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Summer is supposedly the time for relaxation and I trust that our members were able to indulge to some degree, and 
enjoy doing that.  For organizations such as ours the seasons are only of relevance in so far as they affect the nature of 
events in which we can participate.  Outside events such as those held at St. Williams in mid-August in which the Society 
participated are unlikely to be held in the winter.  So I have to report on a number of activities which have occurred 
since my report in the Spring issue this year. 
 
First, the negative news: The Society applied to the Canada Revenue Agency for charitable status in November 2010.  In 
March of this year we were informed the application would be reviewed within a few months and in June we received 
the decision that the application had been rejected due to the fact that apart from the Newsletter we could not cite 
evidence of activities for which we had expressed intent as specified in our mission statement and objectives, e.g. 
community and public involvement.  As a result we withdrew our application with the intent of submitting a new one 
within the next year.   On a positive note, within the past nine months the Society, either directly or through its 
members, has been involved with the movement of two major forestry collections to Archives Ontario and is engaged in 
the transfer of a woodlands collection to a university archives.  We supported the Port Rowan and South Walsingham 
Heritage Association in their initiative and took part in the dedication and memorial establiǎƘƛƴƎ ά¢ƘŜ 9ΦWΦ ½ŀǾƛǘȊ CƻǊŜǎǘέ 
at St. Williams and the rededication of the memorial to Dr. J. H. White at Turkey Point Provincial Park. 
 
In August the Society became a provincial member of the Ontario Historical Society (OHS).  Founded in 1888, in addition 
to provincial members, the Society has a large membership of local historical and heritage organizations and museums 
as well as individual members.  An article about our becoming a member will be in a forthcoming issue of the OHS 
Bulletin, the newsletter of the Society.  I believe that our membership in the OHS will be mutually beneficial and 
encourage our members to make themselves known to their local history, heritage and museum organizations.  
The Canadian Institute of Forestry, at its AGM in Huntsville in September, kindly provided space for displays by the four 
provincial forest history organizations; we were represented by myself, our banner and copies of our newsletter, 
Forestory. 
 
At the DiǊŜŎǘƻǊǎΩ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŜŀǊƭȅ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ ǿŜ ǎƘŀƭƭ ōŜ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊƛƴƎ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ .ȅ-Laws, which are planned to be 
ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ ŦƻǊ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅΩǎ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ƻƴ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ фΣ нлмнΣ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ bƻǘǘŀǿŀǎŀƎŀ 
Inn, Alliston.  Elsewhere in this ƛǎǎǳŜ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅΩǎ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ Ƙŀǎ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ ǊŜǎǳƭǘƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǾŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
Ontario Forestry Association to new offices in downtown Toronto.  There is some forest history related to this since the 
new offices will be in the building which houǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŦŜŘŜǊŀƭ hƴǘŀǊƛƻ CƻǊŜǎǘ tŀǘƘƻƭƻƎȅ ƭŀōƻǊŀǘƻǊȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ мфрлΩǎΦ     
 
I wish all a safe and happy holiday season and look forward to seeing many of you in Alliston in February. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Ken Armson R.P.F. 
 
  

tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ aŜǎǎŀƎŜ 
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For me, this issue of our newsletter is about six degrees of separation.  It turns out that the author, Don Llloyd, of the 
book on which our lead story is based knows my husband from the time they spent together at Camp Ahmek in 
Algonquin Park many years ago. 
 
I met one of the authors, Marion Seabrook, at a family function a year ago and was fascinated by the forest history she 
was telling me about Manitoulin Island ς history of my home place of which I was unaware.  When I received her draft 
article, I realized that one of the people she refers to (the lighthouse keeper) was my great great grandfather, who lived 
on Manitoulin Island for 30 years before returning south. 
 
John Haegeman writes about the north shore and the stolen mill on John Island.  The story I chose from Sylva last spring 
before I had made contact with John is about the Spanish River Lumber Company.  The story includes reference to the 
ά{ǘƻƭŜƴ aƛƭƭέΦ  L ƘŀŘ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŜŀǎǳǊŜ ƻŦ ŎŀƴƻŜƛƴƎ Řƻǿƴ ǘƘŜ {ǇŀƴƛǎƘ wƛǾŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘǊŜŜ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ŎƻƭƭŜŀƎǳŜǎ ǿƘŜƴ L ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources in Sudbury.  We were looking for old growth white and red pine and saw lots. 
 
Rob Galloway speaks about his experiences on the Englehart Management Unit, and I have fond memories of spending 
time there as an undergraduate and graduate student. 
 
The other idea that has been rolling around in the back of my mind as I put this edition of the newsletter together is that 
history is made by people ς of all shapes and stripes.  I was reminded of this as I reread Chapter 4 of wŜƴŜǿƛƴƎ bŀǘǳǊŜΩǎ 
Wealth, and ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ WƻƘƴ .ŀŎƘŜǊΩǎ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ½ŀǾƛǘȊ ŀƴŘ 5ǊǳǊȅΣ ŀƴŘ YŜƴ !ǊƳǎƻƴΩǎ ŀōƻǳǘ aŀǊƛŜ wŀǳǘŜǊ.  And that it is 
people who pass on our history ς ƭƛƪŜ ±ŀƭŜǊƛŜ YƛǊƪǿƻƻŘΩǎ ŀƴŎŜǎǘƻǊǎ ŘƛŘ.  There is so much local knowledge out there it 
amazes me.  I think of my good friend and classmate, Peter Hynard, and the immense forestry knowledge he has of the 
Haliburton area.  I was struck by John HaegeƳŀƴΩǎ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŦƻǊŜǎǘ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 9ǎǇŀƴƻƭŀ ŀǊŜŀΣ ŀƴŘ ƻŦ 
ǘƛƳōŜǊ ƳŀǊƪǎΤ ŀƴŘ aŀǊƛƻƴΩǎ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ƻŦ ƭumbering on Manitoulin Island; aƴŘ YŜƴ tƭƻǳǊŘŜΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ YŜƴƛǎƛǎ [ŀƪŜ 
sawmill.  This is what the Forest History Society of Ontario is all about ς finding this history and making it available to a 
wider audience. 
 
I had a lot of fun putting this edition together ς and talking to folks who know so much about forest history. I have 
almost enough material for another edition focussed on local forest history.  But there are many other interesting topics 
and I am excited to start working on our next newsletter theme ς forest inventory and all that it is connected to. 
 
I would like to encourage all of you to send me your stories ς either of your own experiences or of your local forest 
history. 
 
We have two major changes in this edition and for future editions.  Mike Commito, a PhD candidate in history, has 
agreed to be our regular book reviewer and will choose one or more books each edition to discuss in detail.  Thanks 
Mike!  We have also added a section that highlights archive sites across the province.  Mark Kulhberg, Professor of 
History at Laurentian University very kindly agreed to write the first article.  Thank you Mark.  I will be looking for you, 
our readers, to think about investigating your local archives sites and museums and to send me articles about them. 
 
Lastly, I would like to thank our President, Ken Armson, for his indefatigable support of the Society, as you will see from 
the Events page ς it is people like Ken who make history!  Thank you Ken for your dedication and hard work supporting 
the Society. 
 
Have ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ŀƴŘ ǿŜΩƭƭ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘ ŀƎŀƛƴ ƴŜȄǘ ǎǇǊƛƴƎΦ 
 
Sherry Hambly M.Sc.F. 

9ŘƛǘƻǊΩǎ Message 
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By Douglas Gloin 
 
If there is one key fact coming through in Donald L. Lloyd's "Algonquin Harvest", it is that the histories of Algonquin Park, the McRae 
Lumber Company and the Whitney area are so inextricably linked that it would have been impossible to tackle a book on any one of 
the subjects without taking on all three in detail. 
 
And that, basically, is what Lloyd has done with Algonquin Harvest: The History of the McRae Lumber Company, [which was released 
earlier this month]. 
 
Lloyd, the author of seven previous works, including three about Algonquin Provincial Park, has produced an exhaustively 
researched chronicle of the McRae family's fortunes from their arrival as Scottish immigrants in the early 19th century to their move 
into lumbering a few decades later. The real story, however, begins around the turn of the century with several key events: the 1893 
passage of the Algonquin National Park Act by the province of Ontario; the establishment of the village of Whitney in 1895 with the 
arrival of the railway, and the move west of John Stanley Lothian McRae, soon to be the legendary J.S.L. McRae. 
 
In 1911, having left Eganville after fire destroyed his father's mill, J.S.L. was cutting timber from a farm lot 
on Bark Lake near Barry's Bay and running a mill at Martin's Siding. By 1919, he was working in the 
Whitney area.  Recession struck in 1921, and a year later J.S.L. took the opportunity to buy out the ailing 
Dymet Mickle Lumber Company. The McRae Lumber Company was born. 
 

Lloyd has woven a fascinating 
compendium of facts, logging lore 
and trivia into the book's 348 
pages. We learn, for example, the 
logistical problems of feeding the 
crew of hungry loggers for a 
month at the Cranberry Lake 
Operation in 1931. It took, to 
name just a few items, 700 pounds of pork, eight sides of 
beef, 500 pounds of lard, assorted vegetables in large 
quantities, and, somewhat mysteriously to those uninitiated 
to logging camp fare, five quarts of vanilla extract. 
 
The book's elegant foreword is written 
by author and columnist Roy 
MacGregor, whose past is also 

entwined with the McRae family, Algonquin and Whitney.  
 
J.S.L. McRae was married to aŀŎƎǊŜƎƻǊΩǎ aunt, Janet. His dad Duncan was a key McRae employee. Roy's 
grandfather Tom McCormick was chief ranger at Algonquin Park. The book, which took Lloyd five years to 
complete, was written with the enthusiastic support of the McRae family, in particular Bob McRae. 
 
The research done into the mercurial fortunes of the logging trade and the McRae firm in particular included 
field reports from University of Toronto forestry studies going back to the early years of the 20th century, 
tapes from McRae family interviews and interviews with long-standing McRae staffers like Gary Cannon. 
There are recollections by and about legendary teamsters like Frank and Paul Shalla, Felix Luckasavitch and 
Felix Voldock. Lloyd chronicles the McRae mills at places such as Airy, Hay Lak,e Mink Lake - and Rock Lake - 
and always, the fortunes of Whitney. 
 
The book's many maps and illustrations include a detailed look at the harness equipment required for draft horses (the McRaeΩs led 
the conversion to motorized transport in the later years, but logging with horses was the reality for the first half of the 20th century.  
(The company last used horses in the bush in 1962.)  Lloyd also includes a helpful and amusing glossary of logging terms, and 

The McRae Lumber Company 

J.S.L. McRae 

Inside a bunkhouse. 

Skidding a log. 



~ 2 ~ 
 

appendices with township maps, sample timber licenses, and copies of government orders-in-council that helped shape the fortunes 
of McRae Lumber, its employees and the village of Whitney over the years. 
 
The author documents J.S.L.'s gruff demeanour, his contradictory reputations for being both parsimonious and generous, the 
extended and at times rough transition from his leadership of the firm to that 
his son Don McRae, and the much smoother transfer of power to Don's sons, 
John and Bob. 
 
Some aspects of the McRae firm's role in Algonquin Park might surprise those 
who cast a jaundiced eye on logging in the park.  The firm has played a leading 
role in logging research and has been involved with the Friends of Algonquin 
Park from its inception.  Lloyd chronicles the tense years of the late 1970's, 
when the Algonquin Wildlands League was campaigning to end all logging in the 
park and operations became severely restricted. He recounts efforts of men like 
former park superintendent Frank MacDougall to make the relationship 
between logger and recreational users work. 
 
Some of the most fascinating parts of Algonquin Harvest are the accounts of life in Whitney through the war years. It was at the 
village's Red Cross Outpost Hospital that a young nurse named Helen McRorie came to work just before World War II. She met 
Donald McRae there and they were married when he returned from years in a German prisoner-of-war camp. 
 
Equally fascinating are the book's photographs. They include a picture of Donald McRae in his RCAF uniform with former McRae 
employee Felix Shalla in 1941, just before both men shipped out for Europe. 
 
Don's Halifax bomber was shot down during an air raid on Essen in 1942, and he was imprisoned in Stalag Luft III at Sagan in what 
was then East Prussiaτnow part of Poland. There, he played a role in helping to plan the famous "Great Escape" but was transferred 
out before he could be involved in the breakout itself. 
 
Felix Shalla became a combat engineer and landed on Normandy's Juno Beach on D-Day in 1944, where he was severely wounded 
and died two days later. (Lloyd includes in the book a list of the men and women from the Whitney area who served during the war.) 
 
One of the dangers of a book on the fortunes of a single company is that it might only interest diehard local history fans or those 
who have some connection with the company. Algonquin Harvest, however, is a worthwhile read for anyone who wants to know 
how this region became what it is today. And even the greenest of green newcomers is sure to recognize a name, a place, or a 
legend. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
9ŘƛǘƻǊΩǎ bƻǘŜΥ  The text of this article is reprinted 
ǿƛǘƘ ǇŜǊƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ ά.ŀǊǊȅΩǎ .ŀȅ ¢Ƙƛǎ ²ŜŜƪέΦ  ¢ƘŜ 
ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ ǿŀǎ ǘƛǘƭŜŘ ά! [ƻƎƎƛƴƎ [ŜƎŜƴŘέ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ 
published in on September 20, 2006.  The article is 
ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōƻƻƪ ά!ƭƎƻƴǉǳƛƴ IŀǊǾŜǎǘΣ ¢ƘŜ IƛǎǘƻǊȅ 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aŎwŀŜ [ǳƳōŜǊ /ƻƳǇŀƴȅέ ōȅ 5ƻƴŀƭd Lloyd.  
The photographs accompanying this article are 
courtesy of Jamie McRae and are included in the 
book. 
 

 
 
 
  

Loading veneer logs on a truck with a jammer. 

Current operations, McRae Logging Company. 
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By Valerie Kirkwood 
 
Since the late 1800s, our branch of the Kirkwood family has treasured and passed on a copy of the άwŜǇƻǊǘ ƻŦ 
Commission on Forest Reservation And National Park 1893Φέ  aȅ ƎǊŜŀǘ-great-grandfather, Alexander Swebert Kirkwood, 
was the Chairman of the Commission that promoted the establishment of what we now call Algonquin Provincial Park.  
What makes this copy of the report so special is that it has been signed down through the generations, starting with 
Alexander, then to his son, John Swebert, and from his son, Frederick Swebert, to Russell Swebert, then to myself, 
Valerie Dianne Kirkwood. 
 

Alexander Kirkwood was born in Belfast in 1823, and had a gift for 
languages.  He was fluent in French, translated scientific material from 
Latin and Russian, and also studied Hebrew.  He emigrated to the U.S. in 
1846, and then to Canada in 1853.  Shortly thereafter he became a clerk in 
the Ontario Crown Lands Department, where he remained until his 
retirement in 1900.  As early as the mid-1880s, he began to promote the 
ǳƴǎŜǘǘƭŜŘ ŀǊŜŀǎ ƻŦ hƴǘŀǊƛƻΩǎ bƛǇƛǎǎƛƴƎ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΣ ŀŦǘŜǊ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ǎŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ 
problems caused by the wholesale destruction of forests and land 
depletion in southern Ontario.  In 1892, a Royal Commission was 
established to study the suitability of these lands as a Forest Preserve, and 
the resultant publication was printed in 1893. 
 
I have taken the liberty of excerpting from the report some items which 
may be of interest to those who have visited the Park and may have, as I 
do, fond memories of camping or working there.  Some show the foresight 
and vision of the Commissioners, some are coloured by the prejudices of 
the time, anŘ ǎƻƳŜ ŀǊŜ ŘƻǿƴǊƛƎƘǘ ŀƳǳǎƛƴƎΣ ƛƴ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘΦ 
 
άΦΦΦƛǘ Ƙŀǎ ŀǇǇŜŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ hǳǊ [ƛŜǳǘŜƴŀƴǘ-Governor of Our Province of Ontario 
in Council expedient to appoint a Commission to inquire into and to make 

full report respecting the fitness of certain territory in Our said Province, including the head waters of the rivers Amable 
du Fond, Petawawa, Bonnechere, Madawaska and Muskoka, and their tributaries, having their sources in the plateau or 
height of land region lying between the Mattawa and Georgian Ray, with boundaries to be hereafter determined, for the 
purpose of a Forest Reservation and National Park; the approximate cost of establishing and maintaining and the ends to 
be attained by the creation of such a Park, and the system adopted in the United States or elsewhere, for the 
ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜΤέ 
 
The Commission was established under the Letters Patent and Commission under the Great Seal of Ontario on February 
8th, 1892.  At that time, Alexander Kirkwood, Esquire, was Senior Officer of the Lands Branch of the Department of 
Crown Lands of Ontario.  He, along with Aubrey White, Esquire, Assistant Commissioner of Crown Lands for the Province 
of Ontario, Archibald Blue, Esquire, Director of Mines for the said Province of Ontario, all of the City of Toronto, and 
James Dickson, of the Village of Fenelon Falls, in the County of Victoria, Esquire, Provincial Land Surveyor and Inspector 
of Surveys for the Province of Ontario, were appointed to be Commissioners. 
 
¢ƘŜȅ ƘŀŘ άǘƘŜ Ŧǳƭƭ ǇƻǿŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅ to summon any witness or witnesses, and to require him or them to give 
evidence on oath, orally or in writing, (or on solemn affirmation if such witness or witnesses is or are parties entitled to 
affirm in civil matters), and to produce to you, Our said Commissioners, such documents and things as you may deem 
ǊŜǉǳƛǎƛǘŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ŧǳƭƭ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƛƎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜƳƛǎŜǎΦΦΦέ  ¢ƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƻ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ [ƛŜǳǘŜƴŀƴǘ-Governor of the Province of 

A Family Treasure Full of History 

Alexander Kirkwood. 
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Ontario. The commissioning Lieutenant-Governor was the Honourable Sir Alexander Campbell, though the report was 
given to the new holder of that office, the Honourable George Airey Kirkpatrick, in January of the following year. 
 
άΦΦΦ  ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŜǊǎ ŜƴŘŜŀǾƻǊŜŘ ǘƻ ǇǊƻŎǳǊŜ ŀƭƭ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŀŘǾŀƴǘŀƎŜǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ might be 
expected to accrue from reserving a portion of the ungranted Crown domain to be set apart as a Forest Reservation and 
bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ tŀǊƪΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǳƛǘŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀŎǘ ƻŦ ƭŀƴŘ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǎǳŎƘ ŀ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜΦέ 
 
In words that echo thrƻǳƎƘ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ ŎƻƴǎŎƛƻǳǎƴŜǎǎΣ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ǎǘŀǘŜǎΣ ά¢ƘŜ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ƻƭŘŜǊ ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎ 
Ƙŀǎ ŜǾŜǊȅǿƘŜǊŜ ǎƘƻǿƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜǎŀƭŜ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŘƛǎŎǊƛƳƛƴŀǘŜ ǎƭŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ ƻŦ ŦƻǊŜǎǘǎ ōǊƛƴƎǎ ŀ Ƙƻǎǘ ƻŦ ŜǾƛƭǎ ƛƴ ƛǘǎ ǘǊŀƛƴΦέ  
Citing soil conservation, watershed headland protection, climate moderation effects and preservation of forest 
ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎΣ ǘƘŜ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŜǊǎ ƴƻǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ά¢ƘŜ ǊŜŎƪƭŜǎǎ ǊŜƳƻǾŀƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊŜǎǘǎΣ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ƙŀǎ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊƛȊŜŘ ǘƘŜ 
greater portion of wooded America, including our own country, may for a limited time provide such a supply in prodigal 
ǇǊƻŦǳǎƛƻƴΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǎǘŜ ƻŦ ƻƴŜ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ŀǘƻƴŜŘ ŦƻǊ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŦƻǊŎŜŘ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘΦέ 
 
The report then outlines what it considered as appropriate boundaries 
for the forest reserve, being somewhat smaller than what is now 
Algonquin Provincial Park.  The lands in question were owned wholly by 
the Crown, and as such, there were no vested interests to be dealt with 
in the establishment of a park.  It notes that fires and lumbermen had 
greatly diminished the quality of the red and white pine stands, but that 
considerable supplies were still available.  Trees noted in order of 
abundance were black birch, maple, hemlock, ironwood, and smaller 
quantities of beech, black ash, basswood, cedar, spruce and tamarack in 
the swamps, and there was a dense undergrowth of balsam, hazel and 
ground hemlock in all parts, with alder along the creek beds and in the 
marshes. 
 
Surveyors had noted that most of the land was either rocky heights or 
lakes and marshes, very little of it suitable for agriculture.  Arable soil 
was in isolated patches, scarcely large enough to make up a school 
section, and was generally stony in nature.  As of that time, no settlers 
had impinged upon the area.  These circumstances, plus the long 
distance to markets, precluded opening the area to agricultural 
development. 
 
Even though much bedrock occurred at the surface, very little in the 
way of mineral deposits, other than some iron ore, had been 
discovered.  On the other hand, the area was home to many varieties of 
valuable mammals, birds and fish. 
 
It seems that Alexander Kirkwood never had the opportunity to visit the lands which comprise Algonquin Park, although 
reports from newspapers of the time show that he had visited Bracebridge and Sudbury.  Of the Commissioners, the 
surveyor, Mr. Dickson, and a Mr. Phipps, had traveled in the area, Mr. Dickson quite extensively. 
 
Although timber licenses covering all the land in question had been issued ς some for pine only ς this was not 
considered to be an impediment to the aims of climate mitigation and water handling in the proposed forest preserve.  
In fact, it was mentioned that the deciduous trees that were filling in where the pines had been removed, were 
beneficial to increasing the deer population, which had been greatly diminished by both legal and illegal hunting.  The 

limit holders seemed to be quite supportive of the proposal, since at that time, it was primarily the pine that they 
were interested in.  The report does caution for conservaǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜΥ  ά¢ƻ ƻōǘŀƛƴ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ŦƻǊŜǎǘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ 
amount of product which it is capable of yielding without at the same time trenching upon its capacity, calls for 
careful and scientific management, such as has hitherto been but little practised ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ǘƭŀƴǘƛŎΦέ 

Algonquin Park Commission Report front page. 
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Ends to be attained by the Reservation were:  maintenance of water supply; preservation of a primeval forest; 
protection of birds and animals; a field for experiments in forestry; a place of health resort; and, beneficial effects 
on climate. 
 

The Commissioners determined that the costs for the purpose of preserving the 
timber, preventing poaching, protecting game and excluding trespassers, would be 
for a staff of four rangers at $1.50 per day and a chief or supervising ranger at 
$2.00 per day.  The chief ranger should have a residence and might be a married 
man, but the other rangers ς they should be young, single men ς could live in 
άǊǳǎǘƛŎ Ƙǳǘǎέ ƻǊ ǘŜƴǘǎ όǘŜƴǘǎΣ ŎŀƴƻŜǎΣ ŀȄŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŀ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ ƻǳǘŦƛǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǎǳǇǇƭƛŜŘύΦ 
The chief ǊŀƴƎŜǊ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǿŜǊǎ ƻŦ ŀ ƳŀƎƛǎǘǊŀǘŜΣ άǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ƳƛƎƘǘ 
convict offenders on the spot, and the rangers should have authority to seize and 
destroy traps, dead-falls, fishing-ƴŜǘǎΣ ŜǘŎΦΣ ŦƻǳƴŘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƳƛǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tŀǊƪΦέ  
The rangers would also have fire-control duties.  The Commissioners foresaw that 
hunting might be allowed in the park in the future, to control burgeoning wildlife 
populations.  They stated that hardwood and young pine trees should be 
preserved, that the land should remain with the Crown, and that permanent 
(including summer) residences and town sites not be allowed. 
 
!ƴŘ Ŧƛƴŀƭƭȅ ǘƘŜ άŎƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŜǊǎ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ wŜǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ōŜ ¢ƘŜ 
Algonquin Park, in this way perpetuating the memory of one of the greatest Indian 
ƴŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ Ƙŀǎ ƛƴƘŀōƛǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ bƻǊǘƘ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ŎƻƴǘƛƴŜƴǘΦέ 

 
By far the largest portion of the report is comprised of supporting 
ǇŀǇŜǊǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ŜƴǘƛǘƭŜŘΥ άPapers And Reports Upon Forestry, Forest 
Schools, Forest Administration and Management In Europe, America, 
and the British Possessions, And Upon Forests as Public Parks and 
Sanitary Resorts. Collected by Mr. A. KirkwoodέΦ  ! ǉǳƛŎƪ ōǊƻǿǎŜ 
through them brings out the point that, even back in the 1800s, those 
who studied the natural sciences knew the principles of sustainable 
forest management, soil conservation, and reforestation. 
 
It is clear that Alexander was proud of this report ς why else would he 
have kept a copy, and signed it down to his son?  He must have been 
proud of the results, too.  I remember, as a very small child, seeing 
the volume nestled on a shelf of the locked book case in my 
ƎǊŀƴŘǇŀǊŜƴǘǎΩ ōŀŎƪ ōŜŘǊƻƻƳΦ  hǘƘŜǊ ǾƻƭǳƳŜǎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ ά¢ƘŜ ²ŀȅ 
ǘƘŜ ²Ŝǎǘ ²ŀǎ ²ƻƴέΣ ŀƴŘ ά¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜ LǎƭŀƴŘέΦ   !ǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜΣ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ 
were rather heavy reading for me.  I was, on occasion, allowed to 
unlock the door and browse the books.  The wood has a very distinct 
scent ς fumed oak, my grandfather declared it.  Now that very book 
case is mine, and Treasure Island, and the Royal Commission Report.  
I shall cherish it. 
  

Signed commission report passed 
down through the generations. 

tƭŀǉǳŜ ŎƻƳƳŜƳƻǊŀǘƛƴƎ !ƭŜȄŀƴŘŜǊ YƛǊƪǿƻƻŘΩǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƛƴ 
the establishment of Algonquin Park. 
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By Peter Hynard, R.P.F. 
 

SǳƎŀǊ LǎƭŀƴŘ ƛǎ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ IŀƭƛōǳǊǘƻƴ /ƻǳƴǘȅ ŀōƻǳǘ мн ƪƳ ǎƻǳǘƘ ƻŦ aƛƴŘŜƴΦ  LǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ ƛǎƭŀƴŘ ƛƴ Dǳƭƭ [ŀƪŜΣ 
measuring about 1½ km by ½ km at its greatest length.  It is 54 hectares in size. 
 
The Historical and Geographical Context 
 
Gull Lake is located on the southern Shield, about 10 km north of the point of contact between the Canadian Shield 
and the overlying limestone tablelands to the south.  
 
The southern Shield is a country of very shallow soils over Precambrian bedrock, stretching in a broad east-west 
band from Georgian Bay to the Thousand Islands.  It was formed during the melting period of the last ice age 
12,000 years ago when post-glacial Lake Algonquin breached at the Kirkfield outlet and rushed down across the 
lower Trent watershed, sweeping away much of the soil with it.   The present-day St. Lawrence River was blocked 
by a still-intact glacier at the time, forcing the meltwater to make its way to the Atlantic Ocean via the Hudson 
River valley. 
 

Geologically, Sugar Island is 
on the central 
medisedimentary belt 
boundary zone, which runs 
from Norland to Pembroke 
and separates the banded 
gneissic bedrocks to the 
west from the marble belt 
to the east.   These rocks 
were formed deep in the 
earth where the 
combination of enormous 
heat and pressure 
metamorphosed them into 
their present form.  Since 
then, a billion years of 
erosion and crustal uplift 

has brought these rocks to 
the surface and exposed 
them to the eye. 

 
The soils in the area were formed by the crushing weight and grinding action of the last ice age on these rocks 
20,000 years ago.  Known as a ground moraine landform, the soils surrounding Gull Lake are the residue of this 
process although much of the resulting soil in the area was later washed away by the outflow of post-glacial Lake 
Algonquin.  After it emptied, the lake left behind lacustrine deposits of calcareous silty clay that had originated 
farther up the Gull River watershed.  It is this silty-clay deposit that causes the roads in Minden to heave so badly, 
ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƎƛǾŜǎ ǇŀǊǘǎ ƻŦ Dǳƭƭ [ŀƪŜΩǎ ōƻǘǘƻƳ ŀ ǎǉǳƛǎƘȅ ŦŜŜƭ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ȅƻǳǊ ǘƻŜǎΦ 
 

Sugar Island - A Brief History of Gull Lake and Sugar Island 

Aerial photograph of Sugar Island. 
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Still later, as meltwaters continued to drain off the Algonquin Dome, a post-glacial river occupied what is now the 
Gull River valley.  This massive river eroded ŀǿŀȅ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ [ŀƪŜ !ƭƎƻƴǉǳƛƴΩǎ ǎƛƭǘ ŀƴŘ Ŏƭŀȅ ŘŜǇƻǎƛǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƭŜŦǘ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ŀ 
riverbed of deep sand and gravel.  Some of the old riverbed can be seen at Moore Falls and up the Deep Bay Road 
for a kilometre or so. 
 
Historically, Haliburton 
County was opened up to 
settlement in the 1860s with a 
series of colonization roads 
and land sales. During the 
early years the timber was cut 
in wintertime, hauled by 
horse and sleigh to the lakes 
and log-driven down the Gull 
River to sawmills in Fenelon 
Falls and Bobcaygeon.  The 
horses and labour were 
provided by settlers, who in 
summer cleared their 
homesteads and burned the 
debris for planting crops.  In 

the early years, Gull Lake 
would have been choked 
every spring with pine logs on 
their way from northern 
Haliburton to the Boyd Lumber sawmill in Bobcaygeon.   
 
But the combination of unregulated logging and uncontrolled slash fires soon depleted the pine.  By 1900 the pine 
was mostly gone and the soils had proven themselves too poor for agriculture.  The last log drive on the Gull River 
took place in 1921.  Many settlers migrated north to the Clay Belt or west to the prairies, leaving behind 
settlements like Moore Falls as only a name on a map.  In their survey of the Trent watershed in 1913, Howe and 
White described the poverty and social degeneracy that prevailed for those who remained behind.  The population 
and the local economy collapsed, not to recover again until the cottage country boom at the end of World War II. 
 

Today, Haliburton County is home to more and more 
cottagers, retirees and tradesmen.  The local economy is 
based largely on servicing their growing numbers, as it has 
been since the cottage country boom began.  Most of these 
people are concentrated around the cottage lakes and in 
the settled areas, which leaves the intervening landscape in 
a relatively wild and natural state. 
 
Sugar Island 
 
Sugar Island is a product of three major events.  The first of 
these is the Precambrian Era, which gave the area its 
impervious bedrock, and hence its system of lakes and 
rivers.  The second is the post-glacial melting period that 
left behind no agricultural soils, which is the reason the 

During the late 1800s, Gull Lake would have seen countless log drives like this one, as pine cut in the Gull River 
watershed was taken to the Boyd Lumber sawmill in Bobcaygeon.  The logs were boomed and towed down the 
lakes, then river-driven down the Gull.  This picture was taken at the narrows where present-day Highway No. 

118 crosses the narrows between Boshkung and Little Boshkung.  Taken Early 1900s.  Photo courtesy of the 
Stanhope Museum. 

View of Gull Lake from the lookout on the hiking trail. 


