fe2O3t 3.8 3.8 3.8 3.8 3.8
MgO 0.8 0.9 0.9 0.9 1.0
CaO 1.4 1.3 1.4 1.4 1.3
Na2O 2.8 2.8 2.8 2.8 2.8
K2O 5.2 5.1 5.1 5.1 5.1
Fr 0.523 % 0.107 0.428 % 0.046 0.352 % 0.040 0.343 % 0.085P

R2 0.18 0.42 0.64 0.56

Modal composition of cumulate
Quartz 28.5 % 7.1 30.3 % 2.4 32.8 % 1.5 35.9 % 2.6
Plagioclase 30.7 % 8.2 25.0 % 3.6 17.9 % 3.9 20.8 % 7.6
K-feldspar 17.8 % 6.3 23.6 % 1.9 30.1 % 0.8 22.7 % 3.2
Biotite 22.2 % 1.9 20.2 % 0.7 18.4 % 0.6 19.8 % 0.9
Ilmenite 0.8 % 0.4 0.9 % 0.2 0.8 % 0.2 0.8 % 0.3

Concentration of residual metals
ppm Det Det. Calc. Det. Calc. Det. Calc. Det. Calc.

Rb 257 351 361 1046 414 857 481 1213 476
Sr 92 51 44 26 33 20 25 33 32
Ba 422 172 100 30 57 31 29 16 38

1 – Amblygonite-subtype aplite-pegmatite sill; 2 – lepidolite-subtype aplite-pegmatite sill. Fr – weight fraction of remaining melt during
fractional crystallization.

P
R2 – sum of the squares of the residuals. Det. – determined, Calc. – calculated. The calculated parent magma has

always a similar composition to that determined for the parent granite. Distribution coefficients for plagioclase (Rb 0.06, Sr 4, Ba 0.05 of
Peccerillo et al., 1994); K-feldspar (Rb 0.07 of London, 2005; Sr 5 of Long, 1978; Ba 6 of Peccerillo et al., 1994); biotite (Rb 2, Sr 0.06, Ba 9
of Icenhower & London, 1995).
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(e.g., Mittlefehldt & Miller, 1983) supported by the Zr
trend (Fig. 7), whereas the decreases in MREE and LREE
are respectively explained by the fractionation of apatite
and monazite (e.g., Bea, 1996). The whole rock P, La and
Ce contents (Tables 2, 4) are consistent with monazite
saturation and appropriate modes of the fractionating zir-
con, apatite and monazite make the model feasible.

The aplite-pegmatite sills exhibit increasing fractionation
in the contents of Sn, Li, Rb, Ta and F (Table 2, Fig. 7), mica
compositions (Table 8, Fig. 10) and in the Nb–Ta oxide
mineral assemblage from ferrocolumbite-manganocolum-
bite to manganocolumbite-manganotantalite þ microlite
(Fig. 12b, 13). In the aplite-pegmatite sills F is compatible
in micas and topaz is a primary mineral and a good monitor
of fluorine. The activity of F increased as indicated by the F
contents of aplite-pegmatite sills (Table 2) and the appear-
ance of lepidolite and microlite (Tables 8, 12). The activity
of F was probably relatively high before the emplacement of
the pegmatite melt. Columbite-tantalite compositions (Fig.
12b) indicate that a higher activity of F promotes fractiona-
tion of Mn from Fe (e.g., Černý et al., 1986; Spilde &
Shearer, 1992). Ta-rich phases occur in the most fractionated
assemblages because the addition of Li and F enhances the

solubility of manganotantalite in the melts (Linnen & Cuney,
2005). The solubility of the Sn–Nb–Ta oxides in melt
declines quickly as the temperature falls (e.g., Linnen,
1998) and the pegmatite-forming magmas crystallize at
temperatures well below their equilibrium solidus; the
oxide phases can therefore precipitate from melt as primary
phases (London, 2008). However, magmatic fluids must
have caused an increase in the Rb, Li, F, Sn and Ta contents
of aplite-pegmatite sills, which attained their highest levels
in lepidolite-subtype sills (Table 2, Fig. 7), and also influ-
enced the crystallization of lepidolite, cassiterite and the
Nb–Ta oxide mineral assemblage.

Schorl from lepidolite-subtype aplite-pegatite sills cutting
granite G1 occurs close to the sill walls and has higher Mg
content and Mg/(Mgþ Fe) ratio than schorl from metasoma-
tised granite at the sill walls (Table 9, Fig. 11), suggesting
that schorl from sills resulted from the mixing of magmatic
fluids carrying B, Na and some Fe, but depleted in Mg, with
a meteoric fluid enriched in Fe and Mg that has interacted
with the host granite G1, particularly with biotite. The
higher mobility of Mg compared with Fe is responsible for
the higher Mg content and Mg/(Mg þ Fe) ratio of schorl
from sills than schorl from the metasomatised granite.
Tourmaline is more abundant in metasomatised granite
and micaschist at the sill walls than in the sills. Boron is
highly soluble in the fluid, whereas Mg and Fe will be much
less soluble (Neiva et al., 2007). Magmatic fluids carrying B
migrated towards the country rocks, controlling tourmaline
formation by B, and these rocks provided Fe and Mg. At the
sill walls metasomatic dravite formed in micaschist,
whereas metasomatic schorl occurs in granite because
micaschist is richer in Mg (Ramos, 1998).
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comments of two unknown referees and Prof. F. Nieto Garcia.
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Chèdeville, Massif Central, France. Can. Mineral., 36, 563–583.

Ramos, J.M.F. (1998); Mineralizações de metais raros de Seixo
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Travel back to the hotel: ≈ 141 km, 2h 
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September 14th, morning: STOP 4: Alberto I open-pit 
(Locality 1: Fregeneda-Almendra aplite-pegmatite field) 

 

 
 
Travel from the Hotel to the Alberto I open-pit: 26 km, ! 35min
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Locality 1: Fregeneda-Almendra aplite-pegmatite field 
(Salamanca, Spain) 
 
Stop 1 (12th of September, afternoon) and Stop 4 (14th of 
September, morning) 
 
General Highlights 
-Over two hundreds of aplite-pegmatite dykes, grouped in 11 types 
from barren to highly enriched in Li+F (Fig. 3 and Table 2). 
-Zonal distribution, with a Li+F enrichment northwards (Fig. 3). 
-Main Li-rich minerals: spodumene ± petalite, Li-muscovite & 
lepidolite. 
-The origin of the Li-rich aplite-pegmatites is probably related to the 
extreme fractionation of a late-D3 highly peraluminous granitic melt.   
 
Stop 4 Highlights (Alberto I open pit, 14th of September, 
morning) 
-Feldspars+Li mine from the mid nineties up to now. 
-Spodumene ± petalite-rich (type 8 in Fig. 3 and Table 2), subvertical 
aplite-pegmatites bodies, up to 6 m thick. 
-No internal zoning or layering is observed, just some feldspars and 
Li-aluminosilicates comb crystals, growing perpendicular to the 
contacts wit the country-rock.  
-Overall Li-enrichment of the aplite-pegmatite >1% Li2O. Low F 
contents. 
 
 

 
Stop 4: A) Spodumene prismatic crystals, randomly distributed together with albite ± quartz in one of the 
dykes from Alberto I open pit; and, B) idem with petalite crystals instead of spodumene. 
 

A B 
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Travel to the boat for the trip along the Duero river: ≈ 63 km, 

1h10min 
and later lunch at “El Zebadero” Restaurant 
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