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THOMAS M. DTTERVIBW. 13044 .

James Caraelowey,
Journalist,
February 25, 1938.

Life and HI*to 17 of
Thomas Mitchell Buffington,
Twice Chief of the Cherokeea.

Taken from Interviews Daring
His l i f e and from the writer's
Knowledge of him.

My name is Thomas Mitchell Buffington. I was born

near Weatrille, Cherokee Nation, Indian Territory, on

October 19, 1855. ,

My father's name was Ezekiel Buffington. Be was

born in Georgia in 1807, and came to the Indian Terri-

tory with tbe "Old Settlers" in 1835.

My mother's name was'Louisa (Newman} Buffington.

She was barn in Tennessee, in 1817, and dlett at my home

on Uustang Creek, Cherokee Hatlon, Indian Territory, on

February 15, 1898. To this union four sons and four

daughters were born, a l l deceased, except myself.

I reoeired my education at the old Baptist Mission,

four miles north of the present town of ftestville,

Oklahoma.
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satis M. mrmvigiu isou.

Oil Hay 10, 1878, I was auxi«4 t s 9u»« Woodall,

dsaghtor of Isaac R. and Mary Jaaa Woodall, at tho

rasldoaoo of h«r paronta la Dalasaro District*

My airs h»d W«a t««Qhii« whool 1A « U t U » 1««

tehool b«QM ta Big Cabin Gr««kft about two nl los from

of Aoro «o built OUT how, ohich «• attrttd to build

loMdlstoly ftfWr our voddlmg* My wifo had just oloaod

aoor school for tho torm, and w« llvod la tho l i t t l o log

school hoaso9 until «• built oar houso*

I had | o s t aorod to OsXaasro District , from Oolag-

saako, Aaa I •arried. Ky alfo Soalo (Voodall) Buffin^-

ton, « M b o a July 90, 1897, aad diod Horiaitior 11, 1891*

Oa PoowibST 16, 1895, X aarriod Saaa Qray, a toaohor

la tho Ohorofcio schools* Sho aas bora la Xerth Oarollaa,

aad ca«o to tho Xadlan Torxitory with h«r paronts, wh«n

• t i l l a amall ahild* To this union firo daaghters wsra

bom: Lad l lo , 8uo l o l l , Uaxlna, Mar is aad Margsratta,

a l l of whoa ar« aarrlod. Mario, sho aarried Boas f u l l ,

dlod oa April 81, 1097, Uavlng a small soa, whoa thoy

aaaod Jaatf Bofflagton RnU«
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i Drna POLITIOS ZH

Xm Qharokaa politioa wa had two parties, a Demise

•ad • latianaa party* X had always baan a Downing aan,

and farted faithfully for ay party, bat had aarar thought
r.

af asking far aa offlct aysalf; finally IOM of mj friaads

indnood aa to ooaw to Tahlaquaa, and I vaa plaead on a

Saaata Oonrtttaa, eallad a Ooaaitta* on Olaine«

In 1089 X was slaetsd M Dlitriet Jvdca.of Dalaaar*

Diatriot, but bafora *T tao year t a a axpirad, X vas

alaotad as 3anator9 froai Oalavara Olatriot and raalgnsd

tha jod^aahip and had ay old naighbor Dodlay E, Taekar

appointad in ay plaoa to f i l l oat tha unaxpirad tata for

Jndg». It was 1B 1S01 that X was alaetad t« s«rv« as

Sasator, and X had dafaatad U B. (Boolay) Ball , who 19

to that tlaa had narar baan defaatad* Hoolay « i pratty

•ad vhsn X oaaa ont against hia. for Sanata, and told tha

naighbor* that ha had pot ay "first vulta shirt* on aa,

and BOW ha was "going to taka i t aff*9 but X wora i t a

good aany years aftar that, and wma narar dafaated for

any offiea for which X askad*
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TBOUB 11* UTTIHTHl, 1S044*

fhen ve organised the Seaate, at tke beginning of

•y term I was elected as preeideat tf the Sen/ita, bat

before I «*s naaed as president «f tk« 3«aat« oar

PrlBdpal Ohi«f, Jo«l B» Mayo*, ia bis add^aa to ta«

9omat« said t aaoac otoar thlags, ^Oaatlroao i f th«

Saoata, It kaan*t baaa losg elneo oar PrUelpal Ohl«f,

Lewis ZknaUn^ and oar Soeead CHilaf, Bobart Daalal, dlod

daring tka a m tarn of offtes; tharafor* I adrlts 70a

to alaot a aan as praddont of tht Sanata, aho ia also

eapabla of acting as 7019 Prlaeipal Ofcltf.

It aaa a quaar inolda&t, bat that rmrj tarn Joal R.

iiayaa, Frlmelpal OMaf, and Basrj Oaaatbarsy isalstaat

Ohiaf, both di«d, during tha tana, laariac as as tha

prasldamt of the Sonata, to sueeoad tham, as Priadpal

OMaf.

I t ams than tha duty of the Sonata add council to

appoint a chief, aa tha President of the Senate only sonrad

until tfeo oooaeil asd Sasste appointed one* They insisted

on ay keepiig tht place, bat I had other things 1B view,

and roooaaasdod Oelonal Johnson Barris for tfce place,

ahoa they
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lsWIHKJ»», THOU3 1U mgHIUBf. 1#H4.

0«t «f gratltado Oalof Harris appo^atsd Hi«o 0.

Boodlmot aad a© ae dolofato* to Itsfclagtoa to rsprooont

tho Ohorokoo I«ti«3 b«f«r« HfifrtM Hdl« «i«r«t I

ft f»t ffc« 0urU« Bi l l p«t9«dt Aleh brought

of U a U to tho QUrofceoa, c

I« IB95 I wu doetod u Olrwoit Jtid^o of tho

Dlrtalct, eo«prlilnf DolA«uro9 0oo«e«sooov«« imd

aolino plstrleto* Meh 41 »triot htd I t s o » ocmrt hotxa»t

and Z kold etarl at a l l tkr«« plaeos*

Tho Dol«i«zo oourl h<raoo «os located on Hoaoy Crookt

oa tho oast sido of Brand BlTar, botiooa tho prosont s l tos

of QTOTO and Jay, aad « i right out im tho tUbox*

litmt Sosio Skoll, aa old f a l l blood Gfeorokoo «oaaa9 oon-

dattod s bosvAisK hoaso thcrat stioro «o bosxdod and lodf»d

lh i lo sttoodlBS ooort.

fto Ooosooseeovoo Coott 39o*o «as loootad In tho toon

of Olaroaoro, a n«w torn that had not boon ootabliehod

Tory loaf oofoW I hold court thoro« I t oas tho hosw teia

of Hoary Ohsabors, Soooad Chief, sho had diod a fov yooxs

boforo«



76

mmnmm9 sous *. iramixii* xaou.

8allaa toaxt I N M mm laaataft taa allot aaat

and aboat a half alia aaata af tfca avoaoat alt* of the

tarn «f «•••, mow Miytt O«tt»tr» Okl*h«tm, Likt

rtfht «at 1B the woods*

tffl o» tf OlT<rolt Jw90t for

«»A tk«n «Bt«rod th« v«e* for Pslaelpal (Biitf*

I.SJTID A3 PKDDtPAL OHIIf.

Im *Tmb*T9 1B99, Z i u ol«ot«d « Priadp«l Chi of

of tto Q&ortko* KfttiM, *U MTTO4 four yoojnu At tho

t i n X « M olooUd to this, ftaitioa, I « M t e r r l * &»

loyor of Tlmlta, aad ro«lfMd that potltion to so to

ttfcloquafe. Foils Oovon, o»o «otac tho olioot octtlers

of TUit« t m 0orrl«ff «« prooldoat of th« aity

omA aortod o«t «y vasxplrod torn.

it

of aoarlBatlac a eandldata by a arla**y

alaotloa, aa la doaa la oar yroaost atata and ooosty

alactloas, tha oaalldatoa vara noalnatii la

Tk9 floaraatioa far naadaotUc a thlof m» bald at

Taakar'a apylag, north af fafelaqaak* aad ttoar» aaa alaaya
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* let «f *Ltm work dooa In Taklaquah a far days

too*!** feo Malafttloao*

At Hi* elosa of «y flnri r«oy yur t«m tf

X *«*ln «st«r«d th« n « i to b« h«Id b«fo« tkt

•«MT»stl«mv «at tlx« might btftsrm thm c«nrr«iUom

I had « Majority of t&* &cl*gat«a wbo had

trm th« nlM dUtriota, asd Mat to b«d fMlla« that I

kad that rae« won, aa I kad alaaya <3oa« before,

nniaai 0* Rtcwa, tfaa Harttent Prlaoa «f Sldaiaolc,

«aa a •amlidata a^plBat a«t and «ban ti»« dalaamtas east

tktix TOtti Rtftvt aad at beat in th« last Cowalag eoa-

Tantion trwr kald for a Principal <9daf 1B th« 0»araka«

latltm* X alvayt Uou«ht a» bo««jat soa« tf ay dalagitaa

soaa. Thla « M tb« asly dafwt I rr«r a»t la

itlom, tr ftnaxsl ala«tloa«

H4T0R or jxmXk nn

I aarrad aa amyar of Tlmlta tiuraa tasao, bafara

1900, and t*o toaao after 1*00, aarrlag taa laat Urn Is

101T.
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EILFID 10 HQHDUTI BHTAH.

I hava alaaya bttn a Democrat 1A Hational pol i t ic*,

and w»« a dalegata to tha Rational Goovaotlon In Danrar

ta« ya«r Bryan vaa noadaatad for tha praaldenaj.

TIUTtRHAL S0CIETI53.

In ay aerly l i f t X took an a e t l r a part In fratarnal

aftmlra. I aa a thirty-aacond degree ltoaon, a nacabar of

the Tinl ta Lodga, So* 5 , A.F. it A,M., ladlan Oonalatory,

MsAlaatert and AJcdar Taiqple A^A.O.»,U.S»t Ttxlaa, and a

• w b a r of Tinl ta Lodga Ho« 116S, BaneTolant and Protaot lra

Qrdar of Xlka*

OBXPFLSD SI30S 1917.

I h l l a t e r f l o g ny l a a t torm as Mayor of T in l ta In

1017, and whila attamptlng to a l i g h t from a pasaengtr

t r a l n t X f a i l and dialooatad ay hip and bara bean a crippla

arar alnea* I aanagad t o taa« down town and at t i n an

atxtoaoblla, afaara X oGold aaat ay f r i a s d s and t a l k with

than for a nnabcr of yaaora, but ainea 19S6 I aara baon

tmabla t o laaro t i a hauaa*
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I spend «y t l»B r a i d i n g , l i s t e n i n g to the radio

and T l s i t i n g ny f r i e n d s . Many of ay old fr i ends c a l l

on me from a l l part* of the old Cherokee Nat ion , and

talk over old times with mo, and I enjoy that more than

anything, since. I hare been confined to the house .

In January, 1937, a committee of bus iness men of

Pryor, Olareaore and Vlni ta ca l l ed on me and n o t i f i e d

me that a movement vas on foot t*ji hold a bl« ce lebrat ion

In Vlnl ta for mo, and a t the same time p lace my name In

the Ba l l of Fane a t Oklahoma C i t y . This was Tery g r a t i -

fy ing , put as one of my daughters was very 111 at the

time, I e»ked them t o postpone th« matteT u n t i l her hea l th

was improved.

Journalist Note:

The daughter mentioned died on April 21,
1937, and the old chief vaa so badly torn up over her
death- and long Illness that he was never right ve i l ,
after her death. He had a stroke of paralysis a few
days b«for« hi a death, fron «hi.ah he never recovered,
and dl«d on Friday, February 11, 1938, as stated above.

Hia raaalna ware laid to rest in the Fairview Oeaatery,
Vlnlta, Oklahoma*


