
STAI{THORPE SHIRB COUNCIL
61 Marsh Street
PO Box 402
STANTHORPE QLD 4380

Ms J King
1 Serissa Street
BELLBOWRIE QLD 4070

Dear Ms King

libbenbar Arsenic Mine

I refer to your letter of 30 September L999 seeking information on the Jibbenbar
Arsenic lviine.

Enclosed. are copies of pages from the historical book "They Came to a Plateas" by

Jean Harslett and Mervyn Royle, which is a reliable history of the Stanthorpe Shire.

This is the only printed information of which I am aware, relating to the Arsenic

Mine. The Queensland Mines Department may be a further source of information.

Yours faithfully

Telephone;07 4681 5500
Facsimile: 07 4681 5540

If telephoning or calling, please ask for:

S W Courtney
Your Reference

SWC:MC 208 (5468)
Our Reference

L9 October 1999

&
S W Courtney-
Acting Chief Executive Officer

enc

Address all communications to the Chief Executive Officer



t r tental  in their  introduct ion.  Chief  spokesman for the miners was Ned
Shelford (later Shire Clerk). With others he suggested, they muster a full
force artd drive the Chinese out with pickhandles or throw them down the
Quart Pot. Ransome was burnt in effigy and he arranged for police reinforce-
ments frorn Brisbane. One man was accused of employing 100 Chinese
miners. It is reassr-rring to note that the evening was a failure, the majority
objecting tc' violenoe. In jest, a lane was called Ran Sum Alley, a pun on
Ransome's tame. Gentlemen like, Way Hop, Ah Chue, Way Key, Joe Hoe,
Kwong Nar Tais, Kia Kee and Fook Sang Lang (Paragon Store) opened
business hcuses itr Stanthorpe's main street and were respected cit izens.
Whur Sttnt Kr"tm Sang died he was described by the editor of t l ie Border Post
as, "a mosl itrtcl l igent and respected gentleman whose loss wil l be widely
felt. "

In a bold bid to assist in eradicating prickly pear, the State Government
heavily subsidised the cost of arsenical poisons to graziers. In January l9l8
The State Arsenic Mine at Jibbenbar, with a capital of 842,996 was establish-
ed. The enterprise started when there was a world shortage of grey arsenic
and it was a scarce and high priced commodity. All arsenic pentoxide, at the
time, was imported. Large treatment works were erected at Wallangarrabut by
December 1925, trading resulted in a loss of t"17,753. They were sti l l
endeavouring to sell out in 1930 with an estimated loss of t 40,000.

Claims are made of the population reaching 30,000 in the mining days.
This certainly did not occur at one time. A fascinating cross section of
people did come and go as fortune dictated. No fl ight of fancy is necessary
to believe that 30,000 souls were caught in the web of fancy and dreams of
fortunes won, and "Black Gold" as it was often "dubbed" - played an
important role in Stanthorpe's and the States history.

Interior of a locul Joss House at Chinotown, Liston.
Photo louned by Mrs. Ted Bonner.

Black Gold 5I



The Jibbertbar State Arseric
Mirrc wos established in I9I B
to produce pentoxide t0
control prickly Pear.

Photo courtcsY <,tf
Queensland Mines
Department.

Sundown Tin and
Mine in full swing
duction.

Photo loaned
BamberrY.

Copper
of pro-

by Mr

The Copper Shaft at Sun-
down Mine in 1910.

Photo loaned S. Lee and
Co.
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stanthorpe and District Historical society Inc.
PO Box 327, Stanthorpe, Q.,4380

Museum: (07) 4681l7l I

President: Neville Jones (07) 46g35391
Secretary: Jean Harslen B.E.M. (07) 469331g5
Treasurer: Neil Sullivan O.A.M. (07) 46g12190

J e a n e t t e  K i n g
1  .  S e r i  s s a  S t .
B e l l b o w r i e  4 0 7 0 .
D e a r  M r s .  K i n g  '

T o  a n s w e r  s o m e  o f  y o u r  q u e s t i o n s ,  y o u  a s k e d  w a s  J i b b i n b a r

o n  P i k e d a l e , G l e n l y o n  o r  B a l l a n d e a n  s t a t i o n s  ? .  J i b b i n b a r  w o u l d

I  t h i n k  h a v e  b e e n  o n  G l e n l y o n ( s i n c e  S r e a t l y  r e d u c e d  i n  s i z e

b y  n u m e r o u s  s u b - d i v i s i o n s ) . I t s  i n  t h e  P a r i s h  o f  J i b b i n b a r .
H o w e v e r ,  a r s e n i c  w a s  f o u n d  o n  a l l  t h o s e  p r o p e r t i e s  i n  s m a 1 l

q u a n t i t i e s  a n d  o n l y  s u f f i c i e n t . l y  r i c h  t o  m i n e  a t  J i b b i n b a r ,

S u n d o w n  m i - n e , a n d  B e e h i v e  m i n e s  i n  t h e  B a l l a n d e a n  a r e a  a n d  d o w n

n e a r  t h e  M o l e  R i v e r .

T h e  J i b b i n b a r  A r s e n i c  M i n e  w a s  t o t a l l y  a  S t a t e  o r g a n i z e d
m i n e . A 1 1  b u i l d i n g s , h o u s i n g  e t c .  b e l o n g e d  t o  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t .
( n o L e  i n  e n c l o s u r e  t h e  t e a c h e r  e v e n  t h o u g h  a p p o i n t e d  f r o m  a

i o u u r n m e n t  D e p t . w a s  n o t  a l l o w e d  t o  u s e  t h e  f a c i l i t i e s  p r o v i d e d ) .

T h e  a r s e n i c  o c c u r e d  a s  m i s p i c k e l  o r  a r s e n o p y r i L e s  , s i l v e r y
a n d  m e t a l i c  i n  a p p e a r a n c e  a n d  o f c o u r s e  i n  t h a t  f o r m  h a r m l e s s .

T h e  m i n e  w a s  p u r e l y  e s t a b l i s h e d  b y  t h e  Q u e e n s l a n d  G o v e r n m e n t
a s  a  S t a t e  M i n e  t o  o b t a i n  a r s e n i c  t o  t u r n  i n t o  p o i s o n  i n  t h e

f o r m  o f  P e n t o x i d e  t o  t r y  a n d  f i g h t  t h e  t e r r i b l e  s c u r g e  o f

P r i c k l y  P e a r  d i s L r o y i n g  s o  m u c h  Q L D . &  N . S . W . c o u n t r y s i d e .
I t .  w a s  e s t a b l i s e d  i n  I 9 2 O  a n d  c l o s e d  i n  t h e  m i d  1 9 2 0 ' s .

W h e n  D o d d  i n t r o d u c e d  C a c t o b l a s t i s  c a c t o r u m  a  m o t h  f r o m  S o u t h

A m e r i c a , t h e  c a t e r p i l l a r  o f  w h i c h  a t e  a n d  d e s t r o y e d  t h e  P r i c k l y
p e a r .  S o  s u c c e s s f u l  w a s  i t  t h a t  n o  l o n g e r  w a s  a r s e n i c  r e q u i r e d .

T h e  i n s e c t  c o n t r o l  j - s  s t i 1 l  r e g a r d e d  a s  o n e  o f  t h e  w o r l d ' s
g r e a t e s t  b i o l o g i c a l  s t o r i e s  o f  s u c c e s s .

T h e  l o d e s  a t  J i b b i n b a r  w e r e  i n  p l a c e s  u p  t o  L 2  f e e t  w i d e , a n d

t h o s e  o f  2  f o o t  w i d t h  w e r e  c o n s i d e r e d  c o m m e r i c a l , t h u s  t h e y  w e r e

o n  a  g o o d  t h i n g .  T h e  b a t t e r y  c r u s h e d  t h e  o r e  t o  a  s i z e  w h i c h

w o u l d  p a s s  t h r o u g h  a n  e i g h t h  o f  a n  i n c h  s c r e e n .
A n  t t E d w a r d t t f  u r n a c e  w a s  u s e d  a t  J i b b i n b a r  (  t t M e r t o n  F u r n a c e a t

S u n d o w n ) .  T o  p r o d u c e  t h e  w h i t e  p o w d e r  ( a r s e n i o u s  o x i d e  f o r m ,

t h e n  p o i s o n o u s )  I t  p a s s e d  t h r o u g h  r e v e r b e r a t o r y  f u r n a c e s  a t

t e m p e r a L u r e s  u p  t o  1 , 3 0 0  F a h r .  w h e r e  i t  w a s  d i s t i l l e d a n d
c o l l e c t e d  o n  t h e  f l u e s  o r  t u b e s , t h e n  s c r a p e d  o f f .  T h e r e  w a s

a  R o b e r t r s  P r o c e s s i n g  P l a n t  f o r  m a k i n g  t h e  P e n t o x i d e  r i g h t  o n

t h e  g L D  -  N .  S . L / .  , b o r d e r  a t  J e n n i n g s  a n d  L r a l l a n g a r r a .



r  h a v e  e n c l o s e d  3  t y p e d  s h e e t s , t h e  s c h o o l  a n d  s o m e  o f  t h e
l i f e s t y l e , a l s o  p h o t o c o p i e s  o f  p h o t o g r a p h s  o f  J i b b i n b a r  i n  i t s
h e i g h t  o f  p r o d u c t i o n .  T h e  a r e a  r + h e r e  p e o p l e  l i v e d  a n d  s i L e
o f  t h e  s c h o o l  w a s  a  v e r y  l i m i t e d  f l a t  a r e a  j u s t  b e f o r e  y o u  g e t
t o  t h e  m i n e . T h e r e  u s e d  t o  b e  a n  o 1 d  w o o d e n  g a t e  t h e r e , m a y b e
b u r n t  o r  r o t t e d  a w a y  n o w .  H o w e v e r ,  i t  w a s  a  s m a 1 l  a r e a  w i t h
s c a t t e r e d  s L u m p s  w h e r e  d w e l l i n g s  h a d  b e e n  w h e n  f  f i r s t  l o o k e d
a t  t h e  a r e a  i n  d e t a i l .  r  w o u l d  w o n d e r  w h e r e  2 0 0  t o  3 0 0  p e o p l e
w o u l d  f i - t .  P e r h a p e s  a s  p e o p l e  q a m e  a n d  w e n t  o v e r  t h e  5  o d d  y e a r s
i t  m a y  h a v e  a d d e d  u p  t o  t h a t .  r  w o u l d  b e  v e r y  p l e a s e d  t o  h e a r
m o r e  a b o u t  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  a n d  p e r h a p e s  w h e r e  t h e  q u o t e  c a m e
f r o m -  p l e a s e  i f  y o u  c a n  h e l p . r t m  a l w a y s  k e e n  t o  b e  a s  c o r r e c t
a s  p o s s i b l e .  r t  w a s  e s t . a b l i s h e d  a s  4  S t a t e  M i n e ,  c l o s e d  t o  m o s t
a c c e p t  t h o s e  t h e y  e m p l o y e d  o r  n e e d e d . T h e r e  w a s  a  1 i t t 1 e  c o p p e r
p y r i t i e s  t h e r e , b u t  n o t  i n  c o m m e r i - c a 1  q u a n E i t i e s  i n  i t s  o w n  r i g h t

Y o u r s  S / | r c e r e l v  , l  /tla- 4{ a''-L fr-
/  

H o n .  S e c r e t a r l .



Thls school  opened to educate the,  chl ldren of  the mlners and
others connectea with tfre State run Jlbblnbar Arsenlc Mine. The
ip"ff ing dlfference -,yi 'bbenbah - 1s how the Educatlon Departmg?l
sbelt i lrand everything pertalnlng to the school has thl! spell lng.
The arsenlc from the nlnernade lnto pentoxld€i'"84s: used in the eon-
-trol of prlckly p.ear, before the lntroducllon of the Cactoblastls
Moth.

The school  reserve was a l i t t le apart  f rom the mineron the maln
track to Stanthorpe:The sehoollvas opened 1n a neat 11ttle wooden
tuifafne in June \gZZrdtE Mr.Pe'ter 

-I€tt1ce 
as Head.teabher.The

pup:- fs 6n the f l rst_day of  school  were Ceci l  and Marion C1e89r. .
tfr 'efma, Norma and Gla$V_s_Schnelderr.Ri-chard and Will lam Trembathl ,
Margaret and Stephen Sull ivarr. The teacher Mr.trpettlcermust.have
wondered. what soit of -place' he had come to. The nj-ne slte 1s
rather forbidding even todayr surrounded by mountalns and rough
scrubby country and 1n_those.guyt a horror stretch of  road to getthere
On arrival Mr.Lettice for:nd there was no acconmodatlon for hlm end
no-one conneeted wlth the nlne was allowed to board hlm due to mine
regqlat lorrsr  Fe had to s leep el ther.on the'school  roon f loor or the'
;1[9 offlce floor. Repeated.* p-leag to the Educatlon Departmert evgnt-
-ua1ly ylelded a fram-ed tent. Mr. Lettlce was nost wthappy wlth thls
and demanded of the Department that he be allowed to engage the mlne
carpenter to build a small rooa wlth solld floorlng and waIls.
somethlng, he lnformed the. Department,  r r  to keep out the'strakes,
splders and other unment lopable bgast ies that  abound here rr .  He.Afa
compromise and agreed to, ube the strpplied tent as a roof for hls
rootno Mr.  Let t iee was Qir i te popular w' l th the boys of  the school  and:, i '
often took them fishing. The.re we.re also children attendlng the school
f rom neighbour ing' .propert les,  one of  these being Jaek Mc,Ker lnrwho had
a b1ke. with.a sma1l motor on itr b\rt he had to help by pedall lng as
wel l rwhen r id ing up hi l ls .  Another fami ly rode goats to school . -
Sone other narnes on the rol" l  dur lng-the schoci l ts hlstory were John
Balll ierBob Hopper and Dan and Don Hou]-lhan. I belleve thelr father
wasles Houllhan who waS mine boss..

The school appears t.o have only been opgn f.or two years. When the
mlne elosed dor*n ln 192+ the teaqherr then-Mr.Morr lson- wrote to the
Department advlslng t[u! he only h-ad'a smal], i iumber of puplls l-eft, :^l
and the nurdbers were dwlndllng dally. The State Sfore h-ad- closed thus
there were no.fresh suppl les and he and t inother person were compel led
to dlne almost exclusively oR-rabbi-tsrwhlch*.t!-ey-were able and irad to
l""p themsel-ves" He asked desperately-of  the Depaitnehtrrrpp*. t . .was..J1e. _-- .
to do ?rr"  The rabbi t  d let  apparent ly cont lnued Lntrr  tne Dent.reDl ied-.
and told hlm'to shut the s i thool .  Thls was on gth.June 1924i-The mtne
dld open again for  short  per lodslbut the school  d.oes not appear to
have ever re-opened..

The ted,chers at 'Ulbbenbah Schooltt had a pretty rough tlme from
al l  accounts.  T. .hey dld not alwaysrsee eye to eyef 

-wl th- the 
r t r""r-

espec la l l y  r f  !b "y .had eause. to  d isc ip l lne  a  n lner rs  ch l ld rbe lng
qulte often told rrto come out and flght I lke. a manrr. The school"
teaeher was no mateh for the burly miners, g fact the teaeher lorew
only too weII .

The unmarr led mlnerts and other assoelated 
-wor i iers 'stayed. 

,at  ra .
boardlng house fondly cal ledrrrThe Ranchrtrr l l r  by a Mrs.Rut iedge. A
State Store was run for the convenlenee of the- comuurlty.Mr.Ercher
yap 1n chd.rge of the stor'erand_the suppUes f.or the stoi.e cane opi
ty1"9.  weekly f ron Stanthorpg..ThB mal i -was carr led out by Mr.J lm'ny*
who then went on to Texas,fher6 was a tennls icouft  near iThe'Ranchi l
and a l ltt le ?PaI! from the Settlementrthe men cleared ]and enough
to make--a football fdeld.



Mr. llarrsontq Job at the mlne was to draw wood for the furnaces. Hecarted the wood with a draw,pul led-by lhree horr"r.Hrr w^ork day eom--menced at l+am, and finished ."""u"a-9. jo .t, 4.lghtrand.fo-r thls 1o4gdayhg- recelved 3O/- a r^teek and keep. '--
The mlners were parg Pgre.money but l-t was hard ald dangerousworl<lng -in the-ninesrand the riren wiro ciean"a-tnu-"islntc 

-oii 
th;.wal ls of the,f luesrafter l t  was bxtractaarsurrer"o-u.arv as arsenlc . , .

has a corroslve effect on the skihr*a-as'thie ars"ni" ls then 1n a
p:J]:: form,it was also easlIy rnrriteo ana was ";;t-a"nieing-to-t["
IUngs; :

ili;rlH"3f,d?ii"l?rf;t*i{i.fi}: ioli;i.*r 
on the horses he used,to

Flven 1n.those days unlonsrii"i"-part of .!h-e mlners r-1fe and a'rvtro worked 1n'the qrn; naa-to.rrii""""i"ion-trct"I-Lra 1t seems unlontrouble I and arso'the aaveni-or-if,"*cliiopl.;li;-M;dt lrere eventualryresponslbre for the.,c_rostug aown-;i i[;'n$e.f[6 iiirr5 """ aetuallvclosed 1n .no1d-op,eratfon.I i".-i['-*ii""i**a.qui.t-; i-i"t of arsenlc.wasleft there in l_irge,twooden catks.-irr" sired.d;.bdni-oo* sone ,yearslater and the casfs were'4";t;;;"olirot"ih; 
#;e;ii"i"r"rned and 1s :st1rl there .:_!.!+i a;i,l i,et ryine'ii i*a. Fi;; ';Itoi11v lncreases thestrength of arsenic anh'iaha gffii!.illri;; """a fii.rJ*rort stock whlchhave drrr'k from the cree[s 'ang 

durireJ arouno irr"-rin" as the arsenichas fodnd -1ts r+ay into the water, .courses.when the nnin6'cr-osed. "no rii qifr*ti"g, Mr.Jl, Man'removed thebrlcks .and tlmber: to st"rrinoTpg. a i"f-"r t6" L;i;fs.^went lnto .theaonstructlon.of the :old Jlbbiib;r'i{i"ri"s workg and also lnto
ilffi;:_rransport oepotfpi;;-;i;h1;;:;;;B*"nilc"; ilil, s orrlce

The. ghostly rbmains'of the i l lbbinbar. State Arsenlc Mlne ar.estlrr there to r6m1nd u.-oi * """:I;;; hlstory but r_itt le remaj_ns
33":!""ffff 

rement rna notr,ing or- rn"' ,Jt"ol, the slre havlns been



T h e  e n c l o s e d  a r t i c l e  a p p e a r e d  i n  t h e  S t a n n u m  M i n e r  w h i c h  i s

t h e  m a g a z i n e  o f  t h e  S t a n t h o r p e  a n d  D i s t r i c t  H i s t o r i c a l -  S o c i e t y

a n d  o v e r  a  y e a r  l a t e r  a  n o t e  c a n e  f r o m  M r . L e t t i c e  t h e  o r i g i n a l

t e a c h e r  a t  J i b b i n b a r  t o  m e  a s  E d i t o r  o f  t h e  n a g a z i n e .

H e r e  f o r  y o u r  i n t e r e s t  i s  h i s  n o t e ' p e n n e d  6 3  y e a r s  l a t e r  a n d

I  q u o t e  '
"  D e a r  L a d y ,  t t

"  B y  t h e  t o p  h e r e  y o u  w i l l  g a t h e r  t h a t  t h i s  i s  a  H o n e  f o r

a g e d  p e r s o n s .  A  g o o d  f r i e n d ,  m i d d l e  a g e d ,  a n d  a  p a s t  s t u d e n t

o f  m i n e  s e n t  m e  a  c o p y  o f  y o u r  S t a n n u m  M i n e r , a n d  s o n e  w o r d  o f

t h e  o l d  m i n e  a t  J i b b e n b a h .
I  w e n t  t h e r e  i n  J u n e  1 9 2 2 , a n d ,  h a d  a  f i n e  c o u p l e  o f  y e a r s

a m o n g  s o m e  f i n e  p e o p l e  e v e n  t h e  s c o l d i n g  o f  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t

w a s  p a r t  o f  t h e  f  u n  a n d  e v e n  t h e  t t u n g o d l y t t ,  a n d  f  m a n a g e d

t o  r u b  a l o n g  i n  r e a l  f r i e n d s h i P .
f t  w a s  p e r h a p e s  a  g o o d  t h i n g  f o r  t h e  m i n e ,  i t s  m a n a g m e n t

a n d  t h e  s t a f f  t h a t .  r  s p e n t  s o  m u c h  t i n e  t h e r e  s o  h a p p i l y .

S o m e  n a m e s  I  r e c a 1 1  m a y  p r o m p t  y o u r  q u e r i e s r a n d  g i v e  p o i n t  t o

m y  r e p l i e s  (  s e e  b a c k  )  N o ,  I  a m  n o t  r e a l l y  y o u n g  , b u t  l u c k y .

C h e e r  i l Y
P .  L e t t i c e .

0 n  t h e  b a c k .
J i b b e n b a h . . . . .  1 6  w i r e  g a t e s  t o  o p e n  t o  g e t  t h e r e .

D e m p s e y  ( M a n a g e r )
G l e g g  ( C l e r k )
M r . &  M r s .  B u b k y  ( t ' R a n c h t t  m e a l s )
T i m  F l y n n  ( C a r p e n t e r )
T e d  K e a r n e y  ( W i n d i n g - e n g i n e  d r i v e r )
J a c k  O v e r g t o n  ( M i n e r  &  S h o o t e r )

S u l l i v a n  ( B l a c k s n i L h )
T o m  R u t l e d g e  ( S u r f a c e  M a n a g e r )

P . S . M u c h  h i s t o r y  i s  n e v e r  p r i n t e d r f o r  i n s t a n c e  w h e n  t h e  w h o l e

c a m p  w e n L  d o w n  w i t h  a  s t r a n g e  d i s e a s e  ( d i a r r h o e a  a n d  v o n i t i n g )  '

t h a t  w e  d i d  n o t  d a r e  r e p o r t  !  !  b u t  w e  l o s L  n o n e  !  !  .

B u s h  f i r e s .
O u r  t a l k  o f  m a r c h i n g  o n  B r i s b a n e  . F u n .
A t  a l l  t h e  e v e n t s ,  t h e y  h a d  m u s i c ,  g a m e s ,  C h r i s t n a s  t r e e s  '  d r a w i n g

e t c . a n d  t h a t .  d i d  n o t  s t o p  a t  t h e  c h i l d r e n  o n l y , a n d  a l s o  d a n c e s . "

h l h a t  a  p l e a s u r e  t o  r e c e i v e  a  l e t t e r  l i k e  t h i s  w h i c h  t e l l s

o f  a  s u c c e s s f u l  t e a c h e r  r + h o  h e l p e d  t h e  1 i t t l e  c o m m u n i t y  a l o n g .
M r . l e t t i c e  w a s  f o n d l y  r e m e m b e r e d  b y  t h e  b o y s  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  f o r

t a k i n g  t h e n  f i s h i n g  .
T h e  t e a c h e r  r + h o  f  o l 1 o r . r e d ,  d i d  n o t  f  i t  i n  q u i t e  s o  w e l l  a n d

t h e  s c h o o l  c l o s e d  a  c o u p l e  o f  y e a r s  l a t e r  a s  d i d  t h e  S t a t e
s u b s i d i s e d  A r s e n i c  M i n e .  I t s  p u r p o s e  o v e r r w h i c h  w a s  t o  p r o d u c e

c h e a p  p e n t o x i d e  p o i s o n  t o  c o n t r o l  t h e  s c u r g e  o f  p r i c k l y  p e a r .

A l r e a d y  a  w o n d e r f u l  b i o l o g i c a l  c o n t r o l  e x e r c i s e  w a s  t a k i n g
p l a c e  b y  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  C a c t o b l a s t i s  c a c t o r u m  l a r v a e

w h i c h  w e r e  e a t i n g  t h e i r  w a y  t o  t h e  p l a n t r s  d e s t r u c t i o n .
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