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Lowell Lo — The One By My Side

Original text in Chinese: Susan Tang

It is not easy to talk about a person who is always around me every day in a thousand words. Maybe we are so
close that | can’t see him clearly, or maybe we are so close that | see too much. That's why it is really difficult to

describe him clearly on the fly...

It was in 1978 when LoLo became the singer of the hotel where | worked, and | needed to interview him for a
press release about him. | knew that he had won the Vocal Performance Grand Prize as well as Honourable
Mentions for all five songs he submitted at the international American Song Festival in 1977. In the same year
and the one that followed, he returned to Hong Kong to participate in the TVB song contest, but he came in
fourth and sixteenth respectively. | asked him for his view on this, and he passed lightly over it, saying, ‘It's just

a matter of taste.’ This unruffled attitude made me feel a maverick charm.

Although he did not win the championship, he gained Warner Music’s appreciation and the company signed a
contract with him and planned to release an English record for him, only to be forced into suspension due to the
whirlwind of Chinese pop songs arising from TV dramas. This temporary suspension turned out to last for half a
year and then a year. When he was thought to understand the situation and thus retreat to the US, he decided
to stay in Hong Kong supposedly for me (7). In order to make a living, he sang in hotels, bars, nightclubs, and
from singing only folk, rock, rhythm and blues, to singing Chinese songs in response to the trend. | remember
an occasion in which he sang ‘Xiang Shi Ye Shi
Yuan Fen’ (It's Our Destiny to Meet) five times a
night, a big hit in that year. | was actually getting
bored of it already, but he was still comfortable
with it. Sometimes, when people in the audience
had drinking race, clamoured or even fought in the
lounge, he would still keep singing on the stage as
if nothing happened. It seemed that nothing would
baffle him. He would remain unruffled and be at

ease under all circumstances.

However, the days of singing in the lounge were really tough. When he got off from work every day, he would

ask himself, how long he would have to sing like this?

After four years’ training of singing Cantonese songs, LoLo began to have the desire to write Chinese songs. In

the past, he used to write lyrics for his English songs, but he had no idea how to write Cantonese lyrics.

In 1982, LolLo wrote a melody, and he wanted to invite a veteran lyricist to work with him, but it cost $800 for
each song, which was quite a burden for us back then. He said that my Chinese was better than his, so why not |
just try to write something! However, | didn’t know how to write lyrics! So, he gave me an English book about lyric

writing for my reference. So, | tried it in a playful mood. | don’t remember how many days it took and how many



times | made the changes, but it was done eventually.
We analysed it together and then we found that the
style of this song suited George Lam very well. We
asked our good friend Brenda Lo to be our
middleman and take the song to EMI. As a result, KK
Wong, the then Managing Director of EMI, listened
to it and immediately decided to sign a contract with
LoLo, and in 1983, ‘Tian Niao’ (Sky Bird) was

released, which marked Lolo’s official debut in the

local music scene, and | became a lyricist too.

The things that followed can be found online, so | won't say much here.

LoLo often says that in life we must keep a fighting spirit with no fear to criticism and challenges. Only with this
attitude can we achieve the best. In fact, he is a perfectionist to his own music. He always requires himself to
‘outperform his previous self in each occasion’. This was seen especially in the days since his return to the music
scene in 2015, when his most basic goal was to have every piece of melody, lyrics, and music arrangement to
fully meet his requirements before the album could be released. Many people may think that he is very
demanding and difficult to work with. However, life is short and time is limited, and opportunities are rare.
Maybe one just needs to breakthrough his limitations to make life worth living. Sometimes in search of the
‘perfect’ chord, he works for hours in front of the computer and with his guitar and only take breaks for meals,
the bathroom and for sleep. My mission is to drag him out for a walk every hour. Every time he has written a

piece he likes, you will see a smile on his face, a smile of simple happiness, satisfaction and joy.

‘Life is perfect doing good music.” This may be a part of values he holds for his life.

He has been fond of researching on music over the past decades, almost to the extent of being crazy about it.
During the six years of research, he discovered and invented a method of interpreting chords. | know nothing
about music, so | have vague idea and | don’t comprehend
what this is about, but | have a gut feeling that this may get
him a Nobel Prize, just that there is no music award for the
Nobel Prize (I give him a prize then)! He said that his
invention would allow all human beings to travel freely
through the endless universe of music. He hopes that at
that time, everyone will probably work together to create
the most harmonious and most beautiful music. By that

time, the world will probably be in peace!
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Lowell Lo is one of a kind. He never follows the crowd and just acts according to his heart. He only
does the kind of music he loves, and ambles to a different drummer. That’s the way he has been
for decades, and that's the way his followers love him, if only because each and every one of his

compositions is, quite simply, a rare piece of classic.

LoLo has also written numerous music scores for motion pictures. We have collaborated with him
on An Autumn’s Tale, Painted Faces and Echoes of the Rainbow, among others. Every time we add in
his music to the final cut, the scenes will instantaneously come alive with new layers of emotions

and colours. And film scoring has become the most enjoyable part in the production of our films.

We are very glad that we still have LolLo in today’s Hong Kong!
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In fact, | never found Lolo particularly outstanding and stunning. Given his achievements, he is
qualified to be made public, but he prefers to remain ordinary. In an industry where you can be
easily exhausted rushing around fame and fortune, he has safequarded his days and music for
decades. | admire his long-run relationship with music, and | am inspired by this. As a partner

who is fortunate to be able to work with him on music, | believe that he has become wiser and
more sophisticated with the flow of time. Congratulations to him on the highest recognition he

has gained in the industry, and | look forward to his ongoing works that soothe many souls.
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LoLo and | have known each other for many years. He gives me the feeling that he is both a music
poet and a child with a crystal-clear heart. This probably explains why music in such an elevated
level is always echoed by the kindred spirits only and yet his works have always appealed to
everyone. Twenty years ago, | asked him to create a song for A Chinese Odyssey Part Two:
Cinderella. He wrote the classic 'Yi Sheng Suo Ai’ (Love of My Life). Twenty years later, | came to
him again and invited him to create a song for A Chinese Odyssey: Part Three, and he created ‘Suo
Ai Yi Sheng’ (My All-time Beloved). | could hear on the phone that he was as excited as he was
years before. Despite a thousand miles of distance, | could imagine how he got hyper whenever
creative works are at hand. Having seen so many changes in the music scene as well as rich
experiences in life, LoLo remains who he was twenty years ago, a pure and sincere person.
However, the melodic poems that he makes with music are increasingly catchy and more
penetrable to people’s hearts, touching every soul that listens to them.
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When you listen to Lowell’s songs for the first
time, it’s like you are listening to an old familiar
song. How is this so? It remains a mystery.
Perhaps he has already created this piece of
music in his past life. We can never tell. But one
thing is certain, we will still be listening to his

songs in our next life...
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Calvin Poon
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