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BY THE GRACE OF GOD

I am going truly to say that I am the first of the Israelites Who came here
in Jaffa (20 years ago) one of the tribe of Dan. I have heard in the news
papers that the American Company, God grant them a long life, wish to do
good & benefit the Israelites who are in this holy land, desiring to obtain
the necessary things of life by cultivating the land. I began alone to cultivate,
by planting a garden as I am going to say to you, and if I could accomplish
my Ideas, (by seeing by example me) I would cause the other Jews to do
the same. But it is known to every one that the begining of every new
thing is very difficult, and all the Mahomedans were astonished at seeing
a Jew cultivate the ground. Therefore I have spent much money, and I
have no more to go on with a good part of my land which I bought still
remains uncultivated. To cultivate this ground (from which many Jews
might live) it requires further expenses for which I have not [ — —1]

I beg you who want to do well to the Jews, to aid me to advance this work
and may God pay you. There are already here some Americans who want
to do well to the Jews, that is Mrs Charles Albert Minor & Co. But this is
not sufficient without your help. Therefore I ask your concurrence. I also
make you know that for the drawing of the water are necessary three
powerful mules because the machine which brings up the water, to water
the garden is very big & very heavy and without artifice. Therefore there
are many expenses for ropes and Barley for the mules and one man to
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be present there always. For all these are necessary every year, thirty pounds.
I hear from the Americans who are here that in your country there is
a machine which takes out the water by the wind or a pump drawn (driven)
by one man. They also saw my garden and well &, told me it is very
corresponding to my garden well, as this would discharge me from such
great expence, I pray you to send me one of these machines, and it will be
a great present for me, & I hope I may have it in a few (short) time.
Whenever this machine will come, I can water four gardens from which
can live (support) many Jewish men, and I expect your answer. Now [ am
going to say to you what this garden contains, half an hour distant from
Jaffa its length is about 1664 steps, & its breadth 1553 steps, near the road is
the yard about -54 steps in length & breadth, well fortified with a great
stone wall. On the north there are two small rooms, at the corner is the well
h waters the garden. The breadth is about 8 steps, near it two strong
2 [?] 11 steps long and six broad on the top to build a house upon.
it is the cistern. In the garden are the following trees: 150 citron trees,
orange trees, 500 sweet lemon, 210 lemon trees, 500 apple, pear, apricot
ince trees, 1200 mulberry trees, 100 almond trees, 50 date trees, 50 olive,
figs & grapes. 1200 pomegranate trees, altogether 5310. Also a great place of
land remains without culture & whenever you send me the machine, T can do
also four gardens for Israelites.

The American company are now setlled near Jaffa in the neignborhood of
my garden. They have Jews from Jerusalem labouring with them who are
industrious & pleased to learn agriculture, also others wish to learn but
can not for want of more means. I often visit them & rejoice to see that
they progress well. They were near Jerusalem last year and though they
had great difficulty & oppositions they raised very good American produce
& encourraged & helped our bretheren in Judea. But in Jaffa there is
much good land & no oppositions. I feel a great regard for them & desire
that my people in Jaffa should engage in this work if good American
friends will help us. I will do all I can to promote the learning of
agriculture among my congregation of 70 families,
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All these are written by the Rabi who remains here, he is procurator of the
Jews who does prayers to God for you.

Raffael Judah Menahem Levi

Jaffa 28th July 1853.
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