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Discussing the Heritage of Linji School of Lingyin
Temple and Its General Styles
during Southern Song Dynasty Based
upon Lingyinsi Zhi

Lien-chung Huang
Associate Professor of Kao Yuan University

Abstract

Based upon Lingyinsi Zhi ({ZE[&3FE ) ), the research is to mainly
discuss the heritage masters of Linji School of Lingyin Temple during
Southern Song Dynasty, and styles of this school of the monks. To be

more specific, among 33 eminent monks appeared in Lingyinsi Zhi ({Z&

=F8)), 4 of them were masters from either Yunmen School (ZEFH
%) or Caodong School (& F%%), one of them did not belong to
Southern Song Dynasty; the other 28 were all successors of the heritage
of Yuanwu Keqin ([E|fE72%)) from Master Yangqi Fanghui (#5155
& ), besides Master Lanan Daoshu (f{f& 7 fi& ), who belonged to
Huanglong Sect (&= #EJK ) of Linji School by Master Huanglong Huinan
(EHHEEERS ) . This explains that the heritage of Linji School of Lingyin
Temple during Southern Song Dynasty were mostly successors of

Yuanwu Keqin (E[fETZE)) .

Motives of this research generated from a few facts, one of them is
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that as the capital of Southern Song Dynasty was Hangzhou, where the
system of “five mountains with ten temples” was established.
Furthermore, since Lingyin Temple happened to be located in the center
of Hangzhou, its unique historical and geographical positions, as well as
the political atmosphere wherein the emperors bestowed abbot monks
not only allowed masters in Lingyin Temple to obtain sacred Buddhist
spiritual leadership or a representative of enlightenment, but also
symbolized how this temple was supported by peasant followers and
respected by the palace and other monks. Additionally, another reason is
that the maturity of quotation publication and the rising of written Zen
that symbolized the golden age of Zen School in Southern Song Dynasty.
Besides, the particular influence of monks of Linji School of Lingyin
Temple in Hangzhou and thought styles are all issues worthwhile of

providing discussions.

Another subject to be discussed in this research is the thought styles
of Buddhist schools of masters in Linji School of Lingyin Temple in
Southern Song Dynasty. Starting with the core ideas of Master Yangqi
Fanghui (#51Z /5 ) , brief introductions of styles of Buddhist schools
of Yuanwu Keqin (E[fE7EE) ), Dahui Zonggao (KESFE ), Mian
Xianjie (%% f&& Ji % ) and Songyuan Chongyui (A J5 5= 5t ) are
provided. To give more details, the thoughts already transformed by the
time when Master Yuanwu Keqin ([B]fE%C#%) ) inherited from Master
Yangqi Fanghui (515 /7€ ) ; upon the Kan Hua Chan (G5 ) from
Yuanwu Keqin ([E|fEFC%) ) to Dahui Zonggao (KEZEH) and from
Mian Xianjie (ZEE %) to Master Songyuan Chongyui (FAJEE=5E) ,

same thoughts transferred again. This explains that the transformation
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and innovation of Zen styles of Buddhist schools of Linji school allow
Chinese Zen schools to be filled with active and new vitality and

creativity.

Keywords: Lingyin Temple, Linji School, styles of Buddhist schools,
Lingyinsi Zhi, heritage of Zen
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