SHIRE OF

STANTHORPE SHIRE COUNCIL

O 61 Marsh Street Telephone: 07 4681 5500
@) ; PO Box 402 Facsimile: 07 4681 5540
STANTHORPE STANTHORPE QLD 4380
Your Reference If telephoning or calling, please ask for:
SWC:MC 208 (5468) S W Courtney

Our Reference

19 October 1999

Ms ] King
1 Serissa Street
BELLBOWRIE QLD 4070

Dear Ms King
Jibbenbar Arsenic Mine

I refer to your letter of 30 September 1999 seeking information on the Jibbenbar
Arsenic Mine.

Enclosed are copies of pages from the historical book “They Came to a Plateau” by
Jean Harslett and Mervyn Royle, which is a reliable history of the Stanthorpe Shire.

This is the only printed information of which T am aware, relating to the Arsenic
Mine. The Queensland Mines Department may be a further source of information.

Yours faithfully

A

S W Courtney
Acting Chief Executive Officer

enc

Address all communications to the Chief Executive Officer



mental in their introduction. Chief spokesman for the miners was Ned
Shelford (later Shire Clerk). With others he suggested, they muster a full
force and drive the Chinese out with pickhandles or throw them down the
Quart Pot. Ransome was burnt in effigy and he arranged for police reinforce-
ments from Brisbane. One man was accused of employing 100 Chinese
miners. It is reassuring to note that the evening was a failure, the majority
objecting tc violence. In jest, a lane was called Ran Sum Alley, a pun on
Ransome’s 1ame. Gentlemen like, Way Hop, Ah Chue, Way Key, Joe Hoe,
Kwong Nar. Tais, Kia Kee and Fook Sang Lang (Paragon Store) opened
business hcuses in Stanthorpe’s main street and were respected citizens.
When Sum Kum Sang died he was described by the editor of the Border Post
as, “a most intelligent and respected gentleman whose loss will be widely
felt.”

In a bold bid to assist in eradicating prickly pear, the State Government
heavily subsidised the cost of arsenical poisons to graziers. In January 1918
The State Arsenic Mine at Jibbenbar, with a capital of £42,996 was establish-
ed. The enterprise started when there was a world shortage of grey arsenic
and it was a scarce and high priced commodity. All arsenic pentoxide, at the
time, was imported. Large treatment works were erected at Wallangarra but by
December 1925, trading resulted in a loss of £17,753. They were still
endeavouring to sell out in 1930 with an estimated loss of £ 40,000.

Claims are made of the population reaching 30,000 in the mining days.
This certainly did not occur at one time. A fascinating cross section of
people did come and go as fortune dictated. No flight of fancy is necessary
to believe that 30,000 souls were caught in the web of fancy and dreams of
fortunes won, and “Black Gold” as it was often ‘“‘dubbed” — played an
important role in Stanthorpe’s and the States history.

*

X

Interior of a local Joss House at Chinatown, Liston.
Photo loaned by Mrs. Ted Bonner.

Black Gold

51




The Copper Shaft at Sun-

down Mine in 1910.
Photo loaned S. Lee and
Co.

The Jibbenbar State Arsenic
Mine was established in 1918
to produce pentoxide to
control prickly pear.
Photo  courtesy of
Queensland Mines
Department.

Sundown Tin and Copper
Mine in full swing of pro-
duction.
Photo loaned by Mr.
Bamberry.
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Stanthorpe and District Historical Society Inc.
PO Box 327, Stanthorpe, Q., 4380 '

Museum: (07) 46811711

President: Neville Jones (07) 46835391
Secretary: Jean Harslett B.E.M. (07) 46833185
Treasurer: Neil Sullivan O.A.M. (07) 46812190

Jeanette King
1.Serissa St.
Bellbowrie 4070.
Dear Mrs.King,

To answer some of your questions,you asked was Jibbinbar
on Pikedale,Glenlyon or Ballandean stations ?. Jibbinbar would
I think have been on Glenlyon(since greatly reduced in size
by numerous sub-divisions).Its in the Parish of Jibbinbar.

However, arsenic was found on all those properties in small
quantities and only sufficiently rich to mine at Jibbinbar,
Sundown mine,and Beehive mines in the Ballandean area and down
near the Mole River.

The Jibbinbar Arsenic Mine was totally a State organized
mine.All buildings,housing etc. belonged to the Government.
(note in enclosure the teacher even though appointed from a
Government Dept.was not allowed to use the facilities provided).

The arsenic occured as mispickel or arsenopyrites ,silvery
and metalic in appearance and ofcourse in that form harmless.
The mine was purely established by the Queensland Government
as a State Mine to obtain arsenic to turn into poison in the
form of Pentoxide to try and fight the terrible scurge of
Prickly Pear distroying so much QLD.& N.S.W.countryside.

It was establised in 1920 and closed in the mid 1920's.
When Dodd introduced Cactoblastis cactorum a moth from South
America,the caterpillar of which ate and destroyed the Prickly
Pear. So successful was it that no longer was arsenic required.
The insect control is still regarded as one of the world's
greatest biological stories of success.

The lodes at Jibbinbar were in places up to 12 feet wide,and
those of 2 foot width were considered commerical,thus they were
on a good thing. The battery crushed the ore to a size which
would pass through an eighth of an inch screen.

An "Edward"furnace was used at Jibbinbar ("Merton Furnaceat
Sundown). To produce the white powder (arsenious oxide form,
then poisonous) It passed through reverberatory furnaces at
temperatures up to 1,300 Fahr. where it was distilledand
collected on the flues or tubes,then scraped off. There was
a Robert's Processing Plant for making the Pentoxide right on
the QLD - N.S.W. border at Jennings and Wallangarra.



I have enclosed 3 typed sheets,the school and some of the
lifestyle,also photocopies of photographs of Jibbinbar in its
height of production. The area where people lived and site
of the school was a very limited flat area just before you get
to the mine.There used to be an old wooden gate there,maybe
burnt or rotted away now. However, it was a small area with
scattered stumps where dwellings had been when I first looked
at the area in detail. I would wonder where 200 to 300 people
would fit. Perhapes as people ¢ame and went over the 5 odd years
it may have added up to that. I would be very pleased to hear
more about the population and perhapes where the quote came
from- please if you can help.I'm always keen to be as correct
as possible. It was established as a State Mine, closed to most
accept those they employed or needed.There was a little copper
pyrities there,but not in commerical quantities in its own right.

. Yours Sz cerely
ot H

Hon. Secretary.



JIBBENBAH SCHOOL NO. 1769, By. BETH FINLAY,

This school opened to educate the children of the @iners and
others connected with.the State run Jibbinbar Arsenic Mine. The
spelling difference -Jibbenbah -~ is how the Education Department
spelt it,and everything pertaining to the school has thi§~spelling.A
The arsenic from the mine,made into pentoxide, .was:used in the con-
-trol of prickly pear, before the introduction of the Cactoblastis
MOthihe school reserve was a little apart from the mihe,on the main
track to Stanthorpe.The school,was opened in a neat 1little wooden
building in June 1922,with Mr.Peter Lettice as Headteacher.The
pupils on the first day of school were Cecil and Marion Clegg,

Thelma, Norma and Gladys Schneider, Richard and William Trembathj
Margaret and Stephen Sullivan. The teacher Mr.lettice,must have
wondered what sort of-place he had come to. The mine site is

rather forbidding even today, surrounded by mountains and rough :
scrubby country and in those days a horror stretch of road Fo get there
On arrival Mr.Lettice found there was no accommodation for him and
no-one connected with the mine was allowed to board him due ta mine
regulations. He had to sleep either on the’'school room floor or the: -
mine office floor. Repeated pleas to the Education Department event-
-ually yielded a framed tent. Mr.Lettice was most unhappy with this

and demanded of the Department that he-be allowed to engage the mine
carpenter to build a small room with solid flooring and walls,
Something, he Informed the Department, " to keep out the' snakes,
spiders and other unmentionable beasties that abound here ", He did
compromise and agreed to use the siupplied tent as a roof for his

room. Mr. Lettice was guite popular with the boys of the school and :i-
often took them fishing. There were also children attending the school.
from neighbouring properties, one of these being Jack Mc.Kerin,who had
a blke with a small motor on it, but he had to help by pedalling as
well,when riding up hiills. Another family rode goats to school.

Some other names on the roll during-the school's history were John
Baillie,Bop Hopper and Dan and Don Houlihan. I believe their father
wasLes Houlihan who was mine boss. . ‘

The school appears to have only been open for two years. When the
mine closed down in 1924 the teacher,then Mr.Morrison wrote to the
Department advising that he only had a small fiumber of pupils left, ..
and the nunbers were dwindling daily. The State Store had closed thus:
there were no fresh supplies and he and another person were compelled
to dine almost exclusively on rabbitsywhich they were able and had to
trap themselves, He asked desperately of the Department;"What was.he
to do ?". The rabbit diet apparently continued until the Dept.replied
and told him to shut the sdhool. This was on 9th.June 1924; The mine
did open again for short periods,but the school does not appear to.
have ever re-opened, : : ’ S '

The tedchers at "Jibbenbah School™ had a pretty rough time from
all accounts. They 'did not always'see¢ eye to eye' with the miners
especlally if they had cause to discipline a miner's child,being
quite often told "to come out and fight like.a man". The school
teacher was no match for the burly miners, a fact the teacher knew
only too well. e - .

The unmarried miner's and other associated workersstayed -at a ..
boarding house fondly called,"The Ranch",run by a Mrs.Rutledge. A
State Store was run for the convenience of the community.Mr.Archer
was in chdrge of the store,and the supplies for the store came out
twice weekly from Stanthorpe..The mail was carried out by Mr.Jim Ryan
who then went on to Texas,There was a tennis coutt near "The Ranch"
and a little apart from the Settlement,the men cleared land enough
to make_a football field. S



Mr. Hanson's job at the mine was to draw wood for the furnaces. He
carted the wood with a draw pulled by three horses.His work day com-
-menced at 4am. and finished around 9.30 at night,and for this long
dayhe recelved 30/- a week and keep. . - e .

The miners were paid ‘more money but it was hard and dangerous
working in the mines,and the men who cleaned the arsenic off the
walls of the flues,after it was extracted,suffered badly as arsenic
has a corrosive effect on the skin,and as the arsenic is then in a
powder form,it was also easily inhaled and was very damaging to the
lungs= _

Mr. Hanson said he always put a nose bag on the horse
protect them from:the arsenic powder, & ¢ $ he used,to

Even in those Qays}unions‘were'partiqf-the miners life and all

trouble, ‘and ‘also “the advent of the Cactoblastis Moth were

responsible for the closing down of -thé mine,The mine wag agzsg{g;lly
closed in'mid-operation;f as 1t were -~ and quite a lot of arsenic was
left there in-lérgevwaQen'caSks;‘The_shed'was burnt down some years
later and the caskS;Were"destroyed,bui'the arsenic remained and is

st111 tnereitbjth;s"dayjjuﬁt.lying around, Fire actually inereasecs the

When the mine 'closed and was dismantled Mr,Jim Mannrreméved the
bricks -and timber to Stanthorpe. A lot. of the bricks went into.the
construction -of the -old Jibbinbar Freezing Works and also into
%inn;stTransport Depot,part of which is.now Mr,Cec Manp's office

ock. ; I ‘ :



The enclosed article appeared in the Stannum Miner which is
the magazine of the Stanthorpe and District Historical Society
and over a year later a note came from Mr.Lettice the original
teacher at Jibbinbar to me as Editor of the magazine.

Here for your interest is his note,penned 63 years later and
I quote,

" Dear Lady,"

" By the top here you will gather that this is a Home for
aged persons. A good friend, middle aged, and a past student
of mine sent me a copy of your Stannum Miner,and some word of
the old mine at Jibbenbah. - :

I went there in June 1922,and had a fine couple of years
among some fine people - even the scolding of the Government
was part of the fun - and even the "ungodly", and I managed
to rub along in real friendship.

It was perhapes a good thing for the mine, its managment
and the staff that I spent so much time there so happily.

Some names I recall may prompt your queries,and give point to
my replies ( see back ) No, I am not really young ,but lucky.

Cheerily
P. Lettice.

On the back.

Jibbenbah..... 16 wire gates to open to get there.
Dempsey (Manager)

Glegg (Clerk)

Mr.& Mrs. Bubky ("Ranch" meals)

Tim Flynn (Carpenter)

Ted Kearney (Winding—-engine driver)

Jack Overgton (Miner & Shooter)

- Sullivan (Blacksmith)

Tom Rutledge (Surface Manager)

P.S.Much history is never printed,for instance when the whole
camp went down with a strange disease (diarrhoea and vomiting).
that we did not dare report !! but we lost none !!,

Bush fires.

Our talk of marching on Brisbane......Fun.

At all the events, they had music,games, Christmas trees, drawing
etc.and that did not stop at the children only,and also dances."

What a pleasure to receive a letter like this which tells
of a successful teacher who helped the little community along.
Mr.lettice was fondly remembered by the boys of the school for
taking them fishing .

The teacher who followed, did not fit in quite so well and
the school closed a couple of years later as did the State
subsidised Arsenic Mine. Its purpose over,which was to produce
cheap pentoxide poison to control the scurge of prickly pear.

Already a wonderful biological control exercise was taking
place by the introduction of Cactoblastis cactorum larvae
which were eating their way to the plant's destruction.
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