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Illus 1:  The Mauldslie estate as shown on the 3rd edition Ordnance Survey 25-inch map, with components marked in red (map reproduced from 

http://www.maps.nls.uk). 
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1.0 Introduction to Glorious Gardens 

Glorious Gardens was a two-year pilot project (2015-17) to research and record historic gardens and 

designed landscapes in two areas of Scotland.  The project focused on properties which are not listed in 

the Historic Scotland Inventory of Gardens and Designed Landscapes, but which still retain evidence for 

their development and have some conservation value.   

One strand of the pilot project, funded by Historic Environment Scotland and the Heritage Lottery Fund, 

focused on gardens and designed landscapes (GDLs) in the Clyde & Avon Valley Landscape Partnership 

(CAVLP) area while a separate strand, funded by Historic Environment Scotland (HES), studied properties 

in the Falkirk local authority area.  

The  Glorious Gardens pilot project was initiated and managed by Scotland's Garden and Landscape 

Heritage, who contracted Northlight Heritage to recruit, train and support groups of volunteers to 

conduct the research and produce reports on properties in each area during 2015-2017. 

This report on the Mauldslie estate was prepared as part of the pilot exercise by Northlight Heritage, in 

order to trial and develop recording methods and a report template for volunteers working with the 

project.  The desk-based research drew heavily on the results of research presented in the Mauldslie 

Castle Estate Conservation Management Plan, written by LUC in association with Christopher Dingwall 

and Donald Rodger Associates in 2013, which discusses both the estate's history and the current 

designed landscape in greater detail than this report.  The assessment of significance (section 7) also 

draws on a more detailed statement of significance developed by LUC (2013). 

2.0 Introduction to Mauldslie  

Mauldslie designed landscape is centred on the location of the now-demolished mansion house of the 

same name (NGR NS 8080 5033).  The property lies mainly in the parish of Carluke, with a small part in 

the parish of Dalserf, in South Lanarkshire.  The mansion house formerly sat in a slightly elevated position 

in a setting of terraced lawns and specimen planting, framed by wooded slopes to the north and policy 

parkland to the south and west.  The River Clyde meanders along the south-west edge of the estate, 

which from the mid 19th century included a parcel of land on the left (south) bank.  Mauldslie is bordered 

by the estates of Milton Lockhart on the east, Dalserf on the west, Brownlee on the north-west and 

Hallcraig on the east.  Its agricultural holdings formerly extended to the north across the Carluke-Lanark 

road.     

The mansion house of Mauldslie Castle was demolished in 1935 following the break-up and sale of the 

estate in 1933.  Three listed buildings survive today: West Lodge and Mauldslie Bridge (category A listed) 

and Marna Lodge (category C listed).  Mauldslie Woods form part of the Clyde Valley Woodlands National 

Nature Reserve and the woodland around Jock's Gill is a Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI).  The 

estate is in multiple ownership, including by South Lanarkshire Council and various private owners.   

Name Designation Grade ID  Web link 

Mauldslie 

Bridge 

Listed 

building 

A LB5175 http://portal.historicenvironment.scot/designation/

LB5175 
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West Lodge, 

Gateway & 

Gates 

Listed 

building 

A LB45125 http://portal.historicenvironment.scot/designation/

LB45125 

Rosebank, 

Lanark Road, 

Marna 

Listed 

building 

C LB5177 http://portal.historicenvironment.scot/designation/

LB5177 

Mauldslie 

Woods 

National 

Nature 

Reserve 

NA NA http://www.nnr -scotland.org.uk/clyde-valley-

woodlands/visiting/mauldslie-woods/ 

Jock's Gill 

Woods 

SSSI NA 823 http://gateway.snh.gov.uk/sitelink/siteinfo.jsp?pa_

code=823 

 

3.0 Methods 

The study followed the project methodology, as detailed in the Glorious Gardens Method Statement (see 

project archive, held at the National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE) maintained by HES.) 

It involved the consultation of key historic maps, aerial photographs, local and national archives, and 

databases of heritage assets and statutory designations.  The results were entered on a Property 

Information form, hosted on a secure server, to ensure a consistent level of recording. 

The desk-based research was followed by a systematic walkover survey in autumn 2015 to identify and 

record surviving components and key elements of the historic designed landscape.  The survey employed 

a recording system designed for the project that combines written field notes, tablet-based data capture 

and photography.  All data gathered during the project are available for consultation as part of the 

Glorious Gardens archive, held at the NHRE. The sources consulted are listed in section 8. 

The information gathered has been synthesised to establish a baseline understanding of the 

development of the designed landscape and its current state, including its overall structure, surviving 

components and conservation opportunities. 
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4.0 Desk-based research results 

4.1 Historic maps 

Mauldslie appears on maps from the late 16th century onward.  This section summarises the changes to 

the designed landscape which are captured on each of the more informative historic maps.  Section 6 

draws out further evidence from the maps as it relates to specific components of the landscape. 

 

Illus 2:  Pont's Glasgow and the county of Lanark (Pont 34) (1596). 

 

Pont records the presence of 'Malds-ly' and depicts a tower house of up to four storeys.  Several houses in the 

area are shown as quite distinct from each other, suggesting a degree of accuracy in their representation. 

Illus 3:  Roy's Military Survey of Scotland (1747-55) (©British Library). 
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General Roy's map shows a designed landscape, centred on Mauldslie Castle, in some detail.  As Roy was born 

and raised less than two kilometres away, he would have known this property well.  The landscape is laid out 

in geometric style, with a central avenue leading straight from the castle to the river and what appears on 

later maps as a ford.  What may be gates are shown partway along the avenue.  It is flanked by enclosed 

orchards and fields on a grid pattern, linked by smaller, perpendicular avenues.  To the east of the house is a 

formal walled garden.  Another route leads to the castle from the north-east and the Carluke-Lanark road, 

passing near a substantial farmstead. 

Illus 4:  Forrest's (1816) The County of Lanark from Actual Survey. 
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Forrest's map shows that, by 1816, a very different designed landscape had been created.  Open, naturalistic 

parkland with curvilinear approaches have replaced the former geometric layout with its straight central 

avenue.  A new mansion house stands in the approximate location of the old tower house and a new walled 

garden has been created well away from it, near the river.  A 'Tomb' is shown on Haugh Hill.  Woodland 

covers the slopes north of the house, and shelter belts have been planted to enclose agricultural fields north 

of the Carluke-Lanark road. 

Illus 5:  Ordnance Survey 25-inch (1st edition), Lanark Sheet XVIII.16 (Carluke).  Surveyed 1859, published 1864 
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The first edition Ordnance Survey map is the first to show the property in great detail.  It demonstrates that 

the designed landscape developed further by 1859, with the newly built Mauldslie Bridge and a curvilinear 

driveway creating an impressive approach to the house from the Glasgow-Lanark road.  Three lodges have 

been built along the two main approaches from the Carluke-Lanark road, with another (Marna Lodge) on the 

left bank of the River Clyde beside the old ford.  Formal, terraced pleasure gardens and a bowling green form 

the setting for the house.  The walled garden is subdivided and contains glasshouses, a heated wall and 

gardener's accommodation.  A large courtyard stables range and kennels have been built, along with 

reservoirs to manage water supply, and a formal burial ground has been established on Haugh Hill.  Parkland 

now extends farther to the east of the house and also across the river, and Rosebank village is well 

established.  Policy woodland has matured, orchards have been planted and pleasure walks lead through the 

woods close to the house and around Haugh Hill.  A gasworks has been built, and Mauldslie Mains is now a 

substantial courtyard farmstead.  North of the Carluke-Lanark road, a former smithy appears now to be a 

smallholding.  It is worth noting that some of these developments may have taken place before Forrest's 

(1816) survey, but his map is not detailed enough to show them. 

Illus 6:  Ordnance Survey 25-inch (2nd edition), Lanarkshire 018.16.  Surveyed 1896, published 1898. 
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The second edition Ordnance Survey map shows some changes to the designed landscape in the preceding 37 

years.  A new lodge now stands at the entrance beside Mauldslie Bridge and another at the entrance to the 

North-east Drive.  Some additional planting is visible in the parkland and pleasure gardens.  Pleasure walks 

have been rerouted and extended, including the now much longer walk along the riverside.  A former service 

courtyard at the east end of the mansion house has been roofed or replaced with a new wing, and small 

additions have been made to the stables, walled garden and Mauldslie Mains.  New kennels and a 

gamekeeper's cottage have been built close to the Carluke-Glasgow road, linked directly to the stables by a 

pre-existing driveway.  A second gasometer has been added, and Law Colliery now operates north of the 

Carluke-Glasgow road. 

Illus 7:  Ordnance Survey 25-inch (3rd edition), Lanarkshire XVIII.SE.  Revised 1910, published 1912. 
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The third revision of the Ordnance Survey shows minor changes to planting and paths across the estate in the 

previous 14 years, particularly to trees along the South-west Drive and around the mansion house.  The burial 

ground on Haugh Hill has been extended with an additional enclosure.  The stable range and Mauldslie Mains 

have been slightly extended.  Some orchards have disappeared or appear less intensively used, and Law 

Colliery has contracted. 

Illus 8:  Ordnance Survey six-inch (4th edition), Lanarkshire XVIII.SE. Revised 1939-40, published 1946. 
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The fourth revision to the Ordnance Survey records significant changes by 1940.  The mansion house has 

been demolished, although much of its planted and terraced setting remains.  The walled garden now 

operates as 'Mauldslie Castle Nurseries', apparently a commercial enterprise.  Across areas of parkland, 

planting is generally depleted and several areas of woodland have been cleared.  A sewage treatment works 

operated by Lanarkshire County Council has been built in former parkland south of the house.  The gasworks 

has been converted to 'Mauldslie Dairy', and Mauldslie Mains is still in operation. 

 

4.2 Aerial photographs 

Two aerial photographs illustrate significant changes to the designed landscape at Mauldslie in the later 

20th century.  One was taken in 1946 (106G/Scot/UK/0077) and the other in 1971 (MER/111/71) 

(www.ncap.org.uk).   

By 1946, the policy woodlands have been greatly reduced in comparison with the Ordnance Survey 

revision six years earlier, particularly to the north of the former mansion house.  Shelter belts are also 

depleted.  Mature trees survive around the site of the demolished house, in clusters along driveways, in 

the policy parkland and on Haugh Hill.  The stables appear to be in poor condition, but the walled garden 

is under active management and contains several buildings and glasshouses, with a new orchard to the 

south.  An area between this and the river appears to be under cultivation or actively managed, but the 

former orchard immediately east of the garden again appears neglected. 




































































