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Executive Summary 

For the first time, The Latin American Public Opinion Project (LAPOP) Survey was undertaken in Trinidad 

and Tobagƻ ƛƴ WŀƴǳŀǊȅκCŜōǊǳŀǊȅΣ нлмлΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎǳǊǾŜȅΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǎƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƻ ƎŀǘƘŜǊ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎΩ ǇŜǊŎŜǇǘƛƻƴǎ ƻƴ 

issues related to democracy, public trust and confidence in institutions in a democratic environment, 

was conducted using a stratified random sample of 1,503 respondents and covered 188 Enumeration 

districts in Trinidad and Tobago.  

Additionally, 40 university field researchers were trained in practical research techniques and in the use 

of hand-held Personal Digital Assistants (PDA). This technological tool enabled the research team to 

significantly reduce the traditional methodological challenges of time constraints and data entry, among 

others, usually associated with the use of paper-based questionnaires. 

The survey was conducted in the context of a socio-political environment which was characterised by 

significant citizen concern with respect to rising crime and corruption rates, an atmosphere of 

uncertainty about the announcement of the date for general elections and a reduction in public 

confidence in agencies of the state, including the law enforcement agencies and institutions such as the 

Elections and Boundaries Commission and the Integrity Commission among others. The survey was also 

conducted during a period when there also a high degree of public concern about the collapse of 

financial institutions such as CLICO as well as the rising levels of inflation in the economy, which was also 

impacted by the global economic downturn. However, the survey revealed that there was a strong sense 

of national pride amongst citizens and in this multi-ethnic society, a majority of the respondents in the 

survey indicated that there was unity among the population in spite of the challenges which face the 

country. In addition, the survey revealed that adherence to the rule of law is generally supported among 

the populace. 

Trinidad and Tobago has traditionally been one of states which has shown consistent commitment to 

the values of democracy and, apart from one attempt at extra-constitutional takeover of power in 1990, 

can be seen as a shining example of a stable democratic state. The survey clearly indicated that 

democracy is considered as the only legitimate form of government for Trinidad and Tobago and the 

existing Constitutional mechanisms and procedures are unconditionally accepted by the citizenry. 

When looking at the issues which have been highlighted in the report, it is clear that some take 

precedence over others, and of interest are democracy, crime, the economy and corruption. 

The overall rate of criminal behavior has increased over the last decade to the point where there is the 

ǇŜǊŎŜǇǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ŎǊƛƳŜ ƛǎ Ψƻǳǘ ƻŦ ƘŀƴŘΩ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘƛŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴΦ ²ƘƛƭŜ ŎǊƛƳŜ 

has been on the rise, it is bewildering to note that the nature of the crimes such as violent crimes and 

murder have accounted for the majority of this increase (increase of 400% in homicides between 2000 

and 2008). 

There has been a growing concern over the issues of safety and security in Trinidad and Tobago and 

more importantly, there has been ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜŘ ǎŎŜǇǘƛŎƛǎƳ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜǎΩ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ƎǳŀǊŀƴǘŜŜ ǘƘŜ ǎŀŦŜǘȅ ƻŦ 

its citizenry.  
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Corruption has been on the rise in the economy and, from the survey data, there is the public 

perception that this corruption is becoming entrenched in the system. While many have stated that the 

corruptions levels continue to increase, a large portion of the sample indicated that they have not been 

a victim of this corruption (solicited for bribes by public officials etc). The perception of the increase in 

corruption has been fuelled by national scandals (mega projects) such as the Tarouba Stadium, the 

Scarborough Hospital, the UDECOTT (Urban Development Corporation of Trinidad and Tobago) scandal, 

the Guanapo church scandal, and allegations of corruption within the couƴǘǊȅΩǎ ǇƻƭƛŎŜ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜΦ  

Of all countries ranked by Transparency International, Trinidad and Tobago did not place in the top ten, 

ergo, it was not ranked as one of the most transparent countries internationally.  As far as public opinion 

goes, transparency, accountability and integrity do not seem to be high on the agenda of the past 

governments, regardless of the reasons for these points of view by the citizenry.  

While the economy seems to be generally stable, due to a large part to its reliance on the energy sector, 

there are some internal problems within the system.  Demand pull inflation has been on the rise 

recently, and the central bank has had to devote significant resources to curtailing this inflation. There is 

the general perception by the respondents that the economy will continue to do well as they do not 

predict any significant fall in the prices of oil or natural gas, two of the largest contributors to the GDP, 

on which the economy relies.  

This is supported by the fact that approximately one third of the respondents indicated that their 

household incomes have actually increased over the last two years, even in the midst of the global 

ǊŜŎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ǿƘŜǊŜ Ƴŀƴȅ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜƘƻƭŘ ƛƴŎƻƳŜǎ ŦŜƭƭ ŀƴŘ Ƨƻōǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƭƻǎǘΦ 

IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭƭȅΣ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ ǊƻƭŜ ƛƴ ǘhe economy has been one of leadership and patronage. This 

perception seems to have been maintained (to a large extent over time) as the survey indicated that 

many of the respondents believed that the government should continue to play a large role in the 

creation of employment and the ownership of the commanding heights of the economy.  

So while there is a general agreement that the economy has been somewhat insulated from the 

international financial crisis, there are other more pressing issues for the population of Trinidad and 

Tobago.  These issues will ultimately affect the levels of democracy that is possible in the country. There 

issues of waning trust in the government in its ability to control the crime situation, lack of trust in the 

Election and Boundaries Commission and the Integrity Commissions, lack of trust in the police and other 

government services. These are all important as they affect the perceptions of freedoms in the country 

and will ultimately affect the perceptions of democracy in Trinidad and Tobago.  

The survey has undoubtedly highlighted some of the major challenges to the practice of democracy in 

¢ǊƛƴƛŘŀŘ ŀƴŘ ¢ƻōŀƎƻ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ ŀƛƳŜŘ ŀǘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǊ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎΩ ǇŜǊŎŜǇǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

democratic process. It has been recognized that there is an urgent need for further study of several of 

the areas proved by this study. It is therefore envisaged that this report will inform and guide the 

relevant stakeholders and at the same time serve as a catalyst for the development of further research 

and analysis in an effort to advance the democratic agenda of Trinidad and Tobago. 
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Chapter 1 - Contextual framework 

Background  

The Republic of Trinidad and Tobago, a former British colony, is the southernmost island of the 

Caribbean island archipelago, and is located between the Caribbean Sea and the North Atlantic Ocean, 

and to the north-east of the South American mainland country of Venezuela.  

 

 

 

The island has a population of approximately 1.3 million people with a variety of races and cultures. This 

plural society is also rich in natural resources such as natural gas, petroleum and asphalt.  

On July 31st, 1498, when on his final voyage, Christopher Columbus sighted the island, christened it 

Trinidad and claimed it for Spain. In 1797 the Spanish Crown surrendered the island to Great Britain and 

it remained under British control until independence in 1962. 

The island of Tobago had been under the control of the British since 1803 and it joined Trinidad in 1889 

to form the single colony of Trinidad and Tobago. In January 1899, Tobago formally became a ward of 

the colony, and British rule was maintained. 
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Trinidad and Tobago achieved its independence in 1962 and adopted the Westminster model of 

government. This model of government provided for parliamentary democracy, free, fair, open and 

transparent elections, the emergence and development of independent institutions and other such 

ǘŜƴŜǘǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ŎƻƴǘŜxt continues to be characterized by efforts aimed at the 

consolidation of the democratic process.  

In 1976, Trinidad became a republic and established the post of President as the Head of State replacing 

the post of Governor General. 

Trinidad and Tobago has traditionally operated under a multi-party system since independence. The 

conventional occurrence at the time of elections however, is that this multi-party system manifests itself 

in ŀ ǘǿƻ ǇŀǊǘȅ ŎƻƴǘŜǎǘΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ tŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ aƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ όtbaύ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ōŜƛƴƎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘǿƻ 

contending parties.  

While the PNM, founded by Dr. Eric Williams in 1956, is the oldest political party in Trinidad and Tobago, 

there have been several other parties formed in order to oppose the PNM. The tbaΩǎ longstanding 

political opposition party is the United National Congress (UNC) established in 1988, by the ǇŀǊǘȅΩǎ 

former leader Basdeo Panday. The only other party to gain power through elections was The National 

Alliance for Reconstruction (NAR), under the stewardship of Arthur Robinson, which was voted into 

office dramatically in 1986 with a landslide victory over the ruling PNM by 33- 3 seats. This party only 

served one term and has not been in power since.  Most recently, The Congress of the People (COP) 

which is a breakaway faction of the UNC, failed to capture a single seat in 2007.  

These major political parties all have had significant representation in Parliament, either ruling or in 

opposition. It must also be borne in mind that there are a number of minor political parties that have 

participated in the political process of Trinidad and Tobago. Such parties include: The United Labour 

Front (ULF), The Democratic Action Congress (DAC), The National Joint Action Committee (NJAC), Team 

Unity and several others. These minor parties have usually formed alliances with the major parties as 

they have seldom been able to win seats on their own. 

At the time of the survey (January 2010), the PNM, UNC and COP were the major political forces, while 

NJAC was relatively dormant until the May 2010 elections. Since then, the UNC led by Kamla Persad-

Bissessar, the COP led by Winston Dookeran, the Tobago Organization of the People (TOP) led by 

Ashwoth Jack, The Movement for Social Justice (MSJ) led by Errol McLeod and the NJAC led by Makandal 

5ŀŀƎŀ ŦƻǊƳŜŘ ŀ Ŏƻŀƭƛǘƛƻƴ ǇŀǊǘȅ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ tŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ tŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ όttύΦ 

 

 

In terms of the ethnic composition of the country, the two dominant racial groupings namely Indo and 

Afro Trinidadians, account for over 75% of the total population. The population also includes the Mixed, 

Whites, Chinese, Syrian- Lebanese and Amerindian racial groupings. 
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¢ǊƛƴƛŘŀŘ ŀƴŘ ¢ƻōŀƎƻΩǎ ǇƭǳǊŀƭ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅ ŀƭǎƻ ŜƴŎƻƳǇŀǎǎŜǎ ŀ ƳǳƭǘƛǘǳŘŜ ƻŦ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻƴǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ wƻƳŀƴ 

Catholicism, Hinduism, Islam, Anglican, Baptist Faiths, Pentecostal, Seventh Day Adventist and others.  

 



8 
 

 

 

 



9 
 

The plural nature of this society is complemented by a strong sense of national pride among the 

citizenry as well as strong feelings of unity among the population. In the survey, two questions were 

askŜŘ ƻƴ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǇǊƛŘŜ ŀƴŘ ǳƴƛǘȅΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŜǊŜ άdespite our differences we Trinidadians and 

Tobagonians have many things that unite us as a country, how much do you agree or disagree with this 

ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘΚέ όPN2ύ ŀƴŘ άǘƻ ǿƘŀǘ ŜȄǘŜƴǘ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǇǊƻǳŘ ƻŦ ōŜƛƴƎ ¢ǊƛƴƛŘŀŘƛŀƴ ŀƴŘ ¢ƻōŀƎƻƴƛŀƴΚέ όB43). 

 

 

 

87% of the respondents indicated that they felt there was unƛǘȅ ŀƳƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǊȅ όро҈ άǎǘǊƻƴƎƭȅ 

ŀƎǊŜŜέΣ нн҈ άŀƎǊŜŜέΣ мн҈ άǎƻƳŜǿƘŀǘ ŀƎǊŜŜέύ ǿƘƛƭŜ ƻƴƭȅ 6% felt that there was not unity among the 

citizens of Trinidad and Tobago. 
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On the issue of national pride, an overwhelming majority of the respondents (94%) shared the 

perception that there is a great amount of national pride existing within the twin island republic.  

With respect to Trinidad and Tobago the strong adherence to national pride can be connected to the 

concept of nationalism and the idea of a nationΩǎ ǎŜƭŦ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴΦ !ǎ ŀ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘΣ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭƛǎƳ ǊŜŦŜǊǎ ǘƻ 

ǘƘŜ ƛŘŜŀ άǘƘŀǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛǾŜ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ŀ ōŜƭƛŜŦ ƛƴ ŀ όǊŜŀƭ ƻǊ ƻǘƘŜǊǿƛǎŜύ 

common inheritance or experience of history, myth, tradition, language, culture, form or existing 

independence ς or some combination of these1έΦ  

¢ǊƛƴƛŘŀŘ ŀƴŘ ¢ƻōŀƎƻΩǎ ƭŜƎŀƭ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ƛǎ ŦƻǳƴŘŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳƻƴ ƭŀǿ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇƭŜǎ ƻŦ ƛǘǎ ŦƻǊƳŜǊ ŎƻƭƻƴƛȊŜǊΣ 

.ǊƛǘŀƛƴΣ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀǘǳǘŜǎ ŜƴŀŎǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ ǇŀǊƭƛŀƳŜƴǘΦ ¢ƘŜ ŘƻŎǘǊƛƴŜ ƻŦ ǇǊŜŎŜŘŜƴŎŜ ŀǇǇƭƛŜǎ ǘƻ 

TrinidaŘ ŀƴŘ ¢ƻōŀƎƻΩǎ ƭŜƎŀƭ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ŀƴŘ ƧǳŘƎƳŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ǳǇǊŜƳŜ /ƻǳǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ WǳŘƛŎŀǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ¢ǊƛƴƛŘŀŘ 

and Tobago and of the Judicial Committee of the Privy Council are binding.  

Trinidad and Tobago has one of the highest GDP (Gross Domestic Product) per capita income rates in the 

Caribbean and it is generally regarded as an excellent investment site for international business. 

Traditionally the economy was based on agriculture as the colonizers utilized the islands for the 

                                                           
1
 Kellas; 1991; in Ponton, G. and Gill, P.; Introduction to Politics; (3

rd
 Edition); (1993); Blackwell Publishers; Oxford; 

pp. 239 
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production of sugar, coffee, cotton and cocoa. The 1970s saw an economic boom in Trinidad and 

¢ƻōŀƎƻ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊȅ ƻŦ ƻƛƭ ƻŦŦ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŎƻŀǎǘǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜƴ onwards, the ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅ 

has been very heavily dependent on hydrocarbons which are exported to earn foreign exchange. In 

2009, ŜƴŜǊƎȅ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŀǇǇǊƻȄƛƳŀǘŜƭȅ пл҈ ƻŦ ¢ǊƛƴƛŘŀŘ ŀƴŘ ¢ƻōŀƎƻΩǎ D5t ŀƴŘ ул҈ ƻŦ ƛǘǎ 

exports.  

¢ǊƛƴƛŘŀŘ ŀƴŘ ¢ƻōŀƎƻΩǎ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅ ƛǎ ǘǊŀƴǎƛǘƛƻƴƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƴ ƻƛƭ-based economy to one which is based on 

natural gas. Approximately ƘŀƭŦ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ ƴŀǘǳǊŀl gas is converted into liquefied natural gas (LNG) 

at the Atlantic LNG facility in Trinidad, and is exported under long-term contracts and on the spot 

market. According to the US State Department, Trinidad and Tobago is ranked as the fifth largest 

exporter of LNG in the world and the single largest supplier of LNG to the United States, providing two-

thirds of all LNG imported into the United States since 2002. Further, the growth of the economy is 

dependent on a dynamic downstream industry consisting of oil and natural gas by-products. 

 

 

As part of its foreign and trade policies, Trinidad and Tobago has eliminated almost all investment 

barriers since 1992 resulting in an open investment climate. The country also has a double taxation 
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agreement, a bilateral investment treaty and an intellectual property rights agreement with the United 

States. 

¢ǊƛƴƛŘŀŘ ŀƴŘ ¢ƻōŀƎƻΩǎ ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ ŜȄǇŜƴŘƛǘǳǊŜ όōȅ ƛǘǎ нллс ǎǘŀǘƛǎǘƛŎǎύ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ лΦо҈ ƻŦ ƛǘǎ DǊƻǎǎ 

Domestic Product (GDP). In a country whose population is approximately  1.3 million people, its military 

branches include the Trinidad and Tobago Defence Force, the Trinidad and Tobago Coast Guard, the 

Trinidad and Tobago Air Guard, and the Trinidad and Tobago Police Service. 

The rapid economic growth of the country since the 1990s (due to the industrialization policies of 

successive governments) has impacted on democracy in Trinidad and Tobago. The myriad of democratic 

issues closely linked to this economic growth have both been positive and negative. Such correlations of 

a socio- economic/ socio- political nature will be thoroughly examined in this report. 

¢ǊƛƴƛŘŀŘ ŀƴŘ ¢ƻōŀƎƻΩǎ ƘǳƳŀƴ ŀƴŘ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΣ ŀǎ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇƻǎƛǘŜ ƘǳƳŀƴ 

development index (HDI), ranks the country at 64 out of 182 countries. The country enjoys a life 

expectancy average of 69.2 years as opposed to Suriname with 68.8 years; an adult literacy rate (ages 15 

and above) of 98.7% as compared with Spain (97.9%)and a GDP per capita (purchasing power parity) of 

US$23,507 as compared with Saudi Arabia (US$22,935). 

Remittances to Trinidad and Tobago are significantly less than most of the countries in the region, being 

US$69 per capita as compared with Jamaica US$790 per capita. This is significant as the overall per 

capita remittances for the Caribbean and Latin America stands at US$114 per capita. 

 

LAPOP Survey in Trinidad and Tobago 

This year marks the first time the Latin America Public Opinion Project (LAPOP) has undertaken the 

study on the Political Culture of Democracy in Trinidad and Tobago. The study was executed by the 

Institute of International Relations (IIR) at The University of the West Indies, St. Augustine Campus. 

The IIR has also undertaken a similar study in the mainland South American country of Suriname, and 

this is also the first time this activity has been done in that country. These two countries are the two 

latest additions to a hemisphere-wide survey on issues related to democracy, initiated by LAPOP and 

Vanderbilt University, which traditionally have been limited to Latin American countries. 
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Chapter 2 - Methodology 

The methodological approach which was undertaken in conducting this research utilised a stratified 

random sample. Both islands, Trinidad and Tobago, were stratified according to region (enumeration 

districts) then further sub-divided by age and gender. This was deemed necessary in order to have the 

most appropriate representative sample of the population. The objective was to gather information 

which would be representative of the entire population and this stratified random approach was 

deemed most suitable to achieve this objective. 

In order to ensure the accuracy of data collection, a sub-sample of the population was used in a pilot 

study.  

 

 

 

Validity was maintained by utilizing a rigorous set of pre-tested criteria which were held constant 

throughout the research exercise.  

Levels of reliability were tested and confirmed by the use of the pre-test and as a result there was no 

significant deviation between the pre-test results and those of the study.  

To ensure that objectivity was held constant throughout the research exercise, a rigorous training 

programme was designed and executed to a team of forty (40) university trained Researchers. The 

survey consisted of fifteen hundred (1,500) questionnaires which were administered by the use of 

Personal Digital Assistants (PDAs). The time frame in which this was undertaken in the period between 

January ς February 2010. 

The time frame of the survey was crucial as the issue of practicality arose when considering disruptions 

which would have been caused by the Carnival season in general, and the Carnival holidays in particular.  

One factor that limited the efficiency of the process was the definite or finite number of PDAs available 

to the research team. While there were forty (40) trained Researchers, they were constrained by the 

existence and presence of only twenty-five (25) PDAs to be used in both island wide surveys.  

 

Instruments for data collection 

The main instrument used for the collection of data was the questionnaire, which was used by the 

Researchers in conducting the interviews. Twenty five (25) Personal Digital Assistants (PDAs) were 

provided by Vanderbilt University to the Institute of International Relations, UWI to facilitate the 

execution of the survey. The questionnaire was supplied by LAPOP and Vanderbilt University as a part of 

its comparative regional research activity.  

Validity is defined as the extent to which the instrument measures what it claims to measure. 
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The use of the PDAs with the included questionnaire is indeed a unique way of collecting, storing and 

retrieving data. This technology enabled the Trinidad and Tobago Research team to eliminate the 

traditional methodological challenges of time constraints, data entry, etc. However, some challenges 

which emerged included the resistance by respondents to the lengthy questionnaire (over 100 

questions), the scarcity of respondents in certain Enumeration Districts (EDs) and security concerns in 

some of areas.   

In addition to the PDAs, there were consent forms and cards displaying the scale of responses to any 

given issue. Maps were also obtained from the Central Statistical Office and used to assist interviewers 

in locating the relevant EDs. 

 

Sample Design 

A random sample size of fifteen hundred (1500) respondents over the age of 18 years was selected and 

conducted in Trinidad and Tobago, with 1300 respondents in Trinidad and 200 respondents in Tobago. 

Trinidad was divided into fourteen areas made up of City Corporations, Boroughs and Regional 

Corporations/ Municipalities, whereas Tobago was divided into seven (7) parishes. These were further 

divided into Enumeration Districts (EDs) as mandated by the LAPOP survey methodology which is 

concurrently being used throughout the 26 countries under investigation.  
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Located within the divisions, one hundred and eighty eight (188) EDs were selected as the locations for 

the administering of the 1500 questionnaires in Trinidad and Tobago. 

Further, these EDs were spread geographically in five strata, namely the East, West, South and Central 

areas of Trinidad, with Tobago as a separate stratum. These EDs were also further classified as either 

being rural or urban.  

 URBAN RURAL 

Percentage of Respondents 56% 44% 
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Overview of the sample 

This section presents the key demographic characteristics of the sample, namely the gender, age, race, 

income and educational levels achieved by individuals.  

 

Gender 

The gender distribution between males and females in the study was 751 males to 752 females. The 

additional three respondents represented an oversampling that led to a total of 1503 responses. This 

oversampling was intended to ensure that there was no bias in the selection of respondents according 

to gender, as this is a critical component of the study.  
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Age  

The survey targeted four age groups which were as follows: 

1. 18-25 

2. 26-35 

3. 36-50 

4. 51 and over 

These age groups were assigned to each of the 188 EDs as well as to the 2 gender groups.  Therefore in 

each ED, eight (8) questionnaires were administered, which represented each age category for each sex. 

Since 8 interviews were assigned to each ED to total of 1504 interviews were assigned for the entire 

survey, indicating an oversample of four (4) interviews. However, the total number of interviews 

conducted in the survey amounted to 1503.  

The 1503 respondents were spread across the identified age ranges, however 10 individual respondents 

declined to give their age.  
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Race / Ethnicity 

As previously mentioned in the contextual framework, Trinidad and Tobago is a multi-ethnic society 

which is characterized by many races and ethnic groups. Traditionally the race/ethnicity factor has been 

a major issue in discussions on democracy in Trinidad and Tobago. This is the case more so in Trinidad 

than in Tobago, because Tobago tends to have less ethnic diversity than its sister island Trinidad.  

In Trinidad and Tobago the two main groups are of African and Indian descent. Over time there has been 

an increasing tendency for the two dominant races to mix and a sub-group has developed which is 

ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊƛȊŜŘ ŀǎ άaƛȄŜŘέ όά5ƻǳƎƭŀέύΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ǇǊŜŎƭǳŘŜ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ mixes of races which give Trinidad 

and Tobago its unique ethnic characteristic, not only of race, but of colour, religion and culture. Trinidad 

and Tobago also has minority racial ethnic groups such as Chinese, Whites, Syrian/Lebanese and others.  
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Income 

The research instrument disaggregated the responses by income. This was achieved by having bands of 

income from which the respondents could select. This was necessary as the traditions and culture of 

Trinidad and Tobago do not engender the population to readily disclose their incomes. Ten (10) income 

brackets were presented to respondents, ranging from (1) - meaning no income to (10) - with an income 

of more than TT $75,000 per month. 

The results highlighted the fact that income brackets of TT $2,600-$5,000 and TT $5,100-10,000 

accounted for more than half of the responses by the sample population. As would be expected due to 

national culture, a significant percentage of the sample did not wish to reveal their income.  
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Educational levels 

Generally, education in Trinidad and Tobago begins at the kindergarten level and the majority of this 

population remains in the system until secondary school level. According to the Education Act of 

Trinidad and Tobago (1966), the compulsory education age άmeans any age between six and twelve 

years and accordingly a person shall be deemed to be of compulsory school age if he has attained the 

age of six years and has not attained the age of twelve years, and a person shall be deemed to be over 

compulsory school age as soon as he has attained the age of twelve years.έ wŜŎŜƴǘ ǘǊŜƴŘǎ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊ ƘŀǾŜ 

suggested that the majority of the population have some form of informal education before the age of 

three in nurseries, and between three and five years old in pre-schools and kindergartens.  

Over the last decade at all levels of the education system, there has been increased access to education, 

private and public, and a combination of both. This is reflected by higher enrollment levels at the 

secondary school level and increased participation in secondary school leaving examinations.  

¢ƘŜ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ !ǎǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ŦƻǊ ¢ŜǊǘƛŀǊȅ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ tǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜ όD!¢9ύ Ƙŀǎ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘŀǘŜŘ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎΩ 

access to tertiary education in Trinidad and Tobago. The programme promises to cover the tertiary 

education tuition costs for students attending approved local and regional higher education 

programmes. The aims of GATE are two-fold; endeavouring to create a more educated population base 

in the country and in doing so strive to successfully achieve the Millennium Development Goals targeted 

ŀǘ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘǎΦ 

In general terms, as the survey sample is representative of the population, one can come to the 

ŎƻƴŎƭǳǎƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ¢ǊƛƴƛŘŀŘ ŀƴŘ ¢ƻōŀƎƻΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǊŜƭŀǘƛǾŜƭȅ ǿŜll educated. Of the respondents, 41% 

indicated that they have access to secondary school education, where an additional 7% have gone on to 

additional secondary school education. As a percentage of the overall sample size, almost 25% have 

attained access to tertiary education. Of interest is that just over 15% have not gone beyond primary 

education, and this will have implications for the results of the survey.  
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Chapter 3 ς Democracy and its Practice in Trinidad and Tobago 

Concepts of Democracy 

The concept of democracy is a highly contested one, especially in the context of the Western 

hemisphere. There have been numerous challenges and successes related to the process and 

operationalisation of democracy in the hemisphere. While the Caribbean states have been operating 

ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ²ŜǎǘƳƛƴǎǘŜǊ {ȅǎǘŜƳ ƻŦ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƛƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ мфслΩǎΣ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ 

the Latin American states have included a range of alternative regimes including military, populist- 

authoritarian, bureaucratic-authoritarian and democratic regime-types. Recently however, in Latin 

America, the transition to democracy has occurred with significant success and the process of 

democratic consolidation proceeds in contemporary times.  

Before examining the perceptions of democracy by citizens of Trinidad and Tobago, it is useful to 

articulate a clear understanding of the concept of democracy.  

At its most basic, W.S. Shively describes democracy as, άŀ ǎǘŀǘŜ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀƭƭ Ŧǳƭƭȅ ǉǳŀƭƛŦƛŜŘ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎ ǾƻǘŜ ŀǘ 

regular intervals to choose, from alternative candidates, the people who will be in charge of setting 

ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ǇƻƭƛŎƛŜǎΦέ2 It is generally agreed that this definition has significant limitations and Brian Loveman 

attempts to broaden the notion of democracy by adding several characteristics. Loveman posits that, 

άaŀƴȅ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻŎŜŘǳǊŀƭ ŦƻǊƳǎ ŀǊŜ ŎƻƳǇŀǘƛōƭŜ ǿƛǘƘ ΨŘŜƳƻŎǊŀŎȅΩ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ 

representative version so long as certain basic conditions are met. These include:  

a) Alternation in government offices as a result of free and fair elections;  

b) Broad public contestation both to fill government offices and to debate public policy; 

c) Freedom of the press and other mass media to permit dissemination of opposing views; 

d) Widespread respect for and implementation of civil liberties and rights and the rule of 

law;  

e) Those with authority to govern operate within specified legal limits;  

f) tǊƻǾƛǎƛƻƴ ƛǎ ƳŀŘŜ ŦƻǊ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘŀōƛƭƛǘȅΦέ3  

The discourse on democracy has been broadened and Diamond et al4 have argued that democracy 

denotes a system of government that meets essential conditions including meaningful and extensive 

competition among individuals in organised groups (especially political parties) for all effective positions 

for government power, at regular intervals and excluding the use of force. Further, these conditions also 

include a highly inclusive level of political participation in the selection of leaders and policies through 
                                                           
2
 W. Phillips Shively, Power and Choice- An Introduction to Political Science (New York: McGraw Hill, 2003) 

 
3
 [ƻǾŜƳŀƴΣ .ǊƛŀƴΣ άtǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘ 5ŜƳƻŎǊŀŎƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ aƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ DǳŀǊŘƛŀƴǎƘƛǇΥ tƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ¢Ǌŀƴǎƛǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ [ŀǘƛƴ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀέΣ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

Journal of Interamerican Studies and World Affairs, 36:2, pp. 105-189, 1994  
 
4
 Diamond, Larry et al; Democracy in Developing Countries: Latin America; (Colorado: Lynne Reinner, 2007) 
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regular and fair elections, so that no major social group is excluded. Additionally, another important 

condition for democracy is the presence of a level of civil and ethical liberties ς freedom of expression, 

freedom of the press, freedom to form and join organizations ς sufficient to ensure the integrity of 

political competition and participation.  

In adding to the discourse on democracy, wǊƛǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ άtƻƭƛŎȅƳŀƪƛƴƎ ƛƴ [ŀǘƛƴ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀ5έ {ǘŜƛƴ ŀƴŘ ¢ƻƳƳŀǎƛ 

ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǾƛŜǿ ǘƘŀǘ άǘƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ ƎŀƳŜ ƻŦ ŘŜƳƻŎǊŀŎȅ ƛǎ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ŀƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǘ ŀ 

deeper level: that of respecting the rules of the game and lŜǘǘƛƴƎ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǊǳƭŜΣ ƛŦ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǾƻǘŜǊǎΩ 

ŎƘƻƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƻǳǘŎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜƭŜŎǘƻǊŀƭ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎέΦ 

With respect to Trinidad and Tobago, democracy as a critical component of the political process has 

been largely stable since its independence in 1962. There have only been two instances of serious 

threats to democracy, with the first in 1970 (Black Power movement/military revolt) and the second 

ōŜƛƴƎ ƛƴ мффл όŀǘǘŜƳǇǘŜŘ aǳǎƭƛƳŜŜƴ ŎƻǳǇ ŘΩŞǘŀǘύΦ  

In 1970, there was a military revolt that challenged democracy but was quickly put down. This event 

occurred in the context of the Black Power movement that sought to address the struggles of black 

people, workers and those who were disadvantaged. 

The second challenge to democratic rule in 1990 occurred within an entirely different context as the 

country faced serious socio-economic challenges arising out of the debt crisis of the 1980s. The 

government had imposed unpopular austerity measures to deal with such challenges and one pressure 

group, the Jamaat Al Muslimeen, attempted to overthrow ǘƘŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΦ wŜŀǎƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƻǳǇ ŘΩŞǘŀǘΣ 

as expressed by its leader, Imam Yasin Abu Bakr, included the perceived inability of the government to 

properly address the socio- economic issues faced by the country. However, neither event had a 

significant impact on the strength of democratic governance in the country. 

Perceptions of Democracy  

Several factors have been shown to contribute to the strength and stability of democracy in a country.  

¢ƘŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎΩ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŀƴŘ Ǉopular acceptance of the legitimacy of the system have been 

demonstrated, and can be used to gauge the durability of the system.  Accordingly, this survey sought to 

determine the perceptions of democracy among the citizens of Trinidad and Tobago. The following 

sections assess the strength of democracy in Trinidad & Tobago by analyzing indicators of the various 

dimensions of citizen support of the democratic process and democratic ideals.   

Lƴ ŀƴ ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘ ǘƻ ƎŀǳƎŜ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎΩ ǎŀǘƛǎŦŀŎǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴŘ ǇŜǊŎŜǇǘƛƻƴǎ ƻf the manner in which democracy is 

expressed in Trinidad & Tobago, the following questions were asked:  

¶ PN4 - In general, would you say that you are very satisfied, satisfied, dissatisfied or very 

dissatisfied with the way democracy works in Trinidad and Tobago?  

¶ PN5 - In your opinion, is Trinidad and Tobago very democratic, somewhat democratic, not very 

democratic or not at all democratic?  

                                                           
5
 {ǘŜƛƴΣ 9ǊƴŜǎǘƻ ϧ ¢ƻƳƳŀǎƛΣ aŀǊƛŀƴƻΤ άtƻƭƛŎȅƳŀƪƛƴƎ ƛƴ [ŀǘƛƴ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΣ Iƻǿ tƻƭƛǘƛŎǎ {ƘŀǇŜǎ tƻƭƛŎƛŜǎέΣ LƴǘŜǊ-

American Development Bank; (Washington, 2008) 
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The general perception of democracy was gauged from the responses to those two questions. On that 

basis, the study set out to highlight the various aspects of democracy that would lead to the varying 

levels of satisfaction / dissatisfaction.  

 

 

As shown in the Figure 14, 42% of all respondents indicated that they were satisfied with the way 

democracy works in Trinidad & Tobago, whereas 52% indicated that they were dissatisfied with the way 

democracy operates in the country.  The remaining 6% of respondents did not give a response.   
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Although more than half of the respondents indicated their dissatisfaction with the way that democracy 

operated in Trinidad & Tobago, 69% of the survey respondents perceived Trinidad & Tobago as 

democratic, with 62% ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ¢ǊƛƴƛŘŀŘ ϧ ¢ƻōŀƎƻ ǿŀǎ άǎƻƳŜǿƘŀǘ ŘŜƳƻŎǊŀǘƛŎέ ŀƴŘ т҈ ōŜƭƛŜǾƛƴƎ 

ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ǿŀǎ άǾŜǊȅ ŘŜƳƻŎǊŀǘƛŎέΦ  /ƻƴǾŜǊǎŜƭȅΣ н1% of respondents perceived the country to ōŜ άƴƻǘ 

ǾŜǊȅ ŘŜƳƻŎǊŀǘƛŎέΣ ŀƴŘ п҈ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ǿŀǎ άƴƻǘ ŀǘ ŀƭƭ ŘŜƳƻŎǊŀǘƛŎέΦ   

As previously discussed, support for democracy and the democratic process is important when assessing 

the durability of democracy in a country.  The study has ŜȄŀƳƛƴŜŘ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎΩ ǇŜǊŎŜǇǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜŦŦƛŎŀŎȅ ƻŦ 

their democracy, including their evaluations of the degree of democratization and the level of 

satisfaction with the manner in which in the system operates.  In this section, the study will examine the 

issue of system legitimacy in Trinidad & Tobago by analysing attitudes that support democracy, including 

the degree to which democracy is valued as a form of government and the strength of rejection of 

authoritarian options.  

In an attempt to gauge the level of support for the idea of democracy, the study analyzed responses to 

the following question:  

¶ DEM2 - Which of the following statements do you agree with most?  

Á Lǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ŀ ǊŜƎƛƳŜ ƛǎ ŘŜƳƻŎǊŀǘƛŎ ƻǊ ƴƻƴ-democratic 

Á Democracy is preferable to any other form of government 
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Á Under some circumstances an authoritarian government may be preferable to a 

democratic one 

 

 

 

 

As shown in Figure 16, respondents express a clear preference for democracy as a system of 

government.  67% of the respondents felt that democracy is preferable to any other form of 

government while only 12% felt that there could be instances when an authoritarian regime might be 

preferable.  10% did not believe it mattered whether the regime was democratic or not.  Support for the 

democratic regime type is strong, which suggests that democracy in Trinidad & Tobago is relatively 

stable.  This high level of support for the regime type, however, is juxtaposed with a high level of 

dissatisfaction with the way democracy operates in Trinidad & Tobago.   
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The attitudes in support of democracy held by citizens of Trinidad & Tobago is further emphasized by 

responses to the following questions:   

DEM11 - Do you think that our country needs a government with an iron fist, or that problems can be 

ǊŜǎƻƭǾŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΩǎ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴΚ 

 

AUT1 - There are people who say that we need a strong leader who does not have to be elected by the 

vote of the people. Others say that although things may not work, electoral democracy, or the popular 

vote, is always best. What do you think? 

 

 

In response to question DEM11, 89% of the respondents indicated support for the participation of all 

the citizens in governing the country.  
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Figure 18 shows that 84% of the respondents felt that electoral democracy is the best option, even with 

the recognition that the elected leadership may not always operate as expected. The remaining 10% of 

the respondents indicated that Trinidad and Tobago needs a strong leader, even if such a leader is not 

democratically elected.   

Although the preceding evidence suggests strong support for democracy among citizens of Trinidad and 

Tobago, it should be noted that there were also citizens who expressed clear preference for 

authoritarian or non-democratic forms of government.  The percentage of the population who believed, 

(1) that there were circumstances under which an authoritarian government was preferable (12%), (2) 

that the country needs a government with an iron fist (10%), or (3) that we need a leader who does not 

have to be elected (10%) is small, and indicates comparatively weak support among Trinidad & Tobago 

citizens for non-democratic regime options.   
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In addition to questions DEM2, DEM11 and AUT1, question E3 ŀǎƪŜŘ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘŜƴǘǎΩ ƻǇƛƴƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ άǇŜƻǇle 

working in a group to violently overthrow an elected government ς how much do you approve or 

ŘƛǎŀǇǇǊƻǾŜΚέ Lƴ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǘƻ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ E3, cumulatively 87% of the respondents disapproved of the 

participation in groups aimed at violently overthrowing an elected government. Of this 87%, 68% of 

ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘŜƴǘǎ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ άǎǘǊƻƴƎƭȅ ŘƛǎŀǇǇǊƻǾŜέ ƻŦ ǎǳŎƘ ŀŎǘƛƻƴΦ  /ƻƴǾŜǊǎŜƭȅΣ ƻƴƭȅ н҈ ƻŦ 

ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘŜƴǘǎ άǎǘǊƻƴƎƭȅ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŜέ ƻŦ ǎǳŎƘ ŀŎǘƛƻƴΦ  

Having established the parameters of democracy, the survey explored both the elements of democracy 

and the practices of democracy, as well as issues which impact the democratic process of Trinidad and 

Tobago. These include: 

¶ Public Trust 

¶ Fundamental rights and freedoms 

¶ Voting behaviour  

¶ Corruption 

¶ Impact of the Media 
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¶ Political and Social Tolerance  

¶ Economics and Trade, Unemployment and Poverty  

¶ Security and public safety 

¶ Role of private sector 

These elements of democracy will be further analyzed in the other sections of the report. 

 

Support for Democratic Principles  

This section of the study analyses a range of elements of democracy as practiced in Trinidad and Tobago.  

Rule of Law 

As previously observed, the basic conditions of democracy include the wide respect for and 

implementation of civil liberties, the ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎΩ ōŀsic rights, and the adherence to the rule of 

law.  As a part of the democratic process, ŜŀŎƘ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ [ŜƎƛǎƭŀǘǳǊŜΣ 9ȄŜŎǳǘƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ WǳŘƛŎƛŀǊȅ branches 

are required to be guarantors of the rule of law, and facilitate access to justice and effective, 

transparent, ethical and accountable governance. In the most basic sense, the rule of law is a system 

that attempts to protect the rights of citizens from arbitrary and abusive use of government power.   

To determine the extent to which citizens of Trinidad & Tobago recognize and support the rule of law 

and the right to due process, the following question was asked:  

AOJ8. In order to catch criminals, do you believe that the authorities should always abide by the law or 

that occasionally they can cross the line?  
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Results presented in the Figure 20 indicate that strict adherence to the rule of law is supported by half 

of the respondents interview in the survey.  50% of those expressing an opinion on the issue felt that the 

law should always be obeyed, but 47% of respondents were supporters of less strict compliance with the 

law in fighting crime. This indicates that due to serious concern about the high levels of crime in Trinidad 

ŀƴŘ ¢ƻōŀƎƻΣ ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎΩǎ ǇŜǊŎŜǇǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŜǾŜǊȅ ŜŦŦƻǊǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƳŀŘŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ǘƘŜ crime situation in 

the country, if even it means non-compliance with the law by law enforcement officials in some 

instances.  

To assess whether such concessions regarding the rule of law should also be made for ordinary citizens, 

the following question was posed:  

E16. Of people taking the law into their own hands when the government does not punish criminals.  

How much do you approve or disapprove? 

Although almost half of the respondents concurred with the view that law enforcement officials could 

occasionally cross the line in pursuit of criminals, such support was not given to ordinary citizens.   
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In response to this question, cumulatively 65% of respondents disapproved of citizens taking the law 

into their own hands when the government does not punish criminals. Of this 65%, 43% of respondents 

άǎǘǊƻƴƎƭȅ ŘƛǎŀǇǇǊƻǾŜέ ƻŦ ǎǳŎƘ ŀƴ ŀŎǘƛƻƴΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ ƻƴƭȅ ф҈ ƻŦ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘŜƴǘǎ άǎǘǊƻƴƎƭȅ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŜέ ƻŦ ǎǳŎƘ 

actions.  This displays a respect for the rule of law by citizens, even if they feel that the government has 

failed to adequately punish address issues related to criminal activities and the punishment of criminals.  

This shows some level of respect for the structure of the justice system and the right to due process,  

 

Expression of Basic Rights and Freedoms in Trinidad and Tobago 

The protection of basic rights and freedoms is an intrinsic democratic principle. The Constitution of the 

Republic of Trinidad and Tobago (Ch. 1, Pt. 4) recognizes certain fundamental human rights and 

freedoms that have existed and shall continue to exist without discrimination by reason of race, origin, 

ŎƻƭƻǳǊΣ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻƴ ƻǊ ǎŜȄΦέ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŦǊŜŜŘƻƳǎ ŀǊŜ ŀǎ ŦƻƭƭƻǿǎΥ-  

a. the right of the individual to life, liberty, security of the person and enjoyment of property and 

the right not to be deprived thereof except by due process of law; 
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b. the  right of the individual to equality before the law and the protection of the law; 

c. the right of the individual to respect for his private and family life; 

d. the right of the individual to equality of treatment from any public authority in the exercise of 

any functions; 

e. the right to join political parties and to express political views; 

f. the right of a parent or guardian to provide a school of his own choice for the education of his 

child or ward; 

g. freedom of movement; 

h. freedom of conscience and religious belief and observance; 

i. freedom of thought and expression; 

j. freedom of association and assembly;  

k. ŦǊŜŜŘƻƳ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎǎέ 

Several questions were asked to determine the extent to which citizens believe these basic rights are 

and should be protected, and the degree to which these freedoms could be expressed.   

.оΦ ¢ƻ ǿƘŀǘ ŜȄǘŜƴǘ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎΩ ōŀǎƛŎ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ŀǊŜ ǿŜƭƭ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ƻŦ 

Trinidad & Tobago?  
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With respect to the protection of fundamental rights and freedoms as constitutionally mandated, the 

Trinidad and Tobago population seemed to be aware of the existence of these rights as 55% of the 

ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘŜƴǘǎ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎΩ ōŀǎƛŎ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ŀǊŜ ǳƴǇǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǎƻƳŜ ŘŜƎǊŜŜΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ нп҈ ƻŦ ǘhat 

group believed that basic rights were not protected at all. (B3) 

With respect to participation in legal protests in Trinidad and Tobago, the historical evidence indicates 

that traditionally protests and community actions have included strikes, marches and demonstrations, 

for which legal provisions are made. 

Several questions were asked regarding the freedom of assembly, with particular emphasis on legal 

demonstrations and protest actions.   

E5. Of people participating in legal demonstrations. How much do you approve or disapprove? 
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An aggregate of 79% of respondents to question E5 ǎƘƻǿŜŘ ŦŀǾƻǳǊŀōƭŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜǎ ǘƻ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ 

participation in legal demonstrations. Of this 79%, 51% of the respondents άǎǘǊƻƴƎƭȅ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŜέ ƻŦ 

ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎΩ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ƭŜƎŀƭ ǇǊƻǘests, whereas 5% ƻŦ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘŜƴǘǎ άstrongly disapproveέ ƻŦ ǎǳŎƘ 

demonstrations. 

 

twh¢оΦ  !ƴŘ ƴƻǿ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ мн ƳƻƴǘƘǎΧLƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ мн ƳƻƴǘƘǎΣ ƘŀǾŜ ȅƻǳ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ŀ 

demonstration or protest march?  

 

 

 

Although the approval rating of legal demonstrations was high, participation in such demonstrations 

was low.  In response, 93% of the respondents indicated that they had not participated in any form of 

protest or march within the last 12 months prior to January, 2010. Only 6% of the population had 

actually participated in any demonstrations in the last year.   
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While more than three out of four respondents indicated some degree of approval for legal 

demonstrations, strong disapproval was expressed toward extreme forms of protest.  This is further 

support of the respect for the rule of law which was previously examined.   

 

With respect to the seizure of private property or land in protest action in Trinidad and Tobago, the 

historical evidence suggests that such action is not regular practice amongst the citizenry.  
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In response to question E14, сп҈ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘŜƴǘǎ άǎǘǊƻƴƎƭȅ ŘƛǎŀǇǇǊƻǾŜέ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŜƛȊƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜ 

property / land in protest action. In response to question E2, 64% of the respondents indicated that they 

άǎǘǊƻƴƎƭȅ ŘƛǎŀǇǇǊƻǾŜέ ǘƘŜ ŀŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ άǎŜƛȊƛƴƎ ŦŀŎǘƻǊƛŜǎΣ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎ ŀǎ ŀ ŦƻǊƳ ƻŦ ǇǊƻǘŜǎǘέΦ 

As with the freedoms and rights that have been examined, citizens of Trinidad and Tobago respect the 

right to join political parties and to express political views.   

Question E11 ŀǎƪŜŘΥ άƻŦ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴǎ ŦƻǊ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ǇŀǊǘƛŜǎ ƻǊ ŎŀƴŘƛŘŀǘŜǎΣ Ƙƻǿ ƳǳŎƘ Řƻ 

ȅƻǳ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŜ ƻǊ ŘƛǎŀǇǇǊƻǾŜΚέ 

 

 

In Trinidad and Tobago, citizen participation in political campaigns has been a feature of general 

elections and well as local government elections. At the macro level, among the activities of nation-wide 

political party campaigns are mass meetings often attended by party activists and followers from several 

constituencies intended to demonstrate an image of party popularity and strength. At the community 


















































































































































