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im Lo is a well-known newspaper and magazine columnist, and a

TV, radio and film veteran to boot. And what's more, he has also
been successful in the publishing, advertising and trading industries.
But while lyric writing has never been the focal point of his career, as

fate would have it that is exactly what he is best known for.

Jim Lo, aka Lo Jim, left the Chinese University of Hong Kong with
a bachelor degree in Chinese, and quickly got his first job at TVB as a
journalist of its weekly magazine. It wasn't too long before he was
transferred to the marketing department where he worked for almost a

decade. In 1978, the 'Incident of Six Gentlemen' saw him following

the lead of Selina Leung in an exodus to CTV, which closed its doors ; : .
s 3 & i Jim Lo collaborated with Dominic Chow and wrote

3 = |- a raen! ¢ r WO 5 :
two years later. He wasn't out of work for long however, and soon  , h411ad "Love Without Flowers Will Bear No
joined RTV as Publicity & Promotion Controller, where he stayed for  Fruits' for Teresa Cheung
three years before starting his own business. Somehow between all of
this job swapping, he found time to pen the lyrics to over a thousand canto pop tunes and advertising jingles, many of

which are award-winning pieces.

Lo might not have a mentor, but he is extremely serious about his art. For him, lyrics are meant to be aesthetically
conceived and convey vivid images. He thinks of pop lyrics as a form of literature that touches on a much wider array of
themes than just romance. He cares about society and longs for his distant homeland in China, and the combination of

this broad vision and his monumental talent provides his lyrics with a timeless quality.

It was while working at TVB in 1976 that Lo released his first composition, 'The Spring Dream Of The Greenfield',
which was hotly followed by other classics such as 'Cleaving The Waves', 'A Rosy Future' and 'A Thousand Knots In The

Heart'. He was starting to make a name for himself.

In 1981, 'Can't Find The Excuse' won Lo the CASH Best Chinese Lyrics
(Pop) Award. The song is deeply emotional and comes to the juddering

close, "Com 'n, say it, wait no more; Maybe my love is too deep, you can't

find the right excuse". The coda is so impressive that it leaves the listeners

reeling from the emotions present in it.

Ballads such as 'Hope You Remember Me By Heart', 'Flowery Moon
Chamber', 'It Is Fate That We Met' and 'Love Without Flowers Will Bear No

Fruits', are abundant with soothing, loving vibes. 'It's Like In The Dream We
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Veteran lyricists Jim Lo & Richard Lam pictured
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Met' describes the reunion of two lovers after a long separation, and has with music critic Wong Chi Wah (R)
been dipped in the colour of Lo's literary palette: "The evening zephyr

seeps through the thin wood; Withers the grass, droops the pine; Floating clouds paint the sky white, as the colour of
mist shifts in early winter..." Immersed in such picturesque phrasing, the listener is drawn into a tableau of winter days.
Other great love songs written by Lo include 'Tears Shed In The Journey', 'Broken Dream' and 'Love In The Snow'. Even

today, these songs are frequently sung at concerts and are just as moving as the day they were written.

But while Lo has always been good at writing love songs, his best work is still found in the more philosophically charged
pieces. 'Every Time When There Is A Change' and 'Tomorrow
On Today' are superb examples of this, and both songs were
rewarded with a RTHK Top Ten Chinese Gold Songs Award in
197"

After joining RTV , Lo had written theme tunes for a number
of popular TV drama series including Chameleon, Dramatic
Life, Reincarnated, Tian Lung Jeut, Dynasty, Tai Chi Master,
Huo Yuanjia the Hero and The Grace of Homeland. 'Chameleon'

remains one of his personal favourites, in particular the words,

REN(ED) TH(@E ) - F "Let me bask in fame and fortune, maybe someday I'll regret;

A One day if looking back, I'll smile to the changes in life". He
Jim Lo (R2), Yu Lun (R1), Joseph Koo (C) & Teresa Cheung (L3) ;

_ explains that even though the lyrics were written in line with
attended the Opening Cocktail of Wing Hang Recording Studio.

the story, they also reflected his frame of mind at that time.



'Dramatic Life' is commonly recognised as Lo's best
philosophical composition, and the lyrics speak for
themselves: "Wishes, always disheartened, who can
ever understand your loneliness; Tears never stop
falling, there're no justice and fairness in all matters

. Be happy when you can, sadness creeps in when
the curtain drops; Stay drunk when you can, sweet
memories once gone can never be captured again;

Today you take the centre stage, why not forget the

promises you made when you were drunk.” The-solitary

"&I“&iﬁiﬁ%‘%ﬁ#%%éktﬁi RARELESEAEABE)NEESD
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Jim Lo shared his experience in lyric writing with members of The
Amateur Lyric Writers’ Association of HK (later renamed as the Song
Writers® Association of HK). The member on the second left has
become one of the most sought-after lyricists - Lin Xi (1986)

and dejected spirit described is so real that some scholars
claim the words are comparable to Xin Qiji's poem "A
Farewell to Mo Jia the Twelfth Brother".

During his career, Lo has written a number of works
which are sad and bleak. The theme songs he wrote
for the TVB dramas The Swordsman Li, Luk Siu Fong and Eve Of The Duel are all imbued with a sense of dismay, but
the theme song for Reincarnated is different, and is still regarded as the apex of lyrics written for martial-arts drama
series. The fortitude shown in "Turning a cold eye to the bloody trail" and the haughtiness expressed in "Competing
with the Heaven' remain unmatched even today. The first line of
'Emperor Qin Shi Huang' - "The land is under my feet" - strikes the

audience so hard that it is impossible to forget.

'"The Grace Of Homeland' is Lo's personal favourite work, and is
also the most in touch with the emotions of his fellow villagers. He
came to Hong Kong from Xinhui with his Grandma at the tender age
of eight, and when he was taken onto the boat he was too young to
feel for his mother who was saying goodbye from the riverbank. Thirty

years later, he revealed the emotions he felt at the time in the lines,

"As I left my fellow villagers, my tears wet my clothes. " He continues,

"If there was a boat to brave the raging sea, I would return one

EBLEFELtEFABS AP X E R IEE FEER
day. " Perhaps that is his simple wish after all these years. MEIERE S ST 8

Jim Lo received a trophy from Oxley C.W.B., the then
Deputy Director of Broadcasting, at the 7th RTHK's Top
Ten Chinese Gold Songs Award Presentation Concert

Lo has always been celebrated in the music industry for his versatility.
Aside from the well-known classics mentioned above, his repertoire
also includes many other gems such as the refreshing love song 'Sunshine
In The Rain', the heart-warming folk song about a father-son relationship 'Glitters Of The Fishing Boats', the classy

'Evening Song Of Fishermen' that was adapted from a traditional tune, and the rueful 'No Regret'.

Lo's missionary mindset as a lyricist was manifested in the "Anti-ballad Campaign" initiated by him in 1983 - a time
when the music scene was awash with ballads, and he was determined to turn the tide by pursuing themes other than
romance. And he succeeded too - 'A Rickshaw Named Dream' is all about ideals, 'Being Tough' which is regarded as
a self-portrait of the lyricist, 'The Mantis And I' depicts the plight of the victims of famine, 'Small Town' is a cry for
peace, and 'Burning Down The Yuanming Garden' is a patriotic ode. All of these tracks are inspirational masterpieces,

and while Lo was not the first person ever to experiment with subjects such as these, his efforts did successfully breathe

new life into the music scene at the time.

Lo readily admits that he approaches each new song with extreme care.
He says if he were to write poor lyrics that were recorded, there would be
nothing he could do to remedy that. So he puts his heart and soul into
every job, and when he gets it right, the satisfaction is overwhelming. But
does he consider himself to be a cut above the rest? He modestly suggests

that maybe he is simply a little more serious, a little more sincere, and a

15k ’“?"h(")‘f’” 594 ()4 1B little more creative than some of his contemporaries. Maybe it is an
[ I8 5y £ T A)aR
Jim Lo pictured with Simon Ngai (L) & accumulation of all of these factors that give his lyrics such lasting vitality

Luke Tsang (R) and applause.
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