
Sources for the British Overseas 
in the  

GRO, TNA, Guildhall, 
 SoG Library  

 

Else Churchill 

Society of Genealogists 

 



Records for the British overseas can 
be found in various places 

There is no one resource or record office. Not 
everything is online though much can be 
found here in the UK. Results fragmentary 
and reliant on luck of what survives 



Statutory Registration 

Registrar General 
some records  

from  
and sometimes earlier than  

1837 



GRO Overseas Indexes  
online or on fiche 

 

  Births, Marriages, Deaths 
  Overseas FREE  



 



GRO Statutory Registration  
Armed services 

Births 

Army Chaplain Returns 1796-1965 

Army Regimental Registers 1761-1965 

Marriages 

Army Marriages 1796-1965 

Deaths 

Army Deaths 1796-1965 

Boer War  Deaths 1899-1902 

WW1 1914-21 

WW2 Deaths 1939-1948 

 



GRO ARMY BIRTH INDEXES 



Army  Regimental Births 





GRO Army Marriages  
within the lines 1914-1925 





GRO - Ships, Planes Oilrigs etc 

Births 

Marine Births  1837-1965 

Air Births 1947-1965 

 

Deaths 

Marine Deaths 1837-1965 

Air Deaths 1947-1965 

 



Marine Births 



Marine Birth Certificate 



Marine  Death 



SoG Textbooks 

See also BT 158 BMD at Sea 1854-1890 
 on FMP & BMD Registers 



GRO-British Consuls & High Commissions 
Births 

Consular Births 1849-1965 

Ionian Islands 1818-1864 

UK High Commission before 1966 

Births abroad 1966 onwards 

Deaths 

Consular Deaths 1849-1965 

UK High Commission Returns 1950-1965 

Deaths Abroad from 1965 

Marriages 

Consular Marriages 1849-1965 

UK High Commission and Article 18 Marriages 

Marriages Abroad (inc article 7 deposits) 1966 onwards 

 

  

 



Consular Birth Index 



Consular Birth Certificate 



Edward Herbert Mostyn Watkins 



Local Registration 



Cyndislist has useful weblinks to vital 
records and bmd sites  



Text Books & Finding Aids 
Sources in UK and abroad 





TNA Foreign Office (FO) 
  & Non Statutory (RG) Returns 

 RG 32-36 (indexed in RG43) 
• Miscellaneous material of births, marriages, 

deaths and burials on British and Foreign Ships, 
of British subjects abroad and of nationals of 
colonies and Commonwealth countries under 
British control, voluntarily deposited with 
Registrar General and transferred to PRO in 
1977. In some cases duplicates material in the 
Statutory Returns 

• See Tracing Your Ancestors in the National 
Archives by Amanda Bevan 



Tracing Your Ancestors in TNA  
by Amanda Bevan 





Search TNA Catalogue  
FO & Tientsin 

• Chapter 8.9 of 
Bevan’s Tracing your 
Ancestors in TNA says 
Tientsin  

• B 1864-1952 

• M 1862-1952 

• D 1863-1952 in 
FO/674/297-327 



Original FO Consular Birth Register 
TIENTSIN FO 674/297-327 

 
 
• Births 1864-1951 

• Marr 1862-1952 

• Deaths 1863-1952 

(see also FO 681/1) 





RG32 -RG 36 on BMD Registers 







 







bmd registers 





Pre Civil Registration 
guide to Anglican church records etc 
deposited in Guildhall as Diocesan 
Record Office for Bishop of London  



Guildhall Library now at LMA  
Bishop of London  

International Memoranda etc 
 • Returns of British chaplains, embassies, missions 

and some British factories sent to the Bishop of 
London from 1816-1925. 13 volumes MS 10926/1-13 

• Later deposits include the Diocese of Gibraltar 
1921-1969 (covering Algeria, Bulgaria, France, 
Greece, Italy, Portugal, Romania, Russia, Spain and 
Yugoslavia. Not Gibraltar itself. MS 23607 and 
Malta from 1809)  



International Memoranda 
 “The Lord Bishop of London 

having been applied to in 
numerous instances to permit 
the foreign marriages, births 
and burials of British Subjects 
to be recorded in his registry at 
3 Godliman Street, Doctors 
Commons has permitted a 
book to be kept therein in 
which the memorials of the 
same  may be entered and 
preserved at the request of 
such persons as are deserving 
thereof”  March 1816 



International Memoranda 
• 1815 Paris Embassy 

Chaplain  to Duke of 
Wellington marries 
Thomas Caddell of 
Baltiboys Co Wicklow 
& Elizabeth Elvidge 
otherwise Eldridge of 
Stanstead, Herts 

• Reported to the 
registry in 1822 



International Memoranda 
 Britannic Majesty’s Consulate Bordeaux 

  

 



Bishop of London 
French Embassy Chapel Registers- Paris 

Guildhall MS 10,891 

Paris C 1816-28, M 1816-45, B 1815-22 



Bishop of London 
French Embassy Chapel registers - Paris 

Guildhall MS 10,891 

Paris C 1816-28, M 1816-45, B 1815-22 



Foreign BTs 

• “I the undersigned George Holdsworth Lowther 
Gretton minister of the Chapel in the High Town 
Boulogne sur Mere do hereby declare that the 
several entries of Baptisms and Burials here … 
annexed are true copies of the Register Book 
kept by me at this place  & that no other entries 
of Baptisms & Burials are contained in the sid 
Book of Registers made by me from 31 Dec 1830 
to  the 1st day of Janry 1833”.  

• Dated this 8 day of Feby 1833 



Bishop of Gibraltar 



Long distance migration 

• Published passenger lists at SoG 

– North America & Caribbean 

– Australia (Assisted & Unassisted) 

– Canada, New Zealand, South Africa etc 





Passenger Lists Online 



The SoG 



Will indexes & abstracts @ SoG 
• 1858-1930  Indexes on Film 

• IR 27 Estate Duty Indexes 1796-1858 

• All published indexes pre 1858 

• PCC on TNA’s Documents online record testators 
dying in  foreign “parts” 

• PCC ADMONS 1750-1800 on SoG 

• British Record Society Volumes (BRS) 

• MS calendars on film 

• Abstracts – eg Bank of England Wills 1717-1845,  
• Copies in Document Collections 

 



PCC 



PCC Admons 1750-1800 SoG  
Data Online 



Australia - Wills 

 



Next of Kin Notices  

• Next of Kin notices in national papers relating to persons who died abroad under the 
Colonial Probate Act of 1892. Many from News of World, Times, Telegraph, London 
Gazette etc indexed in Andrews Index at IHGS 

• News of World notices 1906-1911 published 



Andrews Index  
from IHGS in Canterbury now on Ancestry 

 The Andrews Index – c 250,000 cards 
indexingnotices from newspapers, the London 
Gazette and several other official sources 
including obituaries, next of kin 
advertisements, will notices, unclaimed 
estates, notices under the Colonial Probate Act 
of 1892 (which recognised Probates from 
courts in British Posessions), births marriages 
and deaths abroad. It is not certain what exact 
dates  are covered but the dates of death are 
usually in the 20th century referring back to 
individuals born in the late 18th century. The 
latest date of death found has been 1976. Quite 
often the original newspaper cutting has been 
annotated either with references from the 
original wills or with information gathered 
from Civil Registration. The Andrews Index 
assists those undertaking a "one-name study" 
as it is useful for locating information about 
individuals who seem simply to disappear. 

 
  
   



Andrews Index images of cards 



 Smith MS 

• Notes on British 
families in the 
Caribbean  - special 
collection  on film at 
SoG and partially 
indexed in Great Card 
Index and Collections 
Index 



Teachers Registration Council Registers 
1902-1948 



Trinity House Petitions 
Merchant seamen & their families 1780-1890 

includes Napoleonic POWs 



INDIA 
• British Library  India 

Office Records 

• Families in British 
India Society 

• SoG 

– Army Lists, Extracts of 
ZMD, Directories, 
Anglo-Indian 
Research papers, 
Percy-Smith Papers & 
Indexes 


