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чырвона-белага сьцяга, эканамічнай інтэграцыі 
з Расеяй і праве прэзыдэнта распускаць парля-
мэнт. Быў адным з  заснавальнікаў Беларускай 
асацыяцыі журналістаў і Беларускага Хэльсын-
скага камітэту. 

У 1996-м атрымаў палітычны прытулак у ЗША. 
З 1999 – супрацоўнік Радыё Свабода. Сябра Бе-
ларускага ПЭН-цэнтру, ляўрэат літаратурнай 
прэміі імя Алеся Адамовіча. У сэрыі «Бібліятэка 
Свабоды. XXI  стагодзьдзе» выдаў кнігі «Дзе-
вяноста першы» пра здабыцьцё незалежнасьці 
Беларусі і «Дзевяноста чацьвёрты» пра першыя 
прэзыдэнцкія выбары.  
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Summary

A 1995 referendum in Belarus ordered by 
authoritarian president Alyaksandr Lukashenka 
halted the process of national rebirth in the country, 
plunging it back into the soviet past.  In wake 
of the plebiscite, ersatz communist-era national 
symbols were reinstated, and the Belarusian 
language lost its singular status.  The government 
in Minsk embarked on a path toward integration 
with Moscow, and the president was granted the 
power to dissolve parliament, a right he exercised 
hastily thereafter.  Radio Svaboda correspondent 
Siarhiej Navumchyk, then a deputy in the Belarus 
parliament, was not only an eyewitness to this 
dictatorial onslaught but, alongside colleagues in 
the democratic opposition, actively fought against 
it.

Navumchyk was among 19 opposition deputies 
who declared a hunger strike in the country’s 
main parliamentary chamber in protest over the 
unconstitutional vote. The demonstration ended 
in violence when masked KGB forces burst into 
the Supreme Council building, beat the protesting 
deputies, and forcibly expelled them from the hall. 

In this book, Navumchyk provides a gripping 
account of that pivotal and tumultuous event.  
He also writes about independent Belarus’ first 
parliamentary election, and details the “dirty 
tactics” the government used against its opponents 
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to ensure victory.  An incisive analysis of the 
Kremlin’s first steps in renewing its influence in 
countries of the former USSR is also provided by 
the author.
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«Бібліятэка Свабоды. XXI стагодзьдзе» — кніжны праект 
Беларускай службы Радыё Свабода. Чытайце ў інтэрнэце: 
www.svaboda.org
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