SR [P

g

Sl
/] ““\s\\

Hiiisarf]
A,




£
J .:j_é

& The Official Journal of The Hong Kong Institute Of Architects

EDITORIAL BOARD & it &

Chief Edifor £
WONG Wah Sang B E
Editors £e]

Edwin CHAN B E
Chimmy CHU ES L
LI Sou Lung FEH
Clara PANG i W

The HKIA Journal is published quarterly and is distributed free fo all HKIA
members.

The Publication and Information Committee welcomes contributions
in different forms with different opinions, However, the arangement
and publication of the arficles/materials will be decided by the said
committee,

All articles/materials submitted shall be addressed to the Chairman, the
Publication & Information Committes, the Hong Kong Institute of
Architects, 15th Floor, Success Commercial Building, 245-251 Hennessy
Read, Wanchai, H.K.

Tel: 2511 6323 Fax: 2519 3364

Copyright of material published is to be retained by the HKIA and the
respective contributors.

A A ST ], BN TR e & H,

iR BTN B Bl 5 AR AR IR R H 0 R ERH
LR RRAT R FiA T BEru.

S B EORHT B Ty S E PRI 245251 SESERRR AR
Bl FE AT S & R N R

VR A o A S B AR AT

INTERNATIONALIZING HONG KONG
ARCHITECTURE

Recent years we have seen the addition of many
builsdings by world renown architects into the Hong
Kong urban fabric. Buildings like Foster's Hong
Kong Bank and the coming Airport, Pei's China
Bank, Seidler's Hong Kong Club, Farrell's Peak
Tower and the British Consulate are all worldly
famous; but this list has excluded works by local
Hong Kong Architects. 1 believe we can all help
promote Hong Kong Architecture designed by local
Hong Kong Architects. We are preparing to have
more publication in such respect and your active

participation will be most welcomed.
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On Mass Media and HKIA Image

By definition "mass media”. be it newspaper, magazine, radio or TV, have to atiract the
mass, using whatever means in order (0 survive financially or to justify their existence.

Our PR Commiliee Chairman Wailee Chow invited one table of reporters from newspapers
and TV organizations 1o our 'Spring Dinner' on & March and at the last minute the mass
media people disappeared en mass from the Awards Winners Exhibition as well as the
dinner (due to the sudden order from their bosses?) 1o cover a fashion show on the same
evening!

To the mass media, obviously, a "fashion show" cover will atiract the mass much more
than a "building show"!

Al the beginning of this year I wrote, as an individual architect on building operational
safety 1o the SCMP whose editor telephoned to ask if | mind if he delayed it a bit so that
a government servant's letter could be published first, then if I wish to | could amend
mine for the following week end's publication. [ agreed. The letters were thus published.

Someone's letter in response to mine, was then published the week end following.

Then Tao Ho wrote immediately to the SCMP, copied to me. Tao's letter was not
published until 3 weeks after. | believe that the editor "organized” (he leters as a "serial"
story also according to their 'news value'".

Although the editor has a higher intellect readership to aim at the same rule of "attraction”
and "news value' would apply.

Many years ago, [ was interviewed by a reporter with her TV crew along the promenade
in front of Tsim Sha Tsui East (the buildings were 90% complete) for more than one hour
in sweltering heat. Before 1 promised to appear | warned her that most of what I was
about to say was rather critical of the authorities concerned with the physical planning
of this important urban arca, On the spot, [ said that a network of underground highways
and pedestrian walkways (between the northern tip of New world Hotel and the southern
part of Hung Horm area) and should have underground parking with two multi-storey cal
parking buildings (one at each end of this main highway), assessable only by underground
linkage, should have been constructed during reclamation. Followed by a theory ol
palancing the hotel amenities with local shop keepers, cafes and restaurants, a new
underground network between Salisbury Road in the old Tsim Sha Tsui and the new
Tsim Sha Tsui East district should be exiremely comnmercially feasible, inking these twc
areas and could easily and naturally extended to the new promenade. This was ar
opportunity missed etc.

when it was in the air | appeared on the screen for almost 4 long seconds and ¢
commentator spoke instead of me! It turned out to be an 'introduction” or "promotion
of some sort for the new areal Ms, reporter must have been told of by her boss and [ was
a victim of mass media.

Now let me turn (o a more serious question - how 1o project our image to society?
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The first answer is by actually doing our professional work - better service 1o our clients,
better designs, better buildings. But our clients represent only a small portion of Hong
Kong people and most of them do not necessarily have the same definition of "good
buildings" as us. In any case better service, better buildings and architecture of
excellence are long term objectives.

The second answer is by individual performance in community service other than
architectural practice. This includes the high profile work in ExCo and LegCo, District
Boards, hospital directorship; and in recent years the "Hong Kong Affairs Consultants',
"Preparatory Committee" etc,

Another type of commitiee work is by offering our knowledge in radio or TV programme
on historic buildings, archaeological sites/ finds. This type of work could be carried out
individually, and [ believe, some of us are already doing.

vet another public service is to offer to explain to the general public some practical
knowledge in what o look out for when huying a flat, how 1o repair a leaking window,
etc. This can also be done as an individual architect or a team of individual architects
on TV series. An introduction 1o interior materials and/or equipments could reach the
grass root population in helping them in choice and installation.

A 1eam of architects, M&E engineers, plus M&E contractors, plimbers, carpenters
whenever they are required for household problems would be welcome by most TV
programme orgainzers.

None of these activities need any endorsement/sanctions by any learned institutions
whatsoever.

Finally, I would use the Chinese saying when one "stops eating because one is afraid
of being choked" as a reference to mass media. Of course, we can't stop eating for fear
of choking. We have to eat carefully that's all.

We must understand that each editor of mass media has a job to perform. And in carrying
his work what we architects believe in might be of the least importance to him. He wants
something that can attract readers and viewers. We must not stay away from mass
media. We have to be careful and try 1o make our issues attractive to the public.

It is therefore difficult for the HKIA Council to establish a long term relationship with any
mass media since what attracts the mass varies from day to day. We are still trying,
carefully.

But I hope some members would take up my suggestion of forming a team for solving
housing problems. As long as we architects plan the programmes and remain the leader
other experts. consultants, from engineers, lawyers, contractors, technicians to skilled
tradesmen (metal workers, carpenters) could be invited to contribute. A well balanced
programme needed 10 be worked out from solar heat gainvprevention to reapir of a sink
trap; from hitech electronic security systemn to a simple battery alarm door-bell; from
prevention of white ants to household pests; from expensive mural to a simple self
arranged rock and miniature plant pot.

The programme should have practical as well as educational values: technical as well
as design implications; and should best be on Sundays on a long term hasis.

Ibelieve this programme, if well designed and presented, could be very atractive (o TV
producers. This would be a happy compromise - we use them, they use us, no losers.

From this, after we have proved our worth, then we can aim wider or higher. But initially,
household architectural problems should be targeted.
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PROJECT
Exhibition Centre at

Homantin South
by Housing Department

The HKHA's new exhibition centre, opened in May
1996, is situated at Homantin South.

This 2-storey, barrel-vaulted roofed, building com-
prises two exhibition halls of about 900m?.

Building system and materials

This pre-engineered building is constructed of a
hot rolled steel frame, with a profiled sheeted
barrel vaulted roof and standard Tilden 1.2m steel
faced insulated panels as the wall cladding. Thes
whole structure can be rapidly constructed and
dismantled for re-erection on other sites which
allows the flexibility for future exhibition purpose.

Site fayout pian of Exhibition Centre at Homantin south phase 4.
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5 Open for visit

... The exhibition centre serves as an information
HE  and resource centre on public housing for both
the community in Hong Kong and visitors over-
seas. Individuals and the general public are wel-

ZAF 1
1Y comed to visit the Centre in the afternoons of
weekdays and weekends (except wednesday).
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Project tearm:
Design & Standards Section of New Development Branch
22
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ROJECTNEWS

7 Tseung Kwan O -

Hau Tak Estate & Shoping Centre
by (New Development Branch)
Housing Department

Project Description

HAU TAK ESTATE is a major part of the Tseung
Kwan O New Town. It provides over 7,000 flats
and supporting facilities for 25.000 people.
work started in 1989 and was completed in
carly 1994.

Flats are provided for rent, and for purchase *

under the Home Ownership Scheme (HOS).
The rental blocks were some of the first 1o be
completed based on the 39 storey Harmony 1
design, which is the mainstay of the Housing
Department's housing designs for the 1990's.
The popular 35 storey New Cruciform Blocks
provide the HOS flats.

The domestic blocks contain most of the com-
munity welfare and pre-school facilifies. These
include sheltered housing and social centres
for senior citizens, care and attention units and
various types of welfare accomodation for peo-
ple of all age groups.

Schools were built as part of the estate. There
is one primary school for residents' children
and two secondary schools with places for
children from the estate and surrounding area.

The design of the estate is based on providing
a high density layout with maximum usetul
open space. The result is a pleasant environ-
ment with plenty of open space for active and
passive use. A key element in the overall
design was the estate's shopping centre.
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¢ The centre is very popular with residents and

shop owners. It caters for residents and people
from a wide catchment area and includes a
department store, Chinese restaurant, food
plaza. fast food outlets, banks, convenience
stores, children's games centre and traditional
wet market. These, together with a wide range
of other shops. provide the most comprehen-
sive shopping in the area. Natural light from
skylights enhances the interior and reflective
surfaces help create a lively visual environ-
ment. The shops have been arranged around
two atriums which act as focal points and are
used for local events and promotions. These
are supplemented by a colonnaded outdoor
performance stage and amphitheatre.

13
The shopping centre links each side of the
estate which is divided into two by a dual
carriageway road to the future town centre. A
bridge. with shops along the route between the
low rise centres on each side of the road,
provides easy pedestrian flow to all parts of the
estate. The centre was designed to have an
interesting appearance from ground level and
from the surrounding towers. By careful mass-
ing. landscaped gardens have been provided
at various levels. Different functional areas are
defined by coordinated geometric shapes which
create a rich roofscape.

The colours for the estate were selected from
a palette based on chromatic studies of the
area. The duality formed by the road dividing
the site has been emphasized and the build-
ings have been coloured based on a gradual
symmetrical shift from earth colours in the
north to more intense sea and sky colours in
the south.

Chief Architect S Ada Y.S. Fung
sSenior Architects - Ray Logan, Andy Leung
Project Architects « Sy, Chim, K.T. Liu, W.C. Wi, K.C. Yuen, Y.W. Shum
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Shaukeiwan East -Yiu Tung Estate
By (New Development Branch)
Housing Department

Project Description

Site was occupied by squatter areas which formed
4 separate villages.

some of the terrain were difficult to work with.

Gross area of the site is 14.35 Ha, excluding areas
allocated to other departments (€.g. Service reser-
voirs, district park and district community centre).

[
Yiu Tung was one of the seven sites chosen in 7/
24 in the main urban area for part of the public
housing production target up to 1993 and (o
maximize the development potential of areas
served by the MTR island line and Island Eastern
Corridor.

Heignt restriction of 85.34mPD at the east and
121.92mPD in the centre of the site limiis devel-
opment and adds to the site formation work to get
lower platform levels. Domestic are therefore
located at the upper platforms outside of the
height restriction zones, where possible, while
low height uses are kept in the height restricted
areas.

This was a geotechnically difficult site for site
formation, foundation and drainage works be-
cause of the rocky nature of the ground. Preserva-
tion of the surrounding natural landscape/park-
land is also an important consideration. EXisting
streams through the site had to be accomodated.

Because of proximity to Shaukeiwan commercial
areas, only a small commercial centre, which
forms part of the pedestrian spine, is provided.
Nature and amount of provision is based on the
retail viability study.
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