
New shows at NATPE 
The majority of new shows introduced at this year's NATPE were target-
ed for dayt ime, late-night and weekend use, where recent developments 
have created more demand for product. Most are strips. Among the 
offerings: 

Show Company Genre 

I Accuse! 

The Newz 

Incredible Mall 

The Drive 

Zooing: Esc. to the Wild 
(weekly) 

High Tide 

Viacom Court 

Columbia Comedy 

Grove TV Game/ 
Home shop. 

Viacom Drama 

Koch Reality 

AC I Action hr. 

Terms 

Barter 

Barter 

Barter 

Premiere 

Fall 

Fall 

Fall 

TBA Fall 1 9 9 5 

Barter Fall 1 9 9 5 

7 min/7 min Fall 

for the next two seasons in 7 0 % of the 
U . S . T w e n t i e t h ' s f i rs t -year ta lker Ber-
tice Berry scored its highest NTl rat-
ing the week of Jan . 17, with an aver-
age 3 .0 . 

• C o l u m b i a Pic tures Te lev i s ion re-
ported that its new week ly d rama For-
ever Knight has c leared 6 0 % of the 

country for fall . C R T ' s f i rs t -year talk 
show Ricki Lake is r enewed for year 
two in 7 0 % . 

• ITC has cleared a one -hour maga-
zine special based on the National En-
quirer in 4 5 % of the coun t ry . Stat ions 
c lear ing the show include all of the 
independents in the Chr is Craf t g roup . 

WXYZ-TV D e t r o i t a n d KBHK-TV S a n 
Francisco . ITC hopes to expand the 
special (airing in March and Apri l ) to 
a weekly show in the fall and to strip 
the fo l lowing year . O n e ma jo r adver-
tiser c lear ing the specia l : Kimber ly -
Clark . 

• G r o u p W said that its new g a m e 
show for fal l . Truth or Tabloid, has 
cleared 7 0 % of the count ry . T h e show 
is hosted by fo rmer New York Post 
edi tor Jerry N a c h m a n , w h o previously 
was vice pres ident , news , N B C station 
group, 

• G r o v e Televis ion reported clear-
ances f rom N A T P E for its new slate: 
Space Police ( 5 5 % ) , Tough Target 
( 5 0 % ) , Heart unci Soul Tonight 
(42%) , and Living Well and The In-
credible Mall (both 4 5 % ) . 

• Pandora sold a package of five Ja-
panimation mov ie s to the Sci-Fi Chan-
nel. T h e c o m p a n y reported s t rong 
sales for its new w e e k l y . Computer 
Guy. 
• Koch C o m m u n i c a t i o n s has cleared 
its new week ly barter kid/teen animal 
show Zooing: Escape to the Wild on 
the Hearst Stat ion g roup . A one -hou r 
special airs in Apr i l , wi th the weekly 
series slated for fall . • 

Paramount, Warner Bros, vie for affiliates 
By M i k e F r e e m a n 

Paramount may have gained some 
m o m e n t u m in its f i f th -ne twork 
lobbying c a m p a i g n last w e e k 

when it secured four independent T V 
stat ions, but industry watchers are 
wai l ing to see whe the r a winn ing bid 
for Pa ramount by Barry Di l l e r ' s Q V C 
Network at this T u e s d a y ' s dead l ine 
will put the k ibosh on the ne twork 
e f fo r t . 

Mark ing the first N A T P E conven-
t ion-f loor presence of the two compet -
ing f i f th -ne twork h o p e f u l s . P a r a m o u n t 
Ne twork execu t ives sought to put a 
heavy spin on the aff i l ia te p ickups , 
whi le W a r n e r Bros . N e t w o r k h o n c h o s 
stood f i rm in their conten t ion that ca-
ble supers ta t ion WGN-TV C h i c a g o 
g ives the hybrid b roadcas t /cab le net-
work 7 3 % coverage of the U . S . 

Pa ramoun t s igned s ta t ions in mar-
kets where a s ingle independent was 
avai lable for a f f i l ia t ion . Clear Channe l 
Televis ion commi t t ed WLMT-TV M e m -

phis and KTFO-TV Tu l sa . Mercury 
Broadcas t ing a lso conver ted KASN-TV 
Little R o c k . A r k . , and WJTC-TV Mo-
bile, A la . , into Paramount af f i l ia tes . 

During the past two weeks Para-
mount has added six s tat ions to its 
l ineup, inc luding KTVD-TV D e n v e r and 
KAIL-TV F resno , Ca l i f . , br inging its 
total to 25 af f i l ia te marke t s represent-
ing 4 4 % of the coun t ry . Pa ramoun t 
T V G r o u p Cha i rman Kerry M c C l u g -
gage remains conf iden t that the net-
work will ach ieve 7 0 % - 7 5 % U . S . 
coverage th rough straight broadcas t 
c lea rances . 

" 1 d o n ' t think the race | to pick up 
more aff i l ia tes] will be over for anoth-
er several w e e k s , " M c C l u g g a g e says . 
W h e n asked whe the r the ne twork is in 
j eopardy if Dil ler , w h o has said that he 
would sell the Pa ramoun t Stat ions 
G r o u p and d isso lve the ne twork e f fo r t , 
succeeds in get t ing P a r a m o u n t , 
M c C l u g g a g e sa id , " W e ' r e moving 
forward with our c o m m i t m e n t to sta-

t ions." 
M e a n w h i l e , W a r n e r Bros. Net has 

not s igned any new aff i l ia tes in several 
w e e k s , but ne twork president Jamie 
Kellner holds s teadfas t ly that the WGN-
TV cable l ink, c o m b i n e d with o ther 
ant ic ipated station deals , will put the 
network over the 8 0 % coverage range . 
N u m e r o u s syndica t ion execut ives at 
earl ier N A T P E panel sess ions , howev-
er , ques t ioned the s t rength of the Tri-
bune f l a g s h i p ' s cable penetra t ion and 
whe the r it would dilute the national 
adver t is ing rates W B Net could 
charge . 

" T h o s e syndica tors have their own 
agenda , and I really d o n ' t think it is 
fair to d i smis s the kind of del ivery and 
promise that nat ional cable buys o f f e r 
a d v e r t i s e r s , " Kel lner sa id . " T h i s is 
go ing to be a day -and-da te , in-pattern 
network that is go ing to give advert is-
ers the oppor tun i ty to reach first- t ime 
cable v iewers to broadcast ne twork-
quali ty p r o g r a m i n g . " • 




