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Samuel J. Randall School ~ Physical Description

The Randall School rising three stories in height and three bays in width, is a
brick structure designed in:: an Italianate mode with a pedimented front gable and
cross gabling. The main facade is divided into three main sections by projecting
pilasters which rise the full height of the building. At flanking ends are small,
recessed stair towers. The entrance features double leaf doors with arched
transom and projecting stone surround. The fenestration pattern varies with single

- segmented sash in the end bays flanking paired, segmented sash in the center,
on the first and second floors. The third floor has smaller, segmented sash in
each of the end bays with a tripartite configuration of smaller, segmented sash,
at the third floor. All of the windows have replacement sash in varying patterns
of single light, fixed sash with operable transoms and over lower panels. Brick
labels with stone console stops enhance the first and second floor windows. A string
course band rests below the third floor windows. The two front pilasters rise to
paired brackets which support a7 corbelled brick overhanging cornice. Rising from the
cornice line is a central pedlmented gable, .2 motif repeated at the cross gabling.
A wooden cupola with bracketed cornlce rest in the center of the building.

Statement of Significance

The Samuel J. Randall School was originally used by the Institute for Coloured

Youth. The Institute was chartered by the State of Pennsylvania in 1842 for the
eddcation of black boys and girls. The Institute was one of the first schools

in the nation devoted solely to educating black youths. At first the Institute

was located on Lombard Street in Philadelphia. In 1866 the Institute moved to
facilities on Bainbridge Street, including this nominated building. The Institute

for Coloured Youth was located in this school and nearby buildings until 1903, when the
Institute moved to Cheney, Delaware County.

The Philadelphia School Board purchased the nominated building in 1903 and hired
Edward Fay to renovate the building for public school use. However, it retained
much of its previous appearance. Thus, at the time of its acquisition, the Randall
School represented a throw-back to earlier school design. The school retained

its Italianate styling, which was a style popular during the 1860s and 1870s. The
school also had a double~loaded corridor plan based on the earlier Sloan Plan.

Thus the Randall School is significant as part of the facilities of one of the
oldest schools in the country devoted to educating black youth. It is also
important because, at the time of its purchase by the Philadelphia School Board,
it represented a throw-back to earlier school architecture.

areas of significance: education, architecture

verbal boundary description

The nominated property consists of Philadelphia County lot 881003500 which contains
the school and its contiguous grounds.
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