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NEW INTERPRETATION OF THE TEMPLE NAME OF 

SHANG KING PAN KENG 

Knang Yn Chen 

Rutgers-The State University of New Jersey 

ABSTRACT 

The Temple Names ( @ BJj) of Shang Kings (ca 1,700 to 1,100 BC ) found 

in the Oracle Bone Writings are remahbly similar to the King List compiled by 

Ssu-ma Chi' en (a 145-90 BC), the Grand Historian of Han Dynasty, in the 

Book of History. The Temple Name of Shang King usually contains only two 

characters and the last character always corresponds to one of the ten heaven 

stems (ZT ). Although several theories have been advanced to ofhr 

explanations of the use of heaven stem in the Temple Name, the significance of 

the first character in the Temple Name has not bcm discussed in the litmature. 

Here, we argue that the first character & ((Pan) in the Temple Name of the 19' 

Shang King, Pan Kmg ( glf @or &@ ), was given posthumouly and that it was 

given m honor of his lifetime achievement in the massive relocation of the Shang 

Capital, h m  Yen ($ ) to Yin (@) and his use of the newly developed hang-tu 

(A* tec4mology in a gigantic city-palace constrwtion work,. We fUrther argue 

that the word & was derived directly fhm the hang-tu (3 f) technology. My 

argument was based on the following considerations: (i) the structural andpis of 

the oracle bone character that corresponds to @ or & ; (ii) the Shang history on 

Pan Keng as recorded in the Book of Documents, the Bamboo Annals, and the 

Book of W i r y ;  (iii) the archeological excavation of the palace and temples 

remains at Anyang city, the last Shang Capital that Pan Keng established about 

3,400 yews ago; (iv) the possibility that the phonetic value of Pan was derived 

from the sound generated during hang-tu production; and (v) the word pan (#) 

was used in the Book of Odes to indicate construction w o k  
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