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Il-Girna The Corbelled Stone Hut
Il-girna (1) hi struttura rustika li niltaqg˙u mag˙ha l-iktar 
fin-na˙iet ta’ fuq ta’ Malta. F’dawn l-in˙awi nsibu ’l fuq 
minn 30 girna. Il-girna tinbena ming˙ajr tik˙il b’©ebel 
mhux ma˙dum li jitrikkbu wa˙da fuq l-o˙ra b’mod li aktar 
ma jitilg˙u ’l fuq, aktar jersqu lejn in-nofs biex jiffurmaw 
saqaf forma ta’ koppla li jing˙alaq b’©ebla jew b’©ebliet çatti 
(2). Il-ma©©oranza tal-giren huma tondi jew ovali, b’xi ftit 
rettangulari (3). Sa mill-antik, il-giren kienu jaqdu l-˙ti©iet 
tal-bdiewa u r-rg˙ajja u w˙ud g˙adhom jintuΩaw sal-lum 
b˙ala post tal-˙Ωin.

The Maltese corbelled stone hut (1) is a widespread feature of the 
landscape but only so in the north and western regions of Malta. 
This area is no exception and in fact over 30 such structures can be 
found here. The corbelling technique is achieved by stacking courses 
of undressed stone (without mortar) moving upwards from a wide 
base and ending with a dome-shaped ceiling closed by large flat 
stones (2). Although most giren are typically circular or elliptical, 
several follow a rectangular plan (3). The huts served the needs of 
farmers and herdsmen since ancient times and some are still in use 
today as storage space.
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