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ABSTRACT

Earl L. Warrick begins the interview with a description of
his parents and chil dhood, which involved frequent noves between
cities. He renmenbers a seventh grade teacher who inspired his
interest in chem cal engineering by having himbuild a one-tube
radio. He tells of his undergraduate years at the Carnegie
Institute of Technol ogy, where the chem cal engineering
department was a bit disappointing. This led himto switch to
physical chemi stry, in which he received a master's degree.
After recounting his year at Brown, Warrick describes his
experiences at the Mellon Institute, where he devel oped a gl ass
coating. He received his Sc.D. for a kinetic study carried out
al nrost exclusively on nights and weekends whil e he conti nued work
at Mellon. Warrick sunmarizes his career at Dow Cor ni ng,

i ncl udi ng the devel opnment of the "200 fluid," extensive rubber,
pol yner, and silicone research, his invention of "Silly Putty,"
and his work with silicon. He nentions the influence of several
col | eagues, especially MG egor, Collings, Hyde, Bass, and
Speier. VWarrick concludes by comrenting on his position at
Sagi naw Val l ey State College, his current witing, and the
changes that have occurred in chem stry throughout his career.

| NTERVI EVEER

Janmes J. Bohning, Assistant Director for Oral H story at the
Beckman Center, holds the B.S., MS., and Ph.D. degrees in
chem stry. He was a nenber of the chem stry faculty at WI kes
University from 1959 until 1990, where he served as chair of the
Chem stry Departnent for sixteen years, and chair of the Earth
and Environnental Sciences Departnent for three years. He was
Chair of the Division of the Hi story of Chem stry of the Anmerican
Chem cal Society in 1987, and has been associated with the
devel opnent and nmanagenent of the Center's oral history program
si nce 1985.
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Description of parents. Moyves frequently fromcity to
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Attends due to | ocation and econom c circunstances.
Fi nds that chem cal engineering departnent is not very
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graduat e student.

Brown University
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| eaves after a year to get a job.

Mellon Institute
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Graduat e Educati on
Takes courses at University of Pittsburgh while
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Marriage in the fall of 1940. Develops fornula for
cal cul ation of equilibria.

Dow Cor ni ng
Interacts frequently with Hyde and others from Corni ng.
McGregor conmes to Mdland. Bass (who eventual ly
becones president) is director of research and head of
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"200 fluid" which prevents foaming in the oil in
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silicones. Moves into silicon in 1959. Learns about
growi ng them from Knapic in San Francisco. Goes to
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