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BUFFINGTON, THOMAS M. , INTERV IEW. 13044.

Jemes Carselowey,
Journalist,
February 25, 1938.

Life and History of
Thomas Mitchell Buffington,
.Twice Chief of the Chsrokees.

Taken from Interviews During -
i} His life and from tbhe writer's
" °  Knowledge of him,

My name is Thomas Mitchell Buffington. I was born

"near Westville, Cherokee Nation, Indian Territory, on

October 19, 1855,

¥y father's name was Ezekiel Buffington. He was
born in Georgia in 1807, and ‘came to fhe Indian Terri-
tory with the "0ld Settlers™ in 1835. _

My mother's nsme wa's‘:Louiaa (Newgan) Buffington.
She waz barn in v'renneeaee, in 1817, and died at nv home
on Mustang Creek, Cherokee Nation, Indian Territory, on
February 15, 1898, To this union four sons and four
denghters were born, all deceased, except myself.

I received my education at the old Baptist Mission,
four miles north of the presemt town of s?est%ille,

Oklahoma,
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OnMay 10, 1878, I was married te¢ Susmie Woodall,
dsughter of Isaag M, and Mary Jane Woedall, at the
residence of her parents ia Delaware Distriot.

My wife had deen teaching sehool fn a little leg
school house ea Big Cabin Oreek, adout two miles from
of shere we duilt eur home, which we started to duild
fiomediately after our l!ddl:é. My wife had just closed
her schaol for the term, and we lived {n the little log
school house, until we built our house.

I had just moved to Delaware District, from Going-
n;ko. whea I married, My wife Susie (Woodall) Buffing-
ton, was borm July 30, 1857, and died November 11, 1891,

On Deceabsr 36, 1895, I married Emme Grey, & teacher
in tie Cherekse achools. She wes bora in North Oarolina,
and came to the Indian Territory with her pearents, when
5%11]1 s small shild, To¢ this union five daughters were
bern: Lucille, Sue Nell, Mexine, Marie and Margaretts,
all of whom are married. JMarie, who merried Roas Rull,
died cm April 21, 1037, leaving a amall son, whom they

3

named Jamep Buffimgton Hull,
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I INTER POLITICS IN 1869,

In Cherokee politics we hsd two partie;. a Doming -
and a National perty. I had always been a Downing man,
and sorked fafthfully for =my perty, but had asver thought

[4

sf asking for an office myself; flnally some of my friemds |

induced ms to coms to Tahlequah, and I was placed on a
Sesate Committes, called a Committee on Claime,

In 1869 I was elected as District Judge. of Delawars
District, dut defore my two yeer term expired, I was
elected as Senator, from Delawars Distrioct and resigred
the jndgeship and had wy old nel ghbor Dudley B, Tucker
appointed in my place to £111 out the unexpired t‘& for
Judge. It was in 1§91 that I was elected to serve as
Sesater, and I had defeated L, B. (Hooley) Bell, who up
to that time had never deen defeated, Hooley wus pretty
mad shon I ocems out egainst him for Senats, and told the
neighbors that he had put my "first muite shirt" on me,
and now he was "going to take it off", but I wore 1t a
€004 meny years after tkat, and was never defeated for
amy office for which I asked,
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Vhen we erganized the Semate, at the deginaing of
my torn I was elected as president of the Senats, dut
bdoforo I was named as pre}ideat of the Senats our
Frincipal Chief, Joel B, Mayes, ia his addrzess to the
Sesade said, among other things, "Gantlevuer nf the
Senate, 1t hasn's been leng eince our Primcipal Ohief,
Levis Doming, and cur Secend Chief, Robert Daniel, died
during She ssme texm of offiee; therefore I sdvise you
$0 elsct a man as president of the Senate, who is also
eapable of soting as your Principal Ghief.

1t was & queer ifncident, but that very tera Joel B.
Mayes, Principal Chief, and Heary Chambers, Assistant
Ohief, doth died, during the term, leaving me as the
president of the Senste, $o succeed them, as Priacipal
Chief.

It was then the duty of the Senats and council €0
appoint a chief, as the President ef the Senata only served
until the gomncil asd Sezate sppointsd ons, They {nsisted
on =y keepiag the place, dut I had cther things ia view,
and recomvendsd Oolonel Jehnson Harris for the place,
whom they nampd,
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Out of greatitude Ohief Harris sppointed mu C.
Boudinot and ne a2 delsgates te Washisngton to represent
the Cherokee Natien defure Comgress. While thers, I
Selped te got the Curtis Bill passed, which brought
alletment of lands to the Cherokees. ¢

Ia 1895 I was eleoted as Cireuis Judge of the
Northera District, comprising Delaware, Cooweescoowee and
Salins Districts. Maeh district had i%s om sourt house,
and I held eeurt at all three places, |

The Dclnuo court honu was located on Noney (reek,
on the east side of Drand River, detween the pressnt sitss
of Grove and Jay, and was right out {a the timber.
Aust Susie Smell, ma 014 full Slood Cherskes woman, con-
dueted & doaxding house thery, shere we bmgod and lodged
while attending court,

The Cocowesscoswes Caurt M was loceted in the tomm
of Claremere, & new town that had not been estadlished
very long before I held court there. It was the home tows
of Eenry Chambers, Second Chief, who had died a few years
befaore,
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The Saline eourt house was letated twe xiles cast
udabutn.mtnhmﬁcfﬁcmt of te of the
town ¢f Rese, now Mayes Oeunty, Oklahoms. Like Dalaware
1t was lecated right ocut in the woods,

I hald the effioe of Circuit Judge fer four years,
and then extered the reace for Prineipal Chief.

L ECTED AS PRINOIPAL OHIXY,

In Nevember, 1899, I was e¢lssted a Principel Chief
of the Cherskee Natiem, sad served feur ysars, A% the
time I was electad to thips pesition, I was serving as
Mayer of Viaita, aad resigned that position to go to
Taklequah, Jelix Oswan, ocze ameng the eldest ssttlers
of Vintta, was serviag as president of the city couneil,
aad ssrved out my umexpired term,

mnm BY CONVINTION.

»

Instead of nominating a candidats Dy a primsry
.docua, as is foas {n eur present stats and aounty
elsetions, the candidates were nominated i senventions,
The seavention for nomineting s ehief #ms held at Bug
Tusker's sprisg, north of Tahlequeh, and there ws alwmys



i sl

¥ o 77
¥
BUFFINOION, THOMAS M. INTIRVIEN, 13044,

o

a lod of wire werk done in Tahlequah a few days yre- N
adiuthondntim.

At the clcs;'orly firss feur year term of effice
I again entered the rece to;hcubcfo:omn-tut-
iag saxveation, and the night before the cenveatioa was
held I had a majority of the declegates who had sssemdled N
frem the nine districta, and went $0 bed feeling that I
kad that reee won, as I ksd always done defore.

Mllism 0. Regers, the Meredant Prince af Skiateck,
s & eandidats sgninst ms, and when the delegatss east
their vetes Rogers hed me Deat in the last Dowaing come
mt}:nomhld for a Principal Chief {n the Oherekes
Natien. I always thought he dought some .g'-g delegates
between suns, This wes ths snly defeat I ever mot in
ssxvention, er general elegtion, |

MAYOR OF YINITA FIVE TERNS.

I ssrved as Mayar of Tinita three taxms, dDeafere 5
1900, sad twe terms sfter 1900, serving the last time in
1017,
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HRLFED TO ROMINATE BHYAN.

I have always besn & Democrat in National politios,
and was a"duopto t0 the National Goaventton {n Denver
the yser Bryan was nominated for the Presidecay.

FRATERRAL SOCIETIES,

In my darly life I took an active part in fratarnal
affairs. I am & thirty-second degree Masocn, a member of
the Vinita Lodge, No. 5, A.F. & A.M., Iniian Consistory,
MaAles$er, and ikdar Temple A.A.0.N.M.S,, Tulsa, and a
member of Vinits Lodge Ho. 1168, Benevolent and Protective
Order of Xlks,

onim.xn SINOR 1917.

Mile sorving ny last torm as Mayor of Vinita {n
1917, and while attempting %0 alight from a pasaenger
train, 1 fell and dislocated my hip and have besn a oripple
ever since. I managed to ¢ems dc'n toli: and ed ¢t in an
autamodile, shere I eGald meet my trioudl‘!md talk with
then for a pumber of yesers, du$ since 1936 I have deen

unable tc leave the heuse,
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I spend »y time reading, listening to the radio
and visiting my friends. Many of my old frienda call
on ms fram all parts of the o0ld Cherokes Ratlon, and
talk over o0ld times with me, and I onjof that more than
anything, sincea I havs been confined to the house.

In January, 1937, a committee of business men of
Pryor, Olaremore and Vinita called on me and notified
ms that a8 movement was on foot té ﬁold 2 big celebration
in Vinita for me, and at the sams time place my neme in
the Eall of Feme at Oklshoma City. This was very grat{-
fying, but &8s one of my daughters was very {11 at the
time, I asked them to postpons the matter until her health

was !mprovsd,

Journslist Note:

The daughter mentioned died on April 2],
1937, and the 0ld chief was s0 badly torn up over hex
death and long {llness that he was nevsr right well,
after her death, He hed a stroke of parslysis a few
days before his death, from which he never recovered,
and died on Friday, February 11, 1938, as stated above.

His remains were laid %0 rest in the Fairview Cematery,
Vin{ta, Oklahoma,



