
Faulkner Cemetery 

Pangburn, Arkansas 

 

Photo by Leroy Blair  

This Cemetery is also known as:  Forterner Cemetery. 

GPS Location:  606046 -3921712 

Arkansas Archeological Survey site #:   3WH0687 

Number of Marked Graves: About 15 

Number of Unmarked Graves:  Unknown 

The last complete survey of this cemetery was:  December 2004 By Leroy Blair. 

There has been Obituaries that were printed in the newspaper posted since the last survey was made. 

Current status of cemetery: Simi active 

Point of contact for cemetery.  No known contact person. 



This cemetery was originally listed for the White County Historical Society on January 1, 1963, by James Snowden and Cloie 

Presley.  It was updated August 18, 2000, by Society member Leroy Blair who found six grave sites that were not on the original 

list.  He returned in December 2004 and double-checked the information below with what he saw on the tombstones.  After his first 

visit, Blair reported,  "I found 26 graves marked with rocks or concrete slabs with nothing printed on them.  This cemetery is 

located at the northeast end of Pangburn.  To reach it, take Highway 124 one-half mile to Howell Road and turn left (north); go a 

half-mile on this dirt road.  The cemetery is back in a pasture field but is fenced in and is fairly clean." 

William David “Dee” Faulkner, a local Methodist minister who owned a farm adjoining this cemetery, was buried here in 1887, when 

the cemetery apparently was started and named.  His widow, one son and a grandson were also buried here. 

According to a family history donated to the Searcy Public Library by Dee’s great-grandson, James H. Faulkner of Little Rock, 

William David was one of the first settlers in the Pangburn area in the early 1850s.  Dee was 25 when he married Eliza Jane Floyd, 

16, in 1853 and began a family that would include 14 children.  The 1860 census showed that he had real estate valued at $2,500 

and a personal estate valued at $1,000.  He homesteaded 267 acres of river bottomland.  He died at 58 of a heart attack while 

working alone in his cornfield near the Little Red River. 

The family name has been recorded as Folkner and Fortner as well as Faulkner.  The 1860 census recorded the name as Fortner.   

An 1870 tax receipt spelled William’s last name Faulkner.   On the other hand, the name William D.Folkner was written by a relative 

on the back of the photograph of Dee shown above.  

 Also, Dee and Eliza’s son John Wesley signed his marriage license J.W. Folkner when he married Della Ester Morris of Tyler in 

1901.  And he received a Methodist minister’s license in the same Folkner name eight years later.   John and Della lived near here 

during the first years of their marriage.  They both taught at a school across from the Henderson Cemetery.  An early Pangburn 

resident, Leon Van Patten, recalled, “My grandmother babysat for Mrs. Della Faulkner.  She kept a horse at school so that she 

could come back home to let the baby nurse at noon and recess.”  John and Della later built a large home in downtown Pangburn 

and moved there.   John Wesley Faulkner was only 38 years old when he died and was buried in Faulkner Cemetery.   John and 

Della’s infant son Orville was also buried here. 

In January 2006, Della’s daughter Mildred Moody Crook, 89, of Searcy told the White County Historical Society that John W. and 

Orville were buried in Faulkner Cemetery and moved to Henderson Cemetery many years later.   Mrs. Crook, who said her mother 

had told her this story, did not know the year that the graves were moved. There is no date on Orville’s headstone, which suggests 

it was placed by someone other than Della, who died in 1979.   John Wesley and Della had four children together.  After his death 

she married Ellis Moody of Pangburn and they had one daughter, Mildred.  The marriage didn’t last and Della reclaimed the 

“Faulkner” name. 

 The printed Faulkner history in the Searcy Library shows that J.W. Faulkner had a twin brother named Jake.  He may also be 

buried in an unmarked grave in Faulkner Cemetery.  He was only 13 when he died just months after his father’s death. 



In November 2005, James Burke of Toronto, Canada, contacted the White County Historical Society after visiting the Faulkner 

Cemetery site on the Internet.  He stated that his family records confirm that William D. Faulkner, who was his great-great-

grandfather, is buried here, also Dee’s wife Eliza and their granddaughter Minnie Euphenia Anderson.  Burke said that Minnie is his 

grandmother, the daughter of Dee and Eliza’s daughter Virginia, who married Branson “Bran” Humbard, grandfather of famed TV 

evangelist Rex Humbard.  Burke said family records indicate that “Jennie” Humbard was buried here after she died at Gregory in 

Woodruff County, where she was living with one of her daughters. Virginia’s marriage to Bran Humbard is mentioned in “My Life 

Story – From the Plow Handle to the Pulpit” by Alf E. Humbard, the father of Rex.   Burke said that the Floyd Franklin Boyles on the 

burial list was his grandfather who was born near Brod Head, Wisconsin, and homesteaded a place on the Heber Springs road near 

the Cleburne-White County line.  

 For additional details on the Faulkner family, see "Whirlwind – Story of the Faulkner Family From Pangburn, Arkansas" by James H. 

Faulkner in the Arkansas Room at the Searcy Public Library. 

If you have corrections or additions to this list or other information on this Cemetery, Contact the White County Historical Society, 

P.O. Box 537, Searcy, AR 72145. Or phone 501- 278- 5010 

Following is a list of known burials in this cemetery.  

Boyle, Minnie E. – February 22, 1889 – May 5, 1967 – Wife of Floyd Boyles – Faulkner Cemetery, Pangburn, AR – (Obit May 8, 1967 

paper) 

Boyles, Floyd F. – November 10, 1887 – June 24, 1957 – Husband of Minnie E. Boyle - Faulkner Cemetery, Pangburn, AR 

Cowan, Eva M. – 1894 – 1975 - Faulkner Cemetery, Pangburn, AR 

Cowen, W.H. – October 25, 1891 – February 17, 1958 – (FM) - Faulkner Cemetery, Pangburn, AR 

Faulkner, William David “Dee” – September 29, 1828 – July 7, 1887 – Husband of Eliza Jane (Floyd) - Faulkner Cemetery, Pangburn, 

AR 

Floyd, James Wesley – No dates  – Husband of Elizabeth J. Crook – (Unmarked grave) - Per family records - Faulkner Cemetery, 

Pangburn, AR 

Floyd, Mary O. – August 16, 1879 – March 26, 1959 - Faulkner Cemetery, Pangburn, AR – (Obit March 26, 1959 paper) 

Floyd, William V. – May 19, 1896 – May 23, 1920 - Faulkner Cemetery, Pangburn, AR 

French, Tishia – November 24, 1882 – March 11, 1937 - Faulkner Cemetery, Pangburn, AR 



French, W.R. – Died March 26, 1956 – Age 81 years, 1 month, 24 days - Faulkner Cemetery, Pangburn, AR 

Glover, Ethel Lorene – Died May 5, 2007 – Age 92 years - Faulkner Cemetery, Pangburn, AR - (Obit) 

Glover, Jessie W. – February 5, 1912 – April 10, 1990 - Faulkner Cemetery, Pangburn, AR – (Obit) April 12, 1990 paper 

Hopper, Mary J.C. – October 16, 1850 – February 21, 1892 - Faulkner Cemetery, Pangburn, AR  

McCullum, Janie – November 7, 1901 – August 12, 2000 – DS with Monroe L. McCullum - Faulkner Cemetery, Pangburn, AR 

McCullum, Monroe L. – February 18, 1898 – November 3, 1983 – DS with Janie McCullum - Faulkner Cemetery, Pangburn, AR 

McCullum, Tishia – 1876 – 1937 – May be Tishia French on old list as I did not find a grave for Tishia French - Faulkner Cemetery, 

Pangburn, AR 

 

*************************************************************************************** 

Legend: Copyright-Aug.23, 2016-Paul V. Isbell-Webmaster: 

Most of the cemetery information listed was collected by Leroy “Lee” Blair Former member of the White 

County Historical Society Board of Directors. Now working at the White County Historical Society office 

If you have any additions or corrections to the burial listing please contact the Historical Society. Phone 501-

278-5010 or Email me at lblblair74@gmail.com  or wchs1962@gmail.com  

I will be posting more burials later. The Searcy Daily Citizen donated all their Micro Film and Ledgers dating 

back to 1953. After reviewing them, if I find a death of a person that we do not have I will to add to the 

cemetery listings. 

There are some graves listed as unmarked that may have had a tombstone set since the listing was made. 

mailto:lblblair74@gmail.com
mailto:wchs1962@gmail.com


I may have missed some graves when I prepared the listing. Some cemeteries are very hard to get an 

accurate listing due to how some graves are scattered 

The following Abbreviations are used in the listings. 

FM-Funeral home marker DS-Double tombstone TS-Triple tombstone 

(Obit)-means that the Historical Society has, or has access to the Obituary for this person. 


