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arrested in investigation

~ El Hage says it’s about Blue Lagoon ~

ARUBA-The sons of former
UPB Minister Carlos Mercera
were arrested on Tuesday on
Aruba and on Bonaire in con-
nection with the major investiga-
tion into the laundering of drug
money and gold smuggling in the
ABC islands and in some Euro-
pean countries.

Four premises were searched on
Aruba including the home of the
former Minister in Seroe Pela.
Documents, vehicles and gold
were seized in the searches. No
indication was given as to which

St. Maarten’s Simon Pantophlet
delivers a pitch against Sweden in
the World Championships Base-
ball first round game in Stock-
holm, September 9. Netherlands
Antilles won 10-8. (See story page

@ Cole Bay

ROUNDABOUT
ADJUSTED

As a result of adjustments made, it
is now safer for large vehicles leav-
ing the new roundabout in Cole Bay
fo negotiate the corner onto Union
Road. Page 3.

© Philipsburg

CENTRAL C'TTE
MEETS TODAY

Members of the Central Committee
of the Island Council will meet today
to discuss a wide range of constitu-
tional issues. Page 4.

® Philipsburg
YEARS
FOR CARLOS

Carlos Alfonso Richardson (27) was
sentenced fo two years' imprison-
ment Wednesday for attempted man-
slaughter. Page 1.

part of the investigation the Mer-
cera brothers are suspected to be
involved in.

In the meantime, UPB member
on Bonaire Burney El Hage said
he cooperated fully with the de-
tectives when they searched his
home on Tuesday. According to
El Hage, detecti ere particu-
larly interested in information
they suspect was in his possession
concerning the Blue Lagoon proj-
cct that never got off the ground
in Bonaire.

The developer of Blue Lagoon
Albert de Groot and two other
persons are key suspects in the
real estate fraud section of the
ongoing investigation.

El Hage said he and UPB leader
Ramancito Booi, whose home
was also searched on Tuesday,
had stopped the US $1.5 billion
project after information indi-
cated that De Groot was not be-
ing open and honest about the

project and there was no realistic
way the project could have been
realised.

El Hage told the Amigoe news-
paper he thought it was unfortu-
nate that he and Booi were being
targeted after they were instru-
mental in stopping the project in
the first place. No official report
from the prosecutor’s office has
been issued in this regard.

The public prosecutor’s office of
the Netherlands Antilles, which
is coordinating the investiga-
tion, described the motives of the
raids conducted on Tuesday as
“presumptions of fraud-related
offenses committed by people
within the public administration
on Bonaire.” These offences
were discovered during a y
long major money laundering i
vestigation in the Antilles and in
Europe.

Within the scope of this coordi-

Continued on page 7

OBAMA WANTS QUICK ACTION, P. 22

Leader of Government Education Commissioner Wil[iam.Marlin (third
left) and a team of officials outside Charles Leopold Bell School on
Wednesday.

Leopold Bell School opens doors
fo undocumented pupils Monday

~ Mandatory meeting for parents Friday ~

OLE BAY--After years of being
barred from the regular education
system, a large number of undoc-
umented immigrant children will
be accepted legally into a govern-
ment school as part of the phased

New entry permit system
passed for rich investors

WILLEMSTAD--The ~ Antillean
government has introduced a new
permit system for investors. This
new entry permit is called an “in-
vestor permit” and is geared lo-
wards wha

GOI.IIBS

The Way to Go for Kids, Ladles & Men

as “bona fide powerfully wealthy
foreigners” who would like to stay
in the Netherlands Antilles with-
out choosing to take up residence
here or do business here.
Potential investors will have to
comply with a number of condi-
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tions to be eligible for the inves-
tor permit.

The most important condition
is that the investor is obligated
to conduct a business investment
and/or real estate investment with
a total minimum value of NAf.
650,000 guilders. This investment
should be made 18 months, at the
latest, after the first request for
the permit is completed.

Continued on page 6

implementation of compulsory
education when Charles Leopold
Bell School reopens its doors on
Monday.

All parents who had registered
their children when the process
started earlier this year are asked
to visit the school this Friday with
their children. Parents should
take along their children’s birth
certificates or copies of their
passports.

Education Commissioner Wil-
liam Marlin, who toured the
school yesterday with a delega-
tion, stressed the importance of
parents showing up in person.
“We don’t want a situation where
you end up with a child in school
and then something happens and
you don’t know who the respon-
sible person to deal with is,” he
said at a mid-afternoon press
conference.

Continued on page 8

burglary
proof
insurance

orange grove
pharmacy

Former Mullet Bay Pharmacy

Tel: 544-2013
Gel: 581-6243
Fax: 544-3610
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WEATHER

Today: Partly cloudy, becomes occasionally briefly mostly cloudy, with
possibility of a few local showers.

‘Winds: Southeast to East, around 19mph.

Sea conditions: Tranquil.

Seas: 2-3 feet.

Forecast high: 31°C 88°F

Forecast low: 26°C 79°F

SYNOPSIS: The dry air mass that covered the area on Wednesday
in the wake of a tropical wave suppressed most clouds and shower
development across the regional area. This weather condition is mak-
ing way for a relatively moist air flow, leading to an increasing chance
for shower activity over sections of the local islands. Otherwise, mlhcr
tranquil sea conditions with waves less than 3 feet continue to prev:
SPECIAL FEATURES: The names for tropical cyclones in the Atlantic
Basin in 2009 will be Grace, Henri, Ida, Joaquin, Kate, Larry, Mindy,
Nicholas, Odette, Peter, Rose, Sam, Teresa, Victor and Wanda.
Hurricane Fred was located yesterday at 5:00pm about 600 miles West-
Southwest of the Cape Verde Islands, moving Northwest, and does not
pose any threat to the Caribbean region, but the Meteorological Ser-
vice of the Netherlands Antilles and Aruba will continue to monitor
its progress.

Elsewhere, tropical cyclone development is not expected during this
forecast period.

HAZARDOUS WEATHER OUTLOOK: None.

'VOLCANIC ACTIVITY: None.

Outlook until Friday evening: Generally partly cloudy, with somewhat
increased East to Northeast trade winds and no significant precipita-

SMART PLAY SXM DAILY NUMBERS CURACAO
9238 58885 5034
7464 82669 3957
7107 80963 3973

Poisoned atmosphere

As the world continues to smart under the effects of the global finan-
cial and economic crisis governments and their social partners worldwide
continue to close ranks and cooperate for the common good as they seek
to find the best possible solutions — sometimes creative and innovative
ways — for tackling the crisis and protecting the interests of their people.
Here in the Caribbean, the St. Augustine campus of University of the
West Indies (UWTI) will be hosting an important forum later this month to
discuss the effects of the crisis on economies in the Caribbean.

In neighbouring Anguilla, which is faced with a serious budget deficit and
is about to lock horns with the British Government over the question of
the desirability of Anguilla borrowing to bail itself out of its current finan-
cial crunch, the government and the private sector will be sitting down
shortly and knocking heads over some of the thorny issues.

Not too far away, in St. Kitts as well as in Nevis, the governments are
also engaged in serious ions with other about the
economy.

Here in St. Maarten the Island Council will be meeting on Monday at
the request of the opposition Democratic Party to discuss St. Maarten’s
financial and economic situation.

Detect the difference in approaches?

For several months we have been advocating a coming together of gov-
ernment, the opposition and other stakeholders in St. Maarten in a sort of
rescue mission to wrestle with the harsh economic realities that, though
not glaringly evident, are persistently gnawing away at and undermining
the economy.

Earlier in the year, an economic summit of sorts was organised with the
Chamber of Commerce — not the government — taking the lead role. Un-
fortunately, while the participants came up with recommendations that
needed to be given deeper consideration, changing political and other
circumstances seem to have taken the wind out of the sail of those who
were spearheading the effort.

Several months later the crippling effects of the global crisis are no less
severe, but with a new government in the saddle and a new opposition
trying to find its way at a time when elections are just around the cor-
ner, the atmosphere has been poisoned and the prospects for a coming
together of minds in the manner we have been advocating seem to be
getting dimmer and receding further.

Our hope is that in the interest of St. Maarten, when the Island Council
meets on Monday, the session will be devoid of chest-thumping, grand-
standing and finger-pointing, and there will be no poison in the air.
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I\ Agenda St. Maarten / St. Martin

(oppostetbrary Tl 5423001

Sept. 10 Freedom of the Seas

Date  Vessel Place Arrival Denanure Agent
Pier 17, uro

800

M.

POLICE STATION

Philpsburg te. 542.2222

Simpson Bay tel. 545-5500

HOT LINE 108

EMERGENCY 911

FIRE DEPARTMENT

Tel. 542:6001 0r 919

Medical Center, Cay Hil

24-hour Emergency Service

el.543-1111 0r 910

AMBULANCE

Philpsburg te. 542.2111 0r 912

MEDICAL EMERGENCIES

For medcal emergencies after _cliic

hours, from 6:00 pm and during

weekends and_holdays, all patents of

hereunder mentioned family doclors can go

o the emergency room of the St. Maarten

Medical Center, tel 5431111 (ext. 1): Dr. A.

Arindell Dr. F. Boumen, Dr. F. Bus, Dr. H

Deketh, Dr. A. Herles, Dr. G ban Osch, Dr.

G. Spencer, Dr. . Arindell, Dr. G. Bryson,

Dr.J. Datema, Dr. G. Foeken, Dr. L. Knol, Dr.

A Raghosing and Dr. U. Tiaden

S0 il Welar Foundaon
Ambulance Team 520-8687

CRIME STOPPERS ANYMOUS TIP LINE:

543-TIPS(8477)

TELEFHOHERED
To-em: 54

ot Celar: 5424100
Weatner Info: 123

ST. MAARTEN TOURIST OFFICE.
W.G. Buncamper road, Vineyard
Buiding,tel. 542-2337, fax. 542:2734

Madame Estate: tel. 543-2030

m -5 pm.
Admission: Aduls: $10, kids $5.

BAY COMMUNITY COUNCIL:
meeting fst. Thursday of month at Sun
Flower Kinder Garten School, Union Rd.

ROTARY meeting at Divi Lite Bay Bezch
Resorl, every Wednesday at 1230 p.m.
Rotary Mid Tuesday 6-8pm,

Key Club of the St. Maarten Academy
meeting at the St. Maarten Academy every
Friday at 130 pm

KIWANIS SOUALIGA 1st & 3rd Monday
7:00pm Holland House
ICI St. Maarten (JAYCEES) meeting at
e Philipsburg Judiee Library every last
Wednesdzy of the month

Business atire requied.

PHILIPSBURG cLus

WOMEN'S DESK, Frontsteet 141 (opposite
TekCell. Monday - Frday Sam-6pm. Tel
5427940, Fax: 542-7941.
E-mall: womensdesk@sintmazrten net
'SAFE HAVEN, providing sheler and support
o victims of family violence. POB 636;
Hotine: 9333; Offce 9277; Fax: 9368
CUSTOMS DEPARTMENT, EC. Richardson
; Fax: 542

bi-monthly sessions every frst and thitd
Thursday of every month at the Library
conference room at 8:00 pm.
ST MARTIN MUSEUM
Frontstreet 7, Phiipsburg, tel 542-4917
Opening hours from March 1st:
Monday - Friday: 102m. o4 p.m.
Saturday & Sundays: closed.
ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS

Mon-Sat, 6:7pm, Red Cross Building, Arport
Road. Saturday and Sunday at Mulet Bay
beach next to restaurant 8.30-9:30am. Tel,
552-2120 )/ 544-3203

Le Charolais Restaurant, Royal Isiander
Ciub, Maho Plaza
Rotary Sunise meets every tuesday at 6:45
am. at ArLekkerbek
LIONS meeting at the Upper Princess
Quarter Communiy Centre Lions Den in
Sucker Garden every ist and 31 Tuesday
oo monh g .

LEO CLUB meeing at
Jubice Library 1st, 3d Frcay every month
at630pm.
KIWANIS meels at Wiol Buiding on
Thursdayeach month t 7.30pm. Kiwanis

tel 5422078 Health Department, e-mal
hivpmtsxm@yahoo.com.

NATURE FOUNDATION ST. MAARTEN
Welsoerg Stiet 1A, unis 25-26, Cole Bay -
Tel. 544-4267, Fax. 544-4268 Emall: ino@
naturefoundatonsxm.org

ANIMALS R. FRIENDS

Malbox La Palpa Carle, Sieon By «
Emal: arf_sun@yahoo.com, wwnwartsxm org
PHLIPSEURG JUBILEE LBAARY
Ch.EW.Vogest. 12, Tel. 5422970,

Open: Mo dosed, TuMe: 9-12.30 /28,
Thi26, Fr:912.30/25, Sa: 104

steet 11:b; Tol

1001

FRENCH HONORARY CONSUL, POBox
603, Philipsburg. Tel:(00590) 879989,
Fax: (00590) 879625. E-mail: Stanislas.
GRAIRE@wanadoo Ir

n/St. Martin (USAmiltary),
ot Janet Lembert 5577616 or 00590

590 29440
SKALCLUB ST MARRTENST WARTIN
meets 1st Tuesday of the month. For

POLICE MUNICIPALE
tel. (00590) 590 87.50.04
GENDARMERI

tel. (00590) 590 87.50.10
FIRE DEPARTI

tel. (00590) 590 87.50.08
AMBULANCE

COAST , (24 HRS): 113
LEGAL AID CENTER, Law Clic, open
every Saturday 900am - 12.00 noon
Free advise on personal legal issues,
Ao Euiding e 42283

ROSS, IAARTEN
ChAPTER 2as - Cel oo nse) 34
Airport Road Simpson Bay, Tel. 54-52333 /
2304, Fax. 54-55263
Emai: theredcross@caribserve.net.
SALVATION ARMY Urion Rd 59 Cole Bay
POBoBiB4 TelocShibiod ool 5477555
Sun 9:00am, Tue 7:00pm, Wed 6:30pm, Thu
7:00pm, Sat 4:00pm
STMAARTEN CHAPTER OF BUSIESS
AND PROFESSIONAL WOMEN holds
their general monihly meetings every third
Monday at the Delt Hotel 2t 700 pm.
DIABETES FOUNDATION OF ST. MAARTEN,
Free blood-glucose testing every Thursday
flom 500 - 630 p.m. at the Phiipsburg
Pharmacy  Voges  street,  Philpsburg

Cel. (00590) 690 57-13-28
Fax. (00590) 590 29-08-11
HOSPITAL te. (00590) 590 52 25 25
D\SPENSNRE Marigot

an.-pm- 10500/ 500875093
DPENGARE O
Bam-3pm ol (00560 590875721
CR.OSS. (Center, Research, Organization,
Rescue, Securty) is on stand by 24 hours at
0596 709292
SERVICE CLUBS
ROTARY Ciub St. MartinNord meefing
at Flamboyant Hotel, Baie Nettie every
Thursday at 8:00 - 10:00 p.m.
LIONS First and trird Tuesday at Nadailac,
Marigotat 7.30 pm.
KIWANES: Soe St st
MUSEUM ST.
Facing the gmnd palkmg at Marina Royele

rigot. Open from 10am to 4pm, cosect
Saturdeys & Sundays. e, (00590)590 20.22.84.
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Local company discovers

virus on airport website
~ Google blacklists PJIA site ~

PHILIPSBURG-Local net-
work security firm Secure Tech
International (STI) and young
local ~entreprencur  Gienton
Pantophlet ~ discovered ~ and
analysed an embedded virus
on the Princess Juliana Iner-
national Airport Website.

As a consequence of the
embedded virus, Google has
blacklisted the site as unsafe
for Web surfers. Google has a
lengthy list of rules for Web-
site owners about what is and
isn't acceptable, and makes

Two trucks pass side-by-side on the corner to demonstrate that the corner can be made if
driven correctly.

Cole Bay roundabout adjusted,
truckers can make safer furn

COLE BAY-Trucks pulling
forty-foot containers and
other heavy equipment now
can safely clear the corner
onto Union Road com-
ing out of the new round-
about, after adjustments
were made and instructions
given on how to utilise the
roundabout.

A demonstration for the
media of how heavy equip-
ment drivers should make
the turn was held yesterday
by the Department New
Projects Development and
Planning. As reported on
Monday, truck drivers in
particular  were  instinc-
tively avoiding driving over
the red-bricked area on the
turn because of the raised
bricks.

Instead, they made wide
turns into oncoming traffic
to avoid this area and con-
sequently created a danger-
ous problem. One trucker
told The Daily Herald he
avoided driving over the
bricks because he thought
it was part of the beautifi-
cation and the raised bricks
meant “no driving.”

In response, Commission-
erin charge of Public Works
Theo Heyliger instructed
the department and con-
tractor Windward Roads to
lower the raised bricks to
the level of the road.

Once this was done, the
truckers could use that por-
tion of the road more eas-
ily to make sharper turns
and avoid oncoming traf-

fic. Department head Kurt
Ruan said the way truck-
ers had been avoiding the
bricked area and creating a
dangerous problem indeed
had been an eye-opener
when the roundabout was
opened.

He explained that truck-
ers always could have used
the bricked area to make
the turn, but apparently did
not know this. He said the
department thought it was

important to demonstrate
to the truck drivers how
to best utilise their driv-
ing skills coming out of the
roundabout.

The demonstration fea-
tured two trucks, one com-
ing into the roundabout,
the other exiting and mak-
ing the turn. “We saw that
if drivers make the turn
correctly, there should not
be any problems with the
roundabout,” Ruan said.

Lab Services thieves
get community service

PHILIPSBURG--Reynaldo
Ashton Wilson (18) and Car-
los Ramon Dilone (19), who
broke into St. Maarten Labo-
ratory Services attempting to
steal computer  equipment

were sentenced to community
service, in court Wednesday.
‘Wilson was present to receive

years’ probation and 100 hours
community service. Prosecutor
Rienk Mud described Wilson
as a first-time offender who
had already paid back half of
the cost of the damage inflict-
ed on the building during the
break-in.

Mud said, “He looks like he’s
of good will.” However, he told
Wilson that if he appeared in
court again he would be in se-
rious trouble. When asked by

e
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AIRCONDITIONING HOSE

Tired of lgaking and expensive A/C hose?
*  @et the best A/C hose and fittings an the market.

COMMERGIAL

INDUSTRIAL MARINE

30% discountsd on AT hose repair with this coupon.
37 WELLINGTON ROAD, COLE BAY, TEL; (S99} 544 4733/5631

Judge Monique Keppel why he
had carried out this heist, Wil-
son was at a loss for words.

Dilone was not present at the
sentencing and was noted to
have been involved in other
similar cases. He was sentenced
to two months conditional jail
time with three years’ proba-
tion and 120 hours of commu-
nity service.

the of breaching
its guidelines clear. This could
include the site being removed
entirely from Google’s index.

STI Network Security Analyst
Alston Lourens explained that
when a visitor to PJIAs site
clicked on a link at
www.pjiac.com , any current
updated antivirus programmes
detected a “Trojan” embedded
in the HTML code.

On receiving the report of this
occurrence, STI conducted fur-
ther investigations and analysis
of the Website. “We were able
to confirm that indeed a rather
rare, but troublesome and
potentially dangerous virus is
embedded in the code of the
Website,” Lourens said.

“The “Trojan’ spreads  its
damage by first infecting Web
designer’s PCs. Once an unex-
pected Web designer’s PC is
infected, all HTML documents
(Web pages) on that PC be-
come infected with some em-
bedded ‘iframe’ code. When
these Web pages are uploaded,
any unprotected user simply
viewing or browsing the Web-
site will also be infected,” he
added. Lourens said Avira, a
worldwide leading supplier of
self-developed security solu-
tions for professional and pri-
vate use, advised companies
that owned infected sites like
PJIA to take them offline, fix
the hole (on the server), check
the pages for infections, clean
them and go online again.

Quality tires fol fess!

Lowest price guaranteed
101 ATh 111dge Rogd | St. Mgorten N.A.
Tel: {509} 1143

E-mall:carvail

Tel.: 544-4592

24 Hour Services | 7 Days
Call: 523-4342

OFFSHORE COMPANY INCORPORATION

Anguilla & Nevis

Full range of

ion and trust services

Legal advice available through leading law firm, Webster Dyrud Mitchell

First Anguilla Trust Company Limited
Telephone: +1 264 461 8800
Fax: +1 264 461 8880
Email: information@firstanguilla.com

Web designers who do not
identify and delete such viruses
right away can possibly infect
all of their own websites, which
may number in the hundreds,
and subsequently pass it on to
other site developers that may
infect their sites, collectively

fecting thousands of sites.

The Daily Herald understands
that PJIA is aware of the prob-
lem and probably will issuc its
own release and explanation in
the next few days. This could
not be confirmed by press time
on Wednesday.

Production delay

A/HIN1

THE HAGUE--Dutch Min-
ister of Public Health Ab
Klink will be getting in touch
with his Antillean colleague
Omayra Leeflang shortly, to
inform her of the delay in the
production of the vaccine for
the A/HINI viru

Klink had ordered 34 mil-
lion Tamiflu vaccines, enough
to vaccinate all citizens of the
Dutch Kingdom, including
the Netherlands Antilles and

vaccine

Aruba, twice. However, the
production of the vaccine is
not what it should be, so the
vaccines will be delivered in
two batches.

The first batch of 6 to 10
million vaccines should ar-
rive in late October and the
rest, possibly, in November.
Klink will be discussing the
consequences of the delay in
production for the islands.

Curacao

for meetings today

PHILIPSBURG--Con-
stitutional ~ Affairs Com-
oner William Marlin
heads to Curagao this af-
ternoon for a meeting of
the Ministerial Steering
Group on Constitutional
Affairs. Marlin told the
press Wednesday that St.
Maarten had hardly been
represented at these ses-
sions, a situation that the
new government was aim-
ing to change.

Former Commissioner
now Opposition Leader

Sarah Wescot-Williams had
hardly ever attended these
meetings, held once weekly,
and attended by the Coun-

amait

HAS

aling.com

MUFFLER

< hen

* MESTALLATION

« PERFORMANCE
MUFFLER & CROME TIPS

cil of Ministers and the Cu-
racao Island Governmel
he added. If the island was
represented at all, it was by
an advisor, Marlin claimed.

For the past two weeks,
the commissioner and oth-
er government representa-
tives have not attended the
meeting in person, but have
participated via teleconfer-
ence.

Marlin, Finance Commis-
sioner Xavier Blackman
and three or four advisors
will be in Curagao next
Friday for the preparatory
meeting for the Kingdom
Steering Group Meeting
planned for September 30.

Meat Loaf,
Baked Potato &

N\

ELL’S

MUFFLER & SERVICE CENTER

HASSELL FREE SERVICE
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plaque for participating in the Rotary event.

Wlllza% Marlin w(’lyh';c‘l in on the decision to call
parliamentary elections in January 2010, during the Rotary luncheon on Wednesday. He
gave an insight into whether St. Maarten should participate in the elections, whether it was
wrong or illegal to hold elections, and what the consequences would be if St. Maarten did
not participate. He also fielded questions from Rotarians. Marlin was presented with a

Sheriff Security Force N.V.

One of the leading security companies on St. Maarten,
Sheriff Security Force N.V. is looking for motivated and
disciplined . )

Security Officers

For Immediate Hiring
Successful applicants must possess the following:

> Sound Secondary Education
> Fit and Healthy

> Between 25-50 years of age

> Must be Antillean or have valid working papers
> Experience would also be an asset.

Please send your resume to usprott@gmail.com or fax to
(599) 542-1559

Benefits Include: Aractive Salary
Full Time Employment
Medical and Social Insurance
Training
Opportuniti
ladder of su

for climbing the
s

Come and join the fastest growing, service-oriented com-
pany on the island.

LIAT passengers
de-planed as
precauvtionary
measure

ANTIGUA--A  fluorescent
light end connector on a
LIAT plane overheated caus-
ing smoke in the cabin as the
aircraft was about to depart
Antigua for St. Maarten and
Tortola Wednesday morning.

Central Committee meeting
for today instead of PCCA

~ William: Sarah should resign as PCCA head ~

PHILIPSBURG--Island
Council members will be
updated on constitutional

developments and  the
make-up of delegations
attending  the prepara-

tory and Kingdom Political
Steering Group meetings in
Curagao this month, during
a Central Committee meet-
ing today, Thursday.

The meeting requested
by the National Alliance
(NA)Heyliger ~ coalition
was originally supposed to
be a meeting of the Perma-
nent Committee for Con-
stitutional Affairs (PCCA),
also comprised of all Island
Council members.

However, Constitutional
Affairs Commissioner Wil-
liam Marlin told the press
Wednesday ~ that, after
“some research,” it had
been confirmed that Op-
position Democratic Party
(DP) leader Island Coun-
cilwoman Sarah Wescot-

calling itself a “vigorous op-
position,” but it is clear that
it is only criticising work it
left incomplete, undone or
never began, he continued.

Call for resignation

‘Wescot-Williams had told
the press last week that
she had requested a meet-
ing of the Political Steering
Group, explaining that she
had opted not to ask for a
PCCA meeting because she
was still Chairwoman - a
post that had been given to
the then leader of the larg-
est party represented in the
Island Council.

Asked about this request,
Marlin said none had been
received, and while it was
the “good right” of the for-
mer Constitutional Affairs
Commissioner to request
a meeting via the press,
she “knew the address” of
the Government Building
and that it was the place to
lodge such a request.

Based on the resolution

LI 316, with 37
on board, was taxiing up the
runway when the crew was
alerted of the smell of smoke
in the cabin. As a precau-
tionary measure, the captain
immediately shut down the
aircraft engines and the pas-
sengers were disembarked
and returned to the terminal
building.

The emergency services
arrived on the scene within
minutes. No injuries were re-
ported. LIAT engineers have
since repaired the faulty con-
nector and the aircraft has
been returned to service.

Williams was still PCCA
Chairwoman.
Wescot-Willi has been

“extremely critical” about
PCCA meetings not being
held, but in essence, it is
up to her to get meetings
going, the commissioner
said. She is also behaving
as though the new govern-
ment has not been doing
its job in this respect, as no
PCCA meetings have been
held for the year. DP was in
charge of government until
June 8, and no meeting had
been called up to that time,
Marlin stated.

DP has been constantly
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fully furnished
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Please call 522 6824

the PCCA, the
chairperson is chosen by
the 11 members of the Is-
land Council who form the
PCCA.  Wescot-Williams
had been chosen for the
post about nine years ago.
“We would suggest and
hope that she would resign
from her position to allow
the PCCA to appoint a new
chairperson.”

Marlin suggested that
Wescot-Williams  do  the
correct thing by resigning
as PCCA Head, because
as Commissioner, she had
been busy and hadn’t had
time to hold meetings, and
now she was busy with party
press conferences, once or
twice weekly.

He pointed out that when
the NA/Heyliger coali-
tion had taken office, DP
Island Councilman Petrus
“Leroy” de Weever had
done the “politically ethical
thing” by resigning as Cen-
tral Committee Chairman
to allow the coalition to
appoint a new head. NA Is-
land Councilman and Pa
liamentarian George Pan-
tophlet had been elected
Central Committee Chair-
man in August.

Sharing Information

With regard to providing
information about consti-
tutional  affairs develop-
ments in forums such as
PCCA, Marlin said a lot
of information had been
shared at the beginning of
the process, but now that

the quest for country sta-
tus was grinding into the
final hours and days, there
wasn’t much new.

He thought PCCA meet-
ings should be held every
month to six weeks at this
point, and where possible,
before or after major meet-
ings such as the Kingdom
Political Steering Group
sessions, so positions or de-
cisions could be dealt with.

As for informing resi-
dents directly via town hall
meetings, Marlin said he
believed there was a need
for more information to be
given to the people.

They are already getting
information directly from
the press, sometimes before
the other Island Council
members, because journal-
ists cover major meetings.
He noted that people might
feel they got enough infor-
mation from the press and
wouldn’t find it necessary
to show up for town hall
sessions.

Regarding town hall ses-
sions, he remarked that an
effective way of reaching
people needed to be found,
because people  seemed
more eager to attend a
meeting called by their po-
litical party on an issue than
a town hall session.

“We are working on a cam-
Ppaign ... we are not ready to
release details. Yes, there is
a need to bring more infor-
mation to the public,” the
commissioner said. “In gen-
eral terms, the public is of-
ten less interested because
the arguments tend to be
very academic. They don’t
really understand when you
are talking about certain
agreements being made.
The public really wants to
know how it affects them.”

Press Briefings

The weekly Exceutive
Council ~ Press  Briefing
- a fixture of the former
DP government — became
a thing of the past, several
veeks after the new coali-
tion took over. Marlin said
there was no special reason
for the cancellation of this
one-hour, live forum with
the local press.

Wednesdays have been
an extremely busy day for
commissioners, but they
have been meeting regu-
larly with the press, par-
ticularly if they have had
something of importance to
share, instead of waiting for
just a Wednesday contact,
he added.
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13" annual Dominica World Creole Music Festival scheduled for October 30 to November
1. Dominica’s tourist board has organized two weeks of events around the festival.

Organisers here promofing
Dominica Creole Festival

COLE BAY--Promoters of
this year’s World Creole
Music Festival in Dominica
are selling the event as a
multicultural  fun-for-the-
family regional event.

Organisers have planned
three nights of concerts
and scheduled more than
two weeks of other events
around the 13" annual fes-
tival.

The Dominica Festival
Committee (DFC) and the
tourism board want guests
to experience Dominica’s
nature, culture and excur-

sions while enjoying concert
nights. “We really want to
show what Dominica has to
offer as a destination,” said
Elizabeth Wayland of the
Dominica Tourism Board.
“There’s never a dull mo-
ment in Dominica; there’s
so much to do, so much to
see.”

The big draw between Oc-
tober 30 and November 1 is
the triple treat of concerts
featuring big name per-
formers of zouk, soca and
Dominica’s original music
style. Performers this year

Duncan: Resigning
won't stop elections

PHILIPSBURG--Consti-
tutional ~ Affairs Minister
Roland Duncan (NA) has
stated very clearly he is
not in favour of parliament
elections set for January but
sees it as counterproductive
to resign from his post over
the matter.

There has been talk in the
community that the minis-
ter should “come home” in
protest of Prime Minister
Emily de Jongh-Elhage an-
nouncing elections without
consulting the Council of
Ministers or her coalition
partners.

Commenting on t]
can said it will make abso-
lutely no difference if he
resigns because if he does
resign and breaks up the
coalition, elections would
still go ahead.

Instead, it is better to reg-
ister his discontent and con-
tinue working on getting all
the necessary legislations
and tasks in place to ensure
St. Maarten and Curagao

are ready for their people’s
desired status of countries
within the kingdom.

There is “no quarrel” in
the coalition about the
elections issue, he added.
Parties that had favoured
a postponement to allow
the constitutional process
to be completed, like him,
have registered their senti-
ment but work continues as
sual.
here is no thought or
feeling to break up the
coalition. The focus is on
getting the work done as
much as possible to meet
the deadlines so the islands
are prepared,” the minister
said.

Initially, there was a po-
litical agreement that elec-
tions would be postponed.
However, this will go ahead
as required by the constitu-
tion in January because the
Antillean Advisory Council
advised against a postpone-
ment.

=

include MFR Band and
Swingin’ Stars, DLux Band
and Morgan Heritage, and
WCK and Maxi Priest.
Tickets for the concert
nights are EC $120 nightly
or EC $325 for the entire
season.

“The festival will be run-
ning for two weekends this
year. We've been trying
that for the past few years
and we’ve decided to keep
that,” said DFC represen-
tative Val Cuffy.

The festival weeks include
Dominica’s Heritage Day
(October 25), Lime Creole
in the Park (October 26-29)
and the Independence cel-
ebration (November 3-31).
Creole Day (October 30)
features cultural foods and
dress, and helps launch the
festival.

The first night features
Swingin’ Stars, La Perfecta,
MFR Band, Patrick St. Eloi,
Zin and Alan Cave and
Machine-A-Swinger. DLux
Band, Icons of Zouk, Sweet
Mickey, Morgan Heritage,
Triple Kay Band and Carib-
bean Vibes are lined up for
the second night. Domini-
can icons WCK are in the
final night with Cadence
Icons, Maxi Priest, Michele
Hendreson, Roy Cape All-
Stars and Nature Boys.

Local promoter Francisco
Machado, who has organ-
ised Latin and Zouk shows
ontheisland in recent years,
is helping to promote the
Creole festival on-island.
“We have our own hectic
responsibility to the festival
this year,” Machado said.

More information on the
‘World Creole Music Festi-
val is available on the offi-
cial Website
www.wemfdominica.com .

Case of attempted murder
ulilising SUV dismissed

PHILIPSBURG--Oranje
School teacher Glenda Ma-
ria Mussen (41), accused
of attempted manslaughter
when she almost ran over
her brother with an SUV
on July 13, was dismissed of

her brother, Mussen said at-
tempting to drive her SUV
became a challenge.

She called for another
brother to come and drive
her. However, she said he
did not hat she

the charge in court Wednes-
day.

Although she explained
to judge Monique Keppels
that she had only used her
SUV as a shield of protec-
tion against her enraged
brother, Prosecutor Rienk
Mud was convinced other-
wise.

Mussen explained in de-
tail a family dispute which
sparked her brother’s at-
tack on her, where during
the assault he boxed her in
her head as well as kicked
her several times. With

was indicating to him of her
current state of health. De-
ciding then to continue en
route up Front Street, her
initial brother who started
the attack started throwing
bricks at the SUV, where at
a certain point one brick
sent through the window
hit her on her back, causing
scars which she still has.

At this point, turning her
SUV in the direction of her
brother in what Mussen ex-
plained was an attempt to
shield herself, her brother
pitched yet another rock

inter

»

neighbour ning,
the ruction between Mus-
sen and her brother was
stopped.

Before deciding to get in
her car and drive to the
police station, Mussen said
she tried to contact police,
but to no avail. Being a dia-
betic and feeling week from
the blows she received from

through the windshield hit-
ting her in her head before
she became unconscious
and crashed into a wall. At
this point, Mussen said, her
brother jumped onto the
bonnet of the SUV.

While Mussen’s brother
claims that she deliberately
attempted to kill him and
that he suffered pain to his

hip as well bruises on his
right arm and toes, Mussen
accused her brother of ly-
ing. She stated that the day
after the incident he was his
normal self, riding his bike
through the neighbourhood
and ranting about his inten-
tions to get her fired from
her job.

Mussen, a mother of four
whose health has wors-
ened since the incident, as
a result cannot get back
to her post at the Oranje
School; moreover, she told
the judge she is currently
homeless, choosing to stay
away from her home on
Front Street, the same area
her brother resides.

Dismissing the case, Judge
Keppels noted that it ap-
pears Mussen’s family has a
history of disputes with this
incident just being another
one. Prosecutor Mud ques-
tioned, however, why Mus-
sen did not leave the scene
in haste to avoid the brick-
throwing by her brother
and the destruction of two
other cars when Mussen
crashed her SUV.

Monday to
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WE BUY GOLD
FOR CASH

Bring in your Gold 10k, 14k, 18k, 22k, 24k Coins,
Bullion, Watches, Old or Broken Jewelry,
Unwanted Jewelry, Earrings, Necklaces, Tie Tacks,
Rings, Old Wedding Rings, Chains, Bracelets,
or other Gold items.

Your Old Jewelry could be worth thousands of
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Highest CASH Paid!
Let it sit or use the CASH?

Convert your old, unwanted jewelry to CASH!
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Rotaract, Rotary fo assist youth associations
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Members of French side service clubs Roiary and Rotaraci met with board members of
Agrément Youth in Action (AYA) on Thursday. From left: Rotary Club’s René-Jean Du-
ret, Rotary President Jasmine Sally, AYA President Gérald Delisca-Jourdan, and Rotaract
President Vincent Seasseau.

MONDAY SEPT. 14TH

arWIB ILLIDGE RD.
FROM 9:30AM-3:30PM

MARIGOT--Officials from
Rotaract Club and Rotary
Club St. Martin Nord met
with members of the asso-
ciation Agrément Youth in
Action (AYA) on Thursday
as part of a series of infor-
mative sessions to enlighten
youth associations on the
work and help that the two
service clubs can provide.

It was also an occasion to
formally introduce to the
press Rotaract’s new presi-
dent for the 2009-10 year,
Vincent Seasseau.

Rotary Club’s René-Jean
Duret and President Jas-
mine Sally were present to
explain the work of Rotary

Rates as low as 3 88%'Add-

(ANNUAL PERCENTAGE RATE &.83)

LOANS ON THE SPOT
EVERY THURSDAY
FROM 5PM-8PM

Club, both internationally
and locally.

AYA President Gérald
Deliscar-, Jnurdan noted
his comprising

Rotaract Public Relations
Officer Patrick Hénocq said
Rotaract’s main goal was
to develop leadership and

some 34 members, had been
in existence for six years and
continued to be very ac-
tive. Developing the youth
through basketball has al-
ways been a primary focus
in Agrément and three play-
ers from the community are
currently playing for na-
tional teams in France, he
added.
Deliscar-Jourdan said AYA
had at least three projects
to work on for the upcom-
ing season that he hoped
would receive the support
of Rotaract and Rotary.
One of these is “St. Martin
Back in the Day,” a project
to chronicle the life experi-
ences of elderly citizens so
the youth can better under-
stand their culture and heri-
tage. Another is a workshop
for unemployed persons to
learn how to make a movie.
Vincent Seasseau said the
meeting had been important
for all three organisations
to share knowledge of how
each operated, in order to
become stronger together.

among  the
youlh.

“Our aim this year is to
work together with as many
youth associations as pos-
sible,” he said.

Rotary President Jasmine
Sally said the youth were
close to the heart of Rotary
as it was in everyone’s inter-
est to help “the future lead-
ers of St. Martin.”

René-Jean Duret noted
it was important to know a
national Rotary Fund was in
place to help with projects,
providing the local Rotary
Club can absorb the initial
25 per cent cost of the proj-
ect. A further 25 per cent

an be solicited from other
international clubs and the
remaining 50 per cent will
be paid out of the national
Rotary Fund to complete
the project.

One of the most important
Rotary programmes geared
to the youth is the Rotary
Youth Leadership Awards
(RYLA) for young people
between 14 and 30 aspiring
to become leaders.

Rotarians reading
to children on Sat

PHILIPSBURG--Rotar-
fans plan to celebrate In-
ternational Literacy Day by
reading to children at the
library this weekend.

Members of Rotaract Club
of St. Maarten Sunrise, Ro-
tary Club of St. Maarten
Sunrise and St. Dominic
Interact Club will entertain
youngsters with stories at
Philipsburg Jubilee Library
for three hours on Satur-

No indication or clarifica-

tion was provided by gov-
ernment as to how broadly
the word “investment” was
viewed and what exactly an
“investment” entailed.

Additionally, the investor
must deposit NAFf. 50,000
guilders per year in the
crime-fighting fund of the
island upon which he/she
wishes to establish the in-
vestment.

The investor will be al-
lowed to stay a maximum
of 120 days per year in the
Antilles and will have to
secure sickness insurance
coverage similar to the cov-
erage SVB provides, from a

Literacy Day was Tuesday,
September 8.

Club members will read
from 11:00am to 1:00pm
and students will “receive
a token of appreciation at
the event for their active
participation.”

“The club encourages
parents to bring their kids
along for an educational
and memorable day,” a
release from the club said
Wednesday.

Continued from page 1.

renowned insurance com-
pany.

The ministerial decree re-
garding the investor permit
states that these investors
should benefit Antillean
interests by bringing in for-
eign currency, stimulating
the economy and also by
contributing to the com-
munity through investment
in real estate on the vari-
ous Antillean islands. The
regulation has been geared
towards independent en-
treprencurs,  “knowledge
immigrants and foreigners™
who stimulate the economic
development of the islands.
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Maria says wrong decision on
e-zone could distort economy

PHILIPSBURG--Council-
woman Maria Buncamper-
Molanus has cautioned the
Executive Council not to
act without properly evalu-
ating the pros and cons of
establishing ~ geographical
zones

2007-2011, appeared in the
local media in August when
the present commissioner
of economic affairs met
with a group of interested
business people.

“Fallmg, undcr lhc umbrel-
la of the DP

to establishing economic
zones (e-zones) in particu-
lar service areas.

The wrong decision, she
said, could distort the econ-
omy to such an extent that
instead of generating more
employment and revenues,
the contrary takes place.
Buncamper-Molanus  was
referring to the idea of
establishing an  e-zone
(economic zone) on St.
Maarten.

She advised the present
Executive Council not to
try and re-invent the wheel
and to stop wasting precious
human resources and time.
“It must be emphasized
that precious resources
have already been invested
in research, reports, and
the NA/Heyliger Exccutive
Council should not sim-
ply discard this investment
made because the process
was initiated by the Demo-
cratic Party Government,”
she said.

She added that the draft
legislation should be pre-
sented to the Island Coun-
cil and should the present
Executive Council choose
not to do so, the Democrat-
ic Party faction will.

The issue, which the Coun-

Executive Council already
did the necessary research
and received a report from
KPMG regarding this top-
ic. The DP Government
also had the previously
mentioned  diversification
study done in which finan-
cial services were listed as
a feasible economic activity
among others,” the Coun-
cilwoman said.

In February of this year,

interest in establishing an
economic zone for trans-
shipments for the purpose
of being competitive.

In addition, she continued,
the American University of
the Caribbean, represented
by attorney Suzy Romer,
met with the DP Execu-
tive Council to discuss their
interest in applying for an
economic zone for this edu-
cational institution as they
approached the end of their
tax holiday.

“Parallel to this, far reach-
ing discussions were held
with  Soualiga Develop-
ment Group who submitted
a proposal to Government
to help St. Maarten prepare

Molanus, then Commis-
sioner of Economic Affairs,
travelled to Curaao with
among others the Director
of Economic Research and
Development on a fact-
finding mission and met
with the relevant persons in
this field in Curagao includ-
ing the State Secretary Alex
Rosaria
She said it was about creat-
ing an attractive tax envi-
ronment.

“Finding our niche was
the recommendation given
from all corners when it
comes to developing our fi-
nancial services. We should
be cautious not to copy
Curagao or anyone else for
that matter, as St. Maarten
has its own unique market,”
she said.

il quickly
was a DP initiative outlined
in its governing program

She further explained that
the harbour, through its
chairman, expressed the

No head chosen yet for
Constitutional Bureay

PHILIPSBURG--The Na-
tional Alliance (NA)/Hey-
liger coalition still has to
make a decision about
replacing the head of Bu-
reau Constitutional Affairs
(BCA). Head Jeannette
Hagen will take up a post
in a similar capacity in
Curagao as of October 1.

Constitutional =~ Affairs
Commissioner William
Marlin said when asked
about a  replacement

Wednesday that the Execu-
tive Council will deal with
recommendations  submit-
ted by him soon. “No deci-

sion has been made as to
what will happen with the
vacant position.”

This post may be phased,
according to information
gathered, as the island
prepares the organization
structure for Country St.
Maarten.

Hagen’s contact was not
renewed by government at
the end of the three-year
tenure that started in 2006
under the then-Democratic
Party (DP) government. A
main reason for the non-

renewal was apparently an
unfavourable work review.

STEWED PIGTAIL

with rice & peas or white rice,
fried plantain & green salad.
Soups of the day: Pigtail

Coal Pot Café moday’s summer

GRAND BBO, SAT. 0CT. 3RD, 2000 942-0606

Special

Order now:

the of our
very own Bureau Intellec-
tual properties,” Buncam-
per-Molanus said.

“This same group was
also preparing a proposal
for the establishment of an
office that could properly
facilitate businesses inter-
ested in doing business on
St. Maarten within the e-
zone. This would naturally
only be possible after St.
Maarten effectuates  the
federal legislation, the lat-
ter being a rather simple
process of bringing a draft
ordinance to the island
council for approval,” she
added.

The Councilwoman said
the assignment was given
to the Department of Eco-
nomic Development and
Research in May of this year
by the DP Executive Coun-
cil to prepare the draft leg-
islation, making it possible
to establish economic zones
on St. Maarten.

“At the end of the day, the
benefit to the overall econ-
omy must be the primary
objective. This is no simple
subject, but if properly
done can be the solution to
totally changing the labour
market, elevating it to the
level necessary to create job
opportunities  particularly
at middle and high income

|
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Detectives removing items from the home of UPB leader Ramoncito Booi on Tuesday.

Detectives placing confiscated items in a Jeep found at the home of former Minister Carlos

Mercera on Wednesday

ARRESTED

natedinternational criminal
investigation, confiscations
took place at a number of
locations in Curagao, Bo-
naire, Aruba and a couple
of European countries, in-
cluding Holland, Belgium
and Austria.

The Public Prosecutor’s
Office in Holland also dis-
closed that the main
pect in the investigation,
a 39-year-old Dutchman
with the initials W.W, was
arrested on Tuesday. The
prosecutor’s office suspects
that he was on his way to
South America to regulate
another drug shipment to
Holland, via West Africa.

Concerning W.,, El Hage
said he only knew him as a
computer expert and con-
sultant for government. “I

Oceanfront Villa for Sale

coral shore,
two

15-30 Feet from the sea mmﬂ. safe,

lcal
5,

llllehl lr @ atrium, & well ox
uced to USS649,

don’t know what the con-
nection between him and
De Groot is or was,” El
Hage said.

While investigating the
money-laundering practic-
es, a large scale gold smug-
gling ring operating via
Aruba and the Netherlands
Antilles  was uncovered.
This smuggling of gold is re-

| VACANCY JUNURE

Canon

If you believe you havi

English/Dutch an asset

motivated

unique authorized dealer  Busiess Syerma

Business Systems Services, the Official Authorized
Dealer for Canon, is a growing office equipment company
supplylng copiers, printers, fax macl
fun

ion machines, consumables and more
We are looking for additional TECHNICIANS

« LTS or MTS education/diplomas

Network and computer knowledge

Knowledge of office equipment and/or electronics

Good communication and presentation skills and fluent in

The ability to work independently and in a team and are
A valid work permit/Antilleans preferred

A valid driver’s license and own a vehicle

....then you might be the right candidate we are looking for!
Please send, fax or e-mail us your resume with cover letter:

Canon - Business Systems Services
W.J.A. Nisbeth Road #99A, Philipsburg, St. Maarten, N.A.
Fax: 542-2710, E-mail: sales@canonsxmbss.com

Continued from page 1.

lated to an arrest on March
27 this year in the USA.
The detained person is sus-
pected of large-scale drug
trafficking of cocaine out of
Colombia. More than eight
billion US dollars report-
edly passed through the
accounts in the USA which
this person was managing.

B’

es, scanners, multi-
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Consumers need not worry
over new rate adjustments

WILLEMSTAD--Accord-
ing to utility company
Aqualectra, there is no
cause for community con-
cern following recent rate
adjustments. “Nobody will
be charged for something
that he or she did not use,”

the utility company said in a
statement.

After yesterday’s rate
adjustment, the total con-
sumption at the end of the
supply period will be re-
viewed, as usual. Supply
periods vary per consumer

YOUR CHOIC

FOR THE BEST LOCAL AND INTERMATIONAL
NEWS COVERAGE

and do not necessarily coin-
cide with the month.

For example, some periods
run from August 11 to Sep-
tember 10 and others from
September 7 to October 6,
the company pointed out.
In the latter example, the
relevant household or es-
tablishment will be charged
the new rate for the entire
period.

It’s a different case if the
period includes both the
former rate and the new
rate. In that case, Aqualec-
tra will view the consump-
tion at the end of the period
and will charge accordingly.
So if the period runs from
August 11 to September 10,
that’ll be a total of 31 days,
of which 27 days will be
charged at the former rate,
and 4 days at the new rate.

Aqualectra will total the
period consumption and
divide it by 31 to come up
with a daily average. Using
this example, the invoice
amount would be calculat-
ed as follows: 27 x daily av-
erage x “former rate” plus
4 x daily average x “new
rate.”

The aforementioned will
be explained once again on
the next utility invoice.

Windward Islan:

Position overview
. - devel

N.V.GEBE. rejaonsibhe for the production and distribution of electricity in the Dutch
s and the management of water operations in St. Maarten and St.
Eustatius, on behalf of the Island

g\e hMclin'enance Coordinator will report to the Chief of Operations and is responsible
r the:

nance work.

bud;

setup, synct

availability of materials within the Disfribution Department for maintenance work.
drawing up, in consultation with the Operations Department, a multi-year [;)|un and

U
bud;

nize an

nance module

Reﬁ{:iremems:

lum vitae

54-24810.

get for and p
et to the Chief Operations for approval
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to submit such plan an

THE DAILY HERALD, Thursday, September 10, 2009

»

Commissioner William Marlin and officials inspect one of the classrooms at Charles Leop-

old Bell School (from left): Adjunct Director for Public Education Glenderlin Davis

Holi

day, Member of the Academic Support Team Keith Gittens, Commissioner Marlin and his
Executive Assistant Dorothy Lake.

LEOPOLD BELL SCHOOL |ReZZZTZrr 22

The school will reopen
with five classes to accom-
modate 110 pupils ages four
to six years who couldn’t be
placed in the public school
system at the start of the
new academic year. Three
of the classes will house cy-
cle one years one and two
pupils and two classes cycle
one year three pupils.

A smaller number of stu-
dents had already been ac-
cepted at several govern-
ment and government-sub-
sidised schools at the start
of the new school year.

Because of the physical
size of the classrooms and
in keeping with the princi-
ples of Foundation-Based
Education (FBE), each
class will have a maximum
of 22 pupils.

There will be a period of
assessment during the first
few days to determine how
the pupils will be grouped.
Marlin said this would be
done by the teachers, assist-
ed by the speech therapist,
remedial coordinator, the
special education coordina-
tor and the public school
coordinators for math and
English.

Two recently retired teach-
ers with FBE experience
have been recruited to
work at the school. A pub-
lic school educator will also
be transferred to Charles
Leopold Bell School to
teach and to act as coordi-
nator for the five classes.
Interviews were also held
with other teachers on
‘Wednesday.

“We have also identified
one of the social workers in
the public education fam-
ily who will work with the
children for one day. We
also have a speech thera-
pist, who also will visit the
school for one day,” the
commissioner said.

Part of a donation of 300
tables and chairs from Of-
fice World were used to
furnish the classrooms. The
furniture was assembled
by a team from the Public
Works Department. Marlin
said school supplies such as
chalk, books, pencils and
paper, which could not be
ordered for Monday, would
be “borrowed” from exist-
ing schools.

“The other schools have
been approached to assist
in this matter and they have
gladly complied. ... We will
soon place an order for 15
computers which will be
part of the learning mate-
rial necessary for the stu-
dents.”

The progress of the school
will be monitored over the
next few months.

Commissioner Marlin said
some persons who had reg-
istered pupils earlier this
year had said these children
were not yet on island. He
said though that this could
be due to a number of fac-
tors such as the child being
on vacation or the child
having been born here, but
being with family members
abroad.

“You cannot say up front
that it’s a case where — [as
some] people interpret it
— there is a cheap sale on
education in St. Maarten so
let me put a couple of chil-
dren on a flight or a boat
and let me send them to St.
Maarten.”

‘While the exact cost to im-
plement compulsory educa-
tion is not yet known, Mar-
lin’s rough estimate is that
it probably will be in the
vicinity of NAf. 700,000~
900,000 per school year.
This includes material,
salaries, equipment, among
other expenses.

Marlin said government

would continue with the
phased implementation of
compulsory education. He
said while it was difficult
to estimate the number of
undocumented children in
St. Maarten, many of these
children had been born
here.

He also expressed hope
that with the Brooks Tower
Accord now in effect, per-
sons who qualified would
be able to regularise their
status and that of their chil-
dren.

“I hope that by next year
this time we will no longer
be talking about undocu-
mented children,” he s:
“Because of the Brooks
Tower Accord ... persons
who have been living here
for a number of years and
fit the criteria can quality
for residency and apply for
permits and their children
in one shot can be admitted
and we can no longer talk
about undocumented.

“It automatically speeds
up the entire ... issue of
compulsory education, be-
cause between now and the
next school year one will
have a clear picture as to
who the students are, who
are eligible for education
and the number of these
students.

“It is not something that
has to take three or four
years. In the course of the
upcoming school year gov-
ernment should have a
firm grip on who is allowed
to stay and who is not al-
lowed to stay. Those who
are allowed to stay will go
through the proper process
of being documented and
taken up in education pro-
grammes and will be docu-
mented workers who form
part of the SVB [Social
Insurance Bank] and other
such institutions.”
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Scot: Gynaecologist acted irresponsibly

CAY HILL-The decision
by Gynaecologist/Obstetri-
cian Dr. Randall Friday to
accept the  responsibility
to care for the patients of
the two remaining gynae-
cologists as well as those
of midwife Regina Janga
along with his own patients
was “irresponsible” says St.
Maarten Medical Center
(SMMC) General Director
Dr. George Scot.

However, Friday says the
issue is not about gynaeco-
logists taking vacation or
operating in or out of the
SMMC, but one which un-
derscores the “inadequacy”
of the current system and
shows the need for more
eynaccologists and  mid-
wives. He also dismissed
the “irresponsible” charge
saying he was responsible

A number of pregnant
women raised concerns
about weaknesses in the
delivery of women’s health
care on Monday when they
learnt that only one gynae-
cologist - Friday - was avail-
able to tend to the scores
of women with maternal
issues. The remaining two
gynaccologists — Dr. Mi-
chael Petit and Dr. Tjon
Kon Fat - are on vacation,
while the only midwife op-
erating here is out “until
further notice.”

Scot, as well as Head of
Sector Health Care and La-
bour Jorien Wuite, said the
hospital does not regulate
the vacation schedule of
medical practitioners who
are not in service of the
hospital and has no control
over the going and coming

for only their 2
patients.

of 3
They both explained that
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it’s up to the i
specialists to mmsfz.r con-
tinuity of care of their pa-
tients in their absence to
another specialist. “This
something that the In-
spectorate of Health has
been reiterating over the
past couple of years,” said
Wauite.

Scot provided The Daily
Herald  with  correspon-
dences he had received
from both Petit and Tjon
Kon Fat indicating that
they will be proceeding on
vacation and that Friday
would be responsible for
their patients. It was only
after receiving these corre-
spondences that he learnt
upon further enquiry that
the midwife was also on va-
cation until further notice
and that Friday would also
be taking over care of her
patients. Scot said her note
had been posted on the no-
tice board at the hospital.

The correspondences
show that Petit is on vaca-
tion from September 7-15
and Tjon Kon Fat from
August 17 to September 17.
This means that Friday will
be the only gynaecologist
functioning in St. Maarten
for at least one week — Sep-
tember 7 - 15.

Scot said while Petit and
Tjon Kon Fat had com-
plained in a letter to the
media and to the Executive
Council in January 2009
that the workload for night
and weekend calls was too
heavy to be handled by two
gynaccologists, it was not
correct for them to transfer

Dr: George Scot

the continuity of care for
their patients to one doc-
tor.

“Therefore, it was irre-
sponsible for Friday to take
over such a huge respon-
sibility particularly if he
doesn’t have an agreement
with one or more of the
aynaccologists  operating
in French St. Martin,” the
SMMC General Director
said.

He explained that issues
can arise if, for example,
Friday is handling a com-
plicated procedure such as
a problematic caesarean
section and another emer-
gency case pops up. He
said, too, that since Friday
will also be on call from
September 2-20, this action
does not ensure respon-
sible care from the group of
gynaecologists working in
SMMC.

‘Wuite said, “The question
arises whether the continu-
ity of care is guaranteed in

this situation, and I think
that this cannot be a full
yes [because] for one week
one gynaecologist has to be
available 24 hours and has
to attend many patients at
many different possible lo-
cations. [This] can be very
busy, but I understand lhdl

|

decides to retire or don’t
want to work anymore,
what will the hospital do?
They don’t have a contin-
gency plan. What is their
plan’ because if someone
leaves we are in the same
situation? The system is
inadequate. Whoever is re-
sponsible, we can all work
together and solve  this
problem once and for all;
it’s getting redundant,” the
gynaecologist added.
Statistics from SMMC in
2008 show that on average,
18 caesarean sections are
performed monthly and at
least one delivery per day.
“This should have never
happened,” Scot said. “I
am responsible for the con-
tinuity of care for patients
at the hospital. I am not
responsible for someone
when they walk down the
street and something hap-
Continued on page 10

[one of the
is away for only one week.”
Askedwhether he wouldn’t
be overwhelmed by the
amount of work that will be
coming his way and by hav-
ing to be on call around the
clock, Friday said he was
only handling emergencies
and not the everyday pa-
tients of the two gynaccolo-
gists and midwife.
“We need more specialists
and we need more midwives
and who is responsible for
this T don’t know, but the
finger pointing must end.
This problem has been go-
ing on for years. It’s noth-
ing new,” said Friday.

“If Petit or Tjon Kon Fat

| 1jif

Is B 1

By apposntmant ey

brife@'smile

Tel 53! 2740

Pley

WiK with us!

wrth s..

Winning Numbers for
September 11,

ek

PIcK3g
PICKI]

PIC
PICKIR
‘09

Midday
orawt 7385 511
9405

Sunset

Draw# 7256

prawt 7386 0 6 5
praw# 7257 9301
Evening

oraw# 7387 - 2 0 4
praw# 7258 3595

Draw# 337

Results dlsplayed are provided
as a service to the readers of
The Daily Herald and are not

official. Verify al winning
numbers at the Lottery Main
Saies Office.

Players must be 18 or older
to play and win!

www.th ibb

Draw# 004
17 23 28 32 33

Jackpot for next draw

\ 2,200,000.00

y.com

THOUSANDS OF PRIZES
of $50 and over...
Up to 7 ways to win




Islands

SOMETHING
FOR
EVERYONE
EVERY DAY

WEEKENDER B

inean Gy it

TUESDAYS - Everything you need to know about health,
beauty and fitness that affects your daily life. We work
closely with local experts to bring you this supplement.

The ey $Herald

WEDNESDAYS - This publication is aimed towards en-
tertaining and educating the kids. Fun stuff, games, book
reviews...and things to do and make.

T

A
THURSDAYS « Letting you in on what’s Out ‘n About in St.
Maarten. Nightclubs, bars, casinos, dining, fashion, beauty,
artists and events.

e J.]

FRIDAYS - AII the latest TV listings, sports and movies,
daily best bets and more.

EEKENDER

Comes with your SATURDAY paper. A weekend look at
culture, news and business. There’s always the week’s news
in review, book reviews, technology updates and a variety
of in-depth articles.

F] The Daily

‘The leading newspaper covering
St. Maarten and the Antilles.
Bush Road 22, St. Maarten. Tel: 542-5253 Fax: 542-5913

pens to them. But when
you are in the hospital I am
responsible for that,” Scot
explained.

“The system needs to be
regulated. You can have
two structures: one where
doctors and specialists are
in service of the hospital so
that when they go on vaca-
tion the hospital is respon-
sible. Or you have a work-
ing agreement that sets
conditions.”

Scot said all doctors who
started operating at the
Medical Center since he
joined in 2003 are either in
service or have admittance
agreements. Eight medical
practitioners including an
eye specialist, a paediatri-

cian, two psychiatrists, a
dermatologist and two sur-
geons are in service at the
hospital or have admittance
contracts. Six medical prac-
titioners  including  Tjon
Kon Fat and Petit operate
independently and without
an admittance contract.
Scot, as well as Wuite, said
the Inspectorate of Health
in Curagao up until now is
responsible for policing the
delivery of quality health
care. “And if they see that
something is wrong with
the current system then
they have to do something
about it,” Scot said.
“There is a quality law
which states that it's manda-
tory to have an admittance
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Continued from page 9.

contract. We are in the pro-
cess with the specialists to
come to one admittance
contract that is applicable
for all the specialists but as
long as there is none, it is
still their responsibility.”

‘Wuite said the issue is a
challenging one that has
the department’s attention.
She said government is also
looking for another gynae-
cologist and will most likely
be consulting with Friday
on the issue on Wednes-
day. She said, too, that the
situation with the midwife
is unclear and she will be
looking into it.

“If there is something
that needs the attention of
the inspectorate of public
health we will also contact
them to inform them of the
situation and in the mean-
time we have no remedy,”
she said.

Wuite said, too, that there
were about seven gynaeco-
logists operating in French
St. Martin who can also be
tapped. “We shouldn’t al-
ways be behaving as though
we are half of an island,”
she said, adding that the
both sides just have to en-
sure that the necessary
agreements are in place
when help is needed.

In the meantime, preg-
nant women are concerned
about the situation and
hope that their health is
not placed at risk. (Judy H.
Fitzpatrick)
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Prioritised spending helps
debt reduction, says banker

NEVIS --General Manager
of the Bank of Nevis Mr.
Everet Martin says all de-
partments in the Nevis Is-
land Administration (NIA)
should make a concerted
effort to prioritise spending
in pursuit of debt reduc-
tion.

Martin was delivering re-
marks at the third Annual
Consultation on the Econ-
omy on Tuesday under the
theme “Engendering a
prosperous future by cre-
ating stability and growth
through improved gover-
nance”.

“An effective debt manage-
ment strategy must priori-
tize government spending.
An efficient and effective
public expenditure man-
agement programme must
include a consistent mac-
roeconomic framework in
presenting the budget, ef-
fective control mechanisms
on overall expenditure and

a budget reporting system
that produces reliable, com-
prehensible and transparent
and timely data,” he said.

Martin also said the Pub-
lic Sector Investment Plan
(PSIP) needed to be re-
viewed to ensure that funds
were expended on high in-
come generating projects
to boost employment.

He also pointed to the
need for the use of pro-
posal appraisal techniques
in the determination of
which projects should be
executed.

In relation to tax reform,
Martin contended that crit-
ical consideration should
be given to reform the tax
system, making it one which
would not impede growth.

He proposed a system
which included a corporate
income tax with a rate that
was uniform and moderate.

“Accordingly, government
should expedite the intro-

duction of the new Corpo-
rate Tax Act; the introduc-
tion of the Value Added Tax
(VAT) with one rate and
minimal exemptions. Such
a system must include a
simplified regime for small
tax payers.

“The introduction of a
more transparent regime
for the granting of tax con-
cessions [and] an effective
tax administration  that
facilitates ‘voluntary com-
pliance’ [that] effectively
monitors tax payments and
promptly follows up on late
payment or non payment,”
he said.

Students of the Maria Immaculata Lyceum (MIL) in Curacao put their skills to the test
and displayed several delicious dishes they created at school for the public. Parents, friends
and the general public were offered the opportunity to purchase the food items. The funds
raised from the sales will go towards various school projects.

COME vIsSIT YouR JMME STORE TODAY!

Richardson gets 2 years
for attempted murder

PHILIPSBURG--Carlos Alfonso Richardson (27) was
sentenced to two years’ imprisonment Wednesday for at-
tempted manslaughter.

He had fired several random shots with a nine-millime-
tre gun in the vicinity of Milton Peters College in June in
a dispute over fees owed to him by a peer to whom he was
selling his car,

Richardson attempted to convince Judge Monique Kep-
pels that his intentions that day had not been to shoot at
the person with whom he had a dispute. However, witness
statements were to the contrary, describing Richardson
as a devil during his actions, clearly attempting to shoot
at his peer.

According to Richardson, the dispute had started over
the use of his car when he had instructed the person to
whom he was in the process of selling the car not to allow
another young man with whom Richardson had a conflict
to drive the car.

His peer’s disobeying his request had sparked his rage,
Richardson said, and he had been further provoked when
his peer had dared him to take measures for his allowing
the other young man to drive the car. Richardson said
that in frustration he had decided the best solution would
be to destroy the car, a move Prosecutor Rienk Mud de-
scribed as “stupid.”

Richardson’s method of attempting to destroy his car
was to fire shots at it while many individuals, including
young children, were in close proximity. Judge Keppels
noted this as bad judgement, having caused several lives
to be put in danger.

Prosecutor Mud the charges of man-
slaughter and possession of an illegal firearm proven, to
which Judge Keppels agreed. Mud added that Richardson’s
criminal record gave a view of his lifestyle, including the use
of firearms in the manner he had used one that day.
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Government, private sector partner

NEVIS--Bank of Nevis
General Manager Everet
Martin says government’s
partnership with the pri-
vate sector is imperative to
engender future prosperity.
Martin was addressing the
Third Annual Consultation
on the Economy hosted by
the Nevis Island Adminis-
tration (NIAs) Ministry of
Finance on Tuesday.
“While there are public
goods such as education,
health and road develop-
ments which are better left
to government for devel-
opment, there are growth
areas that should be left to
the private sector.
“Without the engagement
of the private sector, initia-
tives targeting tained
growth may be significantly
delayed. Accordingly, gov-
ernment must share its
strategic development plan
with the private sector ...
The establishment of ‘think
tanks’ which include the
private sector should be es-
tablished,” he said.
However, the private sec-
tor should not wait on gov-
ernment but instead identi-
fy areas of development to
participate in, he added.

Islands

Everet Martin

Martin listed a number of
initiatives and made rec-
ommendations to the NIA
which he said were intend-
ed to identify some growth
areas, which would lead to
a stable economic environ-
ment and sustained future
prosperity.

Among the issues he ad-
dressed were debt manage-
ment, government expendi-
ture, tax reform, civil service
reform, tourism, the off-
shore sector, non-traditional
growth areas and improved
governance, which he said
would serve no purpose un-
less there was public trust and
confidence in government.

“There is a need to re-
view public sector pro-

ductivity. An audit of the
jobs in government needs
to be conducted and job
descriptions revised with
specific performance re-
quirements and account-
ability,” he stressed.

He continued: “Further,
there is need for enhanced
financial reporting, both
outward and internal. Such
reporting must include
parliament, ministers, gov-
ernment officials, the elec-
torate, tax payers and the
general public. Transpar-
ency and openness would
not only improve general
corporate governance but
build public trust and con-
fidence,” he said.

Martin also stressed that
fostering an economy,
based on his proposed ini-
tiatives, could not succeed
in the absence of effective
corporate governance in
the public sector, or the
collective will and partner-
ship between the private
sector and government.

He said that both the gov-
ernment and the private
sector should  collectively
continue to strive to keep
Nevis “nice.”
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AGENDA

ST. EUSTATIUS
Police Station 182333
Emergency 111
Hot Line 108
r.re Department 120
1182211/182371

Foundation Muscum 182255
Winair Office 182362

Lions Club meets every 1st and
3rd Wednesday at the “Den

next o the Airport

Drug Prevention Foundation
meets every Tuesday 5:30pm at
the Golden Era Hotel
Coastguard NA&A 113

St. Eustatius National parks:
Gallows Bay: 318 2884

Police Station
‘The Bottom, tel. 4163237
Fmergenu 112

|

Thr Bottom, tel. 4163288/4163289
Fire Department Airport

Flat Point tel. 4162210

SATEL

‘The Bottom, tel. 4163211
WINAIR, Airport
Hn\ Poin, tel. 41622:

2713

rm Poin. t
Administr: mmn Building
‘The Bottom,
4|mn/4mm2/a|wn
Tourist Office
Windwardside, tel. 4162231
Harbour Office

Fort Bay, tel. 4163294
Saba Marine Park

Fort Bay, tel. 4163205
Nature & Hm uide
James Johns

The Botom, ¢, 4163307
Service Clul
Saba Lions Club general
meeting every Ist and 3rd
Tuesday 8:00 p.m. at Eugenius
A. Johnson Center,
Coastguard NARA 113
Red Cross

General meeting every last
Monday, 6 p.m, Eugenius A
Johnson Center.

ANGUILLA

EMERGENCY
Police 91 1

Fire 9)
r\mlmlance 9l

‘Tourism Department 497 2759
Crimestoppers 0800 7777777
AIRLINES

ican Eagle 497 3501
Winair 497 2748

Liat 497 5000

Tyden Air 497 2719

Air Anguilla 497 2643

‘Trans Anguilla 497 §690
CCOURIER SERVICE

DHL 497 3400

Fderl Expres 497 2719

UPS 497
SERVICE | UBS
Rotary Club of Anguilla
Roy’s Restaurant 6:00 p.m. -
8:00 p.m. Every Thursday
Soroptimist International
Day Care Centre

4.30 p.m. 2nd Tuesday

in cach month Tel: 497 3509

The Valley Primary School

Istand 3rd Tuesday at 8.00 p.m,

Tel: 497 6259

National Council of Women

Arts and Craft Centre

4.30 p.m. st Monday in month,

Interact Club of Anguilla

Meets every Friday at 315
od

m.

ool
Alcoholic Anon\mlms meetings
every Sunday at 8:30 am and
Monday at 5:00 pm on Shoal
Bay picnic area

BES islands to step out of St Maarten treaty

THE HAGUE--The Dutch
Government is proposing
to cancel the 1994 treaty
between the Netherlands
and France dealing with
control of persons at Prin-
cess Juliana Airport, on be-
half of Bonaire, Saba and
St. Eustatius (BES islands).

A proposal to this extent is
included in the draft legis-
lation dealing with treaties
affecting the BES islands
when they become part of
the Netherlands as “public
entities.” The Dutch Parlia-
ment’s approval will be nec-
essary to apply the treaties
to the BES islands after the
transition.

Approval is also necessary
to cancel two specific trea-
ties, of which the treaty reg-
ulating control of persons
at St. Maarten’s airport is
one. Dutch Foreign Affairs
Minister Maxime Verhagen
submitted the law proposal,
covering some 80 treaties
and agreements, to the Sec-
ond Chamber on Wednes-
day.

According to the proposal,
the validity of the treaty on
control of persons at air-
ports in St. Maarten, signed
in Paris in May 1994, is
limited to St. Maarten. As
such, it is not necessary for

the BES islands to be part-
ners to this treaty.

The Dutch Government
is also secking to cancel a
treaty for the BES islands
dealing with the possibility
of seamen with Spanish na-
tionality entering the Neth-
erlands Antilles without a
visa or permit. The treaty
will no longer be relevant
when the BES islands be-
come part of the Nether-
lands, as citizens of the
European Union, of which
Spain is a member, don’t
need a visa to enter Dutch
territory.

The treaties for which the
Dutch Government is seek-
ing approval on behalf of the
BES islands concern protec-
tion of military data, protec-
tion of cultural heritage in
case of armed conflict, re-
gional cooperation and ex-
change of information in the
area of Customs, protection
of intellectual and indus-
trial property, and fisheries,
among other issues.

They further address in-
ternational cooperation in
penal such as extra-
dition, mutual legal assis-
tance and transfer of sen-
tenced persons; combating
of corruption, fraud and
money laundering; interna-

Commissioner Kamp

tional procedures for civil
servants; exchange of civil
registries’ data; the met-
i ; the European
sea transport of
ensur-

EL

Charter;
nuclear materi;
ing that BES residents can
travel to certain countries

without a visa; equal rights
for women; and refugees.

There are four categories
of treaty involved, for the
BES islands. The first con-
cerns treaties valid for both
the Netherlands and the
Netherlands Antilles. The
second concerns those that
are only applicable to the
Netherlands  Antilles and
that must remain valid in
the BES islands.

The third category con-
sists of treaties that were
approved and ratified for
the Netherlands, but not
for the Netherlands Antil-
les, and which will become
applicable to the BES i
lands. The law proposal h:
to make it possible to apply
this third category to the
BES islands. The integra-
tion of the BES islands into
the Netherlands doesn’t
mean that all treaties ap-
proved and ratified by the
Netherlands automatically
apply to the BES islands.
Internationally, this is not a
requirement.

The fourth category con-
cerns treaties that were ap-

proved by both the Nether-
lands and the Netherlands
Antilles, but of which only
part was ratified by the
Netherlands and not in the
Netherlands ~ Antilles, in
anticipation of implemen-
tation legislation. Some of
these treaties will become
applicable to the BES is-
lands.

Itis the intention to inform
the depositaries (trustees)
of multilateral treaties and
the other parties in bilat-
eral treaties, of the appli-
cation to the BES islands
of treaties already valid for
the Netherlands Antilles,
around the transition date,
October 2010.

Two break into elderly couple’s

home, police hold one suspect

ST. EUSTATIUS--Police
here have detained one
suspect and are hunting
for another, who they
believe can assist them
in their investigations
into a robbery commit-
ted at the home of an
elderly couple, Tuesday
night.

Police said the suspect
now in custody was held
‘Wednesday with stolen
merchandise on him. He
was being interrogated

when she looked up she
saw two young men ap-
proaching her from the
bedroom. They had
scarves over their heads
50 she couldn’t see their
faces. They brandished a
knife.

“They first asked me
where my husband was,
and then said they want-
ed money and wouldn’t
hurt me if I cooperated.
T said T didn’t have any
large amount of money

got the impression that if
they had found an ATM
card, they would have
threatened me until I
gave them a pin num-
ber. But I had no such
thing.”

She said the young men
stayed about 20 minutes
in the house, opening
drawers in her home of-
fice and in her bedroom
and throwing the con-
tents around. They took
her digital camera. Fi-

Subscribe to
“The Daily

PHONE 5425253

SABA--Commissioner for the BES islands Henk Kamp
will hold a public information session from 7:00pm to
9:00pm, Monday, September 14 at the Eugenius Centre.

Kamp will be accompanied by coordinators from the
Dutch Ministries, who will report on the progress with
regard to preparations for the changes leading to Saba’s
new status as a public entity of the Netherlands. There
will be three major themes: public safety, social welfare,
and environment.

The Regional Service Centre said that the public session
is organized a bit differently this time. After the initial
welcome by dignitaries and introd by
Commissioner Kamp, attendees will be able to ask ques-
tions directly of various Dutch ministerial representa-
tives.

In this way, individuals may speak to and get acquainted
with the 13 different Dutch ministerial quartermasters on
an individual basis.

The session will be conducted in English and Dutch, with
English language handouts, and Dutch-English transla-
tion available if necessary.

KEEP ST. MAARTEN

GLEAN!

1461m2 of flat land in high
traffic area $950,000.- (0.b.0)
Serious enquiries only.

Call 543-6766 or 520-7368

and they were not in a
position to provide any

but had a little in my
purse. They took me to

nally, they took her into
the closet, tied up her

additional information  the bedroom where my  hands with a belt they
as their investigation was purse was on the bed. found there, and then
ongoing. They dumped it out and  left the same way they

The senior citizen vic-
tim of the Tuesday night
break-in told The Daily
Herald Wednesday that
she had been in her living
room watching television
around 9:00pm when she
had heard a noise com-
ing from her bedroom.
At first she thought one
of her cats had knocked
something over, but

took about NAf. 800,”
she explained.

She continued: “They
thought T must have
more money somewhere,
but I said I didn’t. They
asked me a lot of ques-
tions about where I kept
my money, and I
kept it in the bank. They
thought I must have an
ATM card, but I didn’t. T

had entered - through
the sliding door in the
bedroom.

She said she had man-
aged to free herself and
had waited a few min-
utes to make sure her
attackers had left be-
fore calling a friend and
asking her to call the
police.

independent Services Agency M.V Sint Maarten
For all your shipping needs!!

WEEKLY SHIPMENTS TO AND FROM SAN JUAN {MIJNIJA‘I’I
~ LOADING IN SAN JUAN EVERY FRIDAY TILL 4 PM
~ ARRIVAL IN SAINT MARTIN EVERY MONDAY Lo

Call us a1 +590 590 29 40 05 o« +539 587 0587 or
Pay 15 a visit a1 Galisbay Port in the brand new Harbour Building or
e-mail; info@independencesxm.com

Dur partner in San Juan:

Nieves Maritime, Pier 10, Mr. Ricardo Vasquez

Tel: + 787 722 5866 of fax +787 721 6176 ns

Frdrgandence Shipping Agency Saint Marin
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The Jamaica Social & Heritage Foundation

invites ALL JAMAICANS

residing on 5t. Maarten/ 5t. Martin to be a partof a

grand cultural extravaganza!

We are calli alltal 1 Jamaicansin the areas of

music/singing, dance, poetry and drama

CPA lodged an appeal

Auditions & rebearsal will be hosted tonight, Thursday, September 10' at
7:00 p.m at the
Ackee Pod Restaurant/Teke Teke Bar

on Welgelegen Bl {comver of entrance to the hospital road, Cay Hill],

Grab smaddy and mek wi do dis inna style an’ fashanlll

Poleico M.V,
P = T E LC O Suckergarden rd 23
—_— Tel:  |599)-542-6223
Fax:  [599)-542-6212
LITILITY AND INDUSTRIAL SUPPLY ComPany | INTO-potelco@hitess.com

SPECIAL on Cables

)8
)
e@

XMVK 3x2.5 roll 100m  US$ 90.00

YMVK 3x2.5 roll 100m  US$ 100.00

@ YMVK 3x2.5 roll 50m  US$ 50.00

We also have all sort of Electrical, Video Security
Equipment, Gate openers, and other supplies
in stock.

Opening hours:  Mon-Fri 8:00am-5:30pm

Sat  8:30am-12:30pm

Call us at 542-6223

against MCS verdict

WILLEMSTAD--Curagao
Ports Authority (CPA) has
lodged an appeal to the
higher court regarding the
verdict in which MCS Ex-
ploitation Company was
not held liable for filling in
of a section of the Schotte-
gat.

In 2007, the Island Terri-
tory of Curagao leased out
a section of 103,000 m2,
situated in the Schottegat,
to MSC. According to the
conditions of the lease,
MCS is allowed to deploy
harbour-related  activities
on that section for setting
up an industrial process-
ing firm and exporting pro-
cessed products.

The Best Way
to notify the
St. Maarten puhlic.

Call our advertising

department
on 5425253,

PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT

For that purpose, amongst
others, MCA intended to
build a concrete and as-
phalt plant on the section
it was granted in long lease.
The CPA immediately ob-
jected once it got wind of
the plans.

According to CPA, MSC
never complied with cer-
tain conditions as outlined
in the lease and subse-
quently claimed the disput-
ed section. The CPA also
expressed further doubts
whether the industrial pro-
cessing plant will still be
set up. The CPA wanted
the court to instruct MCA
to remove material it had
dumped into the harbour

to start construction of the
plant.

In the summary proceed-
ings, the judge determined
that there is no reason
to order MCS to retrieve
what has been dumped in
the water, a decision the
CPA cannot agree with.

The CPA is a harbour
company, which is re-
sponsible for the manage-
ment of the harbours and
the relevant waters and
wharves. MCS is a private
company that deals in real
estate, conducts a retail
trade in building materials,
and manages other compa-
nies.

The Daily

Wilma J. Meyers

and

Emela L. Meyers-Mays
(sister of Otto O. Meyers Jr.)
hereby make known to the general public that as per August 25th, 2003 the
Power of attorney that was given to

Otto O. Meyers, Jr.

has been revoked.

He is no longer authorized to act or make any general or specific transactions on
our behalf. This public announcement was previously placed in August 2004.

Signed:
Wilma J. Meyers
Emela L. Meyers-Mays

. House f ]
in Weymouth Hills

2 Bedroom House
Pool, Satellite TV, Internet, A/C

Fully Furnished
Rent: $1,300

or Rent

Tel: 553 8286 / 527 1037
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OENKERK--Experts of a
Dutch physical planning
bureau are coming to St.
Eustatius in a week and
a half to help draft a zon-
ing plan for the island. The
project is commissioned
by the Island Territory of
St. Eustatius. The experts
already visited Bonaire to
assist with a zoning plan
there.

The group of six will make
an inventory of the physi-
cal situation on the island
and start preparations for
a so-called structure vision,
which should lead to a zon-
ing plan, explained project
leader Jur van der Velde of
Buro Vijn.

The structure  vision
serves to determine what
the island wants where it
comes to physical planning,
where and how (economic)
growth is possible and what
this growth means for the
people and nature. Histori-
cal and cultural values will
be taken along, as well as
nature.

St. Eustatius doesn’t have
a zoning plan at the mo-
ment. Having a zoning
plan is important because
the island will become
part of the Netherlands
as a ‘public entity.’ In the
Netherlands, zoning plans
are a must. Customar-
ily, governments take deci-
sions on physical planning
aspects based on a zoning
plan. This includes build-
ing permits and construc-
tion specifications.

The idea of a zoning plan
is to divide the island into
areas. Each area gets a spe-
cific designation or func-
tion, such as residency,
tourism and  recreation,

commercial, industrial and
nature. The zoning plan de-
termines what can and can-
not be built in the specific
areas.

A zoning plan should
lead to a better balance of
development and natural
habitat. It serves to pro-
tect values and qualities
of nature, ecology, history,
culture and buildings. But
at the same time, a zoning
plan has a development
function, explained Van der
Velde. It is binding: gov-
ernment, companies and
citizens have to stick to it.
A plan gives rights and re-
sponsibilities.

The zoning plan will not
set norms for environmen-
tal protection, or evaluate
the value of cultural heri-
tage. It will not do a tech-
nical analysis of the soil.
A zoning plan deals more
with the physical function-
ing aspect, but it does take
the environment, soil struc-
ture and cultural heritage
into account.

Van der Velde stressed that
his team will not take the fi-
nal decisions of what comes
where in the zoning plan.
That is up to local govern-
ment. “It is a plan for and
with the island. We advise,
come with proposals, but
government will ultimately
decide,” he said in an inter-
view with The Daily Herald.
He added that the support
of the population and gov-
ernment is very important.

The structure, vision and
zoning plan will not be a
Dutch copy. It will be based
on the local situation, said
Van der Velde. “The idea
is not to implement Dutch
customs and  regulations
one-on-one. It will involve
a different way of reserv-
ing, different rules geared
towards the local situation.
Things on St. Eustatius are
different to in the Nether-
lands. It will require cre-
ative thinking,” he said.
Buro Vijn was selected from
the eight bureaus that were

HURRICANE PROTECTION
by Courtwell N.V. (est. 1977)

[ Armorscreen: Roll Up Shutters - Accordions: All Miami-Dade HVHZ code approved|

ymilcom« Tel: 599 544 4730« Fax: 599 544 4731 for a free esfimate

YOUR CHOICE

FOR THE BEST LOCAL AND INTERNATIONAL
NEWS COVERAGE

approached for the project.
Buro Vijn has ample experi-
ence in the Netherlands and
also on the Frisian islands
(Waddeneilanden). The bu-
reauis assisted by colleagues
of RBOI, a company that
belongs to the same group,
as well as Ecorys from the
Netherlands and the Ca-
ribbean marine biology re-
search institute Carmabi
from Curagao.

The team travels to St. Eu-
statius on September 21 and
will stay for one week. The
project is funded through
the Antillean development
fund USONA.

Yesterday was October 9, 2009 or 09-09-09 and several people worldwide used the day o
get “hitched”. This was no different on Aruba where the local census office performed 16
weddings. The eldest couple were Gabriel Werleman and Loudes Croes (pictured). Even
though the couple only brought along a small group of family to bear witness, their wed-
ding attracted attention from the media and a small gathering outside.

PO. BOX 5364
Philipsburg
Sint Maarten, N.A.

Philipsburg

Front Street # 35, St. Rose Arcade

Office for legal services

Cor Merx LL.M.

Legal Services, Interim Management, Collections,
Second Opinion Legal Cases

Website: www.legalsxm.com
Email: c.merx@legalsxm.com
RBTT Bank US$ 04.01.12.748

Tel: 00599-542-2300
Fax: 00599-542-1585

Your Permit, Our Concern

The Office of Cor Merx Legal Services invites the gen-
eral public once more to a two-hour information
session about:

Submitting/request of work and/or resident permits,
appeals and the Brooks Tower Agreement.

Date: Friday, September 11th, 2009.
Place: St. Rose Cafe (Boardwalk)
Time: 7 p.m. until 9 p.m.
Languages: English and Spanish
Front Street # 35, St. Rose Arcade
P.O. BOX 5364

Sint Maarten, N.A.

Website: www.legalsxm.com
Email: c.merx@legalsxm.com
Tel: 00599-542-1585

Fax: 00599-542-1585

We request a donation of $ 5.00 for the disabled
kids of the White & Yellow Cross.




Sergeant Yearwood, Superintendent Proctor, Sergeant Best and Inspector Sinclair at
Wednesday's press conference.

Police probing armed robbery
at Sur la Plage, fire at school

ANGUILLA-The Royal
Anguilla  Police  Force
(RAPF) is investigating an
armed robbery at a villa at
Meads Bay. They are also
investigating a fire at the
Stoney Ground Primary
School.

The police reported
Wednesday that they re-
ceived a call from Sur La
Plage at 2:18am on Septem-
ber 5 about the robbery and
officers from the Criminal
Investigation Department
visited the scene.

A resident, who is a Ger-
man working in Anguilla,
reported that two masked
intruders entered the guest
house, kicked open the
bedroom door and tied up
his arms and legs. They
then proceeded to search
the property and stole
US$2,047 in cash. The men
were dressed in black and
one had a firearm.

In the case of the fire at
the Stoney Ground Primary
School, the police said they
were alerted at 1:56am that
there was smoke in the unit

housing the special needs
class. The fire truck was
called and the fire was put
out. However, investiga-
tions are continuing as the
police want to determine
the origin of the fire.

They are engaging a spe-
cialist from Antigua to de-
termine the origin and to
see if it is a case of arson.
Damage to the building was
mainly smoke damage and
also the air conditioner,

an unknown amount of cash
were stolen. There were
also four thefts and these
included a wallet, US$160,
number plates, a gas cyl-
inder, and a cell phone.
Seven cases of criminal
damage were reported and
these included damage to
a gas line, a rear fender, a
wind shield, a door of a car,
appliances and a camera.
Six minor traffic accidents
were also reported.
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Shortage of swine flu vaccines

expected in the Netherlands

THE HAGUE--The Dutch
health ministry said Tues-
day Swiss drugs giant No-
vartis was behind on swine
flu vaccine orders and
would deliver less than half
of the first batch of 20 mil-
lion doses.

Novartis informed Dutch
authorities last week that
the first delivery, expected
in late October, would not
be as big as expected, the
ministry said in a statement.
The company had also “in-
formed the World Health
Organisation that the yield
of vaccines is lower than ex-
pected,” it added.

“The Netherlands expects
to receive less than half of
the ordered number of dos-
es with the first delivery”
-- some six to ten million
doses, said the statement.
“Other countries are also
having trouble with the late
delivery of ordered vac-
cines.”

In August, Dutch authori-
ties said they would offer
vaccinations to about five

to six million people consid-
ered most at risk of compli-
cations from the A(HINT)
virus as of October. These
included people with cardi-
ac or liver diseases, diabetes
and immune deficiencies;
women with health prob-
lems who are more than
four months pregnant; and
everybody aged over 60.

The group most at risk ac-
cording to a list drawn up
carlier will be vaccinated,
but other groups may have
to wait. People who get a
flu jab every year will get
the A(HIN1) vaccine as
will those aged over 60.

The health council had
recommended  healthcare
workers and people caring
for weak patients to be vac-
cinated early, but it is now
likely that they will have to
wait a little longer.

Health Minister Ab Klink
said Novartis would deliver
vaccines  proportionally;
more for those countries
that had ordered more.
“We (the Netherlands) will

get a relatively big number
because we ordered vac-
cines for the entire popula-
tion in spring.”

Novartis would not con-
firm or deny the statement.
“Novartis has been in con-
tinuous dialogue over the
last months with govern-
ments, including the Dutch
government, due to the low
yield of the current seed
strain received from WHO
and the potential impact on
delivery timelines and vol-
ume,” said Novartis spokes-
man Eric Althoff.

“Itis clear to governments
that our HINI contracts
are dependent on yields
and we remain committed
to our contractual obliga-
tions.” The Netherlands has
ordered 34 million doses of
swine flu vaccine, enough
for two doses for each of
its 16.5 million inhabitants.
The other supplier of the
swine flu vaccine, GlaxoS-
mithKline, is delivering the
vaccine as planned.

fire and a sink
were damaged.

Meanwhile, Sergeant
Yearwood reported that
during the past week the
police arrested 13 persons -
all men. Two were arrested
to prevent a breach of the
peace, two for burglary, one
for burglary and attempted
fraud, and eight - in five
separate incidents - for pos-
session of cannabis.

There were also six bur-
glaries in the villages of
West End, South Hill,
Blowing Point and The Val-
ley. A PlayStation, US$400
in cash, and a cash pan with

Three men arrested for
possession of cannabis

ANGUILLA--Police  con-
fiscated 43 pounds of can-
nabis and arrested three
persons Monday for bring-
ing the drugs to Anguilla.
According to a report
from The Royal Anguilla
Police Force (RAPF), on
Monday September 5 at
about noon, the Drugs and
Firearms Task Force, as-
sisted by the Financial In-
vestigating Unit, received a
tip off about illegal activity
at Sandy Hill Bay and went
to investigate. They saw a
rubber dinghy with three
persons on board and on
inspection found 43 pounds
of compressed cannabis.
The three men who were
arrested are D.C., 33, of
Stoney Ground, M.P. and
E.C., both 26, from The

Valley. Two are born An-
guillians and one is a Be-
longer. They appeared
before the Magistrate on
a charge of importation of
controlled drugs.

Sergeant Best said that the
street value of the drugs is
approximately US$100,000.

The drug scizure was de-
scribed by the police as a
significant find and the in-
vestigation is continuing.
Superintendent  Proctor
made it clear that they are
pursuing the case as far as
possible and any others as-
sociated with the case will
be dealt with by the law.

He said anyone with ad-
ditional information about
the case should inform the
RAPE

Cuban diplomat urges graduates
fo contribute to nation building

ST KITTS-This year’s
graduates of Cuban uni-
versities have been urged
to make a meaningful and
worthwhile  contribution
to the development of St.
Kitts and Nevis.

You must display human-
itarianism and internation-
alism and help your country
of St. Kitts and Nevis,” said
Resident Cuban Ambassa-
dor to St. Kitts and Nevis
Ana Maria Gonzalez at the
Sth Annual St. Kitts and
Nevis Cuban Alumni As-
sociation.

Dr. Ron Carty of Saddlers,
Electrical Engineer, Gaston
Dixon of St. Paul's and Ac-
countant Shara Maynard of
Nevis  received ~ certificates
from the St. Kitts and Nevis
Cuban Alumni Association to
mark their achievement. Ab-
sent was Dr. Sakkara Assegai.

Ambassador Gonzalez
said she was honoured to be
participating and thanked
the Alumni Association for
all the support given to her
during her tenure of office.

“Each time a graduation
ceremony takes place, we
are d because we

From lefi: Dr. Ron Carty, Shara

Maynard, Ambassador Ana Maria Gonzalez and Gaston

Dixon at the 5th Annual St. Kitts and Nevis Cuban Alumni Association. (Photo by Eras-

mus Williams)

nation with many natural
resources but we have de-
veloped our own human re-
sources and have extended
it to our friends in the Carib-
bean and around the world.
The way we have found to
help and support the rest of
the Caribbean nations is to
train their nationals in the
varying professions,”  said

b Gonzalez.

have worked very hard not
only in St. Kitts and Nevis,
but with the rest of the Ca-
ribbean. Cuba is not a rich

“We hope that they do not
just become a professional,
but work for their home-
land to serve humanity be-

cause that is the ideal of the
Cuban cooperation. The
third world countries need
our support.

“Although we have been
blockaded by the United
States for 50 years — the
longest blockade in the
history of mankind, which
has affected us economi-
cally - we still share what
we have with our brothers
and sisters in the Carib-
bean in line with our inter-
national policy which be-
gan since 1953, especially

with the countries in Africa
and in the Caribbean in the
1980’s,” said the top Cuban
diplomat in the Federation.
Cuba has 31,000 students
from the three continents
with more than 3,000 from
the Caribbean nationals.
Ambassador Gonzalez
used the opportunity to
congratulate the gradu-
ates and their families and
hoped that the relation-
ship between St. Kitts and
Cuba will be strengthened.
(CUOPM)



Bankers cap their
bonuses in Holland

Amsterdam financial district Zuidas (Maurice Boyer Photo)

AMSTERDAM--Dutch
banks published a code of
conduct to cap executive
bonuses on  Wednesday.
Bonuses for management
board members will be
capped at 100 percent of
their annual salary as of
2010. No limit was set for
other bank employees, such
as traders.
Allthe Dutch banks, includ-
ing global banking giants
ING, Fortis and ABN Amro
agreed to the new code,
which it is hoped will set an
international example in the
run-up to the G20 meeting
in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
later this month.

Part of that meeting of
the world’s 19 largest in-

dustrial nations plus the
European Union will be
dedicated to restricting
bankers’ bonuses, which
many people blame for the
crisis, although no concrete
measures are expected.

The effect of the banking
code in the Netherlands
will probably be limited.
According to the banking
association which drafted
the code, there are cur-
rently no executives in the
Netherlands who receive
bonuses exceeding  their
fixed salary.

The cap also applies to
options and stock pack-
ages, both in granting and
in cashing them. Former
ABN Amro CEO Rijkman

Groenink received a high-
er remuneration through
such a deal.

Bank association Chair-
man Boele Staal explained
why the bonus cap is explic-
itly not intended for trad-
ers. “Banks should have
the freedom to reward
their best traders when
they seal a good deal. High
bonuses can be justified
there. But those rewards
should now be related to
long-term perspectives .md
not short-term

Islands/Dutch Kingdom

The Empire State Building in New York is seen lit in orange on the occasion of the 400th

of the city. Will
(Photo: ANP)

Al der and Mdxima ignited the lights Tuesday night.

goals.”

The code also includes
principles of risk manage-
ment, corporate  gover-
nance and remuneration
policies. It applies to bank-
ing activities in the Nether-
lands and abroad.

Finance Minister Wouter
Bos, who had threatened
to regulate the bonuses if
the sector did not take re-
sponsibility, calls the code
“a unique step forward.”

“For the first time, the
banking sector has taken
an initiative like this. That
is a giant and good step
forward on the route of
restoring faith in the finan-
cial sector,” he said.

Young Dutch teenager
released from prison

AMSTERDAM--Anouk
Bolkenbaas, the 13-year-old
girl who has spent over two
months in a youth prison
because there was no room
for her in a youth care facil-
ity, has been released.

A juvenile judge on Tues-
day decided she should not
be locked up. A psychologi-
cal review of the girl and
her parents had come to
the same conclusion.

Anouk’s mother, Lies-
beth Bolkenbaas, had cam-
paigned for two months

Tourists no longer welcome in
cannabis-selling coﬂee shops

AMSTERDAM--The
Dutch government wants to
maintain its tolerant policy
towards cannabis and keep
so-called coffee shops open,
but they should no lon-
ger be tourist attractions,
Dutch ministers wrote in a
letter that was leaked to the
press on Tuesday.

The ministers of justice,
home affairs and health
wrote that reducing the
number of coffee shops
and keeping foreigners out
should make it easier to re-
duce crime and other nui-
sances the coffee shops are
now causing.

A government memoran-
dum on altering the cof-
fee-shop policy and other
drug-related issues is ex-
pected this fall, but the let-
ter already shows where the
ministers now stand. They
want to implement a mem-
bers-only system to keep
tourists out.

Herds of tourist who buy
their drugs in border towns
near Belgium and Germa-
ny have become a pest in
several places and neigh-

; 7
Only registered members will be able to buy soft drugs from
coffee shops. (Photo Rien Zilvold)

bouring countries have ex-
pressed their dissatisfaction
with the Dutch system.

The Netherlands has
been tolerant about the
use and sale of weed and
hash for three decades.
Cultivation and wholesale
of the drug are prohibited
however. This discrepancy
has become known as the
“gedoogbeleid” (tolerance
policy).

An advisory committee
said in July that the policy
has gotten out of control in
the past 15 years and needs
to go back to small, private

shops for local users. It ad-
vised against legalising soft
drugs altogether.

The ministers want mu-
nicipalities to implement
a members-only system,
where members can buy
up to three grams of hash
or weed each with their
(Dutch) bank card. This
should make it less appeal-

ing for tourists to travel to
the Netherlands to buy can-
nabis.

The ministers will also al-
low experiments where cof-
fee shops can have larger
quantities of drugs stocked.
Currently, a coffee shop
can have 500 grams in store
and an alternative supply
system via drugs runners is
a source of nuisance.

The three coalition par-
ties in the government have
long disagreed about the
overhaul of the drug policy.
Christian Democrat CDA
had called for an end to the
tolerance policy and the or-
thodox Christian Christe-
nUnie agreed, but the La-
bour party PvdA believes
banning coffee shops will
not solve the problems of
crime, nuisance and health
and wants to legalise the
whole chain of supply.

to get her daughter out of
prison. In an interview with
NRC Handelsblad, she said,
“I call the prison manage-
ment almost every day. T
have contacted people in
parliament, written to min-
ister Rouvoet.

“I have tried to locate
everyone in the child pro-
tection services who wa
involved with the decision
to send Anouk to prison.
I want to ask them: ‘What
are you doing? I was asking
for help, not punishment.”

Anouk, who had never
been in trouble with the

S AR AT

Orange Grove & 9, Cole Bay, 5t. Moarten
Phone:544-2190/2191
Email:st-maarfen@omni.on

police, had run away from
home a number of times.
When her mother wanted
her placed in a closed care
facility, the girl ended up
in the youth prison Teylin-
gereind instead.

The juvenile judge has
not only ordered Anouk’s
release, he also lifted the
temporary restriction of
parental authority. Anouk’s
case is not unique: 518

Dutch children are current-

Netherlands because there
is no space for them in care
facilities.
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Cops trying to burn exhibits
arrested by their colleagues

PORT-OF-SPAIN, Trinidad-‘Two police constables were Tues-
day caught in the act trying to destroy what appeared to be court
exhibits in a bonfire at D’Abadie.

Sources say the officers - one of whom is a WPC - were de-
tained by their colleagues on the La Resource Road following
the discovery.

The constables who are attached to the Arima Criminal In-

igations D were being questioned up to Tuesday
evening. The PC has ten years service while the WPC has 12
years service.

Contacted by the Express on the matter, Acting Commissioner
of Police James Philbert confirmed the incident stating: “Offi-
cers received information that (officers) were sighted in an area,
and they were burning some stuff. Enquiries are continuing,
items were seized and photographs were taken. I am currently
awaiting a report on the matter.”

It was only on Monday, a corporal with 12 years service was
served with a departmental warning letter following the seizure
of court exhibits stored in his locker at the Arouca Police Sta-
tion.

The narcotic exhibits, which were ordered destroyed in 2003
by a magistrate, consisted of two marijuana joints, one rock of
cocaine and a bag containing 16 (TT$10-worth) pieces of mari-
juana in a clear plastic bag.

Four completed narcotics case files were also found in the
locker on Monday afternoon.

Sources say the other locker, which is located adjacent to
the corporal’s, contained a water gun while a desk searched at
the station contained five spent shells and a quantity of mari-
juana.

On Monday PC Andre Barrow was granted TT$100,000 bail
by an Arima magistrate after being slapped with nine charges
of mishehaviour in public office, arising out of the alleged dis-
covery of court exhibits at his home. (Trinidad Express)

TTS$11M spent so far on
UDeCOTT commission

PORT-OF-SPAIN, Trinidad--Fees for the Chairman and
members of the Commission of Enquiry into the Urban
Development Corporation of Trinidad and Tobago (UDe-
COTT) and the construction sector have cost the taxpayer
TT$11 million since its inception and are projected to cost a
further TTS7 million in the next fiscal year, amounting to a
total of TT$18 million.

This according to the Draft Estimates of Recurrent Ex-
penditure for the financial year 2010, which was tabled on
Monday, just prior to the presentation of the 2010 Budget
by Finance Minister Karen Nunez-Tesheira in the House of
Representatives.

This substantial expenditure in the face of the collapse of
the Commission appears to strengthen the case for Govern-
ment to take steps to validate acts and things done by the
Commission.

It is uncertain whether the full allocation in 2008 related
solely to the Uff Commission which began public hearings in
September or whether it included the cost of previous Com-
missions of Enquiry.

However, this figure does not include the cost of legal fees
for the various state agencies such as UDeCOTT, the Hous-
ing Development Corporation, NIPDEC and the Attorney
General, all of which hired a battery of attorneys to represent
Commission which was headed by Prof John Uff,
(Adapted from Trinidad Express)
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Clinic, Bobby Lee, mixed Brittany Spaniel
white and brown, needs medication,
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Judges. uppumlld 10 serve as puisne judges and Master-in-Chambers show off thets Tnsiru-

ments of Appointment after a ceremony at King’s House on Mond
Williams, Carol Edwards and Evan Brown who will act as puisne

rom left are Frank
Judges, and Sharon

Ayton-George, who will serve as Master-in-Chambers in the Supreme Court. (Jamaica
Observer photo by Joseph Wellington)

Four more senior
judges sworn in

KINGSTON,  Jama
Four judges were sworn in
to higher offices Monday
by Governor General Sir
Patrick Allen, during a cer-
emony at King’s House.

Sworn in were Frank Wil-
liams, Carol Edwards and
Evan Brown to act as puis-
ne judges and Sharon Ay-
ton-George, who will serve
as Master-in-Chambers for
the Supreme Court.

Hall, before handing over
the ceremonial Instru-
ments of Appointment to
the judges, urged them to
continue to protect the le-
gitimacy and integrity of
the judicial system.

He told them that despite
the challenges, the public
will be observing their per-
formances and will be scru-
tinising their timeliness and
the quality of their judge-
ments.

“We implore you to ensure
that your actions are fair
and balanced so that you
can, at all times, command
the respect of Jamaicans
at all levels and constantly
reaffirm the integrity and
quality of the judicial sys-
tem,” he added.

In her charge to the ap-
pointees, Chief Justice Zai-
la McCalla said despite the
demands, they would have

l{AI)lO
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to be proactive to ensure
that the time of the court is
not wasted.

“We have the awesome re-
sponsibility of being agents
of change from a culture of
delay, to a reformed justice
system that is efficient, fair
and reliable,” she said. “We
cannot, however, allow the
challenges, no matter how
formidable, to derail us
from our duty to dispense
justice with the utmost ef-
ficiency and sensitivity. We
must continue to do the
best that we can with the
resources that we have.”

Responding on behalf of
the judges, Justice Frank
Williams expressed appre-
ciation.

“We are acutely aware
that we are being entrusted
with an awesome responsi-
bility, and we vow today to
ensure that, at the end of
the day, the Judicial Ser-
vices Commission and you
all can rest satisfied that
the confidence that you
have reposed in us was in-
deed well placed,” he said.
(Jamaica Observer)

LIME withdraws its
termination letters

BRIDGETOWN,  Barba-
dos-Telecoms giant LIME,
(formerly Cable & Wire-
less) has “with immediate
effect” withdrawn letters of
termination sent to workers
on July 30.

This was revealed Tues-
day night by Prime Minis-
ter David Thompson after
more than four hours of
negotiations at Government
Headquarters between the
Barbados Workers” Union
(BWU) and LIME.

“It was agreed that the let-
ters of redundancy which
were issued to the employ-
ees by Cable & Wireless on
July 30, 2009, will be with-
drawn with immediate ef-
fect,” Thompson said.

However, there was still
some uncertainty over wheth-
er, or when, the terminated
workers would be reinstated.

“We have to work through
that with the Minister [of
Labour Wednesday],” said
LIME’s country manager
Alex MacDonald.

“We remain committed to
our employees and we want

to thank all of them for
holding firm with us while
we went through this.”

More than 100 workers
were terminated, but not
all of them accepted the en-
hanced severance packages
offered by LIME, and the
BWU’s general secretary
Sir Roy Trotman said those
who took packages would
remain terminated but a
new date for resumption of
work had to be set for those
who did not.

“If a person has had their
letter of termination with-
drawn the person should
resume work immediately,”
Sir Roy said.

“The company seems
to have some difficulty in
understanding  that. ~ So
it is part of what we will
be addressing tomorrow
[Wednesday]. If you fire a
man and you tell him ‘sor-
ry’, the letter is withdrawn,
the next obvious step is to
tell him when to return to
work and what you will do
about the time he was not
working.

“Some workers have ac-
cepted packages and if a
worker accepted, 1 don’t
imagine that worker will
want to lose their self-re-
spect. So he or she will re-
main terminated.”

While LIME’s chairman Sir
Allan Fields was not present
Tuesday, MacDonald re-
vealed that the decision to
withdraw the letters came
from the board of directors,
who met last Monday.

“We referred the matter
to the board of directors
and we were encouraged by
their thoughts on the matter
and they authorised us to
withdraw the letters issued
to our employees,” he said.
The two parties were sched-
uled to meet at 9:00am yes-
terday, Wednesday, under
the chairmanship of Minis-
ter of Labour Senator Arni
‘Walters, while the BWU was
scheduled to hold a meet-
ing for all LIME workers,
those terminated and those
still employed, at Solidar-
ity House at 5:00pm. (Daily
Nation)

Bishops’ High teachers stage
sit-out over unruly student

GEORGETOWN,  Guy-
ana-‘Teachers at the Bish-
ops’ High School refused to
teach Tuesday until a first-
year student, who has failed
twice in the same class and
has a record of indiscipline,
was expelled.

Stabrock News learnt from
a source Tuesday evening
that according to regula-
tions governing the school
if a student fails twice in the
same class then that student
is asked to leave the institu-
tion and seek a transfer to
another school. The par-
ents of the student in ques-
tion, the source explained,

were informed that their
child could no longer at-
tend the Bishops’ High for
this reason.

The school, according to
the source, received a call
from an Education Minis-
try official informing that
the child would continue
attending  the  Bishops’
High School. It was when
teachers saw the student
present in the school com-
pound Tuesday, fully uni-
formed, that they made
their decision to “sit out”
from classes.

“Although this child and
his parents were both told

that he could no longer
attend the school that stu-
dent still showed up... that
student has had many prob-
lems with other students,
the source said.

Following the teachers’ de-
cision to take action against
what they described asa “bra-
zen disregard for the rule:
the Guyana Teacher’s Union
lent its support. President of
the union Colwyn King, re-
ports said, condemned the
disregard for rules governing
the high school. However,
several efforts made to con-
tact King last evening via
telephone were futile.

PORT-OF-SPAIN,  Tiini-
dad-The billion-dollar
Trinidad Rapid Rail Tran-
sit System could be put on
hold if the downturn in the
economy continues.

Finance Minister Karen
Nunez-Tesheira said Tues-
day the next phase of the
Rapid Rail project would
be considered in the con-
text of the performance of
the economy.

She was answering a ques-
tion during a post-bud-
get seminar hosted by the
Chamber of Commerce at
‘Westmoorings.

On Monday during her
2009/2010 Budget presenta-
tion in Parliament, Nunez-
Tesheira said planning and
engineering work continued
apace on the project in fiscal
2009 and that the planning
and design phase was well
underway and was scheduled
to be completed in the first
half of 2010.

She said the North-South
and East-West routes had
been selected and the main
change station for the North-
South route will be located
at the University of the West
Indies, St Augustine.

may be put on hold

In fiscal 2010, the final cost-
ing and detailed scope of
works for the project will be
determined, thus allowing
Government to “make an in-
formed investment decision
on the construction phase of
the project”, Nunez-Tesheira
told the Parliament.

At the chamber yesterday,
she said if and when the
cconomy picked up again,
Government would return to
the next phase of the Rapid
Rail, but there was the possi-
bility it could be put on hold.
(Trinidad Express)

Stabrock News
could not reach Minister of
Education Shaik Baksh or
other relevant education of-
ficials for a comment regard-
ing the matter.

“That child has had to be
taken to the police station
and is not dedicated to stud-
ies... many teachers have
had their authority chal-
lenged by this student,” the
source explained.

The Ministry of Education,
the source said, will have to
intervene because teachers
have refused to teach un-
til the school’s regulations
are adhered to and the stu-
dent is expelled. (Stabroek
News)
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donors over aid for Haiti

UNITED NATIONS--Haiti
has kept its promise to build
a government but donor na-
tions have failed to deliver
the aid they pledged to the
poorest country in the west-
ern hemisphere, Bill Clinton
said on Wednesday.

“They've only gotten a pit-
tance of the aid that was
pledged to them,” Clinton,
U.N. Secretary-General Ban
Ki-moon’s special envoy to
Haiti, told reporters after
addressing a meeting of the
Security Council on the Ca-
ribbean nation.

“Alot of that is part of the
appropriations process that
plays out in the latter half
of every year,” the former
US. president said. “But
we can't get to January with
only US$21 million of over
US$760 million in commit-

Lottery scam
accused granted
1$300,000 hail

SANTA CRUZ, St Eliza-
beth--A  32-year-old man
who was charged with ob-
taining money by false
pretences in a lottery scam
case in St Elizabeth was
last  Wednesday offered
bail worth J$300,000 when
he appeared in the Black
River Resident Magistrates
Court.

The accused, Sheldon Hil-
ton, labourer of Gazeland
district in St Elizabeth, who
was officially charged by the
police on September 1, was
ordered, on condition of his
bail, to report to the Junc-
tion Police Station every
Monday, Wednesday and
Friday between 6:00 am and
9:00pm.

He was also ordered to sur-
render his travel documents
and to stay away from all
money transfer institutions.

The court was told that
on August 27, a joint police
team carried out a raid at a
house occupied by the ac-
cused at Gazeland. Hilton
and seven other men were
found there.

Following a search of the
premises, several printed
and written scripts  with
names, addresses and tele-
phone numbers of US citi-
zens were allegedly found
inside the house, as well as
nine cell phones and over
J$188,000 in Jamaican and
US currencies.

The men were subsequently
taken into custody for ques-
tioning. All except Hilton
were released. Hilton is to
return to court on Novem-
ber 4. (Jamaica Observer)

ments disbursed down there
(in Haiti).”

“We've got to get the show
on the road,” Clinton added.

Clinton said Haiti has been
delivering on promises to sta-
bilize the country.

“They did what they were
supposed to do,” he said.
“They've got a functioning

Devastating hurricanes
caused an estimated US$1
billion of damage last year,
while the global financial cri-
sis brought a sharp reduction
in remittances vital to many
Haitian families.

Ban has also urged donor
countries to be generous to
Haiti. He has been infl

political system. The legisla-
ture’s working with the ex-
ccutive branch. Theyve got
a good government there. ...
They need the rest of us to do
more.”
US. Ambassador to the

United Nations Susan Rice
told the Security Council that
“real gains have been made
to improve security in Haiti.

“But we are acutely aware of
the potential threats, includ-
ing transnational crime, gang
violence and civil unrest,” she
told the 15-nation council.

Clinton added that he hoped
to boost private investment in
Haiti. But the success of pri-
vate investment projects, he
said, will depend on donor
nations living up to their aid
commitments so Haitians can
continue to improve their in-
frastructure.

The big green and purple baakwarm had a lot of attention
at the annual Literacy Fair in Queen’s Park to celebrate

by a report by British aca-
demic Paul Collier which said
that if Haiti could improve its
roads and ports, it was well-
placed to benefit from low la-
bor costs and duty-free access
it enjoys to the U.S. market.
U.N. officials say that secu-
rity has improved dramati-
cally in Haiti, where just a few
years ago large areas were
controlled by heavily armed
gangs that killed, kidnapped
and raped with impunity.
After decades of dictator-
ship and military coups,

when its army was disbanded.
The UN. peacekeeping mis-
sion known as MINUSTAH,
made up of 7,000 soldiers and
2,000 police, has worked to
help stabilize Haiti since its
last revolt in 2004. (Reuters)
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Dr. Josett Lewis-Smikle

Teach students to write
more, lecturer advises

KINGSTON, Jamaica-The
lack of emphasis on the
teaching of writing skills at
the primary level is resulting
in many students delivering
poor quality written work in
high school and in external
exams, an expert in literacy
studies said Monday.

Dr. Josett Lewis-Smikle,
lecturer in Literacy Studies
at the School of Education,
University of the West Indies,
Mona, said the emphasis on
multiple-choice  dominated
examinations such as the

International Literacy Day. It was just one of the many
tools used by the Ministry of Education and its support-
ers to promote literacy and reading among the country’s
youths. Here, children wait anxiously to touch the book-

worm. (Daily Nation photo)

Read to succeed
students advised

BRIDGETOWN, Barbados--Reading took on new mean-

ing for hundreds of school children in Barbados Tues

ay.

The smart-looking youngsters, dressed in crisp school
uniforms, crowded the various stalls set up in Queen’s
Park for the annual Literacy Fair on International Lit-
eracy Day, which was being celebrated worldwide for the

40th year.

Three book stores were among the agencies setting up
booths with various charts, books, games and reading
aides to assist with learning and the advancement of lit-

eracy.

A green and purple mascot - a bookworm worm - at-
tracted lots of curious children, who gathered around to
get a touch, see it chuckle or in some cases be enveloped

in a bear hug. (Daily Nation)

Grade Six Test
(GSAT) has meant that stu-
dents are unable to properly
express themselves in writing
their school-leaving Carib-

(JFLL) board, who was also
at the forum, noted that the
competition to achieve high
scores in the GSAT was forc-
ing primary and preparatory
school teachers to focus on
multiple choice questions at
the expense of the writing as-
pects of the curriculum.

She said teachers were pre-
paring students with tem-
plates for letters and other
pieces of written work, in-
stead of teaching them to
write creatively.

“The curriculum is wonder-
ful. It is dynamic and it has
the potential. But the GSAT
has drained the curriculum
and the teachers teach to
(prepare for) GSAT. Where

the content of the curricu-
lum gives suggestions like ‘do
a dialogue, or do a debate
on this, the parents say ‘we
don’t have no time for a de-
bate. Give them the multiple
choice and let them pass the
test’,” Dr Cross said.

She, however, noted that
some teachers managed to
fit the thinking and writing
aspects of the curriculum into
their programmes while still
preparing students for GSAT.

Dr Lewis-Smikle suggested
a programme of ongoing as-
sessment of students to en-
sure that they practise more
writing in schools. (Jamaica
Observer)

bean E: Council
(CXC) exams.

“The Jamaican curriculum,
especially at the lower levels,
alot of emphasis is on read-
ing, but not much on writ-
ing. This is what impacts on
the CXC level. If you read
the CXC reports on the lan-
guages, Social Studies and
Science, one of the biggest
problems is that the students
cannot write,” Dr Lewis-
Smikle said.

She was among the guests
at the Observer’s weekly
Monday Exchange meeting,
for a discussion focusing on
the problem of illiteracy in
Jamaica. Yesterday was ob-
served as International Lit-
eracy Day.

Dr Lewis-Smikle suggested
teaching writing skills from as
early as grade one or earlier
as a solution to the problem
of poor writing. She acknowl-
edged the difficulty of teach-
ing reading and writing skills
to children who come from
Creole or Patois-speaking
environments, but she said
with encouragement and pa-
rental support, much more
could be achieved in reduc-
ing illiteracy rates.

Dr Alison Cross, co chair of
thetechnicalservicessubcom-
mittee of the Jamaica Foun-
dation for Lifelong Learning

Trinidad & Tobago up
in competitive rankings

PORT-OF-SPAIN, Trinidad-
“Trinidad and Tobago has
become a more competitive
location.

The country rose in the rank-
ings of the Global Competi-
tiveness Report which anal-
ysed the performance of 134
nations and ranked them in
terms of competitiveness.

Trinidad and Tobago moved
up in the rankings from 92nd
last year to 86th this year.

The report was a collabo-
ration between the World
Economic Forum, the Com-
petitiveness Company and the
Arthur Lok Jack Graduate
School of Business.

Trinidad and Tobago’s com-
petitive advantages included
strength of audit and report-
ing standards, quality of pri-

mary education, quality of
management schools, qual-
ity of electricity supply and air
transport infrastructure, the
Competitiveness ~ Company
said in a statement yesterday.

The country also ranked well
in terms of tax rates, ease of
access to loans and soundness
of banks.

In terms of problems doing
business, crime and theft, poor
work ethic in the labour force
and government bureaucracy
ranked highest.

The overall performance
of the country placed it as an
innovation-driven country, a
stark change from its perfor-
mance five years ago when it
was largely efficiency-drives
the statement added. (Ti
dad Express)
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What are the main points in
Obama's healtheare reform

How Would It Be Paid For?
Obama said the plan would not add to the U.S. budget
deficit, but did not offer many specifics on how it would
be financed.

He said it would be paid for by eliminating hundreds
of billions of dollars in waste and fraud, as well as sub-
sidies in Medicare that go to insurance companies. The
rest of the cost would be covered by revenues from drug
and insurance companies, Obama said, and the plan
would charge insurance companies an unspecified fee
for their most expensive policies.

It will include a provision requiring more spending cuts
if promised savings do not materialize. It would create
an independent commission of doctors and medical ex-
perts charged with identifying more waste in the years
ahead.

Does The Plan Create A Public Option?
It proposes a not-for-profit government-run healthcare
insurance program to be part of new “insurance ex-
change” and compete with private insurers.

The public option--which has been strongly resisted by
insurance companies--would be available only to those
without insurance. Obama said less than 5 percent of
Americans would sign up for it, based on Congressional
Budget Office estimates. The public option would not
be taxpayer subsidized, and would have to be self-suf-
ficient and rely on premiums it collects.

The insurance exchange, a marketplace where in-
dividuals and small businesses would be able to shop
for health insurance, would take effect in four years.
Obama said customers would benefit because they
would bargain with insurers as a large group. The plan
would provide need-based tax credits for those who
could not afford insurance from the exchange.

‘What Does It Mean For Insurance Firms?
The plan would make it illegal for insurance companies
to deny healthcare coverage because a customer has a
pre-existing condition, or to drop or water down cover-
age to those who get sick. Insurance companies would
also be barred from placing annual or lifetime caps on
coverage.

It would also limit how much Americans could be
charged for out-of-pocket expenses and require insur-
ance companies to cover, at no extra charge, routine
checkups and preventive care like mammograms and
colonoscopies.

But the plan would also greatly expand insurance
companies’ customer base by requiring individuals to
carry basic health insurance. Tt would also require that
businesses offer workers healthcare, or chip in to cover
the cost for their workers. There would be a “hardship
waiver” for those who still could not afford coverage,
and 95 percent of small businesses would be exempt
from the requirements.

What Happens Before The
Insurance Exchange Starts?

Because it would be four years before the exchange
starts, the government would offer low-cost coverage to
those who cannot get insurance because they have pre-
existing conditions, to protect them against financial
ruin if they become seriously ill. Obama said that plan
was proposed by Senator John McCain, his Republican
rival in the 2008 presidential election.

Does The Plan Cap
Malpractice Suits?

Many Republicans have asked that Obama’s healthcare

plan limit or cap malpractice awards. Obama did not

offer any such caps or limits.

He said he was proposing that “we move forward on
a range of ideas,” on malpractice suits. He said that his
predecessor, Republican President George W. Bush,
considered authorizing demonstration projects in in-
dividuals states to test ways to limit doctors’ fears of
lawsuits, and said he was directing his Secretary of
Health and Human Services to move forward on that
initiative.

Obama urges quick action on healthcare reform

WASHINGTON--President
Barack Obama told Congress
on Wednesday “the time for
bickering is over” and called
for quick action on a broad
healthcare overhaul that would
dramatically ~ transform  the
US. health system and insur-
ance market.

In a sometimes emotional
speech, Obama said lawmak-
ers were “closer to the goal
of reform than we have ever
been” and spelled out pro-
posals he said would improve
stability for those with insur-
ance and expand the options
for those without, including a
controversial government-run
“public option.”

He issued a sharp rebuke to
critics of his healthcare drive,
accusing them of substituting
scare tactics for honest debate.

“I will not waste time with
those who have made the cal-
culation that it’s better politics
to kill this plan than improve
it,” he told a joint session of
Congress and a national televi-
sion audience. “If you misrep-
resent what's in the plan, we
will call you out.”

Democrats gave Obama fre-
quent standing ovations and
Republicans at times mur-
mured unhappily and held
aloft copies of a Republican-
sponsored healthcare bill. One
Republican lawmaker shouted
“you lie” when Obama said his
plan would not pay for health-
care for illegal immigrants.

Lawmakers laughed openly
when Obama said “there re-
main some significant details
to be ironed out.”

Obama hoped the speech
would rejuvenate his flagging
push for an overhaul of the

5 trillion healthcare system,
which has bogged down in
Congress amid a flood of criti-
cism and disputes. He said his
overhaul would cut healthcare
costs, improve care, regulate
insurers to help protect con-
sumers and expand coverage to
more than 46 million uninsured
Americans. He repeated his
pledge that the proposal, which
would cost $900 billion over 10
years, would not increase the
budget deficit.

As promised, he spelled out
several concepts he wanted to
see included in any final bill
passed by Congress, including
creation of an insurance ex-
change where individuals and
small businesses could shop for
policies.

He also reiterated his support
for a government-run insur-
ance plan--the so-called “pub-
lic option”~that has drawn
strong opposition from critics
who say it would harm insur-
ance companies and amount
to a government takeover of
the industry. But he made it
clear the lack of a public option
in any final bill would not be a
deal-breaker.

“The public option is only
a means to that end-and we

should remain open to other
ideas that accomplish our ulti-
mate goal,” he said.

Earlier in the day in the Sen-
ate, months of bipartisan Fi-
nance Committee talks by the
so-called “Gang of Six” negoti-
ators moved into the final stag-
the panel’s Democratic
chairman, Max Baucus, said

companies on their most ex-
pensive healthcare policies and
offer tax credits to individuals
and families to help offset the
cost of premiums.

Three committees in the
House of Representatives and
one other Senate panel have
completed work on a health-
care bill, leaving the Senate Fi-

goal of Republicans, He also
endorsed a proposal from Re-
publican presidential foe John
McCain for a insurance pool
for high-risk consumers.

He said he would prohibit in-
surers from dropping coverage
for sick patients and capping
coverage in a year or lifetime,
would place a limit on out-of-

U.S. President Barack Obama (R) waves at the start of his speech about healthcare reform

asU.S.

e President Joe Biden (L) Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi (C) look on before a

joint session of Congress on Capitol Hill in Washington, on Wednesday.

it was time to proceed with or
without Republicans. Baucus
told reporters he would push
ahead with a bill next week
modeled after proposals he dis-
tributed recently to members.
That plan would levy a fee on
insurers to help pay for cover-
age but would not include a
government-run_health insur-
ance option, which he said
“cannot pass the Senate.”
Baucus’s plan also includes
sweeping insurance  market
changes, It would tax insurance

nance Committee as the final
hurdle before each chamber
can take up the issue. But Re-
publicans have balked at the
total cost, questioned Obama’s
pledge the plan would not in-
crease government debt and
called some of the proposals a
first step to a government take-
over of healthcare.

In a bid to win Republican
support, Obama proposed a
series of state demonstration
projects on medical malprac-
tice reform, a long-sought

pocket expenses, and require
insurers to cover routine check-
ups. Individuals would be re-
quired to have insurance under
Obama’s plan, but he prom-
ised tax credits to individuals
who cannot afford it. He said
reducing waste and inefficiency
in Medicare and Medicaid--the
healthare plans for the elderly
and poor-would pay for most
of the plan, with the rest com-
ing from a fee on insurers who
would benefit from tens of mil-
lions of new customers.

NATO troops free kidnapped
New York Times reporter

KUNDUZ, Afghanistan--
NATO troops freed a ki
napped British  reporter
for the New York Times in
northern  Afghanistan on
Wednesday, but his Afghan
colleague, a British soldier
and at least one civilian
were killed in the rescue.
New York Times reporters
Stephen Farrell and Mo-
hammad  Sultan Munadi
were abducted while at-
tempting to visit the scene
of a NATO air strike that
killed scores of Afghans in
the north of the country.

In an account published
on the newspaper’s website,
Farrell said he was freed
by commandos during the
raid, but Munadi was shot
dead in front of him while
they tried to run to safety.
“We were all in a room, the
Talibs all ran, it was obvi-

ously a raid,” Farrell said.

The two men ran outside,
he said. “There were bullets
all around us. I could hear
British and Afghan voices.”

Farrell said Munadi went
forward, shouting: “Jour-
nalist! ~ Journalist!”  but
dropped in a burst of gun-
fire. Farrell did not know
whether the shots came
from insurgents or the res-
cuers.

“He was lying in the same
position as he fell,” Farrell
said. “That’s all T know. T
saw him go down in front of
me. He did not move. He’s
dead. He was so close, he
was just two feet in front of
me when he dropped.”

Bill Keller, executive editor
of The Times, said: “We're
overjoyed that Steve is free,
but deeply saddened that
his freedom came at such

a cost. We are doing all we
can to learn the details of
what happened. Our hearts
go out to Sultan’s family.”
The British Ministry of
Defence said a British sol-
dier had also been killed in
the raid and his family had
been notified of his death.
It gave no further details.
Abdul Waheed Omarkheil,
district chief of Char Dara
district in Kunduz province,
said an Afghan woman was
also killed during the raid
in the house where the two
men were being held. The
district was the site of last
week’s NATO air strike,
called in by German forces,
which killed scores of Af-
ghans. Farrell and Munadi
had gone to the area to
report on the incident, in
which NATO acknowledges
civilians were killed.
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Religious fanatic briefly hijacks Mexmm airliner

MEXICO CITY--A Boliv-
jan-born man clutching a
Bible and claiming a divine
mission hijacked a plane in
Mexico with more than 100
people aboard on Wednes-
day, but the incident ended
quickly and without blood-
shed.

Jose Flores, who told police
he was a Protestant minis-
ter, seized the AeroMexico
Boeing 737 after take off
from the Caribbean resort
of Cancun demanding to
speak to Mexican President
Felipe Calderon. Flores,
44, smuggled a false bomb
on board and threatened
to blow up the aircraft if he
could not warn the presi-
dent of what he said was
an impending carthquake,
police said.

“He said he is a minister
and that it was a divine rev-
elation that made him carry
out this action,” Security
Minister Genaro Garcia
told reporters.

The plane landed safely
in Mexico City, its origi-

Jose Mar Flores Pereira from
Bolivia, accused of hijack-
ing an AeroMexico plane on
Wednesday.

nal destination, and police
stormed the aircraft after
the passengers had been al-
lowed off, but not the crew.
Police apparently detained
Flores without a struggle
and a few minutes later
led him away in handcuffs,
ending Mexico's first hijack
drama in years.

Transport Minister Juan
Molinar  told  reporters

Federal police prepare to enter a hijacked Boeing 737 plane
at the international airport in Mexico City on Wednesday.
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that all 104 passengers and
crew of 8 were safely off
here was no

Nine men were initially
detained, but Security Min-
ister Garcia said eight were
ordinary passengers caught
up in the drama. He said
Flores, wearing a shirt and
jeans, was the only hijack-
er.

Smiling and chewing gum,
the hijacker was presented
ata news conference but re-
fused to answer journalists”
questions. Earlier, secu-
ity forces raced to Mexico
City airport and helicopters
circled above the airport as
the plane landed and taxied
to a part of the airport re-
served for emergencies.

Some passengers said they
were not aware of the hijack
during the flight, although
one man noticed Flores
was carrying a Bible. “We
really didn’t know what was
going on,” passenger Adri-
ana Romero told Mexican
television. “We realized it
was a hijack when
we saw the police
trucks.”

Mexico has no
major radical po-
litical groups who
espouse violence,
although Calde-
ron is embroiled
in a bitter war
with drug cartels,
whose turf wars
have killed more
than 13,000 peo-
ple since he took
power in late
2006 and set the
army on them.
Direct attacks by
drug  gangs on
the public or at-
tempts to force
talks with the government
are very rare.
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-
Police and rescue Ieam members stand around a Boeing 737 plane at International Airport in|

Mexico City on Wednesday.

The last major hijack in
Mexico was in 1972, when
four men describing them-
selves as part of a group of
armed communists seized
an aircraft in the northern
city of Monterrey and redi-

rected it to Cuba.

In 1999, a flight leaving
the capital for Monterrey
returned after 40 minutes
after a man threatened the
pilot and said he had bombs
in his belt, El Universal re-

Vacancy
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ported.

Cancun is Mexico’s top
tourist destination and at-
tracts millions of U.S. and
European sunseekers ev-
ery year to its white-sand
beaches and luxury hotels.
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Heaviest rains in 80 years
kill 31 people in Turkey

ISTANBUL--Flash  floods
killed 31 people in northwest
Turkey, sweeping through
the city of Istanbul, swamp-
ing houses, turning highways
into fast-flowing rivers and
drowning seven women in a
minibus that was taking them
to work.

Twen

six died in Istanbul,
Turkey’s largest city with 14
million inhabitants, Prime
Minister Tayyip Erdogan said
late on Wednesday, after two
days of the heaviest rain in 80
years produced sudden flood
waters which engulfed low-
lying areas.

Another five died in Saray,

Suddenly everything
seems smaller.

Carfbbean Lottery retaller mear you!
Draws Toesdays & Fridays Sales close st B:30pm.

west of Istanbul, reportedly
all from the same family.
Nine more were missing, Er-
dogan said.

In Istanbul rescue work-
ers, some on boats, put out
planks and ladders to help
drivers, stranded in fast-flow-
ing waters, reach the safety of
bridges and high land. Mili-
tary helicopters also assisted
bringing stranded people to
safety.

The worst flooding occurred
in areas in the west of the
city, on the European side,
where drainage is often poor.
The waters began to recede
late on Wednesday revealing
wrecked buildings and debris
scattered across the streets,
as distressed residents and
workers started the clean-up.
Interior Minister Besir Ata-
lay said the death toll could
rise as waters continued to
recede.

Witnesses said waves of
muddy waters pulling cars,
trees and debris crashed into
homes and buildings early on
Wednesday as people were
getting up to break their fast-
ing during the holy month
of Ramadan. “We heard a
crashing sound and then saw
the waters coming down car-

rying cars and debris,” said
Nuri Bitken, a 42-year-old

night guard at a truck ga-
rage.

“We tried to wake up those
who were still asleep in the
trucks but some didn’t make

it. The dead had to be re-
trieved by boats,” Bitken told
Reuters.

CNN Turk television showed
scenes of white blankets cov-
ering the bodies of people
found in the western Halkali
neighbourhood near Ataturk
International  ai Air-
port officials sa
no disruption to flights.

My friend got stuck in the
truck after the water rose all
at once. The vehicle stopped
working after filling with wa-
ter. We rescued him with a
winch,” Kamil Coskun told
Reuters TV in Ikitelli dis-
trict.

Istanbul’s ancient district of
Sultanahmet, with
mosques, the pala
waterfront and Beyoglu’s
area of narrow streets were
largely unaffected.

In the Ikitelli commercial
district, residents scrambled
for office equipment amid
debris. In other parts of the
city, people waded chest-high
through swamped highways.

Insurance company Axa
Sigorta Deputy General
Manager Ali Erlat said dam-
age from the floods could
total $70 million-$80 mil-
lion, the state-run Anatolian
news agency reported. Pub-
lic Works Minister Mustafa
Demir, who toured the worst
hit areas, said there was
“huge damage to infrastruc-
ture”

Police investigate nursery
over injuries to children

LONDON--Detectives
have questioned five people
as part of an investigation
into unexplained broken
bones suffered by three tod-
dlers who attended a nurs-
ery in Nottinghamshire.
Police and Ofsted, the body
which overs nurseries,
said they had launched a
joint probe last month into
the Rocking Horse Nursery
in the village of Plumtree
after a child was taken to
hospital after suffering an
unexplained fracture.
“Subsequent enquiries
have so far established
that two further children
who attended the Rocking
Horse Nursery had also
suffered unexplained frac-
tures this year,” a Notting-
hamshire Police spokes-
man said on Wednesday.
“All the children involved
are aged between one and
two years, and officers have
questioned five people in
connection with the inves-
tigation. Two of those were
arrested and subsequently
released on police bail,

while the remaining three
were questioned under po-
lice caution.”

Police said there was no
suggestion of any sexual
abuse at the nursery which
has places for 90 children
aged up to four. The nurs-
ery has now been closed.

“While the investigation
is ongoing, we have taken
immediate steps to ensure
the safety of children by
suspending the provider’s
registration,” an  Ofsted
spokesman  said.  “This
means that the nursery is
closed until further notice.
‘We will review this situa-
tion once all investigations
have been concluded.”

The nursery said it could
make no comment while
the probe was ongoing. A
statement  from lawyers
representing the directors
said they had not been
informed that there was
evidence to suggest any al-
leged injury had occurred
while the child was in the
care of the nursery, local
media reported.
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Former Iron Curtain oddity now a tourist hotspot

MOEDLAREUTH, Ger-
many--A tiny village of 50
residents straddling the for-
mer border dividing East
and West Germany and
nicknamed “Little Berlin”
has preserved its own 100-
meter section of the Iron
Curtain--for tourists.

For more than 38 years
Moedlareuth belonged to
two different countries and
ideological ~systems. The
2.5 meter (cight foot) high
Wall, similar to the famous
Berlin Wall, remains a fix-
ture in the village center
even 20 years after Com-
munism collapsed.

Nowadays the farming
hamlet that lies some 300
km (186 miles) south of
Berlin has become a prime
destination  for  tourists
searching for the remnants
of the Communist era when
East and West Germany
were divided. “Visitors can
come here to get a real
glimpse of what it was like
to live here with the Wall
running through the middle
of the village,” said Robert
Lebegern, director of the
Deutsch-Deutsches ~ Mu-
seum in the heart of Moed-
lareuth.

For four decades the vil-
lagers of Moedlareuth were
divided by the Iron Curtain.
Half of the village was in
the old German kingdom
of Bavaria, the other part
lay in the eastern state of
Thuringia. It was one bi-
zarre aspect of the country’s
division.

A neighborly cup of tea is
now a mere matter of a few
steps, but traces of the old
division still persist: there
are two different post codes,
two dialing codes and two
different school ~systems.
Those living in the former
East greet each other with
“Guten Tag” (good day)

SoLpDze

El Jun 4, Poland:
Solidarity — trade union
movement fighting for
political freedom during
1980s — wins first multi-
party elections in Soviet
bloc, heralding collapse

| Warsaw Pact
states, 1989

I Nov 10, Bulgaria:
Mass demonstrations
on political reform force
Todor Zhivkov — Soviet
bloc’s longest-serving
leader — to resign,
paving way for first free
elections since 1946

of communism in Europe

GERMANY /Aa;; I
EAST GEFZMANY b %

Kﬂ' events in Europe’s revolutions of 1989

A Sep 10, Hungary:
Budapest permits
thousands of East
German “tourists” to
cross border to West —
first case of Warsaw
Pact state failing to rein
in each others’ citizens

H Nov 24,
Czechoslovakia:
Communist politburo
toppled after week of
mass protests known as

Velvet Revolution, led
by dissident playwright
Vaclav Havel

Pictures: Getty Images, Associated Press

El Nov 9: Germany:
Berlin Wall falls after
unprecedented series
of mass public rallies
force East German
authorities to allow
citizens to cross border
into West Germany

SOVIET

3 Dec 25: Romania:
Hardline President
Nicolae Ceausescu
executed by firing
squad after violence
sweeps country in wake
of brutal crackdown on
protesters

© GRAPHIC NEWS

while their neighbors from
the heavily Roman Catho-
lic state of Bavaria tend to
use the traditional greet-
ing “Gruess Gott!,” liter-
ally translated as “Greet
God!.”

In addition to the origi-
nal segment of Wall--which
looks like a compact version

of its big brother in Berlin--
the old border posts, watch
towers and barbed-wire
fencing still stand in their
original positions.

The occasional barking
dog--an eerie echo of the
past border control--inter-
rupts the droning of a trac-
tor in the nearby fields. But

gone are the armed guards
who once surveyed resi-
dents. Instead snap-happy
tourists arrive by the bus-
load.

The inhabitants of sleepy
Moedlareuth have grown
used to the constant in-
flux of visitors who shuffle
to the museum to watch a

Lawmakers

MOSCOW--Russian  law-
makers backed a law on
Wednesday that provides
a legal basis for President
Dmitry Medvedev to de-
ploy troops beyond Rus-
sia’s borders, a year after
the country’s forces were
sent to Georgia to fight a
war. Georgia has said the
law is an attempt to legiti-
mise Moscow’s role in the
August 2008 conflict.

The first reading of the bill
ed in Ru
chamber, the Duma, with a
clear majority and enthusi-
astic support from deputies
as a defence against pos-

back Kremlin's new military power

sible conflicts, with hints
directed towards countries
like Ukraine and Georgia.
“Some states mostly in the
south and southeast, should
let their general staffs know
that the President of Rus-
sia must protect its citizens
wherever they may be,” said
nationalist Liberal Demo-
cratic Party (LDPR) leader
Vladimir Zhirinovsky.
Since modern wars can be
swift, a lengthy procedure
to sanction the deployment
of troops abroad could
harm national interests,
said the head of the parlia-
ment’s defence committee

and pro-Kremlin lawmaker,
Viktor Zavarzin.

Most countries in the
former Soviet Union have

significant minorities  of
Russian  citizens. Several
have  Russian  military

bases, including Georgia’s
ally Ukraine, which ho
a major naval base on the
Black Sea. Medvedev said
in August that the new law
was motivated by last year’s
war in Georgia, but said he
hoped he would not have to
send troops abroad again.
The legislation must still
be passed in further read-
ings by both the lower and

upper chambers before en-
tering into law but is not ex-
pected to face any hurdles,
with pro-Kremlin parties in
control of both chambers.
‘When the plans to draw
up the law were announced
last month, Georgia’s For-
eign Ministry said it was
an attempt to put a legal
framework on last year’s
war, which erupted in its
disputed province of South
Ossetia. Russia has since
recognised South Ossetia
and a second breakaway re-
gion Abkhazia as indepen-
dent states, but only Nica-
ragua has followed its lead.

20-minute film document-
ing the peculiar split reality
that became normality for
nearly four decades. More
than 60,000 visitors came
to Moedlareuth in 2008
and the museum expects a
similar number to make the
trek to the isolated village
this year as the 20th anni-
versary of the Wall falling
approaches. “It feels very
frozen in time,” said Huw
Diprose, 20, a student of
International ~ Politics ~ at
Aberystwyth University in
Wales, who was on a walk
along the former Iron Cur-
tain. “I was barely a year old
when the wall fell. T wanted
to come here to get into the
mindset of what it was like
back then.”

East Germany started to
fence itself off from the
border that
had been ad-
ministrative then divided
families, friends and neigh-
bors. East Germany built
the Berlin Wall in 1961 and
at the same time in Moed-
lareuth. Even neighborly
greetings were outlawed.

“We could wave to our
friends on the other side of
the wall, but they weren’t
allowed to acknowledge us

back,” said Karin Mergner,
a 62-year-old farmer living
in western Moedlareuth.

When the Wall finally
cracked open in 1989, east-
ern Moedlareuth was over-
whelmed by the sudden
media attention. Residents
quickly became resentful of
visitor stereotypes of back-
wardness and reports of
bitter East-West division.

It took a while for the
small town to reunite. Four
weeks after the Berlin Wall
was opened on November
9, 1989, a direct border
opening was finally made in
Moedlareuth on December
9 1989 but everyone was
still required to present
their passports.

It wasn’t until six months
later, on June 17, that peo-
ple were allowed to cross
the border in “Little Ber-
lin” freely, after the mayor
on the Bavarian side, Ar-
nold  Friedrich, knocked
down larger chunks of the
Wall with a digger.

“It was a great moment
of celebration,” said Lebe-
gern, director of the muse-
um. “But afterwards some
East Germans complained
that he had damaged East
German property.”
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r THE GIRL POWER TEAM 1
ST. MAARTEN IS EXPANDING!!

EACILITATORS NEEDED

Working under the umbrella of the St. Maarten Aids Foun-
dation, The Girl Power team has a busy schedule planned
for the coming year, continuing to provide lively and infor-
mative workshops for high school girls on St. Maarten.

The team is made up of female volunteers from all sec-
tions of the community, including representatives and
professionals from many businesses and organizations,
government and women’s groups who have an interest in
the development of the youth of St. Maarten. Amongst the
skills we will be looking for in our new team members is
the ability to discuss with the students issues of sexual risk
behavior, sexually transmitted diseases, HIV/AIDS and
reproductive health, providing them with accurate and up i
to date information.

If you would like to learn more about how you could vol- i
. unteer to join this dedicated team of women to become a |
Girl Power Facilitator please go to http://www.sxmaids- f|
foundation.org and follow the link at the bottom of the
page where you will find more information. Or email
jbgirlpower@gmail.com or telephone 557 8700 (9am to
. 5pm) and speak to a Girl Power team member.

| - S — .
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An Afghan man rides on his donkey-cart past a poster of President Hamid Karz

Wednesday.

Karzai defends Afghanistan
presidential poll as honest

KABUL--Incumbent Hamid

Karzai defended last month’s
Afghan presidential clection
as honest on Wednesday, a
day after returns showed him
set to win in a single round
and a U.N-backed panel or-
dered a partial recount.

The standoff has alarmed
Western leaders who have
risked their own political
capital to send troops on
what is becoming an increas-
ingly unpopular mission.

Preliminary election results
issued on Tuesday gave Kar-
zai more than 54 percent of
valid votes tallied, putting
him above the 50 percent
threshold needed to avoid
a runoff with his closest ri-
val, former foreign minister
Abdullah Abdullah. But the
independent Electoral Com-
plaints Commission (ECC),
appointed mainly by the
United Nations, said it had
found “clear and convinc-
ing” evidence of fraud and
ordered a partial recount.

On Wednesday, Karzai
praised the conduct of the
vote. “The president praised
the (clection officials) for
holding the election with
honesty and impartiality de-
spite all the difficulti the
presidential palace said in a
statement.

Abdullal s Karzai’s back-
ers have attempted to steal
the Aug. 20 election by stuff-
ing ballots on a massive scale.
Early vote tables, which have
been removed from the el
tion commission’s website
without explanation, showed
whole villages in which Kar-
zai received every single bal-
lot cast, sometimes with ex-
actly 400 or 500 votes.

For now, Western officials
have put their confidence in
the watchdog ECC, which
can overturn the result and
must sign off on the outcome
before it is final. Diplomats

say they are uneasy but re-
signed to the po: lity of the
U.N.-backed body reversing

a result released by Afghan-
n’s own election authori-
t The West originally
hailed the vote as a suc
largely because the Taliban
failed to disrupt it. Those
assessments have became in-
creasingly muted as evidence
of fraud has mounted.

Pakistan’s President Asif
Ali Zardari played down
concerns about the Afghan
election and said in a BBC
television interview he would
be present if Karzai is sworn
in for a new term.

In central Kabul, hundreds
of people gathered to mourn
the death of Tajik anti-Tal-
ihdn hero hmed Shah

crucial rallying day for half-
Tajik Abdullah who was part
of Masood’s inner circle. Ad-
dressing the rally, Abdullah
made no direct mention of
the election but played up
his link to the iconic com-
mander.

“Masood fought for this
country and died for this
country,” said  Abdullah,
whose  supporters  have
threatened to hold protests
if their election concerns
were not heard. “He fought
to bring peace and security to
this country

Speaking alongside Abdul-
lah in a city festooned with
Masood posters, ex-president
and key ally Burhanuddin
Rabbani added: “The elec-
tion result must be cleaned
or Afghanistan will face cha-
os and big challenge:

JOB DI
Moust have 5 years experience.
Must be able to work independamn

CRIPTION:

This position invelves re

0B REQUIREME!
High school certificate

& weekends
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Labour Dey

Shipwreck Shops

Must be able to print tshirts, & ac
Must be able to operate & service print machines.
Must be able to lift boxes, Must be well organised.
Must be able to communi h

cheching contents of boxe:

printing merchandise and delivering to stores,
Must be trustworthy & come with good references,

TS

Must be able to work flexible hours, evenings

Must have own transport &
5¢ submit an applicaton & resume to
artment, with copy to

Shipwreck Shops #38 AT, lllidge Road

has a vacancy
for printer.

ories.

e well in English
s merchandise,
ring items 1o print,
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3

r equivalent Diploma

lid drivers lic
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Destroyed schools deepen
Pakistani children’s woes

NEW DELHI--The destruc-
tion of hundreds of schools
during fighting between the
Pakistani army and Taliban
militants has left more than
half a million children with
little hope of education,
the United Nations said on
Wednesday.

The army offensive against
militants in North West
Frontier Province (NWFP)
resulted in one of largest
internal displacements in
recent times. About 2.3
million people fled their
homes, most after fighting
intensified in April.

But as displaced families
leave the shelter of camps
and host communities to
g0 home, they are finding
many of their children’s
schools in ruins. “The im-
pact of the fighting has been
quite dramatic on schools
and students in NWFP”
Luc Chauvin, deputy rep-
resentative for the U.N.
Children’s Fund (UNICEF)
in Pakistan, told Reuters
AlertNet in a telephone in-
terview.

“Some of the girls’ schools
were blown up by the Tal-
iban before the fighting,
while other schools were
destroyed during the active
conflict,” he said.

Chauvin said about 230
schools had been “com-
pletely flattened”, while
about 410 schools had been
damaged with collapsed
walls and roofs caused by
mortar  fire, rocket-pro-
pelled grenades or bombs.

The Taliban, who oppose
female education, blew up
girls schools when  they
controlled the Swat area for
about two years. They at-
tacked other empty schools
be oldiers often used
them as camps.

Chauvin said more than
4,000 other primary and sec-
ondary schools also needed
to be renovated. Many had
been converted into shel-
ters to ac

rying out revenge attacks by
burning down more schools
and attacking students.
Chauvin said a lack of
schooling for more than half
a million children would be
a devastating blow to peo-
ple desperate to get back
to normal life. “When chil-
dren go to school it creates
a sense of normalcy and this
is what returning popula-
tions need,” said Chauvin.
“But this is impossible if the
schools no longer exi

ative to invest in poverty al-
leviation and development
projects in NWFP, which
has become a fertile ground
for recruiting militants, but
the ian commu-

peo-
ple flecing the hg]mng
“Lots of schools need to be
cleaned up, repainted and
refurnished after so many
people have been living
there and things have been
stolen or furniture burnt as
firewood,” he sai
Humanitarian workers,
who are as
help areas
such as the Swat valley, say
schools are amongst the
worst-hit infrastructure. De-
spite areas being declared
safe, militants are still op-
erating and have been car-

nity in Pakistan is struggling
to find funds. The United
Nations has only received
3 percent of the funds re-
quired to restore basic
services such as water and
clectricity systems, and hos-
pitals and clinics.

Chauvin said schools were
also being neglected with
donors only funding 17 per-
cent of the $23.2 million re-
quired. “There scems to be
consensus that education
is key but when it comes to
action, education is some-
times the forgotten child.”

MV SHAUNA 11

Anguilla Private Charter Boat Service
To and from Juliana Airport, Dutch Side St. Maarten

For Reservations:

Call: 264-772-2031 or 264-476-6534 in AXA
Call: 001-599-553-1820 or 011599-580-8584 in SXM
Email us at mysandyisiand@hotmail.com

WnionCaribe

dinera a tiempo
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SALE

NAIL SALON
EQUIPMENT

FURNITURE, CHAIRS,
TABLES, MACHINES,
COUNTERS,
NAIL SUPPLIES &
PEDICURE CHAIRS.

Sale will take place at Cole Bay
Shopping Center (Burger King
Mall) in Cole Bay,
formerly known as PRONAILS

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY

RESCUE A-TEAM
Security Company is seeking Security Officers to
carry oul their daily operations in St Maarten,

Requirements:

= Males between the ages 23-45 years

= Dependable, refiable and flexible

« Physically fit and willing to work shifts

= Must be fluent in English, written and oral

= Must be dsciplined and willing to follow instructions
« Clean Police Record a must

» DMLY Antilleans or persons with valid working

@)ATE 5.5‘

s;n\m}.s

MPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY

Checkmate Security Services N.V. your leading
Security Company is seeking Security Dfficers to camy out
their daily operations in St. Maarten
Requirements:
= Makes between the ages 23-45 years
= Dapendable, reliable and fiadble
= Physically fit and willing o work shifts

Saturday, September 12th, 2009
from 10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
EVERYTHING MUST GO.
MAKE AN OFFER.
CASH AND CARRY.
Tel./Fax.: 542-2497

documents

If you are interested in a challenging position and you
meet our requirements, please send your application
letter to the Labour Department and fax a
copy to 54-20202.

= Musst be fluent in English, written and oral

= Must be disciplined and willing to follow instructions.

= Clean Police Record & must

* ONLY Anfiliaans or parsons with vaiid working documents

If you are interested in a chalianging position and you meet
our requirements, please sand your apphication letter o the
Labour Department and fax a copy to 54-20202.

Office Assistant

Porto Cupecoy is seeking applications for the following:
We have a position opening for a receptionist and office
assistant to join Porto Cupecoy, an extraordinary village
marina in Sint Maarten. You will be joining an elite team
of real estate professionals dedicated to achieving
success and positioning Porto Cupecoy as the place to
own and live. You will be working exclusively for Porto
Cupecoy and reporting to the Sales Director.

Qualifications and Requirements:

* 3to 5 years work experience in similar role

+ Dynamic and energetic team player

* Good interpersonal, verbal and written
communication skills

* Proficient in bookkeeping and document archives

* Proficient in database management, MS Windows
and applications (Word, Excel & PowerPoint)

* Must have Dutch papers or valid work permit

* Fluent in French and/or Dutch an asset

Duties & Responsibilities:

* Assist and support sales initiatives for Porto
Cupecoy

* Work with and assist sales team when necessary

* Answering of phones; staff front desk

* Meet and greet prospects in Sales Centre, as
necessary

« Tell the Porto Cupecoy Story

* Assist Project Marketing and Sales Operations
Coordinator as deemed necessary

* Ensure Sales Centre is professionally maintained

* Attend weekly sales meetings

* Attend 90 day performance reviews with the
Sales Director

* Upkeep of sales and marketing materials

Email Resumes with Cover Letter to:
erichardson@portocupecoy.com

Porto Cupecoy is seeking applications for the following:

We have a position opening for a dynamic sales person to join
Porto Cupecoy, an extraordinary village marina in Sint Maarten.
You will be joining an elite team of real estate professionals
dedicated to achieving success and positioning Porto Cupecoy
as the place to own and live. You will be working exclusively for
Porto Cupecoy and reporting to the Sales Director.

O

& Requir

* 5 years experience in the marketing and sale of
residential resort real estate with a proven track record
in sales

* Demonstrate leadership skills and work in a strong team
environment

* Previous training or education in the marketing and sale
of resort real estate

* A database of customers, connectors and real estate
brokers with interest in residential resort property

* Laptop computer

+ Completely proficient in databases, MS Word, Excel and
Power Point

+ Familiar with CRM

* Good interpersonal, verbal and written communication
skills

* Experience with legal contracts and all relations with
HOA documents

* Must have Dutch papers or valid work permit

* Fluent in English - Dutch and French an asset

Dutles & Responsibilities:
Maintain clear and concise customer reports

* Ensure sales models and offices are professionally
maintained
Routinely deliver the Porto Cupecoy Story
Attend weekly sales meetings
90 day performance reviews with Sales Director
Develop, build and maintain highly effective customer
relationships
* Implement sales strategies and tactics; successfully

achieve sales targets on a consistent basis

This position is 100% commission based and sales will be paid
and earned on “sold and closed” homes.

Email Resumes with Cover Letter to:
erichardson@portocupecoy.com.
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Iran presents proposals as Wesi ups nuclear pressure

TEHRAN--Iran  handed a
package of proposals to world
powers on Wednesday, as it
came under renewed Western
pressure to swiftly engage in
“meaningful” talks to resolve
the dispute over its nuclear
programme.

Tehran says its proposals
address “various global is-
sues” and represent a “new
opportunity for talks and
cooperation”. But it was not
clear what the proposals were
and whether they would be
enough to avert the threat of
further sanctions on Iran.

The United States voiced
hope that Iran’s proposals
would be constructive and
said it intended to study them
carefully. “We hope that what
is contained in that response
is a serious, substantive and
constructive response to the
proposal,” U.S. Ambassador
to the United Nations Susan
Rice told reporters after a
meeting of the U.N. Security
Council. “We will study the
content carefully.”

Hours before the package
was handed to representa-
tives of world powers in Iran,
the United States said the
Islamic Republic was moving
closer to being able to make
atomic bombs by stockpiling
enriched uranium. “We have
serious concerns that Iran
is deliberately —attempting,
at a minimum, to preserve
a nuclear weapons option,
U.S. envoy Glyn Davies told a
meeting of the 35-nation gov-
erning board of the Interna-
tional Atomic Energy Agency
(IAEA).

“Iran is now either very near
or in possession already of
sufficient low-enriched ura-
nium to produce one nuclear
weapon if the decision were

~ 4 .
Iran’s Foreign Minister Manouchehr Mottaki (L) hands over its package of proposals to am-
bassadors of countries in the Group of 5+1, in Tehran on Wednesday. Iran handed the pack-

age of proposals to world powers on Wednesday, a:

ame under renewed Western pressure|

to swiftly engage in “meaningful” talks to resolve the dispute over its nuclear programme. (R
to L) Deputy Head of Mission Patrick Davies, China’s Ambassador Xie Xiaoyan and Germany’s
Ambassador Herbert Honsowitz.

made to further enrich it to
weapons-grade,” Davies said
at the Vienna-based U.N.
nuclear watchdog body.

Iran, the world’s fifth-largest
crude exporter, says its nu-
clear programme med at
producing electricity and has
repeatedly rejected demands
to halt enrichment, which can
have both civilian and military
purposes.

Senior diplomats from the six
major powers, Britain, China,
France, Germany, Russia
and the United States, plan
to hold a conference call on
Wednesday to discuss Iran’s
proposal, a U.S. official said
on condition of anonymity.

IAEA Director-General
Mohamed ElBaradei said his
non-proliferation ~ inspectors
had serious concerns, but we
are not in a state of panic.
“That is because we have not
seen diversion of nuclear ma-
terial (from declared civilian
uses), we have not seen com-
ponents of nuclear weapons.
We do not have any informa-
tion to that effect,” he said.

But there is growing Western
disquiet about Iran’s nuclear
advances which have been
largely out of sight duc to the
restrictions Iran has placed on
U.N. inspections. ElBaradei
said intelligence material sug-
gesting Iran had illicitly stud-

TEHRAN--Iranian  oppo-
sition  leader ~ Mirhossein
Mousavi urged his support-
ers on Wednesday not to be
provoked by the detention of
one of his top allies and an-
other reformer, a statement
on his website said.

Mousavi said the detention
of reformers Alireza Hos-
seini Beheshti and Morteza
Alviri was a “sign of more
horrendous events to come”.

“Keep your calm and re-
main aware,” said Mousavi
in the statement posted on
the website Kaleme.com.
“Be careful not to let them
(authorities) provoke you.”

The arrests on Tuest
ported by reformist websites,
signalled increasing pressure
by the authorities on pro-re-
form foes of President Mah-
moud Ahmadinejad. Ahma-
dinejad renewed his defence

of the disputed June election,
saying on Wednesday his re-
election w defeat for the
West which he accused of
meddling in the polls.

“The presidential election
was a historic slap in the face
of the shaky liberal democ-
racy,” the state news agency
IRNA quoted Ahmadinejad
as saying.

Mousavi’s website earlier
quoted the wife of Beheshti,
who heads an opposition
committee looking into al-
leged abuse of imprisoned
protesters after the disputed
June election, as saying he
was arrested in his home on
Tuesday. The wife, who was
not named, said five security
agents took part in the raid
and searched “everywhere,
even the bedroom” for sever-
al hours and seized personal

before taking Beheshti away.
The family was treated in an
“impolite way,” she added.
He is the son of Ayatol-
lah  Mohammad Hosseini
Beheshti, who was head of
Iran’s supreme  court for
about a year affer its 1979 Is-

Job Description/Requirements:

Netherlands Antilles.

Experience:

amic and killed in
a 1981 bombing attack. There
was no immediate comment
from officials on the report.

Another reformist web-
site, mowjcamp.com, said
on Tuesday that Alviri, a top
aide of pro-reform cleric
Mehdi Karoubi and a former
Tehran mayor, had been de-
tained. Also on Tuesday, ju-
diciary officials closed down
Karoubi’s office in northern
Tehran and seized documents
and computer data disks, the
ILNA news agency reported
carlier.

and

respect themselves and others.

NuStar Terminals N.
Human Resources
Tumble Down Dick
St. Eustatius
Netherlands Antilles

Fax: +599 318 2259

ied how to assemble nuclear
arms was serious and Tehran
must address it, not just issue
unsubstantiated denials. “If
this information is real, there
is a high probability that nu-
clear weaponisation activities
took place (in Iran).”

Iranian President Mahmoud
Ahmadinejad said on Monday
Iran was ready for dialogue
on problems and challenges
facing the world but insisted
it would not back down in the
nuclear issue.

Ahmadinejad has already
snubbed  U.S.  President
Barack Obama’s end-Sep-
tember deadline to talk to the
major powers on Iran’s nucle-
ar work, saying discussion on
the issue was “finished” and
Tehran would not negotiate
on its “rights”. Tran was ready
to negotiate and cooperate on
making “peaceful use of clean
nuclear energy” available for
all countries and in prevent-
ing the spread of nuclear
arms, he said.

US. President Barack
Obama has indicated Iran
will face much harsher inter-

VACANCY

re
uStar

MuStar Terminals NV,

NuStar Terminals has an immediate vacancy for a

School Teacher

Teaches and supervises a group of children, maintains all required documentation and assists in the
planning and implementation of daily activities. Ensures the safety and well being of each individual
child by providing support, security, and stability.
Minimum education requirement High school diploma or equivalent to USA 12 grade.

Teaching or other related degree preferred. Must have a valid work permit or be a citizen of the

Prior experience working as a member of a classroom team strongly preferred.

1-2 years of experience working with children in an educational setting is preferred.
Experience with an American based teaching curriculum preferred.
Flexibility to work with all age groups.

Current GPR and First Aid training, preferred.

Basic computer skills, including Microsoft Office.

Excellent verbal and written communication skils.

Ability to organize and prioritize tasks.

Ability to perform multiple tasks simultaneously.

Excellent customer service skills.

Supervise the classroom, helping the children to think creatively, to solve problems independently and
Spark imagination, build self-esteem and help children discover new things each day.

Prepare the classroom environment including pre-activity set up.
Assist with administrative duties as necessary.

Maintain a clean, orderly classroom and school.

Maintain positive parent-teacher communications.

Interested persons may send the applications to
NV,

Email: shermen.gibbs-pompier@nustarenergy.com

national sanctions, possibly
targeting its lifeblood ol sec-
it does not accept good-
faith negotiations by the end
of September. In" Vienna,
three big European Union
powers prodded Iran to en-
gage in meaningful nuclear
talks “now” and warned Teh-
ran could not endlessly evade
an TAEA investigation.

“Iran’s responses so far
have been neither positive
nor satisfactory,” Germany
Ambassador Ruediger L
edeking said.

“We again call on Iran to en-
gage in meaningful negotia-
tions with a view to achieving
a comprehensive diplomatic
solution. Iran should make
use of the window of oppor-
tunity now,” he said, speaking
on behalf of France and Brit-
ain as well.

The three European coun-
tries said Tehran’s “persistent
defiance and point-blank re-
fusal” to suspend enrichment,
and its avoidance of negotia-
tions, as demanded by U.N.
Security Council resolutions
since 2006, was unacceptable.
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Royal reopens socialist
parly leadership dispute

PARIS--French opposition
politician Segolene Royal
said on Wednesday she was
shocked by new allegations
that vote rigging had cost
her the Socialist Party lead-
ership, and was considering
ways to seek redres

The dispute will add to the
misery for the Socialists,
who have failed for years to
overcome internal divisions
and have suffered repeated
electoral drubbings at the
hands of President Nicolas
Sarkozy and his centre-
right UMP party.

“I felt shocked when I
thought about the thou-
sands of Socialist Party
members whose votes were
stolen from them,” Royal,
who was runner-up to Sar-
kozy in the 2007 presiden-
tial election, said during an
interview on France 2 state
television.

She was referring to a new
book by journalists Karim

Rissouli and Antonin An-
dre. In excerpts published
this week by French media,
the authors say they have
evidence of widespread
ballot stuffing during the
leadership race in Novem-
ber 2008.

Royal lost that contest to
Martine Aubry, a former
labour minister, by a mar-
gin of just 102 votes out
of 135,000 cast. “We knew
that there had been some
cheating, but not on that
scale and not in such an or-
ganised way,” Royal said on
France 2.

Socialist Party spokesman
Benoit Hamon dismissed
the charge. “(The book) is
poorly informed and takes
liberties with accounts given
by various people in order
to incriminate the party,”
he said during an interview
with TV5 Monde.

Royal said she would take
time to read the entire book

B

Island Territory of St. Maarten
Netherlands Antilles
PUBLIC TENDER
The Executive Council of the Island Territory of
St. Maarten, hereby invites prospective bidders to the public
bidding for the project:

NUMBER PLATES ISLAND TERRITORY OF
ST. MAARTEN 2010

Principal:
The Executive Council of the Island Territory of
St. Maarten, coordinated by the Island Receivers Office.

Financed by:
The Island Territory St. Maarten, Netherlands Antilles.

Project Objective:

The objective of this project is among others to:
Deliver the number plates for motor vehicle tax year 2010
to the Island Territory St. Maarten in accordance to the
specifications and market price.

Terms of Reference:
The Terms of Reference for this project can be obtained at the
office of the Island Receivers Office, Island Receiver
Sherry Hazel, address: Soualiga Rd # 6, Philipsburg,
St. Maarten, Netherlands Antilles.
Tel: +599 5422083 Fax: +599 5423594, The Terms of
Reference is available in Dutch.

Submittance of Bids:

The bids must be submitted, in writing, signed, in the Dutch or
English language, in the format as described in the Terms of
Reference, in triplicate, in a closed envelop, with on the envelop
the address and the notification ‘Bid for Number plates Island
Territory of St. Maarten 2010°. The bid must be submitted at the
Island Receivers Office, to the attention of the Island Receiver,
address: Soualiga Rd # 6, Philipsburg, St. Maarten, Netherlands
Antilles, ultimately on September 30th, 2009 at 2:00 pm.
The bid may be submitted by e-mail at
sherry.hazel@sintmaartengov.org or invordsxm@yahoo.com.
All documents then need to be compiled in one pdf-file.
Also the signature will need to be scanned and included.
Bids per fax will not be accepted. Envelopes will be opened and
bids will be announced during the tender session.

Project Awarding:
The aim is to award the project ultimately by October 12th, 2009.

Further Information:

Further information about the tender procedure and the project
can be obtained at the office of the Island Receiver, Sherry Hazel,
Tel: 542-2083/ Fax: 542-3594.

Questions must be submitted in writing.

and would seek advice be-
fore deciding what to do.

Allegations of vote-rigging
had surfaced during the
leadership contest. At the
time, Aubry denied cheat-
ing and insisted that the of-
ficial result was valid.

The revival of the contro-
versy is a blow to Aubry,
who has struggled to assert
her authority ever since the
disputed poll. Her inabil-
ity to quell chronic party
infighting was blamed for
a disastrous performance
in European Union parlia-
mentary elections in June,
when the Socialists slumped
to 16.8 percent of the vote
compared with 28 percent
to the UMP.

The once-mighty party has
not triumphed in a presi-
dential election since 1988,
when Francois Mitterrand
won a second term. It has
completely failed to capi-
talise on voter anger about
the financial crisis, leaving
the field open for Sarkozy
to promote ideas usually as-
sociated with the left, such
as tighter market regula-
tion and state intervention
in the economy.

MADRID--Spanish  judge
Baltasar Garzon faced accu-
sations of malpractice over
his investigation of thou-
sands of disappearances
during Spain’s Civil War in a
case that could end a career
that has brought him inter-
national fame.

Garzon, who appeared as
a defendant in the Supreme
Court, is best known for his

attempt to extradite former

SVITZER............ %8

Svitzer Group is looking for experienced crew for our tug-
boats in St. Eustatius. Svitzer is part of AP Moller/Maersk
— the world " s largest maritime operating company.

Scope of work is mainly barge handling, tanker berthing, towing
and SPM mooring with conventional twin-screw tugboats. Work
schedule is 2 months on and 1 month off. We offer competi-
tive wages and training opportunities for crew willing to make a
long-term commitment to the Svitzer team.

Positions required:
*  Master:

«  Chief Officer.
«  Ch. Engineer:
+  Tankerman:
«  Cook:

«  A/BSeaman

License min. 500 GT and GMDSS
License min. 500 GT and GMDSS
License till 3000 kW

Tanker PIC endorsement

A/B Seaman

All vacancies need valid STCW 95 endorsements and a valid
medical certificate.

Also required a drug and alcohol test which is no older than 3
months.

Resumes can be sent to Svitzer Americas Crewing at our Miami
office. Application information should be sent via email only!
E-mail address: daniel.estebanez@svitzer.com
viktoria.tiapkova@svitzer.com

Svitzer Caribbean Ltd

Miami, Florida

+1-305-485-3649

Company:

Or via our agent:

St. Eustatius Port Services N.V.
E-mail: info@seps-svitzer.com, Tel: +599-318-2421
Cel: 5800604

Spain’s High Court judge Baltasar Garzon (C) Ieaves the Spanish Supreme Court in Madrid
on Wednesday after testifying about accusations that he started an investigation into crimes|
committed during Spain’s Civil War without having proper authorisation.

Chilean dictator Augusto
Pinochet in the late 1990s to
face charges of human rights
abuses over his rule follow-
ing a bloody 1973 coup. A
court spokesman said if the
case finally went to trial,
Garzon could be charged
and risks being banned from
practising as a judge.

Garzon was questioned for
three and half hours but left
the court to cheers and ap-
plause from children and
grandchildren of civil war
victims. The proceedings
were prompted by a lawsuit
filed by the conservative
public ~employees’  union
Manos Limpias and the
group Libertad ¢ Identidad
on the grounds Garzon had
no jurisdiction to investigate
the disappearances.
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Spanish judge risks ban over
Civil War dead investigation

Widely despised by Span-
ish conservatives who ac-
cuse him of links to the gov-
erning Socialists, Garzon’s
Pinochet investigation set
an international precedent
for the principle that crimes
against humanity could be
investigated anywhere. It
led to a continual stream
of cases launched by Span-
ish courts against foreign
targets including former as-
sociates of Argentina’s mili-
tary junta and Chinese and
U.S. officials.

Eventually, following an
investigation into ~alleged
abuses by Israeli forces,
diplomatic pressure led the
Spanish government to say
that it would change the law
to stop judges investigating
cases with no link to Spain.

PINE PEARL,
TR BAE

Best Chinese Restaurant
in Phillipsburg
The Best Dim Sum on the island since
1991

Every Sunday from 11 am - 4pm
Best Peking Duck and BBQ Pork on the
island

If you cut out and bring this ad with you,
get 10% discount.

Located inside the Sea Palace Hotel with
ocean view seating

Parking available on the left hand side;
look for the Pink Peatl parking sign.
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Asian socil neiworkm sifes profit from virival money

SINGAPORE--By selling
an array of virtual prod-
ucts from avatar clothes to
e-furniture, Asia’s social
networking sites appear to
have solved the conundrum
of how to leverage big
profits from their extensive
user bases. It’s simple, they
say, the money might be
virtual but the profits are
all too real.

Chinese university stu-
dent Tan Shengrong spends
about 20 yuan ($2.90) per
month purchasing outfits
for her pet penguin avatar
or playing games on QQ,
an instant message portal
on Qzone, China’s most
popular social networking
site. It might not seem like
a hefty sum, but every fen,
or cent, is money in the
bank for Tencent Holdings,
which owns Qzone and saw
an 85 percent increase in
its second quarter net prof-
it this year compared to
2008 despite the economic
downturn.

“They keep growing even
though the economy’s bad
because they keep making
millions from cents from
millions and millions of
people,” said Benjamin
Joffe, head of Internet
consulting firm Plus Eight
Star.

From virtual clothes to
e-pets, Asians spend an
estimated $5 billion a year
on virtual purchases via
websites such as Qzone,
Cyworld in South Korea
and mobile-phone based
network Gree in Japan, ac-
cording to Plus Eight Star.
That’s about 80 percent of
the global market for vir-
tual products, it says.

“Social networking is just
a way to get people togeth-
er, but if you want revenue
you have to sell them some-
thing. What they found was
that people were happy to
pay for content related to
emotion, status and enter-
tainment,” said Joffe.

Of the virtual sales in
Asia, about 80 percent
comes from the sale of
such items as equipment
for online games such as
rods for GREE’s fishing
game Turi Star 2. The rest
comes from purchases for
avatars on social network-

A customer looks at a web page of Qzone, a Chinese social networking site at an internet cafe
in Changzhi, Shanxi province August 28, 2009.

ing sites.

Such is the success of vir-
tual sales on Asia’s most
popular social network-
ing sites that Myspace and
Facebook are starting to
look with a fresh eye at the
potential of virtual money
to generate cold hard cash.
Qzone’s Tencent Holdings
made over $1 billion last
year with just 13 percent
coming from advertising
revenue. In contrast, Face-
book and Myspace depend
on advertising to fund most
of their revenue.

The evolution of virtual
money on social network-
ing sites in Asia is partly
due to a less developed
online advertising mar-
ket which drove Asian
web businesses to seek
new ways to profit. Cul-
tural issues are at play too.
Gaming is popular among
adults in Asia, whereas in
the West it tends to be only
for kids.

East Asian societies are
also very status conscious.
Players are loath to be the
only avatar without the
latest gear and Asians are
perhaps more willing than
counterparts in the West to
buy virtual products to up-
date their avatars or social
space.

Asia’s social networking
sites tend to be country
specific but they have very
active user bases. Qzone
had 228 million active user
accounts for the second
quarter of 2009, although

ExperienceStMaarten.com
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it won’t give out monthly
visitor figures. Meanwhile,
Cyworld, which says that
90 percent of South Ko-
rea’s 20-somethings are
members, had 23 million
unique visitors per month
at the end of the first quar-
ter of 2009.

Virtual Rentals

Like their Western coun-
terparts, Asian social net-
working sites allow their
users to chat, play games
and share photos.

There is also some adver-
tising, but the sites carn
most of their revenues
from their users. Members
are represented by avatars
and acquire virtual cur-
rency from the sites to buy
digital goods, game pack-
ages or upgrades.

The model has taken off
abroad but there is still

a long way to go until the
West catches up with Asia.
Habbo, a social networking
site for teenagers owned by
Finland’s Sulake Corpora-
tion, sells virtual clothes
and furniture. Meanwhile,
games such as Pet Soci-
ety which is available on
Facebook and allows users
to raise virtual pets, sells
goods such as virtual pet
accessories and e-food.

Playfish, creator of Pet
Society and other social
games, says it has 47 mil-
lion active users per month
playing its games.

With seven million or so
inhabitants, the virtual
world Second Life offers
a range of e-wares for sale
for Linden dollars. Some
are mundane and others
are controversial such as
guns and virtual phalluses
with price tags based on

maduro trave

the size.

Asia is also a playground
for a range of virtual busi-
ness models such as rent-
als. For example, Cyworld
rents  background  skins
of popular South Korean
baseball players for limited
periods. Such rentals drive
repeat sales and tap into
trends.

Lost In Translation

The success of these East
Asian sites contrast sharp-
ly to the frustrated social
media landscape  across
the Pacific where despite
immense popularity, Face-
book and Myspace are yet
to fully harness the profit
potential of their massive
user bases.

Facebook, the world’s
biggest social network with
close to 300 million visi-
tors per month, is on track
to bring in more than $500
million in revenue this
year, mostly from adver-
tising, but its focus is on
growing its user base rather
than making money. Still,
a recent New York Times
article suggested signs of
an exodus from Facebook
as disillusioned users leave
due to privacy concerns
or complaints of rampant
commercialism.

Rupert  Murdoch’s
MySpace has been unusual
among the major social
networks in turning prof-
itable through advertising
sales, although is now un-
dergoing a major overhaul,
including ousting its CEO
and firing hundreds of
staff, in the face of worry-

travel@maduro-sxm.com
Tel 542-3407 / 542-3408

ing user metrics.

Meanwhile, both Face-
book and MySpace are
eyeing the virtues of virtu-
al money. Facebook, which
sells virtual goods mainly
in the form of “Facebook
gifts” through a credit sys-
tem, said in March that it
was looking at offering a
common virtual currency
to third-party application
developers.

At the Web 2.0 Summit
late last year, Myspace’s
recently-departed  chief
operating  officer  Amit
Kapur mentioned that that
the firm was also seek-
ing to develop a payments
and virtual goods system.
Meanwhile, Internet en-
trepreneurs are coming to
Asia to pick up on innova-
tive web business model
In June, 32 venture c:
talists and Internet entre-
preneurs  visited  Japan
and China under the ban-
ner “GeeksOnAPlane”, to
learn about local success
stories such as DeNA, vid-
co hosting website Tudou,
and gaming website Pop-
Cap.

“They were all blown away
even though some of them
already knew about what
was going on here,” said
George Godula, founder
of Shanghai-based consul-
tancy Web2Asia.

“They (Asian social net-
working sites) are quite
nimble at finding out busi-
ness models or ways of how
to make money,” he told
Reuters.
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Myanmar asseris control
over rebellious region

LAUKKALI, Myanmar--
Myanmar’s military regime
is stepping up efforts to
show its neighbours that
armed ethnig aratists on
its border are under control
after violent clashes that
sent thousands of refugees
pouring into China.

The normally reclusive
junta invited a group of
more than 50 observers to
the Kokang region border-
ing China, an ethnic Chi-
nese enclave the military
says is now under its con-
trol after decades of rebel-
lion to Yangon’s rule.

The group comprised
Western and Asian diplo-
matsand foreignjournalists,
including two from China,

the regime’s biggest ally,
which has urged the junta
to restore stability in a re-
gion strategically important
to its energy needs. Rebel
fighters from the Myanmar
National Democratic Alli-
ance Army (MNDAA), de-
feated by Myanmar’s “Tat-
madaw” army after a recent
offensive, were nowhere to
be seen, but officials said
around 800 had agreed to
join its border patrol force.

Normally abuzz with bor-
der trade, gambling and
racy nightlife, Kokang’s
once-thriving hotspots re-
semble ghost towns and
many who fled the fierce
fighting have yet to return.

Japan's ruling Democrats
seal coalition agreement

TOKYO--Japan’s new
ruling  Democratic Party
clinched a deal on Wednes-
day to form a coalition
with two tiny parties whose
help it needs to pass laws
smoothly, papering over
gaps on security matters
that could upset key ally
Washington.

Despite a landslide vic-
tory in the Aug. 30 poll for
parliament’s lower house,
Yukio Hatoyama’s Demo-
cratic Party of Japan (DPJ)
needs backing from the
pacifist Social Democrats
and the conservative Peo-
ple’s New Party in the up-
per house to ensure legisla-
tion can be enacted freely,
since the upper chamber
can delay bills.

“It is wonderful to have
reached a coalition agree-
ment that will help lead
people’s lives in the right
direction,” Hatoyama said
in a joint news conference
with his counterparts from
the two parties. “We can
now stand at the starting
line of a new government.
‘We will do our best to carry
out the people’s mandate.”

The parties compromised
on the wording of a call for
changes to a planned rede-
ployment of U.S. Marines
on Japan’s southern island
of Okinawa. In a joint state-
ment, they said they would
“raise the issue” of revising
an agreement governing
U.S. military forces in Japan
and seek changes to a deal
under which some 8,000
Marines are to be moved to
Guam and a Marine base
relocated within Okinawa.
Media said the Social Dem-

ocrats had sought stronger
wording.

The Democratic Party
itself is a mix of security
hawks and doves, and some
analysts  have  expressed
concern that  reaching
agreement on policies will
be further complicated by
the ition with the paci-
fist Social Democrats. “I
think they will continue to
criticise and cause delays
in decision-making while
in government. But if they
are told to get out of the
coalition they will say wait
a minute’--that’s the SDP
(Social Democratic Party),”
said Yoshiaki Kobayashi,
a professor of political sci-
ence at Keio University in
Tokyo.

An agreement had been
expected on Tuesday. Ko-
bayashi characterised the
delay as a “performance”
by the Social Democrats
to persuade their support-
ers that they would have a
voice in government.

The new ruling Demo-
crats have already vowed
to re-think the U.S. troop
redeployment plan but may
want to play down the issue
ahead of Hatoyama’s first
meeting with U.S. Presi-
dent Barack Obama later
this month. U.S. officials
have said they will not re-
negotiate the deal.

The new ruling party’s
pledge to forge a more in-
dependent stance from key
security ally Washington
has raised concern about
possible friction, although
Hatoyama has said the alli-
ance remains at the core of
Japan’s diplomacy.

Shops, casinos and Kara-
oke bars remain shuttered
and thousands of armed
troops and security police
patrol the towns and man
checkpoints along deserted
roads.

Local businessman said
many people who returned
to assess damage to their
shops and homes had
slipped back into China,
fearing more unrest if the
army launches a widely
expected new offensive
against the United Wa State
Army (UWSA), a 20,000-
strong militia run by opium
warlords and drugs barons.

“They are worried about
the outbreak of war. Ru-
mour has it that there will
be battles between govern-
ment troops and UWSA,”
said a local trader. “Busi-
ness has dried up almost
completely. It will take a
long time to return to nor-
mal.”

Deputy Home Minister
Brigadier General Phone
Swe said an interim local
government in Kokang, in-
stalled by Yangon just over
a week ago, had agreed to
play a part in next year's
elections in return for re-
gional autonomy after the
polls.

Many of Myanmar’s eth-
nic rebel groups such as
the Kokang and the Wa in
its remote, p i 1

v L
Kokang ethnic soldiers stand outside a deserted market as a convoy carrying diplomats and

foreign journalists visits Laukkai, capital of Myanmar's Kokang region, on Wednesday.

has failed to establish con-
trol along its northeastern
border where many ethnic
groups believe the junta’s
political gestures are veiled
attempts to neutralise their
power.

Peace has been restored,
but for how long is un-
clear. Ethnic rebels in the
Kokang region may have

succumbed to the junta’s
demands, but it remains to
be seen if bigger and bet-
ter armed groups such as
the Wa would be so easily
defeated.

Phe Xiao Chain, chairman
of the local interim admin-
istration, said Kokang’s
new leadership was on
good terms with the power-

ful United Wa State Army.
“We are ready to transform
into an autonomous region
under the new constitution
after taking part in 2010
election,” he told Reuters,
adding that the former rebel
cader, Phon Kya Shin, was
still at large and thought to
be under the Wa’s protec-
tion.

Australia police launch
Timor war crimes probe

CANBERRA--An  inves-
tigation into the killing of
five foreign journalists dur-
ing Indonesia’s 1975 inva-
sion of East Timor will be
reopened to look at pos-
sible war crimes, Australian
police said on

cthnic Chinese Shan State
do not trust the regime and
have long refused to disarm,
join an army-run border
force and take part in the
polls, the first in the former
British colony since 1990.
In its almost five decades
of unbroken rule in the
former Burma, the military

An Australian coroner
looking into the deaths of
the two Australians, two
Britons and a New Zea-
lander--known as “the Bali-
bo Five--ruled in 2007 that
they were killed in the East
Timorese village of Balibo
to cover up the invasion.

“Allegations of war crimes

committed overseas give
rise to complex legal and
factual issues that require
careful consideration by
law enforcement agencies
before deciding to inv
gate,” the Australian
eral Police said in a state-
ment announcing the new
investigation.
Australian-based journal-
ists Greg Shackleton and
Malcolm  Rennie, sound
recordist Tony Stewart and
cameramen Gary Cunning-
ham and Brian Peters were
killed during the invasion.
The still-cloudy circum-

UN: Vietnam birth trend may
fuel sex work, trafficking

HANOI-The ratio of boys
born in Vietnam compared
with girls has grown at an
unusually rapid pace in re-
cent years and could lead to
a rise in sex work and traf-
ficking, the United Nations
said.

The sex ratio at birth was
112.1 male births per 100
female births in 2008, up
from an estimated 106.2 in
2000, the U.N. Population
Fund (UNFPA) said in a
report.

With growth since 2006 of
one percentage point per
year, the ratio might cross
the 115 mark within three

years, it said. By 2035, the
surplus of adult men would
be 10 percent or more of
the female population i
the sex ratio did not return
to 105 male births per 100
females, it said.

“Scarcity of women would
increase pressure for them
to marry at a younger age,
there may be a rising de-
mand for sex work and the
trafficking networks may
also expand in response to
this imbalance,” UNFPA
said. “Examples of gender-
based violence and human
trafficking have already
been observed in Vietnam

and point to some of the
risks faced by vulnerable
girls and women.”

A key factor behind the
rise in the number of male
births to female births is
increasing access to sex-de-
termination and sex-selec-
tion technology, “which has
allowed couples to pursue
their desire for one or more
sons,” the UNFPA said.

Vietnam, which has had an

agriculture-based economy
for centuries, has a popu-
lation of nearly 86 million
with a strong preference
for sons.

stances surrounding their
deaths have been made into
anew movie.

Official Indonesian re-
ports have said the five died
in crossfire with Timorese
Fretilin fighters on Oct. 16,
1975, as Indonesian forc
entered East Timor in an
incursion ahead of a full-
scale invasion of the terri-
tory two months later.

Australia’s Home Af-
fairs  Minister ~Brendan
O’Connor refused to com-
ment on the investigation,
which is likely to annoy
sections  of Indonesia’s
government and  military.
Influential former Jakarta
governor Sutiyoso served
as a junior officer in East
Timor at the start of the
invasion and Australian
police sparked a diplomatic
row two years ago by trying
to call the one-time general
to the coronial inquest.

A spokesman for Indone-
sia’s foreign ministry said
the country considered the
case closed. “So far we only
follow it from the news but
we will ask for a clarific:
tion as to what the inves|
gation will be like, the na-
ture, the objective and the
period of the investigation,
because the case happened
34 years ago,” spokesman
Teuku Faizasyah said.

“We call it a closed case.
We also have no intention
to re-open the case,” he
said.
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FOR SALE
hMoVEHICLES

-Kenny’s Auto Sales for all
your  vehicle needs. Pre-
owned or new, we have it all.
Call Mr.Kenny for any vehicle
you need! Tel:00590-590-29-
17-12/(599) 557-9816.
EmailKenny@caribserve.net
Website:kennysautosales.vp

1998 Toyota Corolla (grey), au-
fomatic, engine in good working
condition, new control arms/cv
joints, $2.700. Call581-2677 or
5533299,

1998 Toyota Corolla,_automatic,
white, $2,800. 1993 Toyota Co-
rolla, automatic, white, $2,000.
Call:553-2614/553-8109/0690-32-
82-66/581-2362.

999 Toyota Corolla, autormatic, A/
Con player, inspection until 2010,
plates, just serviced, $3,300. 2001
Hyundai Atos, AC, automatic,
plates & insurance. In good condi-
tion. $2,500. Call:580-5902.

1999 white Mazda 323, automatic
transmission for sale. Price $2,500.

';'.

2002 Mercedes Benz A160|
A-Class. Automatic _ with|
Tiptronic, 18" chrome Akuzal
rims, very loud custom|
Pioneer sound system, cus-|
tom anti-theft ignition plus|
more extras! Very good con-
dition. $,9000 0.n.0 Call:520|
6030/522-3104.

2003 Jeep Mitsubishi Outiander,

black color, leather interior, A(C, 6

CD changer, power steering, power

windows, automatic transmission.
ice $6,500 Call:580-

2004 Porsche Boxster|
Convertible, automatic _with|
tiptronic. In good condition|
Price $20,000. Call:522-1218|
or 581-1275.

2006 Ford F150 Flareside,
black_pickup. In good cond"
tion. Price $16,000. Call:522-
1218 or 581-1275.

For sale: 1 Mack Dump Truck.
Price $16,500. Call:523-1084

sale: 2003 Toyota Coml\a
automatic, A/C, newly
incpecion i 2011
$6,000 price negotiable. Call527-
4261/588-1411

For sale:2008 Hyundai Elantra
American Spec. Like new! Fuly
loaded with 20" black & chrome
fims_plus original _tires. Price
$14,500 0b.0. Tel:526-2027.

wh\(e
serviced,

Jeep  Wrangler  YJ|
Completely  restored/over-

Swimming pool items, 1 pump,
2 filters, 2 skimmers, 1 ladder, dia-
mond brite and much more. Con-
tact526-1412.

REAL ESTATE
Nl U, U FOR SALE

Land on St. Eustatius for sale. E-
3/249 c-10/82 2,872 m2, $65 per
'm2 negotiable. Contact:556-9090.

Last lot available! 800 m2, sightly

Accommodations in Barbados
& Airport pick up. 5 minutes drive
to US. Embassy Reasonable
rates. Call Janice Ward, Rossomar
Guest House for more information:

2bedroom quiet area off
Guana Bay Road. Minutes from Phik-
ipsburg. Nice views, gated commu-

hauled. Several
spent on this jeep. Don't miss|
uut al this price! Price|
$6,999. Call and come see)
e baby‘ Tel:544-4200.

Leaving the island! 2006 SM3
Samsung Renau, Pioneer DVD
player. In good condiion. Price
$7,000. Phone:586-2798.
Reduced pricel  Ford
Escape 2002/03, yellow,
$6,200. Call:522-7196.

y 1
ganie counter top. Cali520-6514.
Pre-construction. $235,000 delivery
November 2009.

2 bedroom apartments and buid-
ing for sale. Very reasonable offerl
Vioke 5 peymarts! Only serous
callers, call556-8830.

2 bedroom/2 bath home with 1
bedroom rental apartment, gated
Dawn Beach Estates. Washer/
diyer, AC, parking, pool. Ask-
ing $419,000, financing avaiable,

. ment’7.5%
interest Emailjryoungd17@
aolcom, call001-917-623-0529,
local(Te 5

sloped_property, wonderful_ocean g1 mall:  ros.
skped pr S 246 260008 Emal s
tious inqiries only! Cali554-4801. Ste:

Philipsburg, somar.
front Take acvantage! Unbelievable  Anguilla (2)new 2 bedroom
offer You ke gorgeous views & su-  apartments fully _furnished
sefs, stainess steel , P air conditioned, internet an

Iocanom 2 bedroom? bath \uxury
Before $635,000, just
$375 000. Please call 52251 31

cable TV/VCR. $100/night.
Available for long-term _or

For rent, Shop Puerto Del
Sol, Simpson Bay. Call for
appoimmenl:EEO—ZBzS.

nt:2 bedrooms condo,
muy mrmshed A/C, washer/dryer,
kitchen utensils. Location: Rain-
bow Beach Club. Price $3,000 per
month indluding utities. Require-
ments: One month_depositfirst
month rent. Contact:520-0623.

For rentCole Bay. el area 2
studio’s, 1 bedroom, 3 bedroom,
2l fly umished. From TS0 up.

Prime location for sale!ll Upstair
2 apartments & downstairs 1 big
apartment. Best retum for your
'money! Price is 230k, Serious caller
only! Tel:586-7874.

Prime location in Simpson
Bay on the lagoon there are
3 options. #I-property and
restaurant.  #2-restaurant
with option to purchase
property. #3 property only,
financing availble by owner.
Phone:545-2980/523-7053.

Suzuki Grand Vitara, white
automatic, 4 door, AIC, CD|
player, alarm system, keyless|

entry. In good condition
Price negotiable. Call:526-|
6991 or 524-0562.

Toyota Scion 2008, low mileage,
$14,000. Toyota Corolla S 2003
Amarcan Spec, $7,000. Suzuki

na 2005, low mileage, $4,500.
Ca\|554— 086.

Aluminum & Stainless
Steel Fabrication Company
for sale. Good clientele,
exceuem machmes Nlce

Cumact 00590- 690 53 74»

Beacon Hil:Ocean front/ amaz-
ing view! 3 bedroom/2 bath condo.
New kichen, beavifully furnished,
with jacuzzi on roof terrace, shut-
ters. Generating rental income of
$3,200 monthly $E25000 nogo-
tiable. For viewing call

Business _for sale. The
Earth Collection store in

o i

@yahoo.com
Rainbow Beach Club at Cupecoy,
direct from owner. Great ocean
views, brand new, fully furnished. 2
bedrooms, 2 bathrooms. $395,000.
Call:(599)580-9755.

Restaurant N.V with all the
licences up to date, clean,
free of debts. Tel:544-4200
or cel:581-6418 or email
chris@borealrealty.com.

Six, one bedroom apartments for
sal. Reasonable offr 2 nstaliments
or lease for 20 years. Only serious
callrs please 568839

ipsburg.
European brand label, natu-
ral fiber garments. Check out
the brand www.theearthcol-
lection.com. Great  oppor-

1868.

Complete Jewelry Store
furniture and fixtures for sale.

’s Fine Jewelry at The
Harbour locations is selling
their entire Jewelry store fur-
niture, fixtures and counters.
Contact Raj:542-1255/553-
6323, Sam:554-7120.

For immediate sale:2
pieces, beautiful half round
jewelry showcases, wall &
window display units with
glass doors, L-shaped
office desk and_storage
cabinets, 2pcs. Panasonic
cassette air-condition units
46,000BTU. Call:542-8313.

tunity!

Complete Machine Shop
for sale. Clean premises,
excellent  clientele, good
tools.  Contact:00590-690-
65-75-23 or 0590-87-05-94.

District of Little Bay west side of
Cay Hil, parcel of land 3930 sq.me-
ters or 1,500 or 2430 sq. with spec-
tacular view. Financing available
by owner. Phone:523-7053 or
545-2980.

For sale: 6 luxury apart-
ments 140 m? at * Harbour
View Philipsburg
Tel:00590-690-61-03-58
glorialc@caribserve.net

For sale: 2 satelhte dishes, new in
the box 1x4 ft. and 1x6 ft. together
$350. Tel: 580-6653/5800638

For sale: N.V. license to
use for retail and wholesale,
food & beverage, inclusive
inventory, truck, 'computer
and more. Only $90,000!
Please call:523-2417.

New Sony Vaio laptop, Windows
Vista Processor 2000 MHZ,2 core
Intel duo memory 4.00GB hard
drive 260GB, 14.1 screen bright
Eco LCD. COTVD umer Blie
tooth, intergra

foss LAN. Coniact 5548221

Rosetta Stone (27 languages)
$50. HP.3n-1 printeriscannerfax,
70.  Back massager seat $45.
Phone:586-1280.

immodere.com
Japartment-saint.martin.php.

For Sale:Mary’s Fancy, brand new
beautifulspacious 2 bedroom/2
balh condo Wak i osel, storage
roomfwash room. park-

ing wi icsly groamed garsen

short  term rental.
com

or send email to: k\asherar

partments@gmail.

co!
Phonei001-264-205.6157.

Available in Pointe Blanche, a
spacious 1 bedroom  apartment

porch, completely fumnished,
including utiies. No pets! Please
call527-3654.

villa 2 bedroom/2
b . rom by levees
garden, private parking, jacuzzi,
nice decoration from $2,000 pim.
Tol:522-2205.

Brand new! A spacious 1 bed-
room unfumished apartment with
intemet access for rent in Cole
Bay. $750, 1 month deposit, utiities
are included. For more information
call:586-5321.

No agents please. For more infor-
(55 544-5205.

Guana Bay:2 bedroom/1 bath-
foom apartment _large ~ porch,
spectacular sea view overiooking
StBarths. Full furnished, A(C, ca-
bl TV.priae paring, 1,650 per
nh, ults inoided

Immediately vl
a4 0055

House with 2 apartments on
large property in Belair. Can be
ented separately or together. Both
2 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms. Down-
stairs $1,100 pim, upstairs $1,200
p/m. Contact:581-5050.

Like new apartment, Dawn
Beach, 1 bedroom/1  bathroom
semi fumished $1,000, excluding
uiities. AIC, ocean view,

. parking, including interet.
Call527-3491

“or Medium sized fridge with freezer

compariment. $150. R secging

3 persor ating, $300.
ng sizec bod wih dark vamushed

Cole Bay, nice villa with 2 big bed-
room2 bath, totally renovated, fully

com-

581-6418 or emailchris@borealre-
altycom.
G

wooden
ing (. used)tick. matess,
$500. Call520-5801

New apartment for rent. Reason-
atlo prce rargel  Spacius one

partment, parking avail-
ooy

generator,
s, mme poerdars ully fumished,
$1,100, one securty depositone
month in advance. No pes! Guana
Bayﬂmad Call527-4277.

iroom apartmentfully fumished
urmdm s, Tel53-1236.

1 bedroom for rent unfurmished with
air conditon, $600 including utites.
Must see! Please calt588-8891
2 bedroom apartment fully fur-
nished at Poinsetie Road #29,
Bety Esile $750/momh Call523-
32/548-3708/523-44

in Saun-
ders 5550, et i 11)0ne
bedroom apartment for rent with
AC, $500 pim. 2 bedroom in South
Reward, $800, two months deposit.
Call553-0551

2 bedroom house, possible 3 bed-
rooms, unfurnished, outdoor deck,
275, 2months.

1 bedroom, 1 bathvoom, lving room,
Kichenette. Private parking and en-
tance arc porches, que neigor
hood view, 1 month depost, 1

rent. Cal:586-1428.

Cole Bay:(1) 2 bedroom/1 bath
spartment. Ningiing. dchen,
lots of space. fed by a
10 feet fence, very bofber kopt Rent
$900, 1 month rent, 2 months de-
posit. Call553-1484/554-1415.

bedroom/1 _bathroom
apanmenl $850 pim. 2 bedroom/2
bathroom, $900 Large dining room,
front & back porch, big yard space. 1
month deposit. Located in Defiance
Road. Call:524-1931/524-4184.

One bedroom apartment for rent
at Poinsetta Road, Betty's Estate,
available October 1st,2009. Com-
mon pool, great view, alarm sys-
tem. $650 per month, two months

required. For more infor-
raton conbet554.6539

C 1 bath apart-
ment, air conditioned, quiet neigh-
borhood. No pets. Call:520-359
after 10am.

Cupecoy, Nice apartment, 1 bed-
room/1 bath, garden, fumished
$1,000 p/m. Call:522-2205.

Dawn Beach area, Tamarind Hil,
Unique! Beautiul, very safe loca-
tion!’ Spacious 3 bedroom apart-
ment, aircolaundry/generator!

real ocean view, nice termace,
24hour security, swimming pool.
$2,000 including

One bedroom apartment,
fully furnished and one bed-
room  apartment  unfur-
nished, A/C, satellte TV,
shutters. Daily, weekly or
monthly rental. 5 min. from
town. Very attractive rates.
Call:557-7263/581-8148.

Oyster Pond: Spacious 1 bedroom
partmont fully fumished, Ameri-
kitchen, secluded & pricte,
an tho beach. Call520.9681/520.
5205/0590-29-15-01.

No pets. Tel:580-6653.

Pelican splendid

secumy 1st month rent, Dawn
Beach Estate. Call:586-1834.

2 bedroom/t bah, AC, fon &
back porch, own parking. Quiet
area in Dutch Quarter, Nazareth,
immediately available. $750 per
month, 1 month deposit. Call:520-
5156/526.

ly U (negotiable).
Please call523-6933 for viewing.

2 bedmomfz bath fully furnished

House for sale, Koobaai Vilas:3
bedrooms/2 bath, laundry  room,
kitchen, fully furished, iving room.
145 sqminterior, 145 sq.m exterior,
community pool. Price wooooo

Call for

home $ A
per ot n gated Dawn

Estates. Parking, TV, AC., shared
community pool. Cali(509 581-
7507, or 0019176230529, or
email: ryoung917 @aol.com.

Land for sale in Anguila, 1% acre
ofland, Sandy Hil, East End. Fresh
breeze and walking distance to
the beach. For USDS50,000, price

An apartment for rent on llidge
Road #75. For more information
please call:542-4654 anytime from
8am to 5pm.

negotiable.
to8pm.

— ==

e ;

Dawn Beach Estate:One bed-
room, fully fumished, private en-
trance, washerfGryer, cable, gated
community, 24 hours securiy, AD'
alam. Available Pou. Exdudlng
utiiies. $975/month, two months
deposit required. Can 5200100

Fisherman's Wharf, 1 bedroom
apartment, fumished, cable TV, A/
C, fan, washerfdryer, 2417 security.
3rd floor, view of the yachts. $1,000
pim, 1 month deposit. No pets al-
\mved' Tel:523-8219/520-1505.

For rent nicely decorated fur-
nished studio apartment in Retreat
Estate with A/C, cable, hoticold
water. $500 per month. Please
call581-8787/548-3727.

For rent on Sqmpson Bay Beach,
25 bath apartment,
poo\ & furished. $2 700/month.

3=

vil\a -3 b bath, great
ic sea view, common pool,
Ry umied, quilsle_ares,
$3,100 pim & 1 separate bedroom
$1,500 pin e ot
chris@borealrealty.com

Pelican, for rent one bedroom

apartment, fully furished, AC,
washer/dryer. Amazing ocean view.
Rer Tel:522-4502.

Pelican, large spacious 1 bed-
foom/2 bathrooms, newly painted,
fumished, AC, balcony, footsteps
to_the beach, $1.000, Beacon
Hil, Brand new 2 bedrooms/25
bathrooms, fully fumished, kitch-
en, washerfdryer, AC, §2300.
Gaby:526-2268.

Pelican, spacious 1 bedroom,
fumished, A'C, washer, big yard,
nice view. $1,250month. Call526-
8011/522-7893.

for
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Pointe Blanche:2 bedroom/1 bath
semi fumished spacious apart-
ment. Fuly fumished Kichen with
bedroom closets. Some view of
harbour. $1,500 per month. Utiiies
not included. Security deposit re-
quired. Call:523-6933 for viewing.

Pointe Blanche: Panoramu:
oceanfront fumished two 2 bed-
room/A_bath with AIC and store
room. One 2 bedroom/2 bathroom,
with AIC, wash machine and sun-
deck, excluding utites. For viewing
please call520-2244.

Gallows Bay Port Agency
N.V. on St. Eustatius has a
vacancy for one multi skilled
person _for the following:
Mason/Boarding, gen
Boatman. Call:318-1539.

Hotel St.Barths, 2 restau-
rants and room service is
looking ~ for  Restaurant
Manager. EC  Passports
only! Call:00590-590-27-63-
63 or

generalmanager@hotel-
om.

Pointe Blanche:Two beautful 1
bedroom/1 bath apartments, amaz-
ing view, quiet, safe, fumnished, short
grlongtem, Inmedilelyavlabe!

Howed! 5131

Looking for a cashier, age
18-35. Send CV

ol message at 542.2851.
Thank you!

Qualty partmens, Dewn Beach 2
bathvoom sermi fumished
m gl excluding utes. AC, ocean
view, common pool, parking, incuc-
ingintemet Call527-3491

Simpson Bay Beach, vila 4 bed-
room/3 5 bath, Tropical garden, pri-
vate pool, generator, cistern, semi
fumished 50m from the beach
$3,900 p/m. Call:581-6418 or email
chris@borealrealty.com

Simpson Bay Beach. Fuly
furnished

Small Hotel is in need of a
Gardener and a
Housekeeper. Must have
residence & working papers.
Send all resumes to Labour
Department  ref#5452150
and send fax to:545-2615.

Sunglasses Company on
the Dutch side is hiring
experienced sales persons
and labelers. Dutch papers
Plea contac
Canne:00500.560-51 13 16,

ot v view of beach and
pool. Ground level. Take long
walks,  enjoy  sunsets.
Available now! $2,500 pim,
long term. Call:553-7434.

Simpson  Bay  Yacht
Club:One large bedroom, 2
bath apartment. Washer/

® OOKI%GR

A band is looking for a very sefi-
ous bass player, male and female
singer. Languages Engiish, French
and Spanish. Age bracket between
25.35 years. Cal553-1765.

dryer,
American kitchen, 24 hours|
security, safe, pool view, fully|

furnished.  Call:522-5140/
557-1135.
Simpson  Bay  Yacht]

Club:One large bedroom, 2|
bath apartment. Washer/
dryer, A/C, washer/dryer,
American kitchen, 24 hours|
security, safe, pool view, fully|
furnished. Call:522-5140/]
557-1135

South Reward hillside. Two bed-
room fumished apartment for rent
in on Pumpkin Road #63 for § 700.
Quiet neighborhood, Light and water
incuded. One month's deposit Tans-
poriation needed. Cait580-5363.
Special, now until December
2009. A recession and eco-
nomic package. Rent a room
at Sea Breeze Hotel, $700, 1
month/extended stay prices
negotlable Maximum sty
(2)pe room  service
|ncluded Cal\ 542-6055/542-
6056.seabreezehotel@aol.c
om

Two one bedroom apartments for
rent in Marigot, St.James. 1 unfur-
nished 550 euro. 1 semi fumnished
with AIC 650 euro, Tel 523-2821 or
690-14-80-87.

Two single rooms for rent $400
with deposit, Fumished, ights and
water excluded. Only serious call-
ers, call

Beach Bum & Co is looking
for a serious, experience
person for sales and inven-
tory. Valid working papers
needed. Bring CV to Beach
Bum & Co Maho.

Female Scooter Riders

wanted for sales delivery job.
Please call:526-0139.

P—

jence hard working lady
is seeking a job as a babysiter,
housekeeping o taking care of an
elderl. Please call581-5994

Experience hard working young
lady is seeking a job as a babysit-
ter, bartender, house helper etc.
You can calt553-0658 at anytime,
please and thanks!

God fearing honest young lady with
@petek sockiga b pabyst
Kithan dper Powsekeshing
smaHamiychakecareofane\-
Gerly.Call580-6560.God bless you

Honest hard working Christian
lady s looking for a job as house-
eper, babysiter, take care of an
elderly, washiiron, dlean, caretaker
for your home whie away, day or
night. Call588-0970/522-0358,

, have no time to
clean my own apartment. Looking
for a part time cleaner to clean one
litle studio room. Must be a fast
cleaner. Call53-1935,

Looking for a male person to
share a two bedroom apartment in
Madame Estate. No smoking and
o pets allowed. Call:555-4322.

Looking for clean, quiet, working
roommate male or female to share
3 bedroom house in StPeters,
$350 plus utifies. Long term or
shortterm. Cali580-6858.

Seeking a job, gardening, painting
or care taking. Call526-5724.

Cheap Airline Tickets at
the TicketShack on Bush
Road #24 (next to The Daily

Herald building). For the

cheapest tickets in town out-
side of town. Call
{oday:(599)543-1028 or vsi
www.ticketshack.nl

RGTICET S

Participate and raise cash!
Cultural ~ Food  Festivall
Whether you are a foun-
dation or group of persons,
we invite you to prepare
some of your country's tra-

ditional dishes and raise
cashill  Limited  spaces
call:523-9933/

email:shelsuniquecrea-
tions@yahoo.com

Caribbean
Boutique.
Come & get your new com-

Puppies &
New arrivals!!!

panion!! French Bulldogs,
American Bulldogs,
Pomeranian, Hairy
Chihuahua's, Labradors,
Jack Russell, new acces:
sories!ll  Specialized in
grooming,special  orders.

Call 522‘75900/544'3162
www.caribbeanpuppies.com.

Dobermann_puppies for sale.
Bom June 24th, 2009, 3 male,(2

ray & 1 black) with Pedigree. Call
Jessy at 553-8992.

ver stocked! Love birds for sale.
Ot o pe Sl pair. Now $60
(private home). Going fast! Call542-
2645 from 10:00 am to 8:00 pm.

YOU CAN
ALSO
BOOK YOUR

CLASSIFIEDS
AT
TH

|
MAILBOX
La Palapa Center

Simpson Bay

Phone: 545 3890
Fax: 5453893

Getting a puppy?

Adopt, dnn'l shnp.
_Here!s why,

Puppy Mills

Apple Inc Chief Executive Steve Jobs sﬁeﬂ(s about features on the iPod Nano, which includes|
a video camera, at a special event in San Francisco on Wednesday.

Steve Jobs strides back
into the Apple limelight

SAN FRANCISCO--Steve
Jobs stepped back into the
spotlight for the first time
in nearly a year on Wednes-
day, drawing a standing
ovation before unveiling
new and cheaper iPods for
Apple Inc.

But Apple’s shares closed
1 percent lower after hitting
a year’s high in the session.
Anal id they dipped
because investors took prof-
its after a steady run-up in
the days before the event.
One analyst also pointed
to Jobs’ appearance, saying
the 54-year-old chief execu-
tive looked “frail.”

Dressed in his trademark
black turtleneck and jeans,
Jobs took the stage and
thanked everyone in the
Apple community for their
“heartfelt support.”

Jobs, a pancreatic cancer
survivor, spoke with char-
acteristic  passion  about
new products and dropped
his  signature line--"one
more thing”--before intro-
ducing a new iPod nano
with a video camera. It was
his first public appearance
since returning to work in
June after six months of
medical leave, during which
the charismatic corporate
showman underwent a liver
transplant.

“I now have the liver of a
mid-20s person who died in
a car crash and was gener-
ous enough to donate their
organs. T wouldn’t be here
without such generosity,”
an emotional Jobs told the
audience, urging them to
all become organ donors.

“I feel great. T prob-
ably need to gain about 30
pounds, but T feel really
good. I'm eating like crazy.
A lot of ice cream,” Jobs
later told the New York
Times in a short interview.

Apple shares initially rose
about 1 percent to a year’s
high before retreating to
close $1.79 lower, or 1 per-
cent, at $171.14 on Nasdag.

“I'm sure (Jobs) looking
so frail-the guy’s had the
most extreme surgery you
can have--didn’t help mat-
ters, but I think people have
come to grips that the torch
is going to be passed. It's
just a matter of when,” said
Dave Rovelli, managing di-
rector of U.S. equity trad-
ing at Canaccord Adams.
“The stock’s had such an
incredible move, I wouldn’t
read too much into it. It’s
probably just some profit
taking.”

Apple’s stock has doubled
this year, valuing the com-
pany at $155 billion--triple
that of smartphone arch-
foe Research in Motion--
and second only to Micro-
soft’s $221 billion among
tech companies on the S&P

500.

Jobs started off by an-
nouncing a new version
of Apple’s popular online
media store, iTunes, and
updated software for the
iPhone. He then unveiled
new iPod features and col-
ors, and announced price
cuts for other models ahead
of the crucial holiday sea-
son.

The audience at the event
in San Francisco included
Google Inc Chief Executive
Eric Schmidt, who recently
stepped down from Apple’s
board amid increased scru-
tiny from regulators about
the companies’ ties. Since
late last week, analysts had
been expecting Apple’s
stock would get a boost
from an appearance by the
company co-founder. The
shares rose in the after-
noon to $174.47, their high-
est since Aug. 28, 2008. But
they quickly retreated.
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Lehman bust highlights analyst “group-think disease”

NEW YORK--All of Wall
Street’s bank analysts were
caught out by Lehman’s
collapse--and few have re-
deemed  themselves  since.
Just a handful have dared
to issue a “buy” on bank
stocks that have surged since
March--after they all failed
toslap that “sell” on Lehman
Brothers before it went bust
ayear ago.

“There’s a group-think dis-
case on Wall Street,” said
Robert Lutts, chief invest-
ment officer of Cabot Money
Management  who started
buying financial stocks for his
$400 million fund this year.

Even star analysts like Mer-
edith  Whitney--famed  for
calling Citigroup’s troubles
in 2007--and renowned bear
Mike Mayo, whiffed on both
this year’s turnaround and
Lehman’s  problems. Only
45 percent of bank analysts
managed to beat an index of
commercial banks or capital
markets firms with their rec-
ommendations in 2008, ac-
cording to Thomson Reuters
StarMine. And it is hardly
better this year, with just 46
percent of analysts beating
the market.

You figure analysts would
know their own industry

i - L
Tony Lomas (C) and his colleagues Dan Schwarzmann (R), and Steve Pearson of Price Wa-
terhouse Coopers, auditors for Lehman Brothers pose during a news conference at Lehman
Brothers in London in this September 15, 2008 file photo.

better. Think again. A herd
mentality and a concern that
controversial calls could dam-
age their careers are holding

them back from greatness.
“There’s a fear of publicly
being wrong,” said David
Ellison, chief investment of-
ficer at FBR Funds with $1.4
billion under management.
at

closed doors, he explained.

It is also tricky to highlight
risky business practices or
slam misguided strategy at
other banks if your own firm
is doing the same stuff. “It’s
a little bit close to home,”
said Ben Wallace, securities
analyst at Grimes & Com-
pany in Westborough, Mas-

fund ~companies have an
casier time making edgy calls
because they work behind

globul oil supplies
to outstrip demand

WASHINGTON--Global
oil demand through next
year will be weaker than
previously forecast while
petroleum supplies will be
higher, the U.S. govern-
ment said in a revised out-
look on Wednesday.

The latest forecast from
the U.S. Energy Informa-
tion Administration could
put downward pressure on
ol prices, which have more
than doubled since Febru-
ary on hopes for an eco-
nomic recovery.

The EIA cut its forecast for
world oil demand growth
in 2010 by 30,000 barrels
per day to daily demand
of 84.58 million bpd. But it
boosted its forecast of glob-
al oil production growth by
150,000 bpd to average out-
put of 84.65 million bpd.

The EIAs new monthly
short-term  energy fore-
cast would mean a daily
world oil supply surplus of
70,000 barrels. “This is the
definition of an oil glut and
should mean we will enter
a bear market,” said Phil
Flynn, an energy analyst at
PFGBest Research in Chi-
cago.

The EIA said while the
current outlook assumes

the world economy “begins
to recover at the end of
this year,” projected strong
oil demand growth in de-
veloping countries will be
partially offset by weaker
oil use in industrialized na-
tions, contributing to the
supply surplus.

Flynn said despite the fact
that the market is “swim-
ming in crude,” prices for
oil may continue to be sup-
ported by outside forces,
such as the weak dollar and
a global economic stimulus.
For the fourth quarter of
2009, the agency lowered
its forecast for OPEC crude
oil production to 29.26 mil-
lion bpd from its prior esti-
mate of 29.31 million bpd.

“The combination of high-
er prices and OPEC’s his-
torical tendency for weaker
compliance with produc-
tion targets over time sug-
gests that OPEC crude oil
production  could  (still)
rise over the remainder of
the year, unless prices fall
sharply from current lev-
els,” the EIA said.

The EIA raised its forecast
of OPEC oil output during
2010 to an average 28.89
million bpd from 28.82 mil-
lion bpd.

adding, “The in-
vestment banks really don’t
cover themselves well.”

It is best to make predic-
tions that sound reasonable
at the time you make them,
said Henry Blodget, the once
celebrated but later reviled
dotcom analyst who now
runs news site The Business
Insider, in an e-mail.

“Analysts who stick their
necks way out, especially on
the negative side, often get
their heads chopped off,” he
wrote. “Analysts who never
stray from the safe middle
ground, meanwhile, often
enjoy long, profitable and
stress-free careers.”

Blodget, who made
mously bullish calls on In-
ternet stocks but got into
hot water when he dismissed
some stocks in private, be-
came the poster boy for the
flawed analyst. Add account-
ing scandals like WorldCom
and Enron, and the pressure
was on Wall Street’s research
community to call it as they
saw it without hiding behind
cuphemisms.

Things have looked up since
then, but just a bit. In 2008,
8 percent of analyst recom-
mendations  were  “sells,”
compared with just 1 percent
in 2000, according to Thom-
son Reuters research.

Losing Calls
Still, just nine out of 20 bro-
kers covered the banking
sector profitably last year.
And the big names had a
checkered record.

Investors following veteran
Dick Bove would have gained
from his call to buy Bank

of America Corp shares in
April-they have more than
doubled since then. But you
would have lost big time if
you had heeded Bove’s call
to buy Lehman on Aug. 21
2008: Shares fell 94 percent
and are now basically worth-
less.

Whitney, who launched
her own firm this year, made
money for investors who fol-
lowed her calls to sell Citi
and Bear Stearns shares in
2008. But if you had taken
her advice to hold on to
Lehman, Morgan  Stanley
and Goldman Sachs shares,
you would have squandered
your Citi and Bear gains.

Mike Mayo, named Insti-
tutional Investor’s (1) third-
best large-cap bank analyst
of 2008, adopted a “not so
negative™ stance on banks
in July last year. The KBW
Banks Index had fallen 30
percent by the end of 2008.

Then he started banks with
an “underperform” rating
in April 2009 when he left
Deutsche Bank for Calyon
Securities. The KBW Banks
Index has climbed 60 percent
since.

Whitney was a runner up
in the II ranking, while Bove
did not get a mention. The
winner, Matthew O'Connor
of Deutsche Bank, and run-
ner-up Ed Najarian, who was
at Merrill Lynch in 2008, did
not have the handicap of cov-
ering Lehman.

Whitney, Bove and Mayo
did not return calls seeking
comment.

A Few Good Men

Of course, it is tougher than
ever to cover Wall Street.
Complex  derivatives and
high leverage have raised the
unpredictability factor for

bank results.

“Banking is a black hole,
there’s no way you can really
analyze any of these institu-
tions and know what you're
looking at,” said Ethan
Heisler, an analyst at Hexa-
gon Securities and former
debt analyst at Citigroup.

And there are some analysts
who have beaten the mar-
ket. Sandler O'Neill + Part-
ners’ Jeff Harte and Bank of
America’s Guy Moszkowski
have made the most profit-
able calls so far this year, ac-
cording to StarMine.

Along/short portfolio based
on Harte’s calls would be up
28 percent, while Moszkows-
ki’s calls would have carned
about 6 percent. The KBW
Banks Index is flat this year.

Both Harte and Moszkows-
ki also beat the market last
year, when Moszkowski was
ranked third in Institutional
Investor’s rankings of broker
and asset manager analysts.
Harte, based in Chicago, is
modest about his success.

“After how bad 2008 was,
it’s hard to be too excited
about having picked some
stocks that worked in 2009,”
said Harte. “It’s been a hard
environment

Indeed, investors may find
that picking the top analyst
is just as tricky as picking the
top-performing stock. They
may be best served by taking
FBR’s Ellison’s advice--using
the analysts’ consensus view
to do exactly the opposite.

“When the analysts be-
come all bullish is when you
should be worried if you own
(financial stocks),”  Ellison
said. “You should short them
when they're all bullish and
own them when they're all
bearish.”

GM board s

DETROIT/FRANKFURT-
-General Motors Co shook
up its management and
dispatched a negotiator on
the sale of its Opel unit to
Berlin after a watershed
two-day board meeting un-
der the direction of Chair-
man Ed Whitacre, people
familiar with the proceed-
ngs said.

GM’s 13-member board
endorsed the departure of
GM’s chief financial officer,
a new marketing campaign
aimed at winning back
skeptical U.S. consumers
and a still-sealed decision
on Opel that will be con-
veyed to German officials
on Thursday, the sources
said.

As part of the board review,
Chief Financial Officer Ray

ok p managenen moves on Opl

Young, 47, will leave the au-
tomaker after an 18-month
stint that included a failed
effort to avoid bankruptcy,
according to the sources,
who were not authorized to
discuss the situation.
Meanwhile, John Smith,
the GM executive who has
headed months of nego-
tiations with the German
government and two poten-
tial bidders for GM’s Opel
unit, was on his way to Ber-
lin, the sources said. Smith
will brief the German trust
supervising Opel and Ger-
man government officials
before news conferences
scheduled for Thursday in
Germany, the sources said.
It was not immediately
clear what action the GM
board had taken on Opel

after spending the past
month weighing the merits
of selling the European unit
against the cost of keep-
ing it. A group led by Ca-
nadian auto group Magna
International has a promise
for the financial backing of
the German government
to take control of Opel.
Brussels-listed RHJ Inter-
national has a rival bid that
GM management has said
would be easier to imple-
ment.

On Monday, financial ad-
viser KPMG presented a
report to GM’s board that
said the automaker’s man-
agement had used “overly
optimistic”  assumptions
when it prepared an earlier
estimate of the cost of keep-
ing Opel. German labor

and government ~ officials
ratcheted up the pressure
on GM to take some action
at this week’s board meet-
ing after the board deferred
a decision last month.

Magna Chairman Frank
Stronach said earlier on
‘Wednesday that he expect-
ed a GM decision on Opel
within the next few days
or weeks. Magna remains
interested in Opel and
would not try to buy other
automakers if its bid fell
through, Stronach said.

The German government
said earlier in the day that
it expected GM to repay a
1.5 billion euro ($2.2 bil-
lion) state loan if the auto-
maker called off the sale of
its Opel unit.
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ICWI covers thousands of drivers throughout the Caribbean. With our unique policy benefits,
we're a driver’s dream come true. Talk to us today.

Coverage at every turn.

PUBLIC ASKED
TO PICK THEME
EOR S'T. MAARTEN
DAY 2009

Requurements
Theme must be motivated
Contact Information
Deadline Date:
Monday Sept 14th, 2009
Send suggestions to
sxmday2009 @gmail.com

envelope as: St. Maarten Dlay
Theme 2009 T

: A Token of Appreciation and a

- Tel: 543 7960 527-1055 581 1055 Prize will be awarded to the winner
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An accounting required

By Eugene Robinson

‘WASHINGTON -- Torture
is a delicate business. The
aim is to injure but not inca-
pacitate - to inflict precisely
enough pain and terror to
break a subject’s will, but no
more. To calibrate the prop-
er degree of abuse, the tor-
turer must have an accurate
sense of how much agony
the subject’s mind and body
can tolerate.

In the Bush administra-
tion’s program of “enhanced
interrogation,” this exper-
tise was provided by doctors
and psychologists — profes-
sionals who are supposed
to heal and comfort. A new
report by Physicians for
Human Rights assembles
the evidence and reaches a
sickening but inescapable
conclusion: “Health profes-
sionals played central roles
in developing, implement-
ing and providing justifica-
tion for torture.”

Dwell on that for a mo-
ment, especially if you be-

lieve the Bush administra-
tion’s decision to submit ter-
rorism suspects to medieval
interrogation practices was
somehow justifiable — or
even if you believe that tor-
ture was wrong but that now
we should “look forward”
and pretend it never hap-
pened. This is how torture
warps a society and distorts
its values.

Much of the information
cited by Physicians for Hu-
man Rights had previously
been unearthed, but some
new details were disclosed
in the CIA inspector gen-
eral’s report released last
week — revealing “a level
of ethical misconduct that
had not previously come to
light,” according to the hu-
man rights group.

From sources that include
published reports, an inqui-
1y by the International Com-
mittee of the Red Cross and
various  documents  pried
out of the government by
organizations such as the
American  Civil Liberties

Union, here is some of what
we know:

The interrogation program —
using 11 abusive “enhanced”
techniques, including water-
boarding — was designed by
two Ph.D. psychologists. The
techniques, according to a
statement released in April
by American Psychological
Association President James
H. Bray, “are tantamount to
torture as defined by APA
and international law.”

Said the APA: “The central
tenet of psychology’s code of
ethics is, like that of medi-
cine, to do no harm. It is un-
thinkable that any psycholo-
gist could assert that stress
positions, forced  nudity,
sleep deprivation, exploiting
phobias, and waterboarding
~ along with other forms of
torture techniques that the

order to torture: Disobey the
order.”

‘We know that medical doc-
tors were asked to sign off on
the “enhanced” techniques.
We know from detainees
themselves, as quoted by
the Red Cross, that there
was medical monitoring of
waterboarding sessions. We
know from the CIA inspec-
tor general’s report that a
2004 letter from a Justice
Department official reautho-
rizing the use of waterboard-
ing specified a maximum of
two two-hour sessions per
day, with both a doctor and

That any medical doctor
would help design or review a
program of torture, let alone
be present when an abusive
interrogation amounting to
torture was being conducted,
would be a gross ethical vio-
lation.

The American Medical
Association’s code of ethics
“forcefully states medicine’s
opposition to torture or co-
ercive interrogation and pro-

in such activities,”
to aletter AMA officials sent
to President Obama in April.
AMA guldelmcs state that

&

present.
From the torturer’s point
of view, this probably looks
like compassion — an attempt
to ensure that interrogators
didn’t go too far, that they
didn’t cause permanent harm,

American P ical As-
sociation has condemned
and prohibited - cause no
lasting damage to a human
being’s psyche.”

According to Bray, “There
is one ethical response to an

ACROSS Tz

1 ltaly’s capital

CEENE

ENERE

5 Quickly 14

10 Hightailed it
14 Mountain goat

15 From the
neighborhood

16 Length times
width

17 Ark builder

19 Spll\ the beans

22 Obscuring of a

celestial body a1
by another

24 Sheep’s cry 45

25 Spud

26 Place of relief

29 Moist 51
30 Papal crown

that they ithin bureau-
cratic guidelines. But from any
other perspective, it’s simply
and starkly grotesque.

must  neither
conduct nor directly par-
ticipate in an interrogation,”
and that doctors “must not
monitor interrogations with
the intention of intervening
in the process, because this
constitutes direct participa-
tion.”

So how was our government
supposed to conduct abusive

interrogations  without the
guidance of psychologists to
tell them whether they were
irreparably damaging the
subject’s mind or physicians
to tell them whether they
were irreparably damaging
the subject’s body? It would
have been impossible.

Doctors and psychologists
might have been able to
prevent this whole shame-
ful episode by refusing to
participate. Instead, profes-
sionals who were trained in
the healing arts used their
experience and skill in a way
that facilitated harm. They
played avital role in enabling
torture.

I like to believe that some
psychologists and physicians
took a stand and said no.
As for those who said yes,
the law should hold them
accountable — just as con-
science, one hopes, is already
doing.

Challenges facing our
newly formed country

1 felt that in my last letter
concerning candidate choices
from mature voters, I failed
to address some of the im-
portant necessities that the
infrastructure of this “newly
to be formed country” are in
dire need of.

First off, “The Dump.” For
Gods sake, get rid of this
breeding ground for creating

34 Pillow candy
35 Prohibit

36 City in Arizona
37 C

38 Emergency

cargo released
from a plane
40 Is able to
41 “Hark the __
Angels Sing”
43 Have regrets
44 Dummy
45 Very skilled
46 White lie
47 Courageous
48 Designate
50 Hit a tennis ball
51 More than a

4 Show

5 1st Greek letter

6 Keats or Yeats

7 Highest card

8 Warning

9 Vote into office

10 Like a literary
parody

11 Abbr. in some
school names

Wednesday’s Puzzle Solved

few 12 Snakelike
54 Glowing fishes
58 Microwave 13 Valley
59 __ with; 21 Argon or xenon
supported 23 Slacken
61 Off-Broadway 25 Slender vine
award stem
62 Decree 26 __, Nebraska
63 Lacking sense 27 Helped o Foohrs Poparve ™ Services, i
64 Arm bone 28 Night noise

65 Actress Sheedy
66 Sour citrus

29 Major conflict
31 Neck scarf

44 Doubtful

46 Tabby or tiger

53 Tender young
beef

67 Look for 32 Highways 47 Creator 54 City in Nevada
33 Irritate 49 Ingredient in 55 Qualified
DOWN 35 eBay offer spaghetti sauce 56 Planetary
1 Watermelon's 36 Digit 50 __ with; number
outer layer 38 Church table bearing 57 Yellowish-
2 Woodwind 39 Massage 51 Couch brown wood
3 Lunch or dinner 42 Galore 52 Wicked 60 Aswan __

right away.
What makes it sensible to
continue to make use of this
area, tightly surrounded by
waste of all types produced by
human beings, in an environ-
ment which is necessary for
producing and providing the
correct ecological base for
wildlife forms of all biologi-
cal characteristics to thrive,
because of the body of water
that is alive (not dormant)
which produces the suste-
nance for biological ecology
to co-habit? The ecological
effects are notably polluting
the atmosphere, thus causing
imbalances in nature and rap-
id evolution of life forms to
become unpleasant realities.
Take the midge situation.
They evolved to “streamlined
shaped mosquitoes” never
seen before in St. Maarten.
Plus, these creatures appear
as ants, running a track race

before they turn into mosqui-
toes. And, water, sitting dor-
mant is not the cause for these
things to breed. Abnormal,
yes or no? Get rid of “The
Dump” and construct a fully
functional modernized waste
disposal treatment plant.
Better treatment, salary scale
wise, as well as benefits and
pensions for Civil Servants
also seems to be an area that
needs more focused attention
from our political leaders.
They also should be respect-
ed highly, because of the jobs
they do that are much-needed
to service the public, some at
a life-threatening level, which
seems to become more and
more diverse and complex.
Officials dissatisfied with
the performance level of high
profile civil servants should
discuss their dissatisfactions
with those responsible for the
management and coordina-
tion of operations that these
civil servants are expected to
perform. This way, everyone
maintains the level of respect-
ability due, even though there
may exist cause for criticism.
Hospital medical services in
St. Maarten are commend-
able. Commendable because
the medical personnel display
their level best and work with

Professor

Mamadou
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an air of professionalism,
seemingly at any function
they are trained to perform.
Particularly urgently needed
as an addition to the infra-
structure of the hospital arc
additional trauma facilities.
These additional units will
be necessary for emergency
treatments whenever simulta-
neous episodes oceurin differ-
ent sections of St. Maarten.
For instance, let’s say two or
three gunshot victims have
to undergo emergency treat-
ment. All these incidents
happen  randomly  within
a one-hour time. Can our
hospital handle this crisis as
well as whatever else occurs
within that one hour? I think
not! Let’s hope this scenario
doesn’t occur, unless proper
facilities are in place to han-
dleit.
T'msure there are many other
additions to the infrastructure
of St. Maarten technically, as
well as logistically, that can be
added to this list.

Our newly formed leader-
ship will be responsible for a
progressive change in Gov-
ernment Administration and
will win the respect of our
Caribbean  neighbours, as
well as initiate positive train
of thought from politicians in
Holland, who will be able to
make change happen, fiscally
as well as socio economically,
showcasing our newly devel-
oped country in the Caril
bean.

Allan A. Richardson.
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Damaged election, damaged strategy

By Jim Hoagland

WASHINGTON -~ The af-
termath  of  Afghanistan’s
elections has been uglier and
more consequential than the
campaign that preceded the
voting. It has become clear
that President Hamid Karzai’s
bid for re-election was tainted
by widespread fraud, a devel-
opment that represents the
Obama administration’s first
significant failure in foreign
affai
The administration had em-
phasized that its primary goal
was a credible election pro-
cess, not the victory of any
particular candidate or group.
President Obama and  his
aides had sharply urged Kar-
zai publicly and privately to

make this vote as close to fair
and free as possible in a coun-
try at war. Karzai not only dis-
regarded the pressure; he used
it to campaign as a nationalist
fighting outside influence:

The Afghan leader does not
fall short in the chutzpah de-
partment, or in cunning. He
presented Washington with a
fait accompli by stitching to-
gether a coalition of warlords
and other corrupt local offi-
cials to deliver the results he
wanted. Post-election ef-
forts to get Karzai to bring his
opponents into high positions
in the government — which
would require them to stop
voicing accusations of fraud —
do not change the underlying
meaning of what happened on
August 20 and since.

The disputed elections are
not simply a political embar-
rassment. They pose significant
questions about the new U.S.
counterinsurgency strategy of
population protection, which
was initially keyed to clearing
areas contested by the Taliban
— largely the Pashtun-inhabited
southern region — to enable
people there to vote freely.
But even in many of the
“cleared” villages, Afghans re-
fused to come out to vote, ap-
parently fearing that in a mat-
ter of weeks or months the Tal-
iban would seep back into their
zones and seck vengeance on
those who went to the polls.
Even more tellingly, Pashtun
elders went to Kabul, sought
out Western journalists and
gave them detailed on-the-re-

cord accounts of how Karzai
supporters falsified the returns
from the elders’ territory. This
‘may attest to their new attach-
ment to democracy and press
freedom —or, as I would guess,
to their fear of how the Tal-
iban would react to fabricated
precinet results showing large
pro-Karzai turnouts in their
villages.

These are calculations that
people engaged in civil wars
live and die by. Those who re-
side in the territory that Ameri-
can, British, Afghan and other
soldiers fought to clear will wait
to see if their communities do
remain beyond Taliban reach
for long. Only then will they
decide to take the kind of risks
the administration expected of
them this time.

] [] ]
Asia treading near overconfidence

By Andres Oppenheimer

SINGAPORE - Perusing
the newsstand in the Hong
Kongairport on myway here,
I saw something that caught
my eye: most of the books
were about China’s — and
Asia’s — allegedly unstoppa-
ble rise to the world’s fore-
most superpower. Among
the books were New Asian
Emperors, A Bull in China,
China Shakes the World and
China into the Future. In
the magazines section, you
could see The Economist’s
cover reading, “Asia’s aston-
ishing rebound.”

I was surprised by this out-
burst of buoyancy because in
several trips to Asia in recent
years, 1 had found the op-
posite. Chinese officials con-
sistently tried to play down
Western forecasts that China
will become the world’s larg-
est economy.

When I pointed out to
Chinese officials that 1 was
amazed at how rapidly China
was modernizing, they would
tell me, “Yes, but we still have
800 million poor. In many
parts of our country, we are

still in the Third World.” The
party line was trying to avoid
scaring the West.

But now, the Chinese — and
their fellow Asians — are brim-
ming with confidence, and
seem less worried about show-
ing it. While major Western
countries” economic output is
expected to fall by 3.5 percent
this year, and Latin America is
projected to decline by nearly
2 percent, Asian economies
are likely to grow by more
than 5 percent.

In Singapore, I paid a visit to
Kishore the au-

Talk show host just doesn’t
get it about Turn-over tax

Dear Editor,

Allow me to bring up an issue that is living a life of its own
on the talk show “Home Alone” on the Turn-over tax (TOT).
Don't forget, TOT was introduced by St. Maarten Patriot-
ic Alliance (SPA), now National Alliance (NA), when St.
Maarten was at its lowest from the devastation of Hurricane

Luis in 1995. Remember:
Maarten must pay it share.”

“hurricane or no hurricane, St.

For political reasons, the host continues to say that Demo-
cratic Party (DP) Leader Sarah Wescot-Williams should
have fought to reduce the TOT when she was in government.
Rather than giving the right information, he continues to

mislead the people.

What the host failed to say is that NA is now in the Cen-
tral Government and has the authority to negotiate issues
like TOT with the Central Government, of which it is a part.
These are tough times and the St. Maarten people need re-

lief.

When the Central Government increased the TOT from

3% to 5%, the DP leader said then:

fou can go ahead and

increase the TOT for Curagao, not for St. Maarten.” That is

why St. Maarten only contributes 3% TOT tod

This was

only possible because DP was part of the Central Govern-
ment and decided enough was enough!

NA has been in government on a federal level since 2006 and
they have refused to work in the interest of the St. Maarten
people! There arc a number of issues they refuse to solve,
because by solving them, they would make DP look good.

Contrary to this, DP was solving the people’s problems. 1
am saying this because, when the NA took office on June 8,
an NA minister said that with NA on both levels of govern-

ment it would be smooth s:

ng.
As the old saying goes: “Pick sense out of nonsense.”

Guillaume Carty

thor of the recently released
The New Asian Hemisphere:
The Iresistible Shift of Global
Power to the East. Mahbubani,
a former Singapore ambassa-
dor to the United Nations, is
the dean of the National Uni-
versity of Singapore’s School
of Public Policy, and one of the
country’s best-known thinkers.

“We are reaching the end of
the era of Western domination
of world history,” he told me.

The West has dominated

world history for only a brief
period of time, spanning from
the 1820 Industrial Revolution
to nowadays, he said. “That
period was a historical aberra-
tion, and is coming to an end.
That’s why I talk about the
‘return’ of Asia, and not about
the ‘rise’ of Asia.”

Mahbubani says there is “as
explosion of cultural confi-
dence of nuclear proportions
in Asia,” due, among other
things, to the fact that Asia’s
embrace of free-market eco-
nomics has unleashed the busi-
ness creativity of the region’s
4 billion people. Also, Asia’s
meritocratic systems — as op-
posed to many Latin Ameri-
can countries’ tradition of
cronyism — and its strong em-
phasis on education will turn
Asian nations into technologi-
cal powerhouses, he said.

g

My opinion: Maybe so. Based
on what I saw in Singapore,
China and India, there is an
obsession with improving edu-
cation in Asia that you don’t
see in the West. That will help
Asian countries create elite
scientists who will produce in-
creasingly sophisticated — and
well-priced — exports.

Still, T can’t help but recalling
that 40 years ago the conven-
tional wisdom was that Rus-
sia would rule the world, and
30 years ago it was that Japan
would be the world’s next su-
perpower. It didn’t turn out
that way.

Perhaps because many of
these books™ authors have a
soft spot for itarian re-

The White House initially
described the clections as an
unalloyed success story. But af-
ter the U.N.-backed Electoral
Complaints Commission said
“Tuesday it had found “clear and
convincing evidence of fraud,”
particularly in the southern
provinces, U.S. officials pri-
vately resumed criticizing Kar-
zai. Still, they avoided any sug-
gestion that the relatively heavy
U.S. and British casualties this
August had been in vain.

The continuing role of tribal
politics in Afghanistan and
neighboring Pakistan will also
be studiously and deliberately
neglected by the admini
tion in public. That is unfortu-
nate. The tensions between Af-
ghanistan’s ethnic groups hold
the key to the administration’s
political and military strategies
~ but an increasingly restive
American public is not being
told this.

Karzaf's relatively poor show-
ing among his fellow Pashtuns,
who make up 42 pcrccnt m

‘The Bush administration orig-
inally rejected such a strategy
after concluding that Afghan
forces lacked the “absorptive
capacity” to field enough of-
ficers and sergeants to direct
large Afghan formations. This
was another way of saying that
an army expansion that would
have sent large numbers of Ta-
jik and Uzbek tribesmen from
the north into Pashtun areas
to fight the Taliban would have
created new disasters.

The important debate is not
the media guessing game about
how many troops U.S. com-
manders may request beyond
the 21,000 already approved
by Obama. The more serious
question is whether the escala-
tion strategy can produce re-
sults fast enough on the ground
to stem growing disaffection at

2 failure to heed Wash-
ington’s demands for a cred-
ible election process makes this
harder. Obama is stuck with a
damaged plan 10 which there
is little i

nearly all of {he Taans forc
es,is a danger sign for Obama’s
strategy of rapidly building up
the Afghan national army by
adding U.S. trainers and other
forces while moving to co-opt
local Taliban commanders.

He needs to be more forth-
right with the American people
about the sacrifices and obsta-
cles ahead. It is the people who
are ultimately responsible, and
they need the facts to exercise
that responsibility.

Complete the grid
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the possibility that racial and
political tensions will explode
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and other
countries. ('m more upbeat
about India, a democracy that
is already used to absorbing
internal conflicts.)

In addition, China’s econom-
ic system is legally murky, and
there are greater risks of wars
among Asian countries than
between the United States
and Mexico or — considering
the little appetite in the U.S.
Congress for new wars after
the Iraq fiasco — any other
countries.

And the West is still far
ahead in science and tech-
nology. The number of U.S.
patents registered annually
dwarfs that of China. And
according to China’s own
Shanghai University ranking
of the world’s best universi-
ties, U.S. universities are far
ahead of the pack.

We can’t rule out that there
will be “New Asian Emper-
ors,” as the book forecasts.
But it won't happen overnight,
and it may not happen at all.
Despite Asia’s phenomenal
growth, T wouldn’t put all my
savings in Chinese yuans, at
least not yet.

7

49

4 29 786351 4
6| |¢ideisd
[ (#1351 2T alaTs]
S e
(RREICIE 1 SR
362871485

A7 8l6l514013 2]

Special thanks to:
Inga Serge (St. Thomas)

-

Esther Mingo Gumbs

of Grand Case
Sunrise: December 28th, 1920 - Sunset: August 16th, 2009

Husband: Andre Constance Gumbs (deceased)

Son: Abdul Irvin Mingo (St. Martin)

Maddelin Hodge (St. Martin/St. Thomas)
Related to: Mingo, Gumbs, Hodge, Duzant, Laurence

Service will be held in the Grand Case Catholic Church,
Saturday, September 12th, 10:00 a.m.
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By Linda C. Black
Today’s Birthday (September 10) -- If you focus
on making money this year, you’ll find ways to do
g it. Ever think of writing a book? Starting an im-

port business? Expand your area of operations.
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Step outside your box.
To get the advantage, check the day’s rating: 10
is the easiest day, 0 the most challenging.

Aries (March 21-April 19) -- Today is a 7 -- Don’t
believe everything you hear. Messages will be
garbled, and some will just be lies. Do your own
homework.

Taurus (April 20-May 20) -- Today is a 7 -- If you
ask, you’re likely to get money that’s owed to you.
This could even work if you get somebody to ask
for you.

Gemini (May 21-June 21) -- Today is a 7 -- A re-
union with an old friend stirs up memories. Don’t
get stuck in “what if.” Stay in “what’s happening
now.”

Cancer (June 22-July 22) -- Today is a 7 -- The
textbook seems to include an error. Don’t get
stuck. Find someone with more experience to tell
you what to do.

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22) -- Today is a 7 -- The job’s a

The
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BIBLE...

115 JUST A HUNCH,
BUT PRoBARLY THE SAME
GuY THAT INVENTED

HEALTH INSURANCE

=
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W
THKT
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mess, but you can clean it up. Make sure the oth-
ers know what they’re doing.

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) -- Today is a 6 -- Your
loved ones have some suggestions about how to
spend this evening. Remember, it’s for your own
good.

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) -- Today is a 5 -- Take it
slow and easy. Conditions are getting better. It’s
hard to make a decision now. Put it off for a few
days.

Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) -- Today is a 7 -- Let
your partner play the next round while you learn.

© You're picking up the game fast; you’ll be win-
ning soon.

g
_§_ Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) -- Today is a 7 --
# Go along with a person who has big schemes, but
« don’t get too deeply involved. Have an escape
# route ready.
E

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) -- Today is a 7 -- The
more you get into the project, the more interest-

ing it becomes. That’s because it keeps changing.

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) -- Today is a 7 -- Con-
tinue to review your work before you hand it in.
You want to find the mistakes before anyone else
does.

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20) -- Today is a 7 --
Housework takes precedence over something
you’d rather be doing. That’s OK. You’ll be glad
you cleaned up the place.
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My Queenie

SEND I.E'I"I'ERS TO RO. BOX 828
or e-mail queenie@thedailyherald.com

Dear Quecnie,

My teenage daughter has been sporting some expensive
items like clothes and jewellery, an iPod and other things that
T'm sure she can’t afford on the allowance I give her. I'm wor-
ried that she might be shoplifting them or getting them from
someone else who stole them.

I'm afraid she’ll get arrested for stealing or for having stolen
goods, but T don’t have any proof that they're stolen and T
don’t want to accuse her of something she didn’t do.

Queenie, what should I do?—Worried mother

Dear Worried mother,

The first thing you should do is sit down and have a serious
talk with your daughter. Don’t accuse her of anything, but let
her know that you have noticed her new acquisitions and are
worried that she may be getting herself in trouble.

Of course, the items may have been gifts from a well-to-
do boyfriend, but that possibility could also be unpleasant,
considering the kind of boy — or man — who would give such
expensive gifts to a young girl, and what he no doubt would
expect in return.

If you don’t feel up to having such a discussion with your
daughter, get some professional help. Counselling will help
you learn how to cope with the subject, and if you take your
daughter with you, perhaps the counsellor’s advice will make
more of an impression on her than anything you can sa

VEN-

Only notices of fund-raising events for non-profit or edu-
be placed in the Events/Notices

column. Notices/Events should be sent to
notices@thedailyherald.com in the format used on this
page. Do not send fliers or press releases to this address.
Friday, September 11

Friday, September 18

Friday, September 25

FISH FRY

Hosted by Zion’s Men with a Vision. Menu: Fried snapper
oryellow tail, barbecued chicken leg, johnnic cake, all served

with fried plantain and salad.

Place: Zion Methodist Church, Sucker Garden

“Time: 6:00-11:00pm

Price: Chicken and johnnic cake, US $4; fish and johnnic
cake, $6 and up; seafood special, $6.

Postponed from

Saturday, September 12

BPW EXPRESSIONS

BREAKFAST SESSION

Recognizing and Coping with depression, with Dr. Judith
Arndell of Ujima Foundation has been postponed until No-
vember 7. BPW members apologise for any inconvenience.

Saturday September 19
INTERNATIONAL

COASTAL CLEANUP

All groups are welcome to participate. Students can receive
their community service hours. Schools may also register to
participate on a school day; call Sint Maarten PRIDE foun-
dation, tel. 523-1188, for details or e-mail bernveen@yahoo.

~  Mr. Michael D

C
Clairvoyant-Medium-Astrologist

With his knack from birth, he always finds a fast answer to
all your problems:
Love, return of the loved person, faithfulness & happiness in

couples, health, sexual power, luck in games, takes out all the
negativity, exorcism & so much specific cases...
Hard or desperate cases don't hesitate!
100% guaranteed
Can come at your doorstep:

Call 553 22 43 or (00590) 690 77 14 61

Place: Mullet Bay Beach
Time: 7:00-10:00am

Sunday, September 20

Monday, September 21

Tuesday, September 22

FILM FESTIVAL

KidDocs Open Air Film Festival for Youths and adults is cel-

ebratingits first 5 years in Sint Maarten. Parents and children

can enjoy a selection of documentaries from all parts of the

world.

Place: Sunday, September 20, Ruyterplein (Square opposite

Courthouse), Philipsburg (children to bring their sitting pil-

: Monday, September 21, Community Centre in St. Pe-
sday, September 22, Belvedere Community Centre.

0-10:00pm

Admission: FREE!

For more info call KidDocs representative Patricia Gumbs,

tel. 522-3078.

NOTICES

MPC VSBO Parents Meetin
The Milton Peters College VSBO will hold the parents
meetings for school year 2009-2010 at MPC, 7:00-9:00pm, on
Thursday, September 10, for VSBO/TKL 1-3;

Museum Closure
The Sint Maarten National Heritage Foundation hereby in-
forms the public that the Museum will be closed for visitors
September 10-15. The museum will be open during regular
opening hours, 10:00am to 4:00pm, as of September 16.

St. Maarten Day Info Meeting
The Committee for St. Maarten Day 2009 and Commis-
sioner of Culture Hyacinth Richardson request all uni-
formed and cultural groups to attend information meetings
Dr. A.C. Wathey Legislative Hall, Government Admin-
istration Building, Thursday, September 10: Uniformed
groups, 7:00pm; Cultural groups 8:00pm.

There will be two parades on St. Maarten Day: The official
uniformed parade and the cultural parade. The uniformed
parade is open to all uniformed groups, from the Police
Force to the various Scouting groups. The cultural parade
is open to all groups and/or organizations that would like
to participate.

Parents Evening

Hillside Christian Schools will hold the first Parents Eve-
ning for the 20092010 school year for parents of Cycles 1
and 2 pupils at the Gym Hall on Monday, September 14,
6:45-8:30pm.

WIEMS Course

Windward Islands Emergency Medical Services (WIEMS)
is organising a First Responders Course at the Dutch Quar-
ter Community Centre on Wednesdays and Fridays, 7:00-
9:00pm, starting Friday, October 2. Registration forms can
be collected at Dr. Bryson Dutch Quarter Medical Clinic.
Registration deadline: Friday, September 25.

Christmas Craft Market
All crafters, sculptors, artists, and cake and tart makers in-
terested in participating in the Christmas Craft Market on
December 13 and 18-24 should register at the Philipsburg
Cultural and Community Centre. For further information,
call Urmain Dormoy, tel. 580-5541, or Kaishah Peters, tel.
553-4210.

Former Gang Leader Speaks

Joseph Jennings will be on-island Monday to Friday, Sep-
tember 14-18,

speaking to 12- to 18-year-olds regarding gang violence,
drug abuse, alcohol abuse, sex, profanity and how to re-
spect mom and dad. If your school is interested in host-
ing Jennings and his powerful motivational words, contact
Love of Kids Foundation at tel. 554-7765 immediately.

**MR. WALLO C

GRAND CLAIRVOYANT AND MEDIUM

With my great ability, | am able to help you
where the others have failed. | can bring you
what you need in love, affection, immediate re-
turns of the loved person, luck in game, sexual
power, exorcism & protection...

Call at 553-4259 or (00590) 690 77 00 19
Discreet & efficient. 100% Results Guaranteed

Minimum 60 students per meeting during school hours.
Fee: Corporate donated, free to your school.

Driving Lessons
Belvedere Community Centre is now registering inter-
ested persons for driving lessons, Monday-Friday, 9:00am
to 4:00pm. Deadline for registration is October 2. Les-
sons begin on October 12. Belvedere residents with proof
of such are given preference and discounted prices. For
more information, call 524-5499, 547-0239, 547-0157 or
547-0150.

Girl Power Volunteers

Girl Power St. Maarten is looking for more female volun-
teers to be trained as facilitators to help run workshops for
teenage girls in our high schools. For more information, go
to www.sxmaidsfoundation.org and follow the Girl Pow-
er link at the bottom of the page, or email jbgirlpower@
gmail.com, or call tel. 557-8700 9:00am to 5:00pm.

After School Assistance

J&D Educational Foundationisacceptingregistrationforaf-
terschoolassistance forpupilsofgrades 1-6. Weoffertutoring
in English, Dutch, math, arithmetic, and computer. We also
are accepting registration for English as a second language
and GED tutorials. We are also accepting registration
for children in grades 1-3 starting October 15. Register at
Pondfill 55¢ or call tel. 553-7187.

Learn to Paddle

Learn to Paddle foundation is starting its beginners’ kayak-
ing classes for 2009-2010. Registration is at Kim Sha Beach
on Saturday mornings starting 8:30am. For more informa-
tion contact Stuart Knaggs 580-4657.

Nursery/Playschool Registration

Jubilee Joy Nursery and Playschool, Meadowlands Drive
#3, Retreat Estate, is now registering children ages 0-4
years for the school year 2009-2010 and the after school
activity programme for ages 4-12 years, for homework as-
sistance in both Dutch and English, swimming on Fridays.
Opening hours Monday-Friday, 7:00am to 5:00pm. Call
Loeann Thompson, tel. 548-3964 or 553-2046.

Football Players
St. Martin Soccer Educational Foundation is looking for
youth football players at Raoul Illidge Sports Complex,
ages 1318 on Tuesdays, 4:30-5:30pm; ages 4-12, 5:30-
6:30pm.

Swim Classes
Swim coach Romain is now offering swimming lessons for
children and adults at the CIA School in Cupecoy instead
of at the Belair Fitness Center. Lessons every weckday, as
well as nightly Masters training, competition team training
and special swim-training sessions for tri-athletes. From
beginners to top athletes, all ages, all levels, private or
group lessons and training sessions tailored to your spe-
cific needs. Call coach Romain for more information on
581-2625 or 00590 690 772900

HOPE Meetings

The HIV/AIDS support group H.O.P.E is inviting all HIV
positive persons to attend their monthly meetings. For
more information, please contact Dr. Gerard van Osch at
telephone numbers 544-5374 during office hours.

Riding Lessons
Lucky Stables is registering persons interested in horseback
riding lessons.

For more information call 544-5255, e-mail to ssnpactivi-
ties@yahoo.com or visit Lucky Stables at Seaside Nature
Park in Cay Bay (behind the GEBE power plant).

*  Professor Tassy i

Well Known Clairvoyant Medium
God gifted from grandfather to son

I will help you to solve all your problems even the
most desperate cases.

Love « return of loved person « health- lose weight
« sexual power « luck in game « business « exams « contests «
support for incurable diseases « realisation of your wishes «
protection against bad influences - exorcism - witchcraft etc...
Discreet Results 100% guaranteed where
others have failed

For info : 5808363 or (00590) 690 22 10 75
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CDs, video game launch

LONDON--A  wave of
“Beatlemania” struck Brit-
ain’s streets as a specially re-
mastered edition of the Fab
Four’s albums was released
on Wednesday, complete
with an interactive video
game for a new generation
of fans.

The Beatles collection,
launched  worldwide on
09/09/09 and priced at 180
pounds ($300), is expected
to dominate the charts in
the United States and Brit-
ain, bringing a windfall to
the group’s label EMI Mu-
sic and the Beatles’ compa-
ny, Apple Corps.

While queues formed at
major music stores in Lon-
don, there was also Beatles
nostalgia across Europe
and parts of Asia. A front
page cartoon in France’s Le
Monde newspaper showed

France’s divided opposi-
tion leaders dressed as
Beatles. “It would be nice if
we played the same music,”
says one. “All you need is
love,” replied another.

In Ireland, a radio station
hosted a karaoke event with
people invited to sing and
play Beatles tunes on gui-
tar.

Ahead of the launch, Bea-
tles singer and songwriter
Paul McCartney wrote a let-
terto Britain’s biggest selling
daily newspaper saying how
he once imagined the band,
which changed the face of
popular music in the 1960s,
would only last a couple of
years. “Now it feels like the
Beatles will go on forever,”
he wrote in The Sun, nearly
50 years after the group was
formed.

While the remastered

D45
[o=)

TV 15 (local)
St. Maarten Cable TV

Thllrsdxy. :qmmm 10
8

11:30pm

[>)

Caribbean Newsline
Caribbean Workout
Music Videos
Caribbean Newsline
GIS Productions
Caribbean Workout
Profiles of the Windward Islands
AVS News

Oral Gibbes Live
Caribbean Passport
Robbie’s Lottery
The Law in Focus
St. Maarten Lottery
All Access

Music Videos

AVS News
Caribbean Newsline

catalogue, its first overhaul
since 1987, is seen appeal-
ing mainly to Beatles’ fans
who would appreciate sub-
tle variations and improve-
ments, most excitement sur-
rounds MTV’s video gam

“The Beatles: Rock Band”.

“Im buying the game,”
said Stefan Krupicki, 32,
who queued for an hour
at the launch at the HMV
store in central London
and declared himself more
a fan of Metallica than the
Beatles. “I just want to try
the game and see how it is
going to work.”

Developed by Harmonix
Music Systems, published by
Viacom’s MTV Games and
distributed by Electronic
Arts, analysts say the game
could sell 2 million units in
the first month.

In New York’s Times
Square, Ken Zemsky, 56,
picked up several copies of
the game for his three chil-
dren aged 12 to 20. “It’s go-
ing to be a Christmas pres-
ent,” he said, after waiting in
a short line at Toys “R” Us.
“I thought T'd get it early in
case the game sold out.”

Although Zemsky said he
rarely played video games,
“I may play this one a little,
but I'll really enjoy listening
to the music while I watch
them play.”

The new music collection--
with its hefty price tag--com-
prises 16 Beatles albums in
stereo, with track listings
and artwork as originally re-

o

Programmes Radio Netherlands

Sint-Maarten:
* Pearl EM (98.1 EM).
Monday-Friday;
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People play “The Beatles: Rock Band” game during its launch in New York, on Wednesday.

leased in Britain, and “Mag-
ical Mystery Tour”, which
became part of the Beatles’
core catalogue when the
CDs were released in 1987.
Allan Rouse, who oversaw
the remastering, said im-
proved computer software
had allowed his team to im-
prove the quality and sound
of the Beatles’ catalogue, in-
cluding the removal of bad
edits, electrical clicks and
sibilance.

The release should boost
CD sales in an era when
songs are often downloaded
online and fans can choose
their favourite tracks. But
the Beatles appear set to
move into the digital age-
-with some of their music
likely to be made available
as downloadable content for
the video game.

“I'm probably not going
to buy the album. I'll prob-
ably download it because

RADIO
NEDERLAND
WERELDOMROER

it’s free,” said Robert Gold,
21, who works at a clothing
store in central London.
Fans of arguably the
world’s  most  successful
pop band, with album sales
of more than 600 million
worldwide, have waited for
years to be able to download
the Beatles’ coveted body of
work, but have been frus-
trated partly by a trademark
dispute. The game, which
offers 45 songs from the
band’s catalogue, has won
rave reviews from critics.
Gennaro Castaldo of HMV/

said the significance of the
Beatles release was the in-
troduction of a new gen-
eration of fans worldwide
to the group’s music. “Mu-
sic-based  franchises such
as Rock Band and Guitar
Hero now sell in the tens of
millions and have huge fam-
ily appeal,” said Castaldo,
“which is why the release of
Beatles Rock Band, com-
bined with the simultaneous
release of the remastered
Beatles albums, promises to
be such a global event.”

Tée
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6.30am-7.25am Linea Recta (live), nieuws & actualiteiten ‘special voor
de Nederlandse Antillen & Aruba in DUTCH (7.15 in Papiamentu)
1.00pm-1.30pm Newsline, news & current affairs in English

* Radio Soualiga (99.9 FM)

Dutch and English items from RNW (no fixed time)

Sint-Eustai

C tion (91.5 FM)

Mondmy Friday

7.45am-8 40am Linea Recta, nieuws & actualiteiten ‘special’ voor de
Nederlandse Antillen & Aruba in DUTCH (from 830am in Papia-
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6.00pm-7.00pm Newsline, news & current affairs in English + Daily
special

7.00pm-8.00pm Linea Recta (repeat)

* Statia-Cable (Channel 2)

Monday-Sunday (24 hours):

- Dutch programme, including 6.30am-7.25am Linea Recta (Monday-
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* Voice of Saba/QFM 93.9

Monday-Friday:

630am-10.15am Dutch programme, including 6.30am-07.25am Linea
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2.00pm-2.30pm Newsline, news & current affairs in English

* Saba- :hmm 12)

da
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of Saba)

ay:
30pm Newsline (sce Voice of Saba)
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LOS  ANGELES-Playboy
magazine founder Hugh He-
fer, host to an ever-changing
coterie of scantily-clad young
women at the Playboy Man-
sion, has filed for divorce from
the estranged wife who many
people forgot he had ever mar-
ried.

Hefner, 83, filed court docu-
‘ments last week seeking to end
his marriage to former Play-
mate Kimberley Conrad, 47,
citing irreconcilable differenc-

es. The documents, obtained
by celebrity website TMZ.
com on Wednesday, said the
pair were married in July 1989
and have been separated since
January 1998.

Conrad and Hefner have two
sons. Since their separation,
Conrad and the boys have lived
iin the house next to the famed
Los Angeles Playboy Mansion
where Hefner resided with
several girlfriends and stars in
the TV reality show “The Girls

LOS ANGELES--Comedian
Ellen DeGeneres, one of the
top U.S. talk show hosts, was
named on Wednesday as the
new fourth judge on “Ameri-
can Idol”, replacing Paula
Abdul who quit the most-
watched American television
show last month.

Fox television executives
and the producers of the hit
singing talent show had been
searching for a permanent,
new judge to sit in Abdul’s
seat when the ninth season
of the show returns to TV in
January 2010.

“As the new judge, Ellen will

offer her own unique per-
spective to the contestants
throughout the competition,”
Fox said in a statement.

DeGeneres, whose award-
winning talk show “The El-
len DeGeneres Show” is in
its seventh season, described
herself as a longtime fan of
the show. “So getting  this
job is a dream come true,
and think of all the money
T’ll save from not having to
text my vote,” she said in the
statement.

“American Idol” has become
an audience juggernaut for
News Corp’s’ Fox network,
with an average 26.3 million

viewers per cpisode, and
has grown into an estimated
$1 billion-plus brand that is
aired in about 100 countries.

Abdul abruptly quit the
show after seven years when
she failed to secure a new
contract with a big enough
pay raise. After her depar-
ture, the show’s producers
said they would bring in sev-
eral pop stars and perform-
ers to fill guest judge spots
on “Idol”. Fox said this list
included Katy Perry, former
Spice Girl Victoria Beckham,
Shania Twain, Mary J. Blige,
Joe Jonas, Neil Patrick Har-
ris, Avril Lavigne and Kristin
Chenoweth.

DeGeneres will take her
seat at the judge’s table af-
ter the audition rounds start.
“Idol” producers have re-
newed the contract of song-
writer and record producer
Kara DioGuardi, who was
added to the judging panel
this year to help boost sliding
viewership. The two other
judges—the  often-acerbic
Briton Simon Cowell and the
laid-back Randy Jackson--
are still under contract and
host Ryan Seacrest also will
be returning.

Next Door”.

“T am happy to be out of the
marriage. 1 only remained
married (to Conrad) for the
sake of the children, at her re-
quest. T am happy to have this
behind me,” Hefner told TMZ
in a telephone interview on
Wednesday.

Hefner’s decision to seek a
divorce follows court action in
August by Conrad, who filed a
$5 million lawsuit against the
Playboy founder relating to the
sale of a house they owned to-
gether. Hefner told TMZ.com
he owed nothing to Conrad,
saying he had been “gencrous
to a fault.”

The documents obtained by
TMZ.com gave a glimpse into
the lifestyle of Hefner, who
carlier this year installed 19-
year-old twins into the mansion
as his girlfriends at the end of
the fifth season of “The Girls
Next Door”. According to the
documents, Hefner has as-
sets of more than $43 million,
excluding Playboy stock and
property, and spends about
$43,000 a month on food and
entertainment.

Hefner has asked for spousal
support for Conrad to be set
at $20,000 a month, saying he
has already given his estranged
wife close to $12 million since
their separation 11 years ago.

Hefner began publishing Play-
boy magazine in 1953. Profits
from the adult entertainment
business Playboy Enterprises
Inc, which includes TV net-
works and licensing deals for
pink bunny cars, have declined
in recent years due to compe-
tition from free adult material
on the Internet and a drop in

s
Director Shirin Neshat attends the “Zanan Bedoone Mardan” (Women Without Men) photocall
at the Palazzo del Casino during the 66th Venice Film Festival on Wednesday.

Iranian artist denounces
lack of freedom in film

'VENICE--Iranian video art-
ist Shirin Neshat has made
her first feature film about
women’s lack of freedom
and growing political in-
volvement in 1953 Iran, but
she said the story had strong
parallels with the situation
today.

“Women Without Men”
chronicles the intertwining
lives of four women from
different walks of life at the
time of the U.S. and British-
backed coup which deposed
a democratically ~elected
prime minister and rein-
stated the Shah to power.
Against the backdrop of po-
litical turmoil in the streets
of Tehran, the film follows
each woman’s struggle for
freed be it from a love-

revenue.

Playboy Enterprises ap-
pointed a new chief exceutive
in June to replace Hefner's
daughter Christie, who left af-
ter two decades. Hugh Hefner

less marriage, seclusion
imposed by a religiously
conservative family, or pros-
titution.

Neshat, whose film is in
ition at the Venice

. hief of Play-
boy magazine and retains over-
all control of the company.

Madoff’s penthouse could
fetch some $10 million

NEW YORK--The New York
City penthouse where im-
prisoned fraudster Bernard
Madoff spent his last days
of freedom with his wife
Ruth will go on sale later this
week.

The seven-room duplex
with wraparound terrace on
Manhattan’s cast side is ex-
pected to fetch $8 million
to $10 million, which will be
used to reimburse victims of
Madoff’s $65 billion Ponzi
scheme.

The co-op apartment, to
be listed by Sothebys In-
ternational Realty, contains
the Madoffs’ Persian rugs,

chandeliers and baby grand
Steinway piano, according to
a press pool video released
by the Marshals Service on
Tuesday.

Except for FBI labels on
cach picce of furniture and
dozens of cardboard boxes
filled with designer clothing
and kitchen wares, it looks as
if the Madoffs could return
any minute. Art adorns the
walls and Baccarat crystal
glasses are in the cupboards.

But Roland Ubaldo, the
deputy U.S. Marshal who
showed the apartment to
the media this week, said the
penthouse had a much more

“personal touch” when it was
seized in July.

Federal marshals took pos-
session of the penthouse on
July 2, forcing Ruth Madoff
to leave and surrender nearly
all her belongings. She was
allowed to keep a few per-
sonal effects and a “reason-
able” amount of clothing,
Ubaldo said.

Bernie Madoff did not need
anything from the apartment
because “he is given every-
thing he needs by the Bureau
of Prisons,” Ubaldo said, re-
ferring to the 150-year prison
term Madoff began serving
this summer.

film festival, said that the
battles for democracy and
women’s rights in Tran went
d-in-hand, and were cen-

>

“The images of the upris-
ings in the summer of 1953
have so much resemblance
to what is going on this sum-
mer in Iran, and I think sym-
bolically this film represents
the Iranian struggle over
time for democracy and
freedom,” she told report-
ers. “People have changed,
the dictators have changed
in form and shape and ide-
ology but the struggle con-
tinues.”

Only one of the four wom-
en in the film, Munis, is in-
terested in what is going on
in the streets of the capital
where people are marching
against the coup. But her
wings are clipped by her
conservative brother, who
wants her to marry and stay
at home. Neshat drew com-
parisons between Munis and
Neda Agha-Soltan, the slain
woman who became a mar-
tyr for this year’s protesters.

“Both of them were not
really actively involved but
somehow they became the
symbolic characters of this

for

tral to street protests which
followed a presidential vote
in June.

oug

OR

she said.
At the film’s press confer-
ence, several of the actresses

(g

Mondays @ 6:00 p.m. & Thursday @10:00 p.m

and producers wore green
scarves--the colour adopted
by the demonstrators.

The film is an adaptation
of Shahrnush  Parsipur’s
novel of the same name.
The Iranian writer has been
jailed on two occasions for
referring to virginity in the
book, which is banned in
her homeland like all of her
works.

Parsipur and Neshat both
live abroad. Neshat, 52, is
best known for her video in-
stallations, which have been
exhibited in New York, Ber-
lin and London.

“This film speaks to the
Tranian people and to the
world: for over 100 years we
have been constantly fight-
ing for democracy and we
will not give up,” said Ne-
shat. “It’s a very important
message for people who are
in Iran today and sometimes
lose hope that change will
arrive. We will get there one
day.”

Two other Iranian films at
the Venice festival, “Green
Days” and “Tehroun”, ex-
plore the current situation
in the Islamic Republic.

Check us oul on www.avsnewsonling
e-mail us at audrey_rjack@hetmail.com
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Liverpool football fan Michael Shields reacts during a news conference in Liverpool, northern

England September 9. S|

ds, who was jailed for 15 years in Bulgaria in 2005 for an attack

on a barman, was pardoned on Wednesday by Britain's Justice Secretary Jack Straw.

Jailed Liverpool
fan pardoned

LONDON-- Liverpool soc-
cer fan Michael Shields,
who was jailed for 15 years
in Bulgaria in 2005 for an
attack on a barman, was
pardoned on Wednesday
by Justice Secretary Jack
Straw. The 22-year-old was
convicted of the attempted
murder of Bulgarian Mar-
tin Georgiev in the resort of
Varna when violence flared
after Liverpool’s victory in
the Champions League fi-
nal.

Shields was originally sen-
tenced to 15 years in prison,
but had his term reduced to
10 on appeal. In 2006 he
was returned to England to
serve out the remainder of
his sentence.

Straw told reporters at a
press conference he be-
lieved Shields to be “mor-
ally and technically inno-
cent” of the crime and that
it was not for him to judge
who was responsible for the
“brutal and vicious attack”
on Georgiev.

Liverpool Labour coun-
cillor Joe Anderson, who
has long campaigned for
Shields’ release, said it was
“great news for the fam-
ily and great news for Mi-
chael.”

He spoke to reporters
shortly after Shields was
driven away from Thorn
Cross Young Offenders In-
stitute in Warrington.

“It’s four-and-a-half years
he has been incarcerated
for a crime he didn’t com-
mit. It is the most serious
miscarriage of justice in
modern history,” he told
the BBC.

“Part of it over, we've

reached a milestone, but
the fight goes on to clear
young Michael’s name.”

In a statement Straw said
a decision was made to re-
lease him after “important
new evidence came to light”
during a meeting in August
with the Shields family who
have campaigned for his re-
lease.

At the meeting, Straw was
told for the first time about
a visit by two members of
the Shields family to the
home of a man they be-
lieved to be responsible for
the crime.

“I was told that in the
course of the visit that man
made an oral confession to
the crime in front of several
other people,” Straw said.

“This episode, I was told,
happened on 22 July 2005,
a day after the start of Mr
Shields’ trial in Bulgaria,”
he added.

“When looked at along-
side all the previously avail-
able evidence, (it) has now
satisfied me that Mr Shields
meets the high test set by
the court.”

Shields had applied for a
free pardon under the Roy-
al Prerogative of mercy,
which was initially rejected.

That decision was chal-
lenged in a judicial review,
but in July Straw turned
down his application for a
free pardon.

However, Straw said at the
time it was a provisional de-
cision.

Bolt undecided on
Asia trip, agent says

RALEIGH, North Caroli-
na-- A fatigued Usain Bolt
will wait until this week-
end to decide whether or
not to compete in China
and South Korea later this
month, his agent told Re-
uters on Wednesday, re-
buffing media reports the
world’s fastest man had
canceled his Asian trip.

“I have informed both or-
ganisers in Shanghai and
Korea (Daegu) that we
will continue to analyse
his performance until after
the world athletics final (in
Thessaloniki, Greece on
Sunday), and see how he
is.” Ricky Simms said in a
telephone interview from
London.

Triple Olympic and world
champion Bolt is scheduled
to run 100 metres races in
Shanghai on Sept. 20 and
Daegu on Sept. 25 after
competing in a 200 metres
at Thessaloniki.

The 23-year-old Jamaican
said after recent meetings
in Zurich and Brussels the
long season in which he
broke both his 100 and 200
metres world records has
left him fatigued.

“He’s a jewel in the crown
of athletics... he’s the gold-
en man... and hopefully can
run for 10 years, so we don’t
need to over race him this
year,” Simms told Reuters.

“Yes, he could earn good
money (in Asia) but it is
very important that he not
over do it this year.

“It will be pretty much af-
ter Sunday, when we make
a decision,” Simms said.

The trip to Asia, i
makes it, would be Bolt’s

Clark strikes gives helow
par U.S win in Trinidad

MIAMI-  Ricardo  Clark
struck a 62nd minute goal as
the United States laboured
10 a 1-0 win away to Trinidad
and Tobago in their World
Cup qualifier on Wednesday.

The result sends the U.S.
three points clear at the top
of the qualifying group for
North and Central America
and the Caribbean, at least
until the group’s other two
games are played later on
Wednesday.

With their loss, Trinidad’s
hopes of qualification for-
mally ended as they remain
rooted to the bottom of the
table on five points with two
matches remaining.

The U.S. survived some

scares during a scrappy first
half - most notably when
Cornell  Glen struck the
cross-bar with a lob in the
29th minute.

Jozy Altidore responded
with a fierce strike from dis-
tance which Trinidad keeper
Clayton Ince did well to keep
out.

But the home side contin-
ued to press forward and
Trent Noel twice went close
with free kicks just before the
interval.

The U.S, who had lacked flu-
ency and purpose in a ragged
first half display, produced
a sterner performance after
the interval and grabbed the
lead with Clark’s powerful

strike from 20 meters out.

U.S coach Bob Bradley
looked ready to substitute
Clark moments before he
picked up the ball from
Landon Donovan and un-
leashed a superb shot that
keeps the U.S on track for a
place in South Africa.

Later on Wednesday, sec-
ond-placed Honduras were
at third-placed Mexico while
El Salvador were hosting
fourth-placed Costa Rica.

The top three teams in the
group qualify automatically
for next year’s finals in South
Africa while the fourth-
placed team must play-off
against the fifth-placed side
from South America.

first since his eye-catching,
triple gold performance
at the 2008 Beijing Olym-
pics in which he set world
records in the 100 and 200
metres and led Jamaica to
a world mark in the 4x100
metres relay.

Bolt shattered both indi-
vidual world records with
another stunning perfor-
mance at last month’s world
championships in Berlin,
running 9.58 seconds in the
100 metres and 19.19 in the
200. He also led Jamaica to
the world 4x100 metres re-
lay gold.

“We have been analys-
ing his performances and
everything since the world
championships - Coach

(Glen) Mills and myself -
- and everyone saw he was

Pantophlet pitches Antilles

very, very tired in Zurich,”
Simms said.

Bolt needed a late surge
to win the 100 metres in
9.81 at Zurich on Aug. 28,
but looked much stronger
a week later in racing 19.57
seconds over 200 metres in
Brussels.

“He ran well in Brussels,
but was also complaining
that it was very tough, he
was getting tired,” Simms
aid. “So we are analysing
what he does the rest of the
season.”

Bolt made obvious after
Brussels what he would like
to do.

“Oh my God, I can’t wait.
I'm really looking forward
to going home,” said the
sprinter, who has been on
the road since July 1.

to 10-8 victory over Sweden

SWEDEN--Simon Pan-
tophlet from the Cay Hill
Tigers Double A team, St.
Maarten was on the mound
as  Netherlands ~ Antilles
faced Sweden in the first
game of the 2009 World
Baseball Cup yesterday.
Pantophlet threw 114 pitch-
es as he faced 28 batters in
six innings of work. He gave
up two runs on five hits and
Netherlands  Antilles  won
the game 10-8. Pantophlet
struck out three batters and
walked six.

A total of 20 teams are
competing in the first round
of the Cup. Fourteen teams
will advance to the second
round in which Netherlands
and Ttaly have already been
seeded.

Netherlands Antilles is in
group C which is playing in
Sweden. In addition to the
hosts, Netherlands Antilles
are joined by Canada and
South Korea. Netherlands
Antilles face Canada Friday
and South Korea Saturday.

The competition is be-
ing hosted in five coun-
tries. Group A consisting of
Czech Republic, Australia,
Chinese Taipei and Mexico
are playing in Czech Re-
public. Group B are playing
in Spain and consists of the
hosts along with Cuba, Puer-
to Rico and the Republic of
South Africa.

Croatia is hosting group
D. The other teams in the
group are Great Britain,
Japan and Nicaragua. The
fifth and final group play-
ing in Germany consists of
Germany, China, USA and
Venezuela.

Yesterday in Sweden 1,223

people watched the Neth-
erlands Antilles play under
partial cloudy skies. The
game lasted 3:25 minutes.

No runs were scored in the
first two innings. In the third
Netherlands Antilles scored
first off a double from right
fielder Luisgardo Alverez
who drove in two runs. In the
bottom of the inning Sweden
replied with one run.

Neither team scored in the
fourth, fifth or six. In the
seventh Netherlands Antil-
les had two more runs cross
the plate and Sweden one.
Netherlands Antilles looked
like they were going to break
the game wide open in the
ninth when left fielder Jair
Josepha hit a grand slam.
The team continued to rack
up two more runs in the in-
ning.

However, when Sweden
came to bat they scored six
runs to end the game with
just a two run deficit.

In addition to Pantophlet
Netherlands Antilles used
three other pitchers. Ors-
endo Clemencia worked two
innings. He faced 13 batters
throwing 55 pitches. He al-
lowed three runs off four
hits.

Johannes Gregorius did not
last an inning. He faced two
batters, threw seven pitches
and gave up two runs.

Ludwin Obispo pitched one
inning. He threw 10 pitches
to a total of three batters.
He gave up one hit and one
run.

In other games yesterday,
Australia crushed Czech Re-
public 17-4, Spain blasted
South Africa 15-0 and Ger-
many beat China 14-1.
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Beijing winner Thomas
joins new British Team Sky

LONDON-- Beijing Olym-
pic gold medallist Geraint
Thomas was among six Brit-
ish riders signed by the new
Team Sky when the first
members of the squad were
announced on Wednesday.

Thomas, 23, who won team
pursuit gold 13 months ago
and was the youngest rider
in this year’s Tour de France,
is joined by Barloworld team
mates Steve Cummings and
Chris Froome plus Tan Stan-
nard, Peter Kennaugh and
Tour of Ireland winner Rus-
sell Downing.

The six are the first of an

Williams and
Force India
rejoin teams
association

LONDON-- Williams and
Force India have rejoined
the Formula One Teams’
Association as full mem-
bers after being suspended
carlier in the season, FOTA
said on Wednesday.

The association, which
represents the teams as a
united body in talks with
the governing FIA and
commercial rights holder,
said in a statement after an
executive committee meet-
ing it had welcomed them
back while also remaining
open to new entrants.

Williams were suspended
in May after they broke
with the other teams and
formally submitted an entry
to the 2010 championship.
Force India’s membership
was put on hold in June af-
ter they did the same. All
the teams have since signed
up to a new commercial
Concorde Agreement bind-
ing them to the champion-
<h|p until 2012,

OTA said they were now
luokmg at extending that
agreement beyond 2012,
as well as looking at ways
to “develop the show” for
fans.

“The FOTA Executive
Committee looks forward
toworking with the FIA and
commercial rights holder to
promote a healthy, dynamic
and sustainable sport,” said
the statement, released af-
ter the executive committee
meeting at Monza ahead
of this weekend’s Italian
Grand Prix.

“To this end, FOTA in-
tends to now enter into
open discussion with the
commercial rights holder
with the wish to confirm ar-
rangements beyond 2012.”

expected  25-strong  squad
to be led by British cycling’s
performance director Dave
Brailsford, the man behind
their unprecedented cycling
success in Beijing.

“It gives me huge satisfac-
tion to announce these first
riders and, as a British team,
T am proud that the first
on our roster are British,”
Brailsford said on the British
(ydmg website (www.new-
org.uk).

join in the post-season team
merry-go-round but Isle of
Man’ super sprinter Mark
Cavendish looks certain to
remain with his Columbia
team.

Wiggins’s manager at Gar-
min, Jonathan Vaughters,
repeatedly denied during the
Tour de France that the Brit-
on would leave 1o join Sky in
2010.

Brailsford added on
we will con-

br

“They bring experience of
the Tour de France, honours
from the Olympics and world
championships, and exciting
talent.

“We can help them con-
tinue to develop in this new
environment and I know that
they can help Team Sky take
on the best on the road and
win.

Speculation continues that
Bradley Wiggins, fourth in
this year’s Tour, might also

tinue to respect all riders’
arrangements with existing
teams and only comment on
the riders we have signed, as
and when we do.

The formation of the team
was announced in February
with the aim of producing a
British winner of the Tour de
France within five years.

The team will begin racing
at the start of 2010 and hopes
to get an invitation to next
year's Tour.

EuroBasket preliminary group stage results/standings

from Poland on Wednesday:
Group A
Macedonia 71 Croatia 81
Isracl 80 Greece 1 06
13 L F A P
LGreece 3 3 0 268 202 6
2.Croain 3 2 1 235 26 5
3.Macedonia 3 1 2 207 246 4
1* 3 0 3 238 oM 3
ated
Played on Monday
Macedonia 54 Greece 86
Croatia 86 Isracl 79
Played on Tuesday
Isracl 79 Macedonia 82
Greece 76 Croatia 68
Group B
Russia 64 France 69
Germany ~ 62Latvia 68
P W L F A P
IFance 3 3 0 19 180 6
2, Russia 301 2 4
3.Gemany 3 1 2 4
4lawia® 3 1 2 4
* Eliminated
Played on Monday
Russia 81 Latvia 68
France 70 Germany 65
Played on Tuesday
Germany 76 Russia 73
Latvia 51 France 60
Group C
Spain 90 Slovenia 84
Britain 59 Serbia 77
PW L F Pts
LSlovenia 3 2 1 23 218 5
2 Serbia 302 1 212 19% 5
302 1 231 2% 5
30 3 19423 3
ted
Played on Monday
Britain 59Slovenia 72
Serbia 66 Spain 57
Played on Tuesday
Slovenia 80 Serbia 69
Spain 84 Britain 76
Group D
Poland 69 Turkey
Lithuania 84 Bulgaria
POW L
LTukey 3 3 0
2Poland 3 2 1
3. Lithuania 3 1 2
4Bulgaria® 3 0 3
* Eliminated
Played on Monday
Poland 90 Bulgaria 78
Turkey 84 Lithuania 76
Played on Tuesday
Lithuania 75 Poland 86
Bulgaria 66 Turkey 94

India’s capla n Mahendra Smgh Dhoni catches a ball during a cricket practice session in
play New Zealand on Friday in the tri-nations one-day inter-

Colombo September 9. India
national cricket series.

target top ODI ranking

CHENNAL India-- India
coach Gary Kirsten has urged
his players to focus on be-
coming the top one-day side,
which they can do by winning
every match in the one-day
tri-series in Sri Lanka.

New Zealand and hosts Sri
Lanka are the other teams in
the event ending on Monday,
a warm-up ahead of the ICC
Champions Trophy starting
in Kirsten’s native South Af-
rica on Sept. 22.

“We've set our goals for the
next eight months on what
we want to achieve but one
of them is to become the best
cricket team in the world,”
he said before the team’s de-
parture on Wednesday.

“We are headed that way
and we are very excited.”

Second-ranked India can
overtake South Africa, one
rating point ahead, if they win
all the games in Sri Lanka

However, India will be
without explosive ~opener
Virender Sehwag and bowl-
ing spearhead Zaheer Khan
Both are recovering after
shoulder surgery and will
be sidelined until after the

Champions Trophy.

India, as holders, were
knocked out in the first round
of the Twenty20 World Cup
in England, although they
won a low key one-day series
against hosts West Indies be-
fore taking a break.

Their main worry is finding

the ideal opening partner for
Gautam Gambhir.
‘We are not sure about the
combination,” Kirsten said.
“But obviously, missing Se-
hwag is huge, he is a high
quality player.”

He welcomed back Ra-
hul Dravid, the 36-year-old
batsman who last played a
one-dayer in October 2007
but has been recalled for
the Champions Trophy af-
ter young team mates fell to
short-pitched bowling at the
Twenty20 World Cup.

“It’s great to have him,”
Kirsten said. “With the sort
of experience he brings, it’s
going to help the team, it’s
great.”

India play New Zealand in
their first game on Friday.

Harbhajan courts
punch controversy

NEW  DELHI Indian
bowler  Harbh: Singh
spun into fresh controversy
on Wednesday after angrily
punching a hand-held televi-
sion camera after the cam-
eraman brushed against him
while filming.

Indian television channels
showed 29-year-old Harbha-

g

Iverson heading
to Memphis

MIAMI-- Ten-times NBA
All Star guard Allen Iverson,
currently a free agent,
he is moving to the Memphis
Grizzlies.

“God chose Memphis as the
place that I will continue my
career,” said Iverson on his
Twitter account, adding that
he had met with Memphis
officials and head coach Lio-
nel Hollins. “I feel they are
committed to developing a
winner (sic) and T know that T
can help them to

on Wednesday Iverson had
accepted a one-year contract
with a $3.5 million salary and
aseries of incentives.

Iverson, the NBA's Most
Valuable Player in 2001,
played with the Philadelphia
T6ers for 10 years before
joining the Denver Nuggets
and then Detroit.

jan, the central figure in two
ch rows in the last two
years, hit the camera after
the cameraman pushed for-
ward while the player was
retrieving luggage from a car
at Bangalore airport.

India’s second most success-
ful bowler has often come
under the spotlight for the
wrong reasons.

Last year he was initially
found guilty of racially abus-
ing Australian all rounder
Andrew Symonds before the
charge was downgraded on
appeal 1o using abusive lan-
guage. A few months later he
was suspended for slapping
bowler Shanthakumaran
Sreesanth during a domestic
Twenty20 league match.
There was no comment from
the cricket board or Harbha-
jan, who was on his way to Sri
Lanka for a one-day series.

e o

are dizsap
'I'w are

that. I feel that I can trust
them,” added Iverson who
was with the Detroit Pistons
last season.

The Memphis Commercial
Appeal newspaper reported
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jokovic of Serbia

its a return shot to Fernando Verdasco of Spain during thei
tournament in New York, September 9.

Wickmayer rolls into
semis, Djokovic wins

NEW YORK-- Unsceded,
overlooked and largely un-
known on the international
stage, Yanina Wickmayer
moved into the semi-fi-
nals of the U.S. Open on
Wednesday.

Wickmayer, who has been
Belgium’s top player since
Kim Clijsters left the game
in 2007 to start a family,
bounced Ukraine’s Katery-
na Bondarenko 7-5 6-2 on
Arthur Ashe Stadium.

On the men’s side, Novak
Djokovic edged his way
into the semi-finals with a
7-6 1-6 7-5 6-2 victory over
Spain’s Fernando Verdasco
in just over three hours
amid swirling winds on the
stadium court.

Danish teenager Caroline
‘Wozniacki ended the Cin-
derella ride of 17-year-old
American Melanie Oudin
with a decisive 6-2 6-2 vic-
tory on Wednesday that
propelled her into the semi-
finals of the U.S. Open.

Wozniacki, 19, belted deep
groundstrokes  off  both
wings and waited for Oudin
to make mistakes, and the
diminutive Georgian com-
plied with a count of 43 un-
forced errors.

The 70th-ranked Oudin,
who had won her last three
matches after dropping
the opening set including
a third-round ouster of
former champion Maria
Sharapova, could not work
her magic against Wozni-
acki, rated eighth in the
world. Wozniacki, who has
won three tournaments this
year including the New Ha-
ven warm-up to the Open,
became the first Danish
woman to reach the semi-
finals of a grand slam tour-
nament since tennis turned
professional in 1968.

As comeback mum Cli-
jsters waltzes through the
draw in her first grand slam
since ending her retirement
last month, Wickmayer is
even taking a back-seat in
her own country.

The 50th ranked Wick-
mayer, who has failed to
advance past the first round
in five of her six previous
carcer grand slam appear-
ances, admits to being
amazed at her run.

“Before this, my best re-
sult was second round,” she
said. “So of course when
you get to the third, fourth
round, you start surprising

yourself.

“But actually, I've been
staying pretty calm. I've
worked really hard for
this.”

The rash of upsets among
the women has left only
number two seed and three-
times champion Serena
Williams left in the draw
among the top eight.

Djokovic, a finalist here in
2007, had 10 aces and land-
ed 67 percent of his first
serves to reach his third
consecutive  U.S.  Open
semi-final.

The fourth seeded Serb
broke crucially at 5-5 in
the third set and cruised
through the fourth set as
number 10 seed Verdasco
appeared (o struggle with a
stomach muscle injury.

In doubles, top seeds Bob
and Mike Bryan were sent
off by Leander Paes of India
and Czech Lukas Dlouhy,
6-4 3-6 7-6 in the semi-fi-
nals, while Serena and Ve-
nus Williams advanced to
the last four in the women’s
draw with a 7-5 6-4 triumph
over the Chinese duo of Jie
Zheng and Zi Yan.
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Feldman shines as Rangers
sweep the Indians 10-0

CLEVELAND--  Pitcher
Scott Feldman earned his
seventh consecutive vic-
tory, and 16th of the sea-
son, while Marlon Byrd and
Ivan Rodriguez each hom-
ered as the Texas Rangers
routed the Cleveland Indi-
ans 10-0 Wednesday.

Right-hander Feldman
went seven scoreless in-
nings at Progressive Field
on the way to his 12th road
win of the 2009 campaign, a
club record.

He gave up five hits and
two walks while striking out
five to help Texas complete
a three-game sweep of the
Indians within 24 hours.

“'m not doing anything
different on the road than I
am at home,” Feldman told
reporters after extending
his win-loss record this sea-
son to 16-4. “The prepara-
tion is the same.

“This game can be hum-
bling, s0 you try not to get
too high or too low. I just go
out and pitch and hope we
keep playing good baseball,
keep this going and keep
playing into October.

The commanding win by
the Rangers keeps them
right on the heels of the
Red Sox for the American
League’s wild-card berth
into the playoffs, Boston
having started the day two
games up.

Boston were hosting the

Texas Rangers’ Julio Borbon,
base as Cleveland Indians third
tries to make the tag in the first inning in a baseball game,
Wednesday, Sept. 9, in Cleveland. Andrus advanced to third
base on a single by Elvis Andrus.

Baltimore Orioles later on
Wednesday.

The Rangers staked Feld-
man to a 5-0 lead in the
first inning after Byrd hit
a three-run home run and
Rodriguez added a two-run
homer to knock Indians
starter Fausto Carmona out
of the game.

Feldman went on to win
his eighth consecutive road
start, also a club record, to
carn generous accolades
from his team mates.

“When you have your ace
on the mound, you expect
to win,” outfielder Byrd
said. “You get a couple of
runs early and you feel you
have a ‘W’ in hand.

“He has been unbelievable

rlghl slides safely into third|
baseman Jhonny Peralta

this year when he steps on
the mound. He started the
season in the bullpen and
now he has 16 wins. He just
keeps getting bette

Catcher Rodriguez added:
“He’s good, man. 1 think
I've caught him three times
since I've been here. He
keeps the ball down, uses
his breaking ball and chan-
geup and throws everything
in the strike zone. He’s do-
ing a great job.”

The three-game sweep was
the first by Texas in Cleve-
land since May 1992.

MLB Results

National League

Cubs 8 Pirates 5
Cards 5 Brewers |
Padres 4 Giants 2

Paraguay reach World Cup
with win over Argentina

ASUNCION--  Paraguay
qualified for their fourth
successive World Cup finals
with a 1-0 win over 10-man
Argentina on Wednesday.
Striker Nelson Haedo
scored just before the half
hour to secure Paraguay’s
place in South Africa next
year, sending Diego Mara-
dona’s team crashing to a
third successive qualifying

defeat and their fourth loss
in six qualifiers.

Paraguay climbed to sec-
ond in the South American
group on 30 points, with
only goal difference sepa-
rating them from leaders
Brazil, who have a home
game against Chile later on
Wednesd:

Argentina, in grave dan-
ger of failing to qualify,

World Cup South American qualifying results
on Wednesday

Paraguay 1 Argentina 0
Uruguay 3 Colombia 1

Bolivia 1 Ecuador 3

Standings P W D
1 Brazil 158 6
2 Paraguay 169 3
3 Chile 158 3
4 Ecuador 16 6 5
5 Argentina 16 6 4
6 Uruguay 165 6
7 Colombia 16 5 5
8 Venezuela 15 5 3
9 Bolivia 163 3
10 Peru 152 4

L F A Pts
128 7 30
4 2 13 30
4 25 16 27
5 21 23 23
6 20 19 22
5 26 18 21
6 10 14 20
7 19 26 18
1020 34 12
9 8 29 10

dropped out of the top
four automatic berths, their
place taken by Ecuador.
They occupy fifth place
which would send them into
a two-leg playoff against
the CONCACAF’s fourth-
placed team.

Haedo exchanged a one-
two with midfielder Edgar
Bonet in a flowing attack
that scythed through the
Argentina defence before
fellow striker Salvador Ca-
banas set him up to score
with a low shot past diving
keeper Sergio Romero and
inside the far post.

Argentina lost midfielder
Juan Sebastian Veron, one
of their better players in a
poor team performance,
eight minutes into the sec-
ond half when he was sent
off for a high tackle, his sec-
ond bookable offence.
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World Cup

Group One
Malta 0Sweden 1
Albania 1 Denmark 1

Hungary 0 Portugal 1

P W D
1. Denmark 8 5 3
2. Sweden 8 4 3
3. Portugal 8 3 4
4. Hungary 8 4 1
5. Albania 9 1 4
6. Malta 9 1

L F
015
19
110
39
4 5
8 0

collated
standings after Wednesday s matches:

>

(ORI

2

* Group winners qualify for 2010 World Cup finals.
* The eight best runners-up across the nine groups enter the

two-legged play-offs.

Group Two
Isael 7 Luxembourg 0
Moldova 1 Greece
Latvia  2Switzerland 2

w D
1. Switzerland 8 5 2
2. Greece 8 4 2
3. Latvia 8 4 2
4. Israel 8 3 3
Shoomy 642
6. Moldov: 8 o 3
Group Three

Czech Republic 7 San Marino

Northern Ireland 0 Slovakia
Slovenia 3 Poland

P W D
1. Slovakia 8 6 1
2. Slovenia 8 4 2
3.Northernlreland 9 4 2
4.CzechRepublic 8 3 3
5. Poland 8 3 2
6.San Marino 9 0 0

oup Four

Liechtenstein 1 Finland
Wales 1 Russia

Germany 4 Azerbaijan

P W D

1. Germany 8 7 1

2. Russia 8 7 o

3. Finland 8 4 2

4. Wales 8 3 o

S.Licchtenstein 8 0 2

6. Azerbaijan 8 0 1
Group Five

Bosni 1Turkey 1

Armenia 2 Belgium 1

Spain 3 Estonia 0

W D

1. Spain 8 8 0

2. Bosnia 8 5 1

8 3 3

8 2 1

8 1 2

8 1 1

1 Kazakhstan

0 Ukraine
England 5 Croatia

P W D
1.* England 8 8 0
2. Croatia 9 5 2
3. Ukraine 8 4 3
4. Belarus. 8 3 1
5. Kazakhstan 8 2 0
6. Andorra 9 0 0

Group Seven

Faroe Islands 2 thumm

Romania 1 Aust
Serbia 1 ance

P W D
1. Serbia 8 6 1
2. France 8 4 3
3. Austria 8 3 2
4. Lithuania 8 3 0
5. Romania 8 2 3
6.Faroelslands 8 1 1
Group Eight
Montenegro 1Cypr
Ttaly 2 Bulgana o

P D
1. Ttaly 8 r. 2
2. Ireland 8 4 4
3. Bulgaria 8 2 5
4. Cyprus 8 1 3
5.Montenegro 8 0 5

Group Nine

orway 2 Macedonia
Scotland 0 Netherlands
D
1. * Netherlands 8 8 0
2. Norway 8 2 4
3. Scotland 8 3 1
4. Macedonia 8 2 1
5. Iceland 8 1 2

v Lo
B3

1
1

1

L F
116
110
3
507
39
6 4
L F
013
010
110
4 8
37
1

1

L F
017
29
4 6
505
5 7
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Impressive Spain, England seal World Cup pluces

BERNE-- Spain and Eng-
land reached the 2010 World
Cup finals in South Africa on
‘Wednesday with the sort of
commanding home victories
their fans have become ac-
customed to in qualifying.

European champions Spain
maintained their perfect re-
cord with a 3-0 victory over
Estonia in sweltering Me-
rida, while England got their
ighth win from eight games,
5-1 against Croatia, to join
the Netherlands as qualifiers
from Europe.

France had to show grit to
stay in contention, holding
Serbia 1-1 away despite play-
ing for more than 80 minutes
with 10 men, while Cristiano
Ronaldo’s chances of playing
in South Africa were boosted
by a 1-0 win for Portugal in
Hungary.

World champions Italy need
one more point after beat-
ing Bulgaria, while Scotland
and Belgium were among the
countries eliminated.

The winners of the nine
European groups qualify di-
rectly for South Africa and
the best eight runners-up
play off among themselves
for four more places.

England were eliminated
from Euro 2008 qualifying
after a 3-2 defeat by Croatia
at Wembley almost two years
ago but under Fabio Capello
they look a different side and
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qualifying soccer match at the Romano stadium in Merida, September

they had little trouble main-
taining their 100 percent re-
cord in Group Six.

Two goals each from Frank
Lampard and Steven Ger-
rard and one from Wayne
Rooney saw them through
at Wembley, while Eduardo
da Silva scored a second-half
consolation for the visitors,
who stayed second.

Spain have swept all be-
fore them since their win at
Euro 2008 and they secured
progress from Group Five
with their customary elan

ENGLAND

ity of the passing was very,
very good.

“We trained very well
yesterday and the faces of
the players were differ-
ent,” said Capello, who's
team looked very flat in last
Saturday’s 2-1 friendly win
over Slovenia.
he spirit, the concentra-
tion in every moment, the
movement -- I was happy
with everything,” he said.

Having won all eight quali-
fying games to date, scoring
31 goals in the process, the
inevitable question about
England’s chances of win-
ning the World Cup soon
came up.

“It will not be casy, I know
the problems of playing in
a World Cup, but we have
time,” he said.

“The important thing is
that the physical condition
is the same as it is now and
we have to always play with
the spirit of tonight but the
expectation is always the
same with England.”

Croatia coach Slaven Bilic
did little to dampen it when
he said England could win
it.

“I would like to congratu-
late them on a fantastic
performance and, based

Continued from page 48.

on tonight, then of course,”
he said when asked if they
could go all the way.

“Even before the first goal
they looked the sharper,
more aggressive side and
the two early goals lifted
them and we became even
more insecure.”

Bilic said he knew his side
faced a tough task without
“three or four key players”
but was still stunned by the
apparent gulf in class.

“Not in our worst night-
mare were we expecting this
kind of defeat,” he said.

“The atmosphere in our
dressing room is down, this
was not a normal defeat...
we simply can’t find any-
thing to hold on to.”

Croatia still have a chance
of finishing second in
Group Six and earning a
place in the playoffs. They
have 17 points from nine
games ahead of Ukraine on
15 from eight.

“Luckily our next game is
not in three or four days,”
Bilic said. “Our players
have good character, that
lifted us to become what
we have become but we are
going to come back for the
game against Kazakhstan.

and goals from Cesc Fabre-
gas, Santi Cazorla and Juan
Mata.

The Dutch were the first na-
tion to qualify but they were
in no mood to take it easy
against Scotland, a late goal
from Eljero Elia scaling the
fate of the Scots.

Serbia, needing a win in
Belgrade to qualify for their
first World Cup as an inde-
pendent nation, were gifted a
goal and one-man advantage
after only 10 minutes against
France but they could not get
the win they needed to se-
cure qualification.

French goalkeeper Hugo
Lioris was given his march-
ing orders after appearing to
make little contact with Ser-
bia striker Nikola Zigic in the
penalty area before Nenad
Milijas drilled in the penalty.

France regained their com-
posure and Thierry Henry
equalised in the 31st min-
ute. The hosts had Danko
Lazovic sent off in the 90th
minute for dissent.

Serbia stayed four points
clear of their opponents at
the top of Group Seven with
two games each left. France
are second with a four-point
advantage over Austria and
so stand a good chance of
making the play-offs.

Superb goals from Fabio
Grosso and Vincenzo laquin-
ta gave a much-improved
Ttaly a 2-0 win over Bulgaria
in Turin and sent them four
points clear of Ireland at
the top of Group Eight. A
draw in Ireland next month
would be enough for them

“In the first half
it was a spectacle and it was
entertainment,” said coach
Marcello Lippi, under fire
for the team’s recent lacklus-
tre performances.

Germany stayed one point
clear of Russia at the top of
Group Four after both won
to set up a Moscow show-
down next month.

Miroslav Klose came on as
a second-half striker for Ger-
many and scored twice in 10
minutes in their 4-0 win over
Azerbaijan after captain Mi-
chael Ballack had converted
a penalty.

Lukas Podolski added a
fourth while Azerbaijan had
Samir Abasov sent off. Rus-
sia beat Wales 3-1 away.

Norway took advantage of
Scotland’s defeat in Group
Nine to beat Macedonia 2-1
and sneak into second place.

Group One leaders Den-
mark were held 1-1 in Alba-
nia and had their lead cut to
three points by Sweden, who
won 1-0 in Malta.

Portugal revived their hopes
with a 1-0 win in Hungary
after Brazilian-born Pepe
scored with a 10th minute
header. That took them
above their opponents on
goal difference and into
third place, two behind the
Swedes.

“This result re-launches
our campaign for the World
. said Pepe.

Group Two leaders Switzer-
land were held 2-2 in Latvia
but stayed three points clear
when Greece were held 1-1
by table-propping Moldova.
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‘England's Wayne Rooney challenges Croatia’s Ognjen Vukojevic (L) during their World Cup

2010 qualifying soccer match at Wembley Stadium in London September 9.

Capello happy at last

LONDON-- Fabio Capello
said the opening 20 minutes
of England s 5-1 demolition
of Croatia on Wednesday
was the team’s best spell of
the entire qualifying cam-
paign.

England tore out of the
blocks at Wembley, with
and without the ball, and
took an immediate stran-
glehold on the game.

A Frank Lampard penalty
after seven minutes and a
header by Steven Gerrard

effectively settled the match
and secured qualification
for the World Cup with two
games to spare.

Another goal apicce for
the two midfielders and a
late one for Wayne Rooney
completed the job and, fol-
lowing the 4-1 victory in
Zagreb a year ago, brought
ample revenge for Croatia’s
victory here in 2007 which
took them to the European
championship at England’s
expense.

That defeat spelt the end
of Steve McClaren and
opened the door for Ca-
pello, who has created an
entirely different attitude
within largely the same
group of players.

“That was the best 20 min-
utes of the qualification
games, fantastic,” the Ital-
ian told reporters.

“We pressed a lot when the
opponents had the ball and
when we had it the qual
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Farrar takes first stage

eptember 10, 2009

of career, Valverde leads

CARAVACADELA CRUZ,
Spain-- Promising Americ
sprinter Tyler Farrar made a
long dash for the line to win
the 11th stage of the Tour of
Spain on Wednesday.

It was a first Grand Tour
stage win for the 25-year-
old Garmin-Slipstream rider
who crossed the line ahead
of Belgian Phillipe Gilbert
and Italian Marco Marcato.

Spain’s Alejandro Valverde
remained in the overall lead
as the race reached its sec-
ond rest day but acknowl-
edged his seven-second ad-
vantage on Australian Cadel
Evans and 36 on third-placed
Dutchman Robert  Gesink
was no guarantee of final vic-
tory.

“We've got three really dif-
ficult mountain stages start-
ing Friday and I'm worried
about all of them,” Valverde
told reporters.

“The race is entering its
crucial phase and I'll have to
watch Evans and Gesink like
ahawk.”

“I know I'm ok, but I'm
sure I'm going to face some
very serious attacks,” added
the Caisse D’Epargne rider
who was born in the region
of Murcia where stage 11
was held and received huge
cheers as he climbed on to
the winner’s podium.

Farrar told reporters that
given the 200-km  stage’s

Netherland's Dirk Kuyt (L) challenges Scotland’s Steven
Whittaker for a header during their World Cup 2010 qualify-
ing soccer match at the Hampden Park stadium in Glasgow,
Scotland September 9.

GLASGOW-- A late goal
from substitute Eljero Elia
ended Scotland’s World Cup
hopes and maintained Neth-
erlands’ 100 per cent record
in quailfying Group Nine
with a 1-0 victory on Wednes-
day.

Elia pounced on a slip by
defender David Weir to close
in on goal, round keeper Da-
vid Marshall and stroke the
ball into the middle of the
net eight minutes from time.

The Dutch made an im-
pressive start with Dirk Kuyt
crashing in a shot from the
left which thudded high
against the right post.

But Scotland responded
strongly in an exciting first
half with Kenny Miller com-
ing close on two occasions.

He sent a swirling, angled
shot from the right of the
penalty box over keeper Mi-
chel Vorm only to agonise as
the ball smashed off the face
of the crossbar in 30 min-
utes.

Eight minutes later the
striker was denied by a su-
perb save from Vorm after
Steven Naismith drove a 20
metre low effort against the
left post.

Miller seized on the rebound

with a close-range shot but
Vorm somehow scrambled
across to brilliantly push the
ball away.

Marshall also pulled off a
fine save to block Arjen Rob-
ben in a one-on-one situation
before Elia’s late winner.

mountainous first half, he
had thought his chances
would be limited.

“We had more than 3,000
metres of climbing today, but
after the last ascent I was able
to get back into the bunch.”

“I have to thank (team-
mate) David Millar for the
hard work he did for me
throughout the stage.

“Winning today means I've
fulfilled my big objective for
the race, from now on any-
thing is a bonus.

“T've been on the hunt all

season for a stage victory in
a major Tour,” added Farrar,
who took part in the Giro
d'ltalia and Tour de France
this year.

“I didn’t win in the Tour de
France, but I finished it with
good form, tlmu why I'm
winning now.”

Luxembourg’s  Frank
Schleck, fifth in the Tour de
France, did not start the stage
because of knee pains.

The Tour of Spain finishes
on Sept. 20 in Madrid.

White inspires Ausiralia to
six-wicket win over England

SOUTHAMPTON, England-
- Australian batsman Cameron
White scored a trouble-free
century to consign England to
a six-wicket defeat in the third
one-day international in South-
ampton on Wednesday.

Chasing England’s 228 for
nine, White (105) put on 143
for the third wicket with cap-
tain Michael Clarke (52) to
take Australia to the brink of
victory and the tourists round-
ed off the win with nine balls to
spare.

Australian opener Tim Paine
contributed with 29 and Cal-
lum Ferguson (20 not out)
sealed the result as England’s
bowlers struggled to capture

wickets under the floodlights.

England captain Andrew
Strauss once again led from the
front with a solid 63 though he
was poorly supported by the
top order, and only Eoin Mor-
gan (43) batting at six and Tim
Bresnan (31 not out at eight)
really took any fight to the Aus-
tralian attack.

Mitchell Johnson bowled a
controlled 10 overs, taking two
scalps for 39 runs, while Shane
Watson picked up three wickets
later on in England’s innings.

The tourists now lead the
seven-match series 3-0 and a
win in the fourth one-day inter-
national at Lord’s on Saturday
would clinch the series.

Australia’s Mitchell Johnson bowls to England’s Tim Bresnan
(R), watched by umpire Peter Hartley (C), during the third
one-day international cricket match at the Rose Bowl, South-
ampton, Hampshire September 9.
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