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CHEN DIE YI

Chen Die Yi has not yet found h1s Utopla in real hfe but he ped to create one rn

- song. It is a wor Id he gave expre5510n toin thousands of odes overa perlod of four

: decades beg nnmg in wartlme Shanghal and coming to full frurtron in Heng Kong

Inan era where movies.were consrdered mcomplete wrthout afew musrcat mterludes :

the name of Chen Dle Y1 was v1rtually synonymous wlth Mandarln Iyr

Already & suCcessful edltor and 1ournallst Mr Chen ]olned the world of
balladeers at. age 34 in 1942 writing songs for the legendary Golden Vorce Zhou
Xuan in the fllm Phoemxes in Flaght Among his: ear]y classics wasthe 1946 Shan.grr-
La wrrtten for- songstress Ou Yang Fel Ym.g in the musrcal Orzor‘es Soar on Earth.
The * LOst Honzon 1nsprred by the James Hliton novel was arrapt metaphor for the

hopes and dreams of Chlnese in the wake of the recént vrctory over the Iapanese

Alas it was not be at least notin Shanghar Mr Chen moved to Hong Kong m
1952’ whete his career 1n the fle.lds of film and song progressed to new hel.ghts I

I953 he applled hrs pen to scrlptwrnmg Little Phoemx starrlng Ll L1 Hua was the

T

fr rst of approxrmately flfty film scri pts, mak}ng hirh one of the more prolific scenansts B,

“in Mandarrn p1ctures ;
-._“ 5, . - ‘ S -

But it is as Iyrrcrst that he achreved greatest renown hrs odes possessmg a’

' spec1a1 poetlc qualrty that rnade thern truly lyrlcal He was the marn behind. the :

words in-a highly successful series of musrcals starrmg LrttJe erd Cat® Zhong. -

T ai ing in the late’ 19505 and early 1960s, her: smgmg voice s"’upp! ed by the ce ebrated
7 “Silver Vorce Yao Li. Beginning with the film Pedch Blovsom River and rts ‘Duet
Under the Moon and mcludmg such movres as Who Isn't Romannc w1th the h1t song

Kiss, of Sprlng they represent a ma]or chapter in the hlstory of the HOng Kong

- -film musical. " 3l i A Sreclagtireg

“Tn addrtlon Mr Chen wrote for v1rtuatly every rna]or srnglng star of the era -

; mcludmg Grace Chang ( Achoo ChaCha"), Zhang Lu (5 Grve Me a Ki ss H; Mona Fong

(TheWeddrng ) and Pan Xru Orong[ LoversTears) A e e Tn =

By the 1970s the erd pf the Mandarrn musrca] had waned ‘But that has not
dampened Mr. Chen S Iove for the wrltten word. - Most srgmfrcant among h1s more:

: recent works is hrs memoirs publrshed in 1992,

The mu51cal wor[ds of Shanghar and Hong Kong have changed srgmflcantly i s

thepast halfcentury but the lyrlcs of Chen D1e Yi are still: favourltes among smgers ‘

a;nd rsteners wherever Mandarm songs are played On ce]]u101d tape and dlSC he -

has brought nto bemg the Utopra of his dreams

Our heartlest congratulatlons to Mr Chen Dle Yi for reC.elvrng the frrst CASH

llofFameAward e 0 g T A e
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