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Students from the Singapore Uni-
versity  of  Social  Sciences  (SUSS)  
are getting a leg- up in their work 
prospects amid a tough economic 
outlook this year.

The  university  has  been  wor-
king on ways to help fresh gradu-
ates who wish to explore alterna-
tive  job  pathways  beyond  sala-
ried positions. 

To this end, it started two pro-
grammes in entrepreneurship and 
the gig economy for those who are 
interested in such areas of work.

SUSS president Cheong Hee Kiat 

told The Straits Times in an inter-
view last month that it is the insti-
tution’s  way  of  providing  some  
training and stability as graduates 
pursue their interests in this uncer-
tain Covid- 19 situation.

He said: “We need to encourage 
more of these young people with
energy,  drive  and  ideas...  to
make a  living on their  own,  and 
some  of  this  will  be  in  terms
of entrepreneurship.” 

The university’s efforts are on top 
of 100 traineeship positions it is of-
fering as part of the Government’s 
SGUnited  Traineeships  Pro-
gramme for recent graduates.

It  has  received  nearly  6,000
applications for the positions, which 

come with a monthly allowance and 
some training for up to 12 months. 

SUSS, Singapore’s sixth autono-
mous university, is currently in the 
process of interviewing applicants.

Since July 1, some of the positions 
have already been filled, and eight 
trainees have started work across 
departments such as business intel-
ligence  and  analytics,  human  re-
sources as well as communications 
and marketing. 

Professor Cheong said the univer-
sity, which marks its 15th anniver-
sary this year, will train aspiring en-
trepreneurs  through  a  Venture  
Builder  programme  which  starts  
this month. 

Full- time  and  part- time  SUSS  
graduating students who are eligi-
ble for SGUnited Traineeships can 
join the programme, which comes 
with a monthly allowance. It plans 
to start with 15 students, and eight 

have already been recruited. 
It hopes to increase the intake to 

30 students next year if the scheme 
proves to be effective.

The  institution  had  previously
introduced an Alibaba Cloud- SUSS 
Entrepreneurship Programme, an 
incubation programme open to all 
institutes of  higher  learning  stu-
dents,  including those  from out-
side SUSS. 

Since 2017, it has helped to create 
about  35  student  start- ups,  14  of  
which have secured funding amount-
ing to more than $8 million in total. 

Another initiative is a series of 
workshops  on  the  gig  economy  
that  took place in June  to  equip  
graduates  with  skills  related  to  
starting up businesses. About 130 
SUSS graduates attended the work-
shops, which covered topics such 
as  freelancing,  e- commerce  and  
digital marketing. 

Prof Cheong said it is not a given 
that  young  people  know  how  to  
freelance. “We want to train up a 
group  of  people  whose  mental  
model  of  what  employment  is  
about has enlarged,” he said. 

The university, he added, hopes 
to  impart  to  interested  students  
tips  and  tricks  in  the  freelance  
world, from how to find work oppor-
tunities and how to create content 
to marketing one’s abilities. 

It  may  also  bring  such  aspects  

into its formal curriculum to pre-
pare  graduates  for  new  work  
regimes, said Prof Cheong. 

In a bid to broaden students’ ex-
pertise,  SUSS  has  also  grown  its  
pool  of  minor  subjects,  from
fewer than five in 2005 to 38 now. 
The  fields  range  from  analytics  
and  digital  media  to  psychology  
and sociology. 

Full- time  undergraduates  at  
SUSS, except those in accountancy, 
need to take a minor as part of their 
curriculum.  Part- time  students  
have the option of taking a minor if 
they wish to do so. 

Prof Cheong said it is essential for 
students to have multiple perspec-
tives, be open- minded and interact 
with peers from other disciplines 
who may not think like them. 

“What we are thinking of is... to in-
troduce more complex problems in 
students’ second and third- year cur-
ricula, and combine students from 
different  disciplines  for  broad-
based projects,” he added. 

Real- world issues are often con-
nected, he said. An issue in housing, 
for example, could be linked to not 
just logistics, but transport of goods 
and  supply  disruptions,  environ-
ment, pollution and jobs. 
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The Singapore University of Social 
Sciences (SUSS) is looking for a new 
home that will  bring its  students 
and staff under one roof. 

Its president,  Professor Cheong 
Hee Kiat,  said it is in discussions 
with  the  Ministry  of  Education  
about a new campus, although its lo-
cation has not been decided. 

“This would be a chance for us to 
fashion a new type of campus,” he 
told The Straits Times, in a recent 
update on the university’s plans as it 
marks its 15th anniversary this year. 

Since 2005, SUSS has been operat-
ing on rented premises at the Singa-

pore  Institute  of  Management  
(SIM) site in Clementi. 

It rents Block C and partial spaces 
in Blocks A and B from SIM, as well 
as some spaces in Ngee Ann Poly-
technic, which are used for lectur-
ers and other staff. 

Prof Cheong said: “We have been 
renting for 15 years... Any univer-
sity would like to have a place that 
students can belong to.” 

Over  the  years,  SUSS  has  ex-
panded its full- time offerings – it 
now has nine such degree courses, 
up from three in 2014. 

Its latest full- time intake for the 

2020  academic  year  is  between  
850 and 900, up from 580 in 2017. 

It has 13,000 part- time students, 
including graduate students. 

Instead of having a large sprawl-
ing campus, the idea is to make use 
of a reasonable amount of space in 
an efficient and cost- effective way, 
said Prof Cheong. 

“We  want  to  be  mobile,  agile
and  provide  sufficient  facilities
for  our  students  in  a  thoughtful  
way,” he said, adding that having 
large  spaces  to  maintain  could  

drain resources and may push up 
the cost of education. 

The aim is for SUSS, as a social sci-
ences institution, to make learning 
as accessible as possible to people, 
said Prof Cheong. 

“We are quite a different univer-
sity, and we are proud of that,” he 
said. SUSS will continue to focus on 
closing the gaps in society, he said, 
and working with social service or-
ganisations to help them do better 
in management and operations. 

Applied research is also another 

key emphasis.
“We let others do all the esoteric 

stuff, but we want to do applied re-
search that can be applied in sectors 
or nationally,” said Prof Cheong. 

Going  forward,  the  university  
hopes to also raise its standing glob-
ally by joining regional consortiums 
that are aligned with its strengths. 

For instance, since 2017, SUSS has 
been a member of The Talloires Net-
work, an international association 
of institutions focused on strength-
ening the civic roles and social re-

sponsibilities of higher education.
SUSS is also keen to explore join-

ing organisations such as the Asean 
University  Network  to  boost  job  
and networking opportunities for 
students and help faculty members 
learn from overseas conferences.

Through  these  tie- ups,  SUSS
also hopes to “establish our reputa-
tion and get people to know what 
sort  of  university  we  are”,  Prof  
Cheong said.
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There is sufficient space in shelters 
for the homeless, which saw a surge 
in people seeking refuge during the 
two- month  circuit  breaker  that  
ended on June 1.

About 85 per cent of the 700 spa-
ces at Safe Sound Sleeping Places 
(S3Ps) were occupied as of July 10, a 
Ministry of Social and Family Devel-
opment (MSF) spokesman told The 
Straits Times. 

There are currently 29 S3Ps, up 
from just seven in March.

These S3Ps are mostly religious 
organisations  that  allow  the
homeless to stay for the night on 
their premises. 

For example, groups that started 
operating as S3Ps in May include 
Trinity  Methodist  Church,  Bible  
House and Tao One, a non- profit or-
ganisation that runs a Taoist temple 
and other services.

The MSF spokesman said: “Dur-
ing the circuit breaker period, the 
MSF worked closely with our part-
ners that responded to the urgent 
call  for  shelter  support  to set  up 
more Safe Sound Sleeping Places to 
help those who have been affected 
by the Covid- 19 measures.”

There are also transitional shel-

ters,  which  offer  the  homeless  a  
longer stay.

As of July 15, about 60 per cent of 
the family units and 85 per cent of 
the individual units at the three tran-
sitional shelters were occupied. 

There are currently about 80 fam-
ilies and 60 individuals in the transi-
tional  shelters,  run  by  AMKFSC  
Community  Services,  Awwa  and  
New Hope Community Services.

People can usually stay for up to 
six months at these shelters, social 
workers say, while their staff help 
them  find  housing  and  employ-
ment, and help them work through 
the issues they face.

Homeless shelter Transit Point @ 
Margaret Drive,  which opened in 
March and has space for 74 resi-
dents, is currently 95 per cent full.

Ms Lilian Ong, director of social 
work at New Hope Community Ser-
vices which runs the shelter, said 
the  number  of  people  seeking  
refuge during the circuit breaker,  
which started on April 7, shot up by 
about three times to about 20 new 
cases a week. 

In May, then Minister for Social 
and Family Development Desmond 
Lee  told  Parliament  that  nearly  
300 homeless people had sought 
help  from  aid  network  Partners
Engaging and Empowering Rough 
Sleepers (Peers) during the circuit 
breaker period. 

The  Peers  network  comprises  
government  agencies,  religious  
groups  and  charities.  It  was  
launched in July last year to ensure 
better  coordination  and  synergy
in the delivery of services to help 
the homeless.

Mr Lee, who is now Minister for 
National Development and Minis-
ter- in- charge of Social Services Inte-
gration, said in a Facebook post last 
Wednesday that over 60 commu-

nity organisations now work with 
government agencies to reach out 
to “befriend,  shelter  and  support  
homeless Singaporeans”.

Ms Ong said those who were al-
ready homeless before the Covid- 19 
crisis sought a space in a shelter – 
which they had previously shunned 
– as they felt it would be safer to be 
in one, given the pandemic. 

Mr Derek Lim, a volunteer at char-
ity Homeless Hearts of Singapore, 

added that some men who did so 
were also  “worried  about  getting 
fined for loitering (during the cir-
cuit breaker)”.

Mr Lim said these men may have 
previously decided not to seek help 
at a shelter as they dislike staying 
with others, among other reasons.

There were also those who were 
made homeless by the pandemic. 
These  included  people  who  lost  
their jobs and could no longer af-

ford to pay rent, and Singaporeans 
left stranded here despite having a 
home  in  Malaysia  after  the  
Malaysian government banned for-
eigners from entering the country.

Mr Lim said there is a group of Sin-
gaporeans who live in Johor Baru or 
Batam but who work as drivers, se-
curity  guards  or  hold  other  blue-
collar jobs in Singapore. 
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SUSS president Cheong Hee Kiat (above) said the university is in discussions 
with the Ministry of Education about a new campus, although its location has 
not been decided. It is now operating on rented premises (right) in Clementi. 
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Homeless shelter Transit Point @ 
Margaret Drive, which opened in 
March and has space for 74 
residents, is currently 95 per cent 
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Training programmes in entrepreneurship and 
gig economy among initiatives uni has started

Looking for a home
of its own to fashion 
new type of campus

GOING BEYOND SALARIED JOBS

We need to encourage 
more of these young 
people with energy, drive 
and ideas... to make a living 
on their own, and some of 
this will be in terms of 
entrepreneurship.

’’PROFESSOR CHEONG HEE KIAT, 
president of the Singapore University
of Social Sciences.

SUSS to equip graduates
for alternative job pathways

Coronavirus pandemic

80
Number of families staying in 
transitional shelters, run by 
AMKFSC Community Services, Awwa 
and New Hope Community Services. 
There are also about 60 individuals.

Enough shelter space for homeless despite surge in demand: MSF
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