| BRISTOL RECORD SOCIETY’S
 PUBLICATIONS
VOL. XVII

|
[
RECORDS RELATING ']
TO THE
SOCIETY OF MERCHANT VENTURERS
OF THE

CITY OF BRISTOL _
IN THE SEVENTEENTH CENTURY




BRISTOL RECORD SOCIETY'’S
PUBLICATIONS

General Editor: Pro¥Essor Davip DoucLas, M.A., F.B.A.

Assistant General Editor: Miss ErizABETH RaLrH, F.S.A.

VoL. XVII

RECORDS RELATING

TO THE
SOCIETY OF MERCHANT VENTURERS
OF THE

CITY OF BRISTOL
IN THE SEVENTEENTH CENTURY




RECORDS RELATING

TO THE

SOCIETY OF MERCHANT VENTURERS

OF THE

CITY OF BRISTOL
IN THE SEVENTEENTH CENTURY

SELECTED AND EDITED BY

PATRICK McGRATH, M.A.
Lecturer in History, University of Bristol

Printed for the
BRISTOL RECORD SOCIETY




FIRST PUBLISHED IN IQ52

TO MY WIFE

MADE AND PRINTED IN GREAT BRITAIN BY
81 TD., QUAY STREET AND SMAL I
W. ARROWSMITH LTD., QUAY STREET AND SMALL STREET, BRISTOL



CONTENTS

Page

PREFACE . : ; - - . ; ; v 3

INTRODUCTION ’ i 3 : ; i 5 s Ix

I. Merchant organizations in Bristol before 1552 . & X
2. From the incorporation of the Society to the reorgan-

ization of 1605 . y ; : ; ; ¢ Xil

3. The constitution of the Merchant Venturers of Bristol
in the seventeenth century . - ‘ : ¢ o

4. Membership, organization, and administration of the
Society in the seventeenth century : : s XX

The finances of the Society in the seventeenth century  xxv

i

6. The Society of Merchant Venturers and the City
Government | ; : - ; ; . XXViii

The Bristol Society and other organizations of Mer-
chant Adventurers . . : g ; 3 XXR

b |

8. The commercial policy of the Society and relations
with other companies : 2 : 5 .XXxvi

9. The work of the Society in seventeenth-century Bristol  xli

Tue RECORDS OF THE SOCIE1Y OF MERCHANT VENTURERS

OF BrRIsTOL . : : : . . . xlv

I. Some General Comments : : . : . xlv

2. The Seventeenth-Century Records . ; ; . Xlvii

NoTE oN TRANSCRIPTION AND ARRANGEMENT . . i Iv

LisT OF ABBREVIATIONS : 3 : ; - . I
v




vi CONTENTS
Tae TexT
I. Charters, Ordinances, and Register of Members
II. Registration of Apprentices and Admission of
Members
III. Officers, Hall Meetings, and General Administration
IV. The Merchants’ Hall
V. Dinners, Hospitality, and Presents
VI. The Merchants’ Accounts
VII. Charitable and Educational Work
VIII. Corporate Activities of the Society
IX. The Merchant Venturers and the Port of Bristol
X. Pirates, Turkish Corsairs, and Convoys .
XI. The Merchant Venturers’ Interest in Exploration
and Colonization
XII. Relations with the London Companies
XIII. Protection of the Merchants’ Interests

APPENDIX A. MEMBERS OF THE SOCIETY WHOSE ADMIS-

SIONS ARE RECORDED IN THE HALL BooOK
BUT WHOSE NAMES DO NOT APPEAR IN THE
REGISTER

APPENDIX B. SHIPS ARRIVING AT THE PORT OF BRISTOL

INDEX OF PERSONS AND PLACES

INDEX OF SELECTED SUBJECTS

Page

34
53
66

81
96
118

135
176

199

207

234



PREFACE

The period between the reorganization of the Society of Mer-
chant Venturers in 1605 and the opening of the African trade in
1698 was of great importance in the history of the merchant
community of Bristol. Although surprisingly little is known about
Bristol trade in the sixteenth century, there are indications that
the splendour of the later Middle Ages was not maintained. The
seventeenth century, however, was a new age of expansion when,
in spite of many difficulties, the merchants once again brought
commercial greatness to Bristol. The ending of the monopoly
of the Royal African Company was a fitting climax to a century
of struggle.

This is the first of two volumes designed to illustrate the
economic and social history of the merchant community of Bristol
in the seventeenth century. The first volume has been devoted
entirely to the organized merchant body—the Society of Merchant
Venturers, and the extracts have been selected mainly from the
Society’s seventeenth-century records, which have not hitherto
been considered as a whole and whose intrinsic interest entitles
them to separate treatment. The second volume will deal with
the merchants in their private capacities, and the documents will
be selected mainly from those in the Bristol Record Office, the
Public Record Office, the Probate Registries, the Bristol City
Library, the College of Arms, and other national and local reposi-
tories.

I wish to express my gratitude in the first place to the Master,
Wardens and Commonalty of the Society of Merchant Venturers
of the City of Bristol, not only for their kindness in allowing me
full access to their records, but also for a very generous grant
towards the cost of publication. But for that generosity, it would
have been necessary to reduce substantially the size of this book.

My sincere thanks are due to Miss G. E. Whitaker who freely
placed at my disposal her great knowledge of the Society and whose
enthusiasm and encouragement have been of the greatest help to
me during the four years I have been working on the Society's
records.

vii
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viii PREFACE

I am deeply indebted to Professor David Douglas who gave
me the opportunity of preparing this volume for publication by
the Bristol Record Society and whose advice and guidance have
been invaluable ; to Professor C. M. MacInnes who has given me
every encouragement in my work ; and to my colleagues Mr.
J. W. Sherborne and Dr. C. D. Ross who have given me the
benefit of their suggestions and criticisms.

Miss E. M. Carus-Wilson gave me much helpful advice concern-
ing the thorny problems of early merchant organizations in Bristol,
and Professor R. H. Tawney very kindly read the Introduction.
Mr. Bernard Johnson generously placed at my disposal the results
of some of his researches on the York Society of Merchant Adven-
turers.

I owe a debt of gratitude to Miss Elizabeth Ralph, Bristol City
Archivist, for all the help she has given me in my work and for
all the trouble she has taken in making arrangements for pub-
lication. I also wish to express my thanks to her assistant Miss
Slowley. :

The Colston Research Society kindly agreed to defray part of
the cost of my researches.

The dedication of this volume to my wife is but a small acknow-
ledgment of all the help she has given me in its production.

PaTrRICK MCGRATH.
University of Bristol,

June, 1952.

NoteE.—Extracts from the records of the Society of Merchant
~ Venturers of Bristol may not be reproduced without permission

from the Society.



INTRODUCTION

On 18 December 1552, king Edward VI granted to certain
merchants of Bristol letters patent incorporating them as the
Marchaunt Venturers of the City of Bristol.! After the changing
fortunes of four hundred years, the Society incorporated by the
young king still enjoys a vigorous life, although it serves now
different purposes from those for which it was established in the
mid-sixteenth century. This volume is concerned primarily with
the seventeenth century, but a brief reference to earlier merchant
organizations in Bristol is perhaps desirable in order to put the
problem of the origins of the Society of Merchant Venturers in
its proper setting.

I. Merchant organizations in Bristol before 1552

Some writers have seen the origin of the Society in an Act of
Common Council of 1467, and others have suggested that the
Society is in some way linked with the even earlier Gild Merchant.
Before touching on this thorny and controversial problem, it is
necessary to point out that the evidence is very limited. There
are no early merchants’ records, and there are many gaps in the
information available in the municipal archives. Time and again,
absence of evidence makes it impossible to say what relationship,
if any, existed between one merchant organization and another.

In the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries, there are a number
of references to a Gild Merchant in Bristol, but very little is known
about the nature of this Gild Merchant, and there is no mention
of it in the records after 1372. Continuity with later organizations
of merchants canhot therefore be proved. Nor can it be shown
that the gild of merchants which Miss Kramer claims was estab-
lished in 1370 existed after that date.?

From the available evidence it seems likely that, whatever may

! A number of variations in the spelling of Marchaunt and of Venturer
occur elsewhere in the patent. For the Society’s later use of the style Mer-
chant Adventurer, see pp. xxx, xxxi and notes.

* Stella Kramer, The English Craft Gilds, New York, 1927, pp. 29-30.
The evidence on which she bases her statement is found in F. B. Bickley,
The Little Red Book of Bristol, ii, 51-55.

IX




X INTRODUCTION

have been the case earlier, the merchants of Bristol during the
greater part of the fifteenth century were content to leave the
regulation of foreign trade to the city government, in which they
naturally played a leading part.! In 1467, however, the Common
Council passed an Act “ for goode sadde and profitable Rewle
off and uppon iiii certeigne merchaundiszes usyd in Bristowe .2
The Mayor and Sheriffs were instructed to call the Great Council
every year within twenty days after Michaelmas, and with its
advice to choose a member who had been either Mayor or Sheriff
to be Master of the fellowship of merchants. They were also to
choose two wardens and two beadles and brokers. The master
and fellowship were to occupy Spicer’s Hall and the Chapel
belonging to it on the Back of Bristol.? All merchants came
under their jurisdiction’ regarding the four commodities, and the
fellowship was empowered to fix the prices at which these com-
modities might be sold to strangers.

Little is known about the background of this Act, but it is
perhaps justifiable to infer from the Act itself that at the time
when it was passed there existed no separate organization of
merchants in Bristol and that Common Council now decided to
delegate to a newly created body, still very much under its control,
certain limited powers by which the ancient ordinances concerning
strangers’ goods might be more effectively enforced.* There is
no further evidence concerning the organization thus created, and
Latimer’s statements that “ it undoubtedly flourished ** and that
““a deed preserved in Merchants’ Hall seems to show that the
chapel in Spicer’s Hall was soon deemed inadequate for its require-
ments "% are erroneous, for the document of 1493 to which he
referred made provision for a new chapel, not for the merchants,
but for the mariners.® If Common Council did in fact choose the

1 For a petition from the merchants to Common Council asking for certain
regulations to be made concerning foreign trade, see E. W, W. Veale, The
Great Red Book of Bristol Text Part 111, Bristol Record Society’s Publications,
vol. xvi, pp. 120-124. For other regulations by Common Council, see J.
: Latimer, Merchant Venturers, pp. 15-16.
2 The Act is printed in E. W. W. Veale, The Great Red Book of Bristol
] Text Part 111, pp. 82-84. The four commodities were meat oil, wool oil,
tren (train oil), and wax.
3 The Fellowship occupied different premises from those later used by the
Society of Merchant Venturers whose Hall was in King Street.
4In 1459 Common Council had issued regulations intended to enforce
the ancient ordinances concerning the bringing of strangers’ goods to Spicer’s
Hall. J. Latimer, Merchant Venturers, pp. 15-16.
8 J. Latimer, Merchant Venturers, p. 18.
¢ The document is in the Merchants’ Records. Itis printed in J. Latimer,
Merchant Venturers, pp. 19—-21. See also p. 66.
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Master and other officials between 1467 and 1499, their names
have not been preserved.

After 1467 there is once more a gap in the evidence until 1500.
In that year Common Council passed another Act designed to
regulate the sale of strangers’ goods in the city.! It was decided
that there should be established a Company or Fellowship of
Merchants separate and distinct from every other company of
handicraft men in Bristol. The first Master, Wardens and Beadles
were appointed by Common Council and were required to take
their oaths of office before the mayor, aldermen and sheriffs. In
future, the Company was to meet yearly, within fourteen days
after the feast of St. Michael, to elect its own officials. Sons and
apprentices of members were to be admitted without fine provided
they were burgesses, but those who were burgesses by redemption
or by marriage were to pay an admission fine. The Master and
Wardens were to meet twice a week in the Council House? to
discuss the merchants’ business and to settle disputes. The
Company could make ordinances for the good rule of the fellow-
ship, and members or burgesses who disobeyed them could be
fined. No merchant of Bristol might freight any ship without
permission from the Master and Wardens. When any ship
arrived with the merchandise of strangers or aliens, the Company
was to decide what was to be done with the cargo. A tax of a
penny a ton on all merchandise and a halfpenny a ton on salt was
to be levied for the use of the company. By these and other
ordinances Common Council gave the Company complete control
over the foreign trade of the city.?

In its organization and its powers, the Company of Merchants
established in 1500 bears a marked resemblance to the Society of
Merchant Venturers incorporated in 1552, and it is not unnatural
to suggest that there was continuity between the two. It might
be assumed that the merchants would not readily allow to lapse
those extensive privileges given them by the city and that they
would want to keep in being an organization devoted exclusively
to their interests. It is significant that, although no copy of the
ordinances of 1500 survives among the city’s records, the Society
of Merchant Venturers still preserves the original grant bearing the
city’s seal. Nevertheless continuity cannot be claimed with

! Printed in J. Latimer, Merchant Venturers, pp. 26-35. The original is
in the Merchants’ Records.

* Not in Spicer’s Hall as in the Ordinances of 1467.
* Only a few points from these lengthy ordinances have been mentioned here.




xii INTRODUCTION

certainty. There is no evidence to prove that the Fellowship
established in 1500 did in fact go on. If it made any ordinances,
they have not survived, and although the names of the first Master
and Wardens are known from the Act itself, there is no record of
any other Masters and Wardens between 1500 and the incorporation
of the Merchant Venturers in 1552.

2. From the incorporation of the Society to the reorgamization of
1605

In 1552, certain merchants of Bristol addressed to Edward VI
a tearful petition in which they claimed that artificers and others
with no knowledge of trade had been meddling in commerce with
disastrous results. To remedy the alleged evils, the king incor-
porated the merchants and gave them certain powers. They were
to have a Master and two Wardens who were to take their oaths
before the Mayor and Aldermen, and they were authorized to make
ordinances for the government of their art, provided these did
not conflict with the rights of the Crown or the City and did not
infringe the privileges of the Merchant Adventurers trading to
the Netherlands. It was ordered ‘* that noe Artificer of the Citty
aforesaide for the tyme beinge shall exercise the recourse of
marchandize into the kingdomes or dominions of the parties
beyond the seas unlesse hee shalbee admitted into the saide
Societie and State aforesaide by the saide Maister and wardens,
Neither that any other but onelie those whoe have bine, or hereafter
shalbee apprentice to ye saide Misterie or Arte of Marchaunts
aforesaide or have vsed the same Misterie by the space of seauen
yeeres "1

From the point of view of national economic development, this
grant was part of the Crown's policy of favouring “ a well ordered
trade ", not open to all, but limited to privileged groups. It fits
into the general picture of the second half of the sixteenth century
when charters were granted to the Muscovy Company, to the
Merchant Adventurers trading to the Netherlands and Germany,
to the Eastland Company, to the Spanish Company, to the
Levant Company, to various African Companies, and to groups of
merchants in Newcastle, York, Chester, Hull, Exeter, and other
towns.

From the point of view of local development, the importance

1 The Letters Patent are in the Merchants’ Records. They were printed by
Latimer together with an early seventeenth-century translation found in
Book of Charters I, 23-26.

4



INTRODUCTION xiii

of the grant was that it set up in Bristol a Society whose members
enjoyed a monopoly of the foreign trade of the city and whose
privileges rested not only on municipal authority but on royal
authority as well.

The letters patent of Edward VI were confirmed by Elizabeth
in 1566,! and in the same year the merchants secured an Act of
Parliament confirming the royal grants.® The Act stated that a
number of inhabitants of the city *“ of divers faculties and sciences”
were trading as merchants, with the result that merchant adven-
turers who lived by trade only were unable to maintain them-
selves. After reciting the letters patent and pointing out that
there were no penalties to enforce the regulations, the Act once
again forbade artificers and those of other sciences from meddling
in foreign trade. No one was to traffick beyond the seas ** vnlesse
the same person or persons bee nowe made, or hereafter shalbee
admitted to bee, of the saide Societie or Corporacion aboue
named by the maister and wardeyns of the saide Corporacion,
Or els that hee or they have byne, or shalbee apprentice or
apprentices, and served in and to the saide Arte or misterie of
Marchaunts within the same Cittie or Liberties of the same by
the space of seaven yeeres” under pain of forfeiting half the
goods involved to the Crown and half to be divided between the
Society and the City.

The triumph of 1566 was short-lived. There was apparently a
struggle between the merchants and wealthy retailers like the
grocers, the mercers, the haberdashers, and the vintners who
objected to being excluded completely from foreign trade ; and
the merchants themselves may have been divided. The full
story of the conflict is not known, but there are indications that
the opponents of the Society managed temporarily to secure
control of Common Council. The upshot was that the Mayor and
Aldermen protested against the Act of 1566, and in the parlia-
ment of 1571, after a prolonged and heated struggle, it was
repealed.® This was a setback to the Society, but its charters

! The original is in the Merchants’ Records. It is printed by Latimer
together with a translation found in Book of Charters I, 27.

? Statutes of the Realm, iv, Part 1, p. 483. The text of the Act is found in
Boaok of Charters I, 28-30, and is printed in J. Latimer, Merchant Venturers,
PP- 47-50.

3 For the arguments on both sides, see Cal. S.P.D. Addenda, 1566-1579,
PP. 343-344. For the complaints of the Mayor and others against the Act
of 1500, see Cal. S.P.D. 1547-1580, p. 408. See also Bristol Record Office :
Ovdinances of Common Council (04272), pp. 29, 30; Commons Journals, I,
84-86 ; Statules of the Realm, iv, Part I, 520 ; J. Latimer, Merchant Venturers,
PP- 52-57-
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were still intact, and in the seventeenth century, when its members
played the leading part in the government of the city, it once
more attempted to establish a monopoly in foreign trade.

There are no records of the Bristol Merchant Venturers for the
second half of the sixteenth century, and although the names of
the Masters and Wardens for 1552, 1566 and 1569! are known
from other sources, it cannot be shown that the Society enjoyed
a continuous existence between 1552 and 1605.2 The defeat of
1571 and the struggle with the city authorities may have given a
serious blow to its prestige, but there are other reasons for its
decline. Latimer thought that it was practically moribund by
the end of the century and suggested that this was due to the
prostration of commerce and industry.® The trade depression and
the war with Spain in the later part of Elizabeth’s reign no doubt
had serious effects on the merchant community of Bristol, but it
was probably the emergence of a rival organization rather than
the decay of trade that weakened the Bristol Society and made
necessary drastic action by the city authorities in 1605. Latimer
was aware that John Whitson and other prominent Bristol mer-
chants had joined the Spanish Company, but he did not realize
the extent to which Bristol was affected by the Company’s
development in the later sixteenth and early seventeenth centuries.
In 1577 the Crown granted to the Spanish Company the sole right
of trading with Spain and Portugal.* The members were named
in the letters patent and they included certain courtiers and
officials, over two hundred London merchants, and one-hundred-
and-seventy-three merchants from other towns. No less than
seventy-six Bristolians were named as members, and Bristol
supplied three of the forty Assistants. The earliest entry in the
first Merchant Venturers’ Treasurer’s Book is an account for 1583
of the Company of Merchants of Bristol trading to Spain and
Portugal.® This is evidently an account not of the Society of
Merchant Venturers but of the Spanish Company’s Bristol branch
which had its own officials and a number of members in other

1 The Masters and Wardens of 1552 and 1566 are named in the Letters
Patent and those for 1569 in the Grant of Arms.

? The almshouse and school were still being maintained in 1595 and the
property and grant of anchorage were vested in trustees, Presumably the
trustees could continue to act even if the Society itself was moribund.

3 J. Latimer, Merchant Venturers, pp. 6o, 62,

4 The Letters Patent to the Spanish Company are printed in V. M. Shillington
and A. B. Wallis Chapman, The Commercial Relations of England and Portugal,
Pp. 313-326. For an account of the Company, see ibid., pp. 146-176.

See p. 81, no. 163.
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ports as well as in Bristol. There had thus come into existence
in Bristol a provincial branch of a national company under the
control of a headquarters in London, and any Bristolians who
wished to trade with Spain or Portugal were bound to belong to
it. Provincial independence had been in some measure lost, and
Bristol merchants had to submit to regulations which they did
not make themselves.!

So little is known about either the Bristol branch of the Spanish
Company or about the Bristol Merchant Venturers in the later
sixteenth century that it is impossible to say whether the two
did in fact exist simultaneously, and if they did, what were the
relations between them. Assuming that the Merchant Venturers
were still an active body when the Spanish Company was incor-
porated in 1577, there must have been for a time two distinct
merchant organizations in Bristol, the one for merchants in
general, the other limited to those trading to Spain or Portugal.
No doubt many merchants would have belonged to both. It is
possible, on the other hand, that after 1577 the Bristol Society of
Merchant Venturers, while retaining its rights under the charter
of 1552, also acted under the charter of the Spanish Company
for those of its members who traded to Spain and Portugal.? The
fact that one of the Spanish Company’s accounts has been pre-
served in the Treasurer's Book of the Merchant Venturers may
indicate some such relationship.?

The Spanish Company was thrown into confusion by the war
with Spain, but after the peace of 1604 it obtained confirmation
of its old privileges. A new patent was subsequently granted to
it on 31 May, 1605, and the Company retained the monopoly of
trade with Spain and Portugal. Of the five-hundred-and-seventy-
seven merchants named in the patent no less than ninety-seven
were Bristolians.® No doubt it was the fact that almost the
entire merchant community of Bristol belonged to a Company

1 In 1578, Philip Langley, together with other merchants who had opposed
the Act of 1566, but who had joined the Spanish Company, was said to be
continuing ‘' the trade of a notoriouse retailer *’ and was in danger of being
brought before the Privy Council. Acts of the Privy Council, 1577-1578,
PP- 408, 400.

? For a parallel casein Newcastle where a merchant organization with a long
history acted under a new Charter of the Merchant Adventurers, see p. xxxiii.

3 It should be noted, however, that the appearance of this account in the
Society's Treasurer’'s Book may be accidental. The accountant in 1583 was
John Barker. The Master of the Society in 1617-18, when the Society’s
records were put in order, was also a John Barker. Possibly he inherited the
book and decided it might be used to keep the Society’s accounts.

4 See p. 2, no 1. Shillington and Chapman, op. cit., pp. 160-165.
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whose headquarters were in London that led Common Council
to decide that the merchants of Bristol must separate from the
Spanish Company and join an organization of their own. The
decision was made on the last day of the year 1605, and may
have been hastened by the fact that the Spanish Company’s
Charter was already under heavy fire.! The next year, Parlia-
ment opened the Spanish and Portuguese trades to all subjects
of the English crown.?

3. The constitution of the Merchant Venturers of Bristol in the
seventeenth century.®

The Act of Common Council of 31 December, 1605, which
reorganized the merchant body is printed below.* The corpora-
tion appointed the Master and other officers, and laid down the
conditions of admission. Membership was open to all burgesses
provided they paid a fine of twenty shillings and agreed to abandon
all other occupations. All other merchants “ which are already
Free of the same Company " were to pay only 6s. 8d. The act
made no reference to the Charter of 1552 although the reference
to merchants who were “ already Free of the same Company ”
suggests that the Society was still active at the time when the
act was passed. The Master and Wardens appointed by the
corporation were the same as those apparently chosen by the
Merchant Venturers at a General Court held seven months earlier
in May 1605.° The authority for the May election is an entry
in Book of Charters I which was not begun until 1618,® thirteen
years after the event, and which surprisingly makes no reference
to the reorganization of the Society in December 1605 or to the
officers then appointed by the corporation. Possibly by 1618 the
Society was not anxious to stress the part played by the city
government in giving it a new lease of life.

In 1606, Parliament opened the French, Spanish and Portuguese
trades to all subjects of the English Crown. Although the Bristol
Merchant Venturers were no doubt delighted at the destruction
of the Spanish Company’s monopoly, they were anxious to pre.

! For the arguments for and against the Company, see C. T. Carr, Select
Charters of Trading Companies (Selden Society, vol. xxviii), pp. xxiv, xxv.
¢ Statutes of the Realm, iv, Part ii, 1083,
3 See Section I, pp. 1-33.
'1 +P. 3, n0:.2,
5 See p. 54, no. 93, and note 1.
8 See pp. xlvi-xlvii.
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serve their own monopoly, and they did not welcome a Bill which
would permit any Bristolian to trade with three important
overseas markets. They therefore tried to get their charters
excepted from the Act, but Parliament was unsympathetic, and
unlike the merchants of Exeter they failed in their attempt.!
This did not prevent them from behaving as though the Act did
not affect their charters, and in April 1612 Common Council
authorized the Society to make ordinances, by virtue of its charters,
forbidding its members from exercising any other trade and pro-
hibiting any one except its members from using the trade of a
merchant adventurer.? The necessary ordinances were prepared
and submitted to Common Council which referred them to a
committee.® Latimer stated that they were confirmed by Com-
mon Council in August 1612.4 They probably were, since Common
Council had already approved them in principle, but there is in
fact no record of the confirmation.

The next important development in the Society’s constitution
was in 1618. In June of that year the Society reaffirmed the
principle that only its own members might engage in foreign
trade, and set up a committee to revise the ordinances. The new
ordinances were promulgated in November 1618.% They defined
the duties of the Master and other officers and established for the
first time a number of Assistants. They laid down elaborate
regulations for the holding of Courts and the keeping of records,
and they made a number of regulations regarding the admission
of members which differed considerably from those of 1605. Sons
or apprentices of ““ meer merchants ’ in the Society could claim
the freedom on payment of certain small fees. Redemptioners had
to pay a composition fine the amount of which was not fixed, and
their sons had to pay 4os. in addition to the usual fees. No retailer
was to be admitted without the consent of a special court. There
were a number of regulations prohibiting members from entering
into partnership with non-members and from co-operating with
them either directly or through their agents. A penny in the
pound was to be levied on seamen’s wages for the upkeep of
the Society’s almshouse. No reference was made to the City’s

1 See p. 6, no. 3, and note 2.

2 See p. 6, no. 4.

# See p. 6, no. 5.

4 J. Latimer, Merchant Venturers, p. 66.

& See p. 7, no. 6.

8 Book of Cliarters I, 69-81 3 J. Latimer, op. cit., pp. 68-8o,
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ordinances of 1605. The Society evidently now stood on its
own feet.

In the seventeenth century, all companies were harassed by
interlopers who challenged their monopolies and interfered with
their well-ordered trade. The Society had to face the threat, not
only of unauthorized intruders but also of those who could claim
that an Act of Parliament in 1606 had opened the French, Spanish
and Portuguese markets to all subjects of the English Crown. At
the time, the Society had failed in its effort to get its charters
excepted from the act, but in 1621 and 1624 it once more made
determined efforts to obtain the parliamentary backing which it
had enjoyed from 1566 to 1571.! The city this time gave en-
thusiastic support® and there was much correspondence with the
M.P.s, themselves Merchant Venturers, who attempted to obtain
parliamentary confirmation of the charters and a grant of further
privileges. But on neither occasion was a Bill actually brought
in, and at a time when monopolies were under heavy fire it would
probably have stood little chance of success.

On 7 January, 1639, Charles I granted letters patent to the
Society confirming those of Edward VI and Elizabeth and making
some important changes in the Society’s constitution and powers.?
In future elections were to be held on 10 November yearly and
the number of Assistants was reduced from twelve to ten. The
Master named in the Charter was to take his oath before the
Mayor and Aldermen, but in future officers were to be sworn in
by the out-going Master and Wardens. The powers given to the
Society for the control of foreign trade were much more explicit
than in earlier charters, for it was authorized to make ordinances
“for the good rule government ordering surveying search and
correccion of the Mistery or Art aforesaid and of all the works
wares goods and merchandizes which the same Master Wardens
and Comminalty and their Successors or any other Merchants or
other persons whatsoever of the City aforesaid adventuring beyond
the Seas shall export or import out of or into the Realm of
England or Dominion of Wales As also of all men and Merchants
of the City aforesaid and their Servants Factors Apprentices and
Agents of the Art or Mistery aforesaid trading as well in the said
City as in parts beyond the Seas . The Society could levy fines

1 See pp. 9-14, nos. 8, 9, 10, 11, 12. J. Latimer, op. cit., pp. 81-83.

? See pp. 12-14, Nos. 11, 12.

* The original is in the Merchants’ Records. A translation from Book
of Charters 11, 31-42, is printed by J. Latimer, op. cit., pp. 88-97.
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on all who broke its ordinances provided these ordinances were
reasonable and not repugnant to the laws and customs of the
realm or to the prejudice of the Mayor or of the Merchant
Adventurers trading to Holland, Zealand, Brabant, Flanders and
other parts.

The Society then drew up new Ordinances which were promul-
gated on 4 April, 1639.) Only some of them can be noted here.
No member was to receive from a non-member any goods to carry
beyond the seas for that person’s use, or to buy goods beyond
the seas for the profit of a non-member. No member was to
lade any ship in Bristol with goods of a non-member or put his
goods on the ship of an outsider in a foreign port if a ship laden
by members of the Society was available. The goods of strangers
arriving in Bristol, if worth more than £200, were to be taken to
Spicer’s Hall. The Society was then to meet and to appoint four
men to bargain for the goods and to proportion them out among
members of the Society. There were numerous regulations
affecting sailors and shipping, and an effort was made to prevent
ships’ crews trading goods on their own account without paying
freightage.

In its Ordinances of 1639, the Society appeared to acknowledge
that non-members were engaging in overseas trade. Although its
new Charter explicitly permitted it to make ordinances for all
Bristolians engaged in overseas commerce, it did not attempt to
make them all join the Society, but contented itself with forbidding
its own members from co-operating with them in any way.
Latimer suggested that the reason why the Society did not make
regulations against such interlopers was that its Charter did not
allow it to make ordinances repugnant to the law of the land, and
he argued that it must soon have become apparent that any
attempt to restrain the chief commerce of non-members would
have been a violation of the Act of 1606 which permitted all
subjects of the English Crown to trade with France, Spain and
Portugal.? His explanation is not entirely satisfactory. The Act
of 1606 had not in fact prevented the Crown giving a monopoly
of the French trade to a new French Company in 1611® nor had
it discouraged Common Council from authorizing the Society to
make ordinances limiting foreign trade to its own members in

L Book of Charters 11, 11-28 ; J. Latimer, Merchant Venturers, pp. 98-105.
? J. Latimer, op. cit., p. 88.

8 C. T. Carr, Select Charlers of Trading Companies (Selden Society, vol.
xxviii), p. 62 ff.
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1612.! The Act would not, in any case, have prevented the
Society from trying to exclude non-members from the Irish, the
Mediterranean and the West India trades. Nevertheless, it does
seem probable that the Society had for the time being decided
that it could not enforce the monopoly granted in its Charters
unless it had parliamentary backing, and this it had failed to
obtain in 1621 and 1624. It had not permanently abandoned
hope of getting its charters confirmed by Act of Parliament, but
for the time being it was content to regulate rather than to exclude
outsiders. The Charter of 1639 explicitly gave it considerable
control over all engaged in foreign trade. Its ordinances con-
cerning wharfage, pilotage, shipping and other matters affecting
members and non-members alike now had royal as well as muni-
cipal authority behind them, and non-members could not success-
fully challenge ordinances like those which made strangers’ goods
available only to members of the Society,? or which later imposed
a new duty of wharfage outwards on those who did not belong to it.?

In 1643 when Bristol was held for the king and London for
Parliament, Charles I granted the Society its fourth charter which
opened to its members the trades of the Eastland Company, the
Russia Company, the Levant Company and the Merchant Adven-
turers of London.* Similar concessions were made to other ports
loyal to the king, but from the point of view of the Bristol
merchants the opening of the Levant trade was of special import-
ance for in the past there had been considerable conflict with the
Levant Company.?

In the years after the Restoration, the merchants of Bristol
prospered considerably, but equal success did not attend the
Society’s efforts to get its privileges confirmed and extended.
Although Charles II granted another Charter in 1665 exemplifying
that of 1643,° the Levant Company, supported at one time by
the Merchant Adventurers of England, offered determined opposi-
tion to the claims of Bristolians to trade freely in the Levant ;7
and any hope the Society might still have entertained of enforcing

1 See p. 6, no. 4.

¢ J. Latimer, op. cit., pp. 102-103.

% See p. 171, no. 369,

¢ The original is in the Merchants” Records. It is printed in J. Latimer,
op. cit., pp. 106-107.

& See pp. 213-220, N0S. 433—441.

® The original is in the Merchants’ Records. A copy is printed in J-
Latimer, op. cit., pp. 109, 110.

? See pp. 218-220.
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its own monopoly of trade in Bristol must have been dissipated
by the failure in 1662 of a Bill confirming the Charter of 15521
and by the lack of success attending the vigorous efforts made
between 1661 and 1670 to obtain further privileges from Parliament
and the Crown.?

Roger North remarked of Bristol in the later seventeenth
century that ““all men that are dealers, even in shop trades,
launch into adventures by sea, chiefly to the West India plantations
and Spain ”,% and the evidence of the Burgess Rolls and the Port
Books shows that, apart from the petty dealers, there were many
merchants who did not join the Merchant Venturers. The Society
had in fact failed in its attempt to establish a monopoly, but
during the seventeenth century it had grown very considerably
in status, and from being a weak protégé of the corporation, it
had become the controlling force in the organization of the city's
trade and shipping. It could offer to its members not only con-
siderable material advantages but also the prestige of belonging
to a powerful and influential organization working in the closest
harmony with the city government.

4. Membership, organization and administration of the Society in
the seventeenth century*

When a Register was first drawn up in 1618, the Society of
Merchant Venturers of Bristol had a membership of seventy-two,
but in the course of the century this number fluctuated con-
siderably. The effects of the Civil War, for example, were seen
in a drop from eighty-three in January 1640° to fifty-seven in May
1645.% There were still only fifty-seven members two years later,?
but the figure rose to seventy-three in 1652 ;% to seventy-eight
in 1659 ;* and to ninety-nine in 1671.1° In the last decade it stood
in the nineties, but the hundred mark was not reached.

The means by which admission could be obtained are noted

1 See p. 15, no. 15.

* See pp. 15-26 ; ]. Latimer, op. cit., pp. 107-109.
3 Lives of the Norths, edit. A. Jessopp, 1890, i, 156.
4 See Sections, I, II, III, pp. 1-65.

5 Hall Book I, 19,

8 Hall Book I, 71.

7 Hall Book I, 102,

8 Hall Book I, 209.

9 Hall Book I, 293.

10 Hall Book 11, 9.
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elsewhere.! The evidence suggests that, although it excluded
retailers, the Society did not refuse membership to any who
practised the art of a merchant. It is true that between 1619
and 1699 there were some two hundred merchants admitted to
the freedom of Bristol who did not become Merchant Venturers,?
but this was not because the Society tried to keep them out.
Only on rare occasions did it reject applicants, and its admission
fees were surprisingly moderate.? The reason why a number of
merchants remained outside the Society is not clear, but the
explanation may be that they objected to the rule which forbade
members to sell retail.

The chief officers of the Society were the Master, the two
Wardens, the Treasurer and the Assistants, all of whom were
elected annually at a General Court and whose duties were defined
in the Ordinances. There was at first no restriction on the choice
of a Master or a Warden, but in April 1639 it was decided that the
Master must previously have held office as either Master, Warden
or Assistant, and that the Wardens must be chosen from the
Assistants.* Later, an ordinance of November 1639 decreed that
the Master must in future be chosen from three persons, one of
whom was nominated by the out-going Master, one by the Wardens,
and a third by the Comminalty.5 The Assistants were supposed
to be chosen from “ the most discreet wise and worthie men " of
the Society.

The highest offices in the Society were reached by a consider-
able proportion of the members and were not generally speaking
the preserve of a clique. Rather more than half the members
between 1620 and 1700 served as Assistants, and from 1605 to
1700 there were in all one-hundred-and-fifty-five different War-
dens of whom only twenty-six held the office more than once.
The Treasurership was held by one member for ten years and by
two others for six years,® but even in this office there were
repeated changes with a result that were were sixty-one different
Treasurers between 1605 and 1700. In the same period, sixty-
seven different individuals occupied the Master’s chair, and
although Humphrey Hooke created a record by being Master no

' PP. 34-35.

¢ See p. 2, and note 2.

3 See p. 35.

4 J. Latimer, Merchant Ventuvers, pp. 98-99.

& See p. 55, no. 97.
® Robert Yate, 1665-1672 and 1674-1676 ; Walter Tocknell, 1658-1664 ;
Richard Hart, 1677-1683.
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less than seven times and Hugh Browne and Joseph Jackson both
held the office four times, they were exceptional, and only fifteen
others were elected Master more than once. The fine for refusing
the office of Master or Warden was £20 and for that of Treasurer
£10, but no one seems to have refused in the seventeenth century.

The officers of the Society were assisted in their duties by a small
staff consisting principally of the Clerk and the Beadle. There
were also at various times an Assistant Clerk, a Collector of Hall
Duties, and a Collector of Wharfage, but the staff does not seem
to have been more than three at any one time.

The Ordinances of 1618 required the Clerk to be diligent in
attending the officers, to be of honest and courteous behaviour to
members, and to register all the acts ““ incontinent after they bee
concluded . It was perhaps a compliment to his literary ability
that he was allowed ‘to amend the phrase or enditinge, by
takeing, adding or altering any Wordes, soe as the meaninge be
not altered . Besides keeping the minutes, he had to maintain
an Apprentice Book! and keep a secret Register of those who
broke the ordinances.? In 1639 he was ordered to bring all records
into the Hall and in future he was not to make records outside
without special permission.? His salary was originally £4 a year,*
but this was later raised to £10,%> and he received a fee of 6d.
from those claiming the freedom and 4d. from those enrolling as
apprentices.® The Clerk was allowed to have an assistant in
1641,7 possibly because his office had been combined with that
of the Beadle, but no salary was voted for the assistant and the
experiment was not repeated. The Society seems to have had
only three Clerks between 1618 and the end of the century—
Richard Griffith, John Hartwell and Francis Yeamans. The
first of these also acted for a time as Collector of Hall Duties.?

The Beadle was a man of some importance.® He collected the
Society’s rents, made payments to the almspeople, disbursed

! J. Latimer, Merchant Venturers, p. 77.

2 Ibid., p. 79.

?# Ibid., p. 105.

4 Ibid., 70.

5 See p. 57, no. 103. When the office of Clerk was combined with that
of Beadle in 1639, the salary was £8 a year.

¢ J. Latimer, op. cit., pp. 76, 77.

7 See p. 56, no. g8.

8 His accounts for 1621-1630 are in the Book of Trade.

? His duties were defined in the 1618 Ordinances. See J. Latimer, op. cit.,
70-71.
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various sums for building and repairs, and was responsible for the
property in the Hall. He handled considerable sums of money
and was required to give bond for the proper discharge of his
duties. His salary in 1618 was fixed at £6 13s. 4d., more than
that of the Clerk, and this was raised by various stages to {20 a
year before the end of the century.! In addition he got two
shillings in the pound from money collected from absentees and
a fee of 4d. from those claiming the freedom.

In 1639, the offices of Clerk and Beadle were combined, and a
Collector of the Hall’s Duties now became responsible for receiving
cannage, plankage, anchorage, poundage, tonnage, wharfage,
quarterage and other duties previously collected by the beadle.?
His salary in 1642 was £30 a year® and this was raised to {40 in
1650.% In 1666, however, a Beadle was once more appointed, this
time at a salary of £12 a year,® but he no longer handled the
duties of wharfage and anchorage which became the responsibility
of another official known as the Collector of Wharfage.

Before 1639, the date of the annual Court for the election of
officers varied, but the meeting was always in October, November
or December.” From 1639, it was always held on 10 November.
On that day, members heard a sermon, elected the officers,
appointed auditors, distributed alms, and concluded the pro-
ceedings with the annual dinner. The Ordinances required that
a General Court should be held at least four times a year at
specified times. There are occasional references to Courts of
Assistants,® and in 1664 owing to difficulties in getting members
to attend General Courts, it was decided that the Master, Wardens,

1 See pp. 59, 64, 65, nos. 107, 114, 117.

? J. Latimer, op. cit., pp. 99, 100.

3 Hall Book 1, 57.

4 Hall Book I, 154.

8 Hall Book I, 395. Richard Locke was admitted at a salary of £f1z a
year in place of Richard Ashe deceased. Ashe had been Collector since 1642
(Hall Book I, 57). Richard Locke was later referred to as the beadle (Hall
Book I, 438).

% See p. 93, no. 166, for receipts from Eusebius Brooke who collected the
wharfage money.

" Book of Charters I records the dates of the Annual Courts. The fact
that the Court was always held in the last three months of the year makes
the entry for 1605, when it was stated to have been held in May, all the more
open to doubt. See p. 54, no. 93, and p. xvi. The 1618 Ordinances required
the election to be on the Tuesday after 5 November if no extraordinary
occasion hindered it. Tt was, however, frequently held in December or late
November.

® The 1618 and the 1639 Ordinances both made provision for Courts of
Assistants. From 1639, the Master, one Warden and the majority of the
Assistants had to be present at all General Courts.
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Treasurer, Assistants and Clerks should meet to transact business
at least three times a year and should be provided with a dinner
at a cost not exceeding £4.1

The elaborate rules for the holding of Courts laid down in the
ordinances make it possible to form some idea of what Hall
Meetings were like ; and some conception of the setting in which
they took place can be gained from the inventories of the property
in the Hall.? General Courts were held at the Merchants’ Hall
in King street, but the various committees, of which the Society
made great use, generally preferred to meet in one of Bristol's
numerous taverns.

5. The finances of the Society in the seventeenth century?

In the first half of the seventeenth century, the Society had
only a small annual income and had to make a little money go
a long way. In the earliest surviving account, that of 1610-11,
its receipts for the year amounted to less than £150,* and in 1617-18
they were under f200. There were a number of fluctuations in
the Society’s financial position in later years, and there are some
big gaps in the accounts,® but it is probably true to say that
before the Restoration income did not normally exceed f200
a year and that in the disturbances between 1640 and 1660 it was
often considerably less than that. Up to 1660 the Society had not
undertaken any major building operations nor made any consider-
able investments in property, and yet in November 1659 it ended
its financial year with a credit balance of only 6s. 11d. In the
post-Restoration period, however, its financial position improved
considerably. Receipts from wharfage and other port dues
increased, partly because of an expansion in trade and partly
because of an increase in the rates. Entry fines became larger
and capital investments began to bear fruit. In the last decade
of the century, the Society’s income was probably in the neigh-
bourhood of £700 to £800 a year, but on this it had considerable
standing charges, and capital expenditure on property and port
improvements was possible only because it could raise loans
without much difficulty.

The chief sources of revenue for the Society were various port

1 See p. 56, no. 101.

2 See pp. 68, 71, nos. 126, 134.
3 See Section VI, pp. 81-95.

4 See p. 84, no. 164.

& See pp. li, lii.
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dues, the most valuable of which was wharfage. This was first
imposed by the city in 1606 and was charged on goods imported
into Bristol. The Society at first collected the duty for the City,
but from 1611 it was allowed, apparently by an informal arrange-
ment, to keep the money for its own use, and from 1661 it had a
formal agreement.! In 1614-15, the duty brought in less than
£100,2 but in the post-Restoration period income from this source
was on the average a little over £400 a year.® Other port dues
were less valuable. In 1614-15, for instance, anchorage, keyage,
plankage, tonnage and poundage together amounted to only
£55 17s. 3d. In the later part of the century, only anchorage was
of any importance. The rate was increased and from 1679 to
1694 the yearly receipts amounted to about £60.4

The Society did not have an annual subscription, and although
the 1639 ordinances required all members to pay quarterage at
the rate of 4d. a quarter,® there is no record of it being collected.
It would in any case have brought in only £5 or £6 a year. On the
other hand, those admitted by redemption had to pay an entry
fine, and in the post-Restoration period when the number of
redemptioners increased and fines became larger, entry fines were
of some importance as a source of revenue. In 1665, for example,
fines from five redemptioners amounted to £80 and in 1690 four
redemptioners contributed in all £f100.%

Rents and fines from property were not of much significance
until the last quarter of the century when the Society purchased
a great part of the manor of Clifton and also acquired an interest
in valuable property in Bristol. In the last ten years of the
century Bristol and Clifton rents were bringing in from f150 to
£200 a year,” apart from occasional windfalls such as an entry
fine of £200 from a house on the quay, £120 from the tenant of a
house in the Castle, and over £500 from a tenant of the George Inn.8

From a fairly limited annual income, the Society had to meet
from time to time considerable capital charges. It made a large
contribution to an expedition against the Turks in 1621,? and it

1 See p. 136.

* Book of Trade, Collector’s Account, 1614-15.

? Based on the Wharfage Books, 1660-1694.

1 Based on the Wharfage Books, 1679-1694.

® A new ordinance of 1639. See ]J. Latimer, Merchant Venturers, p. 100,
S Hall Book I, 375, 377, 383 ; Hall Book I, 447, 452, 456.

7 See Beadle's Books.

8 Treasurer's Book 11, 68,

% See Section IX.




INTRODUCTION Xxvii

spent over £2,500 on extending and improving the quays in the
years 1661-1663 and 1690-1693.! The purchase of a three-
quarter share of the manor of Clifton cost it £1,750 in 1676, and
another £gIT 155. was spent on further property there in 1699.3
Fines for the George Inn and houses in the Castle amounted to
£480 in 1685-86,* and work on Rownham Way and the Hotwell
cost nearly £350 in 1688.5 In the last decade of the century, the
rebuilding of the almshouse also required large expenditure.

Another important part of the Society’s work was to defend
the merchants’ interests, and this was a costly and recurring
charge on the Society’s resources, involving heavy expenses for
agents sent to London, fees to lawyers and presents to those likely
to be helpful.

Charitable gifts and pensions were another big item of expendi-
ture. The Beadle’s Accounts show regular payments of over
£100 a year to almspeople and to pensioners in the last decade of
the century, and there was a host of miscellaneous gifts.

Regular annual charges included salaries and gifts for the Clerk,
the Beadle, the Collector, the schoolmaster, and the wvarious
clergymen who preached in St. Stephen’s, attended the almspeople
and officiated in the chapel at Shirehampton, while from 1670
the Society was responsible for paying the salary of the haven-
master.® There were also continual charges for repairing property,
looking after the quays and conserving the river.

Entertainment expenses were also of some importance. The
cost of the annual dinner rose from a modest £6 2s. in 1617 to
much more considerable sums later in the century. When the
Duke of Beaufort was made Lord Lieutenant in 1672, the Society
spent nearly £80 in entertaining him,? and in 1684 £56 was spent
on the dinner and another £33 on the duke.®

The miscellaneous nature of the Society’s expenditure will be
evident from the documents printed below. Behind the bare
bones of the financial records, we catch a glimpse of a society
which started with very limited resources but which grew more
prosperous as the tide of national wealth rose in the course of the

1 Treasurer's Book II, 13, 15, 16 ; Beadle’s Book I, 26, 49 58.
2 See p. 131, no. 264.

3 See p. 132, no. 270.

¢ Treasurer's Book 11, 47.

5 Beadle's Book I, 10, 11.

® See p. 159, no. 341.

7 See p. 77, nO. 152.

8 Treasurer's Book II, 44.
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century. It provided a fighting fund to defend the merchants’
interests, it made judicious investments, it undertook consider-
able public works, and while it provided certain amenities for its
own members, it made an important contribution to the social
welfare of Bristol.

6. The Society of Merchant Venturers and the City Government

An examination of the lists of civic officials and members of
Common Council in seventeenth-century Bristol shows clearly the
dominant part played by Merchant Venturers in municipal
government. They constituted approximately half of the Common
Councillors chosen during the period, and the key positions in
city politics were more often than not in their hands. Of the
hundred-and-five Mayors elected between 1600 and 1700, at least
sixty-nine were Merchant Venturers, as were sixty-five of the
hundred-and-sixteen aldermen, eight of the eleven City Chamber-
lains and over half the sheriffs.! An illustration of what this
meant in practice is provided by the composition of the city
government in July 1643.2 At that time Common Council con-
sisted of forty members. Twenty-eight of these, including the
Mayor, the City Chamberlain, nine of the eleven aldermen and
both the sheriffs were Merchant Venturers. Again, in the newly
constituted corporation of 1684, twenty-four of the forty-three
members belonged to the Society, and they included the Mayor,
the City Chamberlain, six aldermen and one of the sheriffs.? At
that time the Recorder and the Town Clerk were also ex gratia
members. Thus in the Common Council of seventeenth-century
Bristol there was a solid block of Merchant Venturers normally
holding more than half the seats and occupying those key positions
which counted for so much in the executive and judicial work of
a closed seventeenth-century corporation.

Merchant Venturers were equally prominent as the City’s
representatives in Parliament. Of the thirty-one members who

! The official Register of the Society does not begin until 1618, and it is
therefore difficult in some instances to decide whether a man was a Merchant
Venturer or not, but the figures given are substantially correct. In the same
period, the Drapers provided only 7 Mayors ; the Brewers, 5; the Grocers, 4 ;
the Soapmakers, 3; the Ironmongers, 3; the Sugar Bakers, 2 ; the Inn-
keepers, 2 ; and the Chandlers, 2. No other group provided more than 1.

® For the list of Common Council at that time, see Miss H. E. Nott, The
Deposition Books of Bristol, vol. 1 (Bristol Record Society’s Publications,
Vol. VI), pp. 263-264. See also A. B. Beaven, Bristol Lists.

3 For a list of Common Council in 1684, see R. C. Latham, Bristol Charters,
1509-1899 (Bristol Record Society’s Publications, Vol. XI1I), pp. 178-182,
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sat for Bristol between 1601 and 1698, twenty belonged to the
Society.! Of the remaining eleven, five were City Recorders and
one the Town Clerk. In nearly half the Parliaments of the period,
Bristol was represented by two Merchant Venturers.

The fact that members of the Society constituted so large a
part of the city government explains in no small measure the
close co-operation between the two bodies and the considerable
independence from municipal control that the Society was allowed
to enjoy. Although on two occasions there were minor disagree-
ments,? in general the city government gave full support to the
Society. The Certificates of the Mayor and Aldermen in 1621,
1624 and 1668,® backing enthusiastically the Society’s efforts to
secure a confirmation of its charters and an increase in its privi-
leges, are evidence of a very different attitude from that adopted
by the corporation in 1571 when it secured the repeal of the Act
of 1566 confirming the merchants’ charters, and stands in marked
contrast to the sharp treatment meted out to the Bakers’ Company
when it tried to secure a measure of independence.* Not only
did the corporation show no jealousy of the Society’s extensive
privileges but it even relaxed that measure of control which
belonged to it by the charters. The practice of the Master taking
his oath before the Mayor seems to have been dropped early in
the century, and the last occasion on which the Society had to
submit its ordinances for approval seems to have been in 1612.%
The ordinances of 1618 and 1639 which affected non-members as
well as members were not presented to Common Council for
ratification, and from time to time the Society altered the wharfage
rates on its own authority. In its freedom from municipal control,
the Society enjoyed privileges that were not conceded to any
other organization in Bristol.

The corporation gave the Society this special consideration not
only because Merchant Venturers played a leading part in city
government and represented the most important economic
interests in the city, but also because in return for its privileges
the Society relieved the corporation of a great deal of expense
and hard work. It undertook considerable improvements and
extensions in the port, it surveyed the channel and removed

1 A list of M.P.s for Bristol is given in A. B. Beaven, Bristol Lists.

? See p. 144, no. 302, and J. Latimer, Seventeenth Century Annals, pp.
246-247.

3 See p. 12, no. II, p. 14, no. 12, and note 3.

4 J. Latimer, Seventeenth Century Amnnals, pp. 58-59.

¥ See p. 7, mo. 5.
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obstacles in the river, it made provisions for the safety of shipping,
it paid the haven-master, and it made regulations and wage-
scales for the pilots and the porters. The Society also held a
watching brief for the commercial interests of Bristol, and took
vigorous and often costly action to see that they were safeguarded.
Matters which were officially the responsibility of the corporation
could often be conveniently referred to this body of commercial
experts. Thus the royal order to raise a contribution for an expedi-
tion against the Turkish pirates was sent to the mayor, but it was
the Society that protested with effect agoinst the amount of the
assessment and arranged the collection of the money ;! and when
Sir Ferdinando Gorges asked for help in connection with his colonial
schemes, the mayor promptly referred the matter to the Merchant
Venturers.? Although it was an independent body, the Society
acted in many ways as the corporation’s Committee for Trade and
Navigation, while its charitable work helped in some measure to
deal with the problem of poverty in seventeenth-century Bristol.
Conflict between the City and the Society in the seventeenth
century could have arisen only if there had been represented on
Common Council other powerful groups whose interests were
opposed to those of the merchants. Such groups did not exist,
and the struggles that took place in the city government were on
political and religious rather than on economic lines. There were
Merchant Venturers on both sides in the disputes of the Civil
War and of the post-Restoration period, and the Society itself
seems to have remained aloof from political controversies.

7- The Bristol Society and other organizations of Merchant
Adventurers
The terms merchant venturer and merchant adventurer which
were at first used in a general way of individuals trading beyond
the seas came in time to be applied to organized groups of mer-
chants, and the fact that there existed in London, Newcastle,
York, Hull and other towns societies of Merchant Adventurers
related to, and in some measure under the control of, a body
called from the sixteenth century the Merchant Adventurers of
England has led certain writers astray with regard to the Bristol
Society.® Misunderstanding was perhaps made easier by the fact
! See pp. 170-187.
? See p. 201, no. 418.
® E. Lipson, Economic History of England, i, 573—4, and ii, 255, and note 2,

seems to suggest that it was affiliated to the Merchant Adventurers of
England.
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that the Bristol organization, although it was incorporated in 1552
as the Society of Merchant Venturers of Bristol,! received its
grant of arms in 1569 under the style of the Merchant Adventurers
of Bristol and continued to use that style throughout the seven-
teenth century.? It is therefore necessary to emphasize the facts
that the Society of Merchant Venturers of Bristol was an inde-
pendent organization, that it was not connected with the Merchant
Adventurers of England, and that it differed in many ways from
societies of Merchant Adventurers in other provincial towns. A
brief examination of the national organization and its relations
with its members in the provinces may help to bring out the
special characteristics of the Bristol Society.

The origins of the Company of Merchant Adventurers of
England need not concern us here. As it took shape in the later
Middle Ages it was a body of merchants concerned mainly but not
exclusively with the export of English cloth to Holland, Zealand,
Brabant and Flanders. In the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries
it became increasingly powerful and with the help of royal charters
it strengthened its organization and asserted its control over all
English merchants trading to the areas in which it had a monopoly.
These areas came to include the markets of North Germany. It
was a regulated, not a joint-stock, company, and its members
traded as individuals or in partnerships under the strict rules laid
down by the company. Although Londoners, and the London
mercers in particular, played a leading part in it, it was not a
London company for its headquarters were abroad and it had
members not only in London but in many provincial towns.?

From the fifteenth to the seventeenth centuries there were a

1<« per nomen Magistri custodium et Communitatis de Marchaunt
Venturers civitatis Bristoll.” Variations in spelling of both words occur in
the original and in the seventeenth-century translation. The Grant of Arms
of 1569 states that Edward incorporated ‘‘ the company and fellowship of
the marchant aduenturars of Bristoll by the name of maister wardens and

comunitie of the misterie or arte or marchants aduenturars.” This inaccuracy
may explain the later use of the style Merchant Adventurer.

? For one of the very rare occasions in the seventeenth century when
the merchants referred to themselves as Merchant Venturers, see Hall Book I,
164 (7 August, 1650). The reversion to the original style Merchant Venturer
seems to have taken place in the sixties of the eighteenth century. Book of
Charters II, which goes up to 1765, uses the style Merchant Adventurer until
the last three petitions which were made in November 1764 and January
1765 (see Book of Charters I, pp. 371-373). In Book of Petitions 1765-1850,
the style Merchant Adventurer appears occasionally in the early entries.

3 See W. E. Lingelbach, " The Internal Organisation of the Merchant
Adventurers of England ”', Trans. Royal Hist. Soc., N.S. xvi, 1902 ; Miss
E. M. Carus-Wilson, " The Origins and Early Development of the Merchant
Adventurers’ Organisation in London as shown in their own Mediaeval
Records ', Economic History Review, April 1933.
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number of conflicts between the General Court of the company
abroad and various groups of members in the provinces. Under-
lying these struggles was the fact that the provincial groups were
fighting for a measure of independence against an organization
which, although it was not a London company, was dominated by
powerful London merchants whose policy on a number of points
conflicted with provincial interests.!

The relationship between the Merchant Adventurers of England
and their provincial members was a complicated one, for con-
ditions varied from town to town, and even in the same town
there might be a number of changes in the organization of the
provincial merchants from the fifteenth to the seventeenth
centuries. In some towns, members of the national organization
did not form local branches but dealt with headquarters simply as
individuals. In others, there existed at various times a local
branch of the national society side by side with a larger organiza-
tion of all the merchants of the town. This larger organization
might itself be known as a society of Merchant Adventurers, even
though it was not a branch of the Merchant Adventurers of
England. In other towns, there was at times only one merchant
organization containing large numbers of merchants belonging to
the national society, and acting in some measure as a branch of it,
but nevertheless existing in its own right under royal charter
and containing some members who did not belong to the organiza-
tion of the Merchant Adventurers of England since they did not
trade to the areas in which that body had a monopoly. Some
illustrations from particular towns may help to make clearer these
complex relationships.

In Newecastle, there existed a Fellowship of Merchants which,
although its records do not begin till 1477, was possibly descended
from the Gild Merchant granted by king John.? Some of the
members of this Fellowship traded to the areas controlled by the
Merchant Adventurers of England and thus had to belong to the
national organization. In 1519, the Newcastle Fellowship agreed
to pay to the Merchant Adventurers of England the sum of [8
a year as the dues of all members of the national society dwelling
in Newcastle. Sons and apprentices of Newcastle merchants were
to be admitted to the freedom of the company at its residence

1 For a general account of these disputes, see E. Lipson, Economic History
of England, 1947, ii, 254 ff.

* For the history of the Newcastle Society, see Extracts from the Recovds

of the Merchant Adventurers of Newcastle-upon-Tyne, 2 vols., edited by F. W.
Dendy (Surtees Society, vols. XCIII and CI).
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abroad on special terms. In the mid-sixteenth century, Edward VI
incorporated those Newcastle merchants who were members of
the Merchant Adventurers of England as the Governor, Assistants
and Fellowship of the Merchant Adventurers of Newcastle. This
did not lead to the establishment of two separate organizations
of merchants in Newcastle, for the Fellowship of Merchant
Adventurers while enjoying the privileges under the new charter
continued to exercise those powers which had formerly belonged
to the Newcastle Fellowship of Merchants,! and among its members
were a number of merchants who did not belong to the Merchant
Adventurers of England. The Newcastle society of Merchant
Adventurers thus had a dual nature. From one point of view it
was a branch of the national organization exercising authority
over those of its members who belonged to the Merchant Adven-
turers of England ; from another point of view it was simply
the old Fellowship of Merchants of Newcastle under another
name. This arrangement was not entirely satisfactory from the
point of view of the Merchant Adventurers of England, and in
1663, in the course of a long dispute with the Newcastle society,
they actually established for a time their own local branch in
Newecastle in opposition to the Newcastle Merchant Adventurers.
The Newcastle merchant, however, brought a writ of quo warranto
against this ** New Hance "’ on the grounds that it infringed their
Charters, and they succeeded in bringing to an end what might
have developed into a formidable rival society.? It may also be
noted that there were in Newcastle a number of merchants
engaged in the Eastland trade and belonging to the local branch
of the Eastland Company.® Such merchants might also join the
Fellowship of Merchant Adventurers of Newcastle, and if they
wished to trade to certain areas they would have to belong in
addition to the Merchant Adventurers of England.

Until the seventeenth century, the development of the merchant
body in York was in many ways similar to that in Newcastle. The
York society had a long history going back certainly to 1356 and
probably earlier than that.® It kept a record of its members from
1420 and it obtained royal recognition in 1430 as the Gild of
Mercers of York. The York society, like the one at Newcastle,

! F. W. Dendy, op. cit, i, xxxiii, xxxiv,
2 F. W. Dendy, op. cit., ii, xvii.
*F. W. Dendy, op. cit., ii, xx, xxi.

4 For the history of the York Society, see Maud Sellers, The York Mercers
and Meychant Adventurers, 1356-1917 (Surtees Society, vol. CXXIX).

B
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had a large number of members who belonged to the Merchant
Adventurers of England and it acted in some measure as a pro-
vincial branch of the national organization even though it came
in conflict with it on a number of points. Not all of its members,
however, were Merchant Adventurers of England, and it thus
possessed that dual nature which has already been noted in the
Newcastle society. In 1580 it was incorporated as the Society
of Merchant Adventurers of York and by the charter its Governor
was always to be a member of the Merchant Adventurers of
England, but its links with the national organization weakened,
and, as Mr Bernard Johnson has recently shown,! there came into
existence at some date between 1580 and 1664 a York Residence
or branch of the Society of Merchant Adventurers of England
separate and distinct from the Society of Merchant Adventurers
of York. The minutes of this branch have been preserved for
the period 1693-1815, but it certainly existed much earlier than
1693 and there are some indications that it may have been set up
in the sixteen-thirties. Members of the York Residence also
belonged to the Merchant Adventurers of York, but the two were
separate organizations serving different purposes, and the national
society now controlled its York members through its own branch
and not, as hitherto, through the larger organization of York
merchants. In York, as in Newcastle, there was also a local
branch of the Eastland Company, and in the seventeenth century
the York deputy of the Eastland Company was with few excep-
/tions the governor of the Society of Merchant Adventurers of
York,? so that the three separate organizations of merchants
were in some measure linked with each other.

In Hull there were two separate merchant bodies. One was
the Governor, Assistants and Fellowship of the Merchants
inhabiting in the town of Kingston upon Hull, and the other was
the local branch of the Merchant Adventurers of England. The
majority of the members of the Fellowship also belonged to the
Merchant Adventurers, but the two societies were distinct and
used separate seals.? At Exeter there was a Company of Mer-
chant Adventurers trading to France, but it was not a branch

! Bernard Johnson, “ The York Residence of the Company of Merchant
Adventurers of England "', published by the Yorkshire Architectural and
York Archaeological Society in a volume entitled The Last of the Old Hanse.

* Maud Sellers, op. cit., p. 305.

8 Charters and Letters Patent Granted to Kingston upon Hull. Translated
by J. R. Boyle, Hull, 1905, pp. 90-97 ; Charles Frost, Notices Relative to the
Early History of the Town and Port of Hull, 1827, p. 36, note 2.
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of the national society.! There were, however, a number of
members of the Merchant Adventurers of England in Exeter, and
during at least part of the seventeenth century they had their
own Residence there.?

In Bristol, however, the situation was very different from that
examined above. The Bristol merchants had no connection either
as individuals or as a society with the Merchant Adventurers of
England.®* Their charter in 1552 expressly excluded them from
the markets in which that Society enjoyed a monopoly. Their
trade did not normally take them to the Netherlands or North
Germany, and in the seventeenth century they fell foul of the
monopolies claimed by the Levant Company, the French Com-
pany, the Spanish Company, the East India Company and the
African Company rather than of that claimed by the Merchant
Adventurers of England. The attack on the Merchant Adven-
turers’ monopoly made by west-country merchants in the
seventeenth century was associated with Exeter and other
western towns rather than with Bristol,® and although the
monopoly of the Merchant Adventurers of England was included
in the list of reasons for the decay of trade which Bristolians
presented to the Privy Council in 1621,% this illustrated the
general hostility of the outports to London monopolies rather than
a particular grievance of the Bristol merchants.

There was, however, one occasion during the century when the
Bristol Society did come in conflict with the Merchant Adventurers
of England. The Society’s charter of 1643 opened to its members
the areas controlled by the Levant Company, the Eastland
Company, the Russia Company and the Merchant Adventurers
of London, and after the Restoration the Bristol Society tried
to make good against the Levant Company the rights granted
in the charter.® The Levant Company resisted its efforts, and in

1 For the Charter of the Exeter merchants, see W. Cotton, An Elizabethan
Guild of the City of Exeter, pp. 1-10.

* Bernard Johnson, op. cit., pp. 17, 21, 38 ; Cal. S.P.D. 1637-1638, p. 176.

3 Neither John Wheeler, Secretary of the Merchant Adventurers, nor the
Governor of the Merchant Venturers in 1602, include Bristol in the list of
towns where Merchant Adventurers lived. John Wheeler, T'reatise of Com-
merce (1601), pp. 19—20; Cal. S.P.D. 1601-1603, p. 164. C. Gross, Gild
Merchant 1, 151, claims that there were members of the Merchant Adventurers
living in Bristol, but his reference does not support his statement.

t Cal. S.P.D. 1637-1638, p. 164. See also F. W. Dendy, Exiracls from
the Recovds of the Merchant Adventurvers of Newcastle-upon-Tyne, 11, xv.

5 B, M. Hargrave MSS., 321, fos. 103-107. Iam indebted for this reference
to Mr. J. D. Gould.

¢ See pp. 218-220, NOS. 439-441.
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the course of the struggle secured the support of the Merchant
Adventurers of England who alleged that the merchants of
Bristol were intruding also into the trade of North Germany.
They offered to accept Bristolians as members for a fee of twenty
marks per head, but the Bristol Society would not accept the
offer and maintained that it would involve considerable expense
and inconvenience for Bristolians.! While the suit with the
Levant Company and the Merchant Adventurers of England was
still before the Council in 1669, the Bristol representative in
London suggested to the representative of the Newcastle Mer-
chant Adventurers that now was the time for Bristol, Exeter and
Newcastle to free themselves from the bondage of the Merchant
Adventurers of England. The Newcastle representative suggested
unkindly, but probably truthfully, that this was merely a move
on the part of Bristol to get the other outports to share in the
expenses of its suit before the Council, and the Newcastle Society
decided to form a common front with London against the Bristol
interlopers.? Bristol’s real quarrel at this time was undoubtedly
with its ancient enemy the Levant Company, and the proposal
for a joint attack on the Merchant Adventurers of England was
probably merely the by-product of the main dispute. It was
occasioned by the fact that the Merchant Adventurers of England
had come to the support of the Levant Company, and it was a
tactical move rather than a major plan of campaign against the
Merchant Adventurers of England.

Latimer suggests that Bristolians succeeded in breaking the
monopoly of the Merchant Adventurers of England,® but in fact
that monopoly went on until after the Revolution of 1688, and
its destruction then did not greatly interest Bristol since Bristol
merchants were not for the most part concerned with the markets
controlled by the Merchant Adventurers of England.

8. The commercial policy of the Society and relations with other
companies

The commercial policy of the Bristol merchants in the seven-
teenth century must be seen against the background of a nation-
wide debate on how foreign trade should be organized. The
points at issue were numerous. Was foreign trade to be open

1 P.R.O,, S.P. 29 /267, no. 44, and S.P. 29 [268, no. 78(1).
? See pp. 225-227, NO. 446.
3 J. Latimer, Mevchant Venturers, p. 140.
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to all, or was it to be limited to recognized merchants? Were
all foreign markets to be open to those who wished to trade, or
were some to be limited to particular groups of traders? If trade
was to be controlled, was its control to be vested in regulated or
joint-stock companies? What contributions, if any, were to be
levied in order to maintain the services necessary for the smooth
working of trade? If privileges were granted to particular cor-
porations, what steps were to be taken to protect the rights of
others? These were some of the questions discussed passionately,
and by no means disinterestedly, by all who traded overseas, and
a number of pressure groups, of which the Bristol Society of
Merchant Venturers was one, sought continually to move in one
direction or another the frontiers of economic controls, each
striving to catch the ear of Council and Parliament, each fighting
for its own interests but justifying its position on grounds of
national well-being, adapting its policy and arguments to the
needs of the moment and not worrying unduly about consistency.

The volume of foreign trade based on London was overwhelm-
ingly greater than that of the provincial towns and certain com-
panies in which Londoners predominated managed to secure
privileges in a number of important markets. These companies
tended either to exclude outsiders or, more usually, to impose on
them conditions of trade which they found irksome. Thus
seventeenth-century disputes on trade policy were in no small
measure disputes between London and the outports. Bristolians
were naturally heavily engaged in these debates and fought with
distinction on a number of different fronts. They contributed in
good measure to the volume of complaints from the provinces
against the dominant Londoners. At the end of the sixteenth
century, for example, they protested that whereas once they had
“ free and unrestrained traffique into the streights ", now * This
our Trade have the Londoners intercepted and soe monopoled
unto themselves, as wee are inforced (yf wee trade thither) to
Compound therefore at verie neere a quarter parte ;! in 1620
they protested against “ the practizes and projectes of some
merchants of London to obtain control of the trade in Shrewsbury
cottons and rasins "', remarking “ it were superfluous to remember
you that these dissignes are Contrary to the lawes of the kingdome,
the benifitt of the Comonwealth, the increase of his Maiesties
Customes, humane Society, yea against the Rules of Christianity "

and they commended their representative’s *“ vertuous Resolucion

! Book of Trade, p. 136. TFor other complaints, ibid., 136-138.
B¥*
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to oppose and Crushe in the shell these cacatrises ’.! On another
occasion they remarked that a London merchant who had an
interest in a patent to export butter was behaving “as if god
had noe sonnes to whome he gave the benefitt of the earth but in
London .2 Many other examples of their attitude towards
London monopolies can be found in their records, but the fullest
development of their arguments is seen in their case against the
Levant and Hamburg® Companies in 1669 when they maintained
that free trade would lead to an increase in national wealth and
that it was in the interests of the state to maintain a proper
balance between the different parts of the kingdom.4

This policy of opposition to London-dominated companies found
practical application in the calculated withdrawal of Bristol
merchants from the Spanish Company in 1605 ;* in the opposition
to the French Company ;® in the long dispute with the Levant
Company ;7 in the hostility to the London soap monopoly® and
to the London vintners’ control of the wine trade in the sixteen-
thirties ;* in the quarrel with the Levant and Hamburg Com-
panies after the Restoration ;'%in the unsuccessful attempt to
break in on the East India monopoly!! and in the ultimately
successful attack on the Royal African Company.1?

Opposition to London companies played a big part in the
commercial policy of many provincial towns in the seventeenth
century, but it would be an over-simplification of a complex issue
to regard these struggles merely as one of under-privileged out-
ports against an over-privileged London. Neither London nor the
outports presented a united front. London merchants were ready
to solicit provincial help for an attack on the Royal African
Company in 1694,'* and earlier on Bristolians had joined forces
with their former enemy the Levant Company in an attempt to
get a share in the monopoly of the East India Company.14 In the
sixteen-thirties the Exeter merchants were enthusiastic supporters
of the Londoners in a joint effort to get control of the French

1 See p. 220, no. 442.
* Book of Trade, p. 83 (1621).
# The Merchant Adventurers of England came to be known as the Hamburg

Company.
¢ See p. 19, no. 2z. ? See pp. 221-225.
¥ See.p.: 3, M0: 2. 10 See pp. 218-220, 225-227.
8 See pp. 207-212. 11 See pp. 228-231.
7 See pp. 213~220. 2 See pp. 231-233.
8 J. Latimer, Seventeenth Century 13 See p. 232, NO. 455.

Annals, pp. 121-122. 14 See p, 228, NO. 448.
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trade,! and in the post-Restoration period the merchants of
Newcastle rejected Bristol’s proposal for an attack on the
Merchant Venturers of England and hastened to defend a
monopoly in which they themselves shared.? Each town was
concerned with its own particular interests rather than with
general principles.

While it is true that Bristol merchants were anxious to preserve
their independence of outside control, there is no doubt that one
of the most powerful factors in their opposition to London-
controlled companies was financial. A number of companies to
which Bristolians took exception were quite willing to admit
provincial members provided they paid the usual fees for the
privileges of membership. Many Bristol merchants did in fact
join the Spanish Company and they withdrew only because
Common Council ordered them to do so. The constitution of the
French Company made provision for provincial members in what
was intended to be a national organization.® If Bristolians did
not join, it was because they did not choose to do so. The Levant
Company was also open to them and some did join.* Moreover,
in return for a composition fee to help pay the expenses of main-
taining the trade, the Bristol Merchant Venturers obtained certain
trading rights in the area included in that Company’s monopoly.5
In the post-Restoration period, both the Levant Company and
the Merchant Adventurers of England were willing to admit
Bristolians on favourable terms, but Bristol rejected the offer.®
Again, there was nothing in the constitutions of the East India
Company or the Royal African Company which prevented
Bristolians from buying shares when they came on the market,
although there were certain practical difficulties. Opposition to
all these companies was to a large extent opposition not to
monopolies from which Bristol merchants were excluded but to
monopolies in which they could participate only if they paid their
share of the costs. It is significant that in the sixteen-thirties

1 See pp. 209-212, Nos. 430, 431.

2 See pp. 225-227, No. 446.

3C.T. Carr, Select Charters of Trading Companies (Selden Society, vol. xxviii),
pp. 62-78. Members from many provincial towns were named in the Charter,
but there were none from Bristol.

4 Book of Trade, pp. 205—206, for a letter from the Levant Company to
the Bristol Society stating that *‘ some of you are members of our Ccmpanie
and haue taken oath to bee observant of our orders . 19 May 1632.

& See pp. 213-217, nos. 433—-438.

¢ P.R.O., S.P. 29 /267, no. 44 and S.P. 29 [268, no. 78(1).
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Bristolians were alone among the western merchants in their
prolonged opposition to a levy on the merchants which the others
considered necessary to re-establish the French trade on a satis-
factory basis ;! and when Parliament passed a bill opening the
African trade at the end of the century, the merchants of
Bristol carried their opposition to the House of Lords, not
because they opposed the opening of the trade, but because
they strongly objected to paying a tax of ten per cent. which
Parliament considered necessary to maintain proper trading
facilities.? They wanted trade to be free and they took little
account of the argument that certain necessary services could
be maintained only if the merchants as a whole were willing to
pay for them.

The arguments used by the Bristol merchants might give the
impression that they were enlightened champions of economic
freedom, but their policy was in fact only the very natural one of
opposing controls that they found irksome. They had no objection
to controls which worked to their advantage. They fought hard
to exclude retailers from foreign trade,® they tried to get their
Charter excepted from the act opening the French, Spanish and
Portuguese trades to all the king's subjects,® and they made
sporadic efforts to secure for themselves a complete monopoly in
Bristol’s overseas commerce. They were quite ready to share in
monopolies in the export of butter and calf-skins,® and they were
ardent supporters of controls like the Navigation Acts and the
prohibition of the growing of English tobacco.® If they seemed
to be advanced free traders in their opposition to certain mono-
polies in foreign trade, it must be remembered that in this field
they had no monopoly of their own to defend. They would
probably not have been so enthusiastic in their opposition to
trade monopolies if they had, for instance, been shareholders in
the East India Company or the Royal African Company or if
they had formed a provincial branch of a monopolistic West
India Company. As things were, the policy they followed was
simply the one their interests demanded.

! See pp. 209-212, n0s.429-431.
# See p. 233, no. 457, and note 2.
4 See pp. xii-xiv, xvi-xviii, 1, 35.
¢ See p. 6.

& See pp. 118-128,

See pp. 245-246, 250, 255-256, 258, 259, N0S. 471, 472, 473, 451, 489, 490,
493, 497.
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9. The work of the Societv in seventeenth-century Bristol

The Society of Merchant Venturers of Bristol in the seventeenth
century was a voluntary organization of merchants bound
together by economic and social interests and undertaking in
addition to the normal work of a private association certain public
duties which at other times would have been the responsibility
of the municipality or the state. As its records show, its activities
ranged over a very wide field, and only some aspects of its work
can be commented on here.

To the individual member, the Society offered a number of
advantages both in his business and in his social life. He could
look to his fellow members for assistance at home and abroad,
he could share in certain trade privileges and he was exempt from
wharfage duties on outgoing cargoes. If he came in conflict with
government officials, he could often obtain a measure of legal and
financial aid. If he fell on evil days or died in reduced circum-
stances, he or his dependants might obtain help from the Society.
Members could share in the Society’s entertainments and enjoy
the prestige of belonging to a powerful and important organization.
They must, one imagines, have been in a position to make useful
contacts and to obtain inside information, and their Society
possessed an accumulated experience of commerce of the sort
that enabled the Merchant Adventurers of England to flourish
long after they had lost their monopoly.

High among the Society’s many contributions to the growth
of seventeenth-century Bristol was its work in developing the city’s
maritime life. The building of new quays, the improvement of
the river, the supervision of pilots and harbour officials have
been noted elsewhere.! In addition, the Society took steps to
suppress piracy, and was very active in drawing the government’s
attention to the need for adequate convoys in time of war.?

Exploration and colonization also received attention, but the
material results were small and the part played by the Society
can easily be exaggerated. Some of its members were enthusiastic,
but the Society itself was cautious and its enthusiasm for Captain
James’s expedition was exceptional, for generally speaking it
showed a certain lack of enterprise in its attitude to the opening
of new markets. Its rejection of the East India Company’s offer
in 1650,% though understandable, indicated a certain reluctance

1 See Section IX.

* See pp. 176-198.

3 See p. 228,
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to take risks even when the prize was so well worth winning. The
lost opportunity was never regained.

One very important aspect of the Society’s work still survives
to this day—its charitable activity. It maintained in its alms-
house a number of old men and women to whom it gave pensions,
it supported a schoolmaster to teach poor mariners’ children and
it made grants to clergy who visited its poor and who conducted
services for sailors at the chapel in Shirehampton, Every year it
made a large number of casual grants, particularly, but not
exclusively, to those connected with the sea.. Wives whose
husbands had been killed, relatives anxious to redeem their
loved ones from captivity among the Turks, decayed mariners,
Protestant exiles from Ireland or from France, and merchants
who had fallen on evil days, were among the many who peti-
tioned for help, and although the amount spent on charity in
any one year was limited, the Society undoubtedly made an
important contribution to the social welfare of seventeenth-
century Bristol.?

The most important side of the Society’s work from the point
of view of the merchants lay in yet another direction—the defence
of Bristol’'s commercial interests and the championship of its
privileges against numerous competitors. In the first half of the
century, Bristol merchants were much harassed by a government
that was desperately anxious to raise money. Bristolians were
not always the innocent victims they made themselves out to be,
but they certainly suffered a measure of injustice, and the Society
was a courageous and determined defender of their interest, even
providing in the person of its warden Edmund Arrundel a local
Hampden.? Later in the century, there was still need for continual
vigilance against kings anxious to get money and against a Parlia-
ment that did not always give to Bristol the special consideration
she considered her due. Throughout the century there were
disputes with the London organizations, and on a hundred
economic battlefields the Society kept the flag of Bristol flying
to the benefit not only of its own members but of the whole
trading community of the city.

In an age when many competing interests were striving to shape
national economic policy for their own ends, it was essential for
any group that wanted to make its influence felt to be wide awake
to what was going on both in public and behind the scenes, and

1 See pp. 96-117.

? See pp. 240-242, NO. 467.
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to take steps to see that its point of view was not only effectively
stated but that it received support from those who were in a
position to shape public policy. Provincial merchants were at
an obvious disadvantage compared with their London rivals who
were so conveniently situated for influencing the Court and
Parliament, but the Society of Merchant Venturers of Bristol was
fully aware of the need to be well represented in the Capital, and
its financial resources and its fund of experience enabled it to
put the case for Bristol much more effectively than could individual
merchants.

The Society’s records provide ample evidence of the trouble it
took in preparing its evidence and in seeing that its members’
needs were made known to those in authority. The business of
formulating demands, collecting evidence and organizing com-
plaints rested to a considerable extent in the hand of the officers
of the Society but great use was made of committees and from
time to time' all were invited to bring their suggestions and
grievances to the Merchants’ Hall. Legal advice was often sought
in Bristol and in London, and for a time standing counsel was
employed. Throughout the century the Society, acting some-
times on its own and sometimes in collaboration with the city
government, sent a steady stream of petitions to the king, the
Council, the government departments, and Parliament, pointing
out, often in colourful or tearful language, the sufferings of the
merchants and the fatal consequences to the nation if their
demands were not granted. But the written word was not
enough, and there was a need for representatives in London who
could find out what was going on, solicit help from those likely
to be useful, and act when necessary on their own initiative. For
this purpose the Society made great use of the Bristol M.P.s who
were more often than not members, and it also sent up on numerous
occasions able and experienced men to act as special representa-
tives. Men like John Whitson, John Barker, Sir John Knight and
John Cary performed yeoman service on the Society’s behalf, and
the Society did not grudge the money needed to pay their con-
siderable expenses. Useful contacts were made with men like
Secretary Nicholas, Sir Robert Southwell and Secretary Bennett,
and gifts such as the pipe of wine sent to the Lord High Steward
of Bristol in 1618, the marmalade and succades presented to the
Lord Chief Baron in 1624, and the £20 given to Edward Cranfield
one of the king’s gentlemen ushers in 1681 showed that the Society
did not neglect one obvious seventeenth-century method of
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getting things done. The granting of membership to Major-
Generals Skippon and Harrison in 1651 and to the Marquis of
Worcester in 1673 indicated that it was well aware of the value
of friends in high places. By these and other means the Society
established an effective machinery for influencing both the
executive and the legislature and performed with great efficiency
one of the most important duties of a merchant organization,

In the seventeenth century, Bristol recovered from the long
decline of the sixteenth century and laid the foundations of her
eighteenth-century commercial greatness. The reorganized Society
of Merchant Venturers of Bristol had a major contribution to
make to that recovery, and its work was all the more valuable
because it was still at this time ready to welcome as members all
genuine merchants and because it achieved its ends without
imposing a strait-jacket on the economic development of the
city as a whole.



THE IIQECORDS OF THE SOCIETY OF
MERCHANT VENTURERS OF BRISTOL

1. Some General Comments

The Society of Merchant Venturers of Bristol received its first
Charter in 1552, and a merchant organization existed in the city
at an even earlier date. Yet it is a surprising fact that, with the
exception of the Charters, the municipal Ordinances of 1500, the
Grant of Arms, and a number of documents relating to property,!
the Society has no records before the seventeenth century. In
this respect, it is less fortunate than merchant organizations in
a number of other towns.

The historian of the Society remarked that ““ At a period when
the Corporation and even the small craft guilds kept a record of
their proceedings, it is impossible to suppose that the transactions
of a Society comprising the best educated and the most experi-
enced business men in the city should have been less carefully
preserved.”? He thought that a possible explanation of the
absence of early records was to be found in the Proceedings of
Common Council for 15 January, 1641, when it was ordered that
a letter should be sent to the Bristol M.P.s ‘. . . to seek reforma-
cion and redresse against such persons as by iniust informacions
to his Majesty, or by their illegall and vnwarrantable proceedinges
haue iniured and abused the merchantes of this Citty and by
entring into the merchantes hall taking away their book of
accomptes and other writinges. . . .”3

Latimer’s suggestion may account for the absence of some of
the records, but it is not a complete explanation, and it leaves a
number of questions unanswered. Certain Commissioners had
been appointed in November 1637 to inquire into sums alleged
to have been levied illegally, since the beginning of James I's
reign, on goods imported into Bristol, and when the Society
refused to give them access to its books, they broke into the Mer-
chants’ Hall.* It is important to remember, however, that the
Commissioners were primarily interested in the merchants’

1 The isolated account of 1583 found in Treasurer's Book I is strictly
speaking a record of the Spanish Company. See pp. xiv, xv.

* J. Latimer, Merchant Venturers, p. 58.

# Bristol Record Office : C.C.P., 1627-1642, fo. 110 ; ]. Latimer, Merchant
Venturers, pp. 58, 111.

4 For a summary of the merchants’ statement, see Cal. S.P.D. 1637-
1638 ; p. 168. For the Commissioners’ statement, see pp. 240-242, no. 467.
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accounts, particularly those relating to wharfage which the
Society was alleged to be collecting illegally. The entry in the
Proceedings of Common Council does, it is true, refer to “ other
writinges ', but it is the “ book of accomptes ** that is mentioned
by name. If the Commissioners had also seized a number of
important early Minute Books, one might reasonably expect to
find the fact noted in the complaint to the M.P.s or elsewhere in
the records. Another fact of some significance is that the inventory
of the Society’s property and records made in 1631 does not
suggest that there then existed a large number of early record
books which have since disappeared.! The seizure of 1637 does
not, in any case, explain the absence of records affer that date.
There is, for example, no record of apprentices before 1653,
although the 1618 Ordinances ordered that an Apprentice Book
should be kept. The surviving Wharfage Books do not begin
until 1654, although three earlier volumes existed and were in
the Society’s hands as late as 16892 ; and the gap in the Treasurer’s
Books between 1633 and 1646 cannot be explained entirely by
the action of the Commissioners in 1637.

It is not known to what extent the early merchant organiza-
tions of Bristol kept proper records, nor what pains they took to
preserve them. After its incorporation in 1552, the Society still
had an unsettled half-century before it, and in that confused
period when many merchants joined the Spanish Company, the
Society’s records may have fallen into private hands and have
been lost. Even after the reorganization of 1603, the Society
was slow to put its records in order, and it did not make a serious
effort to do so until 1618. In that year it drew up a comprehensive
body of ordinances, and made provision for the keeping of a
number of records.® It realized, apparently for the first time,
the need to keep a Register of Members ;4 and a Book of Charters,

1 For the inventory, see p. 68—70, no. 126. The principal records listed
there which have not been preserved are : a green ledger book, one of the two
books of Acts, and the new wharfage book. The inventory may, however,
have included only books then in use. There is no mention of older wharfage
books although the duty had been collected since 1606,

* Hall Book II, 393, 7 February, 1689, refers to the taking out of the
chest of ‘‘ nineteene stiched bookes of acco®. of wharfage "’. There are now
only sixteen wharfage books up to 29 September, 1689, and these run in a
continuous series from May 1654. The three earlier volumes have evidently
been lost since 1689.

3 These included a Register of all the Acts of the Court; a Register of
Apprentices ; and a confidential Register of the names of members accused
of breaking the Ordinances.

4 Book of Charters I, 61.
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Ordinances and Acts was drawn up containing copies of important
documents and a list of Master and Wardens since 1605. The
first Treasurer's Book also dates from 1618.1 One is left with the
impression that hitherto the Society had been rather casual in
the keeping of records.

In connection with the preservation of records, an Ordinance
of 4 April, 1639, is of interest. It was one of the additions made
to the Ordinances of 1618, and it stated ““ That the Clerke of this
Societie shall forthwith bring into the Hall, and deliver to the
Wardeins, All bookes, Copies of writings, Coppies of letters, and
all other papers whatsoever, that may in any way concerne This
Company, That the same may bee laide vpp amongest theire other
Writinges, And from hencefourth Theire saide Clarke shall not make
any writings, or enter any Actes or Orders that concernes this
Company in any other place then in the Common Hawle, called
the Marchantes Hawle, vnlesse hee shall haue leave from the Maister
and Wardeins. . . .2 This suggests that previously some of the
records had been kept by the Clerk in his private custody. It is
possibly significant that the first of the surviving Hall Books
begins shortly after this order.?

The problem of the missing early records may never be solved.
Some of them may still turn up among the Public Records if the
Commissioners handed over to official custody those records they
seized in 1637, but search has so far been fruitless. Others may
have passed into private hands, but advertisements for them
failed to produce results. Nevertheless, in spite of gaps, which
are particularly serious for the years before 1639, there is a good
deal of material available for the history of the Society in the
seventeenth century.

2. The Seventeenth-Century Records of the Society

The following are the chief seventeenth-century records of the
Society :

1. The Book of Trade.

2. The Merchants’ Hall Books of Proceedings, three volumes,
1639-1670, 1670-16094* and 1694-1708.

1 See p. xv, note 3.

® Book of Charters 11, 27-28.

3 The first entry in Hall Book I is dated 11 May, 1639, but on p. 5 there
is a record of members admitted on 20 April, 1639.

1 The dates 1670-1693 appear on the cover, but by modern dating the
book goes on to March 1694.
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3- A Book of Charters, Ordinances and Acts (Book of
Charters I).

4. A Book of Charters, Ordinances and Statutes (Book of
Charters 1I).2

5. The Treasurer’s Books of Accounts, two volumes, 1583-
1632 and 1646-1718.

6. The Beadle’s Books, two volumes, 1686-1709 and 1696-1725.

7. The Register of Members’ Apprentices.

8. The Wharfage Books, twenty volumes, 1654-1604.

9. A Book of Abstracts of Leases, etc.

10. The Merchants’ Hall Almshouse Book, 1695-1719.

11. Miscellaneous documents, including the Charters, leases, etc.

The Book of Trade

The Book of Trade is a handsome leather-bound volume
measuring 15 inches by g-5 inches with the words Book of Trade
1598 to 1693 inscribed on the spine in gold lettering on a red
background. The earliest doeument, which appears second in
order in the book, is in fact a copy of a letter from the Privy
Council to the Mayor and Aldermen of Bristol dated 5 October,
1595, and the last entry is simply a note that the book was pro-
duced in the Exchequer in January 1693. It was not used as a
record book after 1666.

At one end of the volume there is an index of eight pages
followed by twenty-seven blank pages. Then come some 200
entries on pages numbered from 36 to 265. The first nine docu-
ments cover the years 1505 to 1613. They are followed by fifty
entries for the period 1618 to 1621. There are a fair number of
documents for the years 1622-1625, and after that, very few until
1631. They become more frequent up to 1634, after which there
is an almost blank patch until the period 1639-1642. After
1642 all that remains in this part of the book is two documents
for September 1648, and a little collection of entries concerning
the Levant Company in 1665-66.

At the other end of the volume there is a list of wharfage rates
in 1620, an account of money raised for the expedition against
Turkish pirates in 1619-20, the names of the Society’s feofees in
1621, and a copy of the Grant of Arms. This is followed by thirty-
two blank pages, and then come copies of the Society’s Accounts
from 1611 to 1630.

! Both Books of Charters have long descriptive titles, but it is convenient
to refer to them as Book of Charters I and Book of Charters 11.
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The Book of Tradeis primarily a letter book and a memorandum
book. It contains copies of letters, agreements, bonds, patents,
proclamations, certificates and other records necessary for the
efficient conduct of the Society’s affairs. The Society’s corres-
pondents included the Privy Council, various Ministers of State,
the Board of Green Cloth, the Farmers of the Customs, the Levant
Company, the London Vintners, the Bristol M.P.s and several
agents whom the Society sent to represent it in London. There
are documents dealing with the expedition against the Turkish
Corsairs in 1621 ;' with colonization schemes in America from
1621-1623 ;* with voyage of exploration of the Henrietta Maria ;®
with the Levant Company’s attempts to restrict Bristol's mediter-
ranean trade, and with the London Vintners’ interference with the
wine trade.® There is a great deal about the patents for the
export of butter and calf-skins in which the Society was interested,®
and numerous references to disputes over purveyance, customs
fees, and taxes on wine. Other documents relate to pirates,
convoys, ships lost at sea, wharfage, pilots and lightermen ; and
the correspondence throws much light on the commercial policy
of Bristol, particularly in relation to the London Companies.

The Books of Charters

Among the Society's records are two volumes which can be
conveniently referred to as Book of Charters I and Book of
Charters I11. They were begun in 1618 and 1639 respectively,
years in which the Society drew up comprehensive new Ordinances.

Book of Charters I is a leather-bound volume of 347 pages
measuring 12-5 inches by 8 inches. The early part contains an
inventory of the Society’s property in 1631 ; extracts in transla-
tion from the Charter granted to Bristol by Edward I1I in 1373;

the ordinances for the merchants of 1467 ; an extract in translation .

from the Charter granted to Bristol by Henry VII in 1499 ; the
ordinances for the merchants drawn up by the City in 1500 ;
translations of the letters patent granted to the Society by
Edward VI and Elizabeth, and a copy of the Act of Parliament
of 1566 confirming these patents. The Society’s revised Ordinances
of 1618 are set out on pages 6g-82.

The book was also intended to be a record of the chief officers
of the Society and a yearly chronicle of notable events in its history
from 1605. The names of the Master, Wardens and Treasurer

1 See pp. 182-187. 3 See p. 199. 5 See pp. 221-225.
* See p. 199. 4 See pp. 213-218. % See pp. 118-127.
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from that date are given year by year up to 1768, and from 1620
the names of the Assistants were also included. There are a
number of interesting notes on the Society’s activities between
1605 and 1626, but after that, such notes are rare.

Book of Charters I was also used as a Register of Members. There
is a complete list of members on 17 November, 1618, and the names
of new members were then recorded year by year until 1765.

Book of Charters II measures 14 inches by 8-5 inches. It is
bound in reversed calf and has the words Merchants Hall Book
of Charters inscribed on the spine in gold letters on a red back-
ground. It covers the period 1639-1765 and contains 373 pages,
of which 185 pages deal with the seventeenth century. The early
part of the book contains a Record of Benefactors ; the oaths of
the Officers ; the ordinances of 1639 ; a translation of Charles I's
Charter of the same year ; and a copy of a 1647 deed concerning
the Hall. Documents and correspondence relating to the post-
Restoration attempts to enlarge the Charters throw a good deal
of light on the Society’s commercial policy.? Miscellaneous entries
include copies of commissions of inquiry relating to the docks ;
correspondence concerning the Society’s efforts to secure the wine
licences in the city; letters about convoys; regulations for
shipping in the port ; extracts from the wills of benefactors ; an
agreement relating to porters’ wages; and a couple of loyal
addresses to James II.3 The names of those approved as pilots
by the Society are recorded from 1670. The book is not of much
value for the period 1684-1700, but it contains a great deal of
useful material for the eighteenth century.

The Merchants’ Hall Books of Proceedings®

The earliest surviving Hall Book or Minutes Book is a volume
measuring 12-8 inches by 8:6 inches bound in reversed calf and
marked on the spine in gold letters on a red background Merchants
Hall Book of Proceedings No. 1 1639 to 1670. 1t goes from 11 May,
1630, to 11 October, 1670. Volumes II and 11I are slightly smaller
but have similar bindings and markings. They cover the years
1670 to 1694 and 1694 to 1708. Volume I has 498 numbered pages,
of which 465 have been used, and volume II has 550 pages all
of which have been used. The pages of volume III have not been

1 See pp. 26-33. ® See pp. 18—24.

8 References to political events are extremely rare in the Society’s
seventeenth-century records.

4 The seventeenth-century volumes have been referred to as Hall Book I
Hall Book 11, Hall Book 111,
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numbered,! but it has 178 pages dealing with the seventeenth
century. There are thus some 1,200 pages of minutes for the
years 1639-1699, an average of just under twenty pages a year

The Hall Books record those multifarious activities, great and
small, with which the Society was concerned, and the extracts
printed below give some idea of the range of topics which appear
in these minutes.

The lists of members of the Society written out by the Clerk
before the meeting of each General Court are useful for showing
the size of membership at any particular period. The Hall Books
also record the admission of new members and the terms on which
they were admitted, and they contain a fine collection of members’
signatures.? The names of apprentices were also recorded from 1685.

The Treasurer’s Books of Accounts

There are two Treasurer’s Account Books for the seventeenth
century. The first is a large leather-bound volume, measuring
18 inches by 11-5 inches, strengthened with three thongs stitched
to the cover and secured with a metal fastening. This is the
oldest of the Society’s record books. John Barker’s signature
appears on the first page, and the first account is one of the
Company of Merchants of Bristol trading to Spain and Portugal
made in 1583 by the Treasurer John Barker.® It is an account
of the Bristol branch of the Spanish Company, not an account of
the Society of Merchant Venturers of Bristol. After 1583, the
book was not used again for thirty-five years, and the second entry
in it is Andrew Charlton’s account of the Society’s finances for
the year 1617-18. The accounts then continue yearly up to
1632-33. The rest of the book is blank except for a record of
receipts and expenditure in connection with the expedition against
the Turkish pirates in 1619-20 (pp. 131V, 132).

The second Treasurer’s Account Book is a volume measuring
12'1T inches by 8-z inches bound in reversed calf and marked on
the spine in gold lettering on a red background Merchants Hall
Treasurer’s Book of Accounts 1646 to 1718.4 At the back of the
book, and bound up with it, is a duplicate set of accounts for the
years 1681-82 to 1718-19.

The Treasurer’s Books do not contain any of the Society’s

! For the purposes of reference, I have assumed that the first page on
which writing appears is page one and the other pages have been given
numbers accordingly.

* Until 1685, all members present signed the book. See p. 64, no. 113,

3 See p. 81, no. 163.

* The last account is for the year 1718-19.
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accounts before 1617-18 or between 1633 and 1646. Moreover,
the accounts from 1646 are fragmentary and do not return to
normal until 1658-59. These gaps are partially filled by the
accounts in the Book of Trade which run from 1610-11 to 1630.!

The Treasurer’s Accounts are straightforward statements of
items of receipt and expenditure. The earlier ones contain a
great deal more detail than the later ones which often refer to
payments “as per note’ or “as per order” without giving
details.® They do not give a complete picture of the Society’s
finances, as certain sums were handled by the Beadle whose
accounts have not survived before 1686, but they do enable us
to form some general idea of the Society’s financial position and
they supply much interesting detail concerning the Society’s work.

The Beadle's Books

The earliest surviving Beadle’s Books consist of two volumes?.
The first measures 124 inches by 79 inches and has on the spine
the inscription Beadles Book No. 1686 to 1709. It contains ninety-
eight pages dealing with the seventeenth century. The second
book covers the years 1696 to 1723. Its seventeenth-century
accounts are simply a duplicate of those in the earlier volume,
but it contains in addition a list of rents due from property in
Bristol and Clifton from 25 March, 1687.

The Beadle’s Accounts supplement those of the Treasurer and
contain a good deal of miscellaneous information about the
Society’s rents and its expenditure on charity, building, enter-
tainments and other activities.

The Wharfage Books

The Wharfage Books were the volumes in which the Society’s
agents recorded receipts from the wharfage duties which the
Society was empowered to collect. The duties were charged
originally only on goods coming into the port and were paid by
burgesses and non-burgesses alike. In 1667 persons not free of the
Society were also required to pay duties on outward-bound goods,
and the accounts begin to distinguish between wharfage inwards
and wharfage outwards.

Although wharfage was first imposed in 1606, the accounts do
not begin until 4 May, 1654. The series then continues unbroken
until 29 September, 1694, but the volumes for the last years of

1 See p. xlviii.

* Vouchers have survived for the eighteenth- but not for the seventeenth-
century accounts.

* Referred to as Beadle's Book I and Beadle’s Book I1.
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the century are missing. For the period 1654-1694, there are
twenty volumes of Wharfage Books varying in size and containing
over 4,000 pages of entries.

The Wharfage Books give details of goods imported into Bristol,
the names of the ships in which they came, and the names of the
merchants who paid the duty. The entries from 1654-1661
usually give in addition the ports from which the ships came, but
unfortunately later entries do not generally give this informa-
tion. The Wharfage Books closely resemble the Port Books' and
have the advantage over them that they are in an unbroken series
from 1654-1604. As a source of information concerning Bristol’s
exports, they are less useful since wharfage outwards was paid
only by non-members of the Society and the accounts do not
give details of commodities.2 For statistics concerning exports
it is necessary to use the Port Books.?

The Wharfage Books also contain information about receipts
from anchorage ; and for the three years 1683-84, 1684-85 and
1685-6 they contain lists of all ships paying the duty, the names
of their masters and the ports from which the ships came.

The Merchants’ Hall Almshouse Book

A volume known as the Merchants Hall Almshouse Book no. 1
1695 lo 1719 contains a number of accounts relating to Edward
Colston’s Almshouse on St. Michael’s Hill for which a number of
Merchant Venturers acted as trustees. It is of interest from the
point of view of the history of that institution rather than from
that of the Society.

The Apprentices Book

The Apprentices Book measures 12°4 inches by 8 inches. It
is bound in skin and marked on the spine in gold lettering on a
red background Society of Merchants Register of Members Appren-
tices. It begins with a note of an apprenticeship entered into on
10 November, 1653,% and ends with one of 18 September, 1930,
but it is not a continuous register between those dates. There
is, for example, only one entry between 1781 and 1850. Some
comments on the evidence provided by the Apprentices Book are
made elsewhere.?

! The Port Books in the P.R.O. give details of imports, ¢xports and coastal
trade, but there are a large number of gaps in the Bristol Port Books for the
seventeenth century.

2 See p. 174, DnO. 377.

3 It is hoped to give a number of statistics based on Port Books and
Wharfage Books in the next volume.

4 The second entry is dated 18 March, 1651 /2. 5 See p. 34-
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The Book of Abstracts of Leases

This is a volume measuring 12-5 inches by 7-8 inches bound in
skin. It is marked No. r on the front cover and has an inscription
which is not fully legible. 1t was begun in the seventeenth century
and contains 175 pages dealing with that period. It contains
abstracts of leases and miscellaneous agreements, and gives useful
information about the Society’s property in Clifton and elsewhere.

Miscellaneous documents

Other documents in the Society’s records include the originals
of the Charters! of 1552, 1563, 1639, 1643 and 1665, and a charter
granted by Elizabeth to the cityin 1558 giving certain privileges with
regard to the hours at which goods might be loaded and unloaded in
the port. The Society also has the original copy of the Ordinances
for the Merchants made by the City in 1500 and bearing the City’s
seal, and the Grant of Arms made by the College of Heralds in 156q.

The Society has a large number of boxes containing deeds and
miscellaneous agreements. These documents include the grant,
made by the City in 1403, of the land on which the Hall and
Almshouse subsequently stood.? There is a modern schedule of
the deeds, which are too numerous to list here.

The Society appears to have no other collection of records
relating to the seventeenth century except a number of papers at
present contained in a box marked ‘* Bristol Dock Act 1766 .
These include a number of documents relating to the dispute
with the Searcher and two files of depositions of witnesses in
connection with that dispute.

Latimer's Calendar of Records

In 1897 John Latimer made for the Society a manuscript
Calendar of Records of which volume I covers the period 1467-
1700. It is a history of the Society rather than a systematic
examination and summary of its records, and although it is still
of value, it is very selective in its subject-matter and does not
make full use of all the records.

Other documents relating to the Society

There are, of course, a great many documents relating to the
Society and its members in other repositories and some of these
documents are printed here, but the aim of this first volume is
primarily to illustrate the nature of the Society’s own records,
and a consideration of other sources must be postponed till later.

1 Strictly speaking they are letters patent. ? See pp. 66, 96.



NOTE ON TRANSCRIPTION AND ARRANGEMENT

The documents in this volume were written by a number of
different writers who made use of a wide range of abbreviations.
The handwriting is of varying quality, and the inconsistencies in
seventeenth-century spelling make it difficult to produce a text
that is an accurate representation of what the scribes intended,
and at the same time easily legible. The original spelling has been
reproduced as far as possible, but there is sometimes uncertainty,
particularly with the letters n, v, u. There is not usually any
distinction in the manuscripts between the letters I and J, but
in the transcription the forms John, January, etc., have been
used instead of Iohn, Ianuary, etc., and the initial letters ff have
been printed as F,

Abbreviations have been extended where this can be done with
reasonable certainty. The abbreviations weh, y¢, yt, wth, yor and
of appear throughout as which, the, that, with, your, and our;
& has been printed as and. The contractions Mr., MT., Mr, mr,
m?., m’ have been printed as Mr; and Sr., ST, Sr, sT., sT, sr, have
been standardized as Sir. Abbreviations used in signatures and
copies of signatures have, however, been retained.

Difficulty in extending many contractions arises not from doubt
as to what word was intended but from uncertainty as to the form
of spelling that the writer wished to employ. A word often
appears in a number of different spellings in the same document.
The contraction m’chant may stand for merchant, or for marchant;
mT’ cht may represent merchant, marchant, merchannt, merchaunt,
marchannt or marchaunt. M. may stand for Master or for
Maister ; coialty for cominalty or comminalty ; ordynnce for
ordynance, ordynnance, ordynaunce or ordynnaunce ; and so on.
In a number of instances, missing letters have been supplied in
italics in the text, and the use of such italicsisintended to indicate
that the scribe has shown that he is using an abbreviation and
that the missing letters have been supplied by the editor, simply
in order to make the text easier to read. It seems more satis-
factory to print company, preacher, amowunteth, mariners,
Received, Lordshipps, etc., than to pepper the text with an
excessive number of contractions such as comp?, prchr, amo',
m'in’s, Rc4, LoPPs, It is not suggested that the scribe necessarily
intended to spell such words in the way in which they are printed.

Seventeenth-century writers made frequent use of superior
letters. Often, these represent abbreviations which can be
extended with reasonable certainty, but on occasions it is not
clear that the writer did intend to indicate that he was using an
abbreviation. The use of superior letters seems sometimes to
have been a meaningless habit. Thus it is unlikely that the form
Mayor., which is frequently used, was really intended to stand
for Mayour, and Manno’. does not necessarily represent Mannour.
Nevertheless, it has sometimes seemed advisable, for one reason
or another, to retain the superior letters as they appear in the
manuscript.

Iv
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Punctuation has not been entirely modernized, but such altera-
tions and additions have been made as seem desirable to assist
legibility.

Headings added by the editor and anything not in the original
text have been distinguished by use of a different type from that
used for printing the main body of the documents. Entries in
the margins, however, form part of the original, except for docu-
ment numbers and page numbers.

No alteration has been made in the dates in the documents.
In headings and footnotes, dates are given according to the Old
Style so far as the day and month are concerned, but the year
is taken to begin on 1st January and not on 25th March.

There must always be certain dangers involved in selecting
extracts from a great body of records and grouping the extracts
under certain selected headings. It is hoped that the account of
the records given elsewhere and the use of cross-references will
help in some measure to overcome these dangers; and an effort
has been made to choose illustrations that will show both the
general nature of the records themselves and the normal, as well
as the less normal, aspects of the Society’s activities.

ABBREVIATIONS USED IN REFERENCES
AND FOOTNOTES

Beadle's Book I, 11
Book of Charters I, II
Book of Trade

Cal. S;P.D;

C.CLP,

Hall Book I, II, TII
Latimer, Merchant Venturers

Latimer, Seventeenth Century
Annals

Latimer, Eighteenth Century
Annals

Pat. Roll
P.R.O.

Register of Apprentices
Trans. B.G.A.S.

Treasurer’s Book I, 11
Wharfage Book

See p. lii.

See pp. xlix, L.

See pp. xlviii, xlix.

Calendar of State Papers
Domestic.

Common Council Proceedings,
Bristol Record Office.

See pp. 1, 1i.

J. Latimer, The History of the
Society of Merchant Venturers
of the City of Bristol, Bristol,
1903.

J. Latimer, The Amnnals of
Bristol in the Seventeenth Cen-
tury, Bristol, 1900.

J. Latimer, The Amnnals of
Bristol in the Eighteenth Cen-
tury, Bristol, 1893.

Patent Rolls, Public Record
Office.

Public Record Office.

See p. liii,

Transactions of the Bristol and
Gloucestershire Archaeological
Society.

See pp. li, lii.

See pp. lii, liii.



I. CHARTERS, ORDINANCES, AND REGISTER
OF MEMBERS

The Charters granted to the Society in the sixteenth and seven-
teenth centuries were printed by Latimer.? They are unfortunately
too long to reproduce here, but their main provisions are noted
in the Introduction.?®

The chief Ordinances of the Society were drawn up in 1618,
and were considerably amended and elaborated in 1639. They
included detailed regulations concerning the Officers, the keeping
of Courts, the admission of members, the conditions of apprentice-
ship, the conduct of factors, the collettion of the Society’s dues,
the lading of ships, the behaviour of mariners, and relations
between members and non-members. These too were printed by
Latimer.?

The first document in this section illustrates the close con-
nection of Bristol merchants with the Spanish Company in the
opening years of the century.* The ninety-seven Bristol merchants
who were included in the new grant to that Company in 16035
formed, after the Londoners, the largest single group. The list
of names is particularly interesting as the Register of Bristol
Merchant Venturers does not begin until 1618.

The Order of Common Council of 31 December 1605 (no. 2),
which instructed the Bristol merchants to separate from the
Spanish Company and to organize themselves in a company of
their own, constitutes a landmark in the development of the
Society, for although its origins are earlier, it had henceforth an
uninterrupted history.

Some of the documents in this section illustrate the determined
efforts made by the Society to control the foreign trade of Bristol
and to get its own powers confirmed and extended. Those who
were not burgesses of Bristol were excluded from membership,
and attempts were made to enforce the ancient city regulations
restricting the sale of goods by strangers (nos. 13, 14, 16, 18, 19).
At one time, the city authorities and the Society jointly tried to
exclude from foreign trade all who were not members of the
Merchant Venturers (nos. 4, 6). The Society was particularly
anxious to prevent retailers meddling with the merchant’s art
(no. 11); and it also wished to increase its control over sailors
and over boatmen bringing goods to Bristol by river (nos. 8, g, I1).
After the Restoration, it attempted to establish its claim to trade
freely to the areas controlled by the Levant Company and the

1 ]J. Latimer, Merchant Venturers, pp. 30ff.; 46ff.; 106 ff.; 109 ff.
? See pp. xii—xiii, xviii-xxi.
¥ J. Latimer, Merchant Venturers, pp. 68-80, 98-105.
4 See pp. xiv-xvi,
C I
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Hamburg Company and no. 22 illustrates some of the arguments
used by the merchants of the out-ports against the exclusive
claims of the London Companies.

When it revised its Ordinances in 1618 (no. 6), the Society also
drew up a list of members (no. 26). From that time, names of
new members were regularly entered in the Society’s Register.
It will be seen that there were seventy-two members in 1618 as
compared with ninety-seven Bristol merchants belonging to the
Spanish Company in 1605. Between 1619 and 1699, the Register
shows 317 admissions.! In the same period, the number of people
admitted as merchants to the freedom of Bristol was 521.* Clearly
a considerable number of Bristol merchants for one reason or
another did not join the Society.

. BRISTOL MEMBERS OF THE SPANISH COMPANY,
31 MAY 1605

By letters patent of 31 May 1605, James I made a new grant of
incorporation to the English merchants trading to Spain and Portugal.
The patent stated that the Charters granted by Henry VIII* and by
Elizabeth,® and confirmed by James himself on 30 March 1604, had
been found imperfect; and a new grant was now made to 12 noblemen
and officials; to 240 merchants from London; 97 from Bristol; 45
from Exeter; 40 from Totnes; and 122 merchants from 12 other
ports.  They were given a number of privileges and powers of control
over the trade® The grant is too long to print in full herve, but the
names of the 97 Bristol merchants included in it are given below.

... William Vawer Alderman of our Cittye of Bristoll, William
Cole, Sheriff of the said Cittye of Bristol, John Bolton, William
Hopkines, Thomas Hopkins, William Hickes, William Ellys, John
Hopkins, John Whitson, Thomas James, John Barker, Mathewe
Havilande, Roberte Aldworthe, Abell Kytchin, John Fawnes,’
John Aldworthe, John Rowborrowe, John Robertes, Thomas

1 Hall Book I records 26 admissions of members whose names do not
appear in the Registzr. See Appendix A.

2 A list, compiled from the City’s Burgess Books, of those admitted as
merchants to the freedom of the City in the seventeenth century can be found
in N. C. P, Tyack, ‘ The Trade Relations of Bristol with Virginia ', unpub-
lished Bristol M.A. Thesis, 1930.

3 P.R.O., Pat. Roll., 3 James I, pt. 6, mm, 11-23.

4 P.R.O., Pat. Roll., 22 Henry VILI, pt. 2.

5 P.R.O., Pat. Roll., 19 Elizabeth, pt.8.

8 C, T. Carr, Select Charters of Trading Companies A.D. 1530-1707 (Selden
Soc., vol. xxviii, 1913), pp. xxiv, xxv; V. M. Shillington and A. B. Wallis
Chapman, The Commercial Relations of England and Portugal, pp. 146 ff.

7 Presumably John Fownes, sheriff 1601-2.
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Aldworthe, Thomas Pitt, Henrye Robertes, Lawrence Swetnam,
Edwarde Morrice, Nicholas Hickes, Thomas Symondes, William
Cole, in Cornestreete, John Browne, Roger Boman, Christopher
Cary, John Sanford, John Angell, Roberte Johnson, Thomas
Whiteheade, John Gittins, Edwarde Browne, John Woodde,
Richarde Barker, William Greves, Richard Pooell,! Thomas Davie,
Thomas Pitt Junior, George White in Cornestreete, Thomas
Warden, Arthure Hibbine, Roberte Pentigrace, George Wilkins,
Roger Hurte, Franncis Doughtye, Walter Spurwaie, William
Slack, Daniell Baker, John Barker the younger, Thomas Brambley,
William Ellis, the younger, Roberte Havilande, Edmonde Gains-
ford, William Fleet, William Pitt, Thomas Anthony, George
Gough, Sampson Lort, John Havyland, Thomas Walters, Phillippe
Ellys, Walter Ellis, William Mellin, John Aires, Thomas Wrighte,
Phillippe Dickinson, John Griffith, Thomas Powell sonne of
Richarde Powell, Thomas Leeke, Roberte Smithe, Roberte
Sheward, William Angell, George White, John Guye, Johne
Barnes, William Burrowes, John Gonninge, John Merrick, John
Bindon, Christopher Webbe, Walter Thomas, Morgan Reade,
William Colston, George Lane, Richarde Tegge, Roberte Owen,
Walter Owfeilde, Michaell Quick, Edwarde Williams, John
Langton, William Stanlack, Richard Winter, William Pinner, the
younger, and Humfrey Fitzherbert merchannts of our Cittye of
Bristol. . . .

The letters patent nominated as the first Assistants the Secretary
of the Fellowship, 30 Londoners, and 30 merchants from the outporis.
The four Bristol Assistants were John Whitson, William Ellis,
John Hopkins and Thomas James.

P.R.O., Pat. Roll, 3 James I, pt. 6. m. 12

. ORDER OF COMMON COUNCIL REORGANISING THE
BRISTOL MERCHANT ADVENTURERS, 31 DECEM-
BER 1605°

Invocatio Domus consilij vltimo Die Decembris Anno Domini p. 112
1605.
Thomas James Maior o3 Franciscus Knighte
Willius Hickes Aldermanus o Aldermanus o

1 Richard Powell, mentioned later in the list.

? Printed in part by !J. Latimer, Merchant Venturers, pp. 63-64. He
modernized the spelling.

3 The circles after the names are presumably intended to indicate that
these members were present at the meeting.
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Willius Parphey
Aldermanus o
Johannes Webbe
Aldermanus o

Willius Ellis Aldermanus egr'?
John Hopkins Aldermanus o

Willius Vawer Aldermanus o
Radulphus Hurte
Aldermanus o
Johannes Whitson
Aldermanus o
Christopherus Kedgwine
Aldermanus o
Johannes Rowbero | o
vice-
comes?
Johannes Guy o
Johannes Barker o
Richardus Smith o
Matheus Haviland o
Thomas Pitcher extr’?
Johannes Butcher o
Robertus Aldworth o
Johannes Eglesfeilde o

Richardus George egr’
Willius Carye o

Abel Kitchin o
Johannes Harrison o
Johannes Boulton o
Thomas Hopkins o
Willius Hopkins o
Johannes Fownes o
Johannes Aldworth egr’
Thomas Farmer o
Willius Barnes o
Georgius Richardes o
Willius Cole o
Georgius Harrington o
Georgius White o
Thomas Parker egr’
Johannes Robertes o
Robertus Roger o
Hugo Murcott o
Thomas Aldworth o
Thomas Moore o
Willius Yoonge o
Hugo Peard extr’
Arthurus Neades o

It is this day agreed that the merchauntes adventurers of the
Cytie of Bristoll shall exempte themselves from the Companye and
Governement of the merchanntes adventurers of London tradinge
into Spayne and Portugall and that there shalbe a Companye of
merchauntes adventurers of the Cytie of Bristoll contynued and
established in the same Cytie of Bristoll to be ordered and governed
amongest them selves by such Orders Constitucions and pollycyes
as shalbe hereafter set downe and agreed on by the Mayor alder-
men and Common Counsell of the said Cytie of Bristoll accordinge
to the Charters of the said Cytie and by the Master Wardens
Communytie and Corporacion of merchanntes within the said
Cytie of Bristoll,* And that every Burgesse of this Cytie which

1 Indicates that he was absent owing to illness.

2 Sheriffs.
3 Indicates that he was absent.

4 The words and by the Master . . . Cytie of Bristoll were omitted in Latimer’s
transcription, and they are obviously important.
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ys or shalbe willinge and Desyerous to be of the sayd Company
of merchanntes and to vse the trade of marchandyes shalbe
admitted into the same Company payenge xx® for a Fine to the
vse of the same Company and geving over the exercise of all other
trades occupacions and proffessions of gettinge his or theire
Lyvinge. And all other merchanntes of the Cytie which are
already Free of the same Company shall pay towardes the Con-
tribucion of the same Company only vij® viiji. Provyded allwayes
that any others which shall not be admyttedinto the sayd Company
within the space of one yeare But shall be desyerous for to be
admytted! after the space of one yeare nexte ensewinge, shall pay
for his admyttannce as ys payd in lyke case in London, Exception?
only such persons are or shalbe of the Common Counsell of the
sayd Cytie of Bristoll which shall pay only xx® and noe more to
the vse of the sayd Company, at what time soever any such per-
son beinge of the Common Counsell shalbe admytted into the
sayd Company. And all the sonnes and apprentices of every free
man of the sayd Company shall paye only vj5 viijd for his admyt-
tannce at any tyme hereafter beinge brought vppe in the trade of
merchaundizes. And this day Mr William Hickes alderman ys
chozen and appointed to be Treasorer for the said Company to
receyve the Fynes and Contribucions of the same Company.

And Mr John Hopkins, Mr William Vawer, and Mr John p. 113
Whytson aldermen are appoynted to admitte any into the said
Company that shalbe hereafter desyerous to be admytted accord-
inge to the present Ordynance.?

And every man to bringe in his Fine by the xvtb of this moneth
of Jannuarye nexte. . . .

Mr Mathew Haveland Mr John Butcher
Mr Roberte Aldworthe Mr John Eglesfyeld
Mr John Rowberow Mr William Carye
Mr John Aldworth Mr Robert Rogers
Mr John Robertes Mr Thomas Moore
Mr Thomas Aldworth Mr Arthur Needes

appoynted Committees for the merchauntes Ordynances.5

! for to be admytted inserted above the line.

? Except®, in the manuscript.

3 In the manuscript, this appears as Ordynnce, with a line over the last
part indicating contraction. It can be extended in various ways.

4 Followed by eight lines referring to other matters.

& ordynnces in the manuscript, with a line denoting contraction.
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Mr John Hopkins Alderman appoynted Master of the Company
of marchanntes
Mr William Vawer and
Mr. John Whytson
Willyam Fleete merchante appoynted Collector of the Fines and
Contribucions of the Company of Marchanntes and to bringe the
money to Mr William Hickes Treasurer.!

C.C.P., 1598-1608, pp. 112, 113

} Wardeins

BRISTOL AND THE BILL FOR FREE TRADE WITH
SPAIN, PORTUGAL AND FRANCE, 1606®

2y February 1606

The Bill for free trade into Spayne, Portugall, and France
brought in from the Committee by Mr Fuller, with a Proviso
added, for such as are restrained to go beyond Sea without Licence;
Bill, with the Proviso, to be ingrossed.

Another Proviso, for the Exception of a Charter to Bristoll.
Both twice read : this latter not allowed, though twice read.

Mr Prowse moveth for another, for Exeter, of the like kind.

Journals of the House of Commons, I, 275

. ACT OF COMMON COUNCIL RESTRICTING FOREIGN

TRADE TO MEMBERS OF THE SOCIETY, 18 APRIL
16123

It is Consented by the mayor aldermen and Common Counsell
that the master wardeins and Companye of merchannte adventurers

1 The Master and Wardens appointed by Common Council were the same
as those elected by the Society at a General Court on 7 May 1605, but the
Treasurer was different. See p. 54, no. 93.

* The Bill became an Act in 1606. See Stafutes of the Realm, iv. pt. ii. 1083.
The object of the Bill was to open the Spanish, Portuguese and Irench trades
to all the subjects of the English crown. The merchants of Bristol wished
to have their Charter excepted from it, since their Charter excluded the
retailers of Bristol from foreign trade. The merchants’ attempt to get
parliamentary support for their exclusive policy failed. The Charter of the
Exeter merchants was, however, excepted from the Act, and this exception
was confirmed by the statute 4 James I, c.ix. The Charter of the Exeter
merchants expressly excluded non-members from the French trade.

3 The object of this was to limit foreign trade to members of the Society,
excluding retailers and also merchants who were not members. J. Latimer
(Merchant Venturers, p. 66) states that the ordinances were confirmed in
the following August. This appears to be an error, as they were then merely
referred to a Committee (see p. 7, no. 5). In fact the Corporation Minutes
contain no record of a confirmation.
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of Bristoll shall make an Ordynance! in their Hall by vertue of
their Charter, that noe person which is or shalbe of their Companye,
shall vse or exercise any other trade but onlye the trade of a
merchannte adventurer Duringe suche tyme as he shal vse the
trade of a merchante. Neyther shall any person vse the trade of
a merchante adventurer within this Cytie but onlye such as ys
or shalbe of the sayd Societye of marchantes adventurers. And
that the sayd Master® and Companye shall presente the said
Ordynance® soe to be made to the mayor. Aldermen and Com-
mon Counsell to be Considered of and allowed.

C.C.P., 1608-1627, fo. 24v

. COMMON COUNCIL AND THE MERCHANTS' ORDIN-
ANCES

18 August 1612

Mr Franncys Knighte, Mr John Hopkins, Mr John Butcher,
Mr Havilande, Mr Roberte Aldworthe, Mr Thomas Moore Com-
mittees to consider of the ordynances?* of the merchannte Adven-
turers of this Cytie and to Signifye their opynyons therein at the
nexte assemblye of the Common Counsell.

C.C.P., 1608-27, fo. 25

. ACT FOR REVISION OF THE ORDINANCES, 6 JULY
1618

An acte that the ordinannces and decrees of the societie of
Marchantes Adventurers of the Citty of Bristoll shalbee perused,
revised and put in execucion, and that noe person shalbee reputed
to bee of the Company vnlesse hee bee first admitted in open
Courte, and then entred into the Register of the saide Societie

Memorandum that att a generall Courte of the Maister,
Wardeins and Commynaltie of the Arte or Misterie of marchanntes
Aduenturers of the Citty of Bristoll houlden the sixte daie of Julie
1618. Yt is enacted and Ordeyned, that Mr John Barker nowe
Maister of the saide Arte or Misterie, with the Assistance of Mr
John Langton, Humfrye Hooke, Richard Holworthie, William
Jones, Humfrey Browne and Thomas Colston, merchantes, shall
peruse the Ordinannces and Lawes heretofore made for the Rule
and governance of the saide Arte or Misterie : And shall collect

1 Ordynnce with a line indicating contraction,
¢ Mr in the manuscript, standing for Master or Maister.
¥ ordynnce with a line indicating contraction.
4 ordynnce with a line indicating contraction.
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and gather such of the same Ordinannces and lawes, and ordeyne
and appointe other Ordinannces and lawes for the better governe-
ment of the Commynalty of the same Arte or Misterie, as to them
shall seeme Convenient accordinge to the tyme and recourse of
marchandice nowe vsed in the Citty of Bristoll: And for that
expresse mention is made in and by the seuerall Ordinances
Charters and letters pattentes grannted to the maister wardeyns
and Comynaltie of the saide Arte or Misterie, That noe manner of
person or persons dwelling or that shall dwell within the saide
Citty of Bristoll, the Subburbes or Liberties of the same, shall vse
or exercise the recourse or trafficke of marchandise beyond the
seas, vnlesse they bee admitted into the saide Societie as by the
same Ordinances, Charters and Letters Pattentes may appeare : yt
is therefore this daie alsoe Ordeyned enacted and established that
noe manner of person or persons whatsoeuer, inhabitinge or
dwelling within the saide Citty of Bristoll or the Subburbes or
Liberties of the same shalbee reputed nor taken to bee of the saide
Societie, vnlesse hee will subscribe to the Ordinances of the saide
Company, and shalbee admitted in open Courte, and his or theire
name and names entred and recorded into the Lyste or Register
of the saide Societie, in the presence of the Maister Wardeins and
Assistantes of the saide Arte or Misterie for the tyme beinge, or
the moste parte of them. And that they and euery of them shall
well and truely observe performe fullfill holde and keepe, Not
onely All the Actes Ordinannces Statutes and Decrees which they
the saide John Barker, John Langton, Humfrey Hooke, Richard
Holworthie, William Jones, Humfrey Browne and Thomas
Colston shall collect or make and present to the Maister Wardeyns
and Comynaltie of the saide Arte or Misterie at their next generall
Assemblie, But alsoe All other Actes Ordinannces and Decrees
which by the maister Wardeyns and Comynaltie of the saide Arte
or Misterie for the tyme beinge shalbee made decreed and agreed

1
vepon. Book of Charters I, 61

. LEGAL OPINION ON THE CHARTERS, 11 AUGUST 1618

more ijl! iiij® giuen Mr Nicolas Hide Recorder, and is for his
Cownsel Concerning the validity of the marchantes Charters,
August 11th 1618 002 04 00

Treasurer's Book I, 4

1 The revised ordinances were approved at a General Court on 17 Novem-
ber 1618.
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8. THE SOCIETY'S ATTEMPT TO OBTAIN PARLIA-
MENTARY CONFIRMATION OF ITS CHARTERS.
LETTER OF 12 FEBRUARY 1621

The companyes letter to Mr Whitson® and Mr Guy® Burgesses
for Bristol touchinge the renewing of the Charter and other g
necessary occasions to be considered of at this Session of Parliament?®

82z

Woorthy Sirs

Since your Departure hence it hath bine confidently written
by some knightes and Burgesses of note, that the Parliament
should bee againe readiourned from the 3o0th Januarie vnto that
Tuesday moneth, which occationed vs to suspend writing vnto
you, vntill wee vnderstood from yourselves the certainety of the
Parliamentes comencement, whereof you haveing nowe advertized
Mr Maio* wee make bould to Crave your best endeavo® to procure
the confirmacion of our anncient charters by Act of Parliament
which have bine formerly grannted vnto the marchantes of this
Citty by his Maiesties Progenito™, for the better ordering of
traffique and marchandizing. You may remember that the like
Chartere grannted vnto the marchauntes of Exon'® was excepted
and reserved in 3 Jac:®* when the trade of Spaine was made
uniuersall vnto all his Maiesties subiectes for thease reasons
followeing recited in the Acte of explanacion or reservacion vizt
the antiquity of the Charter, the particuler service done by the
inhabitantes vnto the Crowne, the maintenance of poore Almes-
men, teaching of Children etc: in all which respectes you may
truely affirme that wee doe equallize if not exceed them. First
touching service to the Crowne, besides the seuerall faire expedi-
cions in the Raigne of Henry the seaventh and Henry the eighth
this Citty furnished three shipps in Cales accion,® butt above all
our continued service for many yeeres duringe the Irishe warrs
we presume will not be forgotten, and ever since his Maiestyes
happie raigne our particuler company? (poore as it is) hath expended
at least five hundred poundes for the suppression of pirates
infesting all men trading within Seaverne, and you are not ignorant

! M.P. for Bristol, 1605, 1614, 1620-22, 1625, 1626,

2 M.P. for Bristol, 1620-22, 1624~25.

3 The heading is in a different hand from the copy of the letter.

4 1 July 1560. Printed in W, Cotton, An Elizabethan Guild of the City of
Exeter, Exeter, 1873, pp. 1-10.

5 See p. 6, note 2.

% Bristol had been required to furnish three ships for an expedition to
Cadiz in 1595.

? comp® in the manuscript.
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howe many other good offices wee doe in the maintenance of eighte
poore men, and the schooling of poore Children, all which Cannott
bee longer supported vnlesse wee may obteyne lawfull aucthoritie
for the better ordering of our trade exceedingly repaired through
the indiscreccion and excesse of vnexperienced enterlopers,
insufficient and Carlesse master mariners and sailers, as alsoe lewd
and dishonest boatemen and trow men' whoe doe exceedingly
hinder the trade of this Citty, depending cheifely vppon the
comoditie of carriage by and vppon Seaverne, ymbeazling and
abusing mens goodes for which they Can haue noe redresse at the
comon Lawe, the Judges and Jurers being for the most parte
altogeather vnacquainted in those courses and consequently doe
never award competent Damages, which inforceth Chapmen to
fetch their wares from London many miles by horse to their great
preiudice and the hindrance of trade and damadge of the Countries
which they serve. Wee desire not to extend our aucthoritie
further then the trade to and from this Porte of Bristoll, And soe
wee intend to Mannadge it by godes leave (if it may bee procured)
that the aforemenconed inconveniences shalbee speedily pre-
vented, and the prosperitie of this City much advanced. Wee
presume that the seuerall Burgesses of Gloucester, Teuxbury,
Worcester, Bewely, Shrewsbury and all other townes bordering
vppon Seaverne will readily assist you in this affaires,® for the
tradesmen in all those places Doe suffer exceedingly by the
negligence and Dishonestie of the Trowmen.? . . .

xij February 1620
Your Lovinge frindes

John Langton Richard Long
Andrew Charlton Willm Jones
Peter Miller Arthur Hibbins
Willm Pitt Walter Ellis
John Barker Giles Elbridge
John Gonning Francis Derricke
Humiry Hooke Alexander James
Thomas Wright Miles Jackson
Richard Holworthy Francis Aldworth
Willm Pitt

1 The Severn trows or sailing barges. See Grahame Farr, * Severn Navi-
gation and the Trow ', The Mariner's Mirrvor, vol. 32, no. 2.

2 Sic.

3 The rest of the letter is concerned with a patent for the export of Welsh
butter in which the Society had an interest and which was likely to be
questioned in Parliament.
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Post scriptum

Wee desire you alsoe to confer with Mr Willett our Customer
whoe is nowe in London, for the procureing of Lycence to trans-
porte Irishe hides which are tanned in England for the which
lycence wee will giue ij® vj? per Dicker!

To the woorshipful® our loving frindes John Whitson and John
Guy aldermen Burgesses for the Citie of Bristoll

these
in London at the 3 Cuppes in Bred streete or elsewhere

Book of Trade, pp. 82-84

. LETTER TO JOHN GUY CONCERNING THE ATTEMPT
TO GET PARLIAMENTARY CONFIRMATION OF
THE CHARTERS, 1621

A letter from the clerke of the Company to Mr John Guy
Alderman informing what charters and writings belonging to the
marchants were sent vnto him for the vse of the Company.*
Woorshipful®

According to the appointment and direccion of the masfer® and
Company of Marchantes at their last assemblie, I have deliuered
vnto Roger Chambers Carrier to bee deliuered vnto you, a white
box wherein is conteyned the Charters of Kinge Edward the sixte?
and of Queene Elizabeth® togeather with the Acte of Parliament?
and alsoe the Coppies of euery of them and as much of the Coppie
of the Charter of king Edward the third? as doe sett forth the
service of this Citty with their shipps vnto the kinges Maiesties
Progenito™ and alsoe a breviatt of what shipping this Citty Did
sett forth in the tyme of the Raigne of kinge Henry the eighte.

1 See p. 127, note 2.
? Woor in the manuscript. The abbreviation can be extended in various
ways.
3 The document is undated, but it was clearly written in 1621. It appears
between a letter of 12 February and a certificate of 24 April 1621.
4 The heading is in a different hand from the copy of the letter.
5 Woor in manuscript standing for Woorshipful, Woorthy sir, or some
such form of address.
¢ mr in the manuscript.
7 Letters Patent, 18 December, 6 Edward VI, incorporating the Society.
8 Letters Patent, 8 July 8 Elizabeth.
® Statutes of the Realm, iv. pt. 1, 483. This Act of 1566 is printed in J.
Latimer, Merchant Venturers, pp. 47-50. It confirmed the charters of the
Society, but it was repealed in 1571.
10§ August 47 Edward III. See N. Dermott Harding, Bristol Charters
I155-1373 (Bristol Record Society’s Publications, vol. i), pp. 118 ff.
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In the bill or petition which is this Day sent vnto you by John
Hayter there is omitted the examinacion and admittance of
marriner which if your Woorship! shall thincke fitt may be added
(in these wordes) Vizt And alsoe to examine and admitt All and
whatsoever marriner and marriners that shall vndertake the
Charge or government of any ships or shipping belonging or
apperteyning to this Citty and Porte of Bristoll and members of
the same.?
Book of Trade, p. 85

10. PAYMENT IN CONNECTION WITH ATTEMPTED
RENEWAL OF THE CHARTER, MARCH 1621

more for x111 paide to the Burgesses of the Parliament in March
1621 by order of the Company for to renewe the Charters
0040 00 00

Treasurer's Book I, 7

11. THE CITY'S CERTIFICATE IN SUPPORT OF THE
SOCIETY, 24 APRIL 1621

#. 86 A certificate of the Major and Aldermen of Bristoll signifieng
the needfull vse of a company of marchantes in Bristoll and that
it is needfull that their liberties and priuiledges be confirmed?

Ciuitas 1o all Christian people to whome theis presentes shall or may
Bristoll gpperteyne. Wee the Maior and Aldermen of the Citty of Bristoll
Send greeting. Whereas John Whitson and John Guy esquires
Aldermen of the Citty of Bristoll and nowe knightes and Burgesses
of the same have bine solicited by the Society and Company of
marchantes Adventurers of the said Citty to bee humble suiters
to the kinges Most Excellent Maiestie and the residue of the most
honorable assemblie in his highe Courte of Parliament, for renewing
and confirming of the letters patentes and priviledges of the said
Company grannted by our late soueraigne Lord Kinge Edwarde
the sixte and allowed and confirmed in the eighte yeere of the
Raigne of our late soueraigne Lady Queene Elizabeth, not onely
by her graces letters patentes, but alsoe by acte of parliament,

1 Wocr in the manuscript.

? For further correspondence with the M.P.s regarding the Charter, see
Book of Trade, pp. 88, 89.

3 The heading is in a different hand from the copy of the certificate.
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notwithstanding an acte of repeale in the thirteenth yeere of her
said Maiesties Raigne! which was procured by certeyne shopp
keepers and tradesmen being then Burgesses for the same Citty
when as the meere marchantes were much weakened in abilitie
by reason of their greate losses then late before susteyned in the
service of the kingdome, and by meanes of Shipwrack and
Depredacion of Pirates and enimies, and alsoe notwithstanding
the late generall acte made in the third yeare of the Raigne of
our nowe soueraigne Lord Kinge James to enable all his Maiesties
loving subiectes to trade freely into the Dominions of Spayne
Portugall and Frannce,? Theis are therefore to signifye vnto all
those whom theis presentes shall or may apperteyne, that since
the repealing of the said Acte, and grannting of the said free
libertie, Diuers Inhabitantes of this Citty, shoppe keepers, and
men of manuell occupacions, forsakeing their vsuall trades and
exerciseing the trafficque and recourse of marchandice being
altogeather vnexperienced therein, are fallen to decay, and by
meanes thereof, and for want of good government and rule to bee
had amongst the said Society, and others exerciseing and Depend-
ing on the trade of Marchandise and namely amongst saylers,
trowman and boatemen, whoe (for want of power to restraine them)
are growne beyond measure exorbitant and dishonest, The said
Societie and Company?® and the Inhabitantes of this Citty are much
prejudiced, to the greate hinderance of the weale and prosperitie
of the same Citty, the Decrease of Navigacion and Dimunucion
of his Maiesties Customes. For avoyding of which Inconveniences
and preventing the decayeing estate of this Citty, Wee the said
Mayor and aldermen (at the request and humble suite of the said

Societie) have thoughte good to certifie the premisses, in regard p. 87

it wilbee very profittable for the Inhabitantes of this Citty that
the liberties and priviledges of the said Societye and Company
bee from hencefourth rennewed* and confirmed according to their
humble suite, Soe as it shall please his most excellent Maiestie,
the Lordes spirituall and temporall, and Commons in Parliament
assembled to ratifie and allow the same, to whose most excellent
wisedomes and good consideracions wee humblie submitt our
selves and recommend the premisses

1 Statutes of the Realm, iv, pt. 1, 526. Printed in J. Latimer, Merchant
Venturers, pp. 55-57.

2 See p. 6, note 2.
3 Followed by of struck through,
4 Renned in the manuscript.
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In witness etc

Dat’ xxiiijth April 1621

John Doughtie Thomas Farmer
John Butcher Georg Harrington
Robte Aldworth Thomas Packer
John Eglesfield Robert Rogers

Abell Kitchen
Book of Trade, pp. 86-87

FURTHER ATTEMPT TO OBTAIN PARLIAMENTARY
CONFIRMATION OF THE CHARTER, MARCH 1624

Alsoe this yeare in March anno 1623 the Charter of kinge
Edward the sixte with the Confirmacion thereof and acte of
parliament therevpon graunted by Queen Elizabeth for the
incorporateing of this Company, were sent to London to Mr
John Barker® and Mr John Guy Burgesses for this City to bee
Renewed and enlarged by Acte of parliament. To the furtherance
whereof yt pleased the Mayor and Aldermen to certifie the con-
veniencye thereof for the good of the Commonwelth of this Citty
in generall as appeareth by the Record of the same certificate,?
the Charters and writinges aboue mencioned were brought in by
Mr John Barker and put into the Common chest the 29th of
May 1630%

Book of Charters I, 9b

MEMBERSHIP LIMITED TO BURGESSES
December the sixte day 1624

. . . Alsoe at this Courte yt is ordayned that noe person shalbee
admitted into the Societie of this Company vnlesse they bee
sworne Burgesses of this Citty and inhabitinge within the Liberties
of the same att the tyme of such theire admittance.’

Book of Charters I, 97

1 1624 by modern reckoning.
* M.P. for Bristol 1624-25, 1628-29.

. * This certificate, which is almost the same as that of April 1621, is found
in the Book of Tvade, p. 146. For a third certificate of 1668, see Book of
Charters 11, 73-74.

® The word #nofe in the margin and the words the Charters and writings
- . . 29th May 1630 were added later.

¢ A Roger Williams of Newport had been admitted in the year 1623 /4.
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DEALING WITH STRANGERS

Alsoe this yeere in the xxth Day of December 1626 at a generall
Courte was publiquely read the Ancient Ordinances and Decrees
of this Societie against forebuyenge and bargaineinge for goodes
with Strangers,! before the goodes were broughte in to the Common
Hawle called Spicers hall alias the Back hawle within the same
Citty.2 . . .

Book of Charters 1, ror

BILL TO CONFIRM THE SOCIETY'S CHARTER, 1662
7 January 1662

A Bill for confirming Letters Patents incorporating the Society
of Merchant Adventurers of the City of Bristol, was this Day
read the Second time.

And the Question being put, That the said Bill should be laid
aside ;

It was resolved in the affirmative.?

Journals of the House of Commons, VIII, 340

STRANGERS' GOODS
10 November 1662

Alsoe at this Courte, Mr William Clare was aucthorized and
appoynted to search and enquire of all those who shall from
henceforth buy and sell strangers goodes contrary to the Custome
and privilidge of this Citty. And is ordered to imploye himselfe
only therein. And to informe the sherriffs of this Citty of his
proceedings therein to the end such goodes may be seised as
Forraigne bought and Forraigne solde. For which hee is to haue
the sallary of Tenne powndes per annum. To contynue for six

moneths vnles further order.
Hall Book I, 344

1 Strangers, that is those who were not burgesses of Bristol, might trade
only on certain conditions, See J. Latimer, Merchant Venturers, pp. 15-18.

2 For the rest of the extract and the action taken against certain members
who had offended, see J. Latimer, Merchant Venturers, pp 84-87. See also
nos. 16, 18, 19.

3 A Committee for enlarging the Charters had been set up in January
1658 (Hall Book I, 282), and another in March 1661 (Hail Book I, 326).
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FURTHER ATTEMPT TO OBTAIN CONFIRMATION
OF THE CHARTERS

10 February 1665

Alsoe at this Courte, It is voted, ordered and decreed, That
there shalbe a Peticion made to his Maiestie for the renewing and
confirming of the Charter of this Society. And to procure an
Act of Parliament for the confirmacion thereof, And for the better
and speedier effecting the same, Mr Thomas Langton Master, Sir
Henry Creswicke, Sir Robert Yeamans, Sir John Knight, Mr
Robert Yate, Mr John Knight, Mr. Robert Vickris, Mr Thomas
More, Mr Thomas Scrope, Mr John Aldworth, Mr William Merricke,
Mr Alderman Vickris, Mr Walter Tocknell, Mr Robert Aldworth
and Mr John Haggatt, they, or an seaven of them, are voted,
aucthorized and deputed to acte, contrive and procure the
renewing and confirmacion of the said Charter as aforesaid.
And it is voted and ordered That what chardge shalbe expended
therein shalbe payed by the Haule. And that the said Comittee
shall meete concerning the same at the pleasure and by the order
of the Master.

Hall Book I, 366

18. SOCIETY'S PETITION CONCERNING STRANGERS'

19.

GOODS

12 February 1667

Memorandum alsoe it is voted, ordered and decreed, That a
peticion shalbe preferred to the Maior and Aldermen of this Citty,
That all stranngers goodes shalbe brought into the Back haule
and put into Cellers there, and that noe stranngers shall buy the
same vnles the Freemen of the Company haue the refusall thereof

before the same is exposed to sale.
Hall Book I, 403

FOREIGNERS’ GOODS AND THE BACK HALL
26 February 1667

The peticion of the Company of Merchant Adventurers being
this day read, It is resolved and agreed that a Committee be

chosen to Consider the ancient Actes of this house for bringing of
Forreigners' goods to the Backhall, and against the Freemens

! Foreigner or stranger, i.e. anyone who was not a burgess of Bristol.
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Colouring of,! and intermedling with, Foreigners goods, in order
to their reviving and drawing them vp in one Act of Common
Counsell ; and to prepare such additionall Clauses, as may oblige
the Master of the Hall to keepe the Storehouses and Cellars only
for Forreigners goods, and that Mr Brooks may be likewise ordered
from time to time to give notice to all Strangers of the same, and
to reporte their opinions.?

the Committee

Sherriff Creswick Mr Olliff Mr Young
Mr Griffith Mr Willett Mr Lane
Mr Wright Mr Crumpe Mr Godman
Mr Knight Mr Hurne Mr Cecill

Who are to meete a Munday Morning and to adiourne from
time to time.

C.C.P., 1659-75, p. 154

COMMITTEE FOR THE CONFIRMATION OF THE
CHARTER

11 November 1667

Memorandum That at this Court It is voted ordered and agreed
That the companny shall with all convenient Speed endeauo’ to
procure their Charter to bee confirmed by act of this present
Parliament. And alsoe to procure an Act of Parliament for pro-
hibiting the makeing of White sope or any other sope® made of
Tallowe, Trayne oyle, Rape oyle or any other corrupt Stuffe
whatsoever (except only with oyle olive) And that Mr Walter
Tocknell, Master, Sir Henry Creswick, Sir Thomas Langton, Sir

Robert Yeaman, Mr Alderman Willoughby, Mr Alderman Sandy, Mr William

Mr Robert Yate, Mr John Knight senior,* Mr John Aldworth,

Mr William Hasell, Mr William Lysons, Mr Joseph Creswick, of Mr
Mr Thomas Moore, Mr Gabriel Deane and Mr William Willet, Aldworth

They or any fiue or Six of them, are deputed authorized and
appointed To drawe up and frame any peticion or peticions

! Ie. pretending that the goods belonged to them and not to foreigners.

? For various orders of Common Council concerning the Back Hall and
goods of non-freemen, see Bristol Record Office, Book of Ordinances and Acts,
C.T.04273(2), fos. 33v, 42, 6o, 71v. The Society’s own ordinances of 1618
and 1639 also restricted dealings with foreigners.

3 or any other sope above the line. For the objections to soap made with
tallow, see p. 246, no. 475.

4 sent above the line.

|

—
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certificates or remonstrances whatsoever for the better carrying
on and prosecuting the buisnesses aforesaid, And to imploy a
Soliciter or solicitors to prosecute the same. And to procure
the same to bee effected, And to meete at the Haule as often as
they shall thinke fit from tyme to tyme for the doeing thereof.

Hall Book I, 416

INSTRUCTIONS TO THE SOCIETY'S REPRESENTA-
TIVE CONCERNING TWO PROPOSED BILLS IN
PARLIAMENT, 5 MARCH 1668

The Copie of the Instruccions from the Comittee to Mr Elsworth?
dated the fiveth Day of March 1667.

Mr Elsworth

In pursueance of a vote of the Eleaventh day of November
last of the Society of Marchants of this Citty whereof you are a
member (vizt) That endeavoure should be used for the obteyning
an Act of this Sessions of parliament for the Confirmacion of our
Charters, As alsoe one other Act for the restraint of makeing Soape
with Tallowe, you are hereby desired with all convenient speed
to addresse yourselfe (on the behalfe of the said Society) to Sir
Humphry Hooke and Sir John Knight our Burgesses, and to
advise with them, And alsoe with Sir Robert Atkins, Knight of the
Bath, our Recorder, and with the best Counsell you shall think
off, and can get therein, And to desire theire Assistance for the
more speedy and effectuall accomplishment thereof. But if our
Burgesses or either of them shall either slight these our desires or
refuse to contribute his or theire Assistance in the promoteing
of the said Acts, Then our order is, That you however doe use all
those other best waies and meanes which can and shalbee advised
you for and towards its facilitation and effecting, and upon your
advice and Encouragement, noe reasonable Charge shalbee spared
in the Carrying it on, Soe as wee may not faile of our hoped desires
(vizt) the obteyning of the said Acts, especially that for the Con-
firmacion of the Charters of our Society which wee herewith deliver
you. And such money shalbee returned you on your Letters as
youshall reasonably desire and shalbee Requisite for its furtherance
and effectuall accomplishment. And in its Management, our

1 Later Sir Richard Elsworth. He acted as agent for the Society in this
attempt to get the Charter renewed. See Book of Charlers I1, 70, 71, 83,
84, 98, 99, 116, 117; Hall Book I, 430, 434, 446; J. Latimer, Seventeenth
Century Annals, pp. 290, 291, 297, 299.
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further order is, That endeavo™ be used to make up and prevaile
with Sir Robert Atkinsour Recorder, Mr! Vaughan and Mr Seymore
and some other popular leading Gentlemen of the Honourable
Howse of Commons, Soe as one of them may present our peticion

and Bills to that prudent and Honowurable Assembly the Commons p. 69

of England assembled in parliament, And that the others may
Speake thereto, and in favour thereof, whereby on theire interest,
our just and reasonable desires in our peticion and Bills conteyned
may haue the better reception, And our desires may be answered
thereby. But as to the Fees of passing the Act against makeing
of Soape with Tallowe, you must take care that it be passed on the
publique accompt. Soe heartily wishing its good issue, Wee for
your further warrant haue hereto sett our Common Seale and
Subscribed our names this Fiveth Day of March Anno Regni Regis
Caroli secundi nunc Anglie etc vicesimo Annoque Domini 1667.
And doe remayne your loving friends

John Willoughby Wal’ Tocknell Master
Wm Willett } Wardens Robt’ Yeamans
Will" Hasell William Lysons
Walter Sandy Thomas Moore

Book of Charter 11, 68-69

THE CASE FOR RENEWAL OF THE CHARTERS, 1669®

Reasons to induce the confirmacion of the Charters of the p. 89

Merchants of Bristol And especially of that theire Charter Granted
them 1g° Caroli primi att Oxford against the which the Turkie
and Hamborough Companies haue entred theire Caveats®

18t A Comodo If it is confirmed

Mayitoriramne {Zdl!' Ab incomodo If it is not.

1 Followed by a blank space in the manuscript.

2 This document consists of notes of arguments to be used, and the
meaning is occasionally obscure. It is undated, but the arguments bear a
close resemblance to those used in a petition presented by Elsworth to the
Council on 1 December 1669 (see P.R.O., S.P.29(268, no. 78(i)). It was
probably drawn up by Elsworth, and in the subsequent examination of his
accounts there is an item ‘ For his paines in drawing upp reasons etc hee
hath overcharged oo5i: oo® : ood’. See p. 25, no. 24. Itis a little surprising
that although the document refers frequently to the charter of 22 December
19 Charles I, it does not mention the exemplification of this charter by letters
patent of 23 June 17 Charles IT (1665).

3 The Levant Company and the Hamburg Company (the Merchant
Adventurers of England) were anxious that the Charter granted at Oxford
in 1643 should not be confirmed, since it opened their areas of trade to the
Bristol merchants, and they had entered caveats against the passing of letters
patent until they had been heard.
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15t A Comodo If it is confirmed
for these Reasons

15t Because that thereby that knowne statute law 21 Jacobi!
against Monopolists will receiue Countenance and force Whereas
Its refusall not only absoleets that good wholsome Law, But
Tantamounts to an invasion If not a suppression and Annihilation
of the right of the Merchants of Bristoll who haue not only Charters
6: Edward 6: to incorporate them selves etc and to trade into
parts beyond the seas in Generall words, The Turkie Companies
Charters beinge only of the Grant of Elizabeth and king James,
But have alsoe Charters 19° Caroli primi to trade for Turkie and
Hamborough etc’ with a non obstanti® of those Charters by his
progenito™ granted to the said Turkie and Hamborough Companys

The words of their Charters 19 Caroli primi Being : Whereas
by our Letters pattents under our greate seale wee haue heretofore
granted that the Merchants of our Citty of Bristoll should be
encorporated etc, But they are yet restrained from that free trade
into divers forreigne parts which some other companyes of Mer-
chants by the favour of Vs and our Ancesto™ and predecessors
etc have enioyed and doe enioye, And whereas our good subiects
the Merchants of Bristoll have expressed theire loyaltie and fidelity
vnto vs in these late tymes of difficiency when the Merchants of
our Citty of London who held and enioyed many more priviledges
for the advanceinge of a free and Ample Trade into all Foreigne
parts haue forgotten their Duty vnto vs, their sovereigne etc,
Knowe yee therefore etc.®

241y Because that many Merchants of very large and considerable
fortunes of the Citty of Bristoll would employ the same in a Re-
course of Trade to such parts of Turkie where they might promise
to themselues such Considerable gaines on theire returnes made
home As would bee proporcionable (when least) to, If not above,
the Riscons! they run thereby, But haueinge noe encouragment
at all to adventure theire Estates on the wings of the seas fortune
to those parts wherewith they now Comerce (by reason of the

121 James I, c.3. An Act concerning Monopolies.

* The Oxford Charter of 1643 specifically stated that the grant was made
to Bristol notwithstanding the fact that the Levant and Hamburg Companies
had charters giving them the sole right of trade in the areas concerned.

3 This Charter, granted at Oxford in 1643, is printed in J. Latimer,
Merchant Venturers, pp. 106—-107, from a translation found in Boeok of
Charters 11, 86-88. The original is among the Society’s records.

4 Sie.
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great interlopation! there) They employe such theire greate Estates
either at Bottonvaria? (the ruine of the very beinge of trade and
societies) or at Interest or in purchases.

Whereas the Consequent of such their greate stocks Employ-
ment in a Recourse of Trade Would bee

1%t The greate advance of his Maiesties Revenue of Costomes
Even to neare 30000!! per annum

24y The Tradesmans and poores Employment at home to gaine
them a Livelyhood If not an Estate.

34y The Encrease of shipps of great force and strength and of
Marriners likewise to carry on and manage that Trade in the
tyme of Peace which may and will stand his Maiesties and the
Kingdome in greate stead in the tyme of Warr or a new
Rebellion as in the daies of his Royall Father, To too sad
Experience remembring vs what mischeife those Companies
shipps then did him and howe vnable other Maritane ports
were to resist their force.

4" The spender® of the kingdomes Comerce abroad in Main-
tenance of Its factories grandure by their greater Comittions
according to that Maxime, the greater the Comissions by
Comerce the greater the Creddit and honour of the Merchants
and of the kingdome too, for its riches begetts awe and
veneracion and its opulent Comerce Is its strength by its
shipps and Mariners ; besides what greater signiture can bee
ginen of Tts Riches and strength then its full Comerce and
Multitude of shipps etc.

And surely where there #s a full trade, Riches flowes in, and #. 91

the poore wants not, But if there is noe exportacion there can bee
noe Importacion, And where Comerce languishes the poore is in
Penury. Moreover a rich Trade with forreigne Nations gives
greate Encouragement to the gentry to send theire younger sonns
beyond seas And theire sonns too are allured on its reporte to
Vndergoe an Apprenteshipp, And as great Estates are with them
employed abroad, soe on theire returne they come not home

! The interlopers referred to are presumably retailers and others not
trained as merchants.

? Bottomry. A loan made to the ownef of a ship who pledged the ship
as a security for repayment. If the ship was lost, the lender lost his money.
If it arrived, he received the principal together with interest, which might
often exceed the legal or usual rate.

#? splendour.
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empty handed, haueing alsoe with theire riches greately improved
theire knowedge for the service of theire generacion, whilst for want
of a due Encouragement most Gentlemen keepe them at home,
And what Its sequell is, the Loosenes and debauchment of this
Age gives to too greate demonstracion.

241y Ab Incomodo if it bee not

For these reasons

1st Because his Lord the Lord keepers refusall of his desired
recepi! in order for their confirmacion giues such Countenance to
those Charters of sole Comerce within those places therein men-
cioned heretofore granted to the Turkie and Hamborough
Companies As if it were not in the Royall power and prerogative
of future kings and Queens of this kingdome on any Reasons of
state or prudence whatsoever to grant the like to any society of
Merchants of any other Citty within the same, Whereas such theire
Charters of free and sole Trade and Comerce to and within them-
selues granted vnder submission are supposed to be voydable by,
If not voyde in, lawe and Complainable in Parliament.

For these Reasons

1st For that they were granted in diminution of the prerogative
Royall

2l¥ For beinge a Monopoly within the statute 21 Jacobi and
against the Common Right of their Felow subiects The
Merchants of Bristoll whoe haue Charters to Trade to those
parts as well as themselues

3% For greate wronge and prejudice to his Maiesties Revenue of
Customes vizt A tanto as would on the said Comerce bee
advanced to the Crowne as of the other side?

And the rather

24y Because that thereby they engrosse the richest Trade of the
kingdome to themselues for that although they buy nor sell
not in Joynt stocks, yet considering the paucity of theire
Number put into the Ballance against the vastness and
Richnes of their said Comerce, And that such Comodities and

! The caveats entered against the passing of letters patent were evidently
holding up proceedings.

* The argument seems to be that open trade would lead to greater trade
and a bigger revenue from the customs.
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Manufactures of this Nation as are most vendible and turne
best to Accompt in are only proper for those parts, on which
reasons none but such as are free of those societies or Trade
with them will lay out theire monys therein or buy the same.
And this beinge a grand truth as to the Turkie Companies
Comerce, If not to the other,! it may bee well asserted to bee
such Narrowinge and Contraction of Comerce As in its mase?
effect Tantamounts to a giveinge of prizes® to Comodities for
exportacion beyond which they will not advance, And a
layinge of Rates on Merchandizes imported vnder which they
will.t The tendency whereof must of necessary Consequence
bee a greate Lesseninge to his Maiesties Revenue of Customes
And the ruine that rich Trade, Its sequell In renderinge It
the envy of Neighbour Nations for its value and Riches sake
and giveing them great encouragement to settle greater
Factories in those partes Then the Turkie Companies stocks
is able to ballance.

Whereas the prudence of the Parliament and theire opinion
is to enlarge Trade and not to contract it, Inasmuch as it is the
Manufactures greate exportacion that enriches the Crowne by its
Customes and raiseth at home the Prizes thereof to the Trades-
mens and Poores (yee every ones) advantage. And it is alsoe
the greate returnes made home on its sales abroad that advances
the Royall Revenue by the Duty thereon, Its Cheapnes giveinge

occasion of its greater Consumption And the wisedome and policy p. 93

of kings not eyeing soe much the Merchants greate profitt on
theire Merchandizes sales at theire Marketts beyond seas or on Its
returnes As the Advance of theire owne Revenues thereby And
theire kingdomes well thriveing by its greate Comerce, It beinge
an Vndeniable truth That the freenes and openness of the Mer-
chants Trade to all places begetts its greater recourse.

And surely It is Likewise the prudence and Policy of Kings to
keepe Merchants of seuerall citties in a ballance as well as states,
or otherwise Comerce will not only bee contracted but Monopolised
to its ruine and suffering a fatall If not a Totall Eclips, although
the Monopolizers may perhaps bee enriched thereby.

11.e, the Hamburg Company.

27 most.

2 Prices.

4 The argument is that as these companies controlled the trade, they
could fix the prices of the goods they imported, and could also compel home
manufacturers to sell to them at unreasonably low prices.
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5% Should his Lordshipp not give but refuse his Recepi, may
It not bee supposed to bee an Infringment Quantum in se etc,
of his late Maiesties covenant in the said Charter contained for
the said Merchantes further renewall! etc thereof as Councell
should reasonably advise etc/

The words of the Covenant beinge

And wee doe for us our heires and successors covenant etc to
and with the said Companie of merchants to renew strengthen
and enlarge this our Grante, And to doe such other Acts for their
better enjoyeinge of the benefitt granted or intended to be granted
in such manner and as by theire Councell shall bee reasonably
advised And as shall bee best for the settling and enlargeinge of
theire Trade and for the removeinge and avoydinge of any restrainte
or Impediment that may hinder the same.

And who then can thinke without wonder and Amazement that
there should not bee given greatest veneration and Continuance
to the Charters Even of that Mirror of Kings whose goodnes
transcended his Meridian greatnes, seeing hee willingly yeilded up
his life in sacrifice and laid downe his neck to the Block at the
Feete of his Rebellious subiects of greatest Inhumanities that ever
entred the Theator of this world to that day for the reprivall of
his Prerogative Royall and peoples birth rights from violation and
vassalage.

Book of Charters 11, 8994

SOME EXPENSES IN CONNECTION WITH THE
ATTEMPTED RENEWAL OF THE CHARTER,

1668-1670
1667-8
To Edward Jacob for 30 gallons of secke with bottles and
expended by the Committee at severall? meeteings, I4 00 00

note the sack was sent to London to the Attourny generall about
the Charter.
Treasurer’s Book 11, 24

! In the Oxford Charter, Charles I made certain promises for himself and
his heirs about enlarging the grant in the future, and this refers to the words
of his promise, which the document goes on to quote.

# Followed by #woe struck through.
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OI IO 00

05 00 00

7 April 1669

paid Mr Robert Aldworth! for his attendance about the
Charter

paid William Meredith for procuring the Charter granted at
Oxon

Treasurer's Book II, 25
24, 1670%

Objeccions to Sir Richard Elsworths account li

In primis For 139 days 3° : 4% overcharged 023 :

For his paines in drawing upp of reasons? etc hee

hath overCharged 005 :

For 10! paid him 6% April 68 which have noe

Credit 010 :

By what overcharged in 25! for Fees to severalles
and entertainement of the now Duke of Alber-

75 ¢

marle and other 005 :
To 5! in 10! charged for Clarett, Brandy, and
white wine given to severall 005 :
To 34 weekes Chamber rent o2 ;
To 246 Daies att 35 : 49 per day 041
To 51! taken of in 25! charged for drawing Breifes o005 :
106 :
Due by Sir Richard Elsworths account 182 :
Objeccions as above 106 :
Allowed for his paines 050 :

03 !

00

00 :

00 !

00 !
IO 3
e .9
Q0 :

I3 :
IT :

T3

T &
00 :

04

« 00

00

00

00
00
00
00

04
02

04

I0
00

Soe in all allowed him for Ballance of his account 125 :

Sir Thomas Langton William Merick senior
Alderman Sandy Gabriel Deane
Alderman Willoughby William Lysons
Alderman Yate Thomas Moore

Mr John Knight William Hasell

William Willett

Ty

I0

Book of Charters I1, 99

1 Town Clerk of Bristol, 1653-1676.

* The document is not dated, but it follows a deleted entry of 30 June
1670 stating that the Committee had agreed that Elsworth should have

£125 17s. 10d. for the balance of his account.
3 See p. 19, no. 22,
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PROPOSED ACT TO REGULATE THE TRADE OF
MERCHANT ADVENTURERS

11 October 1670

Then voted and ordered that this society shall endeavo® to
procure an Act of Parliament for the encouragement and regula-
tion of the trade of merchant Adventurers, and Mr Robert Vickris,
Sir Robert Yeamans, Mr Yate, major Streamer, sheriff Eston,
Mr Walter Tocknell, Mr William Willett, Mr Thomas Earle, Mr
John Speed, Mr John Knight Junior are appointed a Comittee to
mannage this business, and what they or any five of them shall
doe herein shall be allowed of by the whole society, and they are
to meete euery thursday in order to it.!

Hall Book I, 464

REGISTER OF MEMBERS 1618-1700%

A Catologue or Register of the names of all® such persons, as
have bine lawfully admitted into the Societie of the maister
wardeins and Comynaltie of the Arte or Misterie of marchantes
Aduenturers of the Citty of Bristoll accounteing them only which
nowe bee, and which* from henceforth shalbee of the same Societie
(the marke in the margent serveing only to discribe the Redemp-
tioner/

1 On 21 Januwary 1671 ‘A Bill for Encouragement of the Trade of the
Merchant Adventurers ' was read the first time in the House of Commons,
but a proposal to read it a second time was negatived (Journals of the House
of Commons, ix, 192).

In June 1673, Elsworth was still trying to get the question of the Charter
brought before the Privy Council. The merchants said that he had ‘ acted
too much allready without either our order or knowledge ', and stated that
they no longer considered him their agent (Book of Charters II, 116, 117).

? The Society did not keep a systematic record of members before 1618,
For a sixteenth-century list of Bristol merchants, see L. U. Wayne, ‘ The
Smyths of Ashton Court’, Trams. B.G.A.S., xxxi, 244260, which prints a
list found loose in John Smyth's account book, 1539-1550, now in Bristol
Record Office. The list is headed ‘ Such as be Merchants and hath credit
of Merchants I think not to be denied to be of the mystery." It contains
124 names, including a baker and a bookbinder. For a list of 76 Bristol
merchants in the Spanish Company in 1577, see P.R.0,, Pat. Roll, 19 Eliza-
beth, pt. 8, m. 1.

3In fact the Register omits 28 names between 1639 and 1651. See
Appendix A,

4 weh above the line.
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Nouember : 1618

dead 5--Mr John Barker
Mr of the Companie dead!
3-+Mr John Whitsone dead
-+Mr Thomas James dead
Mr William Vawer
Mr Mathewe Haviland
Mr Robert Aldworth
Mr Abell Kitchen
Mr John Guy
Mr John Doughtie
Mr William Pitt
Mr John Gonninge
Mr John Langton
Mr Humfrie Hooke
Mr John Tomlinson
Mr Andrew Charlton
Mr Richard Holworthie
3 Mr Thomas Wrighte
Mr Edward Coxe
5 Mr William Jones
Mr Humfrie Browne
5 Mr Richard Longe
Mr Nicholas Meredith
Mr Boulton
John Rowberoe
Thomas Hopkins
Arthur Hibbins
George White
Nicholas Hickes
Thomas Davies
Robert Johnson
Edmund Browne
George Goughe
Michaell Wrighte
William Pitt
William Hickes
John Griffeth senior

bt Rt hWwwhn

1618 : the:

1618 : seauvententh

Robert Haviland
Phillipp Dickenson
Edmund Gainsford
Beniamyn Crokhey
Humfry Fitzherbert
John Locke
Walter Ellis
Phillipp Ellis
Thomas Colston
Francis Derrick
Nathaniell Butcher
William Wyatt
Edward Wakeham
Giles Elbridge
Miles Jackson
Peter Miller
Richard Ellis
Thomas Rowland
William Griffith
Alexander James
John Griffeth
George Butcher
Thomas Adames
Walter Stevins
Edward Paine
William Chetwind
Francis Madley
Richard Vickris
Thomas Slocumb
Richard Stanfast
Francis Creswick
Walter Williams
William Powell
John Gardiner
Erasmus Wrighte
Richard Griffeth

1 Nearly all the names in this list are marked with a cross and followed

by the word dead. Occasionally this precedes the name.

Presumably the

clerk made such entries as each member died. Here they have been printed
only with the first three names.
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16191

Mr Christopher Whitson R/

Thomas Griffeth
Derricke Popley

Edward Williams R/

John Rodburne
Mathias Jones
John Tailer
William Hopkins

1620
Richard Plea R/
Walter Stevens
Thomas Dyer R/

1621
William Canne
Edward Peters

1622
Gabriell Sherman
John Fownes
Thomas Jackson

1623
Martin Pringe
Roger Williams of
Neweporte

1624
John White
John Goughe

1625
William Brinsdon
Edward Moore

1626
Thomas Lewys
George Lane

John Goninge
Edward Pitt
John Langton

1627
William Fitzherbert
Robert Sheward
William Hobson

1628
Thomas Barker
Robert Yeamans
John Lane
Edmond Arrundell
Richard Aldworth
George Lane senior

1629
Robert Challoner
Thomas Neathway
John Moodie

1630
Richard Ashe
Joseph Jackson

1631
Thomas Hooke
Hughe Browne
Thomas Chamber
Thomas Heathcott
Robert Codner

1632
John Drayton
John Cox
Richard Locke

1633
Hughe Griffeth

! The years in this list run from the date of one annual General Court
to another. The date of the Annual General Court varied before 1639, but
it was usually held during one of the last four months of the year. After 1639
it was held on 10 November. In a number of cases, therefore, members
entered in this list under a particular year were actually admitted in the
subsequent year by modern reckoning,



1634
Thomas Wrighte

Richard Skinner
Gittins Lewys
William Colston
Walter Deyos
Phillipp Love

1636
James Barrowe
Christopher Cary
William Merricke

1637
Joseph Tayler
William Yeamans
Josuah Lloyd
Roger Kemys

1638
Thomas Challoner
Walter Tocknell
Richard Bond
Walter Sandye
William Bushe
Edward Lewys
John Bowcher
Thomas Amory?
Edward Tyzon
James Read
Henry Pitt
George Payne
Edward Caple
Erasmus Wrighte
Arthur Kinge

1639
John Knight
William Hore
William Payne
Robert Yate

OF BRISTOL

Nicholas Snell
Thomas Walter
Robert Pitt
William Clare
William Vickris
Anthony Swymmer

1640

Rowland Searchfeild

Peter Leman
Nathaniell Bowcher

1641
Christopher Griffith

1642
William Dale

1646
John Wyatt
Robert Cann now
Sir Robert Cann

Knight and Baronett

1647
William Willett

Richard Deane R/
Thomas Speed
Shershaw Cary
Thomas Southcott
Robert Yeamans
Richard Stephens
Edmond Yeamans
John Willoughby
Henry Hassard

1648

Stephen Keetch Junior

Ralph Husbands
Thomas Jackson
Robert Vickris
John Stone

29

! The names from here to Erasmus Wrighte are bracketed with the words

all dead.

b. 65
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1649
Richard Elsworthy
Peter James
Thomas Moore
John Bowen
James Dyer

1650
Henry Gough
John Peterson
John Knight Junior
William Bullocke
John Webb
John Creswicke
Anthony Horte
John Aldworth
George Bishopp

1651
Robert Sheward
George Keetch

1652
John Hayman
George Moody
Alexander Jackson
Thomas Gookin
George Lane Junior

1653
Andrew Kirby

1654*
Mr Thomas Jackson Junior
Mr John Haggatt
Mr Roberte Aldworth
Judge Whitlocke
John Jackson
William Lysons
Anthony Gay
Nicholas Holwey

! Followed by a deleted entry.

1655
Sir Thomas Langton

1657
Mr John Pope

1658
Charles Williams
Giles Merricke
Joseph Collins
Edward Lannder
William Hasell
William Cann
John Hill

1659
John Alyes

1660
John Speed
William Yeamans Junior
Richard Hart
Knighted 1660
Mr William Cole
Mr Richard Streamer
Mr Thomas Yate
Sir Humphry Hooke
knight
Mr Christopher Woodward

1661
Robert Yeamans Junior
John Peterson
Samuel Dale
William Doninge

1662
Alexander Tompson
Thomas Eston
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1663

Thomas Scrope
Richard Bickham
William Emblen
Phillip Peasley
Mr Thomas Earle

Knighted 1681
Mr William Jackson
Mr John Knight junior
Mr John Wright

1664
Mr William Hobson
James Cade
Thomas Hare
George Bowcher
Thomas Lewis

1665
Jeremy Holwey senior
Gabriell Deane
Joseph Creswicke
Stephen Watts
William Hayman knighted
Edward Tocknell
Henry Deyos
James Hayman
William Rodney
James Whittwood
Christopher Stevens

16661
15 Oct. John Rowe?
1683 disfranchised?
Wm Merricke Junior
now Sir William

1667
John Cooke camerariust

BRISTOL 31

William Rogers
William Swymmer

1668

Samuel Clarke
William Browne
John Challoner
John Pope
Arthur Hart
James Croft Junior
e gratia Mr Thomas

Steevens

1670
George Hart

1671
R /Samuel Hale
Henry Gibbes
Richard Aldworth
son of R/ Samuell Clarke

1672
Thomas Richardson

1673
gratia Lord Marquesse of
Worcester

Edmond Arundell

1674
gratia Lord George Berkeley

R/ Samuell Price

gratia William Mors Beadle
discarded®

John Willoughby

William Willett junior

John Yeaman junior

John Seword

! Followed by a deletion and the words other side.

* John Rowe underlined.

3 Expelled for his part in the Rye House Plot. See p. 49.

4 Chamberlain of Bristol, 1680-1698,

5 See p. 58, no. 106.
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1675
Joshua Wright
John Knight filius

Aldermani Knighted now

Sir John
William Jones
Thomas Moore
Jacob Beele
Richard Wastfelde
R/John Hart

1676

George Bishope
Sir John Churchill

Knight gratia
John Romsey Esqr

Town Clerk gratia
Roger Bathron
Peter Saunders
Thomas Willett
Joseph Bullock

1677
Henry Willoughby
Richard Lane R/
John Cary R/
Henry Daniel R/
Jahzeel Speed
Peter Hiley
John Addis
George Gough
John Ewins

1678

Sir William Clutterbuck R/

1679
John Cann

Walter Lougher
George Morris R/
Thomas Turner R/
Meredith Davies

1680
Thomas Cole
Richard Champneys
R/John Yeamans senior
R/Edward Jones

1681
gratia Edward Cranfeild
Esquire

gratia Charles Lord Herbert
gratia Lord Arthur Somersett

Robert Kirke
R/ James Wathen
Richard Cary

1682
Thomas Colston
John Combes R/
Charles Pope R/
Thomas Earle iunior

1683
Anthony Swymmer
Alexander Stockdall
Walter Willett fil R/
Edward Colston

1684
Robert Yate
William Attwood
Francis Brome

1685
James Earle of Ossory
now Duke of Ormond

1687
Philipp Brome!
Charles Stubbs

1688
Charles Jones R/
Joseph Jackson

! This is bracketed with the following names and marked as dead.
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1690
John Swymmer
Thomas Kirke
George Mason R/
Samuel Price junior
Abraham Elton R/
William Daines R/
Knighted
James Hollidge R/
Nathaniel Haggatt Esq
Steward of the sheriffs
Courte e gratia

1601
Richard Lane iunior
William Hart!
Wikham Price
Thomas Hort
John Hickes
William Mariett
Abraham Hooke R/
Sir John Duddlestone R/

1602
William Clarke R/
Sir Richard Crumpe
Knight R/
Isaac Davies R/
Richard Francklyn R/
William Neads R/

1693
John Bachelor R/

1604
Shershawe Cary?

William Opie R/
Samuel Gardiner

now beadle to the society

BRISTOL 33

1605
John Donning
Anthony Swymmer
Philipp Freke R/
Thomas Dunkin R/3
John Day senior
Francis Rogers R/
Stephen Watts
Henry Watts
John Pope R/

1696
Laurence Browne
Thomas Ditty

1697
Joseph Earle

Hugh Bickham

Miles Jackson

John Blackwell

William Swymmer iunior
Robert Lane

1608
John Day iunior
Abraham Birkin
John Elbridge

1699
Thomas Watkins
John Roach R/

1700
Joseph Bickham
Joseph Whitchurch R/
Henry Swymmer
Abraham Elton Junior
William Shaw

Book of Charters I, 63-67%

1 The names from here to Abraham Hooke are bracketed and followed

by the word dead.

¢ Bracketed with William Opie and followed by the words both dead.
8 Thereis a gap between this name and the nextand a numberof short dashes.

4 The Register in this volume continues to 1765. The number of admissions
in the subsequent period was as follows : 1701-T0, 44 ; 1711-20, 63; 1721-30,

52 ; 1731-40, 57; 1741-50, 21;

1751-65, 35.

| J
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II. REGISTRATION OF APPRENTICES AND
ADMISSION OF MEMBERS

(1) Apprenticeship

By the Society’s Ordinances of 16181 every apprentice was to
be bound for at least seven years, and his term was not to end
before he was twenty-one. During that time he was not to marry
or be absent from his master for over two months. He was for-
bidden to deal as a merchant without licence from his master.?
The indenture of every new apprentice was henceforth to be
enrolled, within six months of his being bound, in a book kept
by the Clerk who was to have 4d. for every enrolment. This was
in addition to the enrolment at the Tolzey which the City required
of all apprentices.

In spite of the definite instruction in 1618, the Society’s Register
of Members’ Apprentices does not begin until 1653, and only
thirty-five names appear in it between then and 8 January, 1685,
on which date it was ordered that, in future, enrolments should
be made in the Hall in the presence of the Society. Records of
enrolments were entered regularly in the Hall Books from that
time as well as in the Register of Members’ Apprentices.

There are 109 names of apprentices in the Register between
1653 and the end of 16gg. Of these, 57 came from Bristol, 2o
from Somerset and Gloucestershire, 5 from Wiltshire, 3 from
Ireland, and the rest from 15 counties. Of the fathers of appren-
tices, 45 were merchants, 28 esquires or gentlemen, 6 mercers,
3 clerks, 3 clothiers, and the rest from 14 different occupations.
In 10 cases the father’s occupation was not given.

(2) Admission to Membership

The Act of Common Council of 1605 which reconstituted the
Society laid down certain conditions for admission,® but the
Society’s own Ordinances of 1618 contained different and more
detailed regulations. The freedom of the Society might be
obtained by apprenticeship, by patrimony or by redemption. It
might also be given gratis, but ex gratia members received the

! For the 1618 Ordinances governing apprenticeship, see ]. Latimer,
Merchant Venturers, pp. 75-78. These were repeated in the ordinances of
1639,

* The Ordinances required such licences to be reported to the Master
and Wardens and to be recorded, but no records have survived.

3 See p. 3, no. 2.
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privileges only for themselves and not for their children or their
apprentices. No retailer or artificer might be admitted without
the approval of a special court. Any one claiming the freedom
by apprenticeship had to give notice to the Clerk and produce
his indenture. If his master was not present, he had to bring a
certificate from him. The fees for those admitted by apprentice-
ship or by patrimony were 4s. 6d. to the Treasurer, 6d. to the
Clerk, and 4d. to the Beadle. Sons of redemptioners had also
to pay a fine of 40s.

Apprenticeship was the commonest method by which entry was
obtained, but between 1639 and 1699 more than a quarter of the
members were admitted by redemption. There was no fixed
admission fine for such redemptioners. Generally speaking, for
the first three-quarters of the seventeenth century fines were
under £20. Fines of £10 and {15 are common, but others ranged
from {3 to £30. For the last quarter of the century fines of {25
and f30 are general. Sir John Duddlestone’s fine of £40' seems
to be the largest paid by any member in the seventeenth century.
Compared with the entry fines charged by some of the London
Companies, these were not high, and although they were tending
to rise in the last quarter of the century, they remained very low
compared with those demanded by the Society itself in the next
century.?

The fact that many redemptioners were admitted in the seven-
teenth century suggests that the Society was willing to recruit
new members, provided they would agree to exercise only the
trade of a merchant. Petitions for admission were rarely rejected,
and fines were usually moderate, although in one or two cases
the applicants considered that they were being asked too much
and refused to pay.

A record of admissions was kept in the Hall Books of which
the earliest surviving volume begins in 1639. A selection of the
entries is given here to illustrate both normal admissions and
certain special cases that came up in the period under considera-
tion.

(i) APPRENTICESHIP
10 November 1653

Thomas Jenninges sonne of Thomas Jenninges late of Hayes
in the County of Middlesex Esquire deceased hath put himselfe

1 See p. 51, no. 88.

*In 1713, the minimum admission fine was fixed at f50; in 1725, at
£100; in 1730, at f200. In February 1738, it was reduced to £1oo in order
to admit eleven members and then raised to £250. In 1765, it was reduced
to £150, but in 1768 was raised to £2o0, at which figure it stood for the rest
of the century. J. Latimer, Merchant Venturers, pp. 222-223.
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apprentice to John Knight the younger of Bristoll merchant and
Mary his wife for seaven years by Indenture dated the Tenth day
of November 1653.

Register of Apprentices, p. 1

3 November 1660

Nathaniel Stephens sonne of Walter Stephens late of the Citty
of Bristoll Mercer deceased hath put himself apprentice to Henry
Gough of Bristoll Merchant and Anna his wife for seaven years
by Indenture dated the third of November 1660.

Register of Apprentices, p. 2

16 Awugust 1664

John Phelps sonne of William Phelps of the Citty of Gloucester
Brewer hath put himselfe apprentice to Walter Tocknell of Bristoll
merchant and Joyce his wife for seaven years by indenture Dated
xxvijo. Augusti: xvj.te Caroli secundi gratia Annoque Domini
1664.

Register of Apprentices, p. 2

29 Jume 1665

William Jones sonne of Henry Jones of the Citty of Bristoll
Clercke hath put himselfe apprentice! fo Walter Tocknell merchant?®
and Joyce his wife! for seaven years by Indenture dated 29" Junij
Anno Domini 1665 Annoque Caroli secundi Decimo septimo.

Memorandum That the Thirtith Day of March 1667 by consent
of the Master, apprentice and freindes the apprentice is discharged
and his Indentures cancelled.

Register of Apprentices, p. 2

29 June 1669

John Sanders sonne of Arthur Sanders of Mattcomb in t
County of Dorset Gent’ hath put himselfe apprentice to Stephs
Watts merchant and Mary his wife for seaven years by Indentu:
Dated 2g"® Junij 1669, Anno Regni Regis Caroli secundi etc xxj'

Register of Apprentices, p. 4

! fo omitted in the manuscript.
* m'chant and his wife inserted above the line.

in
Q
!

GNAR
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9 September 1675

Edmond Scrope son of Adrian Scrope late of Wormsly in the
County of Oxon’ deceased bound to Thomas Speed merchant and
Ann his wife for seaven yeeres by Indenture dated ¢° September
xxvij® Caroli secundi Annoque domini 1675.

Register of Apprentices, p. 5
12 September 1680

William Davis (son of Philipp Davis late of Chester merchant
deceased) bound to John Cary merchant and Mehitabel his wife
for seaven yeeres by Indenture dated xij® Septembris xxxjo
Caroli secundi.

Register of Apprentices, p. 5

13 January 1683

George Sweeting son of Henry Sweeting of Nether-stowey in
the County of Somersett clothier deceased putts himselfe appren-
tice to Arthur Hart merchant! and his wife for seaven yeeres by
Indenture dated xiij° January xxxiiij Caroli secundi Annoque
domini 1682.

Register of Apprentices, p. 7

8 January 1685

ordered that all enrollments of apprentices for the future shalbe
enterd in the Hall (present the society) and then to be allowed
of as good and authentique.
Hall Book I1, 254

16 March 1685

Thomas son of George Morgan was bound to Sir John Knight,
Knight, and Dame Anne his wife for 7 yeares by Indenture dated
xvij® Februarij 1° Jacobi secundi and enrolled in the Tolzey of
Bristoll.2

William son of William Browne merchant bound to his said
father and Martha his mother for 7 yeares by Indenture dated
xx© Februarij 1° Jacobi secundi and also enrolled in the Tolzey.

Hall Book II, 260

! Followed by a blank space.

* The City's Apprentice Books, which record such admissions, survive
from 1532.
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37. 2o July 1686

Memorandum That att this Hall it was voted that the Indentures
of Richard and John White as apprentices to Peter Hiley and the
Indenture of Francis son of William Rogers being now offerd to
be enterd be not enterd till further order, They being look’d on
as collusive,! and the masters respectively to be summoned to
attende to answer this buisness and in default of appearance to
be disfranchised./ And the said William Rogers to give account
why he attends not the meetings of the Hall.

Hall Book 11, 306

38. 9 November 1687

Citty of These are to Certifye the Master Wardens Assistants and
Beistoll Cominalty? of Merchants Adventurers within this Citty, That
Charles Stubbs was on the Eighteenth day of August Anno Domini
1671 bound to me (a Merchant and member of this society) and
to Ann my then wife by Indenture inrolled in the Tolzey of this
Citty according to the Custome of the same Citty and that hee the
said Charles Stubbs hath according to my satisfaccion served out
his time according to the same Indenture and therefore 1 desire
that hee (as haveing been my Apprentice) may be admitted a
member of this Society vnder my hand this Ninth Day of
November 1687.
Tho : Speed?
Hall Book 11, 347
39. 2 February 1693

Mr Francklyn’s Memorandum That Joshua Francklyn son of Joseph Francklyn

AppaeaLs late of Cork in Ireland gent deceased bound to Richard Francklyn
merchant (a member of this society) and* his wife for seaven yeeres
By Indenture (inrolled in the Tolzey) dat jmo Decembris 1692.

Hall Book II, 520
40. 4 May 1693

Mr Bromes Memorandum that Francis Harvey (son of John Harvey of
BELYs Killenn Magna in the kingdome of Ireland Esquire) bound to

! Apparently it was suspected that the apprentice had not actually served
his time as an apprentice, and was trying to obtain entry to the Society
fraudulently and cheaply. See p. 40, no. 48.

% Coialty in the manuscript, with a line denoting contraction.
4 Signature.
4 Followed by a blank space.
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Francis Brome (a member of this Hall) and Ann his wife for vij
yeares by Indenture dated 7° March 1692 and enrolled in the
Tolzey.

Hall Book 11, 526

10 November 1603
William Shaw (son of Thomas Shaw late of Manchester in Mr Charles
the County of Lancaster gent deceased) was by Indenture dated iggfﬁ;gﬁe
xxvij® Julii 1693 bound to Charles Jones (a member of this society)
and! his wife for vij yeeres which Indenture is inrolled in the
Tolzey.
Hall Book 11, 541

10 November 1694

Memorandum that Richard (son of Francis Tuthill of Bridge- Mr Hooke his
water in Somersetshire Apothecary) bound to Abraham Hooke (a 2PPrentice
member of this society) and Elizabeth his wife for vij yeeres By
Indenture (enrolled in the Tolzey) Dated 29 Octobr 1693.

Hall Book 111, 14
10 November 1694

Memorandum That Meredith Phillipps (son of William Phillipps Mr Elton his
of Brecon’ Gent) was bound apprentice to Abraham Elton (a 2PPTentice
member of this society) and Mary his wife for vij yeeres By
Indenture (enrolled in the Tolzey) dated iijo August 1694.

Hall Book 111, 15
24 October 1695

Memorandum That xvii® Octobr’ 1695. Brice Nicholls son of Mr Edward
John Nicholls of Castle Comb in Comitate Wilts’ Clothier bound gggf:ntice
apprentice to Edward Jones (a member of this Hall) and Grace

his wife for vij yeeres by Indenture inrolled in the Tolzey.
Hall Book 111, 45
19 December 1694

xix® Decembr’ 1694 Jeremias Philipps sonn of William Philipps Mr Hollidges
late of Penrythen in Comitate Glamorgan gent’ deceased bound *PPrentice
to James Hollidge a member of this hall and Susanna his wife
for vij yeeres by like Indenture,
Hall Book 111, 45
! Followed by a blank space.
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20 May 1695

xx° May 1695 William Bowdler sonn of Marmaduke Bowdler
draper bound to John Batchelor a member of this society and
Susanna his wife for vij yeeres by like Indenture.

Hall Book 111, 45
10 November 1697

Memorandum That William Rogers son of Robert Rogers of
Corke in the Kingdome of Ireland merchant bound to Francis
Rogers a member of this Society and Sarah his wife for vij yeeres
by Indentures dated the xxx° June 1696 and enrolled in the
Tolzey accordinge to the custome of this City.

Hall Book II1, 105
26 November 1697

Some dispute ariseing about Mr Francis Rogers his enrolling
his apprentice William Rogers, It is voted that the said Mr Francis
Rogers shall within two moneths next comeing give a satisfactory
account to thisgHall of the legallity of the premisses.

Hall Book III, 111
11 March 1698

Memorandum That at this Hall Mr Francis Rogers produced
a certificate of the legallity of his binding his brother William
Rogers to himselfe, and the enrollment of him in the Hall booke

is allowed of.
Hall Book II1, 119

15 June 1699

Richard Salter demanded his freedome of this Hall for that he
was apprentice to Mr John Cann (a late member of this society) ;
the members thinking it to be collusively don asked him seuerall
questions (i.e. whether ever he lodged in the said Mr Canns house
to which he answered in the negative, whether he was turned
over to any other merchant after the death of the said Mr Cann
and whether he at any time during his said masters life served
his said Master either in keeping his bookes and copying his letters
to which he alsoe answered in the negative, whereupon he was
dismissed and the Hall to consider whether he be admitted or
not until the next Hall.

Hall Book I11, 147
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(i) ADMISSION OF MEMBERS

1618
More x!! Received of Mr William Pitt Draper for his
admission the 4th of December 1618 0I0 00 00
More Received! of Thomas Grifeth gouldsmith ij!
for his admision 002 00 00
Treasurer’s Book I, qv
1621-2

more for ix® Received of Edward Petre and William
Canne merchantes for their admission into the said
Society 0000 09 00

Treasurer’s Book I, 7v

20 April 1639

Att a generall Courte of this Societie. holden this xxt day of Memters
Aprill anno 1639' ! ?]:.?:f:: Croft?
Att this Courte James Crofte merchant is admitted
into this Society for that hee was the apprentice of Mr > iiij® vjd
Richard Holworthy Alderman, and hath paide

James Croft?

. . . Alsoe at this Courte Thomas Gay merchant® is) Thomas Hay*
admitted into this Society for that hee was the appren- > iiij® vjd
of Mr Edward Peter merchant and hath paid

Thomas Gay

. . . Alsoe at this Courte John Scholer merchant is] John
admitted into this Societie for that hee was the appren- - iiijé vja Schooler®
tice of Mr Nathaniell Butcher and afterwardes served
Mr John Gardner merchant and hath paide

John Schooler
Hall Book 1, 5

! Rec : in manuscript. The abbreviation can be extended in a number of
ways.
2 Marginal note in a different hand from the entry.

% The names at the end of the records of admissions are the signatures
of the new members.

4 Marginal note in a different hand from the entry. It gives the name
incorrectly as Hay.

5 Followed by for struck through.
¢ Marginal note in a different hand from the entry.
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54. 31 May 1639

55.

56.

57.

William Clare merchant is admitted into the Society
of the Company of merchantes adventurers of this Citty
by Redempcion at the fine of twenty five poundes which > xxvli
hee promiseth to pay vnto the Treasurer of this Society

when hee shall require it.
William Clare

Hall Book I, 6

15 July 1639
Richard Long the younger marchant is admitted into
the Societie of the Company of marchantes adventurers
of this Citty for that hee is the sonne of Mr Richard » iiij? vjd
Longe alderman and a merchant of this Citty, and is a
Burgesse of this same Citty and hath paide

Richard Longe Junior
Hall Book I, 6

22 July 1639

. . . John Knighte marchant is admitted into the
Societie of the Company of marchantes adventurers of
this Citty for that hee was the apprentice of Mr Walter ijli
Deyos merchant and for that hee was bound apprentice
to his masfer before his masfer was admitted into this
Societie hee hath paide xIs
John Knight
1639
Hall Book I, 7

2z July 1639

Job Willoughby marchant is admitted into the Societie of the
Company of marchantes adventurers of this Citty by Redempcion
at the fine of twenty poundes which hee by William Yeamans
of this Society vndertaketh to pay vnto the Treasurer of this
Societie when it shalbee required Job Willoughby?

William Yeamans!

Hall Book I, 7

1 Signature.
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20 September 1639

Stephen Keech an owner of shipping is admitted Stephen
; 3 Keech!
into the Society of the Company of merchantes
adventurers of this Citty? by Redempcion at the »xiij!f vj® viijd
fine of thirteene poundes sixe shillinges eight pence,
which hee promiseth to pay the xxiiij Day of
December next

Stephen Keech

Hall Book I, 13
11 November 1639

William Hoare merchant is admitted into the
Societie of the Company of marchantes Adven-
turers of this Citty For that hee referred himselfe »xviij!! vjs viijd
to the vote of the Company and is balloted at the
fine of twenty markes which hee promiseth to pay
vnto the Treasurer when hee shalbee required.

William Hoare
Hall Book I, 14
11 November 1639

Thomas Walter merchant ys admitted into the
Society of the Company of merchantes Adventurers of
this Citty by guifte of the Company being that hee > ivs vid
hath byne a dilligent servant vnto this Society paieng
onely iiij® vjd.
Thomas Walter

Hall Book 1, 14
11 November 1639

Robert Pitt marchant ys admytted into the liberties
of this Citty® for that hee was the sonne of Mr William
Pitt marchant and hath exercised the trade of mar- » iiij® vjd
chandizing within this Citty for many yeeres past and
hath paid
Robert Pitt

Hall Book I, 14

1 Marginal note in different hand from the entry.
? Followed by for that struck through.
® An error for Society.
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3 December 1646

Alsoe on this day Mr William Yeamans is admitted a free
Burgesse of this Society, For that hee hath bin bread in, and
exercised the trade of a Marchant Adventurer in this Citty the
greatest parte of his tyme, And hath agreed to pay for his Free-
dome the summe of Tenne powndes of lawfull money of England.?

Hall Book I, 91

6 April 1647

Alsoe this day Mr William Willett is admitted a free Burgesse
of this Company for that hee was borne in this Citty and allwayes
bread vp in the way of a Marchant, and hath agreed to pay for
his Freedome Five powndes.

Wm Willett

Hall Book I, 99
23 October 1647

Alsoe at this Courte, vpon the Peticion of Mr Thomas Speed
to be admitted a free Burgesse of this Society, It was voted as
followeth (viz.t) by Mr Hugh Browne Master, That hee shalbee
admitted for six poundes thirteene shillinges and foure pence for
a Fine ; And it was voted by the Rest of the Company that hee
shalbee admitted for Five Poundes Fine. Wherevpon the said
Thomas Speed is admitted a Burgesse of this Society for Five
powndes Fine. And for that hee married the late wife of Mr Roberte
Yeamans deceased, being® in his life tyme a Burgesse of this
Society, And for that his being a free Burgesse of this Society will
and is like to tende to the good and benefitt of the® children of
the said Robert Yeamans deceased.?

Hall Book I, 1058

! Marginal note in different hand from the entry.
2 This entry is not followed by the new member’s signature.

3 Thomas in mistake for William. It has been struck through in pencil,
and William added above the line.

4 Marginal note in different hand from the entry.
5 Followed by a burgesse struck through.
¢ Followed by fre struck through.

? Robert Yeamans was one of the leaders of the royalist plot to open the
gates to Prince Rupertin 1643, and was hanged together with George Butcher.
He left a widow, who was pregnant, and eight small children. Thomas Speed
married his widow.

8 There is no signature after this entry.
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65. 10 November 1648

Alsoe at this Courte, it was referred to a vote, whether John John Stone!
Stone shalbe admitted a free Burgesse of this Society or not, the same?
according to the Composicion made with him by the Comittee
appoynted to Treat with him touching the Prisage? for one yeare
beginning at Michaelmas last past ; Wherevpon it was voted that
the said John Stone shalbe admitted, And was admitted a free
Burgesse of this Society, Vpon Condicion neverthelesse, That if
the said John Stone shall at any tyme hereafter vse or exercise
the trade of a Grocer vnto which trade hee was bound apprentice,

That then hee shalbee vtterly excluded and disfranchised of and
from this Society, notwithstanding his said admission. For which
admission the said John Stone hath payed to the Treasurer the
summe of Twenty powndes.

John Stone

Hall Book I, 129
66. 10 November 1648

And whereas Alexander Gray hath peticioned the Master and Alexander
Company of this Society to be admitted a free Burgesse of this? Sr&%niﬁszn
Society ; It was therevpon voted, That the said Alexander Gray
shalbe admitted a free Burgesse of this Society ; hee paying the
Fine of Twenty powndes for his admittance. which hee refuseing
to pay, was not admitted.

Hall Book I, 130

67. 7 January 1651

Alsoe at this Courte Mr John Creswicke merchant is admitted John Creswicke
a free Burgesse of this Society, for that hee was the sonne of Mr. ﬁiﬁ%‘ir?
Franncis Creswicke a late member of this Society and for that the
said John Creswicke vseth noe other trade then the trade of a
merchant and hath payd to the Treasurer iiij.8 vj.4 and to the
Clerke x4.

John Creswicke
Hall Book I, 184

1 Marginal note in different hand from the entry.

2 The Crown had the right to take one-tenth of each cargo of wine, and
the price given was usually under the market price. The right was generally
farmed.

3 Marginal note in different hand from the entry.
4 Followed by Citty struck through.
5 Marginal note in different hand from the entry.
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20 January 1651

. . . Alsoe at this Courte, the Master and Company takeing into
consideracion the many favours and curtesies done vnto this
Company by Mr George Bishoppe at London, Did admitt the said
Mr George Bishoppe a free Burgesse of this Society, Provided?
that hee shall not at any tyme hereafter be priviledged to make
any sonne or servante of his a free Burgesse of this Society, by
vertue of this his admission otherwise then according to the Booke

of Orders formerly made by this Society
Geo : Bishope

Hall Book I, 187

17 February 1651

Alsoe, at this Courte, the Master, Wardens, assistantes and
Cominalty® of this Society takeing into consideracion the many
favours done vnto this Society by the Right Honowurable Major
generall Skippon and Major generall Harrison, did vote and
admitt the said Major generall Skippon and Major generall Harrison
free Burgesses of this Society, vpon Condicion that they shall not
be privilidged to make their sonnes, servantes or apprentices free
of this Society by vertue of this their admission. And the said
Comittees elected touching the Calueskin businesse are desired to
intimate by Lettere to the said Major generall Skippon and Major
generall Harrison this their admission, in thankfulnesse for their

favours.?
Hall Book I, 189

14 October 1654

Memorandum That at this Courte Mr John Jackson is admitted
a free Burgesse of this Society, for the Fine of three powndes,
which hee hath promised to pay to the Treasurer.

John Jackson
Hall Book I, 250

1 Marginal note in different hand from the entry.

2 Followed by sk struck through.

3 Coialty in the manuscript, with a line denoting contraction.
4 Marginal note in different hand from the entry.

5 On 2 December, 1645, Major-General Philip Skippon had been made
governor of Bristol and may have had contacts with the merchants at that
time. Presumably he and Harrison had been of help to the merchants in
their dispute with Hugh Lewis over the export of calf-skins. See p. 118.
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10 November 1660

Also at this Court Mr Humphrey Hooke is admitted a member
of this Society, and for the fine which he is to pay, is by the voate
of the Company, referred to himselfe,! And hath paid to the
Treasurer iiijs. vjd. to the Clerke 109.

Humpy Hooke

Hall Book I, 313
12 December 1663

Memorandum That the same Courte Mr John Wright was ad-
mitted a free Member of this Society, For the guifte of a silver
Tankard. And hath payed the vsuall Fees.

John Wright

Hall Book I, 355
10 November 1668

Arthur Hart merchant is admitted a member of this Society, Arthur Hart?

- sxa :~h haveing served
for the Fyne of Forty shillings by vote of the company, which part of his

fyne with the vsuall Fees hee doth promise to pay as accustomed. apprentishipp

which was soe done for that hee had not served his full appren- to @ Lynnen
Draper and was

tishippe but was turned over to serue another Master. turned over to
serue the rest
Arthur Hart of his tyme
with a

Hall Book I, 437 Merchant
21 March 1672

At this hall Samuel Clarke on his peticion now exhibited was
admitted a member of this society for that he was the sone of
a late member of this Hall by redempcion And doth promise to
pay Mr Treasurer on demand the accustomed Fine of Forty
shillings and the other vsuall Fees to the Clarke etc.

Samuell Clarke
Hall Book II, 26
29 August 1673

Memorandum That at this Court or Hall The right Honowurable
Henry Somersett Lord Herbert Baron of Chepstowe Raglan and
Gower Earle and Marquesse of Worcester Lord President and
Lord Lieutenant of Wales and the Marches and of the Citty of

1 Followed by to pay struck through.
2 The name is in a different hand from the entry.
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Bristoll and County of the same Knight of the most noble order
of the Garter, and one of his Maiesties most Honowurable Privy
Councell was admitted a member of this Society.!

Worcester

Hall Book 11, 50
31 August 1674

Memorandum That, Att this Court or Hall It was voted and
ordered That William Mors our Beadle? be admitted gratis a
member of this society, And thereupon he was called in and he
promised to be conformable and obedient to the orders rules and
constitutions of this Hall but not to take any benefitt hereby for
freedome of any child or apprentice.

W Mors

Hall Book 11, 70
29 September 1676

Memorandum That at this Court or Hall the right worshipfull
Sir John Churchill knight a free Burgesse of this Citty and Attorney
Generall to his Royal Hignesse the Duke of Yorke was by an
unanimous vote elected and admitted a member of this society.?

Jo : Churchill

Hall Book II, 100
16 October 1677

Then also Mr John Cary* (son of Mr Shershaw Cary a member
of this society) was admitted into the society on his petition now
exhibited, and his promise of payment of ten poundes to Mr
Treasurer for the vse of this society.

I doe promise to pay to Mr Treasurer ten poundes on demannd,
and I wilbe obedient and conformable to the rules orders and
constitutions of this society.

John Cary

Hall Book 11, 114

1 Henry Marquis of Worcester who succeeded James Duke of Ormonde
as Lord Lieutenant of Somerset and Bristol in 1672. He became Duke of
Beaufort in December 1682.

2 See p. 58, no. 106.

3 Son of Jasper Churchill of Bradford, Somerset, and cousin to the great
Duke of Marlborough. Recorder of Bristol, December 1682 ; Master of the
Rolls, January 1685.

4 Author of An Essay on the State of England in velation to its Trade,
etc., An Account of the Proceedings of the Covporvation of Bristol . . . for the
better employing and maintaining the Poor, etc., and numerous other works.
For his activities as the Society’s agent in London, see pp. 258-260.
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79. 10 November 1677

80.

81.

Henry Daniel vpon his peticion now exhibited setting forth #. 778
that hee had serued Mr Richard Deane (a member of this society)
here and beyond the seas as an apprentice for the terme of seauen
yeeres and upwards but was not bound to him by Indenture
inrolled in the Tolzey as usuall is admitted a member of this
society soe as hee pay Forty shillings to Mr Treasurer by way of
redempcion and alsoe 48 64 the vsuall Fees on admission of appren-
tices and to the clerke and beadle their accustomed Fees.

I doe promise to pay to Mr Treasurer for the vse of the Hall#. 119
Forty foure shillings and six pence and to the clerke and Beadle
their accustomed Fees and I will be subject to and ordered by the
lawes and constitucions of this Society.

Hen Daniell

Hall Book I1, 118, 119
10 November 1681

Voted that Mr James Wathen be denyed the freedome of thist#- 78¢
Hall (as apprentice to Mr Henry Gough) for that it appears hee
was only colourably bound an apprentice to him. But how-
soeuer hee desireing (viva voce) that hee might be admitted a
Member of this Hall paying a small fine it is voted if paying Forty
shillings to Mr Treasurer and the usuall Fees to the Clarke and
Beedle hee be admitted accordingly.

I doe promise to be obedient to the ordinances of this Hall?- 759
and to pay to Mr Treasurer Forty shillings within six daies next
comeing and to the Clarke and Beedle their accustomed Fees.

Ja Wathen

Hall Book II, 188-189
15 October 1683

Voted by this Hall nemine contradicente that John Rowe being
suspected to be in the late horrid conspiracy against the life of
his sacred maiestie and his only and deare brother James Duke
of York and being fled from Justice to Rotterdam or other parts
beyond the seas Be disfranchised of this society and his name
expunged out of the Hall booke ; and so ’twas then done.?

Hall Book II, 216

1 Followed by Citty struck through.

2 See p. 51, nos. 87, 89. He had been the City Sword Bearer. For his partin
Bristol politics, his share in the Rye House Plot and Monmouth’s rebellion,
and his activities in Bristol after the Revolution, see J. Latimer, Sevenfeenth
Century Amnals, pp. 391-2, 396—7, 398, 404, 417—19, 429, 463.
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17 December 1683

Memorandum That at this Hall Mr Edward Colston (as being a
free Burgess of this City and a meere merchant and son of Mr
William Colston merchant deceased a late member of this society)
was admitted into the liberties of the same society.

I doe promise to be obedient to the rules and constitutions of
this Hall and will pay to Mr Treasurer and the Clerke and Beadle

the accustomed Fees.
Edward Colston

Hall Book II, 226
22 August 1685

Memorandum That att this Court or hall it was voted and
ordered that the Right honourable James Earle of Ossory! viscount
Thurles Baron of Moore Parke and one of the Gentlemen of his
Maiesties Bedchamber be from henceforth a member of this
Society And that the Clerke attend his Lordshipp att Badminton

with an exemplificacion of this vote.
Hall Book I1, 271

7 May 1689

ordered that Mr Abraham Elton and Mr Thomas Edwards
merchants vpon their peticions now exhibited be admitted mem-
bers of this Society they paying respectively to the vse of the
sayd society the summe of Fifty poundes sterling.?

Hall Book 11, 404

13 October 1690

Voted that the former order made for Mr Abraham Eltons
admission on payment of 501! be vacated.

Voted and ordered That the said Abraham Elton on his petition
now exhibited be on payment of thirty poundes admitted a
member of this society.

I will pay to the Treasurer the Fine of thirty poundes and the
accustomed Fees to the clerke and beadle And I wilbe obedient

to the ordinances and rules of this society.
Abra : Elton

Hall Book 11, 456

1 Son-in-law to the Duke of Beaufort.
2 Elton was later admitted for £30. Edwards did not become a member.



86.

87.

88.

89.

90.

OF BRISTOL 51

10 November 1690

Alsoe ordered that Mr Nathaniel Haggatt! be presented with
a vote for his being a member of the Hall but to receive noe
benefitt thereby it being honorary and given him gratis.

Hall Book 11, 462
8 April 1691

Memorandum That at this Hall Mr John Rowe? appeared and
demanded his freedome, and there vpon the vote of his dis-
franchisement was read to him, wherevpon he said he left it to
their consideration whether he should be restored or not and
departed. Therefore "twas voted that it be left to some other
Hall.

Hall Book I1, 468

10 November 1691

Voted that Sir John Duddlestone be on his petition now 4oli Sir John
exhibited be admitted into the freedom of this society upon DPuddlestone
payment of Forty poundes to the Treasurer.

Then also voted that Mr Abraham Hooke be (on his petition
now exhibited) admitted on payment of thirty poundes to the
Treasurer.

..« Mr Abraham Hooke being called in and declaring he would
not accept of the vote made vpon his petition : It is voted that
his petition be rejected.

Hall Book II, 482

2 October 1693

Vpon Mr John Rowes application that he might be dismist John Rowes
from this society on receipt of the Fine he paid for his freedome g‘zl}?ggfggent
It is voted and ordered that on his signing an instrument whereby
he relinquishes all benefitt of freedom of this society Mr Treasurer

doe refund to him the Fine wch he paid for his incomb.
Hall Book 11, 538
4 April 1695

Memorandum That John Donning (son and apprentice of admission of Mr
William Donning deceased a late member of this society) being Jeia Wemning

1 Steward of the Tolzey Court, September 1690.
2 See p. 49, no. 81.
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this day as such sworne a free Burgesse of this city (as Mr Cooke
now present in hall hath certifyed) is admitted into this society
on paying the accustomed Fees.

I doe promise to be conformable to the constitutions of this
society and will pay the vsuall Fees to the Treasurer Clerke and
Beadle. Jn° Donning

Hall Book 111, 32

91. 14 November 1695

Memorandum that the petition of Mr Stephen Peloquin!
merchant (a native of France but a Burges of this City) to be
admitted into this society was read, and by a vote of the Hall
rejected.

Hall Book I11, 53

92. 17 January 1696

Mr John Pope . .. voted that Mr John Pope (a free burgess of this city and

:gém}t{tﬁi into hread in no other trade than merchandizing) be admitted into this

30 incombe  society vpon his payment to Mr Treasurer of thirty poundes for
his incombe.

I doe promise to pay the said thirty poundes to Mr Treasurer

and the accustomed Fees to the clarke and beadle And to be

obedient to the ordinances? of this Society. John Pope
Hall Book III, 62

1 Member of a wealthy Huguenot family. No reason was given for his
rejection, which was presumably on religious grounds.

% ordinnces in the manuscript, with a line denoting contraction.
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IIT. OFFICERS, HALL MEETINGS, AND
GENERAL ADMINISTRATION

The miscellaneous extracts in this section are intended to
illustrate something of the organization and administration of
the Society. The chief officers were the Master, the two Wardens,
and the Treasurer, who were elected annually. Document no. 93
is the earliest surviving reference to the elections,! but it was not
in fact written until some thirteen years after the events it
records.? The names of the Assistants are preserved from 1620.3
They were twelve in number from 1618 to 1639, when the new
Ordinances reduced them to ten. In the same year there was a
change in the procedure for electing the Master (no. 97).

Some of the extracts refer to the Clerk, the Beadle, and the
Collector of the Hall’'s Duties.# The Ordinances of 1639 ordered
that the duties of the Clerk and the Beadle should be performed
by one person, but this arrangement was not permanent. The
Beadle eventually took over the duties of the Collector, and in
addition became Bailiff for the Manor of Clifton (no. 107). There
is one reference to the appointment of an Assistant Clerk (no. 98),
but the experiment was not repeated.

Document no. 109 illustrates the form of the Minutes kept by
the Clerk and the general nature of the business at Hall meetings.
It seems desirable to print one such report at length, as a con-
siderable number of extracts in this volume are taken from the
Hall Books.

Illustrations of the part played by Committees and by special
representatives in conducting the Society’s affairs will be found
in other sections. Regulations concerning elections, procedure at
meetings, and the duties of the officials are given in detail in the
Ordinances of 1618 and 1639. The oaths taken by the officials,
and the bonds given by the Treasurer and the Beadle are also
preserved in the Society’s records.®

! The names of the Master and Wardens of the merchants in 1500, 1552,
1566 and 1569 have been preserved, but there is no continuous record until
1605. See ]J. Latimer, Merchant Venturers, pp. 26, 40, 46, 5I.

2 Book of Charters I was begun in 1618, but it records the names of the
officials from 1605.

3 Book of Charters I, 89 et seq.

4 See pp. 56, 57, 63.

5 For the oaths of officials, see Book of Charters I1, 8-10 ; for the Treasurer’s
Bond, see Book of Trade, p. 79 ; for the Beadle’s Bond, see Hall Book I11I, 99.
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ELECTION OF OFFICERS

the seaventh daie of May annc 1605!

Memorandum that at a generall Courte, and by full Consent of
the Maister Wardeins and Commonalty aforesaide in ample
nomber assembled, holden in theire Common hall (called Saint
Clementes Chappell) the daie and yeere abouesaide, by vertue of
the Letters patentes, Liberties, and Priviledges of the said Societie
are Elected and Chosen to remayne in Office for the yeere followinge

Mr John Hopkenes maister
Mr William Vawer
Mr John Whitsone ,
Mr Thomas Aldworth  Treasouror

Book of Charters I, 33*

wardeins

Octavo die Mensis Octobris anno Domini 1611

Memorandum that at a generall Courte (and by full consent) of
the Maister Wardeins and Commonalty aforesaide in ample
nomber assembled, holden in theire Common Hall the day and
yeere aboue written, are elected and Chosen for the yeere follow-
inge.

Mr John Whitsone Maister

Mr John Barker }war defins
Mr John Gonninge

Mr John Guy Treasourour

Book of Charters 1, 45

95. PAYMENTS TO THE CLERK

1618-19
more iiij!! paid Richard Grifith for writinge The
merchantes bookes and his wages 004 00 00
. . more iiij!! paid to Richard Grifeth Clarke to
the Companie of marchantes for his Wages for one
whole yeere ended at Michaelmas 1619. 004 00 00

Treasurer’s Book I, 5

1 This is a very unusual date for the holding of elections. From 1606-
1639, they were always held in October, November or December. Under the
Charter of 1639, the date was fixed as 10 November. It is possible that the
clerk writing more than thirteen years after the event may have made an
error in the date. See p. xxiv, note 7.

2 In the early part of Book of Charters I the records of elections are
followed by notes of the main events of importance affecting the Society
during the period of office of those elected.
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LATE ARRIVALS AND ABSENTEES

22 July 1639

Alsoe att this Court theis gentlemen, namely Alderman Tom- Members who
linson, Mr John Goning the younger, Mr Gabriell Shereman, Mr came late!
William Cann, Mr Hughe Browne, Mr William Colston, Mr Richard
Ashe, Mr Michaell Wright, Mr Arthur King, Thomas Amory,
Edward Totnell and John Schooler came late, after the glasse was
Runne out and Turned againe.

Alsoe att this Courte Theis persons viz Absentees!
Alderman Holworthy Gittins Lewys

Alderman Jones John Bowcher

Mr Miles Jackson Henry Pitt

Mr William Hobson James Crofte

Thomas Heathcott Thomas Gay

Christopher Carye Richard Bond

John Goughe John Drayton

Richard Lock George Payne

Edward Lewys
being all of them warned to bee at marchantes Hall on Monday
the 22th July at three of the Clock after noone, made default of
apparance.
Hall Book 1, g

METHOD OF ELECTING THE MASTER
the xjth November anno 1639

Att a generall Courte of the maister Wardeins and Comonalty gualification
of the Arte or mistery of marchantes adventurers of the Citty of of Master
Bristoll in ample nomber assembled in theire Common Hawle yt ;Vsiﬁﬁfa‘ftsi"d
was agreed that not onely at this tyme but att all tymes hereafter
the manner of Eleccion of the maister Wardens and Assistantes
shalbee thus. vizt. the maister to bee chosen for the tyme being
shalbee chosen out of three, whereof one to bee named by the
master? for the tyme being, one by the wardens and assistantes,
and the third by the Comynalty,* and according to this order the
maister wardens and assistantes are this day Chosen and sworne
being this present eleventh day of November 1639 . . .5

Hall Book I, 15

1 Marginal notes in a different hand from the extract.
2 Marginal note in a different hand from the extract.
3mr in the manuscript standing for master or maister.

4 The only restriction hitherto had been that the member chosen must
previously have been a Master or Warden (Ordinance of 4 April 1639).

5 Followed by the names of those elected.
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APPOINTMENT OF AN ASSISTANT CLERK
10 November 1641

And itt is further agreed by a generall consent of the whole
Companie now assembled that William Vertue shalbee an
Assistant vnto Richard Griffeth Clarke vnto this Societie during
the life of Richard Griffeth they behaueing themselves to the
content of this Companie.

Hall Book I, 44

COLLECTOR OF DUTIES
10 November 1642

Alsoe att this Court Mr Richard Ashe is elected and chosen
To bee collector of the wharfadge kannadge and planckadge,
tonnadge to the poore, grocerie and all other duties of shippinge!
belonging to this Societie, as well of Freemen as of strangers To
the vse of this Societie. . . And hee to haue Thirtye powndes per
annum To bee paid him quarterlie And to pay all paimentes of this
Company.

Hall Book I, 57

11 April 1650

Alsoe at this Courte, it is ordered, That Richard Ash his sallary
shalbe augmented from Thirty powndes to Forty powndes from?
our Lady day last for one yeare then next ensewing, In con-
sideracion whereof the said Richard Ash doth promise to secure
the Hall duetyes to the Treasurer for this yeare ending* at our
Lady day 1651.

Hall Book I, 154

HALL MEETINGS AND DINNERS
10 November 1664

And whereas there haue bin many meetinges appoynted and
the Company warned to meete at the Haule, which haue bin often
tymes refused and neglected, And for want of appearance nothinge
hath bin done in order to the businesse of the Haule upon such

1 of shippinge above the line. For these various duties, see pp. 136, 244.
2 In a different hand from the extract.

3 Followed by a deletion.

4 Followed by Five and Twentyth of November nexte struck through.
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sommons, It is this day ordered and decreed! for the better
carryinge on the businesse of the Haule for this next yeare and
yearlie afterwardes duringe the pleasure of the Haule That the
Master, Wardens, Assistantes and Treasurer and Clerckes belong-
ing to the Company shalbe warned to appeare in their common
Haule, on the Tenth Day of February next, the roth Day of May
And the 1oth day of August, over and aboue thother dayes of
meeting? appoynted by the Master, then and there to acte and
contrive the good and benefitt of the Company, And that on euery
one of these dayes there shalbe a Dinner provided for them at the
chardge of the Haule, Provided it exceed not the charge of 41
at a tyme, And if any of the said dayes happen to be on a sunday
then to be kept the next day after.
Hall Book I, 360

COLLECTOR OF DUTIES
19 September 1666

Memorandum That at this Courte Mr Richard Locke merchant
was admitted by vote into the office, which Mr Richard Ash
deceased late had and enjoyed belonging to the Haule, which is,
To receive the Guiftes of Benefacto’s for the vse of the poore of
the Almeshouse, the quarteridge of Freemen of the Haule® and
the powndage of Marriners and seamens wages? And all other
thinges belonging to the poore of the said Almeshouse. And is
to pay the poore weekly on euery Satturday according to the
former vse and custome. And for his sallary therefore the said
Richard Locke is voted to haue yearlie Twelue powndes to be
payd quarterly by the Treasurer.

Hall Book I, 395

APPOINTMENT OF A CLERK

7 July 1670

At a gennerall assembly of the society of marchantes in theire
common hall, Yt was Voted and agreed vpon that Francis
Yeomans the Younger bee admitted and is chosen Clerke to this
companye in the roome of John Hartwell Lately deceased, And It

1 ordeved and decveed above the line.

2 Followed by #o struck through.

3 The payment of quarterage money by members at the rate of 4d. a
quarter was ordered in the Ordinances of 1639.

4 Levied at the rate of a penny in the pound.



104.

105.

106.

58 THE MERCHANT VENTURERS

was also agreed Vpon that Francis Yeomans, now the clerke,
shall haue and receiuve the same yearly sallary as the said John
Hartwell did Injoy and receiuve being Tenn poundes per Annum.

Hall Book I, 462
12 August 1672

Then also voted and ordered that a statute booke! be bought
for the vse of the Hall and that the Clerke doe buy one accordingly
by the next Hall day.

Hall Book 11, 27
LEGAL ADVISERS
31 August 1674

That William Pawlett Esquire? barrister at lawe be on all
emergent occasions made use of as Counsell to this society and
to ioyne with Mr Towne clerke in his advises on all such occasions,
and the master is desired to? acquaint* him5 with this vote.

Hall Book 11, 70

DISMISSAL OF THE BEADLE
22 June 1676

ordered and voted that forasmuch as Mr William Mors the
beadle® hath not according to a former order rendred an
account to the master to satisfaction of the moneys by him
receaved and paid for the vse of this society, That he doe give
within tenn daies next coming a iust and perfect account to the
master, Mr Treasurer, sheriffe Lane, Mr John Jackson, Mr Arthur
Hart and John Knight Esquire, or to any foure of them, and
thereupon pay and satisfy the moneys by him due to this Hall
on the ballance of such account, And if fayler hereof be made the
bond given and entred into by him the said Mr Mors and his
sureties to be putt in suite against him or them as they the said

1 A book containing the statutes of the realm. On a number of occasions
in the century, the Clerk was told to buy the latest statute book.

2 He became Recorder of Bristol in 1688.

3 Followed by be struck through.

4 Written first as acquainted and ed then struck out.

5 him above the line.

¢ Admitted Beadle on 4 August 1674 (Hall Book II, 66) ; made a member
of the Society gratis on 31 August 1674 (Hall Book I1, 70). When his accounts
were audited on 1 July, 1676, he was £106, 6s. 11d. in arrears (Hall Book 11,
96).
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committee or any foure of them shall order and direct. Also
ordered that the said bond be taken out of the chest and delivered
into the masters handes.

voted that the said William Mors for his not rendring his account
to the masters satisfaction as formerly ordered be forthwith dis-
charged from the said office, and another person chosen in his
roomth and steed, and he disfranchised forthwith.

ordered that the petition of Martha (the wife of the said William
Mors) be considered off att the next Hall and not before.

Voted that Mr Thomas Jackson (a member of this society) be
admitted into the office of Beadle to this society in the roomth
of Mr William Mors, he the said Mr Jackson giving security for
dischardge of the office to the liking of the master and wardens,
And when this is soe don he is to enter on the execution of the
office.

Hall Book 11, 95

107. THE BEADLE AND THE CLIFTON RENTS

10 November 1677

Voted that! Thomas Jackson our Beadle be constituted our
Bayliffe for collecting the rente of our Manno® of Clifton bought
lately of Mr Roger Bathron and others, and in consideracion thereof
it is ordered, that his sallary or yeerely stipend be encreased from
Twelve to Twenty pounds per annum dureing the pleasure of this
Hall.

Hall Book 11, 119

108. ABSENCE FROM HALL

An hall was summoned to be on thursday the 22th June 1682
But there being no full appearance another hall was then ordered
to be summoned on saturday the 24th June 1684.

Hall Book 11, 196

109. A MEETING OF THE HALL

Satterday the roth Day November 1683 Att a generall assembly Merchants Hall
5 5 < . Bristoll
of this society were sommoned to appeare in their Common hall
by Eight of the Clock in the Forenoone of this present day.?

1 Followed by a deletion.

2 It seems that the Clerk wrote out a complete list of members before
the actual meeting of the Hall, and when it met he indicated by various
marks those who were present and those whose absence could be accounted
for. Only some of the lists are so marked.
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present The worshippfult
William Merrick master
P’ Mr Samuel Price
p’ Mr Henry Daniel
— Mr Thomas Eston. sick )
Mr William Jackson
p’ Mr Giles Merrick
p’ Mr Walter Lougher
p’ Mr William Jones
P’ Mr Thomas Turner
p’ Mr John Yeamans
senior
Mr Thomas Colston
Junior
p’ Sir Richard Hart
knight Treasurer
P’ Mr John Combs
p’ The Right worshipfull
William Clutterbuck
Esqr Mayor
p’ Sir Robert Cann Knight
Barronet
Sir Robert Yeamans
Knight and Barronet
Sir John Knight senior
Knight
— Mr Robert Vickris in rure
p’ Sir Thomas Earle Knight?2
p’ Mr William Hayman
P’ Mr Robert Challoner.
Mr Thomas Speede.
Mr Richard Deane.
P’ Mr Henry Gough.
Mr Thomas Scroop.
Mr Joseph Creswick
Alderman.

wardens

. N
Assistants

Mr John Creswick in rure
Mr Christopher Griffith.
Mr Alexander Thompson.
Mr Richard Bickham.
Mr Henry Deyos.
— Mr Thomas Hare sick
Mr John Challoner att sea
Mr Samuel Clarke.
/ P Mr John Hart.
p’ Jacob Beale.
p’ George Bishopp.
p’ Mr John Seword.
Mr Thomas Richardson
Mr John Addis
Mr John Cary
Mr George Morris
— Mr Thomas Moore. att sea
Mr John Wyatt
— Sir Richard Elsworth
Knight
— Mr Thomas Gookin
— Mr Samuel Dale
— Mr James Cade
— Mr Thomas Lewis
p’ Mr Meredith Davis.
p’ Mr George Bowcher.
Mr Jeremy Holwey.
— Mr James Whitwood att
London
Mr William Rogers.
Mr James Croft.
Mr Henry Gibbs.
— Henry Duke of Beauford.
— George Earle of Berkely.
p’ Mr John Yeamans Junior

extr’ sum’?

Mr John Knight.
Mr John Cooke
Chamberlain?
— Mr Charles Williams att
London.

1 worpp in the manuscript with a line to
denote contraction.
various ways.

It can beextended in

2 Followed by a deletion.

3 Probably this indicates that they were
summoned to the meeting but were absent.

4 Chamblin in the manuscript with aline

denoting contraction.
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Mr William Browne. — Mr Joshua Wright att
p’ Mr William Dunning. London
p’ Mr Arthur Hart. — Sir John Churchill Knight
p’ Mr George Hart. Recorder
p’ Mr Edmund Arundell p’ Mr John Rumsey
sherriff. Townclerke
Mr Samuel Hale. P’ Mr Peter Saunders.
p’ Mr William Swymmer. p’ Mr Thomas Willett
p’ Mr Stephen Watts. — Edward Cranfeild Esquire.
p’ Mr Edward Tocknell. — Charles Earle of Worcester
— Sir John Knight Junior — The lord Arthur Somerset.
Knight : att London p’ Mr Robert Kirke.
p’ Mr Richard Lane. p’ Mr James Wathen.
p’ Mr Rowland Serchfield — Mr Richard Cary at
Mr Joseph Bullock London.
p’ Mr Henry Willoughby p’ Mr Charles Pope.
p’ Mr Jahzeel Speed. — Mr Thomas Earle at Bilboa.
Mr Peter Hiley. P’ Mr Anthony Swymmer
— Mr George Gough att sea p’ Mr Thomas Jackson

p’ Mr John Cann.

Mr Thomas Cole att Nevis
p’ Mr Richard Champneys
p’ Mr Edward Jones

Memorandum That at this hall or Court it was voted! and
ordered that the Address now read and signed by this society
be sealed with our Comon seale, and that Mr Mayor and those
other Gentlemen being members of this hall, who are going to
London as a Comitee from the Citty doe shew the same to his
Grace the Duke of Beaufort who has been pleased to honno’ our
society by being a member thereof, and to desire his Graces
direccion and advise in what manner to deliuer the said address
to his Maiestye, and that they follow his Graces direccion in
deliuery thereof.?

Also att this Court or Hall William Clutterbuck Esquire Mayor
of this Citty was elected and Chosen Master of this society for
the yeare ensueing, and was sworne Master accordingly.

Then also Mr John Cary and Mr John Combs were elected and
sworne wardens for the same year. Also Mr William Merrick, Mr

1 Followed by or struck through.

2 A copy of the Address is found in Book of Charters I, 149. The Society
congratulated the king on his escape from the late horrid conspiracy (the
Rye House Plot), and expressed its intention of doing what it could by its
correspondents abroad to detect conspiracies.
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Samuel Price, Mr Henry Daniel, Mr Giles Merrick, Mr John
Yeamans, Mr Robert Kirke, Mr Henry Willoughby, Mr Meredith
Davis, Mr Anthony Swymmer and Mr John Cann, were elected
and sworne assistants for the same yeare.

Then also voted that Sir Richard Hart be continued Treasurer
for this ensueing yeare.

Also att this hall Mr William Merrick, Mr Mayor, Mr Samuel
Price, Mr Henry Daniel, Mr John Cary, Mr John Combes, Mr
George Hart, Mr William Swymmer, Mr John Yeamans senior,
and Mr John Seword were elected and Chosen audito™ to Audit
the accompts of Mr Treasurer, Mr Eusebius Brooke and Mr
Thomas Jackson our Beadle, the which they or any five or more
of them are appointed to doe on or before the tenth day of January
next, and in the meane time they are to meete in our Common

p.22rhall and adjourne att their pleasure vntill their said seuerall
accompts be fully audited and their first meeting to be on Munday
the twelveth day of November instant by tenn of the Clock in
the Forenoon.

Then also Mr Alexander Stockdale was admitted into this
Society for that hee was the apprentice of Mr William Merrick
the present master.

I doe promise to be obedient to the rules of this society, and will
pay the accustomed Fees to Mr Treasurer, and to the Clerke and
Beadle Alex : Stockdall?

Also Walter Willett son of William? Willett a late member of
this society by redempcion is admitted into this Society upon his
payment of Forty shillings for his incomb and four shillings six
pence to Mr Treasurer and the vsuall Fees to the Clerke and
Beadle

I doe promise to be obedient to the rules of this society and will
pay the Fine and Fees as above ordered

Walter Willett?

Att the same hall it was voted that Tenn pounds apeece be
bestowed towards the redempcion of John Johnson, William
Bowry and John Tayler out of their respective slaveryes, But the
monyes to lye in the Treasurers hands till they are respectively
redeemed.

Also that whereas threescore and odd Peticioners doe now

1 Signature of new member.
2 Wm above the line.
3 Signature of new member.
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peticion to us for releife, It is ordered that the Auditors of accompts!
or any five or more of them meete in our Common hall on Munday
the twelveth instant att tenn of the clock in the morning, and, if
they see cause, to adjourne from time to time till fifteen pounds
be distributed according to their discrecions to and amongst such
of the peticioners as they shall think fitt, And that Mr Treasurer
doe issue out the said Fifteene pounds as they or any Five or
more of them shall appoint.

Also then ordered that Five pounds be paid to Mr Nicholas
Penwarden by Mr Treasurer as a token of our respects to him for
reading prayers att St. Stephens this day and visiting our Almes-
folk, and burying them.

Likewise that Five pounds be paid to Mr John Rainstorp as
a token of our respects to him for his this dayes sermon att St
Stephens aforesaid, and to the Clerke of the said parish six shillings
Eight pence, and to the sexton three shillings four pence for their
this dayes attendance.

Alsoe ordered that the Four pounds formerly ordered or
exhibited to Mr Onions be paid for this present yeare by Mr
Treasurer ; but noe longer to continue the payment thereof.

Also ordered that the Master Wardens Assistants and Treasurer
or the major number of them doe treate with Charles Chick about
his Cottage att Clifton and what bargaine shalbee made by them
shalbe binding to this Society.

There follow the signatures of forty-six members®

Hall Book 11, 219—222
18 April 1691

ordered that the Clerke buy the statutes of their now Maiesties

for the use of the Hall. Hall Book 11, 463

A NEW COLLECTOR OF DUTIES
22 Jume 1691

Then voted and ordered that Mr Thomas Moore be (on his
petition now exhibited) admitted in the roomth of Mr Eusebius
Brooke deceased our receaver of the duties of wharfage anchorage
etc he rendring an account from the 24th instant as said Brooke did
For which he shalbe allowed 6! per centum for what he shall receave
for this Hall by virtue of his office. Hall Book II, 472

! acc in the manuscript, standing for accompts or accounts.

2 Until 10 November 1694 it was customary for all members who attended
to sign at the end of the Minutes. See p. 64, no. 113.

p. 222
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112. NEW HALL BOOK
10 November 1693

Clerke to buy ordered that our Clerke doe buy for the use of the Hall a new
Hallbooke  1)50ke for recording the acts of our seuerall meetinges And also
the Acts of the last sessions of Parliament.
Hall Book I1, 541

113. SIGNING THE BOOK
10 November 1694

order for signing Voted that henceforwards the signeing of the Hall booke by
:ﬁ;sntzzgé‘; Y the Master Wardens and Assistants for the time being or the
Wardens and majority of them shalbe sufficient without any other members
tAesxf]‘;g‘igts PI9 signeing the same.

Hall Book III, 16

114. BEADLE’S SALARY
12 October 1697

The salary of a  Voted that the salary of a Bedell which from henceforth shalbe
ﬁ?‘;frt:nﬁm chosen for this Society shalbe Fiveteene pounds per annum and
and (if a that noe person who shall be chosen (being a member of this
ﬁl::gt;ﬁrs) v‘:)‘zz tosociety) shall have his vote in any! buiseniess concerning this hall
but from henceforth shall be utterly excluded therefrom, and in
the said salary is to be included all the former paimentes for

attendances on any worke as shalbe appointed by the said hall.
Hall Book 111, 97
115. NEW BEADLE
12 October 1697

Mr Samuell Mr? Samuel Gardiner and Mr John Yeamans Brewer putting
g::fége]geadle in their peticions for the office of Beadle of this Hall. It was
in roomth of ~ voted by a maiority that the said Samuel Gardiner be admitted
g[ei g;iléson into the said office in the roomth of Mr Thomas Jackson deceased,
he giveing security by the next hall for his carefull discharge of
the said office and his salary to begin from Michaelmas last. And
this office to be only dureing the pleasure of this hall. And he is
by reason of his office (as former Beadles did) to summon and
attend all halls and Committees.
Hall Book I11, 97

1 any above the line.
2 Preceded by vofed struck through.
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116. DEFENCE OF THE MASTER
10 November 1698

Whereas Mr Peter Saunders our present Master is presented to defend
or indicted for not cleaning of the key,! it is ordered that our ;‘g‘l‘;tgi“hg
Clerke doe appeare for him and procure the said Indictment to master
be quashed and to defend all proceedings thereon and the Master
to be defended therefrom at the charge of the Hall. and the thankes thankes to
of this Hall is given to the Master for his carefull management of master
affaires for these two yeares past.

Hall Book I11, 130

117. INCREASE IN BEADLE’'S SALARY
17 January 1699

Memorandum That the salary of Samuel Gardner our beadle The Beadles
be (not withstanding the former vote of this Hall to the contrary) 2121, ‘;ecrreased
in regard of his diligence and the increase of his trouble raised annum on 29t
(as formerly) to Twenty pounds per annum, and to commence SePtemb’ ult
from Michaelmas last and continue during the pleasure of this
Hall.

Hall Book I11, 138

1 Under its lease, the Society was responsible for keeping the Back and
Quay in a satisfactory condition.
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IV. THE MERCHANTS HALL

The Merchants’ Hall in King Street, Bristol, stood on land
originally granted by the Corporation in 1493 to certain merchants
and mariners to build a chapel in honour of St. Clement, the
patron of navigation.! Under Edward VI, the land and chapel
passed for a short time into other hands, but were subsequently
regranted to the merchants.? Latimer states that the first definite
mention of a Hall occurs in 1623—4,% but there is an earlier
reference to it in 1605.4 He was under the impression that some
time in the seventeenth century the chapel building was replaced
by a hall, and he comments with surprise on the fact that no
record survives of its erection. In fact, it seems that the original
chapel was used as a hall by the seventeenth-century merchants
and continued to be so used until the erection, in the eighteenth
century, of a new building which was destroyed by enemy action
in December 1940 and May 1941. This is borne out by a reference
in 1647 to ““ All that Chappell or Hall, heretofore called or known
by the name of St. Clementes Chappell, and now called by the name
of the Marchantes Hall and used as their Common Hall for
assemblyes and meetinges of the Company of Marchantes”.®

Of the following extracts referring to the Merchants’ Hall and
its contents, the two inventories of 1631 and 1697 give some

! The original grant is in the Society’s Records. A copy is printed in
J. Latimer, Merchant Ventuvers, pp. 19—21. The grant was made to thirteen
merchants and thirteen mariners as feoffees, to the intent that the mariners
should rebuild (de novo edificari) a certain chapel in honour of St. Clement.
Presumably a chapel already existed on the site and had probably been
erected by the Gild of Mariners founded in 1445. (Its ordinances are printed
in F. B. Bickley, The Little Red Book of Bristol, ii, 186-192.) Latimer
(Merchant Venturers, p. 19, footnote) states that this gild had been founded
for the purpose of erecting a chapel, but the Ordinances do not specifically
state this.

2 The Mariners’ Gild was no doubt one of the religious gilds dissolved
under Edward VI. On 5 December 1550 the property was granted by letters
patent to Sir Ralph Sadleir and Laurence Winnington, who regranted it,
on 10 October 1553, to Edward Pryn, the first Master of the Merchant
Venturers. The property was subsequently granted to a number of other
merchants as trustees. Thus the chapel which had originally been mainly
the concern of the Gild of Mariners came into the hands of the Society of
Merchants. The various grants can be found in the Merchants’ Records,
Box 5, bundle Az.

3 J. Latimer, Merchant Venturers, p. 153.

4 See p. 54, no. 93. For what may be an earlier reference, see p. 82, no. 163,
and note 4. For repairs to the Hall, 1610-11, see p. 67, no. 118.

5 Book of Charters 11, 43 ; Merchants’ Records, Box 5, bundle Az2.
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picture of the setting in which the merchants’ meetings took place
in the seventeenth century. The inventory of 1631 includes an
interesting list of the records then in the Hall.

The Merchants’ Hall in King Street must not be confused with
Spicer’s Hall or the Back Hall on the Welsh Back to which
foreigners were required to bring their goods.

1610-11

more for reparacions done to the Hawle and other
places this yeere 002 06 04
. more for ij.!! xiij® : iiij4 Receyved of James
Younge for one yeeres Rent of the great storehouse
vnder the merchantes hawle ending the xxixth of
September anno 1611 002 I3 04

Book of Trade : General Account 1610-11
1615-16

more paid for Reparacions done at the hall, schoole,
and Almeshouse! this yeere as by the particulers
appeareth? the some 000 15 08

Book of Trade : General Account 1615-16
1616-17

more paid for makinge Cleane the marchantes hall
and for wood and Coles spent there on the Court day o0oo 02 08

Book of Trade : Edmund Browne's Account 1616-17

1617-18
more paide for reparacions done to the merchantes
hawle and Almeshouse 00I I7 03
Book of Trade : Edmund Browne’s Account, 1617-18
1623-24

Alsoe this yeare the Hall of this Societie was wainscotted at
the Charge of the Company Mr Richard Longe beinge Treasurer
and the Auditt Dynner appointed to bee kept in the hall.

Book of Charters 1, 96

1 For the almshouse and school, see Section VII.
% ap’eth in the manuscript.
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1624-25
Item paide for a paire of brasse Andirons and

Dogges! with carriadge from London 005 14 08
Item paide for the Coveringe of the Andirons 000 06 04
Item paide for the newe table borde 005 00 00
Item paide for carvinge and paintinge of the kinges

Armes 002 I4 06

Treasurer’s Book I, 11
2 May 1631

more for iij!! v paide for 15 yardes of broade diaper?
for table clothes and towells for the bordes in the hall

at iiijs iiijd the yarde 003 05 00

Treasurer's Book I, 16

125. 1630-31

126.

more for vl : xvs : vd for Ixix yardes } of narrowe

diaper for table napkins at xx4 the yarde amounteth 005 15 05
more for iij!! : xijs for 8 yardes of broade damaske

for a table cloth for the longe borde at ixs the yarde 003 12 00
more for vl : viij® for xxxvj yardes of damaske for

napkins and a towell for the same borde at iij® per

yarde amounteth 005 08 00
more? for ixs paide for a dosen of Course napkins
stript with blewe 000 09 00

more for twoe ells of broade Canvas for dishclowtes 000 o1 10
more for xxxiijs. x4 paid Richard Griffeths wife for

makeinge markeing and washeinge of the three table

clothes three towells and seaven dosen of napkins as

per her note 00I I3 IO

Treasurer’s Book I, 16

A note of thinges apperteyninge to the Woorshipful Societie of
marchantes adventurers of the Cittie of Bristoll this xijt® Decem-
ber anno 1631

1 A utensil consisting of an iron bar sustained horizontally at one end
by an upright pillar or support, usually ornamented or artistically shaped,
at the other by a short foot ; a pair of these were placed one at each side of
the hearth to support burning wood.

% A linen fabric woven with a small and simple pattern.

3 Preceded by for struck through.
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In the Hall and Inner Roomes
Inprimis one longe Draweinge table borde with twoe leaves
and ij Trippetes.!
— One? other longe table borde without leaves
One newe shorte table borde without leaves in the Inner Roome
— One paire of brasse Andirons with brasse Creepers,® slice and
tonges
— twoe longe Carpettes of straked stuffe ; and one ould carpett
One short carpett for the side borde of straked stuffe newe
— twoe dosen and a halfe of newe Cushions, and eighte ould
cushions
one longe chest to keepe the Cushions in
— one standinge Cupboard, and eighteene Joyned stooles
one longe table cloth of damaske and twoe dosen of damaske
table napkins and one side borde cloth diaper
twoe other table clothes of diaper and fower dosen of diaper
napkins
— One longe towell of damaske and two others of diaper
one dosen Course napkins for the servitours
one square boxe to holde the lynnen with locke and key
one other square boxe with artificiall Flowers and 14 dosen
trenchers
3 three longe formes and twoe short ones and one other table
borde vpon tressells in the Innermoste roome
the chest with three lockes and keys wherein are the Charters
and other writinges concerninge the Company
the shelves in the buttrye and Almeshouse kitchen and j ould*
table borde, and one side borde in the great hall
-+ Item one standishe of tynne, twoe bookes of Actes® and one
Liger booke with a case of greene leather,® and one newe booke of
wharfage entries?
-+ One other great booke with Coppies of letters and breviattes of
accomptes bound in leather with a buffe Cover?®

1 A trippet or trivet.

2 The lines and crosses before some of the items were presumably made
when the inventory was checked.

3 A small iron ‘ dog ’, of which a pair were placed on the hearth between
the andirons.

4 Followed by bourd struck through.

5 Only one of these seems to have survived.

¢ This does not seem to have survived.

7 The earliest surviving wharfage book begins in 1654.
8 This is the Book of Trade.
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One large booke of accomptes for the Treasouror!
the kinges armes Cutt in Tymber in Colours
the princes armes, and Citty Armes, and the marchantes Armes,
in Frames in their proper Colours and the pattent vnder the
Herauld seale of Armes vnto the Company of marchantes for
bearinge Armes
A table of benefacto™ and another of the Rates of Fees in the
Custome house
a table of Fees which ought to bee taken by the pilottes of the
River
Item one Corslett? with lases and hedpiece
Item a paire of small Creepers of Iron to beare vp the wood
The Tenth of November 1668
An accompt of things added to the former Inventory by an
order of the Haule made the Two and twentith day of July Anno
Domini 1668
p.2 In primis Two suites of diaper conteyning Two long Table
clothes, Two long Towells, one sidebord Cloth and Five dosens
of Table Napkins. All marked M H
-+ Item thirteene Leather Chayres
-+ Item one new straked Carpett.
-+ Item Two silver Tankards.
Book of Charters I, 1, 2

127. 1632-33

more for x5, paide Richard Griffeths wife for washe-

inge the hall lynnen in May. and for scowreing the

Andirons 000 IO 00
more for iiijs. vjd paide Richard Griffeth which hee

paide the plomber for foddering and mending the

gutters over the hall 000 04 00

Treasurer’s Book I, 19

128. 2 October 1647

Water Bucketts Alsoe at this Courte it is voted and agreed, That according to
to be provided np Majors orders, Thirty water Buckettes shalbee provided and
put up in the Hall, for preventinge of dangers of fire.

Hall Book I, 103

1 The earliest Treasurer’s Book.
2 Armour for the breast or back.
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22 August 1663

By monys paid William Flesher For drawinge Alder-
man Josepth Jacksons pictter! 311 and for hanginge it
in the hall i8 003 OI 00

Treasurer's Book II, 16
22 July 1668
Alsoe at this Courte, it is voted, That two suites of diaper for

the Tables of the Haule, thirteene chayres and one new Carpett

be forthwith provided for the vse of the Haule att the chardge
of the Haule

Hall Book I, 432

1669-70
paid for drawing Alderman Vickris? his picture 03 IO 00
Paid for 2 peces of Plate presented Sir Humphrey
Hooke and Sir John Knight? 22 07 02
Treasurer’s Book I1, 26
27 May 1669

Alsoe at this Courte, it is voted and ordered, That the Haule
dore and porch shalbe raysed and decently rebuilte at the chardge
of the Haule in such manner as it shalbe ordered and directed by
the Master and Wardens.

Hall Book I, 444
I March 1683

The master is desired to consult with workmen about the
altering or rebuilding of our Hall and to make his report att next
Hall.

Hall Book II, 212

The 7th day of December 1697

A particuler of the plate implements utensills ornaments and
other thinges belonging to the Merchants-Hall which were then
delivered to the care and custody of Samuel Gardner their Beadle
(vizt)

Two silver Tankards one bigg the other small with the merchants
armes engraven on them

1 He had given £5 4s. per annum to the poor of the Almshouse. Book of
Charters 11, 5.

? Alderman Richard Vickris had given a shilling a week to relieve a poor
woman in the Almshouse. Book of Charters 11, 5.

3 M.P.s for Bristol who had been assisting the Society in its effort to renew
the Charter.
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Two diaper table cloathes and one diaper side board cloth
Four dosen Diaper napkins

two long towells

nine Cushions

thirteene leather chaires

two Carpetts of straked stuffe

two table boards

one side board

eighteen joint stooles

two paire of brass andirons

one paire of Creepers

a table of Benefactors and table of searchers Fees?

the Kings armes cutt in timber

the City armes, merchants armes, and Princes armes in Frames.
One slice and tongs

one Long Chest

two Chests with three locks and keys

one Cuppboard and all the shelves in the buttry

Twenty five Bucketts

the benefactors pictures in frames?® (scilicet)

Alderman Whitson Alderman Vickris
Alderman Kitchen Alderman Jackson and
Alderman Long Alderman Browne

two armour peices
armes for two men Musquet, Pike, bandilers, two belts and two
swords
six pewter candlesticks
two pewter chamberpotts
one paire of brass snuffers and snuffe pann
one hour glass and hammer
a draught of the shipp Monke*
The tree of knowledge in a frame® and a platt or draught of
their Mannor of Clifton
Sam : Gardner®
Hall Book III, ror

1 Marginal note, possibly standing for gone.

2 The Searcher was authorized by letters patent to examine out-going
cargoes. There were continual disputes with the merchants over his fees.
See pp. 248, 255.

3 The pictures were destroyed by enemy action, with the exception of
Whitson’s, which had been presented to the Red Maids’ School in the early
eighteenth century. See J. Latimer, Merchant Venturers, 221.

4 See p. 117, no. 238.

8 See p. 117, no. 238.

8 Signature.
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135. 1701 John Hawkins Samuell Bayly Mercer ) 4
Brewer {Richard Bayly Soapboiler Brothers

This Year the Merchants Rebuilt their Hall, and have made it
the most convenient and beautiful of any in the City.2

Bris