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Consideration of Shijonomiya-Fuziwarakanshi’s
, Standpoint among the Family of
Regent and Chief Adviser to the Emperor
— Making “Chigaisyé” and “Hukego” to the Beginning —

YAMADA Akiko

In this article, the author considers the standpoint of Shijonomiya-Fuziwarakanshi
among the Family of Regent and Chief adviser to the Emperor which is her family.
Shijonomiya is the doughter of Fuziwara Yorimiti who served as the Regent and Chief
adviser to the Emperor during half a century. During this period, Yorimiti was all em-
peror’s maternal relatives. Shijonomiya became the empress of Emperor Goreizei who is
the last emperor being the maternal relative of Yorimiti. Although Shijonomiya became
the empress, she did not give birth to the prince who had to be going to become an
emperor in the future, and the her family lost the standpoint of emperor’s maternal
relative.

In such division, she tended to be given a negative evaluation of having invited the
end of the political system that regency and the chief adviser to the Emperor led.

However, the author feels the necessity for analyzing her life after the death of
Emperor Goreizei from a viewpoint different from the presence of the relative relation
construction with the imperial family. Then, the topics of Shijonomiya who saw,
“Chugaisyo” and “Hukego” which recorded what about Fujiwara Tadazane also who it was
a great-grandchild of Yorimiti and was Shijonomiya’s adopted son talked was made the
clue and the beginning, and the construction of image’s of new Shijonomiya was tried.
From “Chagaisyé” and “Hukego’, it is possible to look Shijonomiya’s playing the role to
tell the descendant ancient practices of people of the Family of Regent and Chief adviser
to the Emperor glory period, such as Jotomonin-shoshi (Yorimiti’s sister) and Yorimiti
whom Shijonomiya witnessed faithfully, and her having an important influence on
regency’s family’s ancient practices formation. In other words, she was valued as the
bond of people who had lived in the family glory age and their descendant.

Actually, by reading aristocrats’ documents, many cases where Shijonomiya’s prece-
dent, for instance, adoption and manners of family’s important ceremony, is being fol-
lowed by the Nyoin (it is the position to which the treatment similar to the retired
emperor is received. The person who attached to this position had empress’s career.) and
the empress of Shijonomiya’s family coming from in after ages can be confirmed. The
family of Regent and Chief adviser to the Emperor at posterity were looking up to
Shijonomiya as an ideal empress who bore the family’s management with the master.

Besides this, in “Hukego”, Shijonomiya who talked about not only the anecdote of
people in the parents’ family but also Emperor Goreizei’s anecdotes is seen, too. As a
reason why she was recorded like this, It is thought that she as the Emperor Goreizei's
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widow made work that her clan absorbed the imperial line smooth when postmortem of
Emperor Goreizei who is the last emperor.of the imperial line organized with her clan’s
blood.

That is, The reasons why Shijonomiya was attached importance to in the Family of
Regent and Chief adviser to the Emperor of posterity though she was the person who
had failed in constructing the relative relation between the Family of Regent and Chief
adviser to the Emperor and royal family, are as followings.

1 Shijonomiya was the bond of the people of the Family of Regent and Chief ad-
viser to the Emperor who had lived in the family glory period and their descen-
dant.

I  Shijonomiya is the person who made the work to reduce the imperial line organ-
ized with the blood of her family to the family smooth.

Keywords: Shijonomiya, the Family of Regent and Chief adviser to the Emperor, following prece-
dent, ancient practicies, Emperor Goreizei
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