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| ntroduction

| began the monoblogue A ccountability Project in 2008 as the
successor to an earlier effort called the Maryland Accountability
Project. It graded all 188 members of the General Assembly on
whether they voted in what the author considered a conservative
manner or not. Since the creator of the project moved on to other
things | took up the baton, with my first year’s work incorporating
three sessions: the 2007 Regular Session, the 2007 Special Session,
and the 2008 Regular Session. | continued the project for the entire
2007-10 electora term and began anew with the 2011 session.

Over thelast four years | have streamlined the project to some
extent: standardizing the number of bills covered to 22, adding three
committee votes to the mix (to get 25 total votes, making math
easier) and integrating any Specia Sessions into the overall
summary for the year. While the 2007 Specia Session was an
example of one where many key votes were taken, those since have
only featured one or two key votes and could easily be folded into an
overal summary for the year. Seeing that 2014 is an election year,
the chances of a Specia Session are all but nil and | wanted to get
this out before the June 24 primary.

With the primary coming up and many members either retiring or
seeking another office, | have arranged these legidlators into three
fields: those who are retiring, those running for another office, and
those seeking re-election. The last group is arranged by district, in
numerical order.

Since the 2013 version there were four personnel changes. Two State
Senators — Rob Garagiola of District 15 and E.J. Pipkin of District
36 — resigned after the completion of the 2013 session. They were
respectively replaced by Delegates Brian Feldman and Steve
Hershey, creating the need to fill those Delegate vacancies. David
Fraser-Hidalgo was appointed to serve in District 15 and Steven

Arentz took over in District 36. All are seeking full termsin
November but have contested primaries.

The method to my madness

The next portion of the monoblogue Accountability Project explains
why votes are tabulated as they are.

The first few pages will cover the bills1 used for thisyear’s
monoblogue Accountability Project and the rationale for my
determining whether avoteis*“right” or “wrong.” 25 votes from
each body (House of Delegates and Senate) aretallied, with 22 of
them being floor votes and 3 votes coming from the committee on
which alegislator serves. With a perfect possible score of 100 for
getting all 25 votes correct, a correct vote is worth four points and an
incorrect vote is worth none.

| also have a policy where | deduct points for being absent or
ducking avote. Since absences can’'t always be helped, the absentee
isonly docked one point for each. Those who are present and don’t
vote, however, have two points deducted. An absentee listed in the
roll as“excused” receives no deduction — it's scored the same as an
incorrect vote.

On that note, since some committee chairs have a policy of not
voting while the Speaker of the House and Senate President do not
participate in any committee, their lack of avote is considered as
excused and they are not penalized. On the other hand, Delegate
Don Dwyer, who accepted the stripping of his committee assignment
as one punishment for his DWI offense in 2013, was docked as if not
voting for any of the committee votes, for atotal six-point

deduction.

Thereisaso apolicy in the House where a member can change his
or her vote. If amember changes a vote from an incorrect vote to a



correct vote, they get half-credit, or two points. Going the other way
is docked at 1.5 times the value of the vote, or six points.

| consider myself a conservative with libertarian leanings so it's no
surprise that Republicans in the General Assembly generally score
higher than Democrats — although there are afew exceptions.

In this upcoming portion | will go through each of the votes | used,
though it's worth noting the House and Senate occasionally voted on
bills that were crossfiled. An example of crossfiling: in the 2014
session House Bill 359 (or HB359) and Senate Bill 75 (or SB75) are
bills which essentially mirror each other, with one being introduced
for consideration in each body. Thisyear | used the same bills for
each body, although they may be crossfiled versions, and featured
the latest vote — if the House voted on its bill March 25 and the
Senate bill April 2, | scored the bill based on the Senate bill vote.
Thus, there were afew instances where | used a Senate bill vote for
the House tally and vice versa. In most cases | use the last vote for
each bill, which generally is a conference vote, but as| explainin
the bill description | made an exception to the rule this year.

| aso follow up on the current status of each measure.
Unfortunately, most of these will become laws saddling the
Maryland public with more unneeded taxes, fees, and regulations.

Floor votes used for the monoblogue
Accountability Project

HB295: Maryland Minimum Wage Act of 2014 (Speaker, by
request of Administration)

Why I’d vote no: The CBO put out a report recently which suggested
afederal minimum wage increase could idle as many as 1 million
workers. With thousands of Maryland workers already hurting
thanks to ajobless recovery, the time certainly wasn't right for an

increase in the minimum wage. Personally | think the whole concept
should be shelved, allowing the market to dictate wages.

Disposition: HB295 passed the House 87-47 and the Senate 34-13. It
was signed into law by Governor O'Malley May 5.

HB297/SB332: Prekindergarten Expansion Act of 2014
(Speaker/President, by request of Administration)

Why I’ d vote no: Studies have shown that expansion of education to
children below the age of 5, generally done as part of a Head Start
program, provides little benefit beyond the early grades. To me, this
bill simply triesto insert more government control into a period of a
child's life where he or sheis better served with parents—if day care
isneeded, it should bein alessformal setting.

Disposition: SB332 passed the House 103-35 and HB297 passed the
Senate 44-1. Only SB332 was signed by Governor O’ Malley April 8.

HB354: Baltimore City — Al DS Prevention Sterile Needle and
Syringe Exchange Program (Delegate Anderson)

Why I’ d vote no: Wouldn't this be better served under private
auspices? | realizeit's not a large state expenditure — about $250,000
ayear — but this was supposed to be a temporary pilot program
twenty years ago. So much for temporary, and the problem isn't
being solved.

Disposition: HB354 passed the House 84-51 and the Senate 41-6,
and received the signature of Governor O’ Malley May 5.

HB359/SB75: Alcoholic Beverages — Maximum Alcohol Content
(Delegate Barkley/Senator Madaleno)

Why I’ d vote no: Because it's none of the government's damn
business how much alcohol isin a beverage. We got rid of



Prohibition eighty years ago. Funny, thisis the same bunch that
decriminalized marijuana, too — see SB364 below.

Disposition: HB359 passed the Senate 39-8 while SB75 passed the
House 91-43. Both were signed by Governor O’ Malley May 5.

HB386/SB390: Criminal Law — Illegal Dumping and Litter
Control Law — Driver's License — Points (Delegate
Anderson/Baltimore City Senators)

Why I'd vote no: | fail to see why one should get points on their
driver'slicense for anon-driving infraction, as this would. The real
scary thing isthat the initial iteration of thislaw madeit an eight-
point offense comparable to aDWI.

Disposition: HB386 passed the Senate 39-8 and SB390 passed the
House 121-17. Only SB390 was signed by Governor O’ Maley May
15.

HB553: Housing — Energy-Efficient Homes Construction Loan
Program (Chair, Environmental Matters Committee by request of
Department of Housing and Community Devel opment)

Why I’ d vote no: Another subsidy boondoggle. If someone wants to
build an energy-efficient home private lenders should be al over it.
Instead, the state has already appropriated $3 million to thisidea.

Disposition: In a departure from the norm, | used the initial HB553
third reading vote (108-26) to score the hill, but it finally passed the
House 131-3 and the Senate 43-4. It was signed by Governor
O'Malley May 5.

HB579: Commissioner of Labor and Industry — Authority —
Enforcement of Local Minimum Wage Laws (Delegate Kramer)

Why I’ d vote no: The state sticks its nose into local business by

allowing itself to enforce loca laws. It's not their call —we really
would prefer they butt out, not that | much like the minimum wage
anyway (as | noted above.)

Disposition: HB579 passed the House 94-43 and Senate 35-12, and
has met with the approval of Governor O'Malley on May 5.

HB621/SB700: Registration of Pesticides— Fee Increase —
Disposition of Fees (Delegate Lafferty/Senator Manno)

Why I'd vote no: An extra $10 fee which goes to reporting pesticide
use in the state? Why can't it be done without the extra fee? Just
another $130,000 or so taken from businesses in Maryland, and once
the reporting is done the fee will stay.

Disposition: HB621 passed the Senate 41-6 and SB700 passed the
House 102-33. Both were signed by Governor O'Malley May 15.

HB727/SB232: Procurement — Prevailing Wage — Applicability
(Delegate Olszewski/Senator Stone)

Why I’ d vote no: It's a simple change which lowers the applicable
percentage of state funding of school construction from 50% to 25%,
departing from the otherwise standard state ratio of 50%. While the
fiscal note argues this will add between 2% and 5% to the cost of
newly-affected projects, other studies suggest a 10% increase. Either
way, it's more money from local pockets for no real increase in
construction quality.

Disposition: HB727 passed the Senate 32-15 while SB232 passed
the House 92-43. Both got the signature of Governor O'Malley on
May 5.

HB739: Maryland Estate Tax — Unified Credit (Speaker)

Why I'd vote yes: Yes! For once ahill | could support, even though



it'safar more incremental step than | would prefer because it doesn't
wipe out the estate tax entirely, nor does it move very quickly since
it doesn't take full effect until 2019. It did reveal, however, just
which denizens of the Left feel most strongly that all money isthe
government's and you're just granted temporary use while you're
aive.

Disposition: HB739 passed the House 119-14 and Senate 36-10.

Governor O'Malley wasin no hurry to sign this tax relief and break a

long streak of increases, but finally put pen to paper May 15.

HB834: Environment —Water Pollution Control — Penalty
(Delegate Frush)

Why I’d vote no: | don't think raising the penalty is appropriate,
particularly the maximum.

Disposition: HB834 passed the House 101-33 and Senate 45-2, with
Governor O'Malley signing it April 8.

HB861: Agriculture — Easements — Renewable Energy Generation
Facilities (Delegate Fraser-Hidalgo)

Why I’ d vote no: The idea behind the agricultural easement isto
preserve farmland for agricultural use. So if we're going to develop
land in this way, doesn't it defeat the purpose?

Disposition: HB861 passed the House 111-23 and Senate 45-1, but
its companion bill SB295 was the one signed into law by Governor
O'Malley on May 5.

HB1164: Maryland College and Car eer-Ready Standards and
Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and Careers
(PARCC) I mplementation Review Workgroup (Delegate Luedtke)

Why I’ d vote no: Yes men appointed by the governor to apply

standards being forced on usin the quest for more federal money. If
Maryland wants to maintain their so-called number one national
status in education, they would run, not walk, away from Common
Core—which, by the way, was in the title of the bill until they
changed it to “Maryland College and Career-Ready” standards.
Same thing, with a name giving this turkey a better connotation.

Disposition: The conference committee version of HB1164 passed
the House 137-0 and the Senate 46-1. But the original Third Reader
version vote | used was 127-8 in the House, and the same 46-1
Senate vote. Governor O'Malley signed it April 14 so hisyes men
can get appointed.

HB1181: Fairnessin Negotiations Act and the Public School
Labor Relations Board — Sunset Repeal and Reporting
Requirements (Delegate Hixson)

Why I'd vote no: The origina bill should have never seen the light of
day, and it was one | graded in 2010 (HB243/SB590). It was
supposed to sunset in 2015 but this bill makes the PSLRB
permanent. More hacks appointed by the governor, which will
probably be revamped again should a Republican win election.

Disposition: HB1181 passed the House 98-39 and Senate 38-8, and
unsurprisingly signed into law by Governor O’ Malley May 5.

HB1349: Public Safety Diversity Act of 2014 (Delegate Braveboy)

Why I'd vote no: As originally written, the intent was to have all
promotional and disciplinary decisions made by a board which was
“racially and gender diverse,” but the bill was watered down to
simply encourage recruitment through channels catering to
“underrepresented communities.” How about just seeking the best
peopl e regardless?

Disposition: HB1349 passed the House 111-24 and the Senate 40-6



before being signed into law by Governor O’ Malley April 14.

SB96: Health Insurance — Conformity With and | mplementation
of the Federal Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (Chair,
Finance Committee, by request of Department of Insurance
Administration)

Why I'd vote no: The last thing we really need isto conform with
Obamacare, since that seemsto exist in an arbitrary and capricious
manner depending on what side of the bed Barack Obama wakes up
on (and his polling numbers combined with the Democrats' election
prospects that day.) There was nothing wrong with the old system,
but we've gone and scrapped it.

Disposition: SB96 passed the Senate 38-7 and the House 95-41
before being signed by Governor O’ Malley April 14. I'm surprised it
took that long.

SB134: Maryland Health Insurance Program — Access for Bridge-
Eligible Individuals (President, by request of Administration)

Why I’ d vote no: Otherwise known as the cover Anthony Brown's
butt bill. The state screws up its insurance exchange, and in essence
hands a blank check to those who will claim they tried but failed to
get insurance through the exchange. Think any questions will be
asked? The wild guess by the state is that the cost will be up to $12
million, but when are they ever right on something like this?

Disposition: SB134, an emergency bill, passed the Senate 34-7 and
House 94-42. The ink was barely dry before Governor O'Malley
signed it as the first Chapter of new law January 30.

SB170: Budget Bill (Fiscal Year 2015) (President, by request of
Administration)

Why I'd vote no: As has regularly been the case over the last severa

years, the Republicans put out a much more fiscaly responsible
aternative.

Disposition: SB170 passed the Senate 40-7 and House 98-37. By the
Maryland Constitution it becomes law without the need for the
Governor's signature approval.

SB171: Creation of a State Debt — Maryland Consolidated Capital
Bond Loan of 2014, and the Maryland Consolidated Capital Bond
Loans of 2005, 2006, 2007, 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012, and
2013 (President, by request of Administration)

Why I'd vote no: It would really be niceif we would pay our billsin
cash instead of adding $1.18 billion more in bonding debt. Sure,
there are several worthwhile projects within but are they worth
indenturing our children and eventually raising our property taxesto
pay al this off?

Disposition: SB171 passed the Senate 44-3 and the House 99-35,
and got the blessing of Governor O'Malley May 15.

SB172: Budget Reconciliation and Financing Act of 2014
(President, by request of Administration)

Why I'd vote no: Instead of passing budgets we can live with in the
first place, we annually figure out how to make things balance by
shifting funds and raiding from the future that which is needed now.
Of course, next year we'll have to do this all over again to fix those
holes, with the prospect of tax increases if a certain governor is
elected.

Disposition: SB172 passed the Senate 41-6 and the House 97-38. It
was signed by Governor O'Malley May 15.



SB212: Fairnessfor All Marylanders Act of 2014 (Senator
Madaleno)

Why I'd vote no: Thiswas amisnamed bill —it's more about
providing specia treatment for one tiny group of people at the
expense of therest of us. Perhaps the most egregious aspect of it —
and how it got to be known as the “bathroom bill” - was the part
where transgender people could use the bathroom of their choice
depending on their mood that day. Granted, most would be fairly
cool about it (or use family restrooms where available for maximum
privacy) but there's too much prospect for people to take advantage
for nefarious reasons.

Disposition: SB212 passed in the Senate 32-15 and the House 82-57
and it took until May 15 for Governor O'Malley to signit. A
referendum effort for repea is being made; however, the bill was not
tailored to take effect after a vote like the gay marriage bill was two
years ago.

SB364: Criminal Law — Possession of Marijuana — Civil Offense
(Senator Zirkin)

Why I'd vote yes: Thisis arare instance where | stand against the
majority of Republicansin the General Assembly. Simply put, | don't
think it's the largest problem society facesif someoneisin
possession of a small amount of marijuana. In fact, depending on
how laws in other states pan out, | think we should go farther.

To me, though. it was utter hypocrisy that we passed this law yet
banned 190-proof acohol (see HB359/SB75 above.)

Disposition: SB364 passed the Senate 34-8 and the House 78-55
before being signed by Governor O'Malley April 14.

House Committee votes used for the
monoblogue Accountability Project

Note: Unless otherwise noted, all of these bills failed to advance
out of committee. A “favorable’” motion isfor the bill to proceed,
while an “unfavorable’” motion isto stop consideration.

HB50: Stormwater Management — Water shed Protection and
Restoration Program — Repeal (Delegate Norman)

Committee: Environmental Matters
Motion: Favorable.

Why I'd vote yes: It's abill which should have never been passed in
the first place because it established the “rain tax.”

HB74: State Development Plan — Repeal (Delegate Smigiel)
Committee: Environmental Matters

Motion: Favorable.

Why I'd vote yes: Counties should be able to guide their own
devel opment, not be dictated to by Annapolis. This bill was

introduced in 2013 as well, with asimilar result.

HB218: State Personnel — Collective Bargaining — Service Fee
Exemption — Charity Selection Period (Delegate McDermott)

Committee: Appropriations
Motion: Unfavorable.

Why I’ d vote no: It made sense to me that an employee should have



alittle time to ponder his choice of charitable organization to give
his or her would-be service fee to, given that its atoll extracted from
hard-working Marylanders who have the misfortune of belonging to
an avocation falling under the auspices of Big Labor.

HB374: Labor and Employment — Training Wage for New
Employees — Establishment and Payment (Delegate M cConkey)

Committee: Economic Matters

Motion: Unfavorable.

Why I'd vote no: It would be a step in the right direction to alow the
market to determine wages. A training wage seems appropriate for a

first-time job holder.

HB435: Labor and Employment — Labor Organizations — Right to
Work (Delegate W. Miller)

Committee: Economic Matters

Motion: Unfavorable.

Why I'd vote no: | wouldn't just vote no, 1'd vote “hell no!”
Maryland should join the truly progressive ranks of states which
allow worker freedom.

HB510: Sustainable Communities Tax Credit Program —
Extension and Alteration (Chair, Ways and Means Committee, by
request of Department of Planning)

Committee: Ways and Means

Motion: Favorable.

Why I’ d vote no: It's mainly because of the appropriation, although

some of the changesin the law to target the credit bother me as well.

Disposition: This bill passed the House 111-20 and Senate 46-0, and
will likely be signed into law by Governor O'Malley. Look for tax
breaks to cronies for the next three years.

HB551: Vehicle Laws — Speed Monitoring and Work Zone Speed
Control Systems— Repeal (Delegate Smigiel)

Committee: Environmental Matters
Motion: Favorable.

Why I’ d vote yes. Because speed cameras are not only (as| seeit) a
violation of my Sixth Amendment rights because | cannot face my
accuser, they are simply about raping the taxpayer. If local
jurisdictions were really concerned about safety they would staff a
traffic officer at each school because that approach would catch
many truly reckless drivers — but not nearly as much money.

HB774: Alcoholic Beverages — Micro-Breweries— Annual
Production Limit (Delegate Haddaway-Riccio)

Committee: Economic Matters
Motion: Unfavorable.

Why I'd vote no: At therisk of being alittle self-serving (since | am
a beer drinker and happen to like craft brews) the idea behind this
law wasto assist alocal businessin its growth plan. (Several
sponsors represent Wicomico County.) Yet it would have allowed
any other brewery in asimilar situation to expand operations. My
guess isthat the liquor lobby and standard beer distributors lobbied
hard on this one.



HB785: Drones — Unauthorized Surveillance (Delegate George)
Committee: Judiciary

Motion: Unfavorable.

Why I'd vote no: | read this as common-sense civil liberties
protection. In an erawhere drones can be judge, jury, and

executioner thisis necessary legislation.

HB841: State Board of Professional Counselors and Therapists

and State Board of Social Work Examiners— Grounds for Denying

Licenses and Certificates (Delegate Smigiel)

Committee: Health and Government Operations

Motion: Favorable

Why I'd vote yes: Whileit isamost duplicative of current law, this
measure would have extended safeguards to include sex offenders

and those who have issues in other states.

HB1011: Maryland Liberty Preservation Act of 2014 (Delegate
Dwyer)

Committee: Health and Government Operations

Motion: Favorable.

Why I’ d vote yes. Prohibits the state from assisting in detention of
those who run afoul of the National Defense Authorization Act,
which isripefor abuse.

HB1074: Fourth Amendment Protection Act (Delegate Smigiel)

Committee: Judiciary

Motion: Unfavorable.

Why I'd vote no: It sends a message to the government regarding
warrantless snooping of electronic records, working loosely in
tandem with HB1011.

HB1162: Statewide | nformation Technology Master Plan —
Security Policy (Delegate Hough)

Committee: Health and Government Operations

Motion: Favorable.

Why I’ d vote yes: It's a common-sense safeguard against embedded
security threats in information technology equipment and software.
You would think this would be a no-brainer, right? Think again.
HB1181: Fairnessin Negotiations Act and the Public School
Labor Relations Board — Sunset Repeal and Reporting
Requirements (Delegate Hixson)

Committee: Ways and Means

Motion: Favorable.

Why I’ d vote no: My reasoning is above, as this was also a House
vote | used. There were very few contested votes in this committee

s0 | was forced to use it twice.

HB1185: Criminal Law — Crimes Against Property — Right to
Defend Property (Delegate Parrott)

Committee: Judiciary

Motion: Unfavorable.



Why I'd vote no: As the proposed law was written, it strengthened
current protection for those who were defending themselves against
aperceived threat based on an unlawful entry, eliminating a“duty to
retreat.” It should have passed easily.

HB1203: Institutions of Higher Education — Open Housing
Policies — Prohibited (Delegate Parrott)

Committee: Appropriations
Motion: Unfavorable.

Why I'd vote no: I'll grant that it's been thirty years since | went to
college, and we thought then we were bohemian to live in a co-ed
dorm with women on the floor above at atime when most dorms on
my campus were single-sex. Surely college housing has changed in
that time, and it's somewhat |eaning toward a nanny state issue, but
if couples of opposite genders really want to live together there are
ampl e off-campus housing opportunities available.

HB1340: Education — Calculation of State Appropriation —
Information Transparency in Budget Books (Delegate McMillan)

Committee: Appropriations

Motion: Unfavorable.

Why I’ d vote no: Why shouldn't this information be commonly
provided? |'s there something to hide in the way certain counties may

be making out like bandits while others get hosed?.

HB1442: Maryland Transit Authority — Free Ridership for State
Employees (Del egate Oaks)

Committee: Ways and Means

Motion: Favorable.

Why I'd vote no: They should pay the freight like the rest of us.
Something | learned in researching this bill is that Executive Branch
employees dready have this perk —the bill would extend it to
Legidative and Judicia Branch employees.

Disposition: Thishill passed out of committee and cleared the full

House by a 92-42 vote, but no Senate action was taken. Speaking of
the Senate...

Senate Committee votes used for the
monoblogue Accountability Project

Asidefrom SB232, all of the other billsfailed to advance out of
committee. Again, a “favorable” motion isfor the bill to proceed,
while an “ unfavorable” motion isto stop consideration.

SB80: All-Terrain Vehicles — Protective Equipment (Senator
Benson)

Committee: Judicial Proceedings

Motion: Unfavorable.

Why I'd vote yes: The nanny state was thwarted on this one.
Essentially it would be ahelmet law for ATV's, a case where it

should be up to the operator.

SB82: Vehicle Laws — Prohibition Against Smoking in Vehicle
Containing Young Child (Senator Forehand)

Committee: Judicial Proceedings

Motion: Favorable.



Why I'd vote no: | think | have used this vote before for asimilar
bill, as Senator Forehand introduced this proposal four yearsin a
row. Scary thing isthat it only lost by one vote this time. Regardless,
it's an unnecessary intrusion into personal affairs.

SB151: Administrative Procedure Act — Fiscal Impact Statements
for Proposed Regulations (Senator Colburn)

Committee: Education, Health, and Environmental Affairs
Motion: Unfavorable.

Why I’ d vote no: Thiswould have expanded the scope of existing
law to mandate impact statements for all regulations, not just

emergency ones. If it lows down new regulation, I'm all for it.

SB176: Income Tax Credit —Agricultural Land — Diminution in
Value of Real Property (Senator Glassman)

Committee: Budget and Taxation

Motion: Unfavorable.

Why I'd vote no: While the bill isalittle complicated, theideais
valid. Those who own agricultural land and get hosed by the state
viaeither aTier Map or nutrient management plans should get some
sort of return for their trouble, sinceit's likely their land loses value
due to these regul ations.

SB232: Procurement — Prevailing Wage — Applicability (Senator
Stone)

Committee: Finance

Motion: Favorable with Amendment.

Why I’ d vote no: One committee vote the other way could have
killed this bill. It'sabill | used as aregular vote, but thanks to alack
of Finance votes this did double duty.

Disposition: SB232 passed the Senate 32-15 and House 92-43, and
got the signature of Governor O'Malley on May 5. Again, just one
changed vote would have killed this. Elections matter, people.

SB271: Income Tax Credit — Home I nstruction Expenses (Senator
Jacobs)

Committee: Budget and Taxation
Motion: Unfavorable.

Why I'd vote no: Since we can't get the proper disposition of money
following the child in this state, this bill would have been a small
step in the right direction for those parents who choose to
homeschool. The state could do without $25 million.

SB317: Income Tax — Subtraction Modification — Stormwater
Remediation Fee (Rain Tax) (Senator Simonaire)

Committee: Budget and Taxation
Motion: Unfavorable.

Why I’ d vote no: The principle of thiswas similar to that of SB176 —
if you arefinancially injured by a state mandate, thisis away to be
made whole. It would have meant a small loss of revenue for those
counties affected and the state, but more money in the pockets of
property owners.



SB410: Tanning Devices— Use By Minors— Prohibition (Senator
Raskin)

Committee: Finance

Motion: Unfavorable.

Why I’ d vote yes. The nanny state again reared its ugly head with
this bill, which probably never should have seen the light of day. The
same people who wouldn't bat an eye at a pregnant minor exercising

her right to “choice” voted for this—yet it only failed by one vote.

SB421: General Assembly — Housing Allowance — Restriction on
Use (Senator Kittleman)

Committee: Education, Health, and Environmental Affairs
Motion: Unfavorable.

Why I’ d vote no: To me, this only makes sense — those who can
commute with relative ease shouldn't need a housing allowance.
There was an exemption placed on the last two weeks of session,

which was more than fair.

SB464: Stormwater Management — Water shed Protection and
Restoration Program — Repeal (Senator Jennings)

Committee: Education, Health, and Environmental Affairs
Motion: Unfavorable

Why I'd vote no: The “rain tax” should have never seen the light of
day, and this would have repealed it.

SB773. Automated Motor Vehicles—Titling, Registration, and
Rules of the Road (Senator Ferguson)

Committee: Judicial Proceedings
Motion: Unfavorable.

Why I'd vote yes: As| read this, no one would be allowed to “drive”
an automated vehicle unless it was registered in a certain way with
the state. To me, it should be treated as any other vehicle.

SB1068: Procurement — Prevailing Wage — School Construction
(Senator Brinkley)

Committee: Finance
Motion: Favorable.

Why I'd vote yes: Instead of a bill like SB232 above, which lowers
the threshold for prevailing wage, this bill would have increased it.
I'd prefer to scrap it atogether, but this bill was a start.

L egidative Accolades and Admonishments

Each year | give out a series of awards and admonishments to
deserving members of the Maryland General Assembly based on
their voting records. The list of this year’s winners will be enhanced
by alist of prior winners, with those in bold being active members
of the Maryland General Assembly who are seeking another term.

D. Page EImore RINO Huntee Award
Page was a nice guy but sided far too often with the Democratsin

his last four years in the House of Delegates. After EImore received
this admonishment four straight years, | decided to name the award



after him because | often thought of him as someone who tried to
blur the distinction between parties.

This year we have anew “champion,” and the bad part isthat he'sa
shoo-in for another term because he was unopposed in the primary.
The Democrats must be pleased with him because he voted with
them more often than the GOP, so they put up no opposition either.
The Republican with (by far) the lowest rating, who bent over
backward to party with the other party, is Senator Geor ge Edwar ds.

It should be noted that retiring Delegate Bill Frank has alower total
score, but that is due to absences deducting from histotal. Out of 11
votes where Frank was present, he got 8 correct.

Previous “winners’: D. Page Elmore (2007-10), Robert Costa (2011-
13)

Top (Blue) Dog Award

This award is given to the Democrat who ranks the highest in my
ratings, showing signs that there is a small but rarely-seen centrist
element to the Maryland Democratic Party. It's the way the aide
should be crossed.

Returning to the podium after a six-year absence, Delegate Kevin
Kelly isthe only previous winner to seek another term. He and
RINO Huntee George Edwards share the same district.

Previous winners. John Wood, Jr. (2007, 2009-13), Joseph Minnick
(2008), Kevin Kely (2007-08)

Legislative All-Stars
Each year | give this award to those legislators who either rank atop

their legidative body and/or score above 90 on the ratings. If
winners have won before, previous years are noted in parentheses.

Sadly, | have only two this year — and for one, this is her swan song.

The 2014 winners are Senator Nancy Jacobs (2011) and Delegate
Michad Smigiel (2012). Jacobs is retiring after this term.

Previous winners still serving: Senators Joe Getty (2011), Stephen
Hershey (2012, as a Delegate), and Christopher Shank (2008, 2011)
aswell as Delegates Kathy Afzali (2012), Gail Bates (2011), John
Cluster (2012), Don Dwyer (2009), Mark Fisher (2013), Glen Glass
(2012), Jay Jacobs (2013), Susan Krebs (2013), Susan McComas
(2013), Tony McConkey (2012), Pat McDonough (2009), Warren
Miller (2009, 2011-13), Tony O'Donnell (2007, 2009, 2013), Charles
Otto (2012-13), Neil Parrott (2013), Justin Ready (2013), Kelly
Schulz (2012), and Kathy Szeliga (2012).

Previous winners from thus term who are retiring (or retired):
Senator E. J. Pipkin (2013) and Delegates Bill Frank (2012), and
Nancy Stocksdale (2013).

And finally...the Legidlator of the Year

Believeit or not, in the seven previous years | have done the

monoblogue Accountability Project | have never had a repeat
winner. But this year finds my first one, and the good news is that
he's running for re-election. With the top score of 94 points, my 2014
Legidator of the Year is Delegate Joseph Boteler 111. He previously
won the award back in 2009 and thus becomes my first two-time
winner.

Hejoinsaroster of previous winners which includes now-
Congressman Andy Harris (2007), Anthony O’ Donnell (2008), Don
Dwyer (2010), Michad Hough (2011), Edward Reilly (2012), and
Wayne Nor man (2013).



Conclusion

| can repeat what | said in 2013: to be perfectly honest, thisyear's
General Assembly session was a disaster.

But my complaints about an underperforming General Assembly
from 2013 were even louder this year. For the second year in arow,
it was so bad in the Senate that | was forced to use a unanimous vote
because it was on a budget bill | feel isimportant to include each
year, showing why I'm again forced to call them the “ gutless
Senate.” Too many bills had meaningful minorities in the House
only to see them sweep through the Senate.

And again | was plagued by alack of good committee votesin
certain places. It'sreally hard to find good bills from the financial
and appropriations end. That's why | had to count a couple votes
twice for certain committee members.

Overadl, thiswas aterrible year. Out of 55 Republican members of
the General Assembly, only 13 exceeded their overall career scores,
while 36 fell short and 6 were even. It'swhy | had just two
Legidative All-Stars after getting so many last year. Too many got
wobbly as the el ection drew near.

We all know thisisthe end of the 2011-14 term, and a lot of
members have chosen not to return. In the Senate there are five who
areretiring and three seeking other office. (Verna Jones-Rodwell
announced her retirement last month but is still on the balot.) The
House has 18 retirements and 25 trying for another office, with 13
among the 25 trying for a Senate seat. So the potential is already
there for mass turnover, not counting the upsets sure to come.

This is the time for which the monoblogue Accountability Project is
meant. This all started because | wanted to prove there was more
than a dime's worth of difference between parties and between

individual officeholders. So let's take alook at some individual races
toillustrate the possible effects.

In Senate District 4, incumbent Senator David Brinkley is
chalenged by Delegate Michagl Hough in the GOP primary. In
terms of lifetime score, Hough has a 15-point bulge, 87-72. It's even
more pronounced this year as Hough trounced Brinkley 84-56. Out
of 25 votes, there were seven which potentially could have been
changed in the correct direction with Hough in the Senate.

On the other hand, differences can be dight. In Senate District 37,
the choice between Delegate Addie Eckardt and incumbent Senator
Richard Colburn could be personality — Colburn has a dight 70-69
edge in lifetime score but Eckardt had a better 2014 at 54-52.

But the biggest potential for good comes in those contests where a
strong conservative Republican meets aliberal Democrat. Take
Senate District 38 for example: the incumbent Senator Jim Mathias
talks agood game, but his voting record is dismal: a 2014 score of
19 points dragged his career total down to 28.

On the other hand, Delegate Michael McDermott, who boasts a 2014
score of 80 and an even better career score of 85, could become the
Senator from District 38 and improve its representation dramatically.
In the two seats Republicans lost in 2010 — Mathias winning in one,
and Ronald Young beating Alex Mooney in the other — the scores
went down from 72 from the retiring Lowell Stoltzfusin District 38
and 88 from Mooney to 28 for Mathias and a pathetic 7 for Ronald
Young. We as conservatives need to reverse that trend.

Accountability charts for both the House and Senate begin on the
next page. Thisyear isan “al hands on deck” year for conservatives
— let the other side sit at home thistime.

Michadl Swartz
May, 2014
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Retiring Delegates

Sam Arora

Elizabeth Bobo

Emmett Burns, Jr.
Rudolph Cane

Galen Claggett
Robert Costa

Steven DeBoy, Sr.

William Frank
Nina Harper

Patrick Hogan

James Hubbard
Mary Ann Love

James Malone. Jr.
Brian McHale

Joseph Minnick
Donna Stifler

Nancy Stocksdale
John Wood, Jr.

Ofc

For other office
Gail Bates
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Aisha Braveboy

Jon Cardin

Adelaide Eckardt
Ron George

Melony Griffith

Guy Guzzone

J. Haddaway-Riccio
Michael Hough

Tom Hucker
Jolene lvey

Mary-Dulany James

Wade Kach
Susan Lee

Michael McDermott
Heather Mizeur

Peter Murphy

Committees and votes:

Copyright 2014 Michael Swartz -APP — (1) HB218, (2) HB1203, (3) HB1340

HGO — (1) HB841, (2) HB1011, (3) HB1162

JUD — (1) HB785, (2) HB1074, (3) HB1185
W&M — (1) HB510, (2) HB1181, (3) HB1442

ECO — (1) HB374, (2) HB435, (3) HB774
ENV — (1) HB50, (2) HB74, (3) HB551
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For other office

LeRoy Myers, Jr.
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Doyle Niemann

Wayne Norman

John Olszewski, Jr.

Steven Schuh

Luiz Simmons

Veronica Turner

Re-elect by district

Wendell Beitzel
Kevin Kelly

Neil Parrott

Andrew Serafini

John Donoghue
Kathy Afzali

Kelly Schulz

Donald Elliott
Susan Krebs

Justin Ready

Michael Weir, Jr.
Rick Impallaria

Pat McDonough
Kathy Szeliga
Eric Bromwell

John Cluster, Jr.
Warren Miller

Adrienne Jones
Dan Morhaim
Dana Stein

Shane Pendergrass

Frank Turner
Anne Kaiser
Eric Luedtke

Craig Zucker

Kathleen Dumais

David Fraser-Hidalgo

Committees and votes:

Copyright 2014 Michael Swartz
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ECO — (1) HB374, (2) HB435, (3) HB774
ENV — (1) HB50, (2) HB74, (3) HB551

P APP — (1) HB218, (2) HB1203, (3) HB1340
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