
Important note: This folio shows route options once the Alaskan 
Way surface street is complete. The SR 99 tunnel will open to 
traffic, and the Alaskan Way Viaduct will be closed and torn down, 
before the Alaskan Way surface street can be built. Alternate 
routes will be in place during that period of time.

The Alaskan Way Viaduct Replacement Program will transform 
how drivers use SR 99 to reach or bypass downtown Seattle. 
The new SR 99 tunnel is designed to work in conjunction 
with a new Alaskan Way surface street that will be built in the 
footprint of the to-be-removed viaduct. 

The SR 99 tunnel will provide a direct route for vehicles 
seeking to bypass downtown entirely, while the new surface 
street will provide improved connections into the downtown 
Seattle grid. These new route options will make some current 
trips shorter and other trips a little longer.

Using the tunnel:
• The tunnel will have two general-purpose lanes in  

each direction
• No mid-tunnel exits or entrances
• New access ramps to and from SR 99 will be built at S. 

Dearborn Street on the south end and at Republican Street 
on the north end

• New or improved surface streets at both ends will provide 
connections into downtown (south end) and South Lake 
Union (north end) 

The tunnel is designed to carry the current volume of viaduct 
drivers who use the viaduct to bypass downtown entirely. The 
new, two-way Alaskan Way surface street, which will run from 
the tunnel’s south portal to Elliott and Western avenues at the 
north end of the waterfront, will provide connections between 
SR 99 and downtown Seattle.

Most importantly, the project is protecting the traveling public 
by replacing the aging and seismically vulnerable viaduct 
with a tunnel featuring modern safety and traffic management 
systems.

Americans with Disabilities Act  & Title VI information 

Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Information: This material can be made available in an alternate format by emailing the WSDOT 
Diversity/ADA Affairs team at wsdotada@wsdot.wa.gov or by calling toll free, 855-362-4ADA (4232). Persons who are deaf or hard of 
hearing may make a request by calling the Washington State Relay at 711.
Title VI: It is the Washington State Department of Transportation’s (WSDOT) policy to assure that no person shall, on the grounds of 
race, color, national origin or sex, as provided by Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, be excluded from participation in, be denied the 
benefits of, or be otherwise discriminated against under any of its federally funded programs and activities. Any person who believes his/
her Title VI protection has been violated, may file a complaint with WSDOT’s Office of Equal Opportunity (OEO). For additional information 
regarding Title VI complaint procedures and/or information regarding our non-discrimination obligations, please contact OEO’s Title VI 
Coordinator at (360) 705-7082.

For more information

Visit the website at www.AlaskanWayViaduct.org
Call the hotline at 1-888-AWV-LINE
Send an email to viaduct@wsdot.wa.gov
Follow on Twitter: @BerthaDigsSR99

Send a letter to:
Alaskan Way Viaduct Replacement Program
Washington State Department of Transportation
999 Third Ave., Suite 2200
Seattle, WA 98104

Alaskan Way Viaduct 
REPLACEMENT

PROGRAM

January 2017

Traveling on the new SR 99 corridor

The future of Seattle’s 
central waterfront
Waterfront Seattle is a multi-year program 
to rebuild Seattle’s waterfront following 
the removal of the Alaskan Way Viaduct. 
The Program spans the waterfront from 
Pioneer Square to Belltown and includes 
a rebuilt Elliott Bay Seawall, a new 
surface street providing access to and 
from downtown, and new parks, paths, 
and access to Elliott Bay. Waterfront 
Seattle is led by the City of Seattle’s 
Office of the Waterfront, working closely 
with civic leaders, stakeholders and 
the broader Seattle public to create a 
“Waterfront for All.”

 

For more information about  
Waterfront Seattle: 

www.waterfrontseattle.org

info@waterfrontseattle.org

206.499.8040
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SR 99 tunnel north end

SR 99 Tunnel south end

On- and off-ramps at  
S. Dearborn Street

Surface connection 
with downtown

Reconnected street grid

Connection to 
southbound tunnel

New highway 
and local street 
connections

New SR 99 
tunnel

KEY

New highway 
and local street 
connections

New SR 99 
tunnel

KEY
A landscaped pedestrian promenade will 
extend north-south along the waterfront 
from Pine Street to Pioneer Square A rebuilt Alaskan Way will serve all modes of 

travel and provide clear and safe pedestrian 
crossings and signalized intersections
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Future access on SR 99 into and through downtown Seattle
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Common routes 
Northbound and West Seattle Downtown  
Take SR 99 north to the new exit at South Dearborn Street. 
From there, surface streets or the new Alaskan Way along the 
waterfront provide connections into downtown.

Downtown Southbound SR 99 and West Seattle  
Use downtown streets to reach the new Alaskan Way 
surface street, then take that street south to reach the SR 99 
southbound on-ramp at South Dearborn Street.

Queen Anne/Magnolia/Ballard Downtown
Use the new connection above the train tracks from Elliott 
Avenue to the new Alaskan Way surface street, and then to 
connections into downtown.

Queen Anne/Magnolia/Ballard Stadiums and 
southbound SR 99  
Use Mercer Street to reach the southbound SR 99 on-ramp at 
the tunnel’s north end, and take the tunnel to the stadium exits 
or continue south on SR 99.

South Lake Union/downtown SR 99  
Use improved street grid (reconnected John, Thomas and 
Harrison streets) to reach on-ramps to northbound and 
southbound SR 99 at tunnel’s north end.
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Northbound and West Seattle 
access to downtown

Downtown to southbound  
SR 99 and West Seattle (*example)

Queen Anne/Magnolia/Ballard 
to downtown (*example)

South Lake Union/
downtown
to SR 99 (*example)

Queen Anne/Magnolia/Ballard to 
stadiums and southbound SR 99
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*Surface street lines are representative 
only, to indicate generally the possible 
routes between neighborhoods and the 
future SR 99 tunnel and new Alaskan Way 
surface street.

On- and off-ramps  
at tunnel entrance

On- and off-ramps  
at tunnel entrance


