JGSSHFZERm S [3] (2004. 3)

JGSS

Japanese Cognitive Map of Nations based on their liking:
Analyses of JGSS 1% pilot survey data
Shunsuke TANABE

This paper describes a cognitive map of nations among Japanese based on their subjective
liking of various countries. It also explores the differences in perception among Japanese
according to their age, educational background and occupation. By analyzing the data on
attitudes towards various nations in the JGSS 1* pilot survey, it was found that Japanese tend
to rate “Western” countries higher than other countries. As for the differences among Japanese,
the prewar generation and those with lower educational backgrounds are more likely to
indicate a lack of knowledge about other countries. Among those who gave responses, the
Multidimensional Scaling (INDSCAL) results showed that the postwar generation, less
educated, and blue-collar workers base their judgment in liking more on the dimension of
“Japan & Western countries” vs. “other countries.” Prewar generations, more educated, and
white-collar workers, on the other hand, seem to put more weight on a dimension which
places Japan on one end and Russia at the other. Despite such differences, however, the
overwhelming dimension underlying the Japanese cognitive map is that Western countries are
rated higher than other countries.
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