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HISTORICAL IKRTRODUCTION

The East Rlver waterfront of lower Manhattan, which Includes the slte of
today's South Street Seaport Historic District, played an Important part In
the early history of New York Clty and became, over a perlod of two hundred
years, one of tha most prosperous commerclal distrlcts in the Clty. This
development of the South Street Seaport area from a small cluster of wharves
In the 18th century to an Important part of the leading port of the natlon i

the mid-19th century reflects the rise of Mew York City as an Internatlonal
center of commerce.

As early as 1625 when the Dutch West Indla Company estabilshed a trading
post-at the foot of Manhattan iIsland, the area south of today's seaport servad
as 9 landing site for incoming boats. The Dutch constructed a small floating
dock which extended into the East River from what Is now Broad Street. As
lower Manhattan, then New Amsterdam, became more populous, a few streets were
cut through the surrounding countryside. One of the flrst was Queen Street (now
Pear} Street), laid out In 1633, which rapldly became the core of the mercantile
community of 17th century Manhattan, Queen Street ran along the waterfront
untll the lattar half of the 18th century when tandfll] extended the eastern
boundary of Manhattan out to Water and later to Front Street. Still later, In
the early 19th century, South Street was created on addltlonal tandfill.

This southeastern shore of Manhattan was qulckly recognized as the natural
site for the clty's harbor, 1t was safer to land here than to attempt the more
treacherous western shore, where a ledge of rocks proved hazardous. |In addition,
since the East River was narrower than the Hudson it provided much-needed
sheltar for the small early vessels.

Early In the development of Manhattan the shipping trade, centered around
the East River harbor, supplied the city with an important source of revenue,
The Scharmerhorn family, which was to play such an Important part In the
development of South Street Seaport, established 2 regular shlpping service
from New York to Charleston In 172B. The port alsc en)oyed prosperous trade
with England at this time, as local merchants sent thelr goods across the Atlantic
In thelr own ships. Nonetheless, on the eve of the Revolutlon, Hew York's trade
lagoed behind that of Boston, Philadelphla and Charleston, due primarily to the
poor condition of her wharves, which were tecosmall and badly maelntalned. Through~
out the 18th century, thesa ssabcard clties competed with one another for
leadership In the shipping trade, and 1t was not until many yeavs after the
Revolution that New York could claim her superiorlity.

After the British won the Battle of Long lsland in 1776, they occupled the

“port of Hew York for elght years. During this periocd the city became the

center of Brltish authorlity In Amertca, thereby cutting off much of the domestic
trade of the harbor. When the British fipally evacuated In 1783 the port
suffered a difficult time, since many of the Tory merchants naturailly moved to .
England, consequently disrupting several commercial enterprises. 1in addition,
the cutting of tles with England severzly iimited New York's sphere of trade and
it soon became necessary to seek new markets.

One such endeavor was that of the Empress of China, whose ploneer voyage
to Canton In 1784 opened a new world to New York merchants. 1In the next decade,
the New York port gradually recovered from the effects of the Revolution.
Fortunately, the British, uvpon resuming trade, selected Hew York as the most
" advantageously located U.5. port to which to export thelr goods. By 1797 New
York had surpassed both Boston and Phlladelphla 1n import and expart trade. It
was to maintaln this posttion of supremacy for at least the next 50 vears, .

" with the brlef exceptlon of the War of 1812 (1812-1815).

The most signiflcant Impetus to the rise of the New York port as a leading .
commarclal center was the founding of the Black Ball packet llne 'in 1818.
These square=rigged liners salled from South Street Just below Peck S1lp and
were the flrst vessels to establish regular service between New York and Llver-
pool. The first group of ships sent te Liverpool Included the Amlty, Courler,
Paclflc and James Monroe. These crossings could requlre as many as tweaiy-three’
days or more. The great success of the Black Ball Line soon led to comperitive
Imltators such as the Rad Star Line and also to additlonal tines salllng to
Le Havre and to London. In the 1840s these packet ships were replaced by the
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far-speadler cllpper ships. The frequency and regularity of these trans-
atlantic voyages were instrumental In establishing New York's primacy In world
trade.

Another major boost to the prosperity of the port of New York came with
the completlon of the Erie Canal In 1825, This waterway, extending from Lake -
Erie to the Hudson, enabled goods and produce to be easily transported to the
thriving clty from the rural mid-Wast and to be sold for good prices. The

.large supply of graln from this newly accessible hinterland soon made New York

the principal flour market of the East. !n addition, thousands of rural towus
became major distributing centers for forelgn imports shipped to them aleng
the Canal.

During the early decades of the 19th century, the environs of the port
underwent several ghanges, undoubtediy stimulated by the prosperity of the

_shipping trade. By 1810 South Street had been created on landfill, although the

block on which today's Fulton Market stands remalned partly swamp untfl 1821,
in 1811 the prominent merchant Peter Schermerhorn began construction. of his now
famous row of counting-houses along today's Fulton Street, Orlglnaily called
Deekman 511p, the street was named In honor of Robert Fulton, whose Brooklyn
Ferry began landing at the foot of the street In 1814, Another important

- thoroughfare of the district was Pear! Street. Willlam Ear} Dodge, the son-In-

taw and business partner of Anson Phelps whose office was located near the
seaport, noted the early sign!ficance of the street: "At this time (1818), the
wholesale drygoods trade was confined almost entirely to Paarl Street from
Coentles to Peck Slips . . . and any party Intending to commence-that buslness
must flrst be sure that he could obtaln a store in Pearl Street, By the 18301,
the South Strest Seaport area was a burgeoning mercantlle center with major
shipping and trading concerns establishéd here; 1t was_as well the slte of the
thriving Fulton Market which had moved from Peck Slip to Fulton Street In 1822,

In 1835 a disastrous fire destroyed much of lfower Manhattan, including
many early buildings near the seaport. The fire began ¢n a winter nlght when
the severe cold froze the water In the fireman's hoses. Since the majority of
the city's bulldings were of wood, more than six hundred structures were
destroyed, Including the flrst Merchants Exchange of 1827 on Wall Street.
Immediately after the fire new construction began, but the financlal effect of

the catastrophe contributed to the Panic of 1837 when ati bullding came to a
standstill, .

By the 18k0s, the seaport had recovered and began to thrive agaln. 01d
prints of the area at this time depict it as a bustling commercial center, |Its
streets were lined with sea captains Just returned: from Europe, merchants _
stocking thelr counting-houses, and market people busily exchangirg goods., Many
of the prominent clitizZens of the district weve New Englanders whe had come to
the seaport to make their fortunes. Among these were Captain Josiah Macy from
Mantucket and Ablel Abbott Low. from Salem, Mass., who with his brother founded
the successful China trading company. These merchants and sea captalns were
consldered the elite of New York. Another type of tradesman prospering In the
district was the 'comnlsslon merchant' who served as a "commerclial jack-of-all-
trades' and was the mlddle man between the merchant prop=r and the broker for
the goods. By 1850, New York was. second only to London among the ports of the
world, The actlivity of the harbor was recalled by Thomas Floyd-Jenes in his
Backward Glarcas - - Reminiscences of an Did New Yorker: “Looking east was seen

.In the distance on the long river front from Coenties Siip to Catherline Street,

innumerable masts of the many Callfornia ¢!ippers, and London and LIverpool
packets, with thelr ‘tong bowsprits extending way over South Street, reachlng

- nearly to the opposite side.”

Also arriving at the seaport.were thousands of tmmigrant familles from all

over the world seeking new opportunities In America. .Between 1820 and 1860, fi=

and one half milllon allen passengers came to the U.S. and more arrived at the
South Street Seaport piers than at any other port of entry. This flcod of
immigratlon brought the fear of dlsease to the seaport, and a number of cholera
and yellow fever epldemics paralyzed the business of the area. Hotels and
boarding houses were cpened in the district during the 1850s to accommodate thiz
transient population as well as the many overseas merchants.
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During the 1850s the ''golden age cf shipping' at the South Street
Seaport reached Its peak. After this period, the larger transatlantlic stomm~
ships replaced the ear)ier c¢lipper ships., These steamships needed both
deeper and wlder waters and the Hudson River became the new site of the New
York port. Much of the commercial center of the city moved northward.
Further contributing to the decline of the cllpper ship era was the founding
of tge Paciflc Mall Steamship Company and the opening of the Panama Rallwmy
In 1 55.

Nonetheless, the seaport was malntainéd in part through the efforts of che

~ Fulton Market Fishmongers Assoclation, organized In the 1860s and housed ci

the site of the present "Tin Bullding’ dating from 1907. As the shipping
merchants moved out of the district, businesses related to the fish marke%
fllled the empty warehouses. The late 19th-century Importance of the flsh
market to the district is well symbollzed by the 1885 building designed by
George B. Post on Beekman Street, the facade of which Is strikingly ornamentad
with motifs of the sea, The fish market continues to function today and 1ts
activity Is certalnly responsible for much of the survival of the character
of the seaport area.

The South Street Scaport Museum, founded In 1967, has been highly Instru-

mental In revitallzing this area. Under the ausplces of the Museum, several

of the old brick bulldings have been accurately .restored and some now house

the offlces and stores of the Museum. In 1374, the State of New York purchased
the "Schermerhorn Row block} bounded by Front, Fulton, South and John Streets,
an act which expressed the State's recogniticn of the historical Importance

of the Seaport., MNew life and interest have been brought to the district
through the many South Street Seaport Museum activities which attract

thousands of tourists to the area each year. |In 1976, when some of the tail
ships of '‘Operation Sall'" were docked at the Seaport, the district was a

major focal point of New York Clity's Blcentennlal celebratlon. The South
Street Seaport Museum also has been responsible for bringlng to the plers

many different types of old ships which are ncw part of 2 permanent exhibit,
The plers are the site of a variety of muslcal and theatrical events during

. the summer months. Through the efforts of the Museum, many have become
. Increasingly aware of the rlchness, diversity and great historical significance
of the South Street Seaport,

ARCHITECTURAL INTRODUCTION

The bulldings of the South Street Seaport Hlstoric District spen a period
of almost 200 years and range from the famous Captaln Joseph Rose house of the
late 18th century and George B. Post's delightfully detalled 1885 Romanesque
Revival bullding on Beekman Street, to the mld-20th century structure of the
Fulton Market. Datlng predominantly from the first half of the 19th century,
these bulldings are representative of several different styles of mercantile
architecture, Including Georglan, Federal and Greek Revival. Some later 19th-
century styles, such as the Itallanate and Romanesque Revival, may also be
' seen In the Dlstrict. In many cases an early bullding was substantially altered
at a later date, so that the orlginal structure 1s elther scarcely recognizable
or Is a combinatlan of several architectural styles.

Quite slmple in overall design, few of the early stores and warehouses of
the seaport area were the work of professional architects., Generally these
commercla) structures were designed by bullders. William W, Berwick, who built
many structures for the prominent Schermerhorn family, [s one of the few bullders
whose name {s known today. Another may have been David Louderback, a mason, who
is belleved to have bullt the warehouse at 211 Water Street. In the later
19th century such prominent New York Clty archltects as Stephen D. Hatch,

George B, Post and Richard Morris Hunt designed commercial builldings In the
District which contrast with the less sophisticated work of the earlier builders.



Many of the early bulldings in the seaport area were wood frame and
frequently destroyed by fire. Although attempts were made as early as 1766 to
require brick construction In the more populous areas of the clty, a number of
factors mads enactment of such leglslation rather difficult. Bulldings on
Tandfil] wera exempt from the new bulliding requlrements, probably because It was
still not certaln If the newly-made marshy land could successfull support masonry
structures. Joseph Scoville In his 01d Merchants of Naw York describes the
rather pecullar construction -method for buildings on landfill. According to
Scoville, the buildings "were just put up one story and allowed to stand one-
year! before they were completed. . If thls method was actually used, no doubt
It was to allow the ground floor to settle before the upper stories were con-
structed. Further cemplications In masonry construction Involved the brick
Itself. Since the brick had to be shipped to New York City from small towns
along the Hudson River, the matertal was quite costly. The best and most
expensive brick came from Phlladelphia and was considered an Item of luxury.

The making of brick was also a tedious and time-consuming process In the early
19th century. Before 1835 bricks were madeby hand. The original portions of

. the Schermerhorn Row facades {1811-12) are of this soft, hand-moided type of
brlck. A hand-powerad brick molding machine patented fn 1801 was not In general
use until about 1830, The smooth texture of the brick facadesat 207-211 Water
Street (1835-6) iIs a product of this machine technique and this texture generally
characterizes most of the Greek Revival bulldings in the District. Despite the
many obstacles Involved in brick construction, It was nonetheless preferred by
the merchants, and the material was used for most of the structures in the
district from the 17905 onward. - ’

The earliest bulldings in the Historic District served as both house and
store and were designed In a simple vernacular style. The Rose House at 273
Water Street, erected by the 1790s, Is one of the few remaining examples of
this type In the District.  Constructed of brick with frame side walls, the
building was rented out by Captaln Joseph Rose to merchants and their familles
for both commercial and residential use. Sllightly later in date, No. 206 Front
Street, bullt about 1798, certainly served wmuch the same function. First =
occupled by grocer Matthew Howell, No. 206 Front Street had, to one slde of the
shopfront, a separate narrow Federal style entrance leading to the family area.
Generally the family sitting or dining room was located on the ground floor
behind the store, whlle the bedrooms were above. :The house-store tvype was
constructed in the district through the early decades of the 19th century and
had a planar brlick facade with narrow proportions and simple brownstone decora-
tive detall displaying some features of the Federal style. As the seaport area
developed in the 19th century, this bullding type was generally converted to
boarding house use. :

- By the beginning of the 19th century, the seaport was swiftly becoming one
of the busiest centers of the city and the random siting of bulldings which

had produced a rather disordered pattern of stores and houses was brought to

an end. In April of 1801, the act "for regulating the Buildings, Streets,
Wharves and Slips of the City of New York' was passed, and the constructlon

of bulldings along the wharved projecting Into the river was prohlbited. In
gontrast to other seaport citles such as Boston where the butldings were erected
on the plers, the bulldings at South Street Seaport were erected !nstead along the
waterfront and around the slips. These sllps, such as Burling Stip (now John
Street) and Beekman Siip (now Fulton Street) served as landing places for boats. -
When warehouses were constructed along the siips, loading of cargo from ship

to store was greatly facilitated. : ' '
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As the seaport. began to prosper, a new buiflding type was Introduced to

. satlsfy the demands of expanding trade. Known also as a 'fireproof warehouse

or ''store,' the "countling-house' qulckly became the standard formula for commerclal
design and remalned so untl) the 1830s. The deslgn of the counting-house had
orlglnated in Engllsh seaport cities, such as London and Liverpool, and had been
readily transmitted to the seaport of New York through the close contact between
the merchants of New York and Engtand. Constructed of brick with front walls of
Flemlsh bond and side and rear walls of Engllish bond, it was generally three or
four stories tatl with a plitched rcof of slate or tile. The large wheels of
the holstways used for loading the wares into these bulldings were stored under
these high peaked roofs. Combinlng, features of both the Georglan and Federal
styles, the handsome Schermerhorn Row block {1811-1812) was originally made vp
of counting-houses. ]Th!s particular bullding type was characterlzed by
rusticated arched openings trimmed In brownstone at the ground floor and by
plain Federal style fenestration at the upper stories. Tihe ground floor Georglan
arches formed a full arcade at 216-18 Front Street {now demolished. The arches
. at 140 Beeskman Street are among the few remaining In the Historic District.
Another Important feature of some of the counting-housas, the exterfor iron -
stalrway which led to the second floor counting room, is nc longer In evidence
In the District. Used no doubt to avoid further congestion at the crowded ground
floors, these stairways were originally features of the Schermerhorn Row buildings.
Few of the details of the Georglan style counting-house have survived In the
District, since the ground.floors of these bulldings were almost all remcdeled
during the helght of the Greek Revival period.

The popularity of thea grand Greak Revivai'style swept America and the

style was readily adapted to a commerclal formula whlich characterizes many of
. the butldings In the Historic District today. The noted New York architect,
Ithiel Town, was the first to deslgn a commerclal structure In the Greek

Revival style--tha 1829 store of Lewls and Arthur Tappan on Pearl] Street--which
served as tha prototype for New York Clty warehouses during the next 20 years.
The great fire of 1835 in lower Manhattan created a tremendous need for new
bulldings and soon after the fire trabeated granite Greek Revival shopfronts
began to line the streets of the seaport area. Granite, a popular Massachusetts
bullding material, was Imported to New York and was used for the monolithic
ground floor plers and for the window lintels at the brick upper stories. The
ranges of granite plers, generally with simple Tuscan capltals, are the hall-
mark of the fireek Revival commercial style. The handsome Baker, Carver & Morrell
bullding of 1840 1Is the only completely granite-faced structure In the Historlc
District. The roof of the Gresk Revival bulliding was no longer steeply pltched
and slince the wheel of the hoistway formerly located below the pesked roof, had
become much smaller, it no longer needed as much space. Furthermore, the
"holstway itself was moved to the front inside the Greek Revival building.
Part!cularly fine examples of the Greek Revival style In the Historic District
may be seen at 207-11 Water Street (1835-6) and 21-25 Fulton Street (1845-6).
These two building groups have been handsomely restored by the South Street
Seaport Museum. ) .

In addltlon to the many Greek Revival buildlngs erected In the area of the
seaport, a number of earlier Georglan and Federal structures were altered to
the fashlonable Greek Revival style. 165 John Street, originally bullt in 1839,
underwent majar alterations In 1835 to accord with its Greek Revival nelghboi,
18Y Front Street. The popularity of the Greek Revival style 1s most apparent
In the Historlc Dlstrict where the rhythmic ranges of granite plers lend a striking
dignity and unlformlty to the many warehouses and stores Ilnlng the narrow
streets. _ .



The later 19th-century bulldings of the Historic District are neither as ,
numerous nor as distinctive in deslgn as those erscted during the prosperous
- era of the seaport. However, a few exceptional bulldings from this later
period glve furthar Interest to the archlicecture of the Distrlict. The 1850 -
Ablel Abbot Low building on John Street is particulariy handsome and displays
a cast-lron "double storefront' produced by the renowned Architectural [ron-
works of Danlel D. Badger. Cast lron was a popular building material after tise
mid-19th century and many of the earliler Greek Revival storefronts were _
remodeled with the more up~to-date cast iron, which made it possible to introduce
slender columns in 1leu of the heavier granite piers. Ad ornate cast-iron
ground floor facade was added to 214 Front Street, originally bullt in 1802.
The 1868 warehouse at 213-15 Water Street, designed [n the Itallanate style by
Stephen D. Hatch, Is also of cast Iron at the ground floor, while the upper
stories are of Tuckahoe marble. The Romanesque Revival style Is represented
in the Historic District by Georga B. Post's striking bullding on Beekman Strest
of 1885 with engaging dacorative motifs and by the 1888 tenement at 251 Water
Street. The contrast between thesa later bulldings and those of the Georglan
counting-house and Greek Revival pariods provides the District with a diversified
archltectural character, . '

Today many of the bulldings In the Historlc District have been successfully
restored by the South Street Seaport Museum, and some of these flne buildings
houseofflces of the Museum. Businesses attracted to the area by the Fulton
Fish Market occupy the majority of the bulldings in the District, and during
the early mornings the streets of the seaport are fllled with the activities
of the fish merchants, A few of the warechouses in the District have been con-

" verted to residential use, but the area remains primarily commsrclal today.

- DESCRIFTION

BEEKMAN STREET

Beekman Streat was not extended from Pearl Street to South Strest untll 1824,
long after the other streets of the area had been created. B8efore 1824 a narrow
tane, known as Crane's Wharf, extended along this route from Water Street to

the river. '

BEEKMAN STREEY -~ Betwaen Pear) and Water Streets

SOUTH $IDE | |
No. 113-117. (280-286 Pear] and 216-222 Water) ) s

Rising high above the Historic District, this iarge seven-story bullding,
originally known as the Voluntesr Hospital, was erected In 1317-18, and was
designed by. the archlitect Adolph Mertin. Its early 20th-century design displays
some nec-Renaissance features and contrasts markedly with the very early
commarclal structures nearby. - The bullding |5 set on a rusticated limestone
basemert with arched windows and square-headed doorways. The next flve storles
are faced in yellow brick, contrasting with the limestone trim at the top
story which defines square brick panels. A deeply projecting dentlilled cornice
crewns the bullding. ' - - '

NORTH SI1DE

" Nos. 108-120. A parkling 1of extends the length of the block from Pearl to
- Water Stredts. : _ "

BEEKMAN STREET  Belwesn Water and Front Strests

SOUTH SIDE
-7“'



No. 133. (217 Water and 208-210 Front)

In 1750, this slte was a water lot cwned by the Livingston family. Eight
-early bulldings stood on this Tandfill site untll 1914, when James Laher
bullt this yellow brick loft building for Ruth Livingston. Three storles
high, the bullding extends the whole length of the block from Water to Front
-Streets, Large tripartite windows are set between massive, full-height pllasters

which have sheet metal capltals., A deeply projecting dentllled cornlce of sheet
metal crowns the bullding. : o

NORTH S{DE

No. 132. This building Is described under 227 Water Street.

. NO. 13“0 \ ) ' . o

—_——T

A building was erected on this . stte by 182h. The present brlck building,

shown as four stories high by 1859, may Incorporate scme of the earlier
structure. In 1884, this building was nurchased hy a new cwnaer, and the -
"following year It was raised to five storles. A dormer window Is set at the
fifth story. Available records Indlcate that the present facade may also date
from 1885, The facade Is of machline-pressed brick with narrow granite band
courses extendling the wldth of the building. The proJecting band courses also
serve as sills for the windows-of each of the three upper storles, while the
flush window lintels are also connected to form band courses. Abcve the top-
most band course, there Is a corbeled brick cornlce, The off-center pedimented
dormer window of sheet metal ls set In the pltched roof, ‘

BEEKMAN STREET

No. 1267138.' This slte is now a vacant lot.

No. 140, (212 Front)

Bullt In 1824, the same year that Beekman Street was created, this brick
structure with facades in Flemlsh bond 15 one of the few in the Historic
District to retaln (ts round-arched ground floor openings. These arches werz
typlcal features of the Georglan style which characterlzed so many of the -
early bulldings in the Dlatrict until the ground floors were altered to the
Greek Revival trabeated shopfronts of the 1830s and 1840s. The Georglan
arches at No. 140 were enframed In brick with brownstone keystones. Although
the arched doorway and the arched windows on both Beekman and Front Street
are now covered with stucco, Incised to simulate rustication, their arched
forms remaln Intact, and are among the few extant vestiges of the Georglan
counting-house era. In 1890 the bullding was ralsed to four stories and the
eariier brownstone window sills and lintels were altered to bluestone. A
simple sheet metal cornlce now crowns the building. . . -

‘

- BEEKMAN STREET Between Front and South Streets
SOUTH SIDE |

No. 1h1-163. This bulldfﬁg Is described under 1-13 Fulton Street.

-8



NORTH SIDE o ' A
No. 142-14l, {211 Front)

One of the most Interesting structures In the Historlc District, this flne
Romanesque Revival bullding was erected In 1885 for Ellen S. Auchmuty, a
Schermerhorn descendent. It was designed by Geerge B. Post (1837-1913), - .
archltect of the Long Island Historica) Society building {1878), which 1s withln
the Brooklyn Helghts Historic District, and the old MHew York Times Bullding “
(1889) at Printing House Square., Post had trained with the prestigious archit=t,
Richard Morris Hunt, who also deslgned a building In the Hlstorlc District,
21-23 Peck Slip. Post's building was first occupled by Samuel T. Skidmore,

a flish dealer, and uver the years It has always housed businesses assoclated
with the Fulton Flsh Market. At one polnt, It reputedly served as the Western
Unlon offige and played a vital role in the life of the market. {t was here
that the orders and replies between merchants and customers were recelved
before the days of the telephone. The relatlonship between the fish market
and the bullding was symbolized in a dellightful way through the introducticn of
an Imaginative varlety of ornamental detall. Above the cast-iron ground flcor,
the four storles of round-arched windows are enllvened by terra-cotta keystones
displaying fanciful decorative fish. The wide, molded brick arches of the
“windows are connected to one another at impost block level by a molded
terra-cotta band course which extends across the Beekman and Front Street
facades. These decorative features and particularly the Intriguing keyztones
create a rich and lively facade. The starfish tie rod washers continuz the
maritime theme, as does the elaborate ccckleshel) roof cornice of terra-catts.
These elegant cocklieshells repeat in minlature the round arch mntlf of (e
windows and give the facade a graceful and striking rhythm.

No. 146-143.

This Victorian bullding, also designed by George B. Post in 1833, was
erected before No, th2-14k, since an old view of Beekman Street shcws tha
butlding standing next to small hipped-roof structures at the corner. It
was erected for Elfzabeth S. Jones and Harrlet D. Potter. A large metal canopy,
hung from dlamond-shaped washers at the thlrd story, projects out over the

BEEKMAN STREET

ground floor. Above, the three-story brick facade Is enriched witk stone band
courses which connect the windows at impost block level and extend the width of °
the building. The contrast In color between the stone band courses and the red
brickwork creates the polychromatic effect fashionable in the 1870s and 1880s.
At the center of each story, curvilinear wrought-iron tle rod washars enllven
the facade. A corbeled brick roof cornlce spans the bullding.

No. 150-152.

Built In 1882-83 from the desligns of David and John Jardine, architacts 57
several buildings In both the SoHo Cast-lron and Greenwich Village Hisivvle
Bistricts, this four-story brick bullding was erected for Mrs. Cordella
Stewart. A metal canopy projects out over- the cast-iron ground floor. At the
upper storles, tall windows, with molded brick segmenta) arched, create o
gentle rhythm across the facade, A cornlce, resting on long brick corbels
set between the windows, adds further enrichment to - the buitdling.

No. 1S4, This bullding Is described under 104 South Streat.

DOVER STREET Between Pearl and Warer Streets



SQUTH SICE ONLY

The gas statlon at the corper of Paarl Street Is described under 3324336
Pearl Straet. It Is adJacent to the empty 1ot at 333 Pear) Street.

The building at the corner of Water Strezet Is described under 272-274
Water Street. 1t Is adjacent to the empty lot at 276 Water Strect.

DOVER STREET _Between Water ﬁnd Front Strests
SOUTH SIDE OMLY

No. 14, This bullding Is described under 279 Water Street,

No. 16,

- The flrst tax assessmant record for this bullding dates from 1827, when
the bullding was owned by C. Johnson, who leased it out as a boarding housa,
The much-altered ground floor reveals both Greek Revival and later 19th-contury
cast-iron features.  The early granite plers with slmple Tuscan capltals cuoiy
a cast-lron lintel which Is ornamented with a seried of rosettes. The four
upper storles are faced In Flemish bond brickwork and display windows wlith
" simple stone sflls and lintels, . '

" No. 18-20. This site Is ncw a8 vacant lot.

DOVER STREET Between Front and South Streets

SOUTH SIDE ONLY

No. 34. This building Is described under 259 Front Street.

DOVER STREET

No. 36-38.

This four-story double brick bullding was owned by the prominent flcuy
merchant, Davld Lydla, and was flirst mentioned In the 1814 tax records. It
stands on the old site of Lydig's flour wharf and connects his earlier bulidings
at 259 Front and 160 South Street., Like Lydig's two other bulldings, this
structure was orlginally three storles tall and later ralsed to four storles.

A simple dentilied cornice spans the facade,

No. 40. Thls building is described under 160 South Street.

- 10 -




FRONT STREET

A series of water lots until the late 18th century, Front Street was created
“on landfill and served as the eastern boundary of lower Manhattan until South
Street was created by 1810.

FRONT STREET  Between Fletcher and John ‘Streets
EAST SIDE
No. 165,

Bullt In 1835-36, this three-story brick building, faced in Flemish bond,
has been substantlally altered since its original construction. Four storles
high when flrst erected, 1t was increased to five in 1894, at which time
it also recelved & rear extension. The silhouette of the rcofline of the
five-story bulliding may stll] be seen on the sldewall of the adjacent structurs.
The ground floor facade dates from after the mid-19th century, and Is of cast
iron from the foundry of Coock & Radley. Particularly handsome paneled cast-
Iron square columns enframe the large glass display arsas and the double
entrance doors., A flnely molded cornice extends along the top of the cast-
iron architrave and effectively crowns the storefront. At the two upper
storles, now palnted a daep red, the double windows at the second story are
probably a later addition, while the narrow shuttered windows at the third
story appear to be original. Stone llntels and silils, now painted white,
enliven the facade. The simple narrow coping stone at the rcofline Indicates
the removal of additional storfes.

Nos. 167-175. Thls site 18 now an empty lot.

FRONT STYREET Between John apnd Fulton Streets

EAST SIDE
Nos. 181-183. (153-163 Jokn) =

This slte was part of the estate of John Byvank, whose daughter, Mary,

marrled George Codwise, Jr., an owner of much of the property in this part
of the seaport area. This handsome pair of Gresk Revival warehouses, a
" designated New York Clty Landmark, was buiit in 1835-36 and 1s contemporary
with the row at 207-211 Water Streat. These bulldings replaced two smaller
brick structures, owned by Anson G, Phelps, a merchant and philanthropist
who founded the merchandising firm of Phelps, Dodge &€ Co. When the present
stores were constructed, No. 131 was owned by the grocers, Mackle, Oakley &
-Jennison, and No. 189 by Josiah Macy. Born in Nantucket, Massachusetts, In
1785, Joslah Macy was a. preminent merchant captaln who traveled extensively,

carrying cargoes of whale oll to international ports. At the end of the War
of 1812, Macy bought the ship Edward, and was active In the New York-Liverpoo!l
trade for the next fourteen years. In 1828, he founded the shipping and
commisslton house of Josfah Macy & Sen, with his son William, in New York Clty.
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Having amassed a conslderable fortune, Macy retired from business In 1853

and the firm was continued by hls sons. Josiah Macy & Son cccupied No. 189
until 1885, when the firm moved next door to No. 191, where [t remalned until
after the turn of the century. The trabeated granite grounq floor, charac-
teristic of the Greek Revivai commerciai styie, dispiays a Tine row oT
regularly-spaced piers with Tuscan capltals supporting a deep architrave.
Above the molded cornlce which elegantly terminates the granite storefront is
a continuous granite 8111 shared by the tall, narrow second story windows ,

At the upper storles, the shorter windows, some of which retain their six-over-
six sash, are simply detailed with granite sills and lintels. The handsome
roof cornlce of No. 189 Is of molded brick. An additlonal story with a deeply
prolecting cornlce was added to No. 181, the corner bullding, in 1317.

FRONT STREET

No. 191,

This five-story bullding, a designated New York City Landmark, may have
been erected before 1793 as one of a palr with No. 193. (f so, it has been
stgniflicantly altered slnce that early date. Yhe late 1Bth-century bullding
was two storfes high with a peaked roof. Garrett Westful, a merchant,
occupied the stores In 1794-95, and the leading mercantile establishment of
Minturn & Champlin was housed here intermittently between 1804 and 1816,

The present facade reflects many 19th century altarations. The cast-Iron
storefront displays tall, slim, rectangular columns, ornamented like those

- at 214 Front Street. These columns have traces of thelr original Corinthian
capltals. The upper stories are faced in the pressed brick typical of the
late 19th century, Stone lintels and siils are at each of the windows and &

dentlilled roof cornice of a very retardatalre Greek Revival type extends
above the brick fascia.

No. 193.

This bullding, a designated New York Clty Landmark, may have been bullt
before 1793 as one of a palr with No. 191. If so, the 18th-century building
Is completely concealed by a 19th-century Victorian alteration to Its facade.
The 18th-century building was two storles high with a peaked roof., By about
1847 the origlnal building had been elther replaced or ralsed to flve storles
with a tall two-story, studlo-type top floor.  Later, in 1877, another story
was added and the Victorlan front Installed. At the first story the cast-
lron storefront has large paneled square columns. These columns carry a
broad 1intel with curved projected ends and contrast with the narrow rec-
tangular columns with styllzed lotus leaf capitals which flank the central
opening. The next three steries -are embellished with neo-Grec stone lintels
with elegantly incised curvillnear decor. Vartically grceved band courses _
connect these windows at Impost block lavel, a motif which occurs uninterrupted
for the width of the bullding betwean the fifth and sixth stories. The
extremely tall windows of the fifth story are separated by narrcw engaged
cast-lron round columns. The three sets of palred windcws at the top story
are crowned by a deeply projecting metal roof cornice with an impressive arched
pediment at Its center. The distinctive top fioors and roofline, tegether with
the varfaty of fine detail, give this facade a particularly striking appearance.
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No. 195.

Part of the well-known Schermerhorn Row, this narrow Federal style °
building, a designated New York City Landmark, was erected in 1811-12. It
was first occupled by Jenklins & Havens, an Important early shipping firm,
which had moved from 205 Front Street. Although the ground flcor has heen
- substantlally altered, the three upper stories, each only two bays wide, have
retained thelr original Flemish bond brickwork as well as their splayed stone
. Viatels. This bullding aiso retains Its original pitched roof,

No. 197.

This bui!d!ng Is described under 18 Fulton Street.

FRONT STREET Between Fulton and Beekman Streets

The street numbering system on this block is continuous, rather than the
“even~odd alternating pattern. :

WEST-SIDE
No. 201-202. (15-19 Fulton)

Handsome ngeral style bulldings with arched doorways and peaked roofs

FRONT STREET

originally stood on this site-which is now occupied in part by a concrete subway
ventilator shaft erected in 1938, The remaining portion of the site Is now an
empty lot, - ' ,

No. 203-204.

These two fine bulldings, erected at different times, have been combined
as a single structure and substantlally altered since their original construc~
tion. 1n 1814-15, No. 203 was bullt for Peter G. Hart, a grocer. Its neighber,
No. 204, had been erected fifteen years earller, In 1799, for Philetus Havens
and for Thomas Carpenter, a merchant. in 1821, a serious fire destroyed all of

.the frame buildings on the east side of Front Street In this block, along
with the single frame store on the west side.. Both of these brick buildings,
however, escaped harm. That same year, thls block of Front Street was
‘regraded, and the street level was raised above the original ground floor
entrances of these stores. When Peter Hart and his neighbor cobjected to the
change, the (ommon Councl! advised them that it would be to their advantage
to raise the levels of thelr stores. In the 1830s or 1840s the ground floors
of these bulldings were alterad to the Greek Revival style. Granite plers
with simple Tuscan capitals flank the large openings for the shop windows and
carry a plain lintel with cornlce. At No. 203 the two pairs of double doors
and the shop window have been handsomely restored with flat-headed transoms
arched at the corners. In 1882, No. 203, then still cwned by the estate of
Peter G. Hart, was joined with No. 204. . At this time, the upper flcors of
No. 203 were altered and the two buildings were remodaled .as a single hotel
with a new brick facada. These alterations were executed from the designs

of archltact Thecbald Engelhardt. The hotel was leased to William Wainwright,
who listed his occupatlion In. 1383-84 as simply "Liquors.'* A photograph taken
shortly after-the 1882 remcdziing Includes part of the stgn on No. 20k which
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reads " t's Hotel,"” which might have been "Walnwright's Hotel." Inciuded
In EngeThardt's remadeling was ‘the ralsing of the height of the granite plers,
He dld not, however, use the same type cf granite and the diffarence
between the two types Is still evident today. The three upper stories now date
completely from Engelhardt's alteration, The brownstene window sllis on
corbel blocks are fancifully designed with small trianguiar wedges st their
centers, as are the shouldered lintels which are alco emballlshed with Incised
curvilinear ornament. The original peaked reof of Ko. 203 was lowered In
1882 In order to align with the roofline of No. 20%. A massive, ornate metal
roof cornice, carrled on large vertica) brackets set between modillions, spans
this handscme palfr. No. 203, jolned to No. 204, now serves as the South
Street Seaport Museum Administration Building. During the restoraticn of the
"bullding to 1882 appearsrce, several tooled brownstone quoln blocks dating
from the original 1815 facade were discovered.

. No._205,

This brick bullding, with Flemish bond facade, was erected by 1800 when
It was occuepied by the proeminent shipping firm of Jenkins & Havens. This Is
the earliest tenancy record avalladle for the building.- Like No. 203-20%,
the ground floor has been remodeled In the popular Greek Revival commercial
style. Granite piers enframing the storefront openings support a granite lintel
with molded cornice. In a photograph taken about 1883, thls ground floor Is
shown with a three-sided bay window at fts southern bay and with double doors
at the two other bays. Handsome signs and an oversized flrecracker announced
the gun powder and sports equipment Tirm of Wiliiam P. Howel! that was housed
within at that time. Also depicted In the photograph are the early six-over-
six window sash and a3 simple wood cornice, all since altered. The present:
structure, four storles In height, is simply detailed with stone lintels and

sllls at the windows and a copper raln gutter above a molded brick cornice
and fascla. . ' '

No. 206,

First occupled by Matthew Howell,.a grocer, this small briék building was
.erected In 1798 or 1793. A print of 1855 shows the structure as a handsoms

FROHT STREET

three-story Federal building with 2 separate narrow entrances to the residences
above. This doorway was paneled and enframed by handsome fluted pllasters.
Also depicted are two tall, narrow pedimented dormer windows set ia the
original pltched roof. After an 1880 fire, the bullding was substantlall{
remodeled. At that time the roof was lowered and the facade was completely

rebullt.

No. 207.

An early bulldlng on this site was erected by 1727 and was used as thg
house and shop of Benjamin Stratton, Jr., a3 grocer and ccoper. This 18th- -
century building was demollished and replaced by 1815 with the four-story strus
ture on the site today. This building was first occupied by Jonathfn and
Joseph Coddington, grocers and merchants. Although.the gr?und floor was '
altered In 1901, the three upper storles retaln their Flemish bond br]CRfPrf_
and stone windcw trim. The full-width sign with wood letters below the thivd

 story windews adds further interest to this facade. The build!ng has a
peaked roof. .



No. 208~10.  This bullding s described under 133 Beskman Street.
EAST SIDE ' |

© The bullding on the east side of Front Street batween Fulton and Beekiran
Streets 16 described under 1-13 Fulton Street,

A

{ .
FRONT STREET = Between Beekman Streat and Peck Stip
WEST SIDE

No, 212. This building is described under 140 Beekman Street.

No. 21k.

"Erected by 1802 for Wiltlam Shotwell, a merchant, this building has bean
substantially altared since tnat early date. The handsome mlid-19th century
cast-frcen shopfront is enrichad with ornamented pancled sguare columns,
simtlar to those 2t 191 Front Street. The same Jron foundry undoubtedly cast
the members of both storefronts. At the southermmost cast-iren column an
elegant cariouche bears the street number, 214", of the bullding. Surmounting
" the broad cast-lrcn lintel is a2 projecting moditiloned metal cornice. The
. four upper stories of smooth-pressed brick certainly date frcm the late 19th
century. Some of the gudgeons for the 19th cantury shutters stil] remain at

the windows, The original haight of this bullding Is not known, but It was
perhaps iess than It is today and the building may have once had a peaked
roof. A dentflled brick cornice above & paneled brick Fascia now crowns the
butiding. L '

4

Nos. 216-218.

i This empty lot was originally the site of a pair of three-story bulldings
dating from the flrst quarter of the 15th century. In a 13356 photograph the
bulldings were shown to have triple-arched ground floors, The silhouettes

of the pitched roofs of these buildings may still be seen on the sidewalls o7

No. 2th and No. 220. Demolished En 1962, thls palr was one of the finest Ia
the Historic District. ' '

Nos., 220-226.

These four buildings were constfucfed at about the same time that 237-2%2
VWater. Street were erected, in 1798~1800. These buildings, like the Water
" Street bulldings, occupy the land which was part of the extension of the woias
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FRONT STREET

lot Peter Schermerhorn and Ebenezer Stevens had bought from Wlltiam Beekman

In 1795. Schermerhorn's ship chandlery was at 243 Water Street and Stevens,
a Revolutlonary War general who was both & fleet owner and llquor importer,

ran his business from 222 Front. The Schermerhorn and Stevens familles wer:
officlally Joined when John Peter Schermerkorn married Rebecca Stevens.

Although none of these bulldings has apy visible late 18th or early
19th-century surface material, 1t does seem possible that these. are the
orlginal structures, how greatly altered, as no record of demollition or of
new construction has been found. In 1858, Mos. 222 and 226 were resorded
as two-and-one~half-stories high, while Nos. 220 and 224 were flve stories.
The peaked roof of No. 226 was lowered -In 1897 and at that time another stuiv
was added. Batween 1854 and 1856, the assessed vajuation of No. 220 Inermars.
slgnificantly, indlcatling alterations to the buildlng. Its cast-Iron store~
front, a2 product of J, L. Jackson Brothers lronworks, may date from this
period. At No. 220 paneled square columns, simllar to those at Nos. 222 .
224, flank 8 large display windew with cast-iron muntins and frame. The
orlginal window lintels of No. 220 may have once been simllar to the metal
ones at Mos. 222 and 22h. These molded metal lintels were probabiy applied
over the stones mnes at mid-century. Slightly lower In helght than No. 220,
the common rooflines of MNos. 222 and 224 are ornamented with dentilled brick
cornlces similar to that at No . 220. The last building in this row, No. 225,
displays a plaln facade, also substantially altered ovei the years,

MNo. 228-230,

Dating from 1830, thls bullding with four windows at each upper story,
retains few of its origlnal Greek Revival features. The cast-iron shopfront,
added In the second half of.the 19th cantury, !s partlicularly handsome. Thrae
massive paneled square columns with stylized acanthus leaf capitals extend
across the facade and once carried a cast~lron llntel, now missing. At the
four upper storles of Flemish bond brickwork, some of the early six-over-six
double-hung window sash, typlcal of the Greek Revival, remaln., The simple
dentllled roof cornice wlth brick fascia, partly restored, extends the N'dtu
of the bullding.

NO- 232‘231* .

This broad double bullding was erected under a single street number [n
1816 for Gershom Smith, a grocer, who had previously occupled another buitdic;
on the 4ite as a tavern kecper. Thls early buyilding has been substantlatly
attered, The cast-lron ground floor, composed of square columns supporting
2 narrow [Intel with rosettes, Is protected by a corrugated metal canopy. Su:si
canoples as these appear to have been used frequently in late 19th-century
commerclial buildings. The three upper brick stories are characteristically
utilitarian and plain In deslgn., Stone Tintels and sllis are the only ornameiitai
features. Short attic windows, now filled In, enliven the fenestration patteirn
of the facade. They were probably fllled In when the orlginal peaked roof of
the bullding was lowered in 1897. In 1891 the bullding functioned as a stabl:.
Carriages were stored on the ground floor; the horses were carrled by holst i+
the second floor and the fodder was kept on the third floor.

No. 236. (28 Peck Sllp)

This bullding was constructed In 1827 for Edward 6. Falle, a grocer, vl
rented this property from the Corporation of the City of New York. It had
been one of the clty's last water lots and the Common Councl! felt It unwlss
to sell the land at the low real estate values of 1827. The land was not suid
to Falle untl) 1840. The ground floer facade, an evident alteration, displays
narrow cast~fron rectangular columns at both {ts Front Street and Peck Slip
sides. A large fluted round cast=iron column at-the corner of the bullding
Is an Interesting feature of the shopfront. At the upper stories, star-sham-]
tie rod washers lndicate where the interior floors meet the brlck facade
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FRONT STREET

In 1884 the building was raised from four stories with a peaked roof to ¥iva -
stories. A flat roof with an ornate metal cornice was added at thls time.
This cornice appears to have been later altered te the present more slmple ona.

EAST SIDE o | . o ‘ .

No. 211, This building Is described under 142 Beekman Street,

No. 213-215.

A late 1S5th-century flve-btory building was once Tocated on thls sIte,
now occupled by a garage. .

No. 217-219,

A pair of Lhrﬂe- tory bul!d!ngs enca occupled this site, now an
empty lot. '

Mo, 221-223,

These lots ware part of the extensicn of the water ot Petar Schermaraon
and Etenezer Stevens bought from Willlam Backman in 1795, HNos, 221 and 223
were bullt en Stevens' Jand and resembied somowhat tcday's 229 and 227 Front
Street., This site 13 now an empiy lot.

Ho, 225.

Alsc cwned by the preminent MNew York merchant, Peter Schermerhorn, this
bultding was erected In 1822 by Willjlam W, Berwlck, a bulidar active in New
York batween 1819 and 1845. Berwlck also constructed tulidings for the
Schermarhorn family in other meighborhoeds of the city. This buliding,
orfginally three siories high, was raised to four stories ¥n 1873, sc Indlcatud
by thes unusualily wide distance between the third and fourth stories., The
praked roof of this buitding was also lcwered at that time. The orlginal
Fiemish bond brickworl of the second and third stories has been retained. At
the much-altered ground floor, ramnants of the keyed brownstone door enframe-
ment remain at the ssuthern bay.. An early brownstone siil remains at the
northern window. At the upper stories, some of the brownstone window lintels
and sills are still In place. The fourth story addltion of the 1870s Is
terininated by a retardataire dentiilad brick cornlce.

No. 227.

Also built by Wilitam W. Berwick in 1822 for Feter Schermerhorn, this
brick buiiding was signiflicantly remcdelied latar In the 19th century., The
cast-iron lintel with rosettes at the storafront level.was part of the later
alteration. The fifth story was added In 1893, &t which time the peaked rcof
was lowered. The corbeled brick roof cornice Is characteristic of thls later

ariod,

No, 229-231.

This robust Greek Revival buflding was erescted in 1838-39 for grocsis
Hopkins & Hawley. At the ground floor, masslive granlte plers carry a deep
~granite lintel with molded cornice. The Flemish bond brickwork of the fou.
upper stories appears to be a fefacing of the original brick facadc. The .

roof cornice has been removed from the bullding.
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FRONT STREET

No. 233.

Erected at the same time as the corner buliding, No, 235, this 1828-29
butlding was constructed upon wha*t had been one of the last wataer lots to ke
ratalned by the £ity. The grocers Hopkins & Hawley were located here until
they moved to No.. 229-231. The ground floor has a cact-{ron shopfront which
was added to the bullding. HRound-arched paneled square columns support a
lintel decorated with rosettes, The original brick faclng appsars to have
been retained at the three upper.storles. The most striking feature of thls
flne bullding Is its pitched roof rlsing above a dentilled brick cornice and
crowned by two pedimsnted wood ‘dormers, This roofllne contrasts sharply with
the cthers in this block, '

No. 235. (3k Peck S!lp)

Like Mo, 233, this bullding was erected in 1828-29 on land owned by the
Corporation of tha City of Mew York., It was first occupled by the flour
merchants, Weod & Birdsoli. At the Fack Siip side of the bullding, an
orlginal arched doorway, row filled in, may st1l} be seen, The arch is of
gauged brick and is orpamented with a brownstone double koyston: and Impast
blocks. To the rignt of this doorway, paneled doors of 5 later perfod are

. flanked by ribbaed cast-lron gsquare columns, supperting 8 wood-faced 1inte)
vwith a beaded bracket at one end. The cast-iron features undoubtedly date
from 1892 when tha Facade was altared according te the plans of the archi-
tects, Nevilte & Bagge. The sheet metal window Vintels are alzo features
of this alteration. At this time the building was ralsed from four to fiva
storles snd Its peakad rocf was lowered. A bracketzd shset metal cornice
now crowns the butlding. ' .

FROMNT STREET Batween Pack Slip and Pover Street
WEST $1DE

Mo, 238. This buildirg ts described undor 33 Peck S1ip.

No. 240,

) Erected in 1851-52, this bullding was flirst assecsed to Harrls Stone, ona
of the many provisloners along this block. Other grovisicners In this section
“Included flour merchants, grocers and hakars. This bullding was connected at
the rear to 29 Peck $1ip, erected for Stone at the same tima, . In 1857, Jones ¢
Rowland, flour merchants, acquired the huildlng. The flva-story structure has
been somewhat sltered but the members of the cast-iron storefront remain in-
tact. The paneled cast-lron sguare columns are crramented with small
cartouches et mid-height, two of which bear the street nurber of the bullding.
At the upper stories the facade 13 of pressed brick with star-shaped tie rod
washers set In the party wall between thls bullding and "33 Peck 51lp, which wus
bullt in 1856 and wos also owned by Harris Stone. An ornate paneled and corbela
brick roof cornlce spans these two bulldings and may have bezn added at =
later date to the earlier 240 Front Streat facade.

ﬁo#. 242 and Zhht

These two structures were bullt shortly after the disastrous Neveizy Bahory
" flre of 1853 which destroyed the earlier buildings on this slta as well as roas
of the structures on this block. Jones ¢ Rowland, the flour merchants, were
also the ownars of these buildings. The cast-Iron shopfronts were the latest

In commercial style when this palr was bullt.  The square columns are quite
handsome and display round-arched vertical panels. The pressed brick facades .
are destaned In the popular varnacular style with plaln stone Flntels and sills -~
at the windows, Star-shaped tle rod washers remaln at No. 242, while some of
the early Iron shutters are still Intact at No. 2kb. A sma)l attlc story wl.n',
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FRONT STREET

short windows distingufshes No, 242, which is craﬁned by a brick dentilled
corFnice with fascia. This cornice contrasts effectively with the sheet
metal modillloned cornlce of Mo. 2Bhi, which is ene full story higher than
No. 242,

Ho. 246,
This s8fte (s now an empt? jot. [t had been occupled by a bullding

erecged wlth Nos, 248-250, which was destroyed by the Hovelty Bakery fire
of 1553, S

Nos. 248 and 250.

The 1853 cherty Bakery fire broke out In a rear building cn the site cf

today's No. 248 and destroyed the early 1810 bulldings located here. Erectad

shortly after the fire, thasz two bulldings are among the most elaborateiy

detalled in the Historic District. The cast-lrcn shopfronts are especially

fine. No. 24B displays ornamented panelad square columns supparting an

erchltrave capped by an egg and dart moldine., The shopfrent of ilo. 250

ls certainly cne of the best-preserved and most handsome ir the District.

_ Simple rosettes ornament the tops of the square and ractangular columns _
which supsort a daap archlitrave also embellished with an eg9 and dart melding. i
At this shopfront the orlglinal paneled double vinod doors remalin at the center :

bay whlie the folding paneled doors romain at the loading dock entrance. The

window traztmant at the four upper stories of Both of these brick bulldings

is quite richly detalled, Segneatal-acchezd windmws are eiegantly surincunted

by Tron lintels with decorative moldings and shouidzred end, The itca windew

siits are also finely molded snd are supported on small corbels. The fioor

devels and rcofilne of Ho, 250 are siightly higher than those of No, 2u8,

Both buildings are grandly crowned by ernzte shest metz! roof cornices,

‘supported on large follate brackets. The paneis between the brackets of the

cornice of Mo, 240 are embellished with palred swags, while the cornice of

Ho. 250 1s more simply ornamented wlth rectangular parels and dentils.

Ho., 253.

Thils bullding occupies the eastern end of the water lot Captaln Joseph _ i
Rose purchased In 1771, Rose's buildlng at 273 Water Street! was erected on '
tha western end, When the landfill cn the Front Street site was ceompleted,
Rose had a storehouse for hls wharf erected here. 1t was raplaced In 1801-02
by a three-story bullding which certainly remains as part of today's flive-stery
structyre, Many of the early features of tha building hove beern altered, but
at the sccond and third storles of Flemish kond brickwork the criginal splayud
stone window lintels resaln,

Mos. 26h-258. This site is now occupled by a one-story brick garage.

Ho, 258, This sité is now an empty lot.

EAST S10E -
“No. 237-257.  {35-41 Peck‘Sllp) ' B - a : ;- | .

. The buildlings that occuplied this site were demolished for the Consoiiustas
Edison Substation, beqgun in 1974. The substatlon was designed by the
architectural firm of Edward L. Barnes and is of brick with concrete trim.
1s the same height as the cornice line of bS Pack S1ip which was erected in.
1806~07. The deslign of the substatlon was approved by the &estoratlon and
Development Commlttee of the South Street Seaport Museum,

-]g-
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FRONT STREET

Nq. 259.

This Federal style building was erected in 1807-08 fer David Lydig, the
prominent flour merchant whese first store In the area was at 160 South
Street. The Front Street bullding appears to have been three storles high
ortglnally, perhaps with a hipped roof which was a common feature of early
corner bulldings In the seaport area. At the first three original stories
the biick 1s of Flemish bend, In contrast to the running bond at the fourth
story which was added later. "In addlition, the splayed brovnstone window
Tintels at the second and third stories further distingulish thls cearly portion
of the bullding. The criglinal features of the ground floor havs buen
substantially altered. : '
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FULTON STREET

Originally called Beekman Siip, the section of Fulton Street between Pearl
Street and the. river was ccnnected with another section of Fulton Street in
1814 and the streets were united under the some name in |B16., The eariy
cobblestones of Fulton Streef were replaced by Belgian blocks in 1854,

FULTON STREET Betwesn Socth and Front Streets

SOUTH SIDE
Nes, 2~12. The eastern pertien of Schermerhern Row. -

Schermerhorn Row, a designated New York City Landmark, is one of ‘the
finest rows of eariy commercial architecture in all of New York City., Builf
for Peter Schermerhorn in 1811, these six counting-houses were designed in
The Gaorgian-Federal style., Peter Schermerhorn (i74%-1E26), described by
Joseph Scoviile in Old Merchants of New York as "ons of the founders of New
York's ragld rise fo eminance’, was a lesding Manhzttan merchant, Krown as
"Captain™ Schermerhorn, he was a ship cwner as well, and ran a ship chandlery
- at 243 Water Street, a buildirg which still stanns today., The Scharmertorn
fomily had cwred property in the area since the [720's, when Pearl Streei was
stiil tha eastern boundary of Monhattan iIsland, Rster!s grandiathar, Arnout {1686~
[749), had built sevaral wharves in this part of the East River, Peter
Schermerhorn bought the land on which the buildings of Schermarhorn Row now
stand in 1723, whon the site was still a series of water lovs, This property
was partially fiiled in 1797 and was completely filled ty 1807, according 1o
the Bridg2s Survey of New York, Whon Schermerhorn Row wac begun in 8511, The
geographic advantagas of its site were rnct yet realized, since the.merkets
were then loczted at Peck Slip and Maiden Lane., Shortly atter Schermerkorn's
buildings were erected, Robert Fuiton's Erocoklyn Ferry began to land at
Scharmarhorn's wharf, The ferry terminated at the foct of Fulton Street
whera & woocen structure -of classical design served as the ferry houss, This
building was repiaced in 1863 by a cast-iron itvalianate building dasigned by
The architect John Kellem, The Fulton Market ¢id not mcws fo Fulton Street
until 1822, a2nd it was then That this site was fully establ]lshed as one of
. the prime focal points of The zrea,

“The build:ngs of Schermerhorn Row were eracted as warehouses with
counting recoms and wars lessed by the Schermerhorn family to other merchants. .
The criginal appzarance of These six narrow brick buildings, united by a
common cornice line and almost complately identical to the throe other buiid-
ings at the western end of Schermerhorn Row {14-18 Felton), must have been
quite handsome, Extericr stairways, which led up tc the sacond story countisg-
house rooms, were ramoved in the 1840s. At fhe grcund flcor of each building
there was an arched doorway with broewnstone frrim keyed o the surrounding
brickwork, These doors served as enfrances fo the warehouse argzs of the
buildings, At No, 2 cne of thess doorways, with a large window at ore side,
may still be seen, Tha upper stories, exacuted in Flemish bond brickwork,
retain many windcws with their original splaoyed lintels, A+ Nos, 4-10 the
high pitched rocfs ars intact and, with the excspticn of Ho. 10, 2 gabled
dormer crowns each building, Tnese dormers were not, howaver, originral
features of the buildings which had cnly hatchways leading ?o the reofs,

Early fire laws radquired that the brick party walls be exfended above the
reofs to prevent the spread of fire from building to building, High chimneys

. anca rose above these party walls, A few of these chimneys have retzined
their original height, .

" The mansaro rcof at No, 2 repiaces The criginal hipped root which was
once 2l igned with those in the row o the west., AT the time the roof was
altered another story wes also added beneath it. 7This buildina served as o
hote! in the mid=19th century when it was known as Joseph Calvin's €2st Ri-a
Hotel, By 1875 it was khown as the Fulton Ferry Hotel,

The Greek Revival style transformed many of thesa early brick fronts, 25
illustrated in a print of Fulton Street of about 1848, which shows a series
of trabeated granite shopfronts along this row, Later in the I9th century
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cast lron replaced many of the granite piers, Today cast-iron. features

remain at Nos, 4 and 10, Despite the remodeling of No, 2 and the untortunata
1935 alterations at No. 12, these six buildings form & striking row, most
notable forits early date of construction and its well-preserved homogenseity,

Hos, 14-18. The western portion of Schermerhorn Row,

These Schermerhorn Row buildings, also designated New York City Landmarks,
were built in [812, slightly tater than the eastern portion (2-12 Fulfen).
Nos, 14 and 16 retain their original high pitched roofs and the hipped roof
of the corner building, Mo, 18, effectively terminates this fine row, The
eorly features of the ground floors of this portion of the row, including the
Gresk Revival trabeated fronts of the 1840s, were replaced by cast-iron
storsfronts dating from the middle of the 19th century, At fThess shopfronts,
some of which have been restored by the South Street Sespori Museum, paneled
cast-iron square columns enfrome wide openings, Splayed brownstone lintels
remdin at many of the upper story windows, HNo, 18 was altered in 1873 by
Detlef Lienau, the architect also responsibla for two houses on West 23rd
Street owned by & later generation of the Schermerhorn family, The uniformity
of the Flemish bond dbrick facades of Schermerhorn Row, together with the high
pitched roofsymake this one of the finest early I9th-century architectural
rows in the clty,

NORTH SICE
05 ~13. (94-103 South and 141-153 Beekman),

One of tha last blocks to be completed by landfill, This site was still
lined with wood frame buildings stending on marshy land in January of 1821,
when the cify condemned it in order to build, the long-planned Fulton Market,
Twelve days after condemnation, a fire broke cut in the area and destroyed
thirty to forty bulidings on the site, After This disester, the Common Counci!
was pressured fo build the market and by January, 1822, the new building was
completed, The market was a handsome brick and stons building, designed by
Jamas O'Connell, who had designed additions to Cotumbia Coliege in 1818 By
1832 the market building had becoma decrepit and badly damaged by fire. It
was replaced by an exuberant High Victorien style building of dark brick and
terra-cotta, designed by Douglas Smyth, the official architect of the City's
markets, The South Street facade of this merket was open-ended and it was
here that the smal) wood stalls filled with farm produce were located. This
striking late i9th-century building was in furn reptaced by the present one-
story brick market building, erected in (949, Today the eastern half of this
building is occupied by fish stores, The western half, known as the 'New
Fulton Market'", housss a variety of shops, including snack bars, a btook stora
and an art gallery.-

FULTON STREET Befween Front and Water Streets
NORTH §1DE '
Nos =19, (201-202 Front).
Hondsome Federal style buildings with arched doorways and peaked roofs
originaliy stood on this site which is now occupied in part by a concraete

subway ventilator shaft erected in i938, The rem2ining portion of the site
s now an empTy lot,

Nos, 21, 23, and 25(205 Water Street), ‘

These three handsome brick stores are tate examples of the Gr§ek Revival
style and were built in 1B45-46 for George W. Rogers, one of The city's )
larger landholders, Five stories high with granite storefronts and machine=
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FULTON STREET Between Front znd Water S$treets

Nos, 21, 22, and 25.(205 Water Street).

- pressed brick facades, these buildings have been partially restored by the
South Street Seaport Myseum. The upper storles of 2(1 of the buildings hove
been cleaned and the ground floor of No, Z| has been reénovated and displays
fine granite piers with simple Tuscan capitals, No, 25 which now houses the
Museum Book Shop and Chart Store has a ground floor of 2 later date, A
fluted cast-iron column at the corner supports the floors above., At the upper
stories of this group six-over-six double~hung windows conirast notably with
the shart three-over-six windows at the fifth story, These #ine buildings
are spannec by a simple dertilled brick roof cornice, with fascla below, which
extends aleng the Weter Street side of No, 25,

JOHN STREET

John Streat was fofmerly'called Burling Stip. The slip was filled in 1835,
The extra width of the street betwaan Fron+ Street and the river reflects the
size of the earlier silp.

r

JOHN STREET  Between Front and Sowth Stree*s
SOUTH SIDE

“Hos, 160-168, This.sife is now a vacant lot, ' ¢

Nos, 170-176.

One of the finest and most impressive structures in the Historic District,
this stately building, 2 designatad New York City Landmark, was erected inr
1840 for Hickson W, Field, a commission merchent, This buiiding has teen
handsome ly restored by the ship chandlers, Baker, Carver & Morrall, Inc,, a
tirm which was fcunded in 1854, 1t was originally housed at Coanties Stip
and moved to this address in the late 950z, Unlike the other Greek Fevival
buildings in the District, this structure js entirely faced in granite including
‘the #ifth story which was raised from a2 low attic to full height. Tha use ot
granite at the upper stories was noT 2 common practice in Hew York and derived
instead from the granite-faced buildings in Boston and northern New England.
The regular rangss of windows without shutters, extending across the unorna=-
mented facade, stress the purely utilitarian cheracter of the building. Most
imposing is the use of massiva granite'piers batween the show windows at the
ground floor, The lerge scale and +he restrained use of decorative features
make this building one of the most cutstanding examples of Gresk Revival
commgrcial architecture in the city, The buiiding is L-shepaed in plan-and
extends through to 86 South Street. a

Nos, 178-180, (87 South), This site is now occupied 59 a gas station,
. NORTH SI0E | s .
MNos, [39-163, This building is doscribed under 131-189 Front Streest,

- No, 165,

Erected in 181! for Gecrge Codwise, Jr,, who once owned. the property on
The north side of Burling Stip betwean Scuth-and Front Streets;, this bUIldlng
is a designated New York City Landmark, This was the westernmast building in
a row of six which was constructed at the same time that Peter Schermerhornts
row was bagun on Fulton $treet, No. 165 is the only &xtant building of the
Codwise row, |t was first occupied in (812 by Merrit & Corlies, flour
merchants, In 1835 it housed the firm of Mackie, Oakley & Jennison, commission
merchants, who were then building the present (81 Front Streef, While con-
structing No. 181, the firm altered 165 John sc that it weuld resemble its
new neighbor, ITS +rabea+ed eranite ground floor was p=r+ ot this alteration,
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. JOHN, STREET
No, 165,

as indicated by the pter at the party wall between the two buildings which.
supports part of -both facades, This alteratiorn also included the realignment
of the windows to metch those of the jater structure and ‘the refacing of the
facade in 2 nawer brick, {n 1839 Edward G, Faile, a grocar, bought this
tuilding and 181 Front Street, and made a party wall agresment with Gecrae
Codwise's widow, Mary, which would allow No, [65 to be raised to five stories,
However, in an 1847 print, this building still appears to be four stories
high with a steep peaked roof.and in the 1870 Perris-Browne Atlas it was also
indicated as four stories, Now five stories tall, the building contrasts
with the higher 181 Front Street, which had a sixth story added in 1917,

Nos, 167-171,

¢ Also part of the property belonging to Gzerge Codwise, Jr., this site was
sold by his widow, Mary, to the Low family in 1849, Built for ALA, Low &
Brother in 1850, the building housed this famous export firm until well pest
the end of the |9th century., Abiel Abbot Low (18]11-1893) became the foremost
merchant in frade between New York and China, At the age of twenty-two he
had left his home In Salem, Massachusetts, to clerk at the American firm of
Russell & Co, in Canton, where his uncle, William, was a partper. During his
"stay in Canton, Low came *¢ know one of the legendary Cantonese merchants,
Houqua, extramely well and his succoss in the China fTrade was greatly enhanced
by this connection, 1In 1840 he became a pariner in Russell & Co. and he soon
left -China to live in New Yerk. The noxt year he began hkis cwn business with
offices on Fletcher Street and in 1847 movad 1o 115 South Street, which still
stands foday, Three years later Low and his brother, Josizh, moved into
167~171 John, a building which symbolized the success and importance of their
firm, This exceptionally fine brownstone-faced counting-hcuse, now covered
with stucco, creates an imposing effect by means of iTs large scale, Raised
on a brownstone basement, the building is five storles high and eight windows wide
at each floor., It acts as a counter—balance to the broadar Baker, Carver &
Morrell building which faces it across the street., |15 cast-iron first floor
is excaptionally notable since it wes menufactured by the we!l-known Archi-
tectural lronworks of Baniei D, Badger. The cast-iron front dates from before
1865, but it is not know if it was an oriainal feature of the facade or rot,
Its paneled square columns once had elaborate Corinthian capitals, The tall
windows at fthe three upper stories contrast well with the shorter top story
windows, These double~hung windows, which originally had molded sills, have
centra! wood mullions, A snmplé corn:ce, with fascia belcw, crowns this
handscme building and is characteris¥ic of fhe generally restrained design of
The tacade,

Nos, 173-=175. Four peaked roof buildings, four stories in height, originally
stood on this site now occupied by a gas station. k
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PEARL STREET

ORngnally called Quaan Street, Pear| Strect ran along the waterfront of
Mfower Manhattan until the lat?er half ot The. 18%h century when Wataer Street

" was created on landfitl. Ouring the early (9th century, Pearl Street was tho
site of one of the busaesf commercial .centers of the city,

I}

PEARL STREET Between Fulton-and Beekman Streets

EAST SIDE ONLY

No, 268, This site .is described under No, 204-214 Water Street,

" Noa 280-286, This building is described under 11i-117 Beskman Street.

PEARL STREET  Between Beckman Street ond Peck Slip

EAST SIDE ONLY

Nos, 208-312. This site i5 now occupied by 2 park:ng lot and 2 ?wo-stcry
garage.

~ PEARL_STREEY ©  Between Peck Siip and Cover Street
EAST SIDE OMLY

No, 320. (260~262 Water). This buitding is described under I~15 Peck Siip.

-

No, 322. This site is ncw an empty lot,

Nos,_ 3 374-328

On the site ot 326-328 Pear! Street, which was once Framklin Squars,
stood cne of 1he most famous and handzome eariy buwildings in The environs of
the seaport, " Bullt in, 1752, the building was en elegant Geprgian house owned
by the merchant William WaITon, whose por+ra|? by Thomas Wollaston hangs in |
the New York Historical Society., Walton's house was of imported yellow brick
with brownsione Trim, and the eiaborate Walton coat of arms wss carvad in
stone over the central deorwsay, During the 19th century, this fine bunldnng
served as a bcarding house unfil it was demollshed in 1881,

The three brick warehouses now standing at Nos, 324-328 were eracted as
ong buiiding in 1681=82 from the designs of architect Willjam Kuhier, Owned
by James Callery, the buildings originally hcused a store on the first flcor
with a tactory above, In €88 a printing hcuse occupied these buildings.
Toeday they form a homogeneous group, unified by a similar ground floor treat-
ment, window alignment and 3 common cornice spanning ail three facades,
Although some portions of the ground floors have baen aitered, the hzndsome
-paneled cast-fron square columns remain, The fenestration at the four upper
stories varies slightly, At No, 326 and at one bay of No,. 328 the windaws
are ot the same height but paired, contrasting subtly with the other single
windows of the facade, Certainly the most ornate feature of this groupd is
' : the corbelod brick roof cornice, ornamented with @ fanciful gecmetric pattern,

Neo, 330,

Also designed by William Kubhler, this five-story brick building was.
erected in 18082 and is almost identical to Nos, 324-328. Originally owned by
. J.5. Shuitz, this building was designed +o accord with the tacades a2t Mos, .-
328, A corbeled brick roof cornice unites atl four buildings.

ﬂos. 332-336, The pair of five~story buildings which once stood on this site
: was demclished in 1958, 1t is now occupied by & gas station,

to, 328, This site is now an empty lot,
: -



L3

PECK SLIP ©

Pack Slip was named for Benjamin Peck, whose house and whart were located hero
in the 18th century, The $lip was grided and raised to- high water mark near
Front Street in 1755 and in 1783 it wes the site of a major public markat,
Described as "one of the principal wharves in the City" in 1769, Peck Slip wes
fitled in during *he summer of (810,

PECK SLIP Between Pearl and Water Streets

SOUTH SIDE

Nos, 2-18. This site is occupled by a two-story garage and by a parking leot,

NORTH SIOE

No, 1-19. {260-262 Water)

Eteven buildings, one of which was wood frame, stood on this site until.
a2t least 1910, The present six-story brick siructure with stesl sash was
oeracted in 1950; from the designs of Charles M. Spindier, as the Feck Slip
Station, U.S. Post Office., The building is clad with modern louvered aluminum
siding,

PECW SLIP Between Water ahd Front Strenis

SOUTH) S 1 0E

-

Mo, 20-22, This building is dascribed under 251 Water Streot,

o, © 24-26.

Twe buildings were erected on *his site by (835, They were rabuilt as
ong double building in 1870~7}, when they were converted to fenements with
stores below, Although the brick ground fleor has been scmewhat altered, the
four upper stories display 2 regular rhythm of segmental-arched windows,
characteristic of the late I9?h century, These windows have stons sills and
wide brick segmental arches built up with three rows of corbeled brick hﬂaders.
A simple dentilled brick cornice spans the facade.

Na, 28. This building is described under 236 Front Strect,

NORTH S1DE- . . S

No, 21-23, (257-259% Water)

Until 1873, e picturesque cluster of gambrei-rocfed buildings stood on
this corner site, The present brick building, designed to house "first ctless
stores", was arected in 1873 from the designs of the prominent, Paris-trained
architect, Richord Morris Hunt (1827-95), who also designad the Lenox Library
(1877) since razed, and the base of the Statue of Liberty (183€) and the "
central section of the Metropollitan Museum of Art (1825-1902), which are both
designated Mew York City Landmarks, The Peck S|ip building, erected on land’
that had originally been o water lot grantad fo Jacobus Roosavelt in 175, was
constructed for the trustees of Rnosevelt hospital, I+ {0 interasting 7o ouie
that in the same year, 1873, Hunt designed another buiiding for Roosevel? o
Hospital ot 478-482 Broadway, now part of the SoHo-Cast iron Historic District. |
The six-story high Peck Slip buildinga is particularly rich in decorative '
detail. Although the ground floor on the Peck Slip side has been altered, The
original segmental-arched openings on the Water Street side still remain., &
variety of window ireatments enlivens the upper stories. At the outer bays,
tiers of single segmental-arched windows extend up through the fifth story
contrasting with the square-hesded windows of the sixth story. The two center
vays display paired square-headed windows with stone lintels crowned by seg~
mental relieving arches .of brick at the third and fourth floors, These.arches
are formed with three rows of headers set sgainst stone impost: blocks at each
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PECK SLiP

end, The spandrel panals of. fhese paired windows have horuzonTal bands of

brick in herring-bone pattern 2t fop and bot*tom, The stone window linftels and

impost bLlocks contrast effectively with the brick arches and the dark brick of

facade, This use of polychromy was characteristic of tha late 19th-cenTury

Victorian Gothic style, On the Peck Stip facade is the date, "1873", with the

numbers ranged verticaliy on the central brick pier between the panred windows.
This building is crowned by a modillioned cornice,

- Nos, 25-27.

This pair, erected in 1835~38, was built for Spofford & Tilletson,
commissjon merchants who, if they accupied the building at all, used it only
for storage purposes, since their store was ot 149 Vater Street, The original
Greek Revival ground floor hos been altered, buf the four upper stories in
Flemish bond brickwork remain, The windows retain their simple stone lintels
and sills and progressively diminish in height at the upper floors., At the
rooflina the early don*ulted bricn cornice with brick fascia may still be
seen, . .

Nos, 29 and 31,

Siightly talier than its western neighbor, this five-story pair was built
for Harris Ston2, a provisionsr., The 1852 Perris-Browne Atlas shows a full-
width smokehouse at the rear of No, 29, This was probabiy the place where
meats were prepared for long transatlantic voyages, The zltered siorafronts
of these buildings retain few of the original openings, excapt perhaps the

" narrow enfranceway at the easternmost bay of No. 29, Oversized star-shaped -
tie rod washers enliven the brick tscade of No. 25, The corbeled roof cornice,
- spanning the two buildings, is a distinctive feature and similar to that at
240 Front Streot, also once owned by Herris Stone. This corpice, which also
extends To 33 Feck Slip, is composed of recsssed reciangular panels ang
vertical brick corbels,

No, 33, (232 Front)

Also built for Harris Stone, this five~story brick structure replaced an
old frame tuiiding on this site in {856, Sfiightly narrcwer *han its two
western neighbors, it resembles them in its four upper stories and was designed
to align with the floor leveis of thase earlier buijldings, The ornamental
paneted roof cornice with brick corbels unites the facades of 29 through 33
Peck 5lip and extends around the corner Yo 240 Front Sireet,

PECK S5LIP _ Bstween Front and South Streets

SOUTH SI1DE

| ’ ' .
Ko, 34, This building is described under 235 Front Street,

sos,'36-40.

" William and Jobn Mott, dry good merchants, The Motts had stores at 335 Peck
Slip and 240 Water Sfreef, so that these. three buiidings were probably used
solely as warchouses. Originally three stories high with a peaked roof each

ot the buildings has been raisad in height and the root lowered, Ho, 40 was
raised to four storiaes in 1872, but the dates for the additions at Nos. 36 and
38, which are.new five stories hich, are not known, The similarity of the
dentillad brick rocf cornices at each building suggests that all three may have
beer raised at the. same time; however, the fact that the windows of No. 40 do
not align with the other buildings may indicate that this facade was altered
separately. - The ground floors of the buildings were modernized in the second -~
hatf of the 19th century and display some cast-iron featurss, including narrow
‘rectangular columns at MNos, 38 and 40, :

Ergcted 25 2 group in 1813, these throg brick buildings were erected for
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