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the vibrancy of the Tai O community.

The Establishment of Tai 0 Heritage Hotel
Helps Boost the Local Economy

The Old Tai O Police Station is enjoying a new lease of life through its revitalisation into the Tai O
Heritage Hotel. Since its opening in February, the hotel has received more than 92,000 visitors both
locally and overseas.

To continue celebrating Tai O as a visitor destination, and fostering a sense of unity and community
involvement, a roving exhibition “I Love Tai O — Colours of Tai O”: A Madame Hung Wai-lan’s
Memorabilia Collection was organised by the hotel management.

Held from 19 July to 31 August 2012, the six-week exhibition presented a rare collection of 60
black and white photos, a montage capturing the customs and cultures of the fishing village, taken
by Madame Hung Wai-lan since her teenage years in the 1950s.

“The photo exhibition is just the beginning of our community involvement project”, said Ms Iris
Wong, Project Committee - Community Affairs Development & Marketing, Hong Kong Heritage
Conservation Foundation Limited. “Our mission is to revitalise and maintain heritage buildings,
as well as to promote the conservation and appreciation of heritage and historic places and their
importance in the life of the community. It is a sustained effort to support the local economy and

tourism”.

The photos were displayed along a trail through more than 20 participating shops, cafes, stalls,
schools and boats located in the small alleys and along the waterways in the fishing village. On
1 and 18 August, Madame
Hung personally led the tour
to share her experiences and
memories, captured in each
photograph.

Madame Hung said, "l grew
up here, and have witnessed
the evolution of this small
| am proud to be
part of the community and
delighted to participate and
make a personal contribution
to this campaign. | hope
people will be inspired to find
out more about Tai O. Since
the opening of the hotel,
there are many more tourists

island.
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Participants on the Tai O Heritage Hotel guided tour experience
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Visitors buy souvenirs at a local shrimp
paste shop
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Madame Hung Wai-lan, Tai O pioneer folk photographer
and her collection.

visiting. It really
has revitalised the
community. Also, | see
young  generations
who moved out of
the island for work
or study are coming
back more often
nowadays. For myself,
| also come back to
relax and reminisce
 on old times, from
time to time.”

A local shop owner
said, “Business has grown since the opening of the hotel, especially
on weekends and public holidays. | am happy when the tourists
appreciate our local food. The campaign launched by the Tai O
Heritage Hotel is tremendous. It reminds me of those days when |
was young. The atmosphere was totally different. It was very quiet

and we knew everyone everywhere. Now, there are many tourists
and energy. | like both.”

Volunteer Ms  Hui
said, “Through this
volunteer programme,
| have learnt a lot
more about Tai O — the
history, the people and
how it connects with
heritage
Kong. |

the overall
of Hong

have enjoyed sharing
what | have learnt to

REAKXRERHBERS

Visitors enjoy talking with local residents

tourists, both local and
foreigners.”

Volunteer Ms Lau said, “I am more aware of the development of
heritage buildings in Hong Kong after becoming a volunteer for
the Tai O Heritage Hotel. The volunteer programme has increased
my interaction with the community and the shop owners in
particular.”

The Tai O Heritage Hotel was a revitalisation project under Batch | of
the Development Bureau’s Revitalising Historic Buildings Through
Partnership Scheme. The Tai O Heritage Hotel is now operated by
The Hong Kong Heritage Conservation Foundation Limited.

Please visit Tai O Heritage Hotel's website for this event:
http://www.taioheritagehotel.com or call 2985 8383.
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Access ramp compatible
with the architecture of the
building, added at London
Mission Building, Mid-levels
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A new annex building
added to provide facilities
for the disabled at the
Pawn, Wan Chai

projects, both in Asia and from around the world, including projects studied in the UK, USA, Canada,
Australia, China, Singapore, Japan and Germany.

HFMEHTETET SENARMBERMAEREEBRAERZE R ES BAEPHEREE
FEOAMBEE BRAIER RABNBINNEZRERE -

HTFMBEEFEREFAEM/ BERAXNEENEREEZERIREEBRBEORE Tt BE
ATEATFMAERENAEHSE AREEXVEERENATRERHBREELRERGERESE
HER-.

ihERT THREANBRNER THERESTRMNAGEMBRTGE - FMIBH THEAERANREE
BIMEZET A BUIEGXYRENER THARANEELERFEKT -

FRAEEFLVEMNRERZMEZZIRENGF EFEERE - ZE MEKX BN B
ik BAMEEAYIRR °

ERFMIEMTEBMREE URASEERME REXYEENEENNEFARENEERS
BT A2 EE TI2E B AR S8  TA260 8B AT  SOMRE A + A5 36012 6t B m{E
2.

NAVREVE B S5H LT & http://www.bd.gov.hk/english/documents/quideline/heritage.pdf » B¢ 5 E fth
T BEHRNERFEXNEE/NE(ESE 2626 1354/ 2626 1576) ©

Practice Guidebook Offers Invaluable Advice on
Adaptive Re-use, Alteration and Addition Works on
Heritage Buildings in Hong Kong

A new Practice Guidebook, providing important design guidelines on compliance with the building safety and
health requirements when adapting heritage building for new uses, has just been published.

The new ‘full” edition, ‘Practice Guidebook for Adaptive Re-use of and Alteration and Addition works to Heritage
Buildings 2012, was developed by the Hong Kong Government’s Buildings Department in consultation with the
Antiquities and Monuments Office of the Leisure and Cultural Services Department, the Fire Services Department
and the Architectural Services Department.

It follows the publication of an interim edition in 2009, and features revisions, including recommendations from
an earlier Consultancy Study on the Building Design Guidelines for Adaptive Re-use of Heritage Buildings, which
studied the rationale of the relevant building laws and requirements as well as successful adaptive reuse projects
both in Hong Kong and around the world.

“The core focus of the Practice Guidebook is to advise, in a user friendly way,
on the building safety and health requirements under the Buildings Ordinance
and its allied regulations for people undertaking heritage building projects,”
explained Clarice Yu, Chief Building Surveyor / Hong Kong East and Heritage,
who, along with her dedicated team has been responsible for compiling the
new edition.

Fratice Ceubde besds
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10 Heritage Buildings 20012

“Understanding the rationale behind the law allows for a much fuller range of
options and solutions to be considered,” she said. “The Practice Guidebook
has provided a range of straightforward and practical solutions and suggested
approaches that could meet the needs of heritage conservation, without
compromising the current building safety and health standards.”

The Practice Guidebook draws important references from adaptive-reuse

R

This essential guide provides important guidance to resolve many of the common problems faced in ensuring BEFER S E#FR 2 (2012
heritage building conservation and adaption complies with current building safety and health requirements. It %EEE?’EE‘J At BRMME R
will be of particular value to architects, engineers, surveyors, heritage conservationists and designers engaged i Ti2E A F /)

in these types of projects.

To obtain a copy
http://Awww.bd.gov.hk/english/documents/guideline/heritage.pdf, or for further enquiries contact the
Heritage Unit of the Buildings Department: Tel — 2626 1354 /2626 1576.

The Hong Kong Government’s
Buildings Department published
of  the Practice Guidebook, please download from the “Practice Guidebook
for Adaptive Re-use of and
Alteration and Addition Works
to Heritage Buildings 2012"
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The new library area on 1/F will feature exhibits on
Hong Kong legal history
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Ex-LegCo Building Regains Power
of Justice Through Restoration

Standing in solemnity on Jackson Road, Central, the
former Legislative Council (LegCo) building will be
home to the new Court of Final Appeal (CFA). Originally
the Supreme Court from 1912 to 1978, the building
began its journey back as a place of justice, when LegCo
was relocated to its new home in the Tamar complex in
October 2011.

Famous for its pediment surmounted by a blindfolded
statue of the Greek goddess Themis, the building
is one of Hong Kong's most representative British
colonial landmarks. It is admired for its prominent neo-
classical architectural design fused with Far Eastern
characteristics, leading to its interior as a Grade 1
historic building in 1980 and its exterior as a monument
in 1984.

In order to facilitate the conversion of the building
back to a court building, the Architectural Services
Department (ArchSD), conducted a thorough survey.
Many distinctive features of the original Supreme Court
period were uncovered, including exquisite wall and
ceiling mouldings, traces of fireplaces surrounded by
ceramic floor tiles and a ‘Bridge of Sighs’, covered up
during the LegCo occupancy. The Bridge, a new internal
staircase connecting the former prisoners’ receiving
room and cells (the future library) with the former
courtrooms, will be open to the public for the future
guided tours.

The ArchSD project team recalled that one of the
challenges they came across in identifying the
architectural features was the insufficient record photos
available about the original internal environment of the
former Supreme Court. The height and structure of the
dome also posed a challenge for the survey examination.

Kit Lau from the Antiquities and Monuments Office
attributed the refined old drawings produced
in 1899 by Aston Webb and E. Ingress Bell,
a renowned architectural firm in 19th and
20th century, as the most enlightening clue
for the restoration work.

Besides the Bridge of Sighs, other key
features of interest include an exhibition
gallery adapted from the former library
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Wall mouldings hidden
above false ceiling will
be exposed for public
appreciation
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The interior of the dome
of the former Legco
building

during the building’s Supreme Court period
(later ante-chamber for legislators), and a
new heritage interpretation gallery in the
basement which features rich architectural
characteristics that are quite distinct from
other floors.

BESE SEHPARARE

The basement will be converted into
a heritage interpretation gallery to
display its architectural characteristics.
For example, the structural arches and
stone wall

The Court of Final Appeal is currently located in the Former French Mission Building
in Central. The limited usable space in the building does not allow for the court’s
further expansion. The vacancy of the ex-LegCo building, with its historically rich
judicial background provided an ideal opportunity to relocate the CFA.
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Photo competition raises public awareness
of re-adaptive use of Lui Seng Chun

With an aim to enhance public awareness of the importance of heritage conservation and
understanding of the history of Lui Seng Chun in the context of Shum Shui Po community,
the Hong Kong Baptist University School of Chinese Medicine hosted a Lui Seng Chun photo
competition from March to May this year.

4is An award presentation ceremony was held on
8 August in Lam Woo International Conference
Centre, Baptist University, to reveal the winning
entries. Guests officiating at the ceremony
included Ms. Alice Pang, Chief Assistant Secretary
(Works) of the Commissioner for Heritage’s Office,
who was also a member of the judging panel.

More than 150 outstanding entries were
submitted for the competition. Awards were
presented to the winner, first runner-up and
second runner-up, with 30 other contestants also
recognised with merit prizes. The winning entries
all portray the relationship between the heritage
building and the community of the district.
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Award presentation ceremony of the Lui
Seng Chun photo competition, with guests
(representatives from Commissioner for
Heritage's Office and from the Hong Kong
Baptist University) and prize winners

The work of the Champion Miss Lee, focuses on
the Lui Seng Chun building in the company of the
elderly resting in a park nearby, to symbolise the connection between the heritage and people.
“Shum Shui Po is a district rich of history. Maintaining the Lui Seng Chun building not only
contributes to the sustainable development of the district, but it also maintains its historical
value,” she explained.

First runner-up Mr. Tse stood out from the contestants by capturing not the building, but the
logo of Lui Seng Chun’s famous bonesetting medicine together with the reflection of passer-by
walking in the building’s direction, as if she was coming for treatment. He is very supportive of
the government’s Revitalisation Scheme. “I am glad that the building’s medical background is
maintained after the revitalisation,” he said. “I look forward to an opportunity to visit the inside
of the building.”

Entering the competition has made second runner-up Mr. Chow, whose entry is a high-angle shot
of the building and the vicinity, more aware of the heritage in Hong Kong. “I always knew of the
existence of Lui Seng Chun, but | had never really taken a close look at it,” he said. “I realised
that we really should pay attention to the heritage sites around us for they are invaluable to the
community.”

DEEM
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First runner-up:
B ‘Lui Seng Chun:
Past and Present’
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1 Champion:
‘Elderly Under the
Shade of a Tree’

ZEER

CB/hREXER)
Second runner-up:
‘A Small Ambition’

A property of a Lui family, the 80-year-old Lui Seng Chun used to be a combination
of the family's residence and a bone-setting medicine shop. In April, the
Revitalisation Scheme brought this old building back to life by turning it into the
Hong Kong Baptist University Chinese Medicine and Healthcare Centre.

A roving exhibition showcasing the awarded entries, along with the precious photo
collection of Lui Seng Chun pre-revitalisation taken by renowned photographer
Mr. Alex Ng, was held from August to early September, for public appreciation of
its past and present.

Please visit Lui Seng Chun’s website for this event:

http://scm.hkbu.edu.hk/Iscphotocontest/ or call 3411 0628 / 3411 0638.
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King Yin Lei opens its doors to online visitors
with virtual 30 web site

A new virtual web site allows online visitors to explore the architectural delights of
King Yin Lei. The iconic building situated on Stubbs Road, Mid-Levels is a rare example
of Chinese Renaissance style construction in Hong Kong.

A spokesman for the Commissioner for Heritage's Office said, “The launch of the

web site will improve the public’s understanding of King Yin Lei by introducing its
architectural features, heritage values and
restoration process through the launching of this
virtual platform.”

The web site, launched by the Antiquities and
Monuments Office of the Leisure and Cultural
Services Department in April, offers a series of
virtual tours that allow visitors to take a closer
look at the unique features of this distinctive
historic building.

Three different tours, with high-resolution visuals that make for vivid visiting
experiences, are available for viewers to admire the traditional Chinese roofing
designs, appreciate the Eastern and Western architectural elements, as well as revisit
the two-year restoration process of this unique declared monument.

Built in 1937 and declared a monument in 2008, King Yin Lei is representative of the
first group of luxurious houses that reflected the rising status and growing wealth of
the Chinese community in early 20th century Hong Kong. It also represents an earlier
phase of Hong Kong history when the upper-class residential area first took shape in
the Mid-Levels area.

Begin your virtual tour at: http://vrs.lcsd.gov.hk/vrs.
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Seminar provided insights into the challenges
and rewards of heritage revitalisation

A seminar titled '"Hong Kong Heritage’ was held on 18 September at the Hong Kong
Productivity Council Building.

More than 180 licensed estate agents and salespersons attended the event to learn
about the policy, legislation and administrative framework involved in heritage
conservation, together with details of the government’s funding and resource support
for heritage revitalisation and successful examples of the adaptive re-use of heritage
buildings in Hong Kong.

The seminar, organised by the Estate Agents
Authority, was presented by Raymond
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We welcaome
your comments

ZEBXMIEREEEIRER Commissioner for Heritage’s Office, Development Bureau
BEERBRRE2MB B AR1918
19/F, West Wing, Central Government Offices, 2 Tim Mei Avenue, Tamar, Hong Kong
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