ARGUMENT AGAINST PROPOSITION _Lj_

PROPOSITION 17 WILL ALLOW CRIMINALS CONVICTED OF MURDER, RAPE,
SEXUAL ABUSE AGAINST CHILDREN, KIDNAPPING, ASSAULT, GANG GUN CRIMES
AND HUMAN TRAFFICKING TO VOTE BEFORE COMPLETING THEIR SENTENCE
INCLUDING PAROLE.

In 1974, California voters approved restoring the right to vote to convicted felons once they have
- completed their sentences (including parole). More recently, California’s prison reform measures
have moved all but the most vicious criminals out of prisons and into local jails. People

convicted of nonviolent felonies like car theft or drug dealing are incarcerated in county jails and

have the right to vote while serving their sentence. For them there is no parole.
PAROLE IN CALIFORNIA IS FOR SERIOUS AND VIOLENT CRIMINALS.

Criminals in prison have been convicted of murder or manslaughter, robbery, rape, child
molestation or other serious and violent crimes and sex offenses. They have victimize_d innocent,
law-abiding citizens who are condemned for life to revisit those crimes in every nightmare.
Certain sounds, smells and everyday experiences will always return them mentally and
emdtionally to the scene of the crime, and for them there is no end to their sentence. Knowing
that their victimizers would have' social equality with them before they have been fully

rehabilitated simply adds to their lifelong pain and misery.

PAROLE IS TO PROVE REHABILITATION BEFORE FULL LIBERTY, INCLUDING

VOTING RIGHTS, IS RESTORED.

Offenders released from PRISON after serving a term for a serious or violent felony are required
to complete parole (usually three years) as part of their sentences. Parole is an adjustment period
when violent felons prove their desire to adjust to behaving properly in a free society. Their

every move is monitored and supervised by a trained state officer. If the state does not trust them
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to choose where to live or travel, with whom to associate and what jobs to do, it MUST NOT

trust them with decisions that will impact the lives and finances of all other members of society.

MOST PAROLEES STUMBLE AND 50% ARE CONVICTED OF NEW CRIMES.

Unfortunately, about half of parolees commit new crimes within three years of release. Cleatly,
théy are not ready tp join the society of law-abiding citizens. Rewérds,and privileges in life must
be earned and deserved. Giving violent criminals the right to vote before they have succeséfully
completed their full sentence, which INCLUDES A PERIOD OF PAROLE, is like giving

students a high school diploma at the end of tenth grade. It makes no sense, and hurts their future

and all of society.
JUSTICE DEMANDS A NO VOTE ON PROPOSITION 17.

Crime victims deserve justice. Granting violent criminals the right to vote before the completion
of their sentence is not jusﬁce. Offenders deserve justice as well. Their self-respect depends upon
knowing that they have made full restitution for their crimes and have earned a second chance.
Californians deserve a justice éystem where offenders pasr for their crimes, prove their

rehabilitation, and only then are welcomed back into civil society. Proposition 17 is NOT justice.
VOTE NO ON PROPOSITION 17
HARRIET SALARNO, Founder smming@immy, Crime Victims United of California

JIM NIELSEN, Chairman, California Board of Prison Terms (Ret.)

RUTH WEISS, Vice President, Election Integrity Project California
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