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Abstract

keywords : Japanese architecture ~ hot spring architecture ~ preservation -
interpretation

Motives

In Tsaoshan (nowadays widely known as Y angmingshan) area, well
known for its beautiful scenery and abundant resources in hot springs, a
variety of hot spring architectures were built in as early asthe
Japanese-Occupation era. These architectures ranged from public bathhouses,
institution-owned guesthouses, hotels to villas...etc. It was these
architectures that made the area a notable hot spring spot in northern Taiwan.
Although they were built in the Occupation era or Taiwan Restoration era,
till quite a number of them remain till now. Gradually, they developed into
architecture groups very unique in Y angmingshan area with their historical
background and Japanese style, which is quite valuable in historical and
cultural aspects.

In order to everlasingly preserve the precious historical and cultural
resources, and best utilize these resources as educational materials, this
project is doing “Interpretation and Preservation Plan for the Japanese Hot
Spring Architecturesin Y angmingshan National Park” in year 93 of Republic
of China(2004), as a continuation of “Survey and Research on the Japanese
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Hot Spring Architecturesin Y angmingshan National Park” by
Y angmingshan National Park Headquarters done in the previous year(2003).
The aim of this project is to hasten the Japanese hot spring
architectures to be well preserved and reused, the unique historical and
cultural resourcesin Y angmingshan National Park to be fully utilized, and
the early development of Y angmingshan to be witnessed in the meantime, by
implementing the plan and suggestions proposed in this project. Also, it is
hoped that in the near future tourists to Y angmingshan National Park can
experience a nostalgic, educational, historical, cultural and recreational hot

spring trip.

Resear ch approaches and process

(1) Basic data survey

To re-survey the distribution and location of the architectures situated
in the area specified in this project, then analyze these data, and verify the
working range of this project

(2) Historical documents survey

To collect and organize the related historical background of each
architecture and build up abasic interpretation database for future use,
through indexing and surveying related Chinese and Japanese articles,
newspapers of old times, documents, files, historical pictures, old-time
photographs and books

(3) Interviews with local patriarchs

To interview with local patriarchs and residents in order to understand
the background information and related historical events of each
architecture

(4) Field survey and record

To make afield survey of neighboring path systems, architecture
groups and historical relics to supplement basic survey records, and take
pictures of them for file

(5) Collection and research of related cases

To research related cases on how to preserve, re-use and explain
traditional architectures, and gain experiences for future preservation and



interpretation
(6) Survey of willingness

To use aquestionnaire to survey these architecture owners
willingness to preserve, re-use and open for explanation, as areference for
follow-up planning

3. Keyplanningideas

The key planning ideas in this project can be divided mainly into
interpretation part and preservation-and-reuse part. The details are as below.

(1) Interpretation

It is suggested that, based on the collected and organized related
documents and the distribution of the Japanese hot spring architectures and
relics located in this project area, a whole-direction interpretation program,
including publications, multimedia, interpretation pathways, explanatory
signs, indicative signs, flexible space-experiencing exhibitive facility
(Installation Art), be adopted in Y angmingshan Japanese hot spring
architecture area.

The interpretation pathways consists of the fore mountain and back
mountain systems. Each system hasits main paths, minor paths and
interpretation stations.  Adequate architecture explanatory signs be set up
along the paths to match different characteristics of different places, to make
tourists experience the unique cultural atmosphere the Japanese hot spring
architectures bring.

(2) Preservation-and-reuse

This project suggests that the fore-mentioned Japanese hot spring
architectures be graded according to their respective preservation condition,
symbolic meaning, traits of its age, orientation in local development,
historical and cultural background and the willingness to preserve, and thus
be preserved differently. This project isto provide a suggested list of
assigned historical relics and assigned historical architectures so that future
preservation job can be proceeded.

In addition to the hot spring architecture groups, Japanese gardens,



related relics and the local original scenesin this area should also be
preserved in hope that a Tsaoshan hot springs eco-museum can be built up,
and the past prosperous hot spring culture of Tsaoshan area be re-created.

4. Main suggestions
(1) Survey for assigned architecture preservation

To facilitate the job of preserving these Japanese hot spring
architectures located in the area, it is suggested that alist proposed by this
project for preservation be given to Department of Cultural Affairs, Taipei
City Government, as soon as possible to convene the historical relics
committee to proceed the follow-up surveys and assigned work.

(2) Feasibility research on the Japanese hot spring architecture preserve-and-reuse
program

Quite a number of the Japanese hot spring architecturesin thisarea
worth preserving and re-using, but the feasibility research should be done
according to each architecture ownership, the willingness to preserve and
reuse, limits for mending, budgets for maintenance and management, in

hope to speed up the implementation of the preserve-and-re-use program of
the architectures.

(3) Follow-up program for interpretation

As acontinuation of the interpretation program mentioned earlier in
this project, it is suggested to resume the follow-ups, such as the planning of
interpretation stations both in the fore and back mountains, the editing of
explanatory leaflets and books, the detailed design for interpretation
pathways, filming documentaries on the architectures and interviews with
local patriarchs, and feasibility evaluation of explanatory bus.

(4) Emergent repair and maintenance of architectures

One architecture(No.35, Section 1, Yangming Road) needs emergent
repair. Besides, Tsaoshan Royal Guesthouse also needs immediate repair to
prevent the already severely damaged situation from further destruction.

(5) Suggestions for follow-up surveys and researches

It is suggested that about the architectures and sites worth preserving,



surveysincluding drawing surveys, decomposition surveys, roof-truss
surveys and garden surveys, should be done immediately in order to set up a
complete database of Japanese hot spring architecturesin thisareaasa
reference for follow-up researches and interpretation.
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