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YBIpBOHA-0€1ara chlsira, SKaHaMIqHal 1HTATpaIbli
3 Pacesii 1 mpaBe Nmpa3bIAHTA paciycKallb Mapiis-
MAHT. BBy amHbIM 3 3acHaBaibHIKay benapyckait
acarpIsIbI KypHaJicTay 1 bemapyckara XaabChiH-
cKara KaMiTaTy.

YV 1996-M aTpbimMay naniTeiaHbl npeiTynak y 31LIA.
3 1999 — cympanoyHik Paasié CBaboma. Csabpa be-
napyckara [IOH-maHTpY, AgypiaT mitapaTypHaid
npamii iMs Aniecs Anamosiva. Y capbli «bibmisToka
Craboanl. XXI craronzpaze» BeiAay KHIri «Jl3e-
BSHOCTA TEPIIBD) Mpa 31a0bIIBIE He3aTeKHACHIIL
benapyci i «/[3eBsiHOCTa YaIIbBEPTHD) TTpa MEPIIBIST
HP33bIASHIIKIS BEIOAPBI.
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Summary

A 1995 referendum in Belarus ordered by
authoritarian president Alyaksandr Lukashenka
halted the process of national rebirth in the country,
plunging it back into the soviet past. In wake

of the plebiscite, ersatz communist-era national
symbols were reinstated, and the Belarusian
language lost its singular status. The government
in Minsk embarked on a path toward integration
with Moscow, and the president was granted the
power to dissolve parliament, a right he exercised
hastily thereafter. Radio Svaboda correspondent
Siarhiej Navumchyk, then a deputy in the Belarus
parliament, was not only an eyewitness to this
dictatorial onslaught but, alongside colleagues in
the democratic opposition, actively fought against
it.

Navumchyk was among 19 opposition deputies
who declared a hunger strike in the country’s
main parliamentary chamber in protest over the
unconstitutional vote. The demonstration ended

in violence when masked KGB forces burst into
the Supreme Council building, beat the protesting
deputies, and forcibly expelled them from the hall.

In this book, Navumchyk provides a gripping
account of that pivotal and tumultuous event.

He also writes about independent Belarus’ first
parliamentary election, and details the “dirty
tactics” the government used against its opponents
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to ensure victory. An incisive analysis of the
Kremlin’s first steps in renewing its influence in
countries of the former USSR is also provided by
the author.



«bibnifTaka CBaboabl. XXI cTaroasbase» — KHiXHbI NpaekT
benapyckaii cnyx6bl Pagblé CBaboaa. YbiTanue ¥ iHTapHaILE:

www.svaboda.org
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