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With / Love / Keep / Moving / Forward / Pursuing Original text in Chinese: Dr Wong Chi Chung

With the iconic silver hair flying against the wind, Calvin Pacn, a veteran lyricist with 40 years  experience in the industry, has accompanied & generation
aof Hong Kong audience to grow up with his lyrics. The man of integrity has witnessed the peaks and troughs of Hong Kong's development. His lyrics
depict tender and deep feelings and infinite wonderful scenes, which are elevated to the sublime.

Ah Poon, Poon San, Poon Sir... the Lovestruck Poon, the Wanderer Poon... Yuan Liangban..

Besides his many nicknames, Poon alsa has a successful portfolio career. He Is a forerunner of the slashie, who engages in music, mavies, TV, soceer, radio...
Lyricist/Band Member/Director/Scriptwriter/Producer/Actor/Host/Soccer Commentator/Calligrapher/Broadecaster...

With all of these cross-media jobs, his identity as lyricist and his warks should be mast familiar to many people.

The Calvin Poon whom we know, the life philosophy that he lives by and the core values that he defends are all reflected in his lyrigs. As we all know, life
is complicated and contradictory, just like the world we are living in is not always black or white. Therefare, Poon has incorporated Christianity and the
Western rock and roll spirit with ideglism inta his lyrics, which can be upright and motivational, or be rebellious and eritical, or be low-key and gloormy, or
be with accusations, or be ironic and satirical.

Speaking of the view of love, | believe his attitude, observations and especially his own unigue experience have become his inspiration for love song lyrics
about tangled emotions under different themes, scopes, directions and of various song types.

His wordings are easy to understand and he does not like to use puns, but the hidden meaning behind the words always lead to endless eftertastes when
the audience muse over the words. His lyrics are open for interpretation and stand the test of time. Poon loves to lead the readers and the audience to
reflect through the questions he posed in his lyrics.

‘The direction is alse a question mark’ (Mave Forward' sung by George Lam}
‘Despite the sentiments / | got to ask / What do | live for' (Keep on Pursuing’ sung by Tat Ming Pair)
‘Do you still love me? / Why I'm a little bit afraid / Things are changing every day / Can the love not change? (Do You Still Love Me? sung by Tat Ming Pair)

| was acquainted with Paon in the radio show Breakthrough Maoment in 1985. Tat Ming Pair's song ‘Keep on Pursuing’, which was written by Poon, was
the theme song of one of our events held in a winter dusk. On the sports ground, | believed that the people who have played soceer with him will
appreciate his perseverance and dedication, just like his earnest and genuine attitude towards people and different matters, including our time enjeying
good red wine and chatting happily. Besides, when he talked about creativity with students in the university where | worked at, he asked them at the very
beginning of the first class what made them create and why did they come to attend the class, His bresk-the-rule way of teaching not only provoked the
students to think further, but was also very impressive and unforgettable.

In recent years, | have interviewed Poon to record oral history for the preparation of the upcoming Hong Kang pop culture exhibition hall. He generously
shared veluable memaories and insights throughout the interview. I'm honoured to write this article for him upon his invitation, and | would like to epplaud
and cheer for his award!

Love Crossover / MK Childhood
Now let's press the rewind button of history to seek the story of how Poon grew up to see if it resonates with any of our readers.

Grawing up in MK (Mong Kek), Poon lived in a treasure trove of pop culture with numerous cinemas screening various domestic and foreign movies and
was richly nourished with free book reading in different bookstores, and of course there was music too.

‘There were many vendors' stalls in the Ladies' Market where pirated songs were played all day long. The vendors played everything — Weslern pop songs,
classic oldies like those of the Beatles and Simon & Garfunkel. They even played classical music, and lots of Cantopop of course. These songs were played
in the stalls from day to night. Besides, Poon was also deeply influenced by The Platters’ 'Smoke Gets in Your Eyes' which he heard from the radio.

Steeped in such a rich and diverse cultural atmasphere since a young age, Poon has become an all-rounder, and has been staying artistic without losing
a common touch.

Original Intention / #lIt's Love!
The original intention of creation for Poon was to express love, and it's the extremely touching love.

Poon's father was diagnosed with cancer when he was in his final year studying journalism in the Chinese University of Hong Kong. He tried very hard in
various creations and hoped to show his father some achievements because he had na idea how much time was left for him. He joined writing and film
contests, and even attended the singing competition held by the variety show Enjoy Yourself Tonight, gll of which turned out to be guite successful,

/25 published in Breakazine, and he won the second place in the singing competition. Later, he won the 'Best Young Artist Award' in the Hong
y by the time he won the award.




Although Poon's debut did not become a big hit, and he did not reach the sky in & single bound, golden opportunities followed one after another,

n the production of the movie Banana Cop, which he also wrote lyrics for its theme song ‘Move Forward, Poon was acquainted to veterans like Teddy
Robin and Geerge Lam and became good friends. His works stood out and he had more creative guts, and more oppartunities followed,

Love Songs / Known to Everyone

Hong Kong's music scene boomed in the 80s when there were many critically acclaimed and populer idol singers, creative musicians and pep bands of
various music genres. Conseguently, Heng Keng's industrial and cultural chains, from music to media, creative work, design, styling and production and
many more saw their golden years and had & far-reaching influence from Hong Kong to the nearby Greater Ching, and even South East Asig, Europe and
5 there

the US. It was in this flourishing context when Poor's works began to gain popularity in 1985, His classics could be heard everywhere as long 2
Chinese people: Love Trap sung by Alan _-a."] ‘Love s Gone and 'She Is Afar’ sung by Jacky Cheung; and his women / multi-elements / ambiguity
series — 'Love | Dont Know', 'Good Morning', 'Resolute’, and ‘Entangled In Love' sung by Sandy Lam, ‘Neon Bird

were

sung by Prudence Liew and many more.
lalking about Poon's YWanderer series, we will not forget Who Can Understand A Wanderer's Heart' and ‘Possibility” which were customised for Dave

Wong, and the duet 'Still’ sung by Dave Wong and Sandy Lam, etc. There were numerous songs for his lovestruck and lovesickness series — ‘Deep Love
With Words Not Yet Spoken' sung by Leon Lai, 'Why | Let You Go' sung by Aaron Kwok, 'Love Accident’ sung by Priscilla Chan, and Vulnerable Woman,
‘Monsoon' and ‘Brink of Love and Pain’ sung by Faye Wong..

Love Playfulness / Humorous
Besides the catchy lyrics he has written for numerous hit songs, Peon also has some tricky and humarous works that are rare metacrit qu°° anaurtime
/ technologies / fashion / culture / commodities. [t's a countercurrent in business operations which might appear to be subverting and against the
authority, but in fact it's more like the rebellious spirit that should never be missing from the youth and music. Just like the saying r;;ok,;,, in the system,
but not of the system. Western singers and bands such as Bob Dylan, The Beatles, Beck, Nirvana, Radiohead, Sigur Ros, Bjdrk, Patti Smith and Madonna
also have these rare and valuable gualities and attitude.
Excellent works include; 'Kara Will Always Be Okay' sung by Alan Tam

‘Numerical Life sung by George Lam

‘Camouflaged City’ co-written with MC Yan

‘Boss, I'm Leaving Early’ sung by Eason Chan

Love Hong Kong / Witness of Time

Lyrics can speak out the thoughts, mindsets and values of citizens in reality. Through the warks of Tat Ming Pair, Poon has written a series of songs fram
non-love songs to inspirational songs and songs on social topics, which are reflections of Hong Kong's complex transfermation — political winds, the
pulse of the society, and the worries and aspirations of the Hong Keng people from both micro and macro perspectives.

From the birth of the seng 'Keep On Pursuing' in 1986, which was inspirational and full of positive energy, to later a series of songs on social topics, the
works were closely connected to the pulse and breath of the Hong Kong society. At the time, Hong Kong citizens were worried about the future of Hong
Kaong after the signing of the Sing-British Joint Declaration in the 80s, and the situation worsened to emigration trend and confidence crisis after 4 June
1989, 'Love in Daya Bay', ‘A Murder Case Without Publicity', We Should Be Very Happy Today' 'Ten Fire Fighting Juveniles’, 'Do You Still Love Me? and
many mare were popular songs at that time, if we listen to them today, we may even find that some of his lyrics are quite prophetic and has unfortunately

become reality. Maybe history is a circular swirl, and the human beings always commit the same mistake,

Favourite / Movies / Musicals

Poon loves music and movies. He contributed super futuristic and filmic lyrics to Teddy Robin's concept album *Spacernan’, which is believed to be a
tribute to Stanley Kubrick's film 2007: A Spobu Odyssey. He al=o joined in the lyric writing work for the significant musical Snow - Wolf - Lake. The touching
songs he wrote for Jacky Cheung included ‘Can't Let You Go', ‘Feeling Guilty' and others.

His award-winning film songs spanned from the 805 to the 21st century, which proved his commendable sensitivity. His lyrics for theme songs and
interludes of the movies have won the hearts of fans.

‘Wha Can | Depend On' (1985) — theme song of the movie Heart of Dragen. The sang was awarded the ‘Best Film Song' in The 5th Hong Kong Film
Awards (Composer: Lam Man Yee).

‘My Most Beloved (1986) — theme song of the movie Passion. The song was awarded the 'Best Film Song' in The 6th Hong Kong Film Awards
(Composer: Lowell La).

‘With Th|s Love' (1989) — theme song of the movie Pedicab Driver. The song was awarded the ‘Best Film Song' in The 9th Hong Keng Film Awards




‘Two-Hearled Flower' (2011) — theme song of the mavie Hi Fidelity. The song was awarded the Best Original Film Song' in The 315t Hong Kong Film
Awards (Composer. Jun Kung / Chang Shilei).

Amaong these award-winning works, With This Love’ had alse won the 'CASH Golden Sail Most Performed Works Awards — Cantonese Pop Wark
(Radio). Poon won exactly the same award again after 2 quarter of century with the lyrics he wrote for Eason Chan's song Unconditional (2016). The
difference was that he used the name Yuzn Liangban, and contributed to all the lyrics of the 17 songs of Ezson's alburn "Getting Ready”. He smiled in our
interview afterwards and said that he wishes that young lyricists can break this award-winning record, i.e. to win the same prize after a generation's time.
Actually, he often chats with young lyricists. He is really down-to-earth and would like to pass the torch!

Love...

From congerts held in the Hong Kong Coliseum to indie gigs held in the Hong Kong Arts Centre, everywhere was brimmed with love.

n the 'P for Pocn Party’ exhibition concert held in the Hong Kong Caliseurn in June 2015, many of his classic works were passionately performed by
several singers and the audience were able fo appreciate his works up close

Poon married Rita in 2019, After their wedding, the couple held a coneert of derivative warks — ‘A Nightmare of Cantonese with Poonsan’ which was a
social satire and received high accolades!

These witty works are mainly written in Cantonese, slang and pidgin, well combined with real everyday life

Hong Kong's politics, governance, society and pecple’s well-beings are confronted with huge challenges end crises in the past few years. Poon sincerely
addressed the issues with his lyrics and music and prompted the audience ta reflect. He even played’ with his classic works: Dog Hole Trap' was modified from
his old work Love Trap’ and Whao Can Understand An Old Man's Heart' was medified from his old work Who Can Understand A \Wanderers Heart'

Maybe Poon was teking another try 1o return to his original intention, 8s he had modified Sam Hui's song ‘Helf & Catty, Eight Taels’ when he was still in
secondary school, ‘Students like us / study the whale night till our organs fade / suffering great hardships / however / we have no idea what we are doing.
In fact, he has been trying to make the Chinese cover versions of many classic English songs over the years:

‘Kiss e Goodbye' sung by Tat Ming Pair

‘Everytime You Go Away’ sung by Elisa Chan

‘Happy Ever After’ (Entangled In Love’) sung by Sandy Lam

“When Will | See You Again’ sung by Priscilla Chan

‘Say You Love me’ (Never Separate Again’) sung by Deanie Ip

Faithfully’ sung by Anita Mui.

n the sumrmer 2019 of Hong Kong, & series of shocking incidents took place which urged him to write:

‘Imaging’ (covered from John Lennon's), ‘Sounds of Silence’ (covered from Simon & Garfunkel's), and What A Wonderful Werld' (covered from Louis
Armstrong's). Audience of different ages will find the familiar melodies together with lyrics that have incorporated current situation and Hong Kong
people'’s moods echa with them

His intention of creation was originated from love. Poon's life experience, imagination, ohservations and care for all accumulated through the decades
helped him in writing many Cantopap lyrics that touches the audience’s soul. His lyrics belengs to Hong Kang and the warld.

‘Love is still the most beautiful..!

Suddenly, today’s Hong Kong has retrogressed to many years ago.

However, we should keep on moving forward and pursuing!

ob Extended Reading: Sean Cheung (2019)'s Hong Kong Lyricists series — Poon Yuen Leung

‘ ‘ ‘Il weed to have feelings for the Lyrics [ wrote. | must follow my heart and be satisfied about it before | show them
to others. Gewerally, this ts how 1 deal with my own thoughts and ereations... There were once or twiee whew |
was invited to write Lyrics for a melody which | had wo inspiration at all, thew | would turn down the
nvitation as | don't think | can make it.”

“If You are not a good Listener, thew You can't be a good Lyricist. No matter what songs You have heard or Like,
you cawn discover something in thew...’

Just like the vitamins, whether it is local or forea.gw P“‘P sowgs or Holemm songs, Mandarin songs and
( ? ’ L Wit ou woticing. And it’s not only
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