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REORGANIZATION OF PARK DEPARIMENT
(Released by Mr. Moses) -.,*
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8.

9.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17 •

19.

20.

Major Crane-

PLAYGROUNDS - Policy for wider use of all recreational?
facilitiesi

Coney Island house-cleaning

MAGISTRATES COOPERATION ON PARK MAINTENANCE

GOLF LINKS ^

BRYANT PARK

BOCCE COURTS

CENTRAL PARK CASINO

Dog Races

PLAYGROUND SITES - transfer of abandoned school sites

Golf and Tennis Permits - NEW SCHEDULE OF PRICES

SHEEPFOLD BUILDING, Central Park — < C^^o^x<^^~r^

PLAYGROUND from CANAL TO HOUSTON STREETS and b e t w e W
Chrystie and Forsythe Streets.

Grass plots and central safety islands on Broadway
> north of 59th Street.

Training school for 200 C.W.S. workers assigned to the
playgrounds opened at the gymnasium at
342 East 54th St. Manhattan

NEW ZOO AT BARRETT PARK, STATEN ISLAND.
f •

NEW CENTRAL PARK PICTURE-BOOK ZOO". .. ^

NEW ZOO IN PROSPECT PARK., • ,;,

- - - •- Illustrated article to appear in "The
Architeciural Forum".

f\-\

t «—

#,

Story on Barrett Park Zoo, N.Y. Times, '
• Educational Page, written by Mrs. Eunice Barnard.--

, ' ' • • » . : ' • • ' " ^ •

• » •
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3 / 1 3 / i f 22.

3/15" 23.

3/5

3/1

4/4

4/5

4/6

24.

25.

3/15

3/14

3/22

3/23

2 6 .

27.
•

2 8 .

29 .

30.

31.

32.

4/16 33.

NEWSPAPER RELEASES

MODEL NEWS STAND3, refreshment stands, bootblack f

stands, police booths, stand-
ardized housing for concessions
in the city parks and playgrounds.

- - - - Copy of Model news stands, refreshment
stands, etc.. sent to Mrs. Lewisf
470-4th Ave. together with a set
of six prints. .

- - - - Article sent to Miss Loula D. Lasker,
Associate Editor, The Survey,
112 East 19th St. "Acres of
Opportunity for Health and Happi-
ness - A people's Estate of some
16,000 acres. "• .

_ Article in Current Events "Reclaiming People's
Parks" with special reference to Chrystie
Forsythe Streets tract, by Lillian R.. "
Hayt, N.Y. City .Editor revised and added
to by Mrs. Dennen.

• • ' • ' »

Prospect Park Conservatory - ANNUAL SASTER
FLOWER DISPLAY.

- . Letter to Samuel Levy, Boro. Pres. in re:
Chrystie-Forsythe, Playground * • (V\ -
development. (Released by Mr. Moses).

w - - _ Development of Kissena Park, Golf Course, etc.,

- FLOWER SHOW in the Greenhouses, Borough of
Queens. - -

TRANSFER OF RESERVOIR ALONG, HARLEM RIVER at
the westerly end bf Highbridge in
,Manhattan, and the reservoir at *
-'* Williamsbridge in the Bronx from
Dept. of Water Supply to the Park
Department.

DEVELOPMENT OF OLD RESERVOIR SITE IN • ..
CENTRAL PARK.

- ADDITIONAL PARK AREA AND PLAYGROUNDS (60)
. ADDED SINCE THE CONSOLIDATION OF

THE FIVE CITY PARK DEPARTMENTS.

- - - - Construction of an extension of the WEST SIDE
IMPROVEMENT over, park lands from

s 72nd Street to 79th Street between
Riverside Drive and the Hudson
River.

o

f)-\

fY\W.
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4/16/2

4/16

•

f 34.

35.

NEWSPAPER RELEASES

•
- - . - standard PARK UNIFORMS, pictures and information. (Vivas i-v^.'

• • ' • > ' ,

- - - - Notification by Commissioner Moses to the
COLUMBIA YACHT CLUB at 86th St. & the '
Hudson River Yacht Club at 90th Street
to vacate city property. •

4/26 36. - - - - Information as to permits, to play golf in
. the various boroughs, also statement

that the PUBLIC LINKS AT FOREST HILLS •.
will open this Saturday. . >:

4/28 37. - - - - Fifty-two shacks comprising the veteran's i
camp between 72nd and 79th Streets ' . '
between Riverside Drive and the Hudson * • ' ;

•* River will be torn down on May 1st. : _ i

\ ) 4/9

4/24

5/2

5/9

38.

39.

40.

41.

PRUNING TREES IN THE VARIOUS BOROUGHS.

- - - - RELEASED BY MR. MOSES. - Explanati on of
the arrest and fine of Mrs. Biro.

Plans for the rehabilitation of CROTONA PARK.

_ Park Department announced initial plans for
the accomodation of officers and en-
listed men of the various units of the
U. S. Fleet.

5/10 42. --•».- Effective Saturday, May 12th, The Department
of Parks will make a CHARGE OF 25£
FOR PARKING AN AUTOMOBILE AND 50£ FOR
PARKING A BUS AT PARKING SPACES DESIGN-
ATED BY THE DEPARTMENT in the various
boroughs. *, *

5/11 43. - - - - Statue of CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS to be placed fA r;=:
in Columbus Park.

5/14 44. Finals for MARBLE SHOOTING CONTEST to be played
at CITY HALL PLAZA May 15th, at 4 P. M.

5/15 45. - - - - Construction resumed on the GOLF CUfB-HOUSE AT
' • DYKER BEACH PARK IN BROOKLYN.

5/15 46. - - - - Development of ORCHARD BEACH section of PELHAM

BAY PARK.

5/16 47. - - - - COLUMBIA YACHT CLUB against City of New York.

5/17 48. - - - - CONSTRUCTION OF FIFTEEN BASEBALL DIAMONDS IN
CENTRAL PARK.

5/19 49. - - - - CHAMPIONSHIP FINALS OF THE ANNUAL MARBLE SHOOT-
ING CONTEST.

5/21 50. MARITIME DAY CELEBRATION IN CORLEARS HOOK PARK,
May 22nd.
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5/23/2^ 51. - - - - Letter from Corporation Counsel to Dieppe Corporation. V ^ \

5/24 52. - - - - Opening of CLAREMONT INN on Tuesday^ May 29th. fYlVSSW'--? t ,''•

5/24 53. SAKURA OR CLAREMONT PARK, OPP. GRANT'S TOMB on River- >t % "-,• '
side Drive and 122nd St. to be taken over by the * . • , j
Park Department and opened as a public park on - * '•
M a y 2 5 t h . • ' ,' :

6/6 54. -•- PUPPET SHOT to be held in the playgrounds'of the* differ- >v :
ent boroughs by the Drama Dept. of Public "Welfare
through the courtesy of the Department of Paries. , •!

6/6 55. - - - - Park Dept. with the cooperation of the Municipal Art •.< v;/A-,
Commission has made a complete SURVEY OF THE CONDI- " /
TION OF ALL STATUARY, MONUMENTS AND OTHER WORKS OF T. ',
ART LOCATED IN THE PARKS- OF GREATER NEW YORK. v

6/8 56. SERIES OF GOLF TOURNAMENTS for the season of 1934 to pftî u'̂ 1 ;
be conducted under the auspices of the Park Dept. ""'' ! >< ;
and those of the N.Y. Municipal Golf Association. * v j

6/13 57. Enlisted men of U.S. Navy invited by the Park Dept. to , •• 'J,
engage in a ROW BOAT RACE TO BE HELD ON THE 72nd St. - •' \
LAKE IN CENTRAL PARK, Friday afternoon, June 15th, < .
at 3 p. m. »»'•',

SEASON AND MONTHLY RATE3 FOR PARKING IN THE AREAS SET *.o' .'!
ASIDE FOR AUTOMOBILES IN CITY PARKS. . ^ / ,

- - - - PHOTOGRAPHS OF WHS % SIDE IMPROVEMENT (5 to a set) to- Vf\O-S5tt.f
gether with their description by Madigan & Hyland. "*•;.• \'

LIONESS & CUBS IN PROSPECT PARK to be moved to a new • .
location in Prospect Park Zoo* • ' •

- - - - DAY CAMPS to be opened July 9th in Pelham Bay, Van ' ' *'
Cortle^ndt, Inwood Hill and Forest Parks. v ;

- JACOB RIIS PARK LIFE GUARDS will hold a swimming meet "* \
and give a series of life saving demonstrations in
front of the Riis Park Pavilion, Sunday, June 24th .

THE GYPSY MOTH. .

WAR MEMORIAL CHILDREN* S PLAYGROUNDS opened by the Dep1
of Parks Sunday, July 15th, in; Manhattan, Brooklyn,
Queens, Richmond and Bronx, with their respective
names and locations.

6/15

6/14

6/15

6/21

6/21

6/2#/

6/27

• 58.

59.

60.

61.

62.

' 63.

64.
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7/5/2 </• 65. "LEARN TO SWIM" week, July 9th to 14th, sponsored by the
Dept. of Parks, Recreation Division./ s" -

7/5 66. Dept. of Parks has made arrangement for Mr. Montgomery Ogden *
to give FREE INSTRUCTIONS IN TENNIS PLAYING to boy a v^ \.
and juniors holding/park permits. - *

7/5 67. FIRST ANNUAL RIIS PARK OCEAN SAILING RACES to be held Wednes- \
day, July 4th, beginning at 11.30 a.m. in front of
the Jacob Riis pavilion. *

7, .

7/5 68. Fourth of July celebrations in the parks and playgrounds of
the five boroughs. *

7/5 69. THE PLAYGROUND IN BROOKLYN (HECKSCHER) bounded by Grove and
Linden Sts. and between Central and Wilson Aves. > »
has been placed under the direction and supervision
of the Recreation Division of the Dept% of Parks.

7/5 70. Stringent rules regarding undressing in cars were enforced at
JACOB RIIS PARK and other Rockaway beaches^over the •
week end.

7/6 71. Women's Swimming Association of N.Y. will inaugurate "LEARN
' T O SWIM WEEK" on Sunday, July 8thj at 2 p.m. in a

series of competitive swimming exhibition events
at JACOB RIIS PARK. '

7/6 72. "LEARN TO SWIM WEEK" sponsored by the Dept. of Parks, will
officially open on Monday, July 9th.

7/12 73. "More than 5,000 children have registered for SWIMMING."

7/12 74. Mayor LaGuardia will open the NINE PIAYGROUNDS constructed
by the Dept. of Parks from the WAR MEMORIAL FUND <~0 !^
of the City Chamberlain on Sunday, July 15th, at
3 p.m. • , ^

7/13 75. A Singles One Wall Invitation A.A.U. HANDBALL TOURNAMENT
is scheduled for JACOB RIIS PARK, Rockaway Beach,
L.I., Sunday, July 15th, at 10 a.m.

7/14 76. The "LEARN TO SWIM" WEEK campaign conducted by the Park
Dept. with the Board of Education and many private
pools cooperating, during the week July .9th to 14th,
will be extended through the month of July.

1

1

n-.t.u - '
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7/16 M 7 77. Mayor LaGuardia DEDICATED and opened today, JULY 15th, AT
' 3 P.M. 9 WAR MEMORIAL PLAYGROUNDS which were acquired

and erected by the War Memorial Fund, turned over to the
Dept. of Parks for the development of t h i s project . "* ? ' •

^ 78. Bronze Statue of the "LIONESS & CUBS" designed by Victor
/ j Pe te r s and presented to the Dept. of Parks by Freder ick '^ s 5 S u ^
t>/ J> , ¥ . MaeMonnies, i s t o be moved from i t s present loca t ion \

in Prospect Park to the entrance from the park leading
into the new Prospect Park Zoo, ' , ,

• • • ' • /

7/20 79. Maria Theresa Adopted Daughter of the late Isadora Duncan
will be seen in a program of Interpretive Dancing on the

•... Mall, Central Park, July 21, at 8:30 P.M.

7/21 80. To faci l i ta te the issuance of tickets for. Free Swimming In- -
struction in the "LEARN TO SVIM CAMPAIGN", the Dept. of
paifcs asks that application be anade to headquarters listed
in the five boroughs.

1 4

7/21 8 1 . PUBLIC SWIMLUKJ FACILITIES IK ESV YORK CITY.

7/20 82. Members of the JACOB -̂RIIS1 SWIMMING TEAM w i l l leave on Tuesday, •
July 24th f o r Ocean City, N.J . to compete i n the NATIONAL • .
LIFEGUA.RD CBAMPIONSHIPS beginning Thursday, July 26th, in
Ocean City, N.J .

7/23 8 3 . The park Dept. announced arrangements -covering the TRANSFER
OF THE RIDGM00D SOUTH SIDE PUMPING STATION PROPERTY, l o -
cated a t Sunrise Highway and At lan t i c Ave., Bklyn, by the

• City of New York, Dept. of Water Supply, t o the. Park Dept,
for development as a plsyground, •

7/23 84. The Dept. of Pasks announced today i t s p lan f o r the development.
of OWLfS IEAD PARK, located in Bay Ridge sect ion of Brooklyn
a t Shore Road, Colonial Road and 68th St»

7/23 85. S ta r t ing as "LEARN 10 SWIM WEEK" end ending as a city-wide
"LEARN TO SWIM MONTH" the campaign conducted by the. Dept, of
Parks w i l l c lose on Tuesday, July 31s t ,

7/25 86. FINAL PLANS ADOPTED FOR BRONX AND MANHATTAN APPROACHES, TRI*
BOHOUGH BRIDGE AUTHORITY, l l l - 8 t h £ve. (RELEASED' BY MR.

. MOSES) . . ' • •
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87/ NAUMBURG MEMORIAL CONCERT to be given on the MAIL, CENTRAL
PARK,'Tuesday, Ju ly 3 1 s t , a t 8:30 P.M. " • .

7/26 88 . THE PARK DSPT. TCtLL OPEN 14 PLAYGROUNDS ON SATURDAY, AUG.
11th , a t 4 P.M.

7/16 89 . Children v i s i t i n g JACOB HII'S PLAYGROUND w i l l be invi ted t o
' . ' • • • see the show e n t i t l e d "MACK SAMBO" stanged by the Dept.

of P a r k s .

7/27 90 . Under arrangements made by t h e Recreat ion Divis ion of the
Department of Pa rks , , the EASTERN LAWN TENNIS ASS'N. co -

. . operating, Mr. Montgomery Ogden recognized authority on
. tennis, w i l l continue his FREE INSTRUCTION for boys and

: juniors hold, park permits. .

7/27 91. Graduation t e s t s for 5000 children who have taken advantage .
of t ie "IEARN TO SHIM CAMPAIGN" sponsored by the Dept. of
Parks wil l be held Tuesday, July 31 , at four of the large
outdoor pools in the c i t y .

7/27 92. Rendering of GATEWAY TO GRAND CENTRAL PARKWAY AT TRI BOROUGHS ̂
. BRIDGE PIAZA near S£« Michael's Cemetery at Astoria, Queens.

0
7/28 9 3 . Statement to the P r e s s a s to PROGRESS OF WORK AT MARINE AND

WOLFE'S POND PARKS.
• " . ) .

7/31 94» ^EST SIDE IMPHDVEtvlMT. Bids were taken today on the f i r s t
section of City Structure No. 4 for the Express Highway
north of 72nd St. in Riverside Park in accordance with the
revised plans of the Park Dept.

8/1 95. The f inals of the f i r s t Inter-borough CHECKER TOURNAMENT con-
ducted by the'Recreation Division of the Dept. of Parks
will be held at the HSCKSCHSR PLAYGROUND, Central Park, on
Thursday, August 2nd, at 2 p.m.

7/31 96. The Park Dept. announced today plans for the development of
LEIY EIRIKSSON SQUARE, located in the Bay Ridge section •
of Brooklyn, extending south seven-eights of a mile from
Fourth Age. to Fort Hamilton Parkway, and,west two hendred
and two feet from 66th to 67th St. *Vv̂ ^L«*-<"v

7/31 97. CONTROLLING IBS DUTCH ELM DISEASE. ,
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y DEPARTMENT OF PARKS
ARSEHAL

CENTRAL PAKE

July 27, 1934

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:

STATEMENT TO THE PRESS AS TO
PROGRESS OF WORK AT MMBINE
AMD WOLF'S POND PARKS '

I have received from the Borough President of Richmond a

petition, signed by a number of residents of Richmond, referring

to alleged lack of progress in construction work at Marine and

Wolf's Pond Parks. It is stated in this petition that because

the bulkhead at Marine Park, is not completed the dredging work

will be retarded.

I do not know who is back of this petition or who

solicited the signatures. I do not know whether the background of

the petition is political, malicious or honest. No effort was

made to communicate with the Park Department directly on this

subject, and the facts are perfectly well known and have been

repeatedly stated. Nevertheless, these facts are repeated below.

When the new park administration took charge on January

19, 1934, Marine Park was in a complete Bess. The plan which the

CWA workers were supposed to be following needed drastic revision.

The materials and equipment were inadequate and a number of men were

either standing around or attempting to do work which had no value.

I am fully conversant with the Marine Park problem, I helped to



i
z

obtain the cooperation of the State in the transfer of land under

water without which the park would have been impossible. I was

chairman of the State Land Board when the principal action was

taken and I drew the bill which made the transfer possible.

The new park administration reorganized the work at

Marine Park. We cut out waste effort. We revised the plan and

made it practical. We succeeded in obtaining through CWA and

relief funds, $50,000 for sheet piling without which no bulk-

heading or filling was possible. The actual work of setting the

sheet piling in place and dredging has been going on as fast as

relief funds will permit. No other funds are available for this

purpose. Arrangements have been made for the United States Govern-

ment to begin dredging the channel in September. There is nothing

the matter with the progress of work at Marine Park excepting that

all progress with relief funds is bound to be slower than progress

through contract work.

As to Wolf's Pond, when the new park administration

took office the first thing we had to do was to get rid of a colony

of shacks which had been allowed to accumulate. The better part of

the park was rented to individuals and families at a nominal con-

sideration. No intelligent development in the public interest had

been attempted or was possible under such conditions. The first

thing we did was to get rid of the shacks. We then prepared a

plan for future development. These plans cannot be prepared in

five minutes and especially not when we are dependent on relief

funds to employ architects, engineers and field parties. We

immediately proceededto clear the park of dead timber, rubbish, etc., and

began minor construction work. We built a simple bath house for



temporary use this Summer and it is now open. The major improve-

ments in a park of this kind cannot be constructed over night

with relief funds, but they are going ahead as fast as possible.

People who have a real interest in these and other park

and playground improvements have nothing to worry about under this

administration. They are getting a lot more service than they

ever got before, and the city is now working on a logical, com-

prehensive recrearional program which will meet its needs.

ROBERT MOSES



DEPARTMENT OF PARKS lfor! R e l e a s e , Monday
ARSENAL, CENTRAL PARK J u l y 30 , 1934 ^

Regent 4-1000 |

Graduat ion t e s t s for 5000 c h i l d r e n who have t aken advantage of the
"Learn t o Swim" campaign sponsored by the Department of Parks w i l l
be he ld Tuesday, Ju ly 3 1 , a t four of the l a r g o outdoor pools i n the
city, viz . : »

Manhattan - Riverside Cascade - 134th Stc. & Broadway -2-4 p̂ nio
Bronx - Jerome Cascade - 167tii Stc & Jerono AVG. ~2«4. pnn,
Brooklyn • Betsy Head Pool - Hcpirinson Avec&Dairior,t Gto ™9-'0.1*30 am
Richmond - Haber Park Pool - Faber St^&diobnond Terrace-9-J.l,-30 am,

The tests have been arranged for three classes, "boys and gir ls :

Midgets - Height Uni t 4 ft» ' to shou abi l i ty to swim. 15 yds.
Junior - " " 4 f t . 8 in. " n '•' » " SO »
Intermediates » » 5 ft . 4 in. " " " " " 30 »

free style and 40 yards breast stroke.

Exhibitions in diving and swinming are to be given by sone of our
foremost Olympic champions,, Swinraing records will be attempted at
several of the pools by the Spence brothers, Walter and Leono^ds of
the New York Athletic Club. Exhibitions als.o will be given ""by-; gir ls
from the Women's Swimming Association,, ' - *

The success of the "Learn to Swin" campaign is due to the enthusias-
t ic response of those desiring to learn to swim and of the c-oopera-
tion of the public spirited citizens who opened the following
swimming pools for free instructions to children and adults:

BRONX:- Jerome Cascades Pool
Starl ight Park "
Metropolitan "
Castle Hill "
Bronx Union Y.M.C.A.

MAmiTTAN:- Riverside Cascades Pool
Miranar
Y.M.C.A. West Side Branch •
Y.M.C.A, £3rd Stc. . «.
Y.IS.C.A. 135th St. »•
Y.W.C.A. West Side "
Y.W.C.A. Harlen '»
London Terrace Pool
Park Central '"
Lido "

BROOKLYN:- Betsy Head Pool

Farragut. "

QUEENS:- JOEnioa Pool

RICHMOND:- Faber Park Pool
Wolfe ' s Pond

—end—



DEPARTMENT OF PARKS
ARSENAL, CENTRAL PARK

Begent 4-1000

•
lor i t a l eaac , Sa turday
J u l y 28, 1934,

Under arrangements made by the Recreation Division

of the Department of Parks, the Eastern Lawn Tennis Associa-

tion cooperating, Mr. Montgomery Ogden, recognized authority

on tennis, will continue his free instruction for boys and

juniors holding park permits.

Those wishing to avail themselves of this instruc-

tion must be on the tennis courts at 9 a.m. sharp, on the

dates indicated:

Mondays, July 30, August 6, 13 and 20, Mr. Ogden will

be in Central Park, Manhattan.

Tuesdays, July 31 and August 14, he will be in McKinley

Park and on the alternate Tuesdays, August 7 and 21,

at Gravesend Park, Brooklyn.

Wednesdays, August 1, 8, 15 and 22, he will be at the

Crotona Park Courts, Bronx.

Thursdays, August 2, 9, 16 and 23, he will be at Forest

Park, Queens.

Fridays, August 3, 10, 17 and 24, he will be at the

Livingston Park Courts, Richmond.

—end—
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Department of Parks
The Arsenal, Central Park
New York City (Jacob Riis Park,

Rockaway, N. Y.)

FOR RELEASE TO NHfSPAEBBS BOTH WEDNESMY AND THURSDAY (July 16-19)

All children who visit Jacob Riis Park Playground
on Thursday afternoon (July 19th) at 3:30 P.M. will be in-
vited to see the Mafcionette Show - entitled "Black Sambo,"
staged by the Department of Parks. So successful was the
"Puppet Show*1 staged last week at Jacob Riis Park - when
3,000 people attended from the Rockaways, that Jacob Riis
Park has managed to grant the many requests from mothers
and children who would like to see the "Marionette Show."

Olive Hatch
Miss Olive Hatch
Park Department
Jacob Riis Park, Rockaway, N.Y.



BlDra ^ * V &DEPARTMENT OF PARKS WjB. RELEA&i]
A r s e n a l , C e n t r a l Park FRIDAY, JULY 27, 1954,
T e l . Regent 4-1000

The Park Department w i l l open f o u r t e e n playgrounds

on Sa tu rday , August 11 th , a t 11 o ' c l o c k i n the n o r n i n g . Mayor

F i o r e l l o H. LaGuardia w i l l be p r e s e n t a t the Model Playground

l o c a t e d on West 17 th S t r e e t between Eigh th and Nin th Avenues,

and d e l i v e r the opening a d d r e s s , which w i l l be r e l a y e d by

public address systems to a l l of the other thirteen playgrounds

and broadcast over the Municipal Broadcasting System.

This is the second group of new playgrounds to be

opened by the Park Department this year. Nine playgrounds

which were acquired and developed with the War Memorial Fund,

which was turned over to the Department of Parks for this pur-

pose, were dedicated and opened by Mayor LaGuardia on July 15th.

The fourteen playgrounds to be opened August 11th

are as follows:

MANHATTAN:

MODEL PLAYGROUND, -JEST 17 th STREET between EIGHTH
and NINTH AVENUES. 125 f t . x 107 f t . F a c i l i t i e s :
R e c r e a t i o n b u i l d i n g , a wading poo l which can be used
out of season f o r two b a s k e t b a l l c o u r t s , and one
h a n d b a l l c o u r t .

PLAYGROUND a t 85 ROOSEVELT -STREET. 116 f t . x 127 f t .
S i t e of the old P u b l i c School No. 122 and one of the
abandoned school sites turned over to the Department
of Parks by the Commissioners of the Sinking Fund for
development as a playground. Facil i t ies: Recreation
building. An existing wall on tho south side has been
utilized as a handball court for younger children, an
innovation.

PLAYGROUND at 99 THOMPSON STREET. 75 ft . x 95 f t .
Located within the block. Facil i t ies: Recreation
building, a wading pool in the center of the play
area, andtho usual apparatus for small children in-
cluding sand tables, see-saws and slidos. This is
distinctly a playground for small children.

or*

INT700D HILL PLAYGROUND, PAYSON :.P.a DYCKMAN STREETS.
375 ft. x 175 ft . Facilitios: Field house, comfort
station, play aroa, basketball courts and the usual
playground equipment for children.

(Continued)
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Pago 2.

ST. NICHOLAS PLAYGROUND, at ST. NICHOLAS AVENUE f.nd
WEST 141st STREET. 200 ft. x 60 ft. Facilitios:
Open pavilion, a comfort station and a wading pool
which can bo converted into a basketball court, and
slides, jungle gyms, otc.

CENTRAL PARK, LOWER RESERVOIR SITS, northwest corner.
Approximately 3£ acres. A large recreation building
having the usual facilities is to be erected. A
chlorinated foot bath is being added to the existing
large oval-shaped wading pool. The center of the
playground area consists of a large turfed section,
surrounded by three distinct play fields, viz.:
one for very small children with ample seating
oapacity for mothers. This area will contain such
small type apparatus as play houses, sand tables,
garden swings, seo-saws and jungle gyms. An open
shelter has been provided in this area to give further
immediate shade. The second area contains apparatus
for children between the ages of 8 and 14 years,
and areas set aside for games such as punchball and
paddle tonnis. The third area contains gymnasium
apparatus, including horizontal ladders, horizontal
bars and a giant stride.

CORLEARS HOOK PLAYGROUND, CORLEARS and WATER STREETS.
340 ft. x 100 ft. Facilities: An open shelter is
to be erected. There aro four handball, four horse-
shoo pitching, one volley ball, two basketball and
shuffle board oourts. This area, which adjoins a
lodging house with accommodation for 1800 men, has
been planned to provide recreation for the unusually
large number of men residing in this particular dis-
trict.

PLAYGROUND at RIVINGTON and LEWIS STREETS. 125 ft.
x 150 ft. Site of tho old Public School No. 88 and
one of the abandoned school sites turned over to
tho Department of Parks by tho Commissioners of the
Sinking Fund for development as a playground.
Facilities: Recreation building, and an octagonal
wading pool, which also can bo used for round games.
An area has boon sot aside for tho exclusive use
of small children, frith tho usual apparatus and
seats for mothers.

BROOKLYN:

MODEL PLAYGROUND at 3d and 4th STREETS a t FOURTH
AVENUE (GOWANUS HOUSE). 695 f t . x 230 f t . Faci l i -
t ios : Tho rocroation building is an adaptation of
the old Cortelyou house which formerly stood on this
s i t e . It is boing bui l t - in part from the stone sal-
vaged from tho old house at Gowanus, tho founda-
tions of which were uncovorod by Park Department
Emergency Relief workers last summer. Tho play room
is designed in a manner to represent typical Early
Dutch Colonial Interior Architecture. Tho playground
has a bank of sevon handball courts along the Fifth
Avonuc boundary; two bo-ujio courts, a largo area
for small children with nho regulation apparatus,
and a wading pool.

(Continued)
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BRONX:

QUEENS:

MODEL PLAYGROUND a t 3d and 4 t h STREETS ( c o n t i n u e d ) .
The Four th Avenue ame. has beo i ro-servod for a
b a s e b a l l diamond and s p o r t s f o r o lder boys . S i d e -
walks along 3d end 4 th S t r e e t s have been l a i d out
i n a p a r k - l i k e m m i e r . Ample shade i s being p r o -
v ided .

RIDGEWOOD SGU-rE SIDE PUMPING STATION SITS, SUNRISE
HIGHWAY and ATLANT70 AV7SiTUE. 695 f t , x 190 f t .
T h i s a rea has boon developed i n t o a b a s e b a l l diamond
and field,

PLAYGROUND at 95th STREET between AVENUES K and L.

RICHMOND:

140 ft . x 100 ft. Facilities: Comfort station
and shelter, and playground apparatus*

PLAYGROUND a t 141s t STREET' between BROOK and
ST. AMPS AV2NUE3, 587 f t . x 175 f t . F a c i l i t i e s :
Recreation building, wading pool, handball and
basketball courts and playground and gymnasium
apparatus.

MODEL PLAYGROUND at 25th and 50th AVENUES and 84th
and 85th STREETS, JACKSON HEIGHTS. 600 ft . x 200 f t .
Faci l i t ies: Recreation building containing a large
play room, lavatories, mothers • room, directors'
room and storage space, Tho roar wall of the recrea-
tion building will be used for 4 handball courts. The
play area.contains a wading pool which also can be
used for two basketball courts; and a large game
field, so graded that i t can bo flooded in tho winter
for ice skating, .Around tira gajse field is a double
track; a cinder trade on the inside is separated
by a atrip of pianT.iri^ from an' cuter concrete track
18 ft , wide for r ..0 io ::• £̂3 t ing,wixh the banked curves.
There i s tho usual apparatus for small children and
a-large seating ar^a.

MODEL PLAYGROUND a t . JSvTCTT a n d CASTLETON AVENUES.
122 f t . x 194 ft . Faci l i t ies : Recreation building
and the usual playground apparatus. There is an
octagon?.! wading pool. Tho smaller children will
be'separated from the larger children by a planting
of troeG and shrubs.

Ifeny of these playgrounds will bo equipped with flood

lights to extend the closing hours during the summer months.

All playgrounds will be undo:? the supervision of a director

assigned by the Recreation 2'ivl.rion of the .Deportment of Parks.

(C OT< t inue d)
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With the exception of the aroas r/hich arc devoted

exclusively to one spor t , such as tho basebal l diamond on

the s i t e of tho Ridgewood South Side Pumping S ta t ion , each

playground has a recrea t ion building having a playroom,

l a v a t o r i e s , and a modern heating system, a 40 foot f lagpole ,

adequate p lant ings of shade t r ees and shrubbory, a chlorinated

foot bath through which chi ldren must pass before entering the

wading pool; equipment for younger chi ldren, consis t ing of

swings, s l i d e s , soo-saws and jungle gyms; and handball and

basketba l l courts for older chi ldren . The playgrounds r ; i l l be

equipped with adequate drinking fountains of the typo required

by the Federal Government for army camps.

A number of the s i t e s on which those addi t iona l

playground f a c i l i t i e s have been constructed were acquired by

the Park Department several years ago, but have not been de-

veloped or u t i l i z e d by i t here tofore . Tho Jackson Heights

Playground property was acquired May 11, 1931; 141st Street and

Brook Avenue has been hold by the Department of Parks since

March 5, 1930; of the three parcels comprising the 99 Thompson

St ree t Playground, ono was acquired in December 7, 1929 and the

other two were obtained April 23, 1930, while the s i t e of tho

old house a t Gowanus was acquired July 26, 1926, and the property

a t 95th Street between ^venues K and L passed in to the hands

of the Department April 3, 1924.

The labor and mate r ia l s for the construct ion of

these addi t iona l playground aroas arc being supplied thru w°rk

Helief funds.

After the opening exerc i ses , which wi l l include an

address by Mayor LaGuardia and the ra i s ing of the colors a t

each of the new playgrounds, tho f a c i l i t i e s w i l l be turned over

t o the children of this c i t y . Special entertainment and games

are being arranged for each playground for the opening day.

-End-
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p TRIBOROUGH BRIDGE AUTHORITY o /

111 EIGHTH AVENUE A ' "'

NEW YORK, N. Y.

FOR RELEASE, THURSDAY, JULY 26th. \ "\ 3 cf~

FINAL PLANS ADOPTED FOR
BRONX AND MANHATTAN APPROACHES

The plans for the Bronx and Manhattan Triborough Bridge approaches
and connections to be constructed by the Triborough Bridge Authority have

been definitely decided on.

The Bronx route to the Triborough Bridge will include Southern
Boulevard, Whitlock Avenue and Eastern Boulevard from the bridge head to
Pelham. Bay Park. No substantial changes will be made in Southern Boulevard.
Whitlock Avenue, between Liggett and Hunts Point Avenues, which has been
widened to 170 ft. will be developed as a parkway with two 20 ft. sidewalks
and two 40 ft. roadways separated by a 50 ft. grass plot panel which will
be designed by the Triborough Bridge Authority in cooperation with the City
Park Department. Eastern Boulevard, which is 100 ft. wide, will be paved
60 ft. with two 20 ft. sidewalks. Two bridges will be reconstructed. The
bridge over Bronx River will be reconstructed.so as to:provide a 60 ft.
roadway and two sidewalks each 20 ft. wide. The bridge over Westchester
Creek will be entirely rebuilt so as to provide a central roadway of 60 ft.
and sidewalks 20 ft. wide. The existing bridge over the N. Y. N. H. & H. R.R.

will not require reconstruction.

In Manhattan no change will be made in the original plans
affecting the Harlem arm of the bridge, excepting that a new approach
route will be provided along the East River from York Avenue at 92nd Street
to the bridge at 125th Street and First Avenue. Additional ramps will be
constructed from the bridge to the East River at 123rd Street. The route
along the East River will follow the lines of a marginal boulevard reserved
by the City many years ago. This boulevard will be widened to a minin$» of
100 ft. York Avenue now dead-ends at 92nd Street. The new approach will
carry it to 125th Street.

E N D

Enclosures.
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DEPARTMENT OF PARKS F 0 R

The Arsenal, Central lark
Central Park*
Regent 4-1000, Ext; 31

Starting as "Learn to Swim Week" and ending as a city-wide

"Learn to Swim Month" the campaign being conducted by the Dept. of

Parks will close on Tuesday, July 31st. More than 5000 children in

New York City have registered for the free swimming lessons.

At the end of the "Learn to Swim" campaign a swimming meet

under the auspices of the Division of Recreation will be held in

one swimming pool from each of the five boroughs. Boys and girls

who have received free tickets from any of the Department of ]?ajpk:e

playgrounds are eligible to take the tests. All children who pass

the tests will receive an award of merit.

Applications for entries may be made with the directors of all

Department of Park playgrounds where swimming tickets have been

available during the campaign. The final tests are open to those

children who did not know how to swim before July 1st, 1934.

The following events will be held at these swimming pools

July 31st, 1934*

Manhattan,..,,Riverside Cascades,,134th St,& Broadway,2:00 to 4,
Bronx Jerome Cascades.- 168th St,& Jerome Av»«3:00 to 5.
Richmond.,.Faber Park Pool,.;;Richmond Terrace S.I...,9:00 to

11:35
Brooklyn & Queens,,Betsy Head Pool,, Hopkins on Ave.& Dumont St,

9:00 to 11:30*
The following are the events to be held:

Events for Boys:
Midgets, •..Height Limit., , 4 ' . . • , , 1 5 yard free style
Juniors.•,.Height Limit,,,4*8".-. . . .20 yard free style
Intermediates.Height Limit 5 t4 t?.,..3O yard free s tyle; 40 yard

breaststroke
Events for Girls j
Midgetsi»iHeight L imi t* . .4* , , . . , i l5 yard free style
Juniors. . " " »».4^8".i*»20 yard free style
Intermediates •' " * , , 514",. • .30 yard free s tyle: 40 yard

breastroke,

-end-
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DEPARTMENT OF PARKS FOR RELEASE
Arsena l , C e n t r a l Park JULY 24, 1934,

T e l . Regent 4-1000 P \^l\

The Department of Parks announced today its plan for

the improvement of Owl's Head Park, located in the Bay Ridge

section of Brooklyn at Shore Road, 'Colonial Road and 68th Street.

This twenty-seven acre tract is a part of the old

Bliss estate and is noted for i ts natural rugged beauty, fine

native trees and shrubs.

The park is bounded on two slides by Brooklyn Shore

Drive and on the other two by Colonial Road and 68th Street, The

main entrance is at Colonial Road and 67th Street*

The park is a network of winding paths so arranged

ds to take full advantage of the natural baauty and fine' old

shade trees. One of the finest specimens of the American Beech

tree in thr' gttj^iity is situated within the park.

All paths lead to the Overlook, the only formal area

witbin the park, paved with bluestone, and having a semi-circular

background of Pin Oaks. The path leading through this background

opens into a picturesque concession building of fieldstone

through which there is an entrance into the Overlook, This walk

is especially engaging for it emerges almost instantly from a

path through the woods to a commanding view of the Bay, Staten

Island, the Statue of Liberty and the Harbor of New York. The

building at the entrance to the Overlook as well as the retaining

wall along its harbor side is constructed with the stone salvaged

from the Old Bliss homestead. The labor and materials are being

supplies, by the Department of Public Welfare,

•ther interesting features of the park include

sodded areas to be set aside for informal play, and lounging
«

space. The Old Bliss stables will be used by the Department of

Parks for storage. Adequate drinking fountains, benches and

comfort stations wi. 11 be provided.

-end-
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•DEPARTMENT OF PARES FOR RELEASE
<v~- Arsenal, Central Park JULY 24, 19

Tel. Regent 4-1000 /f\

The Department of Parks announced today its plan f

the improvement of Owl's Head Park, located in the Bay Ridge

section of Brooklyn at Shore Road, Colonial Road and 68th Street.

This twenty-seven acre tract is a part of the old

Bliss estate and is noted for its natural rugged beauty, fine

native trees and shrubs.

The park is bounded on two sides by Brooklyn Shore

Drive and on the other two by Colonial Road and 68th Street. The

main entrance is at Colonial Road and 67th Street*

The park is a network of winding paths so arranged

as to take full advantage of the natural baauty and fine' old

shade trees. One of the finest specimens of the American Beech

tree in this vicinity is situated within the park.

All paths lead to the Overlook, the only formal area

witbin the park, paved with bluestone, and having a semi-circular

background of Pin Oaks. The path leading through this background

opens into a picturesque'concession building of fieldstone ":

through which there is an entrance into the Overlook. This walk

is especially engaging for it emerges almost instantly from a

path through the woods to a commanding view of the Bay, -Staten :

Island, the Statue of Liberty and the Harbor of New York, The

building at the entrance to the Overlook as well as the retaining

wall along its harbor side is constructed with the stone salvaged

from the Old Bliss homestead. The labor and materials are being

supplied-- by the Department of Public Welfare, . .._ •

§ther interesting features of the park include •

sodded areas to be set aside for informal play, and lounging • '..,

space. The Old Bliss stables will be used by the Department of
• - •

Parks for storage. Adequate drinking fountains, benches and;

comfort stations will be provided. .-.

-end-



DEPARTMENT OF PARKS
Arsenal, Central Park
Tol. Regent 4-1000

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
July 23, 1934.

The Park Department announced today the arrangements

covering the transfer of the Ridgewood South Side Pumping

Station property, located at Sunrise Highway and Atlantic Avenue,

Brooklyn, by the City of New York Department of Water Supply,

Gas and Electricity, to the Park Department for development as

a playground.

A temporary permit has been granted to the Department

of Parks by the' City of New York Department of Water Supply, Gas

and Electricity to facilitate the immediate improvement of this

site as a playground, which permit will apply until formal trans-

fer of the property to the Commissioners of the Sinking Fund for

assignment to the Park Department can be ace anplished.

The Department of Parks will construct immediately

a baseball diamond on this tract.

-end-



DEPARTMENT A PARKS FOBSELEASE MONDAY
Arsenal, Ce^ral Park . <Juuly 23, 1934
Tel. Regent 4-1000

)B£EI
^ffu.'

Members of the Jacob Riis Park Swimming Team

will leave on Tuesday, July 24th for Ocean City, N. J.,

to compete in the National Lifeguard Championships be-

ginning Thursday, July 26th in Ocean City, N. J.

Two inter-collegiate swimming champions,

Julius Dolges and Jack Ilulcahy, and George Rowland, Cap-

tain Columbia Swimming Team 1931; Ray Donigan, George

Shienberg, Robert liiller (a member of the Columbia Cham-

pionship Water Polo Team), are among the entrants for

Jacob Riis Park in the events of the National Champion-

ships.

-2nd-



DEPARTMENT (JPPARKS W JQR
Arsenal, Central Park July 21, 1934.
Tel. Regent 4-1000

To fac i l i ta te the issuance of t ickets for free swim-

ming instruction and the handling of telephone calls request-

ing information concerning i t s "Learn to Swim" campaign, the

Department of Parks asks that application be made as follows:

BRONX - Zbrowski Mansion, East 173rd Street and Claremont
Parkway, Claremont Park, Bronx, N. Y.
Telephone - Foundation 8-3000

BROOKLYN - Litchfield Mansion, Prospect Park West and 5th
Street, Prospect Park, Brooklyn, N. Y.
Telephone - South 8-2300

MANHATTAN - The Arsenal, Central Park, 64th Street and 5th
Avenue, New York City.
Telephone - Regent 4-1000

QJJEENS - The Overlook, Union Turnpike and Park Lane, Forest
Park, Kew Gardens, L. I. N. Y.

Telephone - Cleveland 3-4600

RICHMOND - Clove Lake Field House, West New Brighton, Staten
Island, New York.
Telephone - Gibraltar 2-2261.

-End-
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DEPARTMENT OF PARKM ' • ^ R MEDIATE RELEASE.
Arsenal, Central « , W j u l y 20, 1934.
Tel. Regent 4- 1006,

Iferia Theresa, adopted daughter of the late Isadora

Duncan and one of the famous six original Isadora Duncan Dancers,wi^l

be seen in a program of Interpretative Dancing on the m i l , Central

Park, this evening, (July 21st) at 8:30 p.m.

The Municipal Symphony Orchestra of 75 pieces furnished

by the Works Division of the Department of Public Welfare under

Guest Conductor Paul Stassevitch, will play a program of classical

numbers which will be interpreted by this distinguished dancer.

L/frria Theresa does not translate the music into set steps, but

captures i t s mood and intent by simple, natural grace of motion.

The program has been arranged by the Recreation

Division of the Department of Parks. The concert is under the

management of Mr* G.A. Baldini, Director of the Concert Division,

Although I&ria Theresa has made sensational successes

in al l the capitals of Europe in out-of-door dancing, Saturday will

mark her first appearance in this country except in auditorium

• programs. She has danced in New York before distinguished

audiences at Carnegie and Town Halls and in various American c i t ies .

The famous dancer says that the average individual has

lost touch with the ar t is t ic and aesthetic because of the peculiar

economic and industrial conditions which obtain at the present time,

and that programs such as the one to be given by the Minicipal

Orchestra and herself on Saturday afford an opportunity for recovery

of contact with the simple and beautiful in natural surroundings.

End.



WATERS TOTALLY UNF/T FOR BAT///NG.
WATERS OF QUESTiONABLE RURiTr THAT
CAN BE CLEANED.
WA TERS F/T FOR BATN/NG.

SW/MM/NG POOLS TO BE BU/L T
1MMEOJATELV BY DEPY. OF PARKS.

1. HAMIL TON FISH PARK. 10. MCCARREN PARK. ,
6. HI6HBRIDE RESERVO/R. 12. SUNSET PARK.
4. THOMAS JEFFERSON PARK I?. ASTORIA PARK
8.CR0T0NA PARK. 22.ST. ALBANS PARK.

23. UNNAMED PARK AREA.

ADD/T/ONAL POOLS TO BE ESTAB-
LiSHED BY OEPT. OFPAR/CS.

2. D*WITT CLINTON PARK 9. ST. MARYS PARK.
7. VAN CORTLANDT PARK. /€. Bi/SMWCK PARK.
II. RED HOOK PARK. IS. BLAKE & EUCL/D AVES.
13. DYKER BEACH PARK. I6. CORONA PARK.
14. JACOB RIIS PARK. 20. K/SSENA PAR/f.
jr RIVERSIDE DRIVE AT 75™ ST.
S. NT. MORRIS PARK.

19. CHISHOLM PARK.
21. FOREST PARK.

Jf

RICHMOND

B A Y



BRONX

QUEENS

OOHL YN

J~CALB IN

o 4000 epoo 12,000

PREPARED BY DEPT. OF PARKS



T OF P/ Arsenal, Central Wtk ; flfc
T e l . Regelit 4 - loW, . WIR RELEASE MONDAY,

JULY 23, 1934.

PUBLIC SWIMMING FACILITIES
IN NEW YORK CITY.

The Park Department has for several weeks been

studying in tens ive ly the perennial problem of outdoor summer bathing

f a c i l i t i e s for the public in New York City and i t s boundary waters .

We have consulted the heads of the Health and Sani ta t ion Departments

and have had t h e i r cooperation. As a r e s u l t , we have come to

c e r t a i n conclusions and have developed a p r a c t i c a l program to meet

present and future condi t ions .

I t i s an undeniable fac t that adequate opportuni t ies

for summer bathing cons t i t u t e a v i t a l r ec rea t iona l need of the c i t y .

I t i s no exaggeration to say tha t the hea l th , happiness, eff ic iency

and order l iness of a large number of the c i t y ' s r e s i d e n t s , espec ia l ly

in the summer months, are tremendously affected by the presence or

absence of adequate swimming and bathing f a c i l i t i e s . We a re p ro -

viding addi t iona l wading pools for chi ldren as f a s t as we can by

supplementing those a l ready furnished by the park and other c i t y

departments. This, however, does not meet the problem of any but

small chi ldren, and docs not help the l a rge r ch i ld ren and adults a t

a l l .

I t i s one of tho t ragedies of New York l i f e , and a

monument t o past indifference, wasto, se l f i shness and stupid

planning that the magnificent na tura l boundary waters of the c i t y

have been in a large measure destroyed for rec rea t iona l purposes by

haphazard i n d u s t r i a l and commercial developments, and by po l lu t ion

through sewage, t rado and other v/asto.

All c i t i zens past middle ago can remember the time when

there was good swimming and even f i sh ing in most of our boundary

waters . That time, however, i s pas t , and, as to most of our shore

l i n e , a t l e a s t for many years t o come, beyond r e c a l l . We must

frankly recognize the condit ions as they are and make our plans

accordingly.

Continued.
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As to simmer bathing and swimming facilities in our

boundary waters, we have prepared a map which indicates not only

presently polluted waters, but those which are in a l l likelihood

bound to bo polluted for many years to cone. While these waters

nay be useful and even attractive for other purposes, we must

dismiss them from consideration in connection with the study of

bathing. On this map we have indicated in black the waters which

must be considered as totally unfit for bathing, and by cross-

hatching those where bathing may continue or which can be made safe

for bathing by various remedial measures and p re cations against

pollution.

The net result, eliminating areas not primarily devoted

to industrial or shipping use and those where serious pollution

is likely to continue, is that only the following waters may be

considered for future bathing:

In the Bronx, along the Long Island Sound shore from

Throggs Neck to the Westchester County line.

In Queens, the westerly and southerly shores of Little

Neck Bay, southerly shore of Rockaway Inlet, and a l l of the ocean

front from Rockaway Point to Nassau County line.

In Brooklyn, the northerly shore of Rockaway Inlet,

and westerly along the ocean shore as far as Seagate.

In Richmond, the ocean shore from Fort Wadsworth

southerly to the southerly tip of Staten Island.

The problem therefore resolves itself into one of provid-

ing open-air swimming pools properly located in the more congested

sections. The only existing publicly operated open-air pools in

the city are at Betsy Head Park, Brooklyn, and Fabor Park,

Staten Island. The .pool at the Rice Stadium in the Bronx is not

usable. For purposes of rass bathing in summer the present smal]

indoor city pools are of l i t t l e value.

Continued.
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After careful consideration, we have concluded that such pools

should be established in the following areas in the several boroughs:

MANHATTAN;

Highbridge Reservoir at 173d St. & Amsterdam Ave.

Hamilton Fish Park, Willett St. & East Houston St.

Riverside Drive at 75th St.

Mt. Morris Park at 5th Ave. & 122nd St.

DeWitt Clinton Park at 11th *ve. & 53d St.

Thos. Jefferson Park at 1st Ave. & 122th St.

BRONX:

Crotona Park at Fulton Ave. & 173d St.

St. Mary's Park at St. Ann's Ave. & East 149th St.

Van Cortlandt Park

BROOKLYN:

McCarren Park at Berry St. & Lorimer St.

Sunset Park at 5th Ave. & 43d St.

Red Hook Park at Hicks St. & Lorraine St.

Bushwick Park, Knickerbocker Ave. & Willoughby Ave.

tyker Beach Park, 86th St. & 14th Ave.

Unnamed area, Blake & Euclid Aves.

QUEENS;

Astoria Park, Shore Boulevard & 23d Ave.

St. Aibans Park, Merrick Road & Linden Boulevard.

Flushing Meadows on the Grand Central Parkway Extension.

Kissena Park at Kissena Boulevard and North Hempstead Turnpike.

Chisholrn Park at College Point.

Jacob Riis Park.

Forest Park, Myrtle *-ve. & Woocihaven Boulevard.

RICHMONDi

Unnamed area, New Brighton.

(Continued)
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The only resources at our command for constructing these

pools are relief funds. These resources are inadequate to begin work

on a l l of the pools at the same time. We have, therefore, concluded

to begin work immediately on the following pools:

Manhattan:

Highbridge Reservoir at 173d St. & Amsterdam Ave.

Hamilton Fish Park, Willett St. & East Houston St.

Thos. Jefferson Park at 1st Ave. & 112th St.

Bronx;

Grotona Tark at Fulton Ave. & 173d St.

Brooklyn;

McCarron Park at Berry St. & Loriner St.

Sunset Park at 5th Avo. & 43d St.

Queens;

Astoria Park, Shore Boulevard & 23d Ave.

St.Albans lark, Lferrick Road & Linden Boulevard

Richmond;

Unnamed area, New Brighton.

We have started designing these pools. Typical cross-

sections will bo used wherever possible so as to simplify this work

and take advantage of standard plans. Wo expect to commence the

actual work of excavation in about a month.

The pools begun at this tine will be ready for use next

summer. The others will be designed during the late fal l and

winter, and actual construction can bo started on then in the

spring if relief or other funds are made available.

In the meantime, so far as relham Bay and other boundary

waters are concerned, where swimming is to be provided next summer,

wo shall work in close cooperation with the Health and Sanitation

authorities to eliminate present pollution.

We- believe that when these plans are carried out, the

public summer bathing faci l i t ies of the city will be reasonably

adequate.
ROBERT MOSES,

Commissioner,
END.



' J. DEPARTMENT OF-f^lks Ov 0 / ( )Q~?t/WB IMMEDIATE RELEASE
^ - Arsenal, CentraBiark T ^ ^ A ' <Arsenal, Centra^fark Y j M ^

Tel.Regent 4-1OO0 \ v\

Mayor La Gaardia dedicated and opened simultaneously

today (July 15th) a t 3 P.M., nine War Memorial Playgrounds

which were acquired and erected by the War Memorial Fund, turned

over to the Department of Parks for the development of this

project. This fund was increased through investment by the

City Chamberlain from approximately $250,000 in 1921 to $350,000.

Released by a court decree, these funds have been used in pur-

chasing the property for the new children's playgrounds in the

five boroughs, two of which are located in Manhattan, one in

Brooklyn, two in Queens, two inRichmond and two in the Bronx.

Each playground has one completely equipped play area,

with a chlorinated wading pool, a brick field house with com-

fortable play rooms for boys and g i r l s , and a heating plant.

Ample space has been set aside for mothers and small children.

A flag pole surrounded by a stone seat, topped with a bronze

collar , stands in t r ibu te , while a bronze tablet on each recrea-

tion building records the name of the soldier to \7hom the play-

ground is dedicated.

The playgrounds vary in size from one-third of an acre

to three acres. Further improvements of the playgrounds outside

of the play area in landscaping and tree planting have been made

possible by the Forks Division of the Department of Public Wel-

fare. These are the f i r s t completely equipped units to be added

to the park system of the City by the present administration and

are the only modern playgrounds in the City.

Names of those to whom the memorial playgrounds are

dedicated were chosen by World ?/ar Veterans Organizations and the

various Divisional Associations. These men who gave up their

l ives for their country, were a l l enlisted men ki l led in action,

who had either lived near 'the playgrounds bearing their names

or within the boroughs. Each man was well thought of in his

community.
(Continued)
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In addition to the above considerations, the men were

selected in the main from the three distinctive New York City-

Divisions, namely; the 42nd or Rainbow Division, the 27'th-New

York National Guard and the 77th-National Army Division.

Location of the various playgrounds and the man in whose

memory each is dedicated follow:

MANHATTAN

Playground at 528 East 12th Street - in memory of -

JOSEPH C. SAUER

Private, Company F, 308th Infantry; 77th Division.
/ Wounded in action in the Argonne, October 2, 1918.
V Died from wound October 5, 1918.

Playground at 47 West 138th Street -in memory of -

WILLIAM McCRAY

Corporal, Company D, 369th Infantry, U.S.A., Unit
of 161st French Division, killed in action in the
Champagne Sector on September 12, 1918.

BROOKLYN

Playground at 80-100 Grand Street and South First
Street, Williamsburg, - in memory of -

WILLIAM E. SHERIDAN

A member of the Police Department of the City of New
York Shield Number 6871, attached to the 82nd Precinct
Station, Brooklyn, New York; killed in action on
October 1st, 1918, at Montfaucon France; while serving
as Corporal of Company B; 313th Infantry, 79th Divi-
sion.

QUEENS

Playground at 138th Place, 91st Street and Archer Ave-
nue, Jamaica, - in memory of-

HOWARD A. VON DOHLEN

Sergeant, Company B; 105th M.G. Btn., 27th Division;
killed in action on the morning of October 17th, 1918,
while commanding a Machine Gun Section in the Battle
of La Selle River, St. Supplet, France.

(Continued)
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Playground at 113th and 114tli Avenue's, between 196th and

197th S t r ee t s , Hollis Fores t , S t . Albans, - in memory of-

DANIEL M. O'CONNELL

P r i v a t e , Company A, 165th Infantry , 42nd Division,
k i l l e d in ac t ion a t the River Ourcq, France, on
July 29, 1918, awarded the Groix de Guerre.

RICHMOND

Playground at Forest and Myrtle Avenues, I7est Brighton -
in memory of -

AUSTIN J. MCDONALD

Corporal, Company E,107th Infantry, 27th Division,
killed in action on the Hindonburg Line, St. Quentin Canal,
France, September 29, 1918.

Playground at Tompkins Avenue and Chestnut Street - in
memory of -

NICHOLAS DE MATTI

Private, 1st Cl. Company K, 310th Infantry, 78th Divi-
sion, killed in action on the St. Mihiel Sector, North
Thiaucourt, France, September 5, 1918.

BRONX

Playground a t Barker Avenue, Ol inv i l l e Avenue and B r i t t o n
S t ree t - in memory of -

LOUIS ZIMMERMAN

Corporal, Headquarters Company, 305th In fan t ry , 77th
Divis ion , k i l l e d in ac t i on on November 5, 1918 in the
Argonne Meuse Offensive.

Playground a t 188th S t r e e t and Hughes Avenue - in mem-
ory of - v- -" -

VINCENT CICCiiRONE

P r i v a t e , Company B, 305th In fan t ry , 77th Division,
wounded in a c t i o n on September 27, 1918 a t Argonne
F o r e s t , died as a r e s u l t of wounds, January 10, 1920,
U.S.A. General Hospi ta l #2, For t Me Henry, Maryland.

The ded ica t ion ceremonies a t the William E. Sheridan .

Playground, 80 Grand S t r e e t , Brooklyn, were broadcast to each

of the other playgrounds and amplif ied by separa te publ ic ad-

dress systems. The ceremonies included the unvei l ing of t a b l e t s

commemorating the World war Veterans in memory of whom the

playgrounds are named, the dedica t ion of the colors on the memo-

r i a l f lagpole a t each plajrground, and appropr ia te simple m i l i t a r y

services.
-End-

J



Arssnal, Central Psa~«B ' (Xalv 15, 1554}
t?el. Heseat 4-1000 W

>f?-;"cr Is ~->;^riia deciosiied s~.c. opened 3Lr.ulbs;.eousIy

. Depsrt:rient of Parks for the -ievsiopmsni; cf -^his r r - j ea t . This "furd w?s

increased through inva-st-.an't by the City Chsjr.berlain frca ?prrexicr-r,aly

$250,000 in 1S21 to -̂ 5CSCGO. Reie^sed by a court decree* these funds h?7s

been used in purchasing'ths ere party for the r.ew children's pleyerci^nds is

tha five boroughs, vso cf nhich are loceta'l-'in Vsnhattsn, one in Brooklyn*

two in "Queens> two in Richr.ond end two in the Bronx.

Fach pis;/tro^r;d has or.e oonrletely equipped olsy sree, yrith

a chlorinated wading pool, a brick field ho-uss vrith comfortable plsy roccis

for boys and girls# and a hasting plent. Ar.oie scaoe has been set sside for

mothers and saal l children, A flag pole surrounded by a stone seat, topped

with.a brans© collar , stands in t r ibute , while a bronze tablet on each

recreation building records the nsme of-the soldier to "whom the playground

i s dedicated.

• The playgrounds vary in sise fron one-third of an pcre to

three acres. Further improvements of the playgrounds outside of the play

. area in landscaping end t ree planting have OBQH mede possible by the Torks

Division of the Department cf Public Tfalfara.- These are the f i r s t completely

equipped units to be added, to the park systen cf the ^ity by the present

administration and are the only modem pleygrcunds in the City.

IJFffiss of those to whom the nerceriai playgrounds ere dedicated

• were chosen by World ™f?r Veterans Organizetions end the various Bivisiorsl

Associations, These men who gsve up their lives for their country* were a l l

enlisted men killed in action, who had either lived near the playgrounds

bearing their nsses or within the boroughs. Tr-ch man ^es well thought cf in

his oosaaunity.

(Continued)
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In sedition to tt-2 acrre considerations, tha n:sn were selected in ti>3

main frcn the three distinctive lies Tcrk City DiTisioas, namely; t ia 42nd or

Eainbew DiTisici, the 27t>i-:-Ie-* York National Guard and the ?7tn-:iaticnal Amy

Division*

Location of the various playgrounds and the L̂ an in ?rhose nenory eacri

ia dedicated follow:

3SAISATTAK

Playground a t 588 2ast 12th S t r e e t - in memory of -

JOSEPH C. SAE3R

P r i v a t e , Company ? . 303th Infan t ry ; 77th Div is ion .
Woxaded in ac t ion in t h s Argonse* October 2 , 1913.
Died from wound October 5 , 1918.

Playground at 47 West 138th S t r e e t - in memory of -

W32XIA21 TicCRAY

Corporal, Company U» 369th Infant ry , U.S.A., Unit of
161st French Division, k i l l e d in ac t ion in the Champagne
Sector on September 12, 1918.

BROOKLYN

Playground at 80-100 Grand Street and South First Street,
'^illiainsburg, - in memory of -

TELLIAM E. SHERIDAN

A maaber of the Police Department of the City of New York,
Shield Number 6871, attached to the 8£nd Precinct Station,
Brooklyn, New York; killed in action on October 1st, 1913,
at Hontfaucon France; while serving as Corncra! of Company
B; 313th Infantry, 7Sth Division.

Playground at 138th.Place, 91st Street and Archer Avenue,
jaaaica, - in memory of -

H07IAHD A. YON DCHLSN

Sergeant, Canpany B; 105th M.G. Btn., 27th Division; killed
in action on the inorning of October 17th, 1913, while
commanding a Machine Gun Section in the Battle of La Salle
River, St. Supplet, France.

(Continued)
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Playground at lloti; aid 114th Avenues, between ISSth ac.4 137th

Street*,, Hoilis Forest, St. Albans, - i s menory of - .

Prirats, Corapŝ y A, 165th Infantry, iZad ^3.Tiiion, killed
in action et th« Siver Curcq, Franoa, en -Jjly 25, 1818,
awarded the Croix de C-uerre.

RICHMOND

Playgrovaac a t Fora3t and Myrt le AvexiU93, "i/est Brighton - i n
memory of -

AUSTIH j . MCDONALD

Corporal, Company 5, 107th Infantry, 27th Division killed
in actioa on the Eindenburg Line, St. Quentia Canal, France,
September 29, Isle,

Playground at Tompkina Avenue and Chestnut Street - in r.esvory
of - '

JTICHOLAS DS ICAITI

Private, 1st Cl. Company K, 310th Infantry, 78th Division,
killed in action on the St. Ĵ ihiel Sector, North Thiaucourt,
France, September 5, 1S18.

Playground at Barker Avenue, Qlinville Avenue and Britten
Street - in aemory of -

LOUIS ZIMMSBLUI

Corporal, Headquarters Company, 305th Infrantry, 77th Division,
killed in action on November 5, 1918 in the Argonne Meuse
Offensive*

Playground at 188th Street and Eughas Avenue - in memory of -

VINCENT CICCASQUE

Private, Company B, 305th Infantry, 77th Division, wounded
in action on September 27, 1918 at Argonne Forest, died as
a result of wounds, January 10, 1920, U.S.A. General Hospital
#2, Fort McHenry, Maryland.

The dedication ceremonies at the Willian 3. Sheridan Playground,

80 Grand Street, Brooklyn, were broadcast to each of the other playgrounds

and amplified by separate public address systems. The ceremonies included

the unveiling of tablets cozsmemorating the 'World War Veterans in memory

of whom the playgrounds are named, the dedication, of the colors on the

memorial flagpole at each playground, and appropriate siaple military

services.

-Sad-



DSPiRIM^T OF P1SIS ^ C O P T KK^MSDIAfl wert«ftf«
Arsenal, Central Paris (J&Ly 15, 1954)
fel. Regent 4-1000

Mayor La Guardia dedicated and opened Simultaneously

today (July 15th) at 3 P.M., nine War Memorial Playgrounds whioh were

aoquired and erected by the War Memorial Fund, turned over to the

Department of Parks for the development of this project. This fund was

increased through investment by the City Chamberlain from approximately

}250,000 in 1921 to $350,000. Released by a court decree, these funds have

been used in purchasing the property for the new children's playgrounds in

the five boroughs, two of which are located-in Manhattan, one in Brooklyn,

two in Queens, two in Richmond end two in the Bronx.

Each playground has one completely equipped play area, with

a chlorinated wading pool, a briok field house with comfortable play rooms

for boys and girls, and a heating plant, /jnple spaoe has been set aside for

mothers and small children. A flag pole surrounded by a stone seat, topped

with a bronze collar, stands in tribute, while a bronze tablet on each

reoreation building records the name of the soldier to whom the playground

is dedicated.

The playgrounds vary in size from one-third of an acre to

three aores. Further improvements of the playgrounds outside of the play

area in landscaping and tree planting have been made possible by the Works

Division of the Department of Public Welfare. These are the first completely

equipped units to be added to the park system of the ^ity by the present

administration and are the only modern playgrounds in the City.

Nemes of those to whom the memprial playgrounds are dedicated

were chosen by World War Veterans Organizations and the various Divisional

Associations. These men who gave up their lives for their country, were all

enlisted men killed in action, who had either lived near the playgrounds

bearing their names or within the boroughs. Each man was well thought of in

his community.

(Continued)
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In addition to the above considerations, the sen were selected in the

main from the three distinctive Hew York City Divisions, namely; the 42nd or

Rainbow Division, the 27th-New York National Guard and the 77th-National Arjny

Division*

Location of the various playgrounds and the man in whose memory each

i s dedicated follow:

MANHATTAN

Playground at 528 Bast 12th Street - in memory of -

JOSEPH C. SAUER

Private, Company F. 308th Infantry; 77th Division*
Wounded in action in the Argonne, October 2, 1918*
Died from wound October 5, 1918*

Playground at 47 West 138th Street - in memory of -

WILLIAM MCCRAT

Corporal, Company D, 369th Infantry, U.S.A., tfait of
161st Trench Division, killed in action in the Champagne
Seetor on September 12, 1918.

BROOKLYN

Playground at 80-100 Grand Street and South First Street,
Williamsburg, - in memory of -

WILLIAM E. SHERIDAN

A member of the Police Department of the City of New York,
Shield Number 6871, attached to the 82nd Precinct Station,
Brooklyn, New York; killed in action on October 1st, 1918,
at Montfaueon France; while serving as Corporal of Company
B; 313th Infantry, 79th Division.

Q.TJEENS

Playground at 133th Place, 91st Street and Archer Avenue,
Jamaica, - in memory of -

HOWARD A. TON DOHLEN

Sergeant, Company B; 105th M.G. Btn., 27th Division; killed
in action on the morning of October 17th, 1918, while
commanding a Machine Gun Section in the Battle of La Salle
River, St. Supplet, France.

(Continued)
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Playground a t 113th and 114th Avenues, between 196th and 197th

S t r e e t s , Ho l l i s Fores t , S t . Albans, - i n memory of -

DANIEL M. O'CONNELL

Private* Company A, 165th In fan t ry , 42nd Divis ion, k i l l e d
in ae t ion a t the River Quroq, France, on July 29, 1918,
awarded the Croix de Guerre,

BICHMOHD

Playground at Forest and Myrtle Avenues, West Brighton - in
memory of -

AUSTIN J. MCDONALD

Corporal*.Company E, 107th Infantry, 27th Division, killed
in aotio» on the Hindenburg Line, St. Quentin Canal, Franoe,
September 29, 1918.

Playground at Tompkins Avenue and Chestnut Street - in memory
of -

NICHOLAS DE MATTI

Private, 1st Cl. Company K, 310th Infantry, 78th Division,
killed in action on the St. Mihiel Sector, North fhiauoourt,
France, September 5, 1918.

BBOHX

Playground at Barker Avenue, Olinville Avenue and Britton
Street - in memory of -

LOUIS ZIMMEBMAN

Corporal, Headquarters Company, 305th Infrantry, 77th Division,
killed in action on November 5, 1916 in the Argonne Meuse
Offensive*

Playground at 188th Street and Hughes Avenue - in memory of -

VINCENT CICCABONE

Private, Company B, 306th Infantry, 77th Division, wounded
in action on September 27, 1918 at Argonne Forest, died as
a result of wounds, January 10, 1920, U.S.A. General Hospital
#2, Fort McHenry, Maryland.

The dedication ceremonies at the William E. Sheridan Playground,

80 Grand Street, Brooklyn, were broadcast to each of the other playgrounds

and amplified by separate public address systems* The ceremonies included

the unveiling of tablets commemorating the World War Veterans in memory

of whom the playgrounds are named, the dedication of the colors on the

memorial flagpole at each playground, and appropriate simple military

services*

-End-



DEPARTMENT OF PARKS
A r s e n a l , Cen t ra l Pi
T e l . Eegant 4-1000

immediate Re lease
July 14 , 1934 f

NEAREST RELATIVES

MANHATTAN

JOSEPH C. SAUER PLAYGROUND - 528 East 12th Street (Mother)

V :

Mrs. Antoinette Lindner, 136 E. 7th Street, New York City

" /WILLIAM McCBAY PLAYGROUND - 47 Wost 138th Stieet
Matthew McCray (father) 460 West 147th Street
Julia McCray (mother)

BROOKLYN

WILLIAM E. SHERIDAN PLAYGROUND - 80-100 Grand Street

Mrs. Vellas 3robst ( s i s t e r ) 102 — 74th S t r ee t , Brooklyn

HOWARD A. YON D̂OHLEN PLAYGROUND - 138th Place, 91st Avenue and

Archer Avenue, Jamaica

Martin J . Von Dohlen (father) 89-07 —- 87th S t ree t , Woodhaven, L . I .

DAFIEL M. O'CQEHELL PLAYGROUCTD - 113-114th Avenues, Hollis Fores t ,
S t . Albans

Mrs. Mary 0'Connell (mother) 87-28 Bruce Place, Rocka\uay Beach, N.Y.

RICHMOm)

/ AUSTIH J . McDOKALD PLAYGROUND - F o r e s t and M y r t l e Avenues, West
Brighton

Austin McDonald (father) 215 Hart Boulevard - West Now Brighton,
S. I.

NICHOLAS DaBfê TI- TLAYSKOXKD - Tornpkins .Avenue cyid Chsstilut Street

Mrs. Lucy Marino ( s i s t e r ) 34 Ormond Place , Rosebank, S. I .

BRONX

\J VINCENT CICCARONE PLAYGROUND - 1 8 8 t h S t r e e t and Hughes Avenue

Adam Ciccarone (brother) 2659 Bainbridge Avenue, Bronx 4

LOUIS ZBfflEEMAN PLAYGROUND - Barker Avenue, Ol invi l l* Avenue

J
and Britton Street

Mrs. Joseph Zim&erman (mother) 1136 Clay Avenue, Bronx.



SAU1R FLA1

528 East J P h S t r ee t , New York, N.

HISTORY OF

JOSEPH C. SAUER

Joseph C. Sauer was born in P i t t sburgh , Pa. , May 8,
1896. He was the only ch i ld . His family moved to New
York in the neighborhood of the park v;hen he was one year
old. He was graduated from the Redeinptorist Parochial
School on East Fourth S t r ee t , between Avenues A and B,
a t the age of 14.

He was a member of the Boys Club for ten years , and
one of the most prominent a t h l e t e s ever produced by tha t
organizat ion. Ke was a member of the Boys Club Easket
Ball Team and Soccer Toaiu, He was a lso prominent in
Track events , being a consis tent point winner in I n t e r -
Club Meets.

After graduating from school, Sauer s t a r t e d to work
for the Western E l e c t r i c Company. From there he obtained
a pos i t ion with a Si lk House as a Si lx Examiner. At the
death of his grandfather, Sauer and h i s mother took over
h i s grandfa ther ' s business , namely; basket manufacturing.
This business he continued in u n t i l he entered the army
on September 28, 1917, a t which t ine he was the only sup-
port of a widowed mother. Ke was sent to Camp Upton.
He was appointed a Bugler and assigned to Company F,
308th Infantry , 77th Division.

On April 6, 1918, his uni t sa i led for France and f i r s t
saw ac t ion in the Baccarat Sector in May, 1918. Pr ivate
Sauer went through the f igh t ing on tho Vesle, the St . Ivlihiel
offensive and s t a r t ed the Meuse Argonne.

On October 7, 1918, a detachment of h i s company was
cut off in the Forest of the Argonne and i t became nece-
ssary to get word to them through tho t e r r i f i c enemy
barrage. One man a f t e r the other was sent with a message
and fa i l ed to r e tu rn . F ina l ly , Sauer volunteered to
carry the msseage through. On hi a way he was shot in
one leg but managed to get to the company and get back to
h i s coimnariding off icer . Just before he got back he was
shot in the other leg and f e l l . Although severely wound-
ed he managed to crawl forward and was able to del iver
h is message before he f e l l unconscious. He died a few
days l a t e r in the hosp i ta l from wounds.

For th i s ac t of bravery, Pr ivate Joseph C. Sauer
was awarded the Distinguished Service Cross by General
Pershing for extraordinary heroism in ac t ion .

After the war his body was brought back from France.



*
McCRAY rLAYGROUND -

47 West 158th Street, New York, N. Y.'

HISTORY OF

WILLIAM McCRAY

William McCray, son of Matthew and Julia McCray,

was born in New York City, February 7, 1898. He was

graduated from the New York Public School. He enlisted

at Now York City, June 4, 1917, in the 15th Infantry

N.Y.N. G., now known as the 369th Infantry.

His regiment sailed for France on December 12, 1917

and shortly after its arrival in that country became

part of the 161st Division of France under the command

of General Levauc.

Corporal McCray was killed in action in a local

Infantry attack in the Champagne Sector on September 12,

1918.



#

SHERIDAN PLAYGROUND -
80-100 Grand S t r e e t , Brooklyn, N. Y.

HISTORY OF

WILLIAM E. SHERIDAN

William E. Sheridan was born a t Hawley, Pennsyl-
vania, October 20, 1893. He was the son of James and
Mary Sheridan. He was educated in the loca l schools and
l e f t for New York City in 1911, \?here he was employed.
He was appointed to the New York' City Pol ice Department
on October.22, 1917. His po l i ce o f f i c e r ' s sh ie ld was
No. 6871 and he was at tached to the 82nd Prec inc t in the
Borough of Brooklyn. While a member of the Pol ice De-
partment he was awarded commendation by the Pol ice Honor
Legion for an a c t of conspicuous bravery, from which he
received serious injuries requiring hospitalization.

Sheridan enlisted in New York City on May 29, 1918
and was assigned to the 19th Company, 152nd Depot Brigade
and was transferred on June 22nd, to Company B, 313th In-
fantry, 79th Division. He left the United States in this
Division for overseas duty on July 8, 1918. He died of
wounds from rachine gun bullets in the field in the Battle
of the Argonne on October 1, 1918. He was buried in the
Province of Avocourt, France and his body was shipped to
his home in Hawley, Pennsylvania and re interred on July 17,
1920. He was buried in this country with full military
honors, in charge of the Honor Legion, for having lived
up to that Division's slogan, "Until Death".

American Legion Post No. 1059, composed of members
of the New York City Police Department, is known as the
William E. Sheridan Police Post and is named after this
man who gave his life for his country. This playground
purchased and built with funds for the erection of the
war memorial is dedicated to his memory.



VON DOHLEN »YGROUND- _
158th Place, 91st Avenue and Archer Avenue, Q,ue ens

HISTORY OF

HOWARD A. VON DOHLEN

CITATION FOR GALLANTRY IN ACTION
(SILVER STAR)

(POSTHUMOUS AWARD)

HOWARD AMES VON DOHLEN (Army Serial

No. 1209372), sergeant, Company B, 105th

Machine Gun Battalion, 27th Division,

American Expeditionary Forces. For gal-
-t-

lantry in action at Lcmpire Post, France,

September 27, 1918. On three separate

occasions Sergeant Von Dohlen volunteered

and carried wounded men to the dressing

station, having to pass through a heavy

counter-barrage of enemy a r t i l l e ry and

machine-gun f i re .

Sergeant Howard A. Von Dohlen, son of Mrrtin James
and Mary Elizabeth Von Dohlen, was born A??ril 15, 1895 in
New York City. After graduating from the Public School he
entered the employ of the Stock Exchange Firm of V. C. Brown
and Company, No',1 York City, in whose employ he stayed unt i l
he enlisted in Troop D, Squadron A, Cavalry, N.Y.N.G. in
June 191,7. This unit la ter became known as the 105th
Machine Gun Battalion, 27th Division.

At the time of Sergeant Von Dohlenfs enlistment his
residence was 1540 Clinton Avenue, Ozone Park, L.I. He
was a member of the Menfe Club Epiphany Church of Ozone
Park and Superintendent of the Sunday School Epiphany P.E.
Church.

(Continued)
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Von Dohlen was appointed Corporal while h i s un i t
was in Spartanburg, S. G. during the winter of 1917-18 and
by h i s eff ic iency was promoted to Sergeant shor t ly before
h i s un i t sa i l ed for France in May 1918.

Sergeant Von Dohlen was in every engagement and
b a t t l e in which the 27th Division took par t up to the date
of h is death, \vThich occurred on October 17, 1918, while
commanding a Machine G-un Section in the Bat t le of La
Sel le River, S t . Supplet, France.

He w i l l always be remembered by those who knew
him as a ga l l an t so ld ie r and a man of splendid character .

*End*



O«COKHELL PMYGRGUND- A

115 & 114 Mmst1 Hollls Fores t , St. Alwms, Q.ueens

HISTORY "OF

DANIEL M. O'COMELL

Daniel M. O'Connell was born in New York City
on May 8th, 1900. His family moved to Rockaway Beach
when he was seven years old. He attended Public School
44 and served as a l t a r boy a t St. Rose of Lima's Church.

He en l i s t ed June 27, 1918 a t the age of 18 years ,
in the 23rd Regiment and went to the Mexican border where
he saw considerable se rv ice . He returned in the summer of
1917 and was t ransfer red to the old 69th Regiment which
l a t e r became the 165th and sa i l ed for France with the
Rainbow Division in October of tha t year.

He was k i l l e d in ac t ion July 29, 1918 during
the Ourcq Offensive and word of h is death was f i r s t .
contained in a Government report to his mother, Mrs.
Mary O'Connell of Beach 88th S t r e e t , Rockaway Beach, N.Y. ,
l a t e September.

He was c i ted for bravery and decorated with
the Croix de Guerre and is. said to have been tho youngest
so ld ie r so decorated. He was only 18 years of age
when he gave up h is l i f e .

The remains of the heroic young so ld ie r v/ere
brought to t h i s country a t the request of h i s family
and arr ived July 19, 1921.



MCDONALD PLAYGROUND-
Forest and Myrtlo Avenues, Richmond

HISTORY OF

AUSTIN J. MoDONALD

Austin J. McDonald, son of Austin and Ellen

(deceased) McDonald, was torn October 26, 1892 in New

York City. He was graduated from Curtis High School,

Staten Island in 1909 and from City College of Nev; York

with an A. B. in 1913. He then studied Accountancy at

New York University and was employed as Auditor for the

Penn Coal and Coke Company until War was declared. On

April 6, 1917 he enlisted in Company E, 107th Infantry,

27th Division and was killed in action at St. Quentln

Canal, Hindenburg Line, France, on September 29, 1918.

His body was brought back to the United States

and interred in Greenwood Cemetery.
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ZIMMERMAN PLAYGROUND -
Barker Avenue, Olinvillo Avenue and Britton Street, Bronx

HISTORY OF

LOUIS ZIMMERMAN

Corporal Louis Zimmeriran, son of Joseph and

Julia Zimmerman, was one of a family of eight. He was

born on April 20, 1895 in the neighborhood of 92nd Street

and 3rd Avenue, Manhattan. He attended Public School

#27 and later graduated from Morris High School. Be-

fore entering the Army he was employed as a Motorcycle

Mechanic.

At the time of his entering service his home was

at 1352 V$)38t&r Avenuft.,'.Bronx, ;.'•.

Corporal Zimmerman was a member of Headquarters

Company 305th Infantry, 77th Division and was in numerous

engagements and battles in which his regiment took part,

until November 5, 1918 when he was killed in action in

the Argonne Meuse Offensive.



*" CICCARONE HfAYGg
188th S t r e e t and^Fughos Avenue,
New York, N.Y.

HISTORY OF

VINClffD CJCCARONE

Vincent Ciccarone, the youngest son and the last of the children
of Domenico and Cleuiiice Ciccarons. first saw the light of day on the early
morning of November 26th, 1886, in Tufiilo, Province of Chieta, Abbruzzi,
Italy (Adriatic Sea),

His early days were spent in companionship with his older brothers
and sisters who were six in number, nranoly, H=nry, P^ul, Flora, Nicholas,
Auam (the only member at present residing in the United States) and Giaconda,

From the age of six years to tho age of twelve years, Vincent
was tutored in the elementary schools of the township and there received
his early training. After completion of his elementary career, he decided
to attend the Gymnasium, in this country better known as "high school". At
the age of eighteen years his high school education was successfully com-
pleted and during this period Vincent's interest manifested itself in
music and spent much time in the study of musical topics. His musical
studies were abruptly put aside by the call to military service, which was
compulsory when young men reached the age of twenty years. He remained
under military discipline for three years, whereby he also progressed
mentally by studying courses prescribed by military council and developed
physically by routine calisthenics. During the time of his military career
he received a medal of honor as a "sharp shooter" and upon the completion
of his military duty, he was awarded the rank of "Corporal" in the Infantry.

Vincent again returned to his native province and decided to
venture into business. He remained there until the age of twenty-five
years, when the urge of leaving this province became strong and after much
cogitation, resolved to embark for America, th6 land of opportunities.
Upon arriving in New York City, he was greeted by his brother Adam, and
resided with him for two years. It was at this time that he made known
his intentions to become & citizen of the United States and prepared him-
self to obtain this privilege.

Again he desired to migrate, and his next choice of residence
was Norfolk, N.Y. There in this small city, he opened a general store
and continued his pursuit of music. He remained in Norfolk until he was
called to military duty by the United States Government in November, 1917.

(continued)



DEPARTMENT OF -mfks FOPniMEDIATE RELEASE
Arsenal, Central Park July 14. 1934
Tel . Regent 4-1000

The "Learn to Swim" week canpaign conducted by the

Park Department with the Board of Education and many pr iva te

pools cooperating, during the present week, (July 9th to 14th)

has drawn such a large nu!mber of r e g i s t r a n t s each day tha t

the Park Department has agreed to extend the campaign through

the nonth of Ju ly .

A swimming meet for those who "graduate" from t h i s

course w i l l be held a t one of the pools in each of the five

boroughs at the end of the month at which time a f i n a l l i s t

of those who have learned to swim w i l l be ava i l ab le . These

meets v/i l l have spec ia l fea tures and a t t r a c t i o n s including

the presence of noted swimmers who wi l l give demonstrations

and exh ib i t ions .

The success of the "Learn to Swim" drive i s due in

a large measure to the splendid cooperation accorded by the

Municipal Departments and the commercial swimming pools . No

charge has been made for chi ldren by the pr iva te pools be-

tween the hours of 9:30 to 11:30 A.M.

(Continued)
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The following have signified their willingness to

join With the Park Department in extending its "Learn to Swim"

program:

MANHATTAN:

BRONX:

BROOKLYN:'

RICHMOND:

QUEENS:

Riverside Cascades, 134th Street and Broadway
YMCA, 23rd Street and 8th Avenue
YMCA, (colored) 135th Street branch
YMCA, " 137th Street branch
Lido Pool, " 146th Street and Lenox Avenue

Jerome Cascades, 168th Street and Jerome Avenue
Bronx Union YMCA, 470 East 161st Street and

Washington Avenue
Metropolitan Pool, Westchester and Whit-lock

Avenues.

Betsey Head Park Pool, Hopkins on Avenue and
Dumont Street

Farragut Pool, 1525 Albany Avenue at Farragut
Road

Faber Park Pool, Faber Street, Richmond Terrace
Wolfe's Pond, Holston Street to Cornelia Avenue-

Johnson Terrace

Jamaica Pool, Venwyck Boulevard

The f oilowing- pools are open to adults:

MANHATTAN:

BRONX:

QUEENS:

Riverside Cascades, 134th Street and Broadway

Jerome Cascades, 168th Street and Jerome Avenue
Metropolitan Pool, Westchester and Whitlock

Avenues

Jamaica Pool, Venwyck Boulevard.

-End-



DEPARTMENT OF P J J K S i jpDlATE RELEASE
ARSENAL BLDG. CIMPALPARR S R Y 13 , 1934.
REGENT 4-1000.

A Singles One Wall Invitation A. A. U. Handball Tournament

is scheduled for Jacob Riis Park, Rockavray Beach. Long Island,

Sunday, July 15, beginning at 10 A.M.

There will be no charge for admission, although some of

the greatest handball players in the country will participate in

the Tournament, among them Jack Seaman, Cy Alexander, Ben Yedlin,

Goldman and Goldstein - the latter national A. A.U. Champion.

- e n d -



"team to Swim Campaign^ For Releas^fchursday, July 12th, 1934
D^pt. of Parks, ^ p ^
Assenal,

4- 1000

More than 5000 children in New York City, unable to swim, have registered

with the park playground directors and are receiving free admission and instruction

at a l l of the public and some of the private swimming pools in the City. The "learn

to swim" campaign, which is being conducted by the Park Department, although scheduled

to end Saturday, in a l l probability will be extended through the entire month of July

as many children who registered late , missed the early lessons.

Cooperating with the Department of Parks in this movement to teach more

children to swim are the City pools, Faber at Richmond, and Betsy Head in Brooklyn,

the Y.M.C.A. and Y.W.C.A. pools, the Board of Education pools and members of the Out-

door Pool Owners Association, headed by the two Cascades Pools, the Miramar, Starlight

Park, the Metropolitan and Lido Pools. At the Riverside Cascades 220 children were

given free instruction yesterday.

Following is a l i s t of the playgrounds where children may apply for tick-

ets and registration to take advantage of the "learn to swim" course of instruction if

they have not already done so:—

M A N H A T T A N

(Playgrounds) - Colonial - Bradhurst Ave. - St. Nicholas - 150th St.
Carmansville - 152nd Street - Amsterdam Avenue
Annunciation - 134th Street and Amsterdam Avenue
Jasper ^val - 136th Street - Convent Avenue
St. Nicholas - St. Nicholas Avenue - 128th Street
Morningside - 123rd Street and Morningside Avenue
Mt. Morris - 120th Street and Madison Avenue

West 59th St. - Between 10th and 11th Avenue
Heckscher - Central Park - 7th Avenue - 62nd Street
DeWitt Clinton Park - 11th Avenue - 52nd to 54th Street
Chelsea - 9th and 10th Avenue - West 28th Street
67th and West End Avenue Playground

Queensboro - 59th Street - York Avenue
John Jay - 77th Street East River
St. Catherine's - 67th Street - 1st Avenue
St. Gabriel's Park - 36th Street - 1st and 2nd Avenue

Dyckman - Dyckman and Pay son Avenue
Isham Park - Seaman Avenue 214th Street
Highbridge - 188th Street - Amsterdam Avenue

- 1 -



(Playgrounds) ^ B 2 0 EX
"(Cont'd.)

Lyons Sq.. Playground - Whit lock & Bryant Avenues
Pulton Playground - 169th Street near Pulton Avenue

Crotona - West PI. Gr, 174 - Pulton Avenue
Crotona - East - Near Charlotte Street
Echo Playground - 178th. Street Ryer Avenue

St. James Kecreation Building - Claremont Park

St . Mary'a Playground ¥est-148th St. - St. Ann's Avenue
St. Mary's East - Trinity Avenue - East 146th Street
Pulaski Playground - 133rd Street - Willis Avenue
Melrose - 161st Street - COrtlandt *venue

B R O O K L Y N

Betsy Head - DuPont and Hopkins St.
Eiverdale Avenue - S-?,ckman Street
(New Lots) Lincoln Terrace - Hochester Ave., E. New York Ave.
Avenue L - East 95th Street Playground
Bushwick Playground - Putnam Avenue - Bet. Knickerbocker & Irving St.
Tompkins P^rk - Lafayette Avenue & Tompkins St.
McKitfben Playground - White & Siegel Street
Lindsay Playground - Boerum & Leonard Streets

Flattrash Playground - Tfa. E. Kelly Playground, Ave. S - 3. 14th St.
Bay Parkway £•, Avenue P Playground
Sunset Park - 44th Street - 6th Avenue
Gravesend Playground - 18th Avenue - 56th Street

MoKinley Park - 75th St. - Port Hamilton Parkway

Children may apply for free admission directly at the Fober pool in

Richmond and a t Wolfe's Pond where free instruction is being given during the entire

campaign.



I ,,. -DEPiRTMENT OF P.-Ss J^JR H2MD1.JFZ RELEASE
I f Arsenal ,Central Park July 7 1934
- Tel. Regent 4-1000

"Learn to Swiir," week, sponsored by the Department of Parks,

o f f i c i a l l y open on Monday, Kuly 9th and as many as 5,000

people w i l l be able to receive free sY/imming lessons in various

public and pr iva te pools . Simultaneously with the organizat ions

which have united in fur ther ing the "Learn to Swim" week campaign

in response to a c a l l issued by the Department of Parks , the

Board of Education has brought more than 35 swimming pools under

i t s own j u r i s d i c t i o n in to the c i t y wide movement.

Twenty-two individual public and p r iva t e ly owned swimming

pools w i l l open on July 9th with free admission and free i n s t rue -
*

tion for children. No admission charge will be made at any of the

pools except at the three Y.W.C.A. pools, where a charge of 100

for each child will be made to cover the required medical examina-

tions.

Among the twenty-two pools are those which are operated

by the Y.M.C.A., Y.W.C.A., City College of New York, Department of

Parks and a majority of the pools which are members of the Pool

Owners Association of New York.

A call to a l l playground supervisors has been issued by

the Recreation Division of the Department of Parks to enlist every

available volunteer swiivnning instructor and attendant who is will-

ing to donate his services to the success of this cause.

(Continued)
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5,000 cards of admission will be distributed at the playgrounds loca-

ted near the pools which have joined the "Learn to Swim5' campaign.

Following is a> schedule of swimming pools at which all be-

ginners may receive free swimming lessons during the entire week,

if they will apply for cards at the playgrounds nearest the pools

named belo?;.

¥B.ny of the pools who have joined the campaign have sent

representatives to the headquarters at the Arsenal, Central Park,

asking that "Learn to Swim" week be extended until the end of

July, With the cooperation of instructors and volunteers the ex-

tension of time may be possible.

MANHATTAN

Riverside Cascade - 134th St. and Broadway - 9:30 to 11:30
A.M.

Miramar Pool 410 W. 207th St. - 9:30 to 11:30 A.M.
C.C.H.Y. Pool Hygiene Building, C.C.N.Y. - 9:00 to

11:30 A.M.
Y.M.C.A.'s Pools West Side Branch - 10:00 A.M. to 12

noon.
Y.M.C.A. Pool 23rd Street Branch ~ 10:30 A.M. to 12

noon.
Y.M.C.A. Pool 135th Street
Y.W.C.A.'s Pools Central Branch - 1:30 P.M. to 2:00 P.M.
Y.W.O.A. Pool West Side Branch - 2:00 P.M. to 2:30

P.M.
Y.W.C.A. Pool 137th Street Branch
London Terrace Pool West 23rd Street - free instructions

to residents only.

BRCKX

Jerome Cascades 168th St . and Jerome Ave. - 9:30 A.M.
to 11:30 A.M.

S t a r l i g h t Park Pool 177th St . and Bronx River - 9:30 to
11:30 A.M.

Bronxdale Pool Bronxdale Avenue - 9:30 to 11:30 A.M.
Metropolitan Pool Westchester Ave. - 9:30 to 11:30 A.M.
Castle Hill Park Castle Hill Ave. - 9:45 to 11:45 A.M.
Lido Pool 146th St. and Lenox Ave. - 9:30 to

11:30 A.M.
Bronx Union Y.M.C.A. 161st Street

(Continued)
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BROOKLYN AMD QUEENS

Betsey Head Pool Hopkinson Ave. - 9:30 t o 11:30 A.M.
Faber Pool Richmond Terrace - 9:30 t o 11:30 A.M.
F a r r a g u t Pool F a r r a g u t Road - 9:30 t o 11:30 A.M.

Jamaica Pool Venwyck Boulevard - 7:30 P.M.

The Lido Poo l , the 135th S t r e e t Bra.ich of t h e Y.M.G.A. ,

and the 137th S t r e e t Branch of the Y.W.C.A. w i l l be r e s e r v e d fo r

colored children.

Adults may receive free instruction at the Metropolitan

Pool every evening at 7 P.M. by applying for cards.

Adults may receive free instruction at the following

pools for a small admission charge?
Jerome Cascades — 160th Street and Jerome Ave.
Starlight Park - - lr/7tti Street and Bronx River
Miramar Pool — 410 West 207th Street

-End-



ARSENAL BUILDING i?Cii ElfEDIATE
CENTRAL PARK • RELEASE

SWIM TING MEET-SUNDAY , JULY 8th, 1934 at JACOB RIIS PARK.

Thirty Five (35) Members of the Womens* Sw training Assoc-

iation of New York, will inaugurate "Learn to Swim Week", on Sunday,

July 8th, 1934 at 2 P.M. in a series of competitive ocean swimming

exhibition events at Jacob Riis Park.

Under the supervision of the Department of Parks,

thirty five (35) women swimmers will appear in four (4) ocean

swimming events. The events will include half-mile, quarter-

mile and 250 yd. races around life biaoys, with a novelty event in

which the swimmers will swim into the surf and carry objects to

the finish line.

The Meet is sanctioned by the-Amateur Athletic Union

and officials will include the Womens' Swimming Chairman in the

Metropolitan District A.A.U., Miss Charlotte Epstein - who will act

as Timekeeper. Other officials include Mr. L. deB. Handley, Coach

of the Womens* Swimming Association, who will act as referee;

Miss Alice Lord Landon, Former Amateur Diving Champion, Mr. Fred

F. Delany, Mr. Paul Lockwood, Father Murray, Chris. Dalton, Mr. M.

E. Aubell, and Miss Elsie Viets, who will act as Judges and Timers.

Trophies wiibl be awarded to winners of first, second

and third places in each of the events.

Following is a list of those who have already entered

the swim:

Marie Berger Adeline Buschow Dorothea Dickinson
Evelyn Fogler Elizabeth Harrison Helen Hendry
Doris Henley Florence Hughes Natalie Irvine
Margaret Kirschoff Erna Kompa Elizabeth Kompa
Catherine Mattern Louise Murphy Marie Pechette
Ottlie Schachtsiek Catherine Goetz Mary Flanagan
Dorothy Jung Dorothy Lubin 3Daan T.cAuley
Value Phillips Grace Morgenweck

The other entries are expected to sv/ell the total to

more than 35,

-end-
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DEPARTMENT OF PARKS FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
A r s e n a l , Cen t r a l Park J u l y 3 , 1934
T e l . Regent 4-1000 Tr\)O

Stringent rules regarding undressing in cars were

enforced at Jacob Riis Park and other Rockaway Beaches over

the week-end.

Several summonses were issued in the Rockaway Dis-

trict, and in the Riis Park Auto Parking Fields.

Notice was given yesterday through the Department

of Parks - that bathers who drive their cars into Parking

Stations, and make a complete change of clothing after

swimming, will receive summonses which will result in

fines,

Notice was also given that owners are forbidden

to park their cars on the highways.

-End-
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DEPARTMENT OFPARKS FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Arsena l , C e n t r a l Park J u l y 3 , 1934
T e l . Regent 4-1000

At the request of Mr. August Hecksoner, the play-

ground in Brooklyn, 'bounded by Grove and Linden Streets and

betv/een Central and Wilson Avenues, which he founded in 1930,

has been placed under the direction and supervision of the

Recreation Division of the Department of Parks, beginning

today.

This property, which is improved with a recreation

building, containing a dental clinic and indoor play facili-

ties, is valued at $100,000. The summer schedule for this

playground includes Kindergarten activities, song plays, pup-

pet shows, story telling, instruction in handicraft and other

activities which appeal to younger children.

This is the second playground which Mr. Heckscter

has requested the Department of Parks to operate. The play-

ground in Central Park, which also bears his name and which

likewise was made possible by Mr. Heckscher1s generosity, is

one of the most popular playgrounds for small children.

The Heckscher Playground in Brooklyn heretofore

has been under the direction of the Heckscher Foundation,

but effective today, its operation will be taken over by the

Recreation Division of the Department of Parks.

-End-



Of flHKS
ARSENAL BLDG. Oj
mosm 4^1000.

ORAL PARK

New York parks and playgrounds in all the five boroughs

have planned celebrations for tomorrow, every program, to be opened

by "Salute to the Flag" and several to be featured by flag drills.

Playlets, concerts of patriotic music and songs, drills, marches,

games,pageants and athletic events will mark the day's activities.

Programs in the playgrounds will open at 10 A.M. and con-

tinue, in a few cases, through early afternoon.

All festivals and plays will open at 2 P.M.

In Manhattan - at Chelsea, Corlear's Hook, Hamilton Fish,

Queensboro, Thomas Jefferson, Hudson, DeWitt Clinton, Playground

Lawn, North Meadow, Jasper Oval, Reservoir Oval, Inwood Hill and

Coleman Park playgrounds, baseball ganes will start at 10 A.M.

and continue until 6 P.M.

There will be special programs, including patriotic

numbers during the forenoon at Heckscher, Gulick, John Jay, Sutro

and Saint Gabriel's Playgrounds in Manhattan. The afternoon's pro-

gram for Manhattan includes festivals and Athletic meets at the

following points:

Annunciation, Battery, Garl Schurz, Coleman, Colonial,

Columbus, Corlears Hook,- DeLancoy and Eldridge Streets; DeWitt

Clinton; Downing Street; Gulick; Hamilton Fish; Hamilton Place,

Heckscher; Highbridgo, 169th, 177th and 189th; Hudson; Seanan Avo,,

and Isham Street; Jaspar Oval; John Jay; John J. Murphy; Morningsid

123rd; Payson Avenue & Dyckman Street; Riverside, (6th; St. Cather-

ine's; St. Gabriel's; St.Nicholas Terrace; Steward; Sutro;

Thomas Jefferson; Thompkins Square; West 59th Street; Yorkville;

Barrow Street, Pier; Third Stroot Pier; 129th Street Pier and

Market Street Pier.

A typical program is that announced for Mirket Street

Pier, which follows: 1, Salute to the flag; 2, Singing of the

Patriotic Songs; 3, Playground Songs; 4, Patriotic Recitations by

Children; 5, 40 yard dash; 6, Potato Race; 7, Broad Jump; 8 Sack

Race; 9, Distribution of prizes, 10, Star-Spangled Banner.

(continued)



BRONX

Color Guard D r i l l w i l l open the e x e r c i s e s for Independ-

ence Day a t Bspsholu Playground; the Music Club w i l l s ing S ta r Spang-?

led Banner; the re w i l l be r e c i t a t i o n s by ch i ld ren and a dancing

special-Military Tap.

Girls' Events in the Athletic Program include a 30 yard

dash, potato race for the 4 ft 8 inch class; boys1 events will be

40 yard dash, obstacle race for the 4ft.8 in. class and a 220 relay

broadjump for the 5ft 3 in* class. Girls will contest with boys in

the Punch Ball Game.

Crotona Park will have athletic activities including a

punch ball game; a volley ball game and races. These events will be

preceded by the Reading of the Declaration; a talk on the meaning

of July 4th and a program of patriotic songs and poems.

jMacomb's Recreation Centre will start the day with patrio-

tic exercises; singing of the Star Spangled Banner and a short talk

on the purpose of the celebration. GirlsT Athletic Events and

games will be: Jump the Shot; Going to Jerusalem; Over and Under

relay; Broom Dance; Long Distance Basket Ball throw and, for the

l i t t l e gir ls : Magic Capet, Potato Race; Hopping Race; Cracker and

Whistle Contest and Rope Jumping Contest.

The Senior Boys* events will include Scrambled Potatoes;

Jump the Shot; Ping Pong Blowing Contest; Finger Twirl and Broom

Dance, while the Junior, boys will have Cracker and Whistle; Potato

Race; Obstacle race; Snatch club and three legged racee The dir-

ect or sT Events are All Up Relay; travelling forward relay and dir-

ectors vs Playground Baseball Game.

Lyons Square has a patriotic program which includes the

production of a one-act play "The Spirit of '76" by L.C.Van derYeer,

a military dr i l l by the dancing class and a corimunity choral.

Croton Park, West, after the flag saluite, will start the

clay with a patriotic march and story and have the song plays "Tin

Soldiers; Let your feet go tramp, tramp, tramp; and Did you ever

see a Lassie? The older children will sing patriotic songs and play

songs will be sung by the l i t t l e ones. There will be exciting

tournaments for boys and girls in ping pong, checkers and shu-quois.

(continued)



The forenoon p ro^ im wi l l end with a colorf\jMharch.

There wi l l be basebal l , soft ba l l and punch, b a l l , with

dashes, relays and potato races anong the the track events .

St . Mary's Ea.st, has an ambitious program which includes

a ta lk on the meaning of Independence Day; singing of p a t r i o t i c

songs and junior and senior a t h l e t i c ganes and track events, i n -

cluding squad hopping; spr int and walkraces; jumping sidewalk

races ; running jumps; bear races; walking backward races ; sack

races , back to back races and rope jumping races .

Claremont Park announces a f i r e cracker race a f t e r the

p a t r i o t i c concert; a flag re lay for big g i r l s , Crossing the Dela-

ware for small g i r l s and among the a t h l e t i c events ; 2 t h i r t y yard

races and one for ty yard race as well as a pursui t race0

RICEMCM)

Richmond wi l l celebrate Independence Day with a Members

Tournament a t the Golf course of the Si lver Lake Golfers ' Club.

There wi l l be a water Carnival at Faber Park Pool; small childrens*

fes t iva l s and games at Faber Park Playground: athD.etic games for

boys and g i r l s , large and sna i l at Marinersy Harbor as well as a t

Richmond and Rosebank Playgroundsc At Stapleton Playground there

wi l l be a small ch i ldrens ' f e s t i v a l , with story t e l l i n g and elocu-

t ion . At Westerleigh there wi l l be a band concert a t 2 P.M. and

dancing a t night , in cooperation with, the Y/osterleigh Improvement

Society. At Wolfe's Pond Park and at G.1 ova I'arlc, mode1, ye.olit

rega t tas are announcsd,, There F i l l bs a baseball, game at Cloves

Park, also,,

John Andrews Playground, at Queens., wi l l begin i t s Independence

Day exercises a t 2 P.M. There w i l l be flag sa lu te , p a t r i o t i c songs

and music- "• „' .„ The Declaration w i l l be read a t College Point,

Waterfront: there w i l l be flag sa lu te , music and flag re lay races ,

as well as other novel races , A p a t r i o t i c r a l l y and f ie ld events

wi l l mark the day's exercises , beginning a t 2:.30 in Newtown Play-

ground.

Field Meet Ac t iv i t i e s , as well as p a t r i o t i c songs and r e c i t a t i o n s

and s t i r r i n g music, w i l l feature July 4th a t Jackson Pond: 3 P.M.

At 1 o'clock Brookville Park !s Independence Program wi l l open

and wi l l include a t h l e t i c events , track meet and basebal l .

Kissena Park announces simply a ce lebra t ions . At one o'clock; and

no d e t a i l s are given of the arrangements for the oontinued ce l e -
{continued)



brations scheduled for the same hour at College Point Waterfront.

There will be boat races in the afternoon, after the patriotic pro-

gram at Bowne Park.

A flag dr i l l , obstacles races, games and patriotic songs

will be included in the Astoria Park program, beginning 10:30 A.M.

At Rainey Park, relay races, and unspecified athletic contests

will follow the salute to the flag, the singing of the Star Spang-

led Banner, recitations and flag dr i l l . Program begins at 3 P.-M,

At noon, in Bridge Plaza Playground, the Declaration will be read

after the singing of the National Anthem. There will be a flag

dr i l l , recitations and racing. St.Albans Memorial Park will cele-

brate with patriotic exercises and races, 11 A.M.

A patriotic rally will be the chief eveiit of the observance cf the

day at Dry Harbor Playground, 2 P.M.

Alley Pond Park will introduce Hare and Hounds, a baseball game and

a basket ball game at 3 o*clock exercises which will begin with

patriotic songs and talks.

Crocheron Park's program will start at 1:30 p.m. and will include

singing of the national anthem, dances, games and athletic events.

At Anawanda Park, girls will participate in a basket ball throw.

There will be a band concert, and tap dancing, a l l to follow a pro-

gram of song and story dealing with the day and its meaning.

Overlook will have an a l l day celebration including games

music, dancing and patriotic observances, There will be a celebra-

tion in the afternoon at 2 in the Greenhouse.

The program at Victory Field will be informal and patrio-

tic - a safe and sane celebration from 1 to 6 p.m.

Checker Tennis and Punch Ball will be attractions at Howard Beach,

and there will be tournaments of boys vs girls from 3 to 5.

Highland Park's Independence Day Celebration will last

from 10 to 5 P.M.

BROOKLYN

Aside from the scheduled playground program in Brooklyn,

Independence Day will be celebrated at the bandstand, at 10 A.M.

Prospect Park, by an Independence day Program under auspices of the

4th degree, Knights of Columbus. At the same hour on 4th Avenuo

and Third Street the Public Forum of Brooklyn Heights, Inc., will

have its 12th annual celebration, commemorating the 158th anniver-

sary of the Battl© of Long Island on this historic block site and
(continued)



calling attention to the recent uncover ing ̂ f the old Gowanus House

near there. At TJensonhurst the Civic Association of the 16th

Assembly District will hold its annual celebration-at the same hour

while at 1 P.M. the brownsville Post of the American Legion will

conduct patriotic services in Zion Park,

At Betsy Head, there will be an address by a World War

Hero Veteran after a Local Civic Welfare Worker reads the Declara*' ;\

tion of Independence. There will be a pledge to the Flag: exhibi-

tion of horizontal bar and apparatus feats by club gymnasts; exhibi-

tion tennis match by leading public courts players; exhibition

horse-shoe pitching contests; a baseball game; presentation of

prizes and, as the finale, singing of "The Star Spangled banner."

There will be a flag drill at New Lots, reading of the

Declaration; medal presentation to winners of the June Track events.

Athletic events including Dodge ball, forty rod dashes, potato

races for girls and Boys* track and field events; tumbling exhibi-

tion; handball exhibition wi th Harry Goldstein, National A.A.W.

Champion featured; punch ball game, weight lifting contest and

other important athletic numbers. There will be music and song

to start it all,

"Betsy Ross", and "WashingtonTs Farewell Address", one

act playg will be produced at the Red Hook Playground, together

with patriotic musical program, group singing and a varied athletic

card.

Events in the Independence Day Track and Field Champion-

ship will be judged by Park and Playground Officials at Bushwick

Playground, during a program beginning at 2 P.M» The Athletic

events will follow the reading of the Declaration of Independence.

Frank Joseph wi 11 direct the meet. Mr. John J,Donning will b^

referee.

At Seaside Park, Coney Island, an ambitious program of

singing, dancing and reading will follow the Salute to the Flag and 3?e

reading of the Declaration of Independence. A playlet, "The Ring-

ing of the Liberty Bell" will be produced; kindergarten children

will do pantomine songs; boy scouts will put on a drill and there

will be an assorted athletic event program,

Vanderbilt Playground*s celebration embraces races for

boys and girls. Recitations by boys and girls, choral singing, re-

ading of the Declaration and singing of the Star-Spangleed Banner,

(continued)



Prizes will be awarded to winners of the races. Winners of al 1

the track and field events scheduled for Independence Day at

Mclaughlin Playground, will be awarded medals. After the patrio-

tic program with sports will be put on, for girls and boys in both

junior and senior classes.

Dyker Beach Playground will have a spirited sports*

carnival following the program of national music and songs. One

feature announced is a tether ball contest. There will be horse-

show pitching contests, as well as track and field sports events.

The City Park Playground will have a Paddle Tennis Tourn-

ament to celebrate Independence Day. To be decided are Boys'

single championship of City Park; Girls' single championship an,d

mixed doubles championship. There will be track events for differ-

ent classes of boys and girls, with regard to height.

At Cooper Park, track meet events will, follow the read-

ing of the Declaration and singing of the Star Spangled Banner. One

of the events will be a novelty race, hands on head run. A track

and field athletic meet will be included in the McKinley Playground

celebration of July 4. There will be individual and group games,

including a LaCrosse demonstration. Checker and Chess tournaments,

a Volley Ball Game, Basketball Contest, Soccer Game, Indoor base-

ball game and punch ball game are among the nunbers on the card.

Lincoln Terrace playground celebrants, after hearing

the Declaration read and assisting in the singing of the national

anthem, will enjoy a program of sports embracing a hopple race,

basket ball throw, Honeymoon relay, sack race, potato race, dashes

and monkey races. The finale of the program will be a patriotic

drill. Boys events for July 4 at Lincoln Terrace Park will follow

the program af national music and song. Running broad jump, ring

swinging contest dashes and club relay will be numbers,

Lindsay Park's patriotic celebration will be followed by

folk dancing, tap dancing and fciney dancing, ajr well as track events

for boys and girls.

At Gravesend, a one act play will follow the singing of

the Star Spangled Banner and reading of the Declaration; as well

as other patriotic expressions. An indoor baseball game, a basket

ball game, dashes, running broad jumps, standing broad jumps and

horse shoe pitching are among the events announced,

(continued)
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Girls and boys of Kelly Memorial Playground, after participating in

a full patriotic program, will contest in various field and track

events in their separate classes. These will include, as a novelty,

a jack s contests. The program will end in a Flag Relay Drill.

A festival, with a full program of music, recitations,

singing and drills will follow the exercises to begin with the

singing of the national anthem at the 56th and 2nd Avenue playground,

A Boxing faout will be a feature of the celebration at •

Bushwick after the young Americans gather to sing the national

songs and hear the national Declaration read. There will be songs

by the Bushwick Park quartette/

Recitations, races and team games will follow the

musical program at McKibben Park Playground.

Cooper Park Program includes many ftrack and field events

for boys and girls. Boys and girls at McCarron Park will have

games, track and field events on their program.

Bay Parkway Playground events, after choral singing

and band music and drills, are track and field numbers for boys

and girls.

Song and athletic exercises for both boys and girls.

Community Singing at Fort Green Park, will follow

fleg exercises and recitations and be followed in turn by a big

card of track and field events, winding up with a boxing exhibition

Rao vs Ceres. There will be a treasure hunt and a gymnast drill.

Bushwick Playground has a good athletic program,

as well as one of patriotic exercises. At McKibben Playgrounds,

track meet events will be interspersed by other sports, following

the exercises in celebration of the day.

Marching, indoor baseball, flag drill fancy dancing,

tug of war, lilting song and Volley Ball game Till be part of the

exercises at Carroll Park.

-End-



DEPARTMENT OF PARKS
ARSENAL BLDG. CENTRAL PARK
Regent 4-1000,

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE'

Twenty Five (25) S a i l i n g canoes have a l r eady en tered the

F i r s t Annual R i i s Park Ocean S a i l i n g Races t o be held Wednesday,

Ju ly 4£h, 1934, beginning a t 11,30 A.M. in f ron t of the Jacob R i i s

Park P a v i l i o n , under the sanc t ion of the Associa ted Canoe Clubs

of Sheepshead Bay.

Five Canoe Clubs, inc lud ing the Miram&r and Mic-mac,

Sheepshead Bay and Tha l l Canoe Clubs a re r e p r e s e n t e d .

The open s a i l i n g races w i l l inc lude 3 c l a s s e s of Boats:

The Class A-which i s 20 f t . long , and c a r r i e s 135 sq.
f t . of sai l ;

The Class B-Racing Canoe, which is 18 ft.long,and
carries 105 ft . of sail;

The Class B-Cruiser, which is 18 ft.long, and carries
sail with mast not over 14 ft.high,

AH members of Canoe Clubs are invited to participate

in the events Wednesday norning, and Trophies will be awarded to

crews of the first three winning sail boats in each class.

I t was announced yesterday by the Department of Parks

that flat trucks would transport a l l sailing canoes to Jacob Riis "

Park Beach. All Canoes coming from Sheepshead Bay are to land on

shore near Riis Park Dock, in Jamaica Bay, east of the Ferry Slip,

from 8 to 10.30 A.M.

All entries must be received at tho Administration of-

fice at Jacob Riis Park by Tuesday, July 3rd.

The course ?/ill be 2-|- miles around markers, set with

flags.
•continued*



Entries received to date are as follows:

A-CLASS, 20 ft. 135 sq. ft. Sail:

"Wanderlust
Saw-See
Water Wagon
Ride Away
Phant on
Black Gat
Deb ona ir
Taboo II
Spindrift
Voy Ageur
Audacious"

B-CLASS, Racing, 18 ft. - 135 sq. ft* sail:

"Loons
Knee Deep
Sea Wing
Qvls
Clipper" *

B-CLASS Cruiser: 18 ft. 135 sq.ft. sail:

"Hi-Tac
Peek-aboo
Seven Soas
Frager
Bunny II
Viking
Flow
Silhouette
Private Peer"

An additional novelty event to be held the sane after-

noon will be flat botton Row Boat Race. The course will be marked

off by buoys. Cash prizes will be given for this race. Entries

are open only to expert swimmers. Ample protection will be given

to entrants by motor boats and life boats stationed along the

course.

Free calesthenic classes will be held on the beach under

the direction of recreational department supervisors at 11:00 a.m

2:00 and 4:00 p.m. (end)



DEPARTMENT OF PARKS
A r s e n a l , C e n t r a l Pa rk ,
New York C i ty , N.Y.
T e l . Regent 4-1000

FOR IMMEDIATE: RELEASE.

The Department of Parks has made arrangements for
Mr. Montgomery Ogden, one of the recognized authorities on
tennis, to give free instruction to boys and juniors holding
park permits. The Eastern Lawn Tennis Association is co-
operating with the Department of Parks in the movement.

The schedule of Mr. Ogden is as follows:

Monday July 2 - Central Park, 93rd St. & Central Park West
Tuesday " 3 - McKinley Park,Brooklyn, Bay Ridge and Ft.

Banditon Parkway.
Thursday " 5 - Crotona Park, Bronx.
Friday " 6 - Forest Park, Woodhaven-Park Lane, South and

90th Street.
Saturday " 7 - Livingston Park, Staten Island, Davis Ave.

Bard and Delafield Place.

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday

Monday
Tuesday

" 9
» 10
" 11
" 12
" 13

" 16
" 17

Central Park
McKinley Park
Crotona Park
Forest Park
Gravesend Park,Brooklyn, 56th St. & 18th Ave.

and

Wednesday " 18
Thursday » 19
Friday » 20

Central Park
Kelly Memorial Park, Brooklyn, Ave. S
East 14th Street.
Macombs Dam Ext. Bronx, 161st St. & Jerome Ave
Kissena Park, Flushing, Rose St. & Oak Ave.
Silver Lake Park, Staten Island, Victory Blvd.
and Forest Avenue,

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday

" 23
" 24
" 25
" 26

Central Park
Gravesend Park, Brooklyn.
Crotona Park
Forest Park

27 - Riverside Park, N.Y.C.,172nd St. and
Riverside Drive.

Those wishing to avail themselves of this instruction
must be on the tennis courts at 9 a.m. sharp.

-end-



DEPARTMENT Jf
Arsenal, Central Park
Tel. Regent 4-1000

# FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
June 29̂ - 1934

k>b

The Recreation Division of the Department of Parks

will sponsor a "Learn to Swim" week, July 9 to 14, at all

public and many of the private swimming pools in New York City.

Representative's of the following agencies attended a

meeting today to discuss plans for holding the classes of

instruction:

Department of Parks, New York City
Board of Education, New York City
Park Central Swimming Pool
Castle Hill Swimming Pool
St. George Swimming Pool
London Terrace Swimming Pool
Community Councils

Crime Prevention Bureau
Van Cortlandt Park Swim-

ming Pool
Pare Vendome Swimming Pool
Cascades Swimming Pool
Y.M.C.A.
Y.W.C.A.
Red Cross

It was the consensus of opinion of those attending

the meeting that there would be a large number of people, adults

as well as children, in New York who do not know hovvT to swim

and who might be induced to learn if the campaign were inaugu-

rated.

It was stated by one of the authorities that the loss

of life by children through drowning could be decreased by at

least &fo if all agencies would cooperate in furthering the suc-

cess of the "Learn to Swim" drive.

The Board of Education will have 31 swimming pools

in operation during the summer. Non-swimmers will be given free

instructions at these pools during the week of July 9 to 14

from 9 a.m. to 12 noon.

(Continued)
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Most if not all of the private swimming pools will

offer special rates to non-swimmers during that week at certain

hours.

The Women's Swimming Association is arranging for

champions to give exhibitions at a number of swimming, pools

every day of "Learn to Swim:T week. Other exhibitions will

be arranged for the public pools.

It was the sense of those attending the meeting that a

genuine need existed in New York City for more outdoor swim-

ming pools.

Those agencies which are willing to cooperate in the

movement are urged to communicate immediately with the Recrea-

tion Division of the Department of Parks.

It wa ̂pointed out during the meeting that children

who learn to swim and who participate in wholesome recreation-

al activities are less apt to become juvenile delinquents

during the vacation period.

The Board of Education has included swimming among the

requisites for graduation from high schools where swimming

facilities are available.

Further details will be announced shortly.

-End-
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June 27 , 1934

The Gypsy Moth, one of nature's most deadly enemies, has made i t s f i r s t

appearance of the season in the vicinity of East 180th Street and liorris Park Avenue

in the Bronx, according to a statement issued by the Park Department through i t s

Forestry Division,

Last week a family l iving in th i s area noticed a small detachment of cater-

pi l lars feeding on the lower leawes of an oak t ree which had been the treasure of

their garden for many years. In the belief that they were just ordinary worms, the

family dealt with the f i rs t contingent in the approved manner for exterminating pests

of th is kind, but the Gypsy Moth i s not exterminated so easily, and the species str ikes

almost without warning. The following day more caterpillars appeared than had been

present the previous day and they set to work devouring the leaves of the large oak

t ree . The owners of the property scraped the worms off by the pailful , applied

kerosene to the trunk and branches of the tree and buried the caterpil lars in the

garden soi l but the pest only increased greatly in number and the Park Department

was called upon for advice.

*Jhile the Park Department does not inspect the trees and plantings on p r i -

vate property, i t seemed advisable to check th is report as a precautionary measure.

An inspection disclosed an infestation of the Gypsy Moth. The situation was also

reported to the Division of Forester Pest Control of the Conservation Department of

the State of New Tork* Representatives from the State Division conferred with the

officials of the Park Department and assured them that while the matter was in the

hands of the State they would welcome full cooperation on the part of the Park De-

partment and the general public.

Anyone finding an area which seems to be infested with the Gypsy Moth is

urged to report the circumstances to the office of the Chief Forester of the Park

Department, Arsenal, Central Park, 64th Street and Fifth Avenue, Telephone - Regent

4-1000, Extension 120. In th i s way citizens wil l aid the proper agencies in
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the spread of this pest. In order to avoid possible infestation of other areas by

possible loss in transit of specimens, it is requested that no specimen be removed

from the locations in which they are present. The Park Department will have an in-

spection made of all localities so reported and will advise the State and Federal

authorities of additional area where the Gypsy Moth exists so that proper action

can be taken by these agencies without delay.

The Gypsy Moth caterpillar is about two inches long and is covered with dark

stiff hairs. Pairs of spots are arranged along its length; 12 spots are red and 10

are dark blue. The head of the pest is fairly large, yellow in color with black

markings. There are no other larvae in this section o? the country bearing these

red and blue markings.

Aftor the insect in the caterpillar s^age has ceased to feod on growing

plants (generally about this date in this latitude) it becomes more or less dormant

and is encased in a cocoon as a iaoth on the bark of a tree. It emerges later as a

moth about l!j inches long. The eg -s generally are deposited on the baric of trees in

yellowish masses and these later hatch out into voracious feeding caterpillars.

There is no intention on the part of officials of the various agencies to

alarm the residents of any of the boroughs unduly, bxit in view of the destruction

which the Gypsy Moth can accomplish in the absence of precautionary measures, it is

advisable to acquaint the public with the facts and to ask cooperation by reporting

areas believed to be infested to the Park Department.

MB
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Arsenal, Central Parji Aine 21, 1934
Tel. Regent 4-1000 ^ A

The Jacob Riis Park life guards will hold a swimming

meet and give a series of life saving demonstrations in front

of the Riis Park Pavilion this Sunday at noon, according to an

announcement issued by the Department of Parks today. Thirty

of the guards will participate.

Among the events to be held, the launching of boats

through the surf will be one of the most difficult. Ability of

the guards to successfully launch their boats through the waves

without accident; their skill as oarsmen, and proficiency in

bringing the drowning victim ashore will be carefully judged.

Other tests include a 200 yard swim with a life

buoy,speed swimming races and life saving demonstrations by

the Schaefer method. The latter method, developed by

Sir Edward Shartey Schaefer of Edinburgh University, is common-

ly known as the prone pressure system now used by the Police,

the emergency crews of all gas and electric companies and by

well trained life guards. An oxygen inhalator forms part of

the equipment.

The Schaefer method may be described briefly as

follows: The patient is placed face downward and one hand is

placed under the face to facilitate breathing. The attendant

then straddles the legs of the patient and places his fingers

four inches apart, following.the course of the lower ribs.

He throws his weight forwardto a point reaching the vertical

position of the body and then releases his weight from the

ribs with a quick snap and returns to the first position.

(Continued)
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This operation is repeated 12 to 15 tines a minute.

Supplementary treatment is given "by other guards as

the above measures are in progress. This includes massaging

the body toward the heart and the use of hot pads under the

armpits, around the limbs and under the heart. All tight

clothing of the patient should be loosened and the body

covered with a blanket.

Parking space at Jacob Riis Park is provided almost

directly adjacent to the shore line where the contests will

take place. The parking fee is 250 per car. The existing

parking area is sufficient to accommodate 4,000 cars, but these

facilities are being increased to take care of 7,500 cars by

July 1st. Swimming lockers are available at 350 for adults

and 150 for children, bath houses at 750,and suits for men or

women may be rented for 500 None of these prices are increased

on Saturdays, Sundays or holidays.

-End-
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The Park Department announced today, through its

Division of Recreation, that for the first time in the his-

tory of the Department, day camps will be opened July 1SS

in the following parks:

Pelhara. Bay Park- at the site known as the
Mothers' Pavilion and Shelter, where two
wading pools, two large pavilions, first
aid room, lunch room and game room are
available.

Van Gortlandt Park- two locations have been
designated, one near the picnic grounds at
Mosholu avenue, and another about -^ mile
north of the Mosholu Golf Course, and + mile
east of Woodlawn (I.R.T. Jerome Ave. Line)
Station.

Inwood Hill Park- at a site approximately
200 feet from the old House of Mercy where
500 children can bo accommodated.

Forest Park- at the site between Freedom
Drive and Myrtle Avenue.

The programs for the recreation to be featured

at those day camps will be arranged and supervised by the

Department of Parks, and will include group games (dramatized),

nature study, geology, artsand crafts, story telling,

assembly, lessons in first aid, community singing, marion-

ette shows, drama and mass games.

(Continued)



Page 2.

The educational features of the program will be

arranged and conducted by the Board of Education, which is

cooperating with the Department of Parks in the movement.

The Board of Education also will make the necessary pro-

visions for the transportation of the children to and from

the day camps, as well as for lunch, all of which will be

supplied to the children without charge. The Park Depart-

ment is making arrangements for water supply, toilets
daily

and shelter tents. It is expected that e/ average of

2,500 children will avail themselves of those facilities.

Preliminary arrangements, including the method

of solecting the various daily groups, are in charge of

the Board of Education. A large number of the children

selected will be drawn from tho list of those who have

registered with the play schools of the Board of Education.

Tho other children will bo selected from tho park play-

grounds for one day oach week and tho arrangements for

those outings will be made by tho Department of Parks.

-End*



DEPARTMENT OF PARKS
ARSENAL, CENTRAL PARK

June 15 til, 1934.

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:

The Lioness and Cubs in Prospect Park,

recently fenced in, are to be placed in an appro-

priate and conspicuous place in the new prospect

Park Zoo and on a low pedestal of the kind orig-

inally recommended by the sculptor, Mr. Frederick

MacMonnies, who was consulted on this subject.

ROBERT MOSES?

Commissioner
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DEPAE1MMT OF PAEKS June 13th, 1934
ARSMAL, CMTEAL PARK
B u t t e r f i e l d 8-9310.

The enlisted men of the United States Navy have been

invited "by the Park Department to engage in a row boat race to be

held on the 72nd Street Lake in Central Park, Friday afternoon,

June 15th, starting at 3 P.M. Prizes will be awarded to the success-

ful contestants, and will consist of two silver cups, a gold watch

and official medals of the Park Department,

Two entries will be allowed from each ship. The event

will be run in heats, semi-finals ani finals over a distance of

approximately 600 yards. It will be optional on the part of the

sailors whether they desire a lady of their choice to serve as coxswain,

but not more than one coxswain to a craft mill be allowed.

Only park row boats may be used and these will be

supplied gratis by Mr. Peter Pappas, who has the concession for row

boats in Central Park.

Mr. W. Barle Andrews, General Superintendant, Major

Theodore Crane, Assistant to the Commissioner, and Mr, Allyn E.

Jennings, Landscape Architect in charge of Operations, eff the

Park Department, will serve as honorary judges. Members of

the staff of the Division of Eecreation of the Department of

Parks will act as referees.

A good view of the races may be had from points

along the Wast Drive of Central Park.

-end-
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The Department of Parks announced today a series of per-
formances by "Playground Puppeteers" to be given under the direction
of the Drama Department by the Works Division of the Department of
Public Welfare and sponsored by the Recreation Division of the De-
partment of Parks. Tho Drama Department, under Mr. George Junkin,
will supply the puppeteers for the shows, which will be given under
the direction of Mi.ss Grace Wilder.

"Jack and the Bean Stalk" will be shown as follows at
Playgrounds in Manhattan:

June 6 '34 -Annunciation Playground-134th St,& Amsterdam Avo.
" 7 " -Carmansville Playground-Amsterdam Avo.& 152nd St.
" 8 " -Colonial Playground-Bradhurst Avo.& 150th Street.
" 11 " -Hamilton Place ?layground-140th St.&Hamilton Place
" 12 " -Highbridge Play round-189th Street .

The puppets will be loaned by Miss Sue Hastings,

"Shoemaker and the Elves" will be shown \s follows at Playgrounds
in
Brooklyn:

June 6 '34 -Dyker Beach Playground-86th St.& 14th Avenue
" 7 " -McKinley Playground-7th Ave.& 75th Street
" 8 " -56th St. & 2nd Avenue Playground.
" 11 " -Sunset Playground-5th Ave. & 44th St.
" 12 » -Carroll Playground-Carroll & Smith Sts.

The pup;oets will bo loaned by Miss Gale Adams.

The "Frog Prince" will be shown as follows at Playgrounds in
Queens:

June 6 f34 -Astoria Park-Hoyt Ave. & E.st River, Astoria
7 " -John Andrews-5th St.near Vornon Avo.kL.I.City.
8 t! -Sunnyside Playground-63rd St.& 50th Ave.,Laurel

Hill , Sunnyside.
11 " -Rainey P!.rk-Vernon & Graham Aves. yScL.I.City.
12 " -Bridge Plaza Playground-Under the Queensboro

Bridge Ramp.
The puppets will be loaned by Remo Buffano.

All performances will s tar t promptly at 4 P.M. In case of rain
the bookings will be advanced one day. I t is hoped that the shows
can be changed on an average of every two weeks and that performances
will extend throughout the entire suuimcr.

Bookings for the Bronx and Richmond will bo announced shortly.

-End-



FOB.PARK DEPARTMENT FOB. IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Arsenal, Central Park May 24, 1934.
Butterfield 8-9310.

On Friday, May 25th, the new city park opposite Grant's Tomb

on Riverside Drive and 122nd Street, known as Sakura or Claremont Park, will

be formally taken over and opened to the public by the Park Department. The

redesign and reconstruction of this park were made possible through the generosity

of Mr. John D. Rockefeller, Jr. The cost of these improvements was |315,OOO.

flit, area was redesigned by Olmsted Brothers, Landscape Architects,

of Brookline, Mass. . The plan is simple. A wide central turf panel centers

on the International House etfc "tne north end, and on Riverside Church on the

south. The panel is edged with geometrically clipped privet hedges,

surrounded by European Linden trees. Flowering Japanese cherry trees are

grouped in the north plots and are included in the general mixed plantings.

These trees were among those presented to the city by the Japanese government to

replace those which were sent to commemorate the Hudson-Fulton Centnnial but

were lost in transit. Bounding the park on three sides is a wide, paved

promenade shaded by European Linden trees.

The monument to General Daniel Butterfield, by Gutzon Borglum,

which occupied a position in this area before construction started, has been

placed on the same site.

An interesting feature of the park is the wall along Claremont

Avenue side. Allen & Collens, ArchitectSj, of Boston, Mass., collaborated with

Olmsted Brothers in reproducing here a typical section of the vrall around the

historic Kenilworth Abbey in England.

- End -
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The following letter drafted by the Corporation Counsel
has been served on the Dieppe Corporation (Central Park Casino.)

May 21, 1934.

Dieppe Corporation
Central Park Casino
Central Park
Borough of Manhattan
New York City . „

Sirs:

On or about February 13, 1934, you were served with a no-
tice stating that the conduct of and the style and manner of the op-
eration of the Central Park Casino Restaurant by you, under the pri-
vilege granted you by The City of New York under date of February 6,
1929, were unsatisfactory to the City and the Commissioner of Parks,
in violation of the intent and purposes of the agreement for said
privilege and in violation of the law relating to public parks. In
said notice demand was made upon you to conduct and operate this pri-
vilege in a manner satisfactory to the City and the Commissioner of
Parks and in accordance with the restrictions, rules and requirements
of the Commissioner of the Department of Parks so as to carry out the
intent and purposes of the agreement and among other things, to es-
tablish a moderate and reasonable schedule of prices for the refresh-
ments and facilities furnished by you under said privilege and to
make the restaurant a public restaurant available to and within the
reach of the general public using Central Park.

You were informed by said notice and at the conferences
had with your counsel upon this matter that the conduct of this pri-
vilege as an exclusive night club and cabaret charging exorbitant
prices and catering principally to an exclusive class of persons en-
tering Central Park solely for the purpose of using such facilities,
was entirely unsatisfactory to the Commissioner, and that the only
type of restaurant satisfactory to the Commissioner would be a popu-
lar priced public restaurant charging reasonable prices and operated
so that it would be available to and serve the needs and convenience
of the general public using Central Park.

Every reasonable opportunity has been given you to conform
the conduct and manner of operation of this privilege to these re-
quirements. However, you have continued and still continue to con-
duct and operate the privilege in a style and manner substantially
unchanged. The restaurant is still conducted in a manner of an ex-
clusive and high priced night club and cabaret and not as a popular
priced public restaurant in a public park. You have failed and

(Continued)
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refused to establish and charge moderate and reasonable prices for
the refreshments and facilities furnished by you within the reach of
the general public using the park, and to conduct the privilege as a
popular priced public restaurant. The style and manner of the opera-
tion and conduct of this privilege has continued to be and still con-
tinues to be unsatisfactory to tho Department of Parks and its Com-
missioner in violation of the intent and terms of the agreement, and
constitutes an improper and illegal use of the promises in a public
park.

The City of New York and its Commissioner of Parks require
these premises for the reasonable park purpose of there being main-
tained thereon a popular priced public restaurant at which the gen-
eral public using the park may be accommodated, and its needs and
convenience served. .

The privilege heretofore granted to you under date of
February 6, 1929 of selling refreshments on the premises of the
building known as the Casino Restaurant and providing entertainment
for the guests, is hereby revoked, cancelled and annulled by the
Commissioner of Parks, in accordance with the terms and provisions
of the agreement for said privilege and in accordance with the powers

\ vested in the Commissioner by law.

According to paragraph 21 of said agreement you may be re-
quired within five (5) days after notice of cancellation thereof to
cease to exercise the privilege granted and to remove all property
belonging to you from the premises.

However, in order to give you ample time to make arrange-
ments to vacate the premises and remove your property therefrom, you
are hereby notified to ceaso all operation of said privilege and to
remove all property belonging to you from said premises on or before
midnight of June 15, 1934. In default of such removal on or before
said date you will be forthwith ejected from said premises and all
property belonging to you found thereon will be deemed abandoned.

Very truly yours,

: ROBERT MOSES
Commissioner of Parks,

-End-
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Arsenal, Central Par1'. _.

Tel. Buttsrfiel:'. 8-9510. ^i^u^ )*J ) *? 3

The clK-upionsiiip finals of the annual uarble Shooting

Contest held -under the auspices of the Park Department, open to boys and girls

under sixteen yerrs 01 age, for the Boys1 Championship ,*nd .iij-'ls1 Chrupionship

of Greater Eexi Yorlc, ~!ere play^;. at Cit7 Hall Plaza on V.re.-ineS'-:ry;. Mny loth.

Llaster Hovreird iloettger, 14 years, of 539 Ei^hiii Avenue, Her; York City5

representing Chelsea Park, uon the Boys' Championship and xAiss Patty Smyth, 12

years, of 147-35 Eln Avenue, Blushings *;as tho successful contestant for the

Girls' Ch",apionship.

Each of the vdnners challenged the other ;m'i they were, so

insistent that they be allov.ect to plr.y off TJhat seeded to thec to be ?* tie,

that the Park Departnent has a&i0
:xiac "that these tvo vdnners T.OUL.::1- play p. series

of gomes for the Boys' and Girls' Gh£;.ipionship on Thursday next, ilay 24th, at

4 p.:i. on the Mali5 Central Park,, in front of the b:ia-Istan̂ i. If inclement

weather prevents- the holding of the contest on that day, the event will be held

on the follov-dng ;-ay at the sai.e tLfie and place.

-Lnd-
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8-9310.

The Park itepartraent" s new plan for the const ruct ion of

f i f t een "baseball diamonds in J e n t r a l Park was announced today. These

f i f t een "baseball diamonds have "been l a id out in the I.orth Lieadow op-

pos i t e 100th o t r ee t in cent ra l i-ark. Up> to now the playing of base-

t a l l has been permitted in t h i s area but no formal diamonds were p ro-

vided and condi t ions have been disorder ly and unsa t i s fac to ry , t h i r -

teen of the new diamonds wi l l be usable now, but two wi l l not be

avai lable for i .mediate play, due to rock which mist be b las ted away

to level off the surface, iiase l i n e s have been marked out with lime

as on major league basebal l diamonds. Regular rubber home p l a t e s are

being i n s t a l l e d and najor league canvas bags wi l l be secured in place

to mark the bases , x'emporary heavy wire backstops are being i n s t a l l e d .

Permanent backstops would necess i t a te a delay in the immediate use of

these a r eas , ihese diamonds are l a i d out to provide safe play for a l l

teams using the grounds. Adequate space i s provided for spec t a to r s .

i oo tba l l and soccer wi l l be provided for af ter the basebal l

season.

_he old stable and storage yard, which has been in use since

the -^ivil ,.ar, i s being converted in to a modern f i e ld house, ^he x'ark

Departnent1 s horses quartered i n these s tables w i l l be moved out of the

park, showers and locker rooms wi l l be i n s t a l l e d in t h i s bu i ld ing ,

-he s t ruc ture i s of good design and i s readi ly adaptable to the p lan ,

ihe storage yard in the rear of the old s t ab le , which has been used for

t Continued]
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tfifty years as a dumping ground for refuse and discarded equipnent,

will be turned over to recreation. Handball courts will "be built

on the site of the old yard, xhe wall surrounding the old storage

yard will be demolished.

Access to the new field house for recreation in Central >ark

will be provided from the 97th street I'ransverse Hoad and from the

Park path system which encircles this area.

llhe connecting drive between the east and west park roads,

opposite 102nd Street, has been closed to vehicular traffic and this

area has been turned over to roller skating, xhe circular overlook

on the west side of the park, Opposite 105th street, has been conver-

ted into a roller 3kating rink. The Area in the center of the roller

skating rink has been set aside for lawn croquet and roque, while the

area around the rink has been reserved for other lawn sports.

A new playground for small children is also being built

adjacent to the roller skating circle.

iihe new facilities being added to Central Park are adjacent

to the tennis courts across the I'ransverse ^oad in the South ..eadow.

The Park Department also has set aside twenty-three restricted

small plots, adjacent to all of the pedestrian entrances to Jentral

Park, for children under five years of age, in which to dig with their

shovels and pails. Sand boxes are provided for this purpose*

lend)
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DEPARTMENT OF PARKS """ " -- -FOR _ MMEDIATE KELSA3E
ARSfflAL* CENTRAL PARK , MAT "lo,•••19-84.-- --
BUTTEftFIELD 8-9310

COLUMBIA YACHT CLUB against CITY OF NEW YORK

In vi«w of the decision of the Appellate Division setting

this case down for immediate trial and following Jud^e Wasservogel' s

decision in the Orchard Beach case, the Columbia Yacht Club has decided

not to contest Park Commissioner Moses* right to order the club to va-

cate property in Riverside P*rk which it has occupied for some years.

Counsel for the club has entered into a stipulation with

the Corporation Counsel discontinuing the action and agreeing to vacate

the club-house on or before June 17th, 1934 and to remove property be-

longing to the club from the premises on or before July 1st, 1934.. The

City has consented that the club may remove the club-house, if it cures

to do so, providing it is removed before July 1st.

The removal of this obstacle in the way of the West Side

Improvement will enable the P̂ .rk Commissioner to continue the improvement

of Riverside Park unobstructed by clubs, squatters, or other private

interests.

(end)
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Central Park
Tel. Buttftrfield 8-9310.

FOE IMMEDIATE
May 15,1934. • "r -m «i

The Department of Parks announced today the detailed plan of

development of the Orchard Beach section of Pelh'am Bay Park, in the Borough of The

Bronx, on which the technical staff has been working for several months. A

general outline of the plan was announced previously when the bath houses and sea-

wall arouad Pelfaam Bay were demolished and the campers who held permits to maintain

tent platforms were served notice to vacate the property by June the first.

The development requires a parkway to be cdtjistructed through the

peninsula to reach the privately owned development on City Island. This parkway

will be laid out as the backbone of the vehicular traffic system in this ar©a.

Secondary parkway drives will provide access to the recreational units in the park.

The whole stretch of shore northerly froa/the City Inland Road

along Pelham Bay, over a half mile in length, mil be rei&ttilt fcjy cutting into the

bank of the beach and adding additional hydraulic fill to widen the usable sand

beach area to approximately 200 feet in width. A boardwalk the entire length of

the beach will be constructed behind a masonry parapet wall.

On the bank overlooking the middle section of the beach and the

boardwalk, a brick bath house, to aceomodate 5,400 bathers at one time, will be

constructed. This bath house will follow the general scheme of developaent which

has proven satisfactory at Jones Beach State Park. The dressing iwxs and lockers

will be built in open court areas to let in a maximum of light and air. A refresh-

ment stand and open air self-service restaurant will be built in connection with the

bath house.

Adequate parking fields will be provided in the rear of the bath

house in the area up to now occupied by the tent colony. It will be necessary to

eliminate entirely the present road as well as the tent platforms. Thirty tennis

courts and a large picnic area will be built adjacent to the parking field. A

children's play area will also be constructed adjaeent to bbth the beach and the

parking field. Overlook parking spaces will be provided along the secondary park

drives.

Continued.
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South of the main parkway to City Island a forty acre athletic field

will be constructed to provide baseball, football and soccer fields. Fifteen

additional tennis courts will be built adjacent to this athletic field. .

At the southerly tip of the peninsula, between Pelham and

•Eastchester Bays, two boat harbors will be built. These marine basins are designed

to accommodate motor boats, sail boats, canoes and other small craft that use these

sheltered waters at the westerly end of Long Island Sound. The construction of

these marine basins will provide publicly owned and operated storage spaces and

landing docks for the many boats for which there are no adequate facilities either
make-shift

publicly or privately owned. Thd/boat and yacht clubs along the shore of this

section of the city can find here all the facilities needed to own and operate a

boat. A refreshment stand will be constructed between the two boat harbors to serve

the needs of the patrons of these marine basins.

Work has already been started following this detailed plan. The

road to Gity Island is well under way. The old bath house, which will be replaced

with a modern structure, has been torn down. These buildings which were

demolished, were very badly designed, improperly located and .badly built. The

seawall which was built of cobblestones has been demolished to make way for the

new boardwalk. The tortuous,, inadequately located roadway along the shore,

squeezed in between the old bath house and the camps, will be torn up to allow the

execution of the plan. Work on the building of the parking field will be started

on June the first, the date on which all of the campers are to remove all of their

personal property.

All of the work will be done, for the present, with labor and

material provided by the Works Division of the Department of Public Welfare,

Additional funds must be provided later. By commencing work on June 1, and

working through the remainder of the year and next spring, the new recreational area

can be open to public use next summer.

Continued.
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The plan takes the fullest advantage of the natural rocky hillside

and wooded areas. No attempt will be made to salvage any part of the previous

development of Orchard Beach. The original plan, built around the poorly

planned existing structures, would have necessitated unwarranted destruction

of the natural topography and woodland of this area, and would have produced

nothing of permanent value to the public.

Up to now one-third of the whole area of Orchard Beach has been

preempted as a special privilege for a few hundred campers. The new plan

provides facilities which will be open without exception to the general public.

No swiraoing will be permitted at Orchard Beach this summer.

Investigation has disclosed the water to be unfit for bathing. The source

of pollution is in a large measure local and the Park Department will see that

the contamination is eliminated by the summer of 1935 to restore this bathing

area to public usage.

-End-
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•DEPARTMENT OF PARKS
Arsenal, Cerffcral Eark.
Tel . ButiifiJCjBl^-9310.

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE.
May 15, 1934.

The Park Department announced today that construction will be re-

sumed immediately on the golf c-l.tb̂ house at Dyker Beach Park in Brooklyn. This

work was stopped two weeks ago pending a complete investigation of previous con-

struction. The Building is 60% completed. It has been under construction for

about a year and a Half. The work was financed through the old City Work Com-

mittee and tbe former Civil Works Administration. Plans were prepared and con-

struction supervised under the former Coramissioner of Parks, Brooklyn.

Mr. Aymar Embury, II, Consulting .architect, Major Gilnore D. Clarke,

Consulting Landscape Architect, and Mr. Emil K. Praeger, Consulting Civil Engineer,

of the Park Department, made a complete investigation of the structure and found

that there were many features which require correction before the building can be

occupied with safety. There is hardly any part of the building entirely free from

minor structural faults* It is the opinion of the engineering experts, however,

that the building can be made structurally safe by redesign of the work still to

be done and reconstruction of certain parts of the existing building.

The building is not ideally located in relation to the rest of the

layout of the park. Instead of being designed as an incident in the plan of the

municipal golf course and made an inconspicuous part of the topography, it was

put up in the most prominent part of the park, overlooking the harbor, and requires

sacrifices in design of the golf course that should not have been made. It is too

large and elaborate for its purpose, and reflects the bad taste and lack of

planning experience of those who were originally responsible for it.

The exterior architecture of the building is fairly satisfactory.

There is a great deal of waste space in the building which can be corrected by

reallocation, and the tearing out of some partitions, and construction of others.

The Commissioner of Parks announces that while the present staff of

the department would not have designed this structure inthe way it was done, it

wouldbe a waste of public funds, to tear down the building and start anew.

Work therefore, will be resumed immediately and the structure will be completed

by fall. It will cost approximately $75,000. in materials to complete the structure.

-End-



DEPARTMENT OF PARKS
Arsenal, Central Park

Tel. Butterfield 8-9310.

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE.
May 14, 1934.

The finals of the annual marble shooting contest, which was open to

all boys and girls under sixteen years, will be played separately for the Boys

Championship and Girls Championship of Greater New York at City Hall Plaza on

Tuesday, May 15th, at 4 p.m. under the auspices of the Park Department.

The successful- contestants in the jxreliminary games held in the

playgrounds of all five boroughs, who are to represent their respective boroughs

in the championship finals, are as follows:

BOYS — MANHATTAN — Howard Roettger, 369 -8th Ave. Age 14 years

Billy Anthony 311 West 55th St. -12 "
Edward Roettger, 369 - 8th Ave. 12 "
James McPartland, 284- 10th Ave. 9 "

GIRLS — Ruth Richardson, 62 West 56th St. 14 "
Dorothy Jones, 114 West 63d St. 16 "
Dora Richardson, 62 W. 56th St. 12 "

BRONX GIRLS —

— BOYS —

Betty Gallagher
Evelyn Plotnick
Marlyn Pearson
Phoebe Folke

Warren Kammins
Herbert Schalz,
Joseph DiUbaldo
George Schwager,

RICHMOND — BOYS only. James Burns
Tony Lucci
Fred Lafrado

QUEENS — BOYS

GIRLS

BROOKLYN — BOYS

BROOKLYN — GIRLS

John Atkinson
Charles John
Alex Tonimek
Robert Lenihan,

1703 Fulton Ave.
1699 " "
25 E. 193d St.
995 Summit Ave.

15 "
11 »
12 "
13 !l

115 W. 192nd St. 13
2601 Jerome. Ave. 15 "
3933 3d Ave. 14 "
3933 Sd " 14 "

14 Faber St.
11 » "
19 Simonson Ave.

119-15 Sutphin Blvd. 15 years
22-33 30th Drive,Astoria- 12
45-45 - 161st St. Flushing, 14
240-10 142nd Ave. Rosedale 14

Patty Smyth 147-33 Elm Ave. Flushing, 12
Betty Bergman 214-17 - 56th Ave. Baysido, 15
Edith Peragine 35-25 215 St. Bayside 11
Florence Buckholz 148-12- 153d Ave. South Ozone Park, 13.

Arthur Yacenda,
Munzio Aquilina
James Freola
Vito Migliore

2502 "S" Bklyn.
326 Stockholm St. Bklyn.
123 First Place, Bklyn.
2057 E. 14th St.

Vivian Kart 1817 55th Street, Bklyn.
Shirley Ponerante 1722 58th St., Bklyn.
Evelyn Smith 1955 54th St., Bklyn.

13
15
15
12

10
10
13
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The following rules vri.ll govern the contest:

1. All games shall be for fair, marbles must be returned to owners after
each game.

2. Players shall provide their own shooters and marbles for the games.
3. Shooters shall not be less than 5/8 inch nor aors than 7/3 inches in

diameter.
4. Marbles shall not be less than 1/2 nor more than 5/4 inches in diameter.
5. Players shall knuckle down on all shots.
6. Hunching and histing shall not be permitted on any shots, and where called

by the referee the shot shall be played for.
7. Players will first lag for a line marked from the ground from a distance

of ten feet for the order of their turns in each game.
8. Player tossing or shooting shooter nearest the line shoots first, next

shoots first, next shoots second, &c.
9. The ring shall be ten feet in diameter, with a cross scratched in the

center. In all games 15 ducks shall be used, one at the intersection of
the cross lines and the others placed three inches apart on each cross
line.

10. Starting the game, each player in his turn, according to the lagging out-
come knuckles down on the ring line and shoots— by lofting is possible to
knock one or more of the ducks out of the ring5 or to hit the shooter of
the preceding player. A player when shooting from the outside of the ring
must knuckle down from the ring line.

11. Ducks knocked out of the ring are held by the player knocking them out.
Ducks knocked only part way out of the ring.will be left where they come
to rest and the player following will be. permitted to shoot at then. A
player whose shooter goes outside the ring, at the time he has been success-
ful in shooting a duck out, will continue shooting from the ring line and
is permitted to take roundsters.

12. The referee's decision shall govern in all cases of disagreement and shall
be final.

A gold medal bearing the seal of the City and the figure of Victory

will be presented by the Park Department to the winners of the Boys Championship

and to the winner of the Girls Championship. Silver medals for second place

and bronze medals for third place wdll be presented to the boys and girls finishing

in these positions.



DEPABTMEOTP OF P,
Arsenal, Central

T©1. Batterfield 8-9310.

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE.
May 10, 1934.

The Department of Parks announced today that, effective Saturday,

May 12th, a charge af 25 <f, will be made for parking an automobile and bOi for

the parking of a bus at the parking spaces listed "below:

MANHATTAN Speedway north of 155th Street
Isham Park, near ballfield.

BRONX Pelham Bay Park - Rice Stadium
Split Lock
Hunter Island .
1st tee - Golf Course.

Van Courtlandt - Mosholu Club House
1st Tee- Van Courtlandt Golf Course
Parade Grpunds
Picnic Grounds.

QUEENS Alley Pond, adjacent to Grand Central Parkway
Hillside, " . " " " "
Jacob Riis
Kissena
Forest - Band Stand and Victory Field
Clearview

BROOKLYN Dreamland parking field, Coney Island
Dyker Beach .
Prospect Park- Concourse at the Lake

Picnic House
Lookout Hill

RICHMOND LaTourette Club House
Silver Lake Club House
WilloWbrook

These are the large formal parking areas in the City park system.

Where free parking is permitted in overlooks or along the park drives, a one haur

parking limit will fee established.

There are inadequate parking facilities in all of the City parks and

the charge of 25^ for the exclusive use of part of the park by the owner qf an

automobile is necessary- In addition to providing revenue for the City for.

the maintenance and operation df the park system, it provides a means for J. i

controlling the disorderly procedure in storing automobiles which existed in

the past. In order to line up the cars properly so that the owner of an

automobile can leave the area freely, attendants must be provided to control

the spacing of the care.

(Continued)
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The City cannot afford to pay these attendants unless a charge is made for

this particular service. In connection with the new parking fields at

Alley and Hillside Parks along the Grand Central P&rkway, picnic areas,

fireplaces for outdoor cooking, tables and playgrounds have been provided,

and these will be enlarged according to the demand.

.Where charges are made ior parking at golf courses or tennis

courts, holders of season permits or daily receipts will not be required to

pay an additional charge for parking their cars.

Dreamland Parking Field at Coney Island, operated by a

concession agreement, which was recently cancelled by the Commissioner of

Parks, will be operated on a Zbi charge every day of the week, including

Saturdays, Sundays and holidays. Formerly, under the old agreement, the

concessionaire was allowed to raise his price to 50^ on Sundays.

A similar arrangement existed at Jacob Riis Park where bOi

was charged on Sunday because the concessionaire could exact this fee. This

fee will also he reduced to Zbgi every day cf the W6ek.

-End-



R iLDEPARTMENT OF PARKS i FOfi IMMEDIATE RELEASE.
THE ARSENAL, CENTRAL PARK. %•-*- •* May 9, 193^.
Tel. Butterfield 8-9310.

The Park Department announced initial plans today for the

accommodation of the officers and enlisted men of the various units of the

United States Fleet which will be anchored opposite Riverside Park and Drive

between 79th and 97th Streets during the visit of the fleet to New York,

commencing May 31st.

This section is now being provided with temporary facilities by the

department. Two landing stages are being provided at 79th and 96th Streets.

Everything possible will be done to provide for the comfort of the officers

and enlisted men and their guests.

A large plaza, approximately 100 x 300 feet, is to be provided at

79th Street between the New York Central•tracks and the North River. On this

will be erected a large temporary concession stand and a comfort station.

In the space between these two buildings, 50 x 100 feet, an ample number of

benches will be placed for the use of those waiting for launches to take them *

to the ships, and in the center, an information booth is to be built with a

flagpole. These three temporary buildings will be of appropriate design and

will be painted in attractive colors.

North of the plaza a large space will be fenced off for the use of

taxis and buses, and to the south of the plaza another area will be reserved

as a parking space for private vehicles.

A list of the ships anchored at this point vail be posted on a large

bulletin board.

The landing stage at 96th Street will be treated in a somewhat

similar manner. A large plaza with temporary information booth and concession

stand, comfort stations and parking areas for public and private vehicles will

be provided. Portions of this section are to be resurfaced with smooth blocks

(Continued)
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to replace the present cobble-stones.

The Flag Ship of the Floets the Battleship Pennsylvania, will be

anchored off 97th Street.

A special temporary building conforming: to plans of the Navy

Department is being erected at the 96th Street pier. This is to be used as

a receiving depots for all meats, vegetables and other food supplies for the

fleet. All supplies must pass goverment inspection at this point before being

transported to the ships.

There are to be sign posts bearing the names of the various ships

which may be visited from each one of the three landing stages to help visitors

reach the ship desired and to minimize traffic congestion. These vri.ll be

erected at 79th Street, 97th Street and 122nd Street and Riverside Drive.

These arrangements are being made by the Park Department after

consultation with representatives of the Navy and of the Dock Department.

Portions of the piers to be used are being repaired by the Dock

Department, which department also is building gangways to the several floats

which are to be anchored to either side of the piers.

Additional launches in excess of those provided and operated by the

Navy will be available for the use of visitors. These extra boats will be

under the direct supervision of the Dock Department.

The Dock Department will provide independently all facilities required

above 97th Street.

The entire fleet will number about 100 ships of various types and the

personnel will total around 36,000 men.

It is expected that twelve to fifteen thousand people will visit the

ships on Sundays and that the fleet will receive about five to six thousand

visitors on week days.

The fleet is scheduled to leave New York the 17th of June.

-End-
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DEPARTMENT OF PARKS
Arsenal> Central Park
Tel. Butterfield 8-9510.

FOR II/iMEDIATE RELEASE
May 2, 1934.,

Plans for the rehabilitation of Crotona Park were announced by the

Park Department today. The territory to be improved lies along the westerly

side of the park from Claremont Parkway to East 175th Street. The narrow

flagstone walk now in place will be removed and an attractive broad walk will

be constructed. The new type of park benches recently adopted by the Park

Department will be placed along the entire walk. This part of the improvement

is designed for the particular USG of mothers and children.

To meet the great demand which has existed for many years for

baseball facilities in the neighborhood of Crotona Park East, the park road at

East 173d Street and Crotona Park will be closed and a baseball diamond and

backstop constructed. Additional baseball diamonds will bo constructed on

the west side of the park where an appropriate location will be obtained by the

removal of a small quantity of rock. A playground and handball courts will

be constructed in the soutnwest corner of the park.

The mounds located in the vicinity of East 175th Street will be

improved with attractive plantations of trees and shrubbery.

The lavms located at Arthur Avenue north of East 175th Street,

Crotona Park East between Prospect and Wilkins Avenue, Charlotte Street and

Suburban Place and also those between Wilkins Avenue and Charlotte Street will

be restored.

An additional improvement in this neighborhood will be the

construction of ten new tennis courts and it is expected that a new tennis

house will be opened this season for the use of the players. Yfaen the

new courts are completed, this park will have thirty courts and a modern

locker house with showers.

The rehabilitation of Crotona Park will get under way within the

next two weeks.

- End-



OF P A R K ^ IDlf IMMEDIATE RELEASE.
tal, Central Park. . April 27, 1934.

i Butterfield 8-9S1O.

Sarah S. Deanen, Secretary.

The fifty-two shacks comprising the veterans' camp between 72nd

Street and 79th Street, between Riverside Drive and the Hudson River will be

torn down on May the first. Provision has been.made for the Department of

Public Welfare to transfer these men to a farm at Greycourt. There are eighty-

three other shacks along Riverside Drive on the Hudson River, housing over one

hundred men, which will be torn down at the same tine that the Hudson River

Yacht Club and the Columbia Yacht Club will be demolished.

A reinforced concrete coal hopper at the foot of 96th Street, on

the River, will be wrecked immediately. This coal hopper on Park land has

for years been an improper usage of Park property. It interferes with the

West Side Improvement Plan and the area it occupies will be restored to

recreational usage in accordance with the Plan. The ground floor of this

structure houses miscellaneous equipment which is being stored by private

corporations with no permit from the City. Another frame coal hopper is now

leased by a firm of retail coal dealers. The City has been receiving a

yearly rental for this structure but it occupies park land and is another

example of improper use. of a recreational area. Agitation for removal of

these obstructions and eyesores has been going on for years without action

on the part of the responsible public officials.

Most of the old docks in the vicinity of 96th Street will be torn

down. All will be left, however, for the use of the Navy during the visit

of the Pacific and Atlantic fleets in June.

A dilapidated lunch wagon on the waterfront at 96th Street will

also be torn down, and a temporary food stand will be provided for the sailors

during the stay of the fleet. When the fleet leaves, this temporary building

will be demolished.

There is another group of eleven shacks built around the piling

tinder the dock at 96th Street. These wharf dwellers are literally clinging

to the underpinnings of the rotting dock structure. They will, of course,

b e t o r n d o w n i m m e d i a t e l y . .•''•-••

Hi,.
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DEPARTMENT 0? PiituvS . ,~r ±., iH
Arsenal, Central Park . ., J 26, LC54.
Tel. Butterfield 8-9310.

Sarah S. Dennen, Secretary..

The public links at Forest Ellis, nine holes, will open

this Saturday. The popularity of the newly reduced foe for pemits this

year is recorded in the number of permits issued te date. Some 2745 permits?

a considerable number over the Park Department's record last year, have

already been issued. Another factor accountable for the increased registration

is that permits are good on the golf courses in all boroughs.

The Department announces that holders of 1934 brass tags

must immediately comply -with the new regulations by surrendering their brass

tags at any of the following offices:

Bronx: Zbrowski Mansion, East 173d Street and Clareraont

Parkway,
Brooklyn: Litchfield Mansion, Prospect Park West & 5th St.
Manhattan: The Arsenal, 5th Ave. & 64th St., Central Park
Queens: The Overlook, Union Turnpike & Park Lane, Forest Park,

Kew Gardens
Richmond: Borough Hall, St.George, Staten Island, N.Y.

At the same time, it is necessary for each applicant to

furnish a small snap-shot photo, if x if- to be pasted on each permit. The

brass tags were issued prior to the installation of the present system only

as an emergency measure, and these tags will not be honored any longer as a

permit to play on the city links.
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Butterfield 8-9310. AP**1 20 , 1934

Sarah S. Dennen, Secretary.

Commissioner Moses of the Department of Parks has

notified the Columbia Yacht Club, at 86th Street and the Hudson

Eiver, and the Hudson River Yacht Club, at 90th Street and the

SHudson River, to vacate the city property occupied by them,

by the following letter:

April 17, 1934.

Dear Sirs:

This is to notify you that you are occupying

property belonging to the City of Few York under the

supervision of the Department of Parks without a per-

mit.

This property is needed immediately for con-

struction wcrk. Please vacate the property and remove

all personal property belonging to you from the premises

by May 1, 1934O If your property is not removed by

that date it will be treated as abandoned property.

Very truly yours,

Robert Moses,
Commissioner*

(end)
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COLUMBIA YACHT CLUB, :
Plaintiff,

-against-

ROBERT MOSES, as Commissioner of Parks
of the City of New York, and THS CITY :
OF NEW YORK,

Defendants.

STATE OF NEW YORK :
ss.

COUNTY OF NEW YORK :

ROBERT MOSES being duly sworn, deposes and says:

I am and have been since January 19, 1934 the Park

Commissioner of The City of New York duly appointed and acting as

such pursuant to the provisions of Chapter two of the Laws of 1934.

I found upon taking office that one of the most important

park developments to which the City was committed by law and con-

tract, and on which millions of dollars had been expended, had

practically come to a standstill. This was the so-called West Side

Plan as it affected Riverside Park. This plan which is incorporated

in an agreement between the City and the New York Central Railroad,

dated July 2nd, 1939, and which was the subject of debate and dis-

cussion for approximately twenty years, and which was made pursuant

to Section 5 of Chapter 677 of the Laws of 1928, as amended by

Chapter 431 of the Laws of 1939, contemplates among other things,

the roofing over of the tracks of the New York Central Railroad

from Riverside Park at Seventy-second Street to the Harlem River.

This plan also involves the extension of the West Side Elevated

Highway on the roof constructed over the tracks, the extension,

widening, improvement, beautification, and development for

recreational, boating and other purposes of the reconstructed



Riverside Park. Among other things, the plan includes a series

of boat basins, athletic fields, walks, under and over passes,

grade eliminations, and other improvements. The adoption of

this plan involved the cooperation of numerous agencies, in-

cluding the Legislature and Governor of the State, the Board

of Estimate and Apportionment, the Hew York Central Railroad,

the Board of Transportation, the Transit Commission, the Port

of New York Authority, and numerous other agencies of the city.

I found that the City had a credit of Three Million Two

Hundred Thousand Dollars ($3,300,000.) with the New York Central

Railroad available for construction between Seventy-second and

Eighty-sixth Streets in Riverside Park, and that there was also

available a considerable sum of relief money to pay for labor

and materials which could be used by me as park commissioner to

supplement the funds to be expended by the New York Central

Railroad. All of the work above described is under the

direction and control of the park commissioner, subject to the

terms of the West Side agreement and by resolution of the Board

of Estimate and Apportionment. Part of this work has already

been done. For example, the railroad has expended approximately

One Million Dollars ($1,000,000.) on retaining walls which extend

from Seventy-second to Seventy-ninth Street, and the City has

expended from time to time large sums for bulkheading and filling.

I found that there were a number of encroachments in

the way of this important plan. The encroachments which most

seriously interfered with the resumption of work on this project

were shacks of various squatters, the Columbia Yacht Club, and

another yacht club. I immediately took steps to have these

encroachments removed. There were discussions with the officers

of the Columbia Yacht Club with reference to the abandonment of

the club.
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I found that this club had occupied the premises on the

basis of an annual permit which contained a clause which provided

that the permit was revocable at any time, at the instance of

the Park Commissioner. The officers of the club wished to

remain during the summer, and at first an effort was made to

work out a plan of construction which would make this possible.

Further study indicated that such a plan was not practical, and

could only be carried out at great expense and unjustified

inconvenience. It should be noted that the continued

existence of this club at its present location is impossible

anyway, because the club is immediately in the path of the West

Side improvement.

This club has enjoyed the use of enormously valuable

park land for many years at an absurdly low rental. The club

has paid the City Three Hundred Dollars ($300.00) a year for land

worth at least Twenty-five Thousand Dollars ($35,000.) a year.

The club has rented landing orivileges to another yacht club for

five times the annual rental which it pays the City. This

club has been enabled to exist on membership dues of Fifty

Dollars ($50.00) a year because of the nominal rental paid to the

City. Whatever improvements the club may have made in the way

of fill, have been on its own risk, and with the full knowledge

that the time must come when the City would take over the land.

It should be noted in this connection that the fill made by the

club is inconsequential compared to the hundreds of thousands of

cubic yards of fill placed on adjacent land by the City for the

extension of Riverside Park in accordance with the West Side

Improvement Plan.

Among the many evidences that the Columbia Yacht Club

was fully informed as to the West Side Plan and as to the effect

which this plan would inevitably have on the club is the fact that
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the club made an effort in 1931 to have this plan modified so as

to include the club as an official feature by building1 the

retaining wall of the railroad in such a way as to preserve the

club site. The same firm of architects which prepared the

plans for the City was retained by the club to prepare a

modification of the City*s plans for the purpose of including the

club. This proposed modification of the plan to preserve a

private club in the midst of a City Park was so grossly and

obviously at variance with all sound principles that it was

rejected bv the City and never became part of the official plan.

At the time that this modification was proposed the club also

tried unsuccessfully to obtain a twenty year lease through the

Park Commissioner. A proposal for this lease was submitted by

the Park Commissioner to the Corporation Counsel. No lease

was granted, presumably because the Corporation Counsel informed

the Park Commissioner that he had no power to make a lease and

could merely grant an annual permit.

Further attention is called to the fact that all

encroachments on Riverside Drive are being removed, including

coal pockets, garages, and other structures north of Ninety-sixth

Street, and that absolutely no exceptions are being made.

There is no possible way in which the existence of

this club can be reconciled with the West Side Plan and the

proposed Riverside Park Improvement. The roofing over of

the tracks and the fill and landscaping west of the tracks will

necessitate the removal of the club house. All the facilities

which the club has afforded in the way of landing places for

boats, will be provided for the general public under the plan.

No private facilities are needed for this purpose.

It should also be ncted that all necessary facilities

for the landing and visiting of the Fleet this summer will be

adenuately provided by the arrangements now being worked out by

the Park, Dock and Police Departments. The Columbia Yacht Club

-4-



might provide additional entertainment for some officers, but

this can not be said to be an essential function which should be

allowed to interrupt the Wet.t Side Improvement.

The statement that the area west of the tracks of the

New York Central Railroad in Riverside Park is not part of the

park is absurd. It is the whole purpose of the West Side' Plan

to extend the park by adding to the area on the waterfront.

This is also the purpose of roofing over the tracks and placing

the highway on the roof. It was also the purpose of the

bulk-heading and filling which has been going on for years. The

statement that the railroad tracks constitute an impassable bar-

rier to the waterfront is also wholly false. As a matter of fact

there are several crossings protected by gates, and there would

be no approach to the Columbia Yacht Club other than a narrow

foot-bridge over the railroad tracks if it were not for the

present grade crossing at Seventy-ninth Street. The reason why

State grade crossing funds are available for the West Side Project

is precisely because present crossings at grade are to be

eliminated under the Comprehensive Plan in the sole interest of

users of the park.

Work on the West Side Improvement between Seventy-

second and Eighty-sixth Streets will necessitate among other

things the digging up of subway rock in the entire area and using

this rock for a rip-rap wall. It will also necessitate other con-

struction by both contract and relief forces which will make

access to the club in the course of the summer impossible. The

logical and orderly planning and execution of a project of such

scope should not be hampered or conditioned by considerations of

sentiment or social standing affecting a single structure which has

for years pre-empted City Park Property on the basis of a nominal

rental, and Tdiich enjoys no present legal status of any kind.

-5-



There is no objection to the removal of the club house.

The building is of no use whatsoever to the City.

Sworn to before me this
*• (Sgd.) Robert Koses

26th day of April, 1934. :

(3gd.) Hazel M. Tappan
Notary Public
Hew York Co.

-6-



SUPREME COURT OF THS STATE OF NEW YORK

COUNTY OF NEW YORK

COLUMBIA YACHT CLUB, :
Plaintiff,

-against-

ROBERT MOSES, as Commissioner of Parks
of the City of New York, and THE CITY :
OF NEW YORK,

Defendants.

STATE OF NEW YORK :
ss.

COUNTY OF NEW YORK :

ROBERT MOSES being duly sworn, deposes and says:

I am and have been since January 19, 1934 the Park

Commissioner of The City of New York duly appointed and acting as

such pursuant to the provisions of Chapter two of the Laws of 1934.

I found upon taking office that one of the most important

park developments to which the City was committed by law and con-

tract, and on which millions of dollars had been expended, had

practically come to a standstill. This was the so-called West Side

Plan as it affected Riverside Park. This plan which is incorporated

in an agreement between the City a.nd the New York Central Railroad,

dated July 2nd, 1939, and which was the subject of debate and dis-

cussion for approximately twenty years, and which was made pursuant

to Section 5 of Chapter 677 of the Laws of 1938, as amended by

Chapter 431 of the Laws of 1939, contemplates among other things,

the roofing over of the tracks of the New York Central Railroad

from Riverside Park at Seventy-second Street to the Harlem River.

This plan also involves the extension of the West Side Elevated

Highway on the roof constructed over the tracks, the extension,

widening, improvement, beautification, and development for

recreational, boating and other purposes of the reconstructed
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Riverside Park. Among other things, the plan includes a series

of boat basins, athletic fields, walks, under and over passes,

grade eliminations, and other improvements. The adoption of

this plan involved the cooperation of numerous agencies, in-

cluding the Legislature and Governor of the State, the Board

of Estimate and Apportionment, the New York Central Railroad,

the Board of Transportation, the Transit Commission, the Port

of New York Authority, and numerous other agencies of the city.

I found that the City had a credit of Three Million Two

Hundred Thousand Dollars (#3,200,000.) with the New York Central

Railroad available for construction between Seventy-second and

Eighty-sixth Streets in Riverside Park, and that there was also

available a considerable sum of relief money to pay for labor

and materials which could be used by me as park commissioner to

supplement the funds to be expended by the New York Central

Railroad. All of the work above described is under the

direction and control of the park commissioner, subject to the

terms of the West Side agreement and by resolution of the Board

of Estimate and Apportionment. Part of this work has already

been done. For example, the railroad has expended approximately

One Million Dollars ($1,000,000.) on retaining walls which extend

from Seventy-second to Seventy-ninth Street, and the City has

expended from time to time large sums for bulkheading and filling.

I found that there were a number of encroachments in

the way of this important plan. The encroachments which most

seriously interfered with the resumption of work on this project

were shacks of various squatters, the Columbia Yacht Club, and

another yacht club. I immediately took steps to have these

encroachments removed. There were discussions with the officers

of the Columbia Yacht Club with reference to the abandonment of

the club.



ft

I found that this club had occupied the premises on the

basis of an annual permit which contained a clause which provided

that the permit was revocable at any time, at the instance of

the Park Commissioner. The officers of the club wished to

remain during the summer, and at first an effort was made to

work out a plan of construction which would make this possible.

Further study indicated that such a plan was not practical, and

could only be carried out at great expense and unjustified

inconvenience. It should be noted that the continued

existence of this club at its present location is impossible

anyway, because the club is immediately in the path of the West

Side improvement.

This club has enjoyed the use of enormously valuable

park land for many years at an absurdly low rental. The club

has paid the City Three Hundred Dollars (|300.00) a year for land

worth at least Twenty-five Thousand Dollars ($35,000.) a year.

The club has rented landing Privileges to another yacht club for

five times the annual rental which it pays the City. This

club has been enabled to exist on membership dues of Fifty

Dollars (|50,00) a year because of the nominal rental paid to the

City. Whatever improvements the club may have made in the way

of fill, have been on its own risk, and with the full knowledge

that the time must come when the City would take over the land.

It should be noted in this connection that the fill made by the

club is inconsequential compared to the hundreds of thousands of

cubic yards of fill placed on adjacent land by the City for the

extension of Riverside Park in accordance with the West Side

Improvement plan.

Among the many evidences that the Columbia Yacht Club

was fully informed as to the West Side Plan and as to the effect

which this plan would inevitably have on the club is the fact that
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the club made an effort in 1931 to have this plan modified so as

to include the club as an official feature by building- the

retaining wall of the railroad in such a way as to preserve the

club site. The same firm of architects which prepared the

plans for the City was retained by the club to prepare a

modification of the City's plans for the purpose of including the

club. This proposed modification of the plan to preserve a

private club in the midst of a City Park was so grossly and

obviously at variance with all soumd principles that it was

rejected bv the City and never became part of the official plan.

At the time that this modification was proposed the club also

tried unsuccessfully to obtain a twenty year lease through the

Park Commissioner. A proposal for this lease was submitted by

the Park Commissioner to the Corporation Counsel. No lease

was granted, presumably because the Corporation Counsel informed

the Park Commissioner that he had no power to make a lease and

could merely grant an annual permit.

Further attention is called to the fact that all

encroachments on Riverside Drive are being removed, including

coal pockets, garages, and other structures north of Ninety-sixth

Street, and that absolutely no exceptions are being made.

There is no possible way in which the existence of

this club can be reconciled with the West Side Plan and the

proposed Riverside Park Improvement. The roofing over of

the tracks and the fill and landscaping west of the tracks will

necessitate the removal of the club house. All the facilities

which the club has afforded in the way of landing places for

boats, will be provided for the general public under the plan.

No private facilities are needed for this purpose.

It should also be noted that all necessary facilities

for the landing and visiting of the Fleet this summer will be

adeouately provided by the arrangements now being worked out by

the Park, Dock and Police Departments. The Columbia Yacht Club
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might provide additional entertainment for some officers, but

this can not be said to be an essential function which should be

allowed to interrupt the West Side Improvement.

The statement that the area we&t of the tracks of the

New York Central Railroad in Riverside Park is not part of the

park is absurd. It is the whole purpose of the West Side Plan

to extend the park by adding to the area on the waterfront.

This is also the purpose of roofing over the tracks and placing

the highway on the roof. It was also the purpose of the

bulk-heading and filling which has been going on for years. The

statement that the railroad tracks constitute an impassable bar-

rier to the waterfront is also wholly false. As a matter of fact

there are several crossings protected by gates, and there would

be no approach to the Columbia Yacht Club other than a narrow

foot-bridge over the railroad tracks if it were not for the

present grade crossing at Seventy-ninth Street. The reason why

State grade crossing funds are available for the West Side Project

is precisely because present crossings at grade are to be

eliminated under the Comprehensive Plan in the sole interest of

users of the park.

Work on the West Side Improvement between Seventy-

second and Eighty-sixth Streets will necessitate among other

things the digging up of subway rock in the entire area and using

this rock for a rip-rap wall. It will also necessitate other con-

struction by both contract and relief forces which will make

access to the club in the course of the summer impossible. The

logical and orderly planning and execution of a project of such

scope should not be hampered or conditioned by considerations of

sentiment or social standing affecting a single structure which has

for years pre-empted City Park Property on the basis of a nominal

rental, and i/iiich enjoys no present legal status of any kind.
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There is no objection to the removal of the club house.

The building is of no use whatsoever to the City.

Sworn to before me this
(Sgd.) _ Robert Moses

26th day of April, 1934.

(Sgd.) Hazel M. Tappan
Hotary Public
New York Co.
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'Asnaarr OF PARKS
Arsenal, Central
Tel. Buttferfield 8-9310.

Sarah S.Bennen, Secretary.

A complete plan of development of the old reservoir site in

Central Park has been adopted by the Department of Parks and work is being

pushed to finish the construction of this area by summer. The old

abandoned reservoir has been almost entirely filled. Xae new plan included

construction of a system of walks coordinated v/ith the adjacent path system

of the Park. The center of the area will be developed into a tree~studded

lawn surrounded by an oval shaped promenade. At the north ond of the

oval, between the larger receiving reservoir and the old abandoned site,

two four acre playgrounds will be constructed* The westerly playground

tdll be reserved for small childron. A large v/ading pool is almost

completed. The rest of the space in this small children's playground

will be equipped with kindergarten swings, sand boxes, slides, small

children's see saws and other playground equipment. This playground area

will be planted to provide shade for mothers and nurses. The easterly

playground will accomodate larger children and will be fitted witli> outdoor

gymnasium equipment. Adjacent to these playgrpunds for the small children

and Adolescents, adult recreational facilities such as shuffle board, croquet

fields and lawn bowls will be provided.

A new restaurant and beer garden is being constructed at the north

end of the Mall in the arcade adjacent to the Bethesda Fountain esplanade.

A food bar to accommodate the park patrons will be constructed on one side

of this arcade. A simple restaurant v.'ill bo built into the other side.

A few tables will be placed on the terrace north of the arcade. Several

light refreshments, including beer and wine will be served in this area.

The north meadow above the existing reservoir which has been used

for many years for hockey, baseball and football has never been properly laid

out for these facilities. This moadow will be screened from the East and

West Drives and laid.out for field sports. Baseball may be played here

(Continued)
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in the spring and summer, football and soccer in the fall and field hockey

will be played in the proper season. The reconstruction of the dilapidated

grass area this season %rould prohibit its use for recreational purposes, but

the area will be regraded at the close of the sumaer season.

The row boats have been removed from the pond at the southeast

corner of the park. This saall area has steep bonks and is inadequate for

this facility. Row boating will be continued in the lake in the middle of

the park and on Harlem Keer at 110th Street.

Work on the Tavern on the Green which is being built from the

shell of the old sheepfold is progressing rapidly. This moderately priced

restaurant will be opened by Decoration Day.

Several other major improvements in the Park will be undertaken

next fall. Sharp curves in the alignment of the Park drives vdll be

eliminated and pedestrian underpasses providing access % the marginal

avenues to the several recreational areas vftll fce built. The paths will be

resurfaced where necessary. If this work were carried on during the summer it

would interfere with the proper public usage of the Park, and it will,

therefore, be delayed until the fall.

A repair and maintenance crew of 500 men started at the south

end of the Park and are working northerly, repainting benches, fences, sign

posts, lamp standards, and other park structures. Hew waste cans are being

set out and the Park is undergoing a thorough spring cleaning.

End.
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Sarah S. De: nan, Secretary

A complete plan of development of the old reservoir s i te in

Central Park has been adopted by the Department of Parka and work Is being

pushed to finish the construction of this area by summer. Tb> old

abandoned reservoir has been almost entirely filled* The new plan included

construction of a system of walks coordinated with the adjacent path system

of the Park. The center of the area will be developed into a tree-studded

lawn surrounded by an oval shaped promenade. At the north end of the

oval, between the larger receiving reservoir and the old abandoned s i t e ,

two four acre playgrounds will be constructed. The westerly playground

wil l be reserved for small children. A large wading pool is almost

completed. The rest of the space in this small children's playground

will be equipped with kindergarten swings, sand boxes, slides, small

children's see saws and other playground equipment. This playground area

will be planted to provide shade for mothers and nurses. The easterly

playground will accommodate larger children and will be fitted with outdoor

gymnasium equipment. Adjacent to these playgrounds for he small children

and adolescents, adult recreational fac i l i t i e s such as shuffle board, croquet

fields and lawn bowls wi l l be provided*

A new restaurant and beer garden is being constructed at the north

end of the Mall in the arcade adjaoent to the Bathesda fountain esplanade.

A food bar to accommodate the park patrons will be constructed on one side

of this arcade. A simple restaurant wil l be built into the other side.

A few tables wil l be plaoed on the terrace north of the arcade. Several

light refreshments, including beer and wine wil l be served in this area.

The north meadow above the existing reservoir which has been used

for many years for hockey, baseball and football has never been properly laid

out for these fac i l i t i es . This meadow wil l be screened from the Bast and

West Drives and laid out for field sports. isaseball ioay be played here
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in the spring and stunner, football and soccer in the f a l l and field hockey

wi l l be played in the proper season* The reconstruction of the dilapidated

grass area th is season would prohibit i t s use for recreational purposes, but

the area wil l be rafraded at the dose of the summer season.

The row boats have been removed from the pond at the southeast

corner of the park. This small area has steep banks and i s inadequate for

th is fac i l i ty . law boating will be continued in the lake in the middle of

the park and on Harlem Meer at 110th Street.

Work on the Tavern on the Green which is being- built form the

shell of the old sheepfold is progressing rapidly. This moderately nrieed

restaurant will be opened by Decoration Bay.

Several other major Jj^rovefflents in the Park wi l l be undertaken

next f a l l . Sharp curves in the alignment of the Park drives will be

eliminated and pedestrian underpasses providing access from the marginal

avenues to the several recreational areas wil l be built. The paths wil l be

resurfaced where necessary. If th i s work were carried on during the summer

i t would interfere with the proper public usage of the Park, and it wi l l ,

therefore, be delayed until the f a l l .

A repair and maintenance orew of 500 taen started at the south

end of the Park and are working northerly, repainting benches, fences, sign

posts, lamp standards, and other park structures. New waste cans are

being set out and the P a * is undergoing a thorough spring cleaning.
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Arsenal, Central Park
Tel. Butterfield 8-9310.

Sarah S. Dennen, Secretary.

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE.
March 23, 1934.

if

These are busy days in the Greenhouses facing Woodhaven Boulevard

just south of Myrtle Avenue in Forest Park, Borough of Queens. Workmen are

tenderly carrying pots of lilies and armfuls of bright tulips from the pits,

while others are busy constructing frames and stands around the large cross

which will be the feature of the exhibit, for the Park Department is preparing

the Easter Show which will gladden the hearts of thousands during the Easter

season.

The show will be opened to the public on Palm Sunday and continue

daily from 8 a.m. to 9 p.m. during Easter week. There will be 700 gleaming

Easter lilies massed in the form of a cross and banks of bright tulips,

hyacinths and daffodils harmoniously arranged to surround its grassy base with

color. In the foreground there will be over 200 pot3 of daisies bordered

by cuphea and glowing double yellow tulips. Clusters of hydrangeas and tall

Darwins, hyacinths in all shades of pink, lavender and blue, yellow genestra

and many other colorful blooms will be arranged and massed against a background of

palms and fern to produce a magnificent spectacle of color climaxing in the

gleaming whiteness of the lilies.

It is estimated that no less than three or four thousand visitors

will gaze on this inspiring array of beauty daily and many will take away with

them a more hopeful outlook and be the richer for the short time spent with

spring's promise of another bright season.



. DEPAHTfclHITT--OS PARKS ' • . " FOR". IMMEDIATE SEC.
A r s e n a l , C e n t r a l P a r k , . Far oh. 22, 1934 . '

Tel.. Butterfieid 8-9310 ' J

Sarah S.•Dennen, Secretary. . ; r\

The plan for the development of Kissena Park in the. Borough - of

iueens has been finally deterniined by the Department of. Parks. The

greater part of this 217 acre area is to be developed'into an informal

park, but is to include recreational facil i t ies for adults as well as

children.

The features to be. provided for adult recreation will include a

large outdoor swimming, pool, tennis courts, handball courts, baseball,

hoc key i and football fields and archery ranges.

An. 18 hole pitch and putt golf course, requiring less than 50

acres of land, will start from the central club house. This golf

will have regulation greens and tees but the fairways will only be long

enough to provide for an approach shot. The holes will vary from 60

yards to 12 5 yards in length." I t was decided to e stab.lish this type of

golf course in preference to a- nine hole course, because the :;itch and

putt course requires no xpensive outlay of equipment for the player-.

Players can play the course after work in the evening as i t requires

only one hour to make the rounds.

Boating facilit ies will be provided on the Ilissena Lake and a

system of t ra i ls and paths through the 150 acres not required for the

recreational plant, yd 11 be built . .

Playgrounds for children wi 11 be built around the margin of

the park.

i



Arsenal, Central i'ark ^ilarcn 17, 1934.
Tel. Butterfield 8-9310. /:

Sarah s. Dennen, Secretary.

Spring is here!

Her coming will fee celebrated by the yearly pilgrimage to ; rospect

Conservatory where the annual sister flower Display will open on Holy Saturday

and continue for three weeks. Assisting Mile. Printemps will be 10,000 floral

beauties in 300 groups, all en jardinelre with a background of ferns and palms -

the Saster Flower Show in full bloom and loveliness.

This mnual display has so grown in grace and popularity as to have become

a fixture in the social calendar of thousands. Every year has found the show more

beautiful and notable than its predecessor. Last year's event drew 165,983 visitors

and this number did not include school children.

Pilgrims came by private and public motor car, trolley, subway, "L",

afoot and horseback. Last year, on Saster Sunday, the crowd began arriving at

7x30 a.m. and from then until dark, 33,678 Individuals passed through the

conservatory. Of parked cars on that day, there were 4,271 from Hew York; 33 from

Pennsylvania; 43 from Connecticut; eight from Massachusetts; five from Rhode Island

and 751 i-'rom Sew Jersey.

How - the thoughtful visitor may marvel • does it ceme to pass that the

flowers all open oa tine, in spite of variable weather and fluctuating thermometer?

How does it happen that the plane are in full bloom for the Saster show, the gardaer

achieving a timeliness arrived at by the modiste in decking a debutante for the

Saster Parade? The answer is it Just does not happen. It Is planned.

Should anyone harbor the Idea that there Is much new in current theories

of planned living, let him consider existence in a conservatory nursery.
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He will Imam, on investigation, that the Easter Flower Show, petal,

eepal, bud, calyx, stem and leaf - Is readied through long months, with skill,

patience and watchfulness, the uninitiated can have little idea, when inhaling

fragrance or gazing at "beauty in the Springtime show, of the care and detailed

method employed to bring the plants to their timely and perfect assumption of

blossoms. Sach plant has its formula for care, diet and temperature.

This month a year ago, the propagating and growing of the plants for

exhibition in the greenhouses during Eastertide, were started* In the meantime

each plant has seen plucked, sheared, repotted, cultivated, watered, sprayed*

washed and fed in turn.

Sons of the plants are lilies, used in their several varieties in the

show. Blaster lilies form the glgentie erot s which is an annual feature of the

exhibit, & symbol of arresting beauty and significance. The Japanese Saster Lily

requires five months to mature, and the growing period of the others is variable.

k full year is needed for the burgeoning of others, * cinerarias, calceolarias,

schiianthus, camellias, gardenias, acacias, genesters and asaleas*

ffc# flowering plum, cherry, peach, crab apple • these are for the most

part three to four years old* fhey were dug up a month ago, earth bagged around

their roots and removed from their winter rest to warm greenhouses and there

brought to the blossoming point* fhey were then moved to a eool, dark place to "be

kept until the eve of the display*

it Prospect park Greenhouses, the gardeners do notable things in the way

of arranging landscapes* A potted wisteria, which has rested all winter Is lifted

out, stimulated to bloom, and placed where It forms a bower of beauty.

(continued)
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Visitors to the Kaster Show will find raaeh. to intrigue their interest

in various greenhorns*® - the cacti exhibit for instance, the fine collection of

Bromeliaseas among the tropical foliage and flowers, not to mention the rare

and ferns assembled in this Brooklyn Institution*

The Saster Show is one of three tig events each year at the Greenhouses*

One is the Chrysanthemum show, for which the gardeners are getting ready even now

and the other is the winter display of Poiasettas* Sash attracts a large attendance,

the Greenhouses are under the direct care of James J» Gleason, who has a persflcaM

of 12 gardeners and five firemen, for the 17 greenhouses which shelter the flora

of the park*

Tisitors may reach the Saster show by subway to Grand array Plaza and

by f&nderbilt Avenue oar to Vanderbilt entrance* When they arrive at the Saster

Show they will have a preview of the park in its summer robes - two months ahead of

time!

(end)



DEPARTMENT OF PARKS
Arsena l , Central Park

T e l . Bu t t e r f i e ld 8-9310

Sarah S. Dennen

FOR RELEASE TO AFTERNOON PAPERS
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 14th , 1934.

Model news stands, refreshment stands, bootblack stands, and

police booths, standardized housing for concessions in the city parks

and playgrounds, designed by the CWR staff of architects, engineers

and landscaped architects working at the Arsenal, are made public

today.

In accordance with these plans, each of the several kinds

of stands will be uniform in appearance, designed to fit into a park

or playground. When these are installed the miscellaneous structured

which now clutter city sauarea and the entrances to city parks will be

eliminated.

The plan for the police booths was arrived at after a

conference between the Park and Police Department, These booths,

built entirely of metal, will be supplied with telephone, lights and

a writing shelf. The glass windows extending completely around the

booth afford an unobstructed view in all directions.

The model refreshment stand is in reality a complete

kichonette. Water, gas and electricity connections will be installed,

also electrical connections for refrigeration and ventilating fan.

The serving counters and working parts will be constructed cf monel

metal, the walls and booths of wood and formica.

(more)



New stands in three model types, are designed to be constructed

of naonel metal, wood and formica. One of these, octagonal in shape,

for use in the open, is accessible from all sides, the other type is

oblong, to fit against a vail of fence. Both these stands are for

permanent installation, soundly constructed of metal, wood and formica,

with steel shutters which pull down protecting the merchandise when not"

in use*

Another temporary news stand has been designed, folding up when

not in use', something in the manner of a wardrobe trunk. All of the news

stands will be pointed a neutral shade depending on the colorful display

of magazines for decoration.

The new model bootblack stand will also be temporary in

dharacter, inasmuch as it can be' folded, padlocked and transported from

place to place. Each stand will be equipped with two chairs, two

drawers, installed under each chair for brushes and the necessary supplies.

The backs of the stands extend up and over the top of the chairs, affording

protection to the occupant both from suq&nd rain.

These designs were made by A. G. Lorimer, A. Martini, and,

George Levy, CWA workers, under the direction of Aymar Snbury, 2nd, architect.

End.



PARE DH?AHTMEOT For Imaediate Release
Arsenal, Central Park March 7 t 1934
Tel. Butterfield 8-9310

The new Central Park picture-book Zoo is under construction,

work has started and will be eoaipleted by early suraaer. The

work of design has been done by C.W.A. architects, landscape men and

engineers in the eiaploy of the Park Department.

The present Zoo, built in 1868, was considered at that time

the best of i t s kind, but measured by modern standards i t i s now

inadequate and prosents dangerous fire hazards*

The plan shows a hollow square, with the Arsenal on the

east and a restaurant with an open terrace on the west. The

enclosed court measures 267* from east to west and 290* from north

to south. The •arlous animal houses will be connected by arcades

on the north and south sides. In the center of the square will be

a large seal tank and in each of the four corners, small cages of

very active animals, whose constant motion will add to the interest

of the setting. The entire court area will be well shaded, with an

ample supply of benches.



DEPARTMENT OP PAEKS
Arsenal, Central Park
Tel. Butterfield 8-9310

FOE IMMEDIATE EELEASE
Sarah S. Oennen, Secretary

Plans for the new zoo in Prospect Park hare been completed.* The

preliminary work of digging test pits..,has already been started. The new zoo

will be located on the area which was once the Duck Pond. The main entrance to

the zoo appears on the plans opening immediately off Platbush Avenue, at a point

about 440 feet from the Lefferts Marision, towards Eastern Parkway. A stone

stairway will be built leading down from the street to the lower level on which

six brick buildings comprising the zoo will be constructed around a seal pool

in the center, with walks radiating from this, giving the plan in the bird's-eye-

view the general shape of a fan.

These six buildings will house the lions, the horned animals,

monkeys and birds. The home of the hippopotamus and elephants will be in a large

domed central building. In one corner o" the zoological garden there will be a

restaurant where light refreshments willbe served, and two shelters will be

constructed along the street level. Two huge decorative cages will exhibit a

hawk and an eagle.

The most spectacular feature of the new Brooklyn Zoo will be the

bears' dens, built back into the slope which rises towards Flatbush Avenue.

These dens will be constructed of huge boulders, simulating a mountain side.

To the spectator viewing the animals, nothing seems to st nd between them as a

protection* Closer observation, however, discloses a mote 1& feet deep, filled

with water. This mote will fee constructed with perpendicular sides, and even

should one of the bears attempt to eharge the spectators by swimming the mote,

these steep sides will afford ample protection and will prevent the bear from

gaining his freedom. This is known as the Haggenbachs method of display and

has been adopted by the zoos in St. Louis, Chicago and Washington. The lawn

area around the zoo will be planted with large shade trees and attractive

landscape features incorporated in the design will be laid out. paths have

been plotted to make the zoo accessible from all points in the park. The plans

were prepared by C.W.A. architects and engineers and the zoo will be completed,

and the animals moved into their new home, by early summer.



DEPARTMENT OF PARKS
Arsenal, Central Park
Tel. Butterfield 8-9310

Sarah S. Dennen, Secretary

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
March 6, 19154.

The new zoo at Barrett Park, Staten Island, will not only be

a zoo but it will be the headquarters of a unique educational

demonstration under the direction of the Staten Island Zoological

Society. The zoo will be a small one, judged by the number of

specimens, which will include small mammals, birds and reptiles

only. There are, in addition, extensive facilities planned for

t he enjoyment and understanding of the animals exhibited there.

A biological laboratory, a lecture hall with sound movie installa-

t ion will give both to adults and youngsters an unusual opportun-

ity for nature-study work. Bird clubs, acquarium clubs, reptile

clubs and wild flower clubs, etc., will have an opportunity of

establishing headquarters with the added advantage of securing

e Xpert guidance in the study of their hobbies. A close co-

operation with the natural history departments of the public

schools and high schools will be maintained.

This zoo will be built on land given to the city for a

p ublic park by the will of Julia Oliver Harden, to be known

as the Clarence T. Barrett Park.

The center building, containing the curator's offices, will

be two stories high, constructed of stone with a slate roof.

The animals will be quartered in three one-story wings, one on

either side of the center building, and one immediately in the

rear.

This zoo will cost $150,000 a nd will give employment to 150

men. Both the cost of construction and the payroll will be met

by C.'.V.A. funds. V/ork will begin immediately and the Zoo will be

finished and ready for occupancy by early summer.

(end)
»
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DEPARTMENT OP PARKS
Arsenal, Central Park
Tel. Butterfield 8- 9310.

Sarah S. Dennen, Secretary.

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE.
MARCH 6, 1934.

In order to provide a trained personnel to assist in

directing the recreation in the new playgrounds under construction by the

Park Department, a Training School for the 200 C.W.S. workers assigned to

the playgrounds has been opened at the gymnasium at 342 East 54th Street,

Manhattan.

Among the C.W.S. workers, men and vromen, are kindergarten

teachers, settlement and playground workers. Daily sessions will be held

from 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. after which the workers will return to their

individual posts in the various playgrounds. This school will continue

in session until April 1st.

The subjects covered in the curriculum include

General Duties and Regulations, Organization and Administration, Group Games,

First Aid, Dramatics and Handicrafts. The lectures will be given by the

supervisors, assistant supervisors and the field staff of the Bureau of

Recreation of the Department of Parks, assisted by a number of guest lecturers,

among whom are, Richard A. Larned, Executive Secretary of the Society for

Instruction in First Aid to the Injured; Charles Cranford, School of Health

Education, New York University; Augustus D. Danzig, Musical Director, and

John Martin, Handicraft Specialist, both of the National Recreation

Association.



DEPARTMENT OF PARKS K r FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE.
Arsenal, Central Park ] /-̂  February 28, 1954.
Tel. Butterfield 8-9310.

Sarah S. Dennen, Secretary.

Aa agreement has been made between the Borough President

of Manhattan and the Park Department under which the Borough

President will reconstruct and improve the grass plots and central

safety islands on Broadway, north of 59th Street. These areas

-sire under jurisdiction of the Park Department, but owing to the

.fact that all plans have been made by the Borough President for

their improvement, it was decided that the greatest progress

could be made by having the work done under his direction.

This work will be completed by the use of C.W.A. men and materials.



OF PASK» ^ FOB JUaXDl^SS BSLEASS
», CBKT8AL FHk \ / > c ^ W

Butterf ield 0-9310 \ \ February 28, 1934

SARAI! S, 3EKKSH, iSy.CRETAHY

the O.W.A. forces under the supervision of the Paris

IJepartmeot have s t a r t e d building the 7-block-long playground from

Canal to Houston S t r ee t s and between Chrystie and forsythe S t r e e t s .

This property has ,|«st been turned over to the Park Department by

the Sinking JPund Cosstlselon, t o be developed and operated me

grounds. The land wa© aeqtiired for the widening of Chryetle

F©r«yth® Streets-, and for low-eost housing, but i t has been deeided

tha t playgrounds and re s t ing plaees for toothers m& small ehiMren

are sore needed than model t e s © ^ n t s . The c lear ing away of the s luas

from the end of the ^inhattan Bridge to Canal S t ree t has opened up a

breathing spaee t&rottgh t h i s slum a rea , and the plan of the Fart: De-

p a r t i » a t psaraiit®®s t h a t i t w i l l be kept open*

%« eonetrtietlon t h a t has been s t a r t e d makes necessary the

©losing of Hester , Broom, Rivlngton and Start ton S t ree t s* The c l o s -

ing of these one-way s t r e e t s wi l l cause no chokins o f t r a f f i c .

Roustoa, deleneey f Grand and Canal S t ree t s w i l l , of cours®, fee l e f t

open In t h i s playgreand a rea , ftoe ©losing of the other s t r e e t s i s

absolutely necessary t o afford protect ion for the users of the play

areas and provides addi t iona l area for development. I t would be

impossible t o develop sev«n separate playgrounds. Under the proposed

arrangements the re wi l l be three a r e a s .

Wading pools depressed below the leve l of the s t r ee t a re .

being provided between. Orand and Broome S t r e e t s , and betw«©s Riving*

ton and Stanton S t r e e t s . These waalng pools of eonercte wi l l provide

r e l i e f for aiiildren during the hot gttEtiier souths ; in the «£nt@r

wi l l be used for lee-skat lng and in th® f a l l and spring months fo r

(continued)
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rollev-efcatiag ana grcrap activities aue& as basieetisali, volley ball ,

ball aa<3 otter competitive sport©..

The tso-st nosers sanitary facili t ies are fee lag installed

for e&lorlaatioa &M adequate re-eircttl#tl<m ©f i&» water,

ftozzles tsa€ spray atkowers will be installed arouad ths 0atsid« eig®»

of the two wa€ls^, pools for wasaaer tisag«, ?^es are beiag plaat#i

©%«s gsi benohee «r# b«isg las tailed m taat ^ t t e f s #aa

tlieir shildr#n# Adequate <K>mfc»>t stations id 11 b© bta-llt over*

looking t ie pool®«

Opp<j»it€ ^finie-r Higfe Sefeool 1©# ©5 for boya ssa girls be-

tween t!s» ages ®t 13 and IS, separate boys aad girls plajgrottnis ar®

teiag lai^alled between Samal a»<! Giraad Streets.

Across from Public Seliool Uo» 20 &m& Puteli® Ssheol

91, separate hQf® aa^ gir ls playgrouads are also provided«

af© separate playground© witfc 8«ndboz««9 kiadergarten swlmgs, »@e*

saws ®»d SWKXI slides frofided la t te general plan..

The whole area is built between aurrouadiag walls two

feet above tae street level and tli« play.^roaada are depressed four

feet below tti» general parteed area» All tae playgrounds are stirroiiad*

ed with s&ade trees oader ^ilsls will be placed beaches for taa

sotbers*

fh#s#. areas will be flood-lightei for adult recre&tloa at

providing aoree-ahoe pitehiag, sfeiiffle boards volley ball ,

, hax& teania^ paddle tennis, roller-skatlag ana similar

recreational activities*

TM w&ole area will b© ssper-vised by a staff of fmrk De*

partaest recreational $tip«rvisior&. The work will b® ooaplutet by tl»

comiag stMier assd opeaed for public



Thi* sr@a will be* ttee largest ehil&reit'ft plafgprosa<a i a

City of I!#w To?1c, I t I s located la t t e wiy lieart ©f tfe» »o«t

t&ldEly eoageat#<i t e s e ^ n t sect loo wher© pl&ygwcms&B &av» teeoB s.e®4

ed.

The <t@tsll©3 plaas were prepared *bj C*W,A.. lasdsoape

arehtt®ets worfciag unft&r t&« atipeinrislos of tbe laMseep®

of ttefe &spart®i-at of Perk®,
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f e l . Buit«ff$.9l4 #»9<3l0. February S5# 1934*
:8,

/ /

Park Oosataai oil or Hi»t8 sought tlsia **§& fron th«

a? the link Ins Fan4 the %ra»*i*r oi fiv©

school eitee on tJie east side, fro© the Boar*! of Education to the

of Parks for the clG^elopmont as pl&jfgrou:ida.

. th« l«tt©r to the 3&«ifei»g Fund follows:

wAmong the ai>a«<^a#c etructttr©« o^an&d Isf the

H i e»sig«l<»i«ir are ftv® 6«to«i#i h©««#8 ©n
©asi si^*^ «lil«b «1XX h& useful for

sf AfWr 4lseasstng the »&ti@r xAt
vie ha.vc ^;raod that no bet ter ase can be mad® of
ihsse areas* tt ^ier©for# t request that they
' t f d t tte P k B t t f i

Ut#' aiid®#«tajidiiig that ^i# ttofie of
will too

si tea referred %® »re ©a

%• Old Public School Wo* 881 l^Catod at.
g

p p % has a front ace of p ^ ^
125 feet on Lewis Street end ext«nde 150 feet

:. Old Public School !©• IS located at the southerly
Gtdc $f ;:a«t Houston Street oxtending :roK
'3tr««t to Norfolk afers^i. t h i s wt®$®r%y is

0K> feet long «nd 1S5 f##t

-Old Hi!>iid school No. 125 located an the y
6td« of IBth 5tre*t# 1»t»«m AV©I»I© A tnd Ati^ais »
flxis property i s approximately 105 feet wide azul
103 fast doop.



Q&d i
westorly »ic!« of Roosevelt U a
Q& 'sty|ftt;«n* .-Gharryst#«#"l* thin

north«R«i corner of

on
m

I ask that action be tok^fn on tki» softer at
jxiseibla Eaoawsnt so thai

f^'|r»4»itui IXK ®®$ e ta f

I t I s planned to e^aip thes« pla^groiindo for th©



" .,re*nal, t,*mmi Park
To I«Ba % % *t*U U i

:-
:.--,'....'•."•'•*hla a f t e r n o o n m% 2; SO the fc'orth Mt(UMwr Of .Coat**! .:•

? a r k < ' « n i m-»*tftMe a l l the a s p f t 1 8 o f a w i n t e r r « a o r t when a dog ^ ..

: e l e d ra<?«# ..eattaaeiftd by th» »&««*«• Co^at^ pvmwy I f auto'.. DtiNMri ,: \

/^•oeiatldct^ wi l l iM-ron'off*. : ' ' . • . • • ' • ' • . • • . '•••;•: ";'•.

. .. '•• ;..-;>i* i»«t»« of Alaskan Husklss wi l l rat* • <rr%r•> f i t t . •••.

a l i i -emirtft., tut !1#ar^ C, Tnfti»r ?l l*«r 'Cap-trill ^t:aw»rd«i •>»' ili«

at. ths close of the r&«« by Glai /8 nwartoai, M«t,ropolii^n > .

^1K i i t t i w i l l %H'.«n%«r«l> %wo. fr««.

Fa l l s , W i f r » i ^k/ivp aE»S %m® fro®

Pil«tlag' one of ih« t«««« wi l l lm Mrr$ orannen, .who woa

rae« in ifclrKaont .Tferk*-. Philadelphia* la»t aHmlh.

bo Ho 11/ Biohard««n.*ho ptl®%9& Uio 'ioa«'>o

in oho H r n Ju/'s griwi of %lt* Poeoao Mountain f>og «1«4'

of i!*t f«« woman ^rlvora of

,;moiv: th« aisHloa t,o take part in the reee wi l l

Toga§ 'who -a f«w winters -proflowil/ raood -ovor Alasltan aiaow '

' l«Al«: io:oarr/-. aail*toailn' io"«hook aa opld@»te of ; p

hadi brolton sat iftaro. -&«« of -%h« 4oga ar« .Alaakaa H«i*klo«9 ...

orosood *i^h.Groyhow»io'k somo .aro ffasklta er^aaodi. .with .Po,llo« !>s««*.

awi. OOMO "vith cioiliao tvnd n>»« ^rs par* white ^Ibcraana. Two are

of <l̂ g« which mmtMmirml I§rr4 JMIOIC with b i a i © tea

?ole . fH# s i x ta&as w i l l Qmpria* S6 d o g s , . .. . . : .

.•• ;Tli®• t»i^Poea4aiitodl eold and an anueuul dapih of «»©»;,..

l io'a. eladii'li^; o.9i»ilt lQiia« • . • • ... . . . . •'..'•,' :',[. '

'•• ".' '' '. •:.•.' • • ' • •• .(eontiii*io4'}*>~' •
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Copy of the letter that the
Park Department has sent to the
Dieppo Corporation, which operates
the Central Park Casino, is
attached hereto.



FO-R RELEASE NDNDAY
DffARTMTOP-OF PARKS February 19 , 1934.
Jrsfcal, central *ark"
T e l . Butt erfield 8-9310

Sarah S» Dennen, Secretary

Dieppe Corporation,
Central Park Casino,
Central Park, Borough of Manhattan,
City of New York

and
SIDNEY SOIOION, President.

S i r s :

This is to advise you that the operation of the Central Park

Casino, by the Dieppe Corporation, under an agreement with the City

of New York dated February 6, 1989, is unsatisfactory to The City arid

to the Commissioner of Parks*

The license and privileges granted under said agreement are

not being exercised, as provided in the agreement, to promote and

increase the public enjoyment, use and convenience of Central Park*

The prices charged for food, refreshments, entertainment and other

facil i t ies afforded there are exorbitant and make i t impossible for

the general public to avail itself of i t s use*

The only purpose that may legally be served by this agreement,

i s to afford a place in Central Park where foody refreshments and

recreation may be enjoyed by the general public at reasonable prices,

within the reach of persons of average means* The prices and the

general mode of operation indicate that the Casino is operated for the

special benefit and use of a small and special group of persons of

means and is used and frequented only by this group and not by the

general public.

I t g general tone is that of an exclusive cabaret or night

club, and not that of a public restaurant in a public park, used by

citizens of the C^y visiting the park for pleasure and recreation.

The present manner of operation violates the terms and intent of the

contract.

*\
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Yottr attention is called to paragraph 16 of the agreement

above referred to which provides that "the corporation * * *

covenants and agrees for itself, i ts successors or assigns that i t

will keep, maintain and conduct a refreshment building or restaurant

on the said premises, in a style and manner satisfactory to the said

Department of Parlsg» * * &^A under such restrictions, rules and

regulations^ as the said department * * * m&y prescribe and regulate

from time to time#" For t h e Purpose of establishing a fair and

moderate schedule of prices for the refreshments and the facilities

furnished by the Central Park Casino which will be within the reach of

the general public, and for the purpose of effecting the true, legal and

proper purposes of the agreement and the intent thereof, and under the

regulatory power of the Commissioner of Parks, referred to in the said

agreement, will you furnish forthwith, to the Commissioner of Parks of

The City of New York at the Arsenal Building, in Central Park, New York

City, a l i s t and schedule of prices and charges of all foods, refresh-

ments, beverages, liquors and other items sold and dispensed or facil-

i t ies furnished that will meet the requirements and accomplish the in-

tent and purposes of the said agreement*

Bobert Moses,
Commissioner of Parks

of
The City of New York.
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Park

Snrah S Denncn. Secretary

Iii order to furnish his former neighbors an

opportunity of playing thcpp^ular.Italian gene of Bojce?

?*ayor La Guardia hno r3n>i&ctc3 the Pcrlc Tepartment to ins ta l l

Toitrta in Thorax Jnffrrnon ?c.r1t rt. 111th ftrocit -.n-i Pirct Avenue,;

:\-nh-.t.tfiri * DDCC; T^urnarsc-r.t vri^l 1:2 held on t,hc-3- courts \n

Tht- ô;-.t; vt r.oczQ '.?. t, favorite T..;. Mrse in al l

Xt.-lif:n n-^rJibo-loDoda an-̂  an atr; groar " fairly 2C;TC3. .inn be

iiŝ .d i t i s c. familiar îp,lTA. to so: %vo or four pl.\vpr.i playing

i r vacant loto -

The official court measures appro:ciciatcly 60 x 18

feet m£ Is enclcaod Try .?. urnall wooden border Hocce i s played

Tfith eight round woocV̂ n balls thrown .at & sr.allor guide ball^

celled a pal.lino This is firsst tended into position by one of

the players chosen by the lu ;ky tlip of a aoin, Two or four

playarn may pai"i&icipaAs . • e. sur« eye and a 3t-3edy hand insures

expertness - -nis ga," which resembles bowling has t?come a

national sport in Italy tnd :.a recognized by the National

Olympic



DEPARTEEH^flP PAHK§ +L FOR RELEASE SUIJDAY
Arsenal , d H t r a l Park M Feb. 13, 1934
Te l . Butt eFfi eld 8-9310 ^

Sareti S. Dennen, Secretary

BRYAHT PARK

The Municipal Art Commission has approved the

Department of Parks design for the const ruct ion of B ryant

Park. Work w i l l be s t a r t e d iDpedlately and completed ! » •

fore the summer.

The design of the park i s simple* I t r e f l e c t s

the simple d igni ty of the wester ly facade of the Hew York

Publ ic Library and s a t i s f i e s the requirements of public
usage of the area for r e s t and r e c r e a t i o n . No playgrotmdg,

athletic facilities or similar active recreational units

need to be supplied in this oldtGm resting place.

The cfevelopraent of this area calls for benches

in the shade, out of the path of the heavy pedestrian traffic

of the mldtown area.

A depressed central panel of grass in the center of

the park is terrain&ted at the Library end by the William

Cullen Bryant Keisorial, and at the Sixth Avenue end by the

Lowell leraorial Fountain* A granite balustrade surrounds the

grass panel back of which,,at a slightly higher level* i s a

broad band of Oriental Plane trees four rows deep, which ex-

tends around the central panel forming a shady grove. Benches

will be placed under the trees. The tstiole park will be raised

slightly above the street level to afford greater seclusion.

Over one hundred plans have been prepared by

different individuals during the past ten years for Bryant Park.

The Architects* Emergency Committee held a competition recent-

ly „ which was iton by Lusby Simpson. This competition was
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jmdged by prominent architects and landscape architects. An

exhibition of the plans was held by the Sixth Avenue Associa-

tion* The design of the Department of Parks which was ap-

proved by the Municipal Art Commission, follows closely the

general scheme of Mr. Simpson's plan* Er. Sioipson Is a mem-

ber of the Technical Staff of the Park Department, and In

recognition of the mefeit of his original design, was placed

in charge of the development of these plans*

?h© plans as approved by the Art Cotum! salon are

final and the construction has started and will be carried

to completion as rapidly as possible*

Hr. V. Cleaent Jenkins, vice-president of the Sixth

Avon ue Association, said: "After eleven years fighting with

the previous administrations it was very gratifying to find

that, our new Park Coomlssioner wa© planning in a few days

after he came Into office, to re-create Bryant Park and has

selected the design approved by outstanding architects taad

landscape architects and the general public*

It is Interesting to knot? that over a hundred thorn-

sand people pass Bryant Park in a single day* "tiat a disgrace

to our city Bryant Park has been to these thousands and iftiat

joy the Park Department will give to these saiae thoasands every

day as they pause at this new spot of inspiration and beauty.

It was jaost Interesting to J.nd that the general public attend-

ing the exhibition of Bryant Park plans agreed enthusiastically

in endorsing the prize winninc plan submitted by lir. Lasby Simpson.

;Ve in mid-Kanhattan owe to the reorganised Park De-

partment a debt of gratitude for its prompt response to our

hopes for a beautiful oasis of restfulness in the very heart



©f our throbbing city,"

Mr* EdnalndP?. Livingston, vice-president of the

Union Dime Savings Bank, chair mail of the Bryant Park Coca-

mtttee of the Sixth Avenue Association, oaid: wCoiaiBissloiior

Hoses &ad his staff have been opon-oinded and all plan®

-submitted have been studied b'j the Park Department staff*

The plan for Bryant Park adopted by the Department have

received unaniraous endorsement of the Bryant Park Committee

as being ideal, practical and raet all the wishes of the

Cosmifetee.1*

Mr. Charles ll« Dutcher, president of the Greenwich

Savings Bank and president of the Sixth Avenue Association*

stated that the Association had enth&siastie&Xiy approved

the plan for Bryant Park after ©any years study of inna»©rabl©

plans submitted for c nsideration»

SSD/s (end)
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After oonforrlng «lth official* of %h® Farts

Do.?artaont on tho ou'b^oot of th© ©ooptration of ih®

Palioo aad '"agistratoo In the proper raaiiileuaii©® of

tho Sit;/ Parks, Gfctof ra^iatrato "a«>l̂ >naI4 s©iat tho

f olios ins ISUQF to all of itm 'naiatr&lm of Uio City:

••Park Cor.mlftsloner "loaas q

eaap^rmll^r; of tho *-toj|istralQs In Ma ©ndta^ors to

and a&itttain tho iKibllo parks In pr©p«r etailiiian, 1̂

gup -roaming Yaa4ali#m» ttaeoarasiag Uttsring of %Zm

lawns and path* nlth paptfs and mbblsht and rosirainin

visitors trm pornltting dogs to bo at l&rg© «al«asfa®dif

prevunU-ns '4»rentrla%#i r©ll#r»altat4ng on tfeo parts paths,

lo viois of ih® faei %im% a portion of tho parka m i l JO set

aside far ths benefit of lias© ftlio dtsiro to Indulge In

rollor-skatlns*

In lino with tho requsst of ebntnissionor ?oooo«

1 havo promised tho hearty eoapm^,tion of tho '.tetsioirates

to this snd, a33urin,: hl>n that, It le our earnest dcai.e to

aid and assist tho l^rk Departaeiit i« mtty *m$ ia i t s effort!

to caintaim tho ;>arka at a hi^h standard for ih© benefit nf the

entire



PARK 3>3PART)I*HT
naJ^ Central Park

Butterfield 8-9310

8arah B Secretary

tPOR R*«L*At& HOBDAY
..1§£ 1934

A houae o l«ac iag at Con«y Is land w i l l b#

undertaken "by an amgr ©f OwA worker* ofprdered there "by the Park

m% t h t r«q«*«i; of the Borough Precede f Brooklyn

bnndt^ed men are now working, and the f o r « w i l l be it?

@r«a*ed t o appr@£iiaately 3 000 The men w i l l *be suppl ied wi th

shovel* and ea@h grsts^p of ser@ffl men w i l l work a s i e r e measuring

3 f t , "by 7 ft-5 s*t ©ver .tx«n^lies : dug In p v r a l l e ^ l i n e s to the

Boardwalk The p<oiat af aVss-^ wll*1 oesatsr to. front of the

Hunioipal l a t h house w©r3tS.̂ g "b̂ &̂ Baei and ¥•«•> from the?® u n t i l

e*«*y H i t of t&« rtfyiss maisraal «n the 6an«y Tstlaod Be*w^ has at are

l>een rcmoTtft t o a depth of three f e a t . The waite , v ..r ,. wi..vl l»e

fttt in p i l t s and remQ^ed "by trweka i n the employ of the

Department o
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PARK DHPiSTMEOT FOR IMMEDIATE

Arsenal, Central Park

Tel. Butterfield 8-9&L0

Sarah S. Dennen, Secretary.

As the first step in a new uniform policy for the

wider use of all recreational facilities in the five boroughs,

Park Commissioner Robert Moses announced today that five model

playgrounds would be established and new equipment installed*

All of these playgrounds were hitherto unequipped.

One playground in Manhattan at 17th Street east of Ninth Avenue;

the playground situated at 4th Avenue and Third Street, Brooklyn;

the Astoria Park Playground, Queens; the Britten and Olinville

playground In the Bronx and the playground in Clove Lake Park,

Richmond, have been set up as standards for the entire city.

Trees will be planted in protected areas to provide shade in

these playgrounds. All other playgrounds will be brought up to

these model standards in the course of the next three months.

The new administration policy will include opening of all play

spaces on Sundays and many of the playgrounds in the city will be

lighted for night use. The wider use of all playground facilities

includes ehildrens* and adults* recreation.

CWA workers will assist 1 B supervising these enlarged playground

activities,

feby 8, 1934*
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE.

Park Department
Arsenal, Cesrtral pirk
Tel. Stttterflild^e- 9510
Sarah S. Dennea/ Secretary.

Major Theodore Crane of Manhattan has been appointed

Assistant to the Park Commissioner. He will act as liaison officer between

the Park Departasat and the Police Department on all matters relating to

policing in the parks, it was announced today by Park Commissioner,

Bolbert "fosses*

Major Crane is an architect. He enlisted in the lew York

National Guard In 1906 and saw servioe on the Mexican border in 1916. He

w-Rt overseas during the Wo Id War as a First Lieutenant and was erabsocp&sfely

appointed aide-de-asap to Major General John F. O'Byaa.

Fall cooperation of the oity magistrates in the matter of

e&forcing all rules and ordinances is sought by the Park Dapartaent. Lookiag

toward t^»t «ad Major Grame has reoently conferred with Chief Magistrate *

Sams McDoB&ld.

Police Cooaissioner John F. 0* fly an has already aanowacsd

that I^paty laapector James Bannon has been assigned to special duty with thr

Park Department to assist Major Crane in reorganising the policing ejf all p?rks

by ths lew lork City police force.



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

DEPARTMENT OF PARKS
ARSENAL, CENTRAL PARK
NEW YORK, N. Y.

FOR: GENERAL RELEASE January 18th, 1934.

The five Commissioners, the Deputy Commissioner

in Manhattan, five Borough Superintendents, a Chief Engineer, a

Secretary of the Park Board, five Secretaries to Commissioners, four

Stenographers to Commissioners, all of whom are holding exempt posi-

tions aggregating $115,195.00 in annual salaries, will be replaced

by one Commissioner, one General Superintendent, one Consulting Park

Engineer, one Consulting Landscape Architect (part time), one

Consulting Architect (part time), one Secretary of the Department,

an Assistant and a Secretary to the Commissioner, one Chief Park

Designer, and one Senior Park Designer, at total salaries of

$65,640.00 per year. In place of the twenty-two exempt positions

there will be eight exempt positions and two positions filled from

the competitive Civil Service class. The overhead cost will therefore

be cut from $115., 195 to $65,640.

Maintenance and operation activities in each of

the five boroughs will be in charge of engineers under civil service.

They will replace the so-called superintendents, who have been

political appointees.

The preparation of plans, direction of con-

struction work, and all overhead administration will be centralized

at the general Administration Headquarters of the Department in the

Arsenal, Central Park, in the Borough of Manhattan.

. W. Earle Andrews, who will be full time

Consulting Park Engineer in charge of planning and construction, has

been for the last seven years Deputy Chief Engineer of the Long

Island State Park Commission. As such he was in immediate charge of

the design and construction of the State park and parkway system on

Long Island, including Jones Beach State Park. Mr, Andrews lives in
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Manhattan.

Emil Praeger who will act as General Superinten-

dent, is a consulting engineer in general practice in the metropol-

itan area. He has a wide experience in all types of park and parkway

construction. Mr. Praeger is a resident of Brooklyn,

Major Gilmore D. Clarke will act as part time

Consulting Landscape Architect. Major Clarke is Consulting Landscape

Architect in the Westchester County Park Commission and was in im-

mediate charge of the landscape development of the Westchester County

Park System, He is Consulting Landscape Architect for the Niagara

Frontier Bridge Commission, is a member of the Federal Fine Arts

Commission, and is Consulting Landscape Architect for the new three

hundred mile national parkway through the Great Smoky National Park.

Aymar Embury II has been retained as part time

Consulting Architect. He is the architect of the Port of New York

Authority, is a trustee of the Roosevelt Memorial Commission, has

recently designed buildings at Princeton University and has had wide

experience in public work.

Mrs. Sarah S. Dennen who will act as Secretary

of the Department was formerly executive of the Coney Island Chamber

of Commerce and secretary of the New York Principals Association.

Mrs. Dennen was a leader in the women's suffrage movement, and has

been active in community and civic work in Brooklyn in connection

with such organizations as the Brooklyn Music School Settlement,

the Sheepshead Bay Board of Trade, and the School Settlement

Association. Mrs. Dennen is a native of Brooklyn, was graduated

from Erasmus Hall High School, and took her B. S. degree from St.

Lawrence University.
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Manhattan.

Emil Praeger who will act as General Superinten-

dent, is a consulting engineer in general practice in the metropol-

itan area. He has a wide experience in all types of park and parkway

construction. Mr. Praeger is a resident of Brooklyn.

Major Gilraore D. Glarke will act as part time

Consulting Landscape Architect. Major Clarke is Consulting Landscape

Architect in the Westchester County Park Commission and was in im-

mediate charge of the landscape development of the Westchester County

Park System. He is Consulting Landscape Architect for the Niagara

Frontier Bridge Commission, is a member of the Federal Fine Arts

Commission, and is Consulting Landscape Architect for the new three

hundred mile national parkway through the Great Smoky National Park.

Aymar Embury II has been retained as part time

Consulting Architect. He is the architect of the Port of New York

Authority, is a trustee of the Roosevelt Memorial Commission, has

recently designed buildings at Princeton University and has had wide

experience in public work.

Mrs, Sarah S. Dennen who will act as Secretary

of the Department was formerly executive of the Coney Island Chamber

of Commerce and secretary of the New York Principals Association.

Mrs. Dennen was a leader in the women's suffrage movement, and has

been active in community and civic work in Brooklyn in connection

with such organizations as the Brooklyn Music School Settlement,

the Sheepshead Bay Board of Trade, and the School Settlement

Association. Mrs. Dennen is a native of Brooklyn, was graduated

from Erasmus Hall High School, and took her B. S. degree from St.

Lawrence University.


