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ARJUNA AWARD FOR EVEREST TEAM

_ . Asadha 5, 1887

The 19-member Indian Mount Everest Expedition, is to be
the recipient of theVArjuna Award, the Ministry of Education
announced here today.

This award, instituted in 1961 as the highest national
recognition in the field of sport, will be given to the
expedi tion as a teanm.

The award is in recognition of the success achieved by
the Indian Mount Everest Expedition as & team, in putting nine
rnen on top of the 29,028;ff. surmit of Everest in four successiw:
attempts last month. This is an unparslleled achievenent in
.mountaineering hi story.

The Arjuna award, being given for the first time
collectively to the whole tearn, instead of either to the leader
or to individual members of the Expedition, represents national
recognition of collective effort of a very high order.

During the past four yesars, there hove been 43 recipients
of this award, and each awardee nhas been an individual sportsme
for mving distinguished nimself the most on and off the field
in that particular geme during the year.

Such collective recognition has been a traditional practic
in the USSR and other countries where tcwns-and Armed Forces
fornations have been given national honoursSe

The Arjuna awards which are presented by the President
at a special investiture cerermony every year, have hi therto

heen in the form of manuscript scrolls. The Education Minister,.'
Shri M.C. Chagla hes recently approved the design of a bronze
stotuctte and the Indian Mount Everest Expedition will perhaps
e the first recipient of this metallic symbol of the Arjuna aw2p

1t is understood that miniature replicas of the Arjuna

sward will be given to &l the riembers of the expedi tion after
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the investiture. Ettn






