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Abstract
The Rehabilitation in the Community of Persons with a Psychiatric Disability
Law ("Rehabilitation Law") was legislated in the year 2000, in order to facilitate
recovery and social inclusion opportunities, while establishing new community-
based psychiatric rehabilitation services to enhance the quality of life of persons
with psychiatric disabilities. This legislation has resulted in many developments
in the community-based psychiatric rehabilitation system in Israel, with respect
to both the therapeutic and the rehabilitation approaches used. In addition, the
Rehabilitation Law has facilitated changes in the attitudes of mental health
practitioners and those of the general population regarding the chances of
persons with psychiatric disabilities to rehabilitate, recover and integrate in the
community. It is estimated that there are over 80,000 persons with psychiatric
disabilities in Israel. Although they could benefit from community-based
psychiatric rehabilitation services, thus far only about 15% have taken advances
of these services (State Comptroller and Ombudsman, 2007). Hence, there is a
need to broaden the accessibility and availability of community-based services
for persons with psychiatric disabilities and to combat the stigma of mental
illness that prevents them from seeking help and support. Furthermore, there is
a need to better understand how to change the organizational culture so that the
focus of psychiatric rehabilitation practice will be on the person's desires,
choices and personal goals. In light of the mental health recovery paradigm, this
paper describes the processes that led to the legislation and implementation of
the Rehabilitation Law in Israel. 
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äèîòú ôøãéâîú ääçìîä ááøéàåú äðôù áéùøàì:
çå÷ ùé÷åí ðëé ðôù á÷äéìä )0002(

çå÷ ùé÷åí ðëé ðôù á÷äéìä çå÷÷ áùðú 0002 áîèøä ìàôùø åìäàéõ àú ùé÷åîí
åàú ùéìåáí á÷äéìä ùì àðùéí òí îâáìä ôñéëéàèøéú úåê ãâù òì ôéúåç
ùéøåúéí çãùéí, ùéàôùøå ìàåëìåñééä æå òöîàåú úô÷åãéú åàéëåú çééí  áøîä
îøáéú. áò÷áåú ç÷é÷ä åééùåí ùì çå÷ äùé÷åí, çìå úîåøåú øáåú áîòøê
äùéøåúéí áúçåí áøéàåú äðôù, áâéùä äèéôåìéú åäùé÷åîéú ëìôé àåëìåñééä æå
åáòîãåú ùì àðùé äî÷öåò åùì çì÷éí îï äöéáåø áàùø ìàôùøåéåú äùé÷åí,
äùéìåá åääçìîä ùì àðùéí òí îâáìä ôñéëéàèøéú. îðúåðéí ùì äìùëä
äîøëæéú ìñèèéñèé÷ä )7002( òåìä ëé áéùøàì çééí ë-000,08 àéù äîúîåããéí
òí îâáìä ðôùéú. àðùéí àìä éëåìéí ìéäðåú îùéøåúé ùé÷åí á÷äéìä, àê ø÷ %51
îäí òåùéí ùéîåù áùéøåúéí äðéúðéí ëéåí. ëãé ùéåúø àðùéí ééäðå îùéøåúé
äùé÷åí éù ìäøçéá àú äðâéùåú åàú äæîéðåú ùì ùéøåúé äùé÷åí, åáå áæîï ìòñå÷
áäñøú äñèéâîä, äîåðòú îàðùéí ìôðåú ì÷áìú òæøä åúîéëä. ëîå ëï, éù öåøê
ìäéèéá ìäáéï ëéöã àôùø ìùðåú àú äîáðä äàøâåðé åàú äôø÷èé÷ä äùé÷åîéú
ëê ùéúî÷ãå áøöåðåúéå, ááçéøåúéå åáîèøåúéå ùì äàãí äî÷áì àú äùéøåú.
îàîø æä îúàø àú äúäìéëéí ùäáéàå ìééùåí çå÷ ùé÷åí ðëé ðôù á÷äéìä
áéùøàì áàîöòåú àéîåõ ôøãéâîú ääçìîä ááøéàåú äðôù. 

î÷ñ ìëîï, DhP,îøöä áëéø )ãøâä îåöòú(, çåâ ìáøéàåú ðôù ÷äéìúéú,
äô÷åìèä ìîãòé äøååçä åäáøéàåú, àåðéáøñéèú çéôä. îðäì ìùòáø ùì úçåí
ääëùøä, ääãøëä åäèîòú îåãìéí, ùéøåúé äùé÷åí ááøéàåú äðôù, îùøã
äáøéàåú.

àîéø èì, ãå÷èåøðè áçåâ ìáøéàåú ðôù ÷äéìúéú, äô÷åìèä ìîãòé äøååçä
åäáøéàåú, àåðéáøñéèú çéôä. îééñã åîðäì àú òîåúú "áçáøä èåáä - øåàéí
îòáø".

ðòîé äãñ-ìéãåø,DhP, îøöä áëéøä, äçåâ ìøéôåé áòéñå÷, áéú äñôø ìî÷öåòåú
äáøéàåú, àåðéáøñéèú úì àáéá. îðäìú áéú äñôø äàøöé ìùé÷åí, ùéìåá åäçìîä
ááøéàåú äðôù. éå"ø ìùòáø ùì äîåòöä äàøöéú ìùé÷åí ðëé ðôù á÷äéìä.
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