


	

		
			
			
				Hello Dolly Knitting

				Super Cute Knitting Patterns

			


						
				
			

			
			
				Menu
				Skip to content

					Pattern Shop
	About Me
	Instagram
	Blog
	Knitting Tutorials
	Knitting Tips
	Toy Designs
	Free Knitting Patterns



	FAQ
	Pattern Support


			

		
		
		
		

	
		

			
				

	
		Free Knitting Pattern – Daisy the Baby Dino PDF Knitting Pattern

		
			October 23, 2018April 2, 2020 - Emily		


				
					

			

	
		
Introducing Daisy the super adorable baby dino! Daisy is about 19cm/ 7.5 inches tall, in a sitting position, the same size as my other knitted animals. As always, Daisy is knitted in the round using double pointed needles, with her other body parts picked up and knitted, making her completely seamless!




The inspiration to design Daisy came when everyone would comment that my unicorn/ pony pattern, looked like a dinosaur, that is before I’d added it’s mane, tail and ears of course. So it’s something that I’ve been meaning to get around to for sometime, however I just couldn’t seem to find the right coloured yarn that I had in mind for this design. That was until I discovered the beautiful colourway ‘Fragile” by Madeline Tosh. I just love the colourful flecks, and hints of peach throughout, so gorgeous!




I have put the written instructions only for Daisy the Dino below for free. Unfortunately I am unable to offer pattern support on free patterns. 




To check out some more of my patterns please visit my Etsy shop here.









This post may contain some affiliate links. You can read my full disclosure policy for details.




What you’ll need:




Yarn: Approximately 105m /115 yds of 8 ply/ DK yarn in MC for the body (Madeline Tosh Colour Fragile). I’ve used both their Longrider DK and their High Twist DK before, and either one of those work for this project just fine. You’ll also need a small amount of 8 ply/ DK yarn in a contrasting colour for the dino spikes. I’ve used Cleckheaton superfine Merino in the colour Cameo.




Needles: Set of five 3.25 mm double pointed knitting needles or needles to give correct tension.




Tension gauge: This toy has been designed at a tension of 6.5 sts to 2.5 cm/ 1 inch.




Stuffed toys are generally knitted with needles smaller than the recommended needle size for your yarn, for a tighter knit. This is to prevent seeing any filling through the toy.




 




You’ll also need:




	3 mm crochet hook for picking up stitches
	Wool needle for seaming & weaving in ends
	Stitch marker to mark the beginning of rounds
	12 mm black safety eyes
	Toy filling





 




Before we begin, a quick note on toy safety!




Safety eyes contain small parts, NOT SUITABLE FOR CHILDREN UNDER 3 YEARS. Embroidering the eyes is recommended as an alternative for children under 3 years. DO NOT add any materials or embellishments such as wire, buttons or beads. ALWAYS use clean, washable toy stuffing or filling that complies with current safety standards, and ALWAYS refer to current safety standards for children’s toys before giving any toy to a small child!




Please note: This free version of my pattern does not include pattern support. As much as I would love to help you, I also have family responsibilities that I need to consider. 




 




NOSE & HEAD




Using 3.25 mm dpns & MC yarn, cast on 8 sts, using a circular cast on method. For how to cast on using a circular method please visit www.hellodollyknitting.com/pattern-support. Knit into the back leg of the first yo st, then knit to end. Divide the sts roughly equally over 3 dpns. Join in the rnd and knit as follows:




Round 2: Pm for beg of rnd, kfb to end (16 sts).




Round 3: Knit to end.




Round 4: (K1, kfb) to end (24 sts).




Rounds 5 – 11: Knit 7 rnds.




 




Shape the head




While shaping the head, redistribute the sts roughly equally over the dpns as needed.




Round 12: (M1R, k1) 7 times, M1R, knit to end (32 sts).




Round 13: Knit.




Round 14: (M1R k2) 7 times, M1R, knit to end (40 sts).




Round 15: Knit.




Round 16: (M1R, k3) 7 times, M1R, knit to end (48 sts).




Using a needle and a small piece of scrap yarn place stitch markers for the eyes, in the next round as follows:




Round 17: K6, pm for eye, k16, pm for eye, knit to end.




Round 18: (M1R, k4) 7 times, M1R, knit to end (56 sts).




Rounds 19 – 35: Knit 17 rnds.




Before shaping the crown, attach the safety eyes at the markers.




  




Shape the crown




Round 36: (K5, k2tog) to end (48 sts).




Round 37: Knit (and every foll alt rnd).




Round 38: (K4, k2tog) to end (40 sts).




Round 40: (K3, k2tog) to end (32 sts).




Round 42: (K2, k2tog) to end (24 sts).




Round 44: (K1, k2tog) to end (16 sts).




Round 46: (K2tog) to end (8 sts).




Break yarn and thread tail through rem 8 sts. Pull tail firmly to close the loop.




  




THE BODY




With the base of the head facing you, working in a clockwise direction, use a 3 mm crochet hook & yarn in MC to pick up 32 sts in a square, (8 sts on each of four 3.25 mm needles).  You can read my tutorial on how to pick up stitches for toy limbs here.




Join in the round and knit as follows:




Rounds 1 – 10: Knit 10 rnds.




Round 11: K2, M1L, (K4, M1L) 7 times, k2 (40 sts).




Rounds 12- 16: Knit 5 rnds.




Round 17: K3, M1L, (K5, M1L) 7 times, k2 (48 sts).




Rounds 18 – 22: Knit 5 rnds.




Round 23: K4, M1L (K6, M1L) 7 times, k2 (56 sts).




Rounds 24 – 33: Knit 10 rnds.




Round 34: (K5, k2tog) to end (48 sts).




Round 35: Knit (and every foll alt rnd).




Round 36: (K4, k2tog) to end (40 sts).




Round 38: (K3, k2tog) to end (32 sts).




Round 40: (K2, k2tog) to end (24 sts).




Round 42: (K1, k2tog) to end (16 sts).




Round 44: (K2tog) to end (8 sts).




Finish stuffing the body. Break yarn and thread tail through rem 8 sts. Pull tail firmly to close the loop.




LEGS 




(Repeat on each side)




In the same way as before for the body, working in a clockwise direction, use a 3 mm crochet hook & MC to pick up 20 sts in a square, (5 sts on each of four 3.25 mm needles). The legs are placed at the front of the body and should sit just above the decreases for the bottom. I’ve spaced mine about 8 sts apart, so they point slightly outward. Join work in the round and knit as follows:




Rounds 1 – 8: Knit 8 rnds.




Round 9: K2, M1L, (K5, M1L) 3 times, k3 (24 sts).




Rounds 10 – 15: Knit 6 rnds.




Round 16: K3, M1L, (K6, M1L) 3 times, k3 (28 sts).




Rounds 17 – 22:  Knit 6 rnds.




Round 23: (K2, k2tog) to end (21 sts).




Round 24: Knit to end.




Round 25: (K1, k2tog) to end (14 sts).




Round 26: (K2tog) to end (7 sts).




Finish stuffing the leg. Break yarn and thread tail through rem 7 sts. Pull tail firmly to close the loop.









  




ARMS 




(Repeat on each side)




With the side of the toy facing, working in a clockwise direction, use a 3 mm crochet hook & MC to pick up 20 sts in a square (5 sts on each of four 3.25 mm needles). The arms are placed about 3 rounds below the head, centred with the Dino’s neck. See opening image for guidance. Join work in the round and knit as follows:




Rounds 1 – 12: Knit 12 rnds.




Round 13: K2, M1L, (K5, M1L) 3 times, k3 (24 sts).




Rounds 14 – 19: Knit 6 rnds.




Round 20: (K2, k2tog) to end (18 sts).




Round 21: Knit to end.




Round 22: (K1, k2tog) to end (12 sts).




Round 23: (K2tog) to end (6 sts).




Finish stuffing the arm. Break yarn and thread tail through rem 6 sts. Pull tail firmly to close the loop.




  




THE TAIL




With the back of the toy facing, starting at the bottom right hand corner of the tail, working in a clockwise direction, use a 3 mm crochet hook & MC to pick up 44 sts in a square (11 sts on needle one, 12 sts on needle two, 9 sts on needle three & 12 sts on needle four). The tail should be placed centre with the dino’s back, just above the decreases for the dino’s bottom. Join work in the round and knit as follows:




Round 1: Knit to end.




Round 2: K25, k2tog, pm for the centre stitch, knit the centre stitch, SSK, knit to end (42 sts).




Round 3: K24, k2tog, k1, SSK, knit to end (40 sts).




Round 4: K23, k2tog, k1, SSK, knit to end (38 sts).




Continue decreasing in this way, 2 sts every round. One stitch either side of the centre stitch, (k2tog to the right of the centre stitch, and SSK to the left), until only 8 sts remain. Re-distribute your stitches roughly equally across your dpns as needed. It is not necessary to keep the beginning of the round correct, only the centre stitch. You might find it easier to eliminate one of your dpns as the number of stitches are reduced.




  




THE SPIKES




The spikes are picked up and knitted individually, five spikes centre down the top and back of the head, and 3 spikes down the centre of the tail. Working in a clockwise direction, use a 3 mm crochet hook & MC to pick up 16 sts in two parallel lines, (8 sts on each of two 3.25 mm needles). Your third needle will be your working needle. Join the work in the round and knit as follows:




Rounds 1 & 2: Knit to end.




Round 2: (K2tog, k4, k2tog) twice (12 sts)




Round 3: Knit to end.




Round 4: (K2tog, k2, k2tog) twice (8 sts)




Graft remaining 8 stitches together. You can read my tutorial on how to graft stitches at www.hellodollyknitting.com/pattern-support/




Finally, fasten then bury all ends inside the toy.








			I really hope you’ve enjoyed this post. Please don’t forget to share the link on social media or tag @hello.dolly.knitting on Instagram. To stay up to date when I release new designs, you can sign up to my email list by filling out the form below. I have a few that I’m working on that I’m sure you’re going to love. Thanks so much for your support!



		

			Have you ever thought about starting your own craft blog? Learn how I sucessfully earn extra income from this little knitting blog of mine by reading my article here.
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						Beverley					

					
						February 10, 2019 at 2:32 am
												Reply											

				
								Regarding  “Daisy the Baby Dino”,  I absolutely love this knitted toy.  My granddaughter has asked me to knit it for her.  I do not knit with double pointed needles and have always improvised with either circular needles or straight needles.  I am confused at the very beginning where you state cast on 8 stitches.  The “Knit into the back leg of the first yo st, then knit to end” confuses me.  Where is it stated to “yo”?  The only instructions I see start on the 2nd round.

			

		

		
		
						
							

			
			
				
					
						admin					

					
						February 13, 2019 at 4:07 am
												Reply											

				
								Hi Beverley. Thanks so much! This pattern requires you to use a circular cast on method for seamless knitting which require yarn overs or “yo”. Please keep in mind that this is a free pattern provided to you at no cost. If you need pattern support you can upgrade to an inexpensive printable PDF version of this pattern from my Etsy shop. But I unfortunately I cannot offer pattern support if you choose to improvise this pattern. Thanks for your understanding!

			

		

	



	
		
						
							

			
			
				
					
						Beverley Crevar					

					
						February 12, 2019 at 9:59 pm
												Reply											

				
								I cannot knit with DPNs.  Could I knit with straight knitting needles? If so, could you explain the first row to me?  (i.e., where does it state “yo” anywhere?

Thanks so much!

			

		

		
		
						
							

			
			
				
					
						admin					

					
						February 13, 2019 at 3:56 am
												Reply											

				
								Hi Beverly. Sorry, this pattern cannot be knitted on two needles, it is designed to be knitted in the round only. I have many tutorials here on my site to help with using double pointed needles if you decide to give it a try. In reference to the “yo” stitch, it won’t make sense unless you are using a circular cast on method as stated in the pattern, which is used for seamless knitting and requires you to yarn over. Hope that helps.

			

		

		
		
						
							

			
			
				
					
						Mir					

					
						July 6, 2019 at 5:28 pm
												Reply											

				
								Do you happen to have a free, no pattern support version of una the unicorn? I want to make her for a little girls birthday.

			

		

		
		
						
							

			
			
				
					
						admin					

					
						July 9, 2019 at 2:35 am
												Reply											

				
								Hi, 

Thanks for your comment. Unfortunately I don’t have a free version of my unicorn knitting pattern at this stage.

Kind regards,

Emily

			

		

	









	
		
						
							

			
			
				
					
						Cáit Grant					

					
						June 14, 2019 at 8:02 am
												Reply											

				
								I loved knitting this pattern even as some would not like knitting using  a circular needle or even Double Pins. I haven’t used DP since I knitted soaks some years back,  now I I’ve picked it up again. This and other patterns if I can find them I made for  my grandson or what used to be “Little Man”  but now he’s our   “Big Man” as he is a “Big Brother” since March. Loves Monsters, Dinos, etc, But  his great love is Pirates so I spend time looking for them HELP…. I  am now using Round or DP’s for many thing others now.

			

		

		
		
						
							

			
			
				
					
						admin					

					
						June 15, 2019 at 2:31 am
												Reply											

				
								Hi Cait, 

I’m so glad you enjoyed knitting this pattern. I know double pointed needles are not everyone’s cup of tea but I myself love them. They have so many advantages. I am in the middle of creating a doll pattern and I was also going the create a man doll version which I’m sure you could easily turn into a pirate so keep an eye out for that.

Kind regards,

Emily

			

		

	



	
		
						
							

			
			
				
					
						Cáit					

					
						June 14, 2019 at 8:15 am
												Reply											

				
								Also like DP & Round needles for  Cardigans, Jacket and childrens as there in many patterns, the advantage of no side seams. And like  them when  when knitting  “Top Down”.   Also think of those extra long needles,  if you can find them. My late husband made some for me… I wanted  him to add Broomstick needles but we never got there.  (Love all the Patterns especially when “Free”).

			

		

	
	
		
						
							

			
			
				
					
						Marilyn Hansen					

					
						March 26, 2020 at 1:23 pm
												Reply											

				
								Thank you so much for this free pattern!  I made two of them. They are so cute!  Now I would like to make some teddy bears.  Do you have a pattern with this same method of adding arms and legs?

			

		

		
		
						
							

			
			
				
					
						admin					

					
						March 30, 2020 at 8:31 am
												Reply											

				
								Hi Marilyn, you’re so welcome! I’m really glad you’ve gotten such good use from the pattern. I don’t know of any similar bear patterns at the moment but I am planning on doing a bear in the near future, so if you haven’t already, don’t forget to subscribe to my newsletter and you’ll get notified when it’s released.

Emily
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				About Me
Hello!
			I’m Emily. I’m a wife to a wonderful husband, homeschool mum to two beautiful little girls and the owner of a Great Dane puppy named Clancy. I enjoy my life with my little family on the beautiful south coast of Australia. Autumn and Winter are my favourite seasons, where I can snuggle up with my knitting and a cup of coffee.
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