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by Jeb Bing

Around

Pleasanton

Veterans have a friend in

Pleasanton:

This is a great town for veterans
and those still on active duty in
the Persian Gulf, Afghanistan
or one of the hundreds of other
military installations and on ships
around the world. Yellow banners
fly on Main Street with the names
of those now serving in harm’s way.
The Pleasanton Military Families
works with families whose loved
ones are on active duty to make sure
those left behind have adequate care
and a few shoulders to lean on to
make it through the long months of
separation. Operation S.A.M. and
the Blue Star Moms are other local
organizations that collect nonper-
ishables to send to the troops. Local
Realtors also join in these efforts,
sending “care” packages, as they’re
called, to those stationed in remote
locations. We also send a copy of
the Pleasanton Weekly every Friday
to service men and women in the
Gulf and Afghanistan.

We saw a clear demonstration
of our community’s respect for the
military last Sunday when more
than 500 took time during a weath-
er-perfect Sunday afternoon to join
in re-dedicating the newly restored
Veterans Memorial Building. This
1933-era facility has hosted thou-
sands of troops for the last seven
decades, and was filled on the week-
ends during World War II as the
USO and other organizations enter-
tained soldiers temporarily houses at
nearby training camps before ship-
ping out to the war in the Pacific. It
was a haven for soldiers back from
Korea, back from Vietnam, and now
coming back from Iraq. Home to
the local posts of the Veterans of
Foreign Wars and the American
Legion, it’s Pleasanton’s vivid state-
ment of support for those who serve
our country.

I was among the 100 or so veter-
ans at Sunday’s ceremonies, where
Congressman Jerry McNerney and
Mayor Jennifer Hosterman led trib-
utes to those who have worn the
uniform and those now in service.
Particularly heartwarming was
McNerney’s praise for the mili-
tary and his call to each of us to
stand when he called our service

It’s the city

branch. For me, it was the Army.
Nearby were Joe Wolfenberger and
William Wright, both in their 80s,
who served in the Navy from 1942-
1946. Dave Ham, commander of
VFW Post 6298, stood wit other
Marines. An Air Force brass quin-
tet from Travis Air Base played for
the airmen who stood in response.
Loud applause came after every
introduction and after other patri-
otic moves, from the posting of
the colors in front of the Veterans
Building to the ribbon-cutting by
officers in the Pleasanton veter-
ans organizations, McNerney,
Hosterman, Councilwoman Cindy
McGovern and others, who offi-
cially reopened the mammoth vet-
erans hall.

The City Council invested $4.8
million to restore the downtown
landmark, which actually looks
almost the same as before the
project started. That’s the way it
was supposed to be. The restora-
tion process was skillfully handled
by Community service Manager
Eileen Morley Hofstadt with close
supervision from the VFW and
American Legion. For Hofstadt,
it was her last hurrah before retir-
ing after a career of service to
Pleasanton. Most of the improve-
ments are behind the wall or
under the floor: air conditioning
for the first time, a new heating
system, upgraded electrical wir-
ing and transformers to meet 21st
century code, and steel supports to
reinforce the sides of the building
and the roof (which was actually
removed for a time to allow for the
new frame).

Tomorrow night, we have a
chance to come together as a com-
munity of veterans and patriots
again for a USO-themed Gala
Dance. In a nod to the building’s
original opening year, tickets are
prices at $19.33 per couple and are
available at the door or in advance at
the Parks and Community Services
Department, 200 Old Bernal Ave.
For the few veterans who can still
fit into their old uniforms, this is
an event where you can wear them
with pride. m

About the Cover

Manuel Valenzuela

Agostin Bernal, John William Kottinger, Phoebe Hearst and Joshua
Ayres Neal are faces of Pleasanton’s past featured in new local history
book. “Images of America: Pleasanton” was written by resident Mary-Jo
Wainwright with much help from the Museum On Main. Cover design by
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Change

is inthe Sir

Call me for guidance

[ have the experience, knowledge of the
market & a genuine caring attitude that will
make buying or selling in today’s market as
smooth & efficient as possible.

{ J
Diane Sass
— S, GRI REALTOR
| (925)%62-2068 DIRECT
| P Hones IL(925) 699-9508 CELL

& ESTATES" | fnma4u@aol.com

Century 21

www.dianesass.com
Mission-Bishop "

DISCOVER ADVENTURE ON A GRAND SCALE
The majestic beauty of Alaska and the Yukon

) Holland America Line

Please join AAA Travel Dublin, San Ramon and Livermore for OnStage Alaska—
a fun, informative presentation by Holland America Line on travel to Alaska and the Yukon.

The OnStage Alaska experts will show you Alaska as you've
never seen it before. Let Holland America Line take you there!
ALASKa
6680 Regional Street, Dublin
Show starts at 6:30 pm @

(925) 479-7884 or Michelle_Lindsey@csaa.com

WHEN:
WHERE:

Wednesday, October 17, 2007
Radisson Hotel

TIME:
RSVP:

* Live performances by Alaska experts
e Stunning film footage

e Useful planning advice

® Exclusive shipboard credits

Door Prizes & Refreshments
CST 1003968-80 Registration as a seller of travel does not constitute approval by the State of California
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Congratulations to our members who were voted
Pleasanton Weekly’s—Best of Pleasanton 2007

Acc’sentials Hometown GMAC Real Estate
Alberto’s Cantina Oasis Grille

Armadillo Willy’s Pleasanton Playhouse
Barone’s Precision Auto Repair

Big O Tires of Pleasanton
Blondies

Blue Agave Club

California Stampin’

Claude & Dominique’s Bistro

Savvy Seconds
Serenity Stoneworks

h‘\;“ Y rﬂ Stacy’s Café

— N
— Strizzi’s

PLEASANTON  Studio 7 Fine Ans

Club Sport E Tattered Treasures

Cold Stone Creamery LMERG’{ The Hop Yard

Domus COMMERCE " Alehouse & Grill

Dorothy’s Florist Three Dog Bakery .

East Bay BMW/Pleasanton Tri-Valley PC Medic
Auto Mall Vic’s All Star Kitchen

Essence MedeSpa Wente Vineyards

Wine Steward

ton We,
252" Shy,,
QF by

Fusion 3 Salon Spa

Gay Nineties Pizza & Pasta
Girasole Grill

GourMade Cookery

Haps Original Steakhouse

PLEASANTON

Patronize these Best of Pleasanton Winners!
Visit www.pleasanton.org or call the Chamber office at (925) 846-5858.

ﬂK\ M I ) cosmetic surgery

and laser skin care center

Dr. Robert F. Gray, MD, FACS,

Dual board-certified plastic surgeon.

Dr. Gray answers your questions concerning all types of facial rejuvenation:
Q: Dr. Gray, I was in the sun during the summer and have a lot of sun

Robert F. Gray, MD, FACS \
damage and age spots What can you recommend?

A: Now is a great time to start to start IPL photofacials. These treatments greatly improve
the brown age spots, reduce pore size and help with red, broken capillaries and rosacea.

OBAGI $75 off

I1Y3TIN

$1000 VaLue

Buy 3 IPL photofacials
GET 2 FREE.

Exp. 11-30-07 VL
New clients only.
Mention this ad. PLW

BOTOX®, Restylane®,
Juvederm or Perlane

New clients only.
Mention this ad.
PLW Exp. 11-30-07

MD Spa is proud to donate all profits from treatments performed on

Saturday, October 20th to Northern California Breast Cancer Research.
Call today to schedule your appointment!
‘eaS\ Cance,4

L’/@, Enjoy relaxing facials and massages.
2 Indulge in enhancing body treatments.

Lunchtime, Evening & Weekend Appointments
Financing & Gift Certificates Available

531 Main Street, Downtown Pleasanton

925.846.2772 www.mdlaserspa.com

)
(uow S
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Streetwise

Do you think the amount
of homework your children
receive is appropriate?

Asked Downtown

Bob Gatehouse
Project Manager

Homework needs to be tailored to
the students. I think there is too
much busy work expected of the
brightest students, some who may
already know the subject before
attending the first class. Teachers
need to adapt their approach to
insure that each student’s talents are
developed.

Kerrie Watkins
Operations Director

The amount of homework my
daughter receives is appropriate.
My complaint would be with the
follow up—after the work is handed
in. The follow up could be more
conclusive. Expectations between
teachers should be more consistent.
Partnership between parents,
students and school is important.

Edie Messick

Stay-at-Home Mom

My children spend 2-3 1/2 hours
per night doing homework. The
high school kids are not in bed
some nights until midnight and my
fourth-grader, by the time we get
done with other activities, still has
a ton of work to do. It definitely
affects our home life and feels
over the top. When you’re tired the
homework doesn’t sink in.

Debbie LaMay

Owner A-1 American Plumbing

My daughter attends private school.
She has about 30 minutes of work
nightly and the rest of the time is
used for family time. Stories I hear
from other parents alarm me. Time
spent on homework seems exces-
sive. Either they know the work or
they don’t. They can prove that by
completing 10 problems just as well
as completing 40.

John Weiman
Owner Passionate Athlete

For my younger children up to fifth
grade, especially if you have any
extra curricular activity, it seems
excessive. For my middle school
son, either he has learned to do it
quickly or it is a tolerable level.
When there is too much homework
it just becomes a redundant exercise
that everyone in the family has to
suffer through.

Have a Streetwise question? E-mail: editor@PleasantonWeekly.com

Compiled by Cybele Ryan



Newstront

News Digest

Make blankets for
children

A meeting room in the
Pleasanton Public Library, 400
Old Bernal Ave., will be reserved
from 3 to 5 p.m. Oct. 19 for
those who need help with making
blankets for abused, at-risk and
neglected children. Please provide
sharp fabric scissors and fleece (1
yard for babies, 1.5 yards for tod-
dlers and 2 yards for teens). The
blankets are distributed through
Pleasanton, Livermore, Dublin and
San Ramon police departments.
There will be snacks for kids.

ACTIA hosts
transportation forum

The Alameda County
Transportation  Improvement
Authority (ACTIA) in partner-
ship with its Citizens Advisory
Committee and sponsoring
agencies host an East County
Transportation Forum from
6:30 to 8:30 p.m. Oct. 18 at the
Pleasanton Senior Center, 5353
Sunol Blvd. To be discussed are:
1-580 corridor improvements,
1-580/Route 84 interchange, the
Route 84 expressway and [-680
express lanes. These projects are
funded through tax dollars and
state, federal and other funds.

Rummage through
Hart’s sale

Hart Middle School, 4433
Willow Road, is holding a rum-
mage sale from 8 am. to 3
p-m. Oct. 20. Gently used toys,
clothes, house wares and more
will be fore sale. Money raised
will go to the Parent-Faculty
Association. To donate items to
sell, drop them off at the school
from 3 to 6 p.m. Oct. 19. Tax
deduction credit given. Call 846-
0329 for more information.

Pick a pumpkin in
Half Moon Bay

Visit the “World Pumpkin
Capital” of Half Moon Bay for
the annual art and pumpkin fes-
tival this weekend. In its 37th
year, the festival has activities for
young and old, including pump-
kin weigh-offs, harvest-inspired
crafts, contests and more. It will
be held from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. on
Main Street between Miramonte
and Spruce streets in Half Moon
Bay. Admission is free. Call 650-
726-9652 or visit www.mirama-
revents.com.

Corrections

The Weekly desires to correct
all significant errors. To request
a correction, call the editor

at (925) 600-0840 or e-mail:
editor@PleasantonWeekly.com

District decides it won’t appeal the
state’s test score decision regarding PMS

Time, effort to be focused instead on student achievement

by Emily Atwood

he Pleasanton Unified School
I District will not appeal the
state’s decision to invalidate
Pleasanton Middle School’s test
scores, according to Myla Grasso.
Coming to the decision earlier this
week, officials said they would like
to focus the time and resources
on the students, not an appeals
process.

In late August, as the 2006
STAR (Standardized Testing and
Reporting) test results were to be
revealed, the California Department

of Education (CDE) said the middle
school’s scores were to be invali-
dated after handwritten copies of a
2005 practice test were reportedly
made by a teacher.

Grasso said the decision to not
appeal the ruling is in part due to
the CDE Web site showing a score
for Pleasanton Middle, when it was
previously said would be omitted.

“We determined that we need
to be careful about how we allo-
cate our time and resources,” she
said. “And the state has given us
a score anyway.”

Pleasanton veterans William Wright (left) and Joe Wolfenberger stand for
the playing of “Anchors Away” at ceremonies last Sunday to re-dedicate
the newly restored Veterans Memorial Building on Main Street. The two
were seamen in the U.S. Navy from 1942 to 1946, serving on battleships
in the Pacific during World War Il. They were among about 100 veter-
ans and active duty service men and women in a crowd of more than
500 that turned out for the ceremonies, marking the re-opening of the
Veterans facility that was built in 1933 and restored to its original luster

in a $4.8-million city project.

Buig gep

The process was estimated to
have taken several months of paper-
work and additional investigations.

At the same time, Grasso said
the district is not convinced that the
state’s original claims are true.

Casey was not available to com-
ment, but said in a previous inter-
view that he believed the district’s
investigations into the test copy-
ing proved that the PMS students
didn’t have any advantage for the
2006 testing.

“The [CDE] couldn’t get over
the fact that PMS’s scores were so

high,” Casey said. “District staff
believes that the scores at Pleasanton
Middle reflect only the achievement
of the students at the school.”

Additionally, Casey and Grasso,
as well as other members of the
community, wondered why the
other middle schools weren’t also
targeted for invalidation as teachers
in each of the three middle schools
were allegedly given copies of the
practice test.

To view results and information
from STAR testing, visit http://star.
cde.ca.gov. m

Preventing crimes
of opportunity

Pleasanton police organize community
outreach this month

ehicular burglaries and
Vthefts from cars spiked

by 20 percent in August
and continue to increase this
month, according to Lt. Darrin
Davis with the Pleasanton Police
Department.

Police are responding by hold-
ing a community outreach over
the next couple weeks, where
Volunteers in Police Services
(VIPS) will go door-to-door in
Pleasanton neighborhoods.

Davis described these crimes as
“mostly preventable” since valu-
ables are often left in plain view
of a vehicle that may not even be
locked.

“It provides a criminal with a
very quick getaway,” he said. “It’s
mostly overnight, although some
happen in the daytime too.”

During these prevention
patrols, VIPS will be wearing
light blue uniforms and passing

Pleasanton mourns Irene Pons

Oldest living Pleasanton native and Amador grad remembered

by Janet Pelletier

hen Irene Pons began
high school at Amador
Valley, it was called

Amador Valley Joint Union High
School. It was 1923, one year after
the school first opened. When the
school celebrated its 80th birthday
in 2002, she was on hand, invited to
the special occasion because of her
extensive history.

Mrs. Pons, a lifelong resident of
Pleasanton, died Oct. 2 at the age
of 97. She was the oldest living
native of Pleasanton as well as the

Jor her love of the arts, wit

oldest living Amador grad at the
time of her death. A daughter of
Italian immigrants, Mrs. Pons was
known for her
ravioli dishes
and biscotti.

Her inter-
ests spanned
all of the arts,
from  play-
ing the piano
to  painting
to cooking to
writing poetry
to sewing.

Irene Pons

“She was a very bright woman,”
said her son Gene.

Her love for life didn’t fade away
toward the end, as she continued to
live alone in her home on Vineyard
Place, cherishing the times her
nieces and nephews stopped by to
eat her homemade biscotti cookies,
made from a recipe she inherited
from her Italian family. A large
book she kept held numerous reci-
pes that were passed down to her
from her mother and grandmother,

(continued on page 10)

out crime prevention flyers that
will remind everyone to lock
vehicles and conceal valuables.
Residents will also be encourag-
ing residents to report any suspi-
cious activity to the police and
become involved in the neigh-
borhood watch program.

According to police statis-
tics, 30 percent of the property
crimes in Pleasanton are the direct
result of victims not concealing
valuables. Popular items stolen
include laptop computers, GPS
navigational systems, cell phones
and MP3 players.

A 20 percent increase of these
crimes is also seen during the
holiday season, so additional offi-
cers will be patrolling. Davis also
reminds shoppers to place pur-
chases in the trunk before heading
back into the stores for second
round shopping.

—Emily Atwood

1ana19d 1ouer

This is one of Irene Pons’ paintings,
which hangs in her home.
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FREE Assessment
upon Enrollment

(a $75.00 value)
Expires 11-30-07

PRIVATE PARTIES

HOURLY DROP-IN
CHILDCARE

AFTER SCHool
PICKUP WITH
HoMEWORK

GUIDANCE

CORPORATE
CHILDCARE

Opew unmtl
11 pw om Friday &
Saturday nights!

Join us fov a movie!

Hours of OPERATION
MoN — THurs: 830 Am — §:00 Pm
Fri: §730 am — 1 1:00 pm
Sat: PRIVATE ParTIES 10:00 Am =230 Pm
WITH DRoP-IN FRom 3:00 pm — | 1:00 pm
Sun: PRIVATE PARTIES

Fov othev locations please visit us at
www.p3pavtyplace.com OR call
¢ Brewtwood: 925.516389¢%
o Livevmove: 925 447.0447
¢ Pleasomtown: 925.4¢3.7300
Coming Soom +6 Sam Rawmon, Dublin
& Walnut Creek!

Page 6 ° October 12, 2007 e Pleasanton Weekly

Newsfront

Award created in honor of late
school board president Haugen

Elected women’s association to honor influential women

by Janet Pelletier

The mark Juanita Haugen has
made on education in Pleasanton
is unmistakable. Up until her death
in March, she was the president
of the Pleasanton Unified School
District.

She was the longest-serving
trustee in the history of the local
schools, with her first term begin-
ning in 1979. Aside from her
school trusteeship, she was the
founder of the Pleasanton Youth
Collaborative, was one of the char-
ter members of the board of direc-
tors for Pleasanton Partnerships in
Education Foundation and found-
ed the Pleasanton Community of
Character Coalition.

To honor Haugen’s service and
legacy, the East Bay chapter of
the California Elected Women’s
Association for Education and
Research (CEWAER) has creat-
ed The Juanita Haugen Women
Making a Difference Award.

The nonprofit association will
honor three women in the cat-
egories of education, community
service and business at a luncheon

Oct. 27.

Judy Biviano
Lloyd,secretary
for CEWAER
who was a |
good friend of |
Haugen’s, said
she wanted to
honor “an icon
among wom-
en—an inspira-
tional woman
who gave much to her commu-
nity.”

Haugen founded the East Bay
chapter of CEWAER and served as
the state president in 2005-6.

“This was an idea that I came up
with because I said “What’s the best
way for the organization—which
she led so wonderfully—what’s the
best way for us to recognize her?’”
Lloyd said. “The thing that we
got from Juanita was the ability to
make a difference, so that’s why we
decided to do this and I’'m so proud
we did.”

The association represents influ-
ential women in the Alameda and
Contra Costa county region and

Juanita Haugen

is open to men and women who
support women to vote and seek
public office. CEWAER does not
endorse candidates, issues or legis-
lative bills.

The award categories follow the
Community of Character model
that Haugen created. Lloyd said
because Haugen was passion-
ate about such character traits as
responsibility, compassion, self-
discipline, honesty, respect and
integrity, that it should be the stan-
dard for the women the association
will honor.

While the period to nominate a
woman for an award has passed, the
public is invited to purchase tickets
to the awards luncheon, which will
be held at 11:30 a.m. at Barone’s
restaurant, 475 St. John St.

Sponsorships for the luncheon
are also available at three levels:
$500, $750 and $1,000. Proceeds
from sponsorships will go to the
state chapter of CEWAER to
help the organization’s operating
expenses.

For information, visit www.
cewaer.org or call 916-551-1920. m

Monday is tax time for thousands

Late filers have until midnight to file federal, state returns

The Internal Revenue Service and
Franchise Tax Board have issued
friendly reminders to the thousands
of taxpayers who opted to file their
returns late this year that their tax
payments must be postmarked
before midnight Monday.

Each year, nearly 1 million tax-
payers file their California income
tax returns on extension. Those
who file late may face penalties.

“Oct. 15 is an important dead-
line,” said State Controller and FTB

Chairman John Chiang. “Plenty of
time remains and I encourage them
to take advantage of FTB services
like e-file and e-pay that make fil-
ing a tax return easier.”

E-filing offers quick refunds,
increased accuracy and timely con-
firmation that the FTB received
your return, he said. FTB offers
free online e-file for many taxpay-
ers through its CalFile program
available at the FTB’s Web site at
ftb.ca.gov. Taxpayers can also e-file

Honig Winemakers Dinner
Tuesday, October 23rd

6:30 pm Reception
7:00 pm Dinner

Four Course Dinner ¢ $80.00 per person

Call For Reservations, Space Is Limited
To view our menu, visit website www.bridgesdanville.com

= >

B R I

D G E S

RESTAURANT & BAR

44 Church Street, Danville
925.820.7200

using their tax preparer or commer-
cial online software provider.

California taxpayers can also pay
any state taxes due using their
Discover/NOVUS, MasterCard,
American Express or Visa credit
cards. To pay by credit card, tax-
payers can call (800) 2PAY TAX
[(800) 272-9829] or visit www.
officialpayments.com. The vendor
charges a convenience fee.

—Jeb Bing




Janet Pelletier

Newsfront

A “woman” carrying her “babies” waits to see if immigration officials will
accept her paperwork and allow her into the United States.

Coming to America

Walnut Grove students learn how immigrants
came through Ellis Island

by Janet Pelletier

Some 90 fourth- and fifth-grad-
ers experienced what it was like
to be an immigrant coming to the
United States in the early part of
the 20th century on Oct. 4.

The Walnut Grove Elementary
students, who are in teachers
Joanne Nix, Becky Konitzer and
Terri Quensiberry’s classes, dressed
up and acted the parts involving
the process of immigrants coming
through Ellis Island in New York
to be admitted as U.S. citizens.

The children chose their country
of origin and a name and were
anything from upper class soci-
ety-types to lower-class citizens.
Some played immigrants while
others played immigration work-
ers who checked their paperwork
and decided whether they’d be let
into the United States. Some wore
fancy hats and bonnets, fur coats
and toted suitcases while oth-
ers with dirt-covered faces wore
mangy clothes and wore just the
shirts off their backs. Yet others
wore shawls and hankerchiefs and
carried babies (baby dolls).

“Some of them were deported
and some of them—if they were
upper class especially—passed right
through inspection,” explained teach-
er Nix, adding that this was a learn-
ing experience for the students to see

Check out

Town
Square

An online forum to

Discuss Community
Issues

Ask for advice
Rate a movie
Review a restaurant
and more

PLEASANTON

@W(

what life was really like back then.

Nix said this is the first time
she’s taught the subject of immi-
gration in her fourth and fifth-grade
Discovery joint class. While most
fourth- and fifth-graders are learn-
ing about American history in the
form of the Oregon Trail, Nix said
she decided to teach a section about
immigration because it is such a
prevalent topic today.

“It’s an issue that’s in the news
a lot today and many of them are
hearing about it on television,” she
said.

After the majority of the “immi-
grants” were accepted, while some
were “deported,” students sang the
“Pledge of Allegiance,” “Grand
Old Flag” and the “Star Spangled
Banner.” m

Second Home Depot meeting
scheduled for Oct. 17

Forum about proposed center at Bernal/Stanley open to public

by Janet Pelletier

The second in a series of public
forums on the much talked-about
Home Depot proposal is planned to
be held on Wednesday.

The city’s Planning Department
will host the forum with the
community to share the updated
information and data they have
gathered about the project. The
project bid, called the Pleasanton
Gateway Shopping Center, is
being made by Regency Centers,
a commercial center development
firm. Plans include building a

W

CPHCIAL

3 Meals For $49

(reg. $ 72.00)

new Home Depot, Longs Drugs
and other smaller retail stores,
including a Starbucks coffee
shop, on a 14.7-acre site at the
southeast corner of the Stanley
Boulevard/Bernal Avenue inter-
section, across from McDonald’s.

The project was approved by
the Planning Commission, 4-1, in
December, but was pulled back
from approval by the City Council
after council members requested
that the city meet with residents
who are concerned about the
shopping center’s effects on the

Each meal has 4-6 servings.

Split them into 2 meals at no charge.
Coupon expires on 10/31/07.

Not valid with other offers or discounts. Limit

one coupon per household. Coupon valid at our
Pleasanton location.

neighborhood as well as anyone
else who wants to learn more
about the project or ask ques-
tions of city staff. Those opposing
the project have been primar-
ily concerned about an increase
in traffic congestion, noise from
trucks delivering goods to the
home improvement store and the
economic viability of a second
Home Depot in Pleasanton.
During the first public forum,

(continued on page 8)

Apple Dumplings, California Style Greek
Spinach Pie, Greek Burgers, Chimichangas
(beef or vegetarian), Veggie Pesto
Spaghetti, Healthy Heart Artichoke with
Tofu, Swedish Meatballs, Bruschetta
Chicken, Chicken Piccata, Hawaiian Luau
Pork Roast, International Pork Loin, Stuffed
Portobello Mushroom, Sticky Coconut
Chicken, Shrimp Scampi, Healthy Heart
Artichoke Chicken and Asian Beef

1989 Santa Rita Road, Ste. G, Pleasanton, CA 94566 @ (925) 485-4286 e www.dinnermyway.com

REAL ESTATE SERVIGESs

Independently Ouwmed and Operated

Announcing the Return of Intero Real Estate
to Your Neighborhood

At Intero, our agents know the importance of being part of the communities where they live and work.
They share a common vision, core values, and practice the highest standards of professionalism.
You can trust Intero Agents - they’re your friends and neighbors.

PLEASANTON

Great People.

Great Agents.

Experience the Intero Difference.

Now Hiring New & Experienced Agents.

= 6654 Koll Center Parkway #355 « 925.701.2100
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The Leaves Are Falling - and
So are Our Rates!

Now through the end of October, buyers can get a .375% discount
to points on a WaMu home loan.

With WaMu, you get the stability of a big bank and the friendly service of a

local bank. We're with you all the way, from pre-approval to the hassle-free
closing. Everything you've come to expect from the bank down the street.

X

\
§, 7 PRESIDENT'S \

XN CLUB ,’

-

Laura Ryan
925.225.7644

laura.ryan@wamu.net

W Washington Mutual

5800 Stoneridge Mall Road ¢ Pleasanton, CA 94588

Offer applies only to the 1-Month Option ARM. The interest rate/APR may increase after the first month. The interest rate may change more frequently than the minimum payment amount. The
minimum payment is always the lowest payment that can be made each month. Making the minimum payment each month can result in negative amortization. All payment options are not available
each month. In addition, on 15-year loans, only up to three payment options are available. Interest that accrues between the date of closing and the month preceding the month in which your first
payment is due will be based on the higher of the start rates or the fully indexed rate. APR is effective 4/05/06. The APR and 1.000% start rate are available only to borrowers with FICO scores equal
to or greater than 720. Different start rates and APRs may apply to borrowers with different credit profiles. The APR and 1.000% start rate are also only available on purchase money and non cash-
out refinance loans secured by 1-2 unit owner-occupied properties with terms of 15 and 30 years, Loan-to-Value (LTV) ratios of up to 70% (purchase money and non cash out refinance) and loan
amounts of up to $1.5 million. Additional limitations and restrictions may apply. Higher rates may apply 1-Month Option ARMs with different parameters. Rates and terms are subject to change without
notice. Alternative pricing options may be available. Ask a Washington Mutual loan consultant for details. Typical financing examples of a $200,000 loan with an LTV of 70% and pre-

paid finance charges of $3,607.29, a starting interest rate of 1.000%, Index of 4.011%, a Margin of 1.875% and a fully Indexed Rate of 5.886%. On a 30-year loan the APR would be

5.982 and the 360 minimum monthly payments would vary from $643.28 to $1,374.20. On a 15-year loan the APR would be 6.052% and the 180 minimum monthly payments would

vary from $1,196.99 to $1,891.35. Washington Mutual has loan offices and accepts application in: Washington Mutual Bank- many states; Washington Mutual Bank, doing business

as Washington Mutual Bank, FA- many states; and Washington Mutual Banks fsb- ID, MT, UT.

Harry Osmus
925.225.7647

harry.osmus @ wamu.net

ssssssss

ALAMEDA COUN TY TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT AUTHORITY

TRANSPORTATION FORUM IN EAST COUNTY

The public is invited to hear about and discuss transportation project details,
schedules, and contracting opportunities at an East County Transportation Forum.
The Alameda County Transportation Improvement Authority in conjunction with its
Citizens Advisory Committee and partnering agencies will host the forum which
features presentations on major transportation projects that will be implemented
within the next five years.

This Transportation Forum will focus on four projects including:

e 580 Corridor Improvements
Corridor widening for high occupancy vehicles, auxiliary lanes and
land preservation for the future BART extension
e 1-580/Route 84 Interchange
New interchange on I-580 Interchange to Vallecitos Road
e [1-680 Express Lanes
High occupancy toll lanes

These projects are funded through Measure B, Alameda County’s half-cent

transportation sales tax. October 18, 2007 at Pleasanton Senior Center; 5353
Sunol Boulevard. Open House at 6:30 p.m.; Formal Presentations at 7:00 p.m.
For more information, contact Tess Lengyel or Keonnis Taylor at 510-893-4437
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Home Depot

(continued from page 7)

“As this will be
the first time the
community has
seen the answers
to these questions,
city staff wants input
from members of
the community if
they believe that
important issues are
not addressed or
data appears to be
inconsistent.”

—Nancy Allen

held in July, Planning Director
Jerry Iserson and his planning
staff identified and confirmed
questions residents had asked

about the plan. At the Oct. 17
meeting, city staff will present the
answers to those questions based
on the research they’ve compiled
since the last forum.

Nancy Allen, who has been
leading Stop Pleasanton Gridlock,
a citizens’ group that advocates
traffic concerns throughout the
city, said in an email sent to
supporters, “As this will be the
first time the community has seen
the answers to these questions,
city staff wants input from mem-
bers of the community if they
believe that important issues are
not addressed or data appears to
be inconsistent. Jerry Iserson and
his team are very committed to
presenting the most comprehen-
sive information to the council, so
they will make the best decision
for Pleasanton.”

The meeting will be held at
6:30 p.m. Oct. 17 at the City
Council Chamber, 200 Old Bernal
Ave. Any questions or comments
related to the project should be
directed to Iserson at 931-5600 or
jiserson@ci.pleasanton.ca.us. m

DANVILLE FALL CRAFTS FESTIVAL" 07

October 20 & 21+ 10 a.m. -

5 p.m. « Hartz Avenue

Hosted by the Danville Area Chamber of Commerce
and the Town of Danville

200 Craft & Fine Art Displays
Scarecrow Alley
Entertainment
Halloween Parade (Saturday 10:00 a.m.)
San Ramon Valley Times Kids’ Activity Area
Safe Trick-or-Treating
Fine Wines & Microbrews
Gourmet Food
Free Admission

For more information: 925.837.4400 or www.mlaproductions.com

TRIVALLEY TIMES @



Newsfront

Flu shots are readily available

by Emily Atwood

There are more flu vaccines now
than have ever been produced,
according to Art Woo, program
director of Sutter infusion and
pharmacy services.

While the volume of vaccines
available is unusual, Woo said
Sutter’s shipment was also deliv-
ered early and at once, instead of
staggered through the season.

“This month through November
is an excellent time to get a flu
shot,” Woo said. “Flu season starts
late November and peaks around
mid to late December.”

Woo said he encourages children,
and adults over 50 to get vaccinat-
ed. Even those in the typical healthy
adult range (ages 18 to 50) may
consider getting a shot, especially
those who suffer from asthma, dia-
betes, congestive heart failure, a
vascular disease or another ailment
that could result in a weakened

immune system, to get a shot.

“For those who don’t have much
reserve to fight the flu off, it’s a
great idea to get vaccinated,” he
said. “It’s also a good idea for
people who live in a long-term care
facility or are around those in the
risk groups.”

According to the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention,
some should consult a physician
before obtaining a shot: people
who have a severe allergy to
chicken eggs, have had a severe
reaction to flu shots in the past,
have developed Guillian-Barre syn-
drome (GBS) within six weeks
of previously getting a flu shot,
children under six months of age,
and people who have a moderate
or severe illness with a fever. The
latter mentioned should wait until
the symptoms lessen.

For more information about the
flu, visit www.cdc.gov/flu

Whet your appetite

by Elizabeth Campos Rajs

Duck with pomegranate glaze,
pumpkin mousse with rum
sauce and butternut squash ravi-
oli with gorgonzola cream sauce
are just a few of the delicacies
that will be served up Saturday
night at Pleasanton Partnership in
Education’s annual culinary event.

Fifteen local chefs have volun-
teered to whip up creative hors
d’oeuvres, entrees and desserts to
serve at “Bon Appetit: Toasts and
Tastes of Fall.”

The event, which is PPIE’s larg-
est fundraising event of the year,
will be held from 6:30 to 10:30 p.m.
at the Carr America Conference
Center, 4400 Rosewood Drive.
Tickets are $55 per person and are
available online at www.ppie.org

until noon Saturday.

Proceeds will fund grants and pro-
grams for students and faculty in the
Pleasanton Unified School District.
PPIE is a nonprofit foundation that
fosters partnerships between the
school district, local businesses and
community organizations.

“We're excited about the enthusi-
asm this event is generating on all
levels—from the chefs who are inter-
ested in creating spectacular food
items to the principals and adminis-
trators who are excited to participate,
to our sponsors, who are generously
contributing their time and money
for our schools,” said PPIE Executive
Director Debi Covello.

The event, which Covello describes
as a festive cocktail party, features 15
food stations and each one is staffed

Where to get vaccinated

Sutter VNA & Hospice

Children ages 9 and older, adults
and seniors can come to Pleasanton
Presbyterian Church, 4300 Mirador
Drive, from 9:30 a.m. to noon Oct.
14. The cost is $25. Visit www.sut-
tervna.org for more information.

ValleyCare Health System

Flu shots will be available at
ValleyCare occupational health
clinics in Pleasanton and Livermore
and at the mobile health clinic start-
ing Oct. 15. For more information,
call 847-3000.

San Ramon Regional

Free flu shots will be available for
seniors Nov. 9 (while supplies last)
in the South Building, 7777 Norris
Canyon Road, San Ramon. From 9
to 10 a.m., ages 65 and older will

(continued on page 11)
for PPIE

by a chef, a school principal and a
corporate sponsor. Each food sample
is paired with a wine tasting. The
event also features a martini bar,
silent and live auctions.

To help generate ticket sales,
PPIE offers a $200 prize to the
school parent club that sells the
most tickets. For the third year in a
row, Donlon Elementary is leading
the effort with more than 50 tick-
ets sold, but at press time, Walnut
Grove Elementary was a very close
second, Covello said.

This is the fourth year PPIE
has hosted the culinary-themed
fundraiser. Last year’s event raised
more than $80,000, Covello said.

For more information about the
event or PPIE, call 846-5620 or
visit www.ppie.org. m

CALILAHAN
R
Tile & Stone

Extensive selection of natural stone,
tile and unique decorative accent tiles!
Complimentary design service available

in our showroom by appointment.

Open Mon-Fri 10:00-5:00 pm
Saturday 10-2 pm

4811 Hopyard Rd, Pleasanton
(next to Chili’s)
Gail & Mike Callahan, Local Owners

NORCAL

Weight Loss Center
Lose weight...and keep it off!

Staffed by professional doctors and nurses
Covered by some insurance companies
Non-medication Programs Available

Evening Hours Available
Maintenance Programs
Gourmet Meals (optional)

AFTER
Latest FDA Approved Medications -

Shauntrell lost

weight on our

program and

you can too! L iy

Unretouched clinical photo taken

while frowning before and 14 days
after treatment with Botox® Cosmetic

Also Offering Botox®/Restylane® Treatments

$75 OFF
Botox® Treatment plus
Free Consultation to new clients only

Safe FDA Approved
Botox®/Restylane®
Lunch, Evening & Saturday appts. available
Dr. David Melamed, MD ¢ Dermatologist
925-846-5614

San Ramon
2701 Crow Canyon Blvd.
925 837-6400

Pleasanton
374 St. Mary St.
925 846-5614

FREE CONSULTATION
New clients only

RitA ToNYy AMY -
L_LEAVENS ]

REAL EsTATE TEAM
(925) 487-1427

WWW.TONYLEAVENS.COM
Delivering Excellence

To-Youwr Door

B <UD HOMETOWN SMAC

Hometown GMAC Real Estate is an Independently Owned and Operated Firm
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Established in 1985

Destinations
Unlimited

f

1989-C Santa Rita Road ® (925) 462-0402
www.travel-desk.com ® CST#101368810

Specializing in
Europe and the
South Pacific

ﬂ Certified
HAWAII
Specialist

Accredited by the Hawaii Visilors
and Comention Bureau

TrickHimor @) ©¢

Treat HimInA .24

S exy Halloween
Costume

Large Selection of costumes Small thru 4x

Professional Bra Fitting * Hard to Find Sizes

30-44 AK
o,
BEST{OF,
PLEASANTON
2007

925 v 846 v 1950

350 Main Street ¥ At Angela ¥ Downtown Pleasanton

www.lilyannslingerie.com
Open 7 days

Trusted Brands ... Since 1976

Entry Handlesets

Oil Rubbed Bronze
Satin Nickel

Pewter

Flat Black

) Sunol Blvd Exit
1/4 Mile East

LUMBER & HARDWARE CLOSED SUNDAYS
5505 Sunol Boulevard, Pleasanton = 925 846 5040

Are you paying too
much for COBRA?

Or do you just need individual or group
health coverage at affordable rates?
Call today to save money!

Charlene Beasley

Lic#0C26292

Beasley Insurance Services

925-803-9799

www.beasleyinsurance.com

Plans
as low as

$39%

*Based on HealthNet PPO-HSA
plan for singles age 19-29

Free Quote go to www.beasleyinsurance.com

BlueCross
" of Californla

‘1? Net

@ Blue Shield
/ of California
[INationwide

PacifiCare-

|§‘5'e'z KAISER PERMANENTE |
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Three recognized by school
district for “responsibility”

Honor is part of the Community of Character trait program

Responsibility is something
Karen Brown, Dana Hansen and
Jacki Stewart don’t take lightly.

The three were honored at last
Tuesday’s Pleasanton Unified
School District board meeting for
exemplifying the Community of
Character Program’s trait “respon-
sibility.”

Brown, a parent and employee
at Fairlands Elementary School,
was responsible for giving the
impetus to the Go Green program
at the school and in 2005, the
school won national recognition as
a “Go Green School of the Year,”
according to Superintendent John
Casey. When parents and facul-
ty observed that students were
lacking etiquette three years ago,
Brown spearheaded the ‘Manners
Program’ that culminated in a lun-
cheon where students could prac-

tice their social graces, greeting
and serving their parents, the prin-
cipal and the superintendent. The
program has continued to spread
to other campuses.

Hansen, a Lydiksen Elementary
School parent, heard about
Fairlands’ successful ‘Manner
Program’ and volunteered to help
start it for Lydiksen fourth-graders,
according to Casey. She coordi-
nated it for a lunchtime format and
has agreed to help again this year.

Stewart, a parent volunteer at
Harvest Park Middle School, is
the school’s PTA chairwoman for
Go Green and an advocate for the
district, Casey said.

“It is not uncommon to see
Jacki working with adults and
students on a daily basis,” Casey
said. “All summer long, she vol-
unteered her time to maintain and

improve the school garden.”

Most recently, Stewart has
spearheaded the food scrap recy-
cling program, which has been a
success. She also gives her time
to help other schools, sharing how
she organizes parent volunteers
for every lunch period and edu-
cates students on the importance
of recycling, Casey said.

The nominations for character
trait recognition are submitted
by staff and students and were
reviewed by the district’s Personal
Development Advisory Committee.
The traits include: responsibility,
compassion, self-discipline, hon-
esty, respect and integrity. The dis-
trict recognizes groups or individu-
als six times during the year. For
information about the program, call
Kevin Johnson at 426-4290.

—Janet Pelletier

Pons

(continued from page 5)

who lived in a small village outside
of Portofino, Italy.

Mrs. Pons was bornin Pleasanton
on Jan. 9, 1910 to parents Adele
and Luigi (Louis) Ghiotti. The
Ghiottis came to Pleasanton after
crossing through Ellis Island from
Italy in 1897.

After she graduated from high
school in 1927, Mrs. Pons worked
as a telephone operator.

“The phone numbers back then
were just three digits,” Gene Pons
said. “When she started, there were
215 numbers in Pleasanton.”

When a fire broke out, it was
Mrs. Pons’ job to ring the fire
alarm.

She married her husband Dan
in 1934. The pair became the
proprietors and operators of the
Colombo Hotel and Restaurant
that same year, managing it until
1942 when World War II began.
The business was passed down
from Mrs. Pons’ parents, who pur-
chased the hotel after they were
told the owner was looking to
sell it because they were having a
problem with “ladies of the night.”
The hotel was located at 537 Main
St., where Bicycles! Pleasanton is
now located. At the time, the hotel
had eight to 10 rooms and attached
cabins. The Ghiottis lived in a
home behind the hotel.

After selling the Colombo, Dan
Pons went to work for Kaiser, while
Mrs. Pons was a stay-at-home mom
during the time her only son Gene
was in school.

Her love for the arts filled a big
part of her life, as she was involved
in the founding of the Pleasanton
Art League. As an avid artist, Mrs.
Pons painted a number of works,
many of which she commissioned
and sold.

“One of the best ones she paint-
ed was of the Pleasanton Hotel,
which when she lived on Vervais
Street, they had a great view
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Pons, along with her husband Dan, owned and operated the Colombo Hotel
and Restaurant. Here, a float is part of the 1936 Fiesta del Vino.

looking down on the hotel,” Gene
Pons said.

The hotel’s owner like the paint-
ing so much, he bought it. Mrs.
Pons painted for most of her life
until her eyesight started failing.

A love of music led her to play
the piano and in 1929, she pur-
chased a Sherman & Clay piano
for $259. She kept the receipt,
which showed that she payed it off
at $9/month—which was consid-
ered a lot of money at the time.

The piano still sits in her home,
a reminder to her son of all the
times she used to play classical
music at family gatherings as well
as alone in her solitude. She also
enjoyed sewing and often times
bought patterns and made her
own clothing. Writing poetry and
short stories came naturally to
her. At Christmastime last year,
she wrote a spinoff to ‘““Twas
the Night Before Christmas,” to
include all of her family mem-
bers’ names.

She was a sharp woman up until
her death.

“She had a good sense of humor.
She still enjoyed a lot before her
death,” Gene Pons said. “Many of
her memories go back to her trip to
Italy to visit her family. She had a
tremendously good memory.”

“She was always good-natured.
Not much bothered her,” added
Gene’s wife Annie. “She was very
articulate, very knowledgeable. She
listened to the radio all the time and
was up on politics.”

Mrs. Pons stayed vibrant through
her 90s and could read off all the
states and their capitols, something
she liked to practice as a mental
exercise.

She was also an independent and
self-sufficient woman, having lived
alone until her death.

Because Mrs. Pons’ history with
Pleasanton runs so deep, Gene
Pons said he plans to work with the
Museum On Main to share some of
her photographs and keepsakes.

Mrs. Pons is survived by her
son Gene Pons of Pleasanton;
daughter-in-law Annie Pons; three
grandchildren: David, Jennifer
and Matthew; three great-grand-
children: Carly, Cole and Camille
and loving nieces and nephews.
She was preceded in death by her
loving husband Dan in 1978.

In lieu of flowers, the fam-
ily requests donations be made to
Hospice of the East Bay, 3470
Buskirk Ave., Pleasant Hill, CA
94523.

The family plans to hold a pri-
vate gathering to remember her. m
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Newsfront

Take Us Along

Holy Weekly

Sisters Dolores Marciel and Annette Kazarian celebrate Easter Mass
at the Vatican in Rome, Italy.

A flip-floppin’ Weekly

It was a flip-flop kind of evening in Belize when the Snyder family
took this photo with the Weekly. The family includes Craig, Lisa and
their children Tracy, Kari and Jesse. On their vacation, they visited
the island of San Pedro where they went snorkeling, scuba diving,
zip lining, cave tubing and played volleyball on the beach.

Nob Hill Foods

From 10 am. to 1 p.m. and 2 to 6
p-m. Oct. 12 and 13, Nob Hill Foods
on 3112 Santa Rita Road will offer
flu and pneumonia shots. Flu shots
are $25 for the general public and
“free” for individuals with Part B
Medicare and no HMO insurance
coverage. Visit www.nobhill.com. m

Flu

(continued from page 9)

receive shots and from 10 a.m. to
noon, any adult over 50 will receive
shots. soon. Call 800-284-2878 for
more information.

The Engel Team
Real Estate With a Personal Touch!

@ P:udential

Ldliiorila

(925) 249-6801

Joel Engel joel.engel @prurealty.com
Cindy Engel cindy.engel @prurealty.com
Ali Krebs 4krebs @comcast.com

Lrott qzeyo'zy
Guitar Studio

Private Studio
Downtown
Pleasanton

Exclusive
1on1
Guitar

Lessons

Adults and Kids
Ages 10 thru 110

established in 1997
4625 First Street 417-0561

www.ﬂ¢¢5’. net
I

Pleasanton
Real Estate News

Gerarda
Stocking

WHEN IS THIN
TOO THIN:

I don’t know about you, but I
had a grandfather who proffered
advice the way Shakespeare’s
master of the mundane, Polonius,
did. “Neither a borrower nor a
lender be,” he would say, quoting
his hero. It was good advice—or
so it seemed at the time.

Fired by logic like this, the
imagination can think of no one
more likely to pay off a debt he
reluctantly takes out than a person
who has no prior debt on his
record. Right? Wrong, according
to the workings of the credit score
programs. Someone who does
not have a fairly full and lengthy
history of taking out and repaying
debt has a “thin file,” and is un-
likely to get as high a credit score
as someone who has been building
up and paying down his credit
card balances for years and years.

This is important. Its a clear
example of the ways our long-
accustomed common-sense views
of the best possible handling of
money may fly in the face of the
scoring mechanisms that affect
our ability to take out a home
mortgage with the best possible
interest rate. And it doesn't stop
there. Even the premium on your
auto insurance is affected by your
credit score in most cases.

Talk with your real estate and
mortgage professionals about how
credit scores work and how you
can add fuel to your score, possibly
with very simple financial moves.
Just call Gerarda Stocking at 846-
4000 or visit her website at www.
gerardastocking.com.

Gerarda Stocking is the Owner/Broker
of Stocking Realty.

OB nds

An Upscale
Consignment Boutique

PLEASANTON }
/

2007 rd

Great one of a kind
selections
Previously owned & new designer
fashions at a fraction of their original
price! We specialize in your favorite
designer apparel, shoes & accessories.

Downtown Pleasanton Necklace

327A St. Mary Street Jewelry by Paula
Located near the corner of Ret. $68
Main Stree.t and St. Mary Street Brown
Phone: 925 846-6600 Sweatshirt
Hours: Tues. - Sat. 10am - 5pm, 8two8
Mon. consignment by appointment only by Kelly Moroney
(in-home appointments available) Ret. $48
Want to Consign? i Pink T;h";
Call 925 846-6600 : b Kelly Moo
Denim Skirt y Kelly Moroney
Some items pictured are one of a kind, True Religion Ret. $36
& availability is not guaranteed. Ret. $99

SEVEN = RALPH LAUREN = BEBE m EILEEN FISHER = CITIZENS = 8TWO8 m BCBG BY MAX AZRIA
LUCKY = TRUERELIGION = BANANAREPUBLIC = DKNY mJCREW mJUICY mJEWELRY BY PAULA & MORE!

Conjuve Up Memovies
with Your Ghosts
amd Goblins!

Saturday, Octover 27
1030awm-1:30pm
We will take a pictuve of your
child n tHheir Halloweew costume.
And they com Aecovatre a spooky

Lrame to take it howme in!

S480-2 Sunol Blvd., Pleasawnton, CA 94566
(m the Raley’s Shopping Centev)

925-417-8420
www.Castampin.com

|'.;e(l.:"'e:p...¢

STUMPIV

& SLRAPBOOKS

Join the Fun! Everyone’s doing it...

Read the Maltese Falcon, attend the events—discussions, movies,
presentations. Book talks Monday, Oct. 15, 22 and 29 at Coffee Beans and
Bistro. Details on our website or call 925-846-8826 for more information.

nton We,
252" %y,
¥ by

15%

PLEASANTON Discount

oSk Pleasanon, CA

waw. townecenterbooks com
846-8826

The Big Read is an intiative of the National Endowment from the
Arts designed to restore reading to the center of American culture.
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A man pumps gas at the Shell gas station on Main Street. The station, designed in the Mission Revival style, was built by John Amaral in 1931.

When local historian Mary-Jo Wainwright
was asked to help the Museum On Main in pub-
lishing a book about the history of Pleasanton,
she was already well versed in the subject. A
resident since 1991, she also completed three
papers about the city’s history in her pursuit of
a master’s degree in East Bay history. Yet she
was still surprised by delving even deeper in
her research.

The first came in how the downtown stayed
so well preserved. She said she assumed that
there was an ordinance to preserve the historic
characteristics, but she found nothing to sup-
port that assumption.

“The fact that they maintained it shocks me
when all other cities didn’t,” she said. “The city
council and the community became focused
early on. A lot of people faced making [devel-
opment] decisions, but people didn’t come in
and rip up the downtown.”

She added that the downtown’s success may
have been planned, but it’s also debatable as to
whether luck helped with today’s “commercial
bonanza.”

It appears that small-town feel of downtown
was cherished for so long because it took a
while for Pleasanton to develop a hearty popu-
lation.

“Timing is everything,” Wainwright said.

That last part rings true when looking at
the development of neighboring cities like
Livermore and Dublin.

“Pleasanton benefited from being slightly off
the beaten track,” she said.

The bulk growth didn’t take place until after
World War II, but the biggest spike in popula-
tion was the addition of freeways after the
Federal Highway Act of 1956.

“There are still quite a number of residents
who have descended from the [pioneer] fami-
lies,” she said. “What I’ve seen develop is the
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character of Pleasanton, but it’s because of the
slow growth.”

As many residents know, Pleasanton was pri-
marily agricultural through the 1960s. In fact,
what is now the Hacienda Business Park was
once a swamp. Wainwright said homeowners
in the Valley Trails neighborhood might want to
thank the developers for helping defer the flood
waters.

The biggest shock Wainwright encountered
was the city’s biggest gem almost kept the city
from existing. The deep valley and underground

aquifer made this land very attractive to thirsty
San Franciscans. They purchased the land
in the 1930s with the intention of damming
the valley for drinking water. Instead, they
dammed Hetch-Hetchy in the Sierra Nevada,
and Pleasanton acquired some of the land for
the to-be-developed Bernal Park.

In all, she admits that the book is not an
“extensive history, but it’s a start.”” The focus
was on development and much of her research
was also dependent on local experts.

These local experts include Otis Nostrand,

Publishing at 888-313-2665. They can also be
| purchased at the book launch party for $21.75,

| has lived in Pleasanton since 1991. The local

J with her husband and daughter.

Celebrate the book launch

“Images of America: Pleasanton” will be
launched at a party hosted by the Museum On
Main Street at 7 p.m. Oct. 19. Wine and dessert
will be served and author Mary-Jo Wainwright
will give a brief talk. She will also be donating
a portion of book sales to the museum.

Books can be preordered through the Museum
On Main Street Web site or by calling Arcadia

including tax.

More about the author
Mary-Jo Wainwright grew up in Hayward and

historian holds a bachelor’s degree from UC
Berkeley and a master’s degree from Cal Sate
East Bay. She has taught at Las Positas College
and currently teaches history at Imperial Valley
College in Imperial, Calif. (about 30 minutes
north of the Mexican border). She comes home
to Pleasanton as much as she can to spend time

Moove over! Cows flooded the Meadowlark drive
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What is now the Pleasanton Hotel was once the Farmer’s Hotel which in 1902
replaced the hotel built by John Kottinger in 1864.

owner of The Hop Yard Alehouse, who is an expert on—you guessed it—the
hop fields that used to cover parts of the city; a descendant of Phoebe Apperson
Hearst; and Andrew Galvan, a descendant of Ohlone Chief Tarino.

Also surprising to Wainwright was the amount of time and effort it would
take to compile the information. Working closely with Terry Berry, former
director of the Museum On Main Street, the book came together in six months.
With over 200 images, it begins with Ohlone speaking Native Americans, looks
at the addition of freeways and ends a then and now photo comparison.

Wainwright said an important part to include was the stress on survival of the
Native Americans here. Many of them were killed, she said, but there are also
many who survived and continue to contribute to Pleasanton’s story.

Wainwright hopes the community will cherish the history found in the
book.

“Especially in a place like Pleasanton, old timers and newcomers want to
know about where they live,” she said. “Knowing the history, they can be
engaged more in what happens in the future...and they’ll be far more likely to
protect and preserve it.”

This is Wainwright’s first book. She continues to research on the Bay Area’s
Peralta family and hopes to gather her findings in another book. That’s the end
of her book writing plans, she said, but she doesn’t want to rule anything out,
adding, “I didn’t know I’d be writing this one!” =
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Come see us howll
We are here to sincerely
offer the best treatment YOU
DESERVE to help you attain
confidence and a SMILE that

will change your lifel

YVONNE T. DE MESA, D.M.D.
A Professional Corporation,
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additional 25 years of
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our more than 22 years of
EXCEPTIONAL DENTISTRY
all over the Bay Area—
by having join us

HENRY 6. UY, D.D.S., Ph.D

experienced on oral surgery
and dental implants
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at (925) 462 2311

HENRY 6. UY, D.D.S., Ph.D
YVONNE T. DE MESA, D.M.D.
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Collections
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Elder Abuse
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6160 Stoneridge Mall Rd Ste. 210
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www.garcialawgrp.com

Consultations available
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Editorial

Grassroots efforts
can involve elected
officials, too

Planning Commission Chairwoman Anne Fox has been crit-
icized by some in government, civic and business circles for
actively and publicly co-sponsoring a petition that seeks sup-
port for an initiative to block most commercial and residential
development on the vacant 124-acre Staples Ranch property at
the city’s far northeast corner. The land, unincorporated and
owned by Alameda County, is being eyed by the county and
the Pleasanton City Council for use as an auto mall, senior
care and independent living complex, a public park and a four-
rink ice arena to be developed by a subsidiary of the San Jose
Sharks.

Fox, with her co-sponsor Matt Morrison, established a
citizen’s group called Friends of Pleasanton to curb the pro-
posed development with a measure they want to place on the
November 2008 ballot to preserve Staples Ranch, which they
call Pleasanton’s Eastern Gateway.

To qualify their measure for the ballot, they must obtain sig-
natures from at least 10 percent of the 38,000 registered vot-
ers who voted in the 2006 General Election. Since obtaining
approval to proceed with their effort, they have been working
the crowds at downtown events such as First Wednesday and
walking the east side neighborhoods in search of registered
voters who agree with their concerns.

In the meantime, other groups, including the Pleasanton
Chamber of Commerce and civic organizations, have formed
a counter-group called Pleasanton First, taking out newspaper
ads and speaking at community meetings to encourage regis-
tered voters to “just say no” to Friends of Pleasanton. They
support the planned development for Staples, which already is
part of a Memorandum of Understanding between the city and
county.

They argue that the city’s long-negotiated plan allows for
plenty of parks, sports fields and trails, and provides needed
apartments and care facilities for seniors and an ice facility to
serve the Tri-Valley. That would spare hockey teams and skat-
ers the one-hour and more trips to ice rinks in other cities. The
proposed auto mall appears to be acceptable to both citizens’
groups, although the Morrison-Fox initiative, if it qualifies for
a public vote, could push back any development to 2009.

Faced with a groundswell of criticism for working both
sides of the street—chairing the Planning Commission that
makes land use decisions while also leading an initiative effort
that would un-do what the City Council and Alameda County
are proposing—several on the council who support Fox asked
City Attorney Michael Roush to determine her lobbying
rights. An opinion by Attorney Liane Randolph, who until
recently was the chair of the state’s Fair Political Practices
Commission, gives Fox—and any other appointed or elected
official—the right to openly participate in discussions that
may differ from established City Council, or even Planning
Commission policy.

Unless there’s a monetary conflict (say, Fox owned a farm-
house on Staples Ranch), she can continue to actively collect
signatures and speak out in favor of the Friends of Pleasanton
effort. While this is not the legal opinion those opposed to Fox
or her initiative wanted, it clears the air for future campaigns
by anyone choosing to seek elective office or who is already
there. After all, members of Congress lobby, cajole and coax
their constituents and fellow legislators all the time. We see
the same persuasive techniques in Sacramento.

So now we know: a council member or planning commis-
sioner can vote one way and move outside City Hall to urge
people to support something else. As Attorney Randolph
concludes: “Ms. Fox has taken a policy position against devel-
opment of the (Staples Ranch) parcel. But...Staples Ranch
involves significant policy determinations and Ms. Fox’s
desire to see the Staples Ranch property remain open is part
of the public political dialogue.” m

Letters

City is frontrunner with
its open space

Dear Editor,

I think it’s important for
Pleasanton residents to understand
the open space issue being tied
to Staples Ranch. The proponents
of the two initiatives are stating
that the issue is all about open
space. I take argument with that.
The only open space worthy on
this property has already been
earmarked for park use, which
would be the southern portion of
the property. The Pleasanton Parks
and Recreation Commission has
already determined that this park
could include lighted sports fields
and tennis courts, an ice facility,
a bocce ball and lawn bowling
area along with another dog park.
And...open space.

The City of Pleasanton is a front-
runner in regards to open space.
We have 41 parks. In this city
of planned progress, we’ve man-
aged to create over 1,100 acres of
city parks and recreational space,
including a 103-acre sports park,
the 237-acre Augustin-Bernal Park
on the Pleasanton Ridge and a 425-
acre municipal golf course with
trails and open space. Combine that
with our organized efforts working
with our regional park district and
we enjoy almost 5,000 acres of
publicly accessible open space on
Pleasanton Ridge and 266 acres at
Shadow Cliffs. That’s over 6,300
acres of open space! Add in pro-
tected agricultural lands and the
residents of Pleasanton enjoy an
approximate total of 9,347 acres of
open space.

And you might wonder...is that
enough...to which the answer is
no! There are also plans for a 318-
acre park for the Bernal property, a
17-22-acre park for Staples Ranch
and another 496 acres for a natural
open space park in Oak Grove.
And last but not least, don’t forget
the 33 miles of trails in and around
our town. Yes, that’s open space!
There are many other battles to
fight for real open space; Staples
Ranch isn’t one of them.

Jerry Pentin

(member of the Pleasanton Parks

& Recreation Commission)

Oktoberfest a bust

Dear Editor,

The Oktoberfest held Oct. 7
downtown should be called the
October Jest. Loud rock music, a
few almost empty tables for arts
and crafts, two people in line for
the one food booth, two people
buying tickets for a glass of beer,
about 10 empty tables for sitting,
and did I mention very, very loud
music? Not very German.

Ed Burkart
Pleasanton

(continued on page 15)
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Guest Opinion

Oak Grove helps preserve our
southeast hills forever

by Kurt Kummer

We are lucky to live in Pleasanton.
Last week, our quality of life—
and the lives of our children and
grandchildren—became even better
when the Pleasanton City Council
acted to preserve our southeast hills
forever by approving Oak Grove
and accepting a gift of 496 acres
of open space with miles of public
hiking, biking and equestrian trails.

There are many who share the
credit for this visionary step for-
ward. About a decade ago, town
leaders created the Pleasanton
Trails Master Plan to ensure public
access to our natural areas. Oak
Grove carries out the Trails Master
Plan with miles of local trails, a
staging area and a major link in
the regional trail system that will
eventually connect our region’s
magnificent wild areas from Sunol
through Callippe Preserve towards
Shadow Cliffs and the Iron Horse
Trail. Oak Grove will become
Pleasanton’s largest park. While
on the Oak Grove trails, Pleasanton
residents will be able to walk
among the 12,000 native oak trees
and encounter beautiful views of
the Pleasanton Ridge, Mt. Diablo,
and the Altamont Hills.

Our elected officials also deserve
alot of credit. About two years ago,

they saw the possibility of creating
a wide swath of public open space
in the southeast hills. Working
together with the Kottinger Ranch
neighbors,
the land-
owner and
parks and
trails advo-
cates, the
city helped
craft  the
“compro-
mise” Oak
Grove plan.
The  city
receives
nearly 500
acres of
open space at no cost. The park is
preserved forever by conservation
easements held by an outside land
trust. The city’s southern bound-
ary is sealed and protected by a
greenbelt within city limits.
Kudos to the neighbors in
Kottinger Ranch, Vintage Hills
and Grey Eagle as well for their
willingness to share this beauti-
ful property with all Pleasanton
residents. There are always con-
cerns when the public is allowed
into wild areas adjacent to private
property. Fortunately, we have
a dedicated city staff, Trails Ad

A

Kurt Kummer

Hoc Committee and Parks and
Recreation Commission to figure
out positive steps that ensure the
dual goals of public access and
security.

Oak Grove is a win-win. At last,
our community has finality about
the future of this remarkable 562-
acre property. The landowner has
limited development to 51 lots, or
about half of what the General Plan
allows, and will gift 496 acres of
open space to the city. The neigh-
bors agreed to the limited develop-
ment in exchange for the opportu-
nity to “put a border and a preserve
at the south end of Pleasanton.”
And, the City Council set up a
model for future preservation of the
southeast hills.

The parks and trails commu-
nity stands ready to help make
this model work and carry out
the vision of saving the southeast
hills and creating a trail system
that rings Pleasanton and links our
open space areas with the incred-
ible wildlands of the Tri-Valley
area and beyond.

Kurt Kummer is a Pleasanton
resident who serves on the Parks
and Recreation Commission and
is chairman of the Trails Ad Hoc

Committee.

Talking

Points

by Gina Channell-Allen

It’s important to admit when wrong

When a newspaper makes an error, a correction or clarification is in order

To err is human...to accept
responsibility is our practice.

We are human and therefore
prone to err. Errors are normal,
most times unexpected and often
embarrassing and regrettable.

This is one of those common
denominators of humanity we wish
wasn’t so common. However, as
author Orlando A. Battista wrote,
“An error doesn’t become a mis-
take until you refuse to correct it.”

For this reason newspapers
include a box for corrections and/
or clarifications. While a correc-
tion is appropriate for identifying
factual errors and a clarification is
appropriate for restating a phrase
for better understanding, errors
in judgment do not fit well in
that space. And, believe it or not,
even with a number of good edi-
tors looking over the pages of
a newspaper, errors—factual, cir-
cumstantial and in judgment—will
make it to print.

So the way we correct errors that

don’t fit under the corrections/clari-
fications header is with something
else: An apology.

The Pleasanton Weekly recently
printed a statement that a group was
“left in the dust” in the recent “Best
of Pleasanton” contest. The writer
meant nothing derogatory by the
statement; it’s one of those phrases
commonly found in stories of a
competitive nature. However, in this
case, it wasn’t a major league game
and it wasn’t on the sports pages.
That understandably left a few indi-
viduals with hurt feelings.

Accuracy and fairness is of the
utmost importance to us. And
it is never our intention to be
callous, insensitive or cause or
increase harm. Therefore, every
story is edited by at least two
people other than the writer, first
on the computer screen and then
on the page proof. On the day the
paper goes to press, every page is
posted for everyone to look at and
read through. However, consider-

ing there are on average 700 words
per page, 44 pages and a host
of photo captions, headlines and
other tidbits, the potential for miss-
ing something is astronomical.

This, however, is not an excuse;
it is an answer to why things like
this happen. And the response,
from me personally and from our
editorial staff, is not to make light
of it, or to defend it, but to apolo-
gize for it. When we are wrong, our
response will be acknowledgement
and reparation.

We hope you will agree with
activist and author Nikki Giovanni
who said, “Mistakes are a fact of
life. It is the response to the error
that counts.”

Gina Channell-Allen, a 20-year
Journalism veteran, is president

of the Pleasanton Weekly, pub-
lisher of the Danville Weekly and the
president of the East Bay division of

Embarcadero Publishing Co. Send

questions to gallen@pleasanton-
weekly.com.

Letters

(continued from page 14)

Global warming a scare
tactic

Breathe easy, Mr. Editor and
Madame Mayor (“Mayor right in
concern over global warming,”
Editorial, Oct. 5). The 50,000 ppm
CO2 you exhale helps plants grow,
conserves water and adds no risk.

The U.S.A. takes in ~385 ppm-
CO2 in west winds and breathes
out less ~380 ppm CO2 to the
east because America’s enlarg-
ing forests, crops and grass land
use more CO2 than made by our
combustion. Not so in China and
India. So what best lessens CO2?
Nuclear power plants, as they and
we now promote.

History confirms that when
Greenland was green, at 1,000
A.D., even Venice did not flood.
Then why the hype? Tax pretext.
How else can you scare taxpayers
into paying even more than present
50 percent to government workers
who get double our pay for the
same work?

At www.oism.org/pproject find
balance for selection (of a minor-
ity of glaciers shrinking and a
minority of hotter times) from
17,000 of us scientists who have
studied randomized data. No need
for this State of Fear.

Howard Long
M.D. M.PH. (epidemiology)

Developer, council fail to
listen on Oak Grove

Dear Editor,

I am disheartened that our coun-
cil and mayor approved the Oak
Grove development. What hap-
pened to the promises made by
our council and mayor when they
ran for office stressing the need for

HOME

INSPECTION

» Home Buyer and
Seller Inspections

» Experienced and Certified

Inspectors

» Computerized Onsite

Reports with Digital Photos

» Prompt and Efficient
Scheduling

» E&O Insurance Protection

925.931.1506

Dave Behiel

high density, green housing near
the transportation corridors and no
more McMansions on our ridge-
lines?

Instead, they approved 51 homes,
6,000 to 12,000 square feet per
home, on the ridge tops. Our
General Plan specifically calls for
no homes to affect ridgeline views.

They tell us that this will pro-
vide us with more “open space”,
yet all it provides is more cross-
town traffic to get to work, school,
sports, etc., more giant energy
burning, water wasting homes. In
the same newspaper announcing
the approval of Oak Grove, there
is an editorial about our mayor’s
concern for global warming. She
sees Oak Grove as a prototype
for major environmental changes.
Mayor Hosterman, homes that are
6,000 to 12,000 square feet are not
green or environmental!

The Lin family has been trying
to develop this property for years,
even though they already built
Kottinger ranch. I've even heard it
stated that they made an investment
and have a right to further develop-
ment. I beg to differ. It’s an invest-
ment, and not all investments are
good investments. Increased devel-
opment on this property was voted
down by the citizens of Pleasanton
in 1993. It’s time for our council
and mayor to listen to the voters
who put them in office. Thank you
Cindy McGovern for opposing Oak
Grove.

Gail S. Olney
Pleasanton

Up-to-date news
about Pleasanton
every day

PLEASANTON

WE SEE MORE. CLEARLY.
e 2

925.463.0400

David Garrison
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THE CITY OF

PLEASANTON.

WEEKLY MEETING NOTICES

City Council
Tuesday, October 16, 2007
Council Chamber, 200 Old Bernal Avenue

e PUD-55, Michael Carey and Steve Maestas Consider
an application for Planned Unit Development
rezoning and development plan approval to: (1)
rezone an approximately 0.24 acre parcel from RM
15 (Multiple Family Residential) District and Core
Area Overlay District to PUD HDR (Planned Unit
Development — High Density Residential) District
and Core Area Overlay District; and (2) demolish
two existing residential units, renovate one existing
residential unit, and construct four new single family
homes for a total of five residential units at the
property located at 225 West Angela Street

e Review and discussion regarding campaign
finance issues, including options for contribution
limits, political action committees / independent
expenditure committees, voluntary expenditure
limits, and contribution reporting thresholds

e Consider establishing a Railroad Quiet Zone to
eliminate train horn noise in Pleasanton

Community Workshop: Home
Depot/Pleasanton Gateway

Shopping Center
Wednesday, October 17, 2007, at 6:30 p.m.,
200 Old Bernal Avenue, Pleasanton.

The City of Pleasanton work group formed to
respond to questions and issues regarding the
proposed Home Depot/Pleasanton Gateway
Shopping Center, proposed by Regency Centers, at
the corner of Stanley Boulevard and Bernal Avenue
is holding a second workshop to review the results of
the information gathered since the last workshop on
July 26, 2007.

Direct questions or comments related to this item, to
Jerry Iserson, Director of Planning and Community
Development, by phone at (925) 931 5600 or by e mail at
jiserson@ci.pleasanton.ca.us

Housing Commission
Thursday, October 18, 2007 @ 7:00 p.m.
Council Chamber, 200 Old Bernal Avenue

e Approval of the Annual Operating Budget for Ridge
View Commons for 2008

e Review of Master Agreement for Services with Tri-
Valley Housing Opportunity Center

GENERAL INFORMATION

Employment Opportunity

e Youth Sports Official — Basketball(Part-time,
Temporary)
$9.57 - $11.63 per hour (depending upon
experience) Open Until Filled

e The Youth and Adult Sports program seeks several
part-time Recreation Aides to work as youth sports
officials at the Harvest Park, Hart, and Pleasanton
Middle School Gymnasiums

e The Position: Under direction of the Recreation
Supervisors, Youth Sports Officials will officiate
selected basketball games in the Pleasanton Youth
Basketball (PYB) program. Basketball players are in
grades 1-12.

For more information or to apply for this position,
please contact IAN Anderson, Recreation Supervisor
at (925) 931-3447.

ALL MEETINGS ARE OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
AND PUBLIC COMMENT IS WELCOME

The above represents a sampling of upcoming meeting items.

For complete information, please visit
www.ci.pleasanton.ca.us/community/calendar
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collision with truck

A bicyclist was seriously injured when he was
struck by a pickup truck traveling eastbound on
Stoneridge Drive, according to police.

The accident, which occurred at 8:25 a.m. Oct.
4, left the 56-year-old man, who is from Livermore,
with eight broken ribs, a collapsed lung, brain
hemorrhaging, two broken teeth and multiple face
lacerations, said Sgt. Michael Collins.

Police say the bicyclist was crossing northbound
across Stoneridge Drive from Johnson Court to
Johnson Drive when he was struck by the full-
size pickup truck, estimated to be going 35 mph.

Police Bulletin

Bicyclist seriously injured after

931-5100.

The speed limit in that area is 45 mph, Collins
said. The impact sent the cyclist 100 feet. He was
treated at the scene by Livermore-Pleasanton Fire
Department personnel and transported to Eden
Medical Center in Castro Valley, where he was
listed in stable condition.

The bicyclist was wearing a helmet and his
bicycle was properly equipped, police said. The
driver of the pickup truck, also a Pleasanton resi-
dent and his male passenger, were not injured. The
truck only received moderate front-end damage.
The accident is under investigation and no fault
has been determined, Collins said. Anyone who
witnessed the incident is asked to call police at

Police Report

The Pleasanton Police Department
made the following information avail-
able. Under the law, those charged
with offenses are considered inno-
cent until convicted.

Sept. 29
eTheft:
-8:23 p.m. in the 4500 block of
Rosewood Drive
eVandalism:
-9:01 a.m. in the 7300 block of

Johnson Drive; worth less than
$400

ePublic drunkenness:

-2:53 p.m. in the 4500 block of
Pleasanton Avenue

-5:05 p.m. in the 300 block of
Saint Mary Street

-6:06 p.m. in the 5000 block of
Pleasanton Avenue
Sept. 30
eGrand theft:

-4:55 p.m. in the 5700 block of
Owens Drive

e\ehicular burglary:

-8:29 a.m. 4000 block of Graham
Street

ePublic drunkenness:

-1:46 a.m. in the 1800 block of
Santa Rita Road

-2:43 a.m. in the 5300 block of
Case Avenue

LUMBER & HARDWARE
5505 Sunol Boulevard, Pleasanton * 925 846 5040

Oct. 1
eTheft:
-7:49 a.m. in the 7300 block of
Johnson Drive; grand theft
-12:25 p.m. in the 3600 block of
Cambridge Court
-3:23 p.m. in the 4500 block of
Rosewood Drive
ePublic drunkenness:
-11:38 a.m. in the 7200 block of
South Valley Trails Drive
eTrespassing:
-11:38 a.m. in the 7200 block of
South Valley Trails Drive
| ost property:
-11:51 p.m. in the 4700 block of
Orangewood Court

Oct. 2

eTheft:

-6:55 a.m. in the 7000 block of
Johnson Drive; stolen vehicle
-11:22 a.m. in the 4300 block of
First Street

-3:21 p.m. in the 4300 block of
Rosewood Drive; stolen vehicle

-4:43 p.m. in the 1400 block of
Stoneridge Mall Road

e\/ehicular burglary:

-7:28 a.m. in the 7000 block of
Trotter Way

-8:16 a.m. in the 2400 block of
Tapestry Way

-12:47 p.m. in the 3000 block of
Bolero Court

Trusted Brands ... Since 1976
Interior Doors

Arch Top
RELTTE ] )
Bi-Fold

Pocket Doors

\\°\° Sunol Blvd Exit

1/4 Mile East
CLOSED SUNDAYS

eDrug/alcohol violations:

-1:55 a.m. in the 7000 block of
Commerce Circle; public drunk-
enness

-2:10 p.m. in the 800 block of
Main Street; paraphernalia pos-
session, controlled substance
possession

eTampering with a vehicle:

-3:36 p.m. in the 1100 block of

Santa Rita Road

Oct. 3
eStolen vehicles:

-6:45 a.m. in the 2400 block of
Tapestry Way

-1:47 a.m. in the 7500 block of
Stonedale Drive

e\/andalism:

-8:23 a.m. in the 900 block of
Main Street; worth less than
$400

e\/ehicular burglary:

-7:05 a.m. in the 1200 block of
Vintner Way

-8:56 a.m. in the 11900 block of
Dublin Canyon Road

-3:50 p.m. in the 900 block of
Crellin Road

-4:02 p.m. in the 1000 block of
Stoneridge Mall Road

-6:05 p.m. in the 3200 block of
Burgundy Court
Oct. 4
eTheft:

-7:01 p.m. in the 4200 block of
First Street

eBurglary:

-11:56 p.m. in the 6600 block of
Owens Drive

eDrug/alcohol violations:

-4:35 p.m. in the 600 block of
Happy Valley Road; under the
influence of a controlled sub-
stance

-9:29 p.m. in the 1800 block of
Santa Rita Road

eExhibiting deadly weapon:
-9:29 p.m. in the 1800 block of
Santa Rita Road
Oct. 5
eTheft:

-10:52 a.m. in the 3100 block of
Santa Rita Road; petty theft

-2:51 p.m. in the 1400 block of
Stoneridge Mall Road; grand
theft



Transitions

Obituaries

Vera Emma Carr

Vera Carr died Sept. 28 in
Pleasanton at the age of 88.

Mrs. Carr was born Sept. 7, 1919
in Middletown, Ohio and made
her home there and in Monroe,
Ohio for 81 years. She moved to
Pleasanton seven years ago to be
near her family.

Mrs. Carr furthered her educa-
tion at business and secretarial
school, working several years at
Armco Steel and 15 years with
the Middletown School District.
She played the cello for 15 years
in the Middletown Symphony
Orchestra and other ensembles.
She also mastered the piano. She
was an accomplished enameller
and porcelain painter, and enjoyed
needlepoint.

Other interests were reading,
traveling extensively in Europe,
and she was an avid Wedgewood
and antique collector.

Mrs. Carr is survived by her lov-
ing family: son Gary Edward Carr;
daughters-in-law Ann Carr and
Patti Carr. She also leaves behind
adored grandchildren Rebecca
Carr, Natalie Carr and Kristen
Carr.

She was preceded in death by her
loving parents Alma Schirmeyer
and Albert Schirmeyer; beloved
husband of 38 years, W. Gordon
Carr; and son W. Leonard Carr. A
memorial service was held Oct. 4
at Valley Community Church in
Pleasanton. Burial will follow at
North Cemetery in Monroe, Ohio.

Bonnie Witham

Bonnie Witham died Sept. 27 at
the age of 80.

A 50-year resident of Pleasanton
and Fremont, Mrs. Witham was a
longtime employee of Castlewood
Country Club. She lived her 80
years to the fullest and has now
gone to join her husband, parents
and five brothers and sisters.

She is survived by her two chil-
dren, Janet and Keith; three grand-
children, Casey, Denise and Jill;
great-grandchild Nikki and great-
great grandchild Myrna. She was
much loved and will be missed by
all of her family and friends.

Services are private, but dona-
tions to Hope Hospice in Dublin
in her memory will be gratefully
accepted.

Donald Joseph Cordes

Donald Joseph Cordes died Oct.
5 in Roseville, Calif. at the age of
71.

Mr. Cordes was born Dec. 16,
1935 in San Francisco. He was a
retired sergeant for the Alameda
County Sheriff’s Department. He
received his Bachelor of Arts in
criminal justice from the University

of San Francisco.

Mr. Cordes loved to travel, going
to Hawaii and going on trips with
his RV clubs and sandrailing with
his son Mark. He was an amazing
man and lived his life full of integ-
rity and generosity with a huge
heart that will be missed by family
and friends.

He was preceded in death by his
beloved first wife of 32 years Gale
Cordes and survived by his lov-
ing children, Tim Cordes, Cheri
Brown, Mark Cordes and Sandy
Everatt; adored grandchildren,
Jamie Valencia and Tony Hendry.
He was also preceded in death
by his second beloved wife Betty
Wiley and his brothers Charles
(Charlie) and Eddie Cordes.

Visitation and a service were
held Oct. 12 with burial following
at St. Augustine’s Cemetery in
Pleasanton.

Ernest William Bernard

Ernest William Bernard died
Sept. 30. He was 89.

Mr. Bernard was born Jan.
1, 1918 in Niles and moved to
Pleasanton as a young boy. He
graduated from Amador Valley
High School and served in the
U.S. Army during World War II
Mr. Bernard also started the first
Boys & Girls Club in Pleasanton.
He retired 25 years ago from Lone
Star.

He is survived by his wife Joni;
daughter and son-in-law Margery
and Frank Bupp of Las Vegas; son
and daughter-in-law William and
Stephanie Bernard of Las Vegas;
brother and sister-in-law Alvin
and Vicki Bernard; two grandsons
Craig and wife Peggy of Las Vegas
and William Bernard Jr. of Byron,
Calif.; four great-granddaughters
Amy, Carrie and Lauren Bupp and
Brittany Bernard; and many nieces
and nephews.

A mass was held Oct. 4 at
St. Augustine Catholic Church in
Pleasanton and burial followed in
St. Augustine’s Cemetery, also in
Pleasanton.

Wedng ]

Lisa Ann Longbrake
and Blaine Nadeau

Lisa Ann Longbrake and
Blaine Nadeau were mar-
ried Aug. 11 in The Fountain
Community Church in
Pleasanton. A reception fol-
lowed at the Dublin Senior
Center.

Lisa is the daughter of Gary
Longbrake of Pleasanton and
Denise Briggs of San Leandro.
She is a 2006 graduate of John
Muir Charter School in San
Jose.

Blaine Nadeau is the son of
Alaine and Edward Nadeau
of Dublin. He graduated from
Dublin High School in 2000.

The couple honeymooned
in Hawaii. They reside in
Pleasanton.

You've got good taste

Share your dining experiences

Go to www.PleasantonWeekly.com and post
your own rating and review of any restaurant!
And...Check out our comprehensive database on
more than 800 local restaurants, including contact

information, hours, directions and maps, professional
and amateur reviews and ratings from across the Web.

PLEASANTON

Births

The following information on
Pleasanton births was provided
by ValleyCare Medical Center.

Sept. 13
James and Virginia Garber, a girl

Sept. 19
Paul and Katie Lance, a boy

PRECISION

AUTO REPAIR

s the answer!
Precision Auto Repair can save
you money and time. We can

perform all of your factory
scheduled services and repairs
while maintaining your warranty.

(925) 462-7440

164-A Wyoming Street, Pleasanton

Are you looking for an honest
and reliable auto repair facility?

www.PrecisionAutoRepair.com
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to our Best Of Pleasanton
2007 winners!

Alberto’s Cantina Best Mexican Food
Big O Tires

Blondies Shoes

Best Tire Store / Service Center

Best Manicure / Pedicure

Blue Agave Club Best Place to Have a First Date
Best Atmosphere
Best Margarita
Best Outdoor Dining

CA Stampin’ Best Hobby / Craft Store

Callippe Preserve Best Golf Course

Cardinal Jewelers Best Jewelry Store

Clover Creek Best Home Furnishings

Best Hair Salon for Men

Best'Place to Buy a Gift
Best Place to Buy Cookware

Cosmo’s Custom Barber

Domus of Pleasanton

Downtown Yoga
East Bay BMW

Essence Medespa

Best Yoga / Pilates

Best Auto Dealership
Best Medical-Spa
Best Main Street Restaurant

Fontina

Fusion 3'Salen'Spa Best Hair Salon for \Women

Girasole-Grill Best Italian Restaurant

GourMade Cookery Best Assemble Your Own Meal Store

Hop Yard-Alehouse & Grill

Best American Food Restaurant
Best French Fries
Best Place for an After Work Drink

Best Place for Dance Lessons

Jazz N Taps

Lily Ann’s Lingerie Best Lingerie Store

Best Mediterranean / Middle Eastern
Restaurant

QOasis Grille

Passionate Athlete Best Women’s Clothing Store

Pleasanton Pool Center Best Pool Service

Precision Auto Repair
Red Smoke Grill
S&G Carpet

Best Car Repair

Best Barbecue

Best Carpet Store
Best Flooring Store

Savvy Seconds Best Consignment Store

Serenity Stoneworks Best Outdoor Furniture Store

Shear Magic Best Pet Groomer

Stacey’s Café Best Place for a Business Lunch

Best Seafood Restaurant
Best Wine Store
Best Pet Store

Strizzi’'s Restaurant
The Wine Steward
Three Dog Bakery

Towne Center Books Best Bookstore

Workbench TrueValue Hardware | Best Hardware Store

Wente Vineyards Best Winery
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Auditions

Youth Orchestra Auditions YOSAC
(Youth Orchestra of Southern Alameda
County) offers several levels of string
instruction leading to an advanced full
orchestra. String, brass, wind (except
sax) and percussion are all welcome
to audition. If available, students

must be enrolled in a school music
program. Weekly rehearsals. Call 510-
483-1163 or visit www.yosac.org.

Author Visits

Century House Reading From 2 to
4 p.m. Oct. 14 at the Century House,
2401 Santa Rita Road, the Century
House Reading will feature poets
Armand Brint, Ukiah, California’s first
Poet Laureate, and Jan Steckel, an
award-winning writer of both poetry
and prose. The cost is $5 or free to
students with an ID. Call 931-5350 or
visit www.civicartsliterary.org.

BANKHEAD

SheaHome

LIVERMORE VALLEY

PERFORMING
ARTS CENTER

$100 OFF

BOTOX

25 UNIT MINIMUM
NEW CLIENTS

700 MAIN STREET
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JAKE SHIMABUKURO
October 25 - 8:00pm

Known as the "Jimi Hendrix of the ukulele’,
Jake expands the dynamic range of the ukulele
from traditional Hawaiian music to jazz, funk,
bluegrass, flamenco and rock.

Tickets: $41, $36, $31, $28

LA BOHEME by Giacomo Puccini
Presented by Livermore Valley Opera

October 20,26 & 27 - 8:00 pm

October 21 & 28 - 2:00 pm

Celebrating their 16" season, LVO presents one
of the world’s favorite operas. A moving opera
in four acts, this dramatic love story will be sung
in Italian with English supertitles.

Tickets: $56, $46, $36, $26

THEATER

2400 First Street, Livermore

For tickets 925-373-6800

www.livermoreperformingarts.org

The Reluctant Atheist Lawrence
Bush, artist, activist and author

of Waiting for God: The Spiritual
Explorations of a Reluctant Atheist,
will speak at 10 a.m. Oct. 13 at Towne
Center Books, 555 Main St. Waiting
for God is a challenging book of
ideas for believers and non-believers
alike. Sponsored by Tri-Valley Cultural
Jews. Call 846-8826 or visit Tri-
ValleyCulturaldews.org.

Book Clubs

Great Books of Pleasanton The
Great Books of Pleasanton book club
meets at 7:30 p.m. the fourth Monday
monthly at Towne Center Books, 555
Main St. Call Sadie at 846-1658.

Civic Meetings

City Council The Pleasanton City
Council meets at 7 p.m. on the first
and third Tuesdays at City Council
Chamber, 200 Old Bernal Ave.

Trusted Brands ...

Bath Vanity Tops

\Available:

A RICHERT

LUMBER & HARDWARE
5505 Sunol Boulevard, Pleasanton « 925 846 5040

County Transportation Forum

The Alameda County Transportation
Improvement Authority (ACTIA) and its
Citizens Advisory Committee present
an East County Transportation forum
focusing on upcoming major transpor-
tation projects from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.
Oct. 18 at the Senior Center, 5353
Sunol Blvd. These projects are funded
through local tax dollars, and state,
federal and other funds.

Housing Commission The
Pleasanton Housing Commission
meets at 7 p.m. on the third Thursday
of the month at City Council Chamber,
200 Old Bernal Ave.

Human Services Commission The
Human Services Commission meets
at 7 p.m. on the first Wednesday of
the month at City Council Chamber,
200 Old Bernal Ave.

Parks & Recreation Commission
The Pleasanton Parks & Recreation
Commission meets at 7 p.m. on the
second Thursday of the month at City
Council Chamber, 200 Old Bernal Ave.

Planning Commission The Planning
Commission meets at 7 p.m. the

Since 1976

Granite
Marble
Silestone
Swanstone

A
A N
4\0\ Sunol Blvd Exit
su  1/4 Mile East
CLOSED SUNDAYS

PLEASANTON'S PREMIERE LASER SPA

1 MED SPA!

LASER HAIR REMOVAL

PLEASANTON

UNDERARM anp BIKINI

5 TREATMENTS
ONLY $599!

FREE 1 HOUR FACIAL OR MASSAGE
WITH ALL BOTOX TREATMENTS!

925.426.1008

II
EXPIRES 10-31-07

WWW.ESS ENCEM EDESF‘A COM

second and fourth Wednesday of the
month at the City Council Chamber,
200 Old Bernal Ave.

School Board The Pleasanton Unified
School District Board meets at 7 p.m.
on the second and fourth Tuesday
monthly in the district office board
room, 4665 Bernal Ave.

Youth Commission The Pleasanton
Youth Commission meets 7 p.m. on
the second Wednesday of the month
at Pleasanton Senior Center, 5353
Sunol Blvd.

Classes

Basic Yoga Class Every Monday at
6:30 p.m. Beth Fox, certified yoga
instructor, will teach a yoga basics
class in Lynnewood United Methodist
Church’s multipurpose room, 4444
Black Ave. The class is $10, open to
the public and is appropriate for all
levels of experience. Call 846-0221 or
visit www.lynnewood.org.

Clubs

Local Writers Meet for Support
and Learning The California Writers
Club Tri-Valley branch meets the at
11:30 a.m. the third Saturday of each
month at Oasis Grill, 780 Main St.,
to support experienced and aspiring
writers in learning about their craft
and sharing their work. Anyone who
is curious about the group is invited to
attend with no obligation to join. Call
Kathy Urban, 296-0447 or visit www.
trivalleywriters.com.

Amador Valley Quilters This month
we welcome quilt teacher and

author Peggy Martin, who will pres-
ent her “Quick Strip Paper Piecing”
lecture from 1:30 to 4 p.m. Oct. 13

at Pleasanton Middle School, 5001
Case Ave. Peggy will conduct her
“Millennium Star” workshop the follow-
ing day. Visit www.amadorvalleyquil-
ters.org.

Award-winning Author to Speak
The public is invited to hear award-
winning producer Jack Cashill,
author of “What'’s the Matter with
California?” address a combined
meeting of the Republican Women’s
Clubs of Contra Costa County from 6
to 8:30 p.m. Oct. 16 at Crow Canyon
Country Club, 711 Silver Lake Drive,
Danville. Tickets are $25. Call 837-
6253 or visit www.srvrwf.org.

Boutique Textile Art Create home
accessories, wearable art or soft
sculpture. Learn how to piece, appli-
que and embroider ideas into art from
10 a.m. to noon every Tuesday at

the Pleasanton Senior Center, 5353
Sunol Blvd. Class is free. Bring fabric
scraps, a yard of unbleached muslin,
sharp scissors and dressmaker pins.

California Writer’s Club Plot and
story consultant Martha Alderson,
author of Blockbuster Plots Pure &
Simple, will discuss her unique line
of plot tools for writers and strate-
gies for demystifying the structure
of storytelling at the regular meeting
Oct. 20. It will be held at 11:30 a.m.
at Oasis Girill, 780 Main St. The cost
is $20 for members or $25 for non-
members. Call Kathy, 296-0447.

Everything Poetry This poetry
work-group meets from 9 to 11 a.m.
the first Saturday of the month to
critique poetry and the third Saturday
for a workshop pertaining to an
aspect of poetry business at Towne
Center Books, 555 Main St. Bring 10
copies of a poem.

Good News Bears Be a part of pro-
viding comfort to children and adults
by giving stuffed animals. Good News
Bears meets from 6:30 to 8 p.m. at
the Livermore Police Station, 1110 S.
Livermore Ave. Join us on the third
Thursday of the month to see how
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you can provide “stuffed love” in our
community. Club dues are $30 per
year. Contact Jeanie Haigh at jhaigh@
webbearings.com or 373-7982.

NARFE The Livermore Chapter 0397
of the National Active and Retired
Federal Employees Association meets
at 12:30 p.m. the second Thursday
monthly at Emil Villa’s Restaurant at
the corner of Pacific and S. Livermore
avenues in Livermore. Call 484-0813
or 846-7167.

Opportunity for Professional
Women to Showcase Businesses
and Network At 6 p.m. Oct. 16

at the Four Points by Sheraton,

5115 Hopyard Road, the Express

to Success meeting will feature E2S
members, who will showcase their
businesses. Attendees will also prac-
tice a new networking technique.
The cost is $5 for non-members. Call
202-9077 or visit www.expresstosuc-
cess.org.

Porsche Club of America, Diablo
Region This club is for owners and
enthusiasts of all Porsches. It meets
at 8 a.m. every Saturday for breakfast
at Marie Calendar’s 1101 S. California
Blvd., Walnut Creek and at 6:30 p.m.
the third Thursday of each month

at Strizzi’'s 3456 Camino Tassajara,
Danville. Visit www.pca.org/dia.

Toastmasters Pleasanton
Community Toastmasters holds
meetings Tuesdays at 7:30 p.m.

at the Recreation Center, 4530
Sandalwood Drive. Learn the art of
public speaking in a fun-filled sup-
portive environment. Call Bobbi at
846-8654 or visit pleasantontoast-
masters.com.

Tri-Valley Holistic Moms Network
The group will be discussing
Conscious Cleaning Choices from

7 to 9 p.m. Sept. 17 at CrossWinds
Church, 6444 Sierra Court, Dublin.
Meetings are held on the third Monday
of the month at the same time & loca-
tion. Dads and children are welcome.
See www.holisticmoms.org.

STREET
FAIR

SUNDAY
OCTOBER

1.5 Miles
Along Main St.
up to 400
Dealer Booths

Y | 925.484.2199

Tri-Valley Homebrewing Club
Want to meet other brewers and
advance your brewing techniques?
Mad Zymurgists of the Tri-Valley
meets from 6:30 to 8 p.m. the sec-
ond Thursday of each month. We
welcome brewers of all levels of
expertise, and have sponsorship from
Hoptech in Dublin. See www.madzy-
murgists.org for more info and loca-
tion of the next meeting.

TwinValley Mothers of Twins
Meeting Join us for our monthly Twin
Valley Mother of Twins meeting, from
7:30 to 9 p.m. the second Tuesday of
the month at John Knox Presbyterian
Church, 7421 Amarillo Road, Dublin.
Membership is a mix of residents in
and surrounding San Ramon/Dublin/
Pleasanton. Our goal is to provide
support, information and friendship

to Mothers of Multiples. Roundtable
question and answer time is at 6:30

p.m.; dads are encouraged to attend
the roundtable. Call DeAnna at 948-
0004 or visit www.tvmotc.com.

Wilma Chan speaks to Democrats
State senate candidate Wilma Chan--
an advocate on behalf of children and
their families with priorities including
health care, senior services, early
childhood education, environmen-

tal health, and jobs and economic
development--will talk and answer
questions from 7 to 9 p.m. Oct. 15

at IBEW Hall, 6250 Village Parkway,
Dublin. Wheelchair accessible and free
snacks. Call 831-8355 or visit www.
TriValleyDems.com. .

Events

19th Annual Wine and Dine
Experience Enjoy an evening of

All Color Services
and Hair Extensions

35% OFF

$3.50

exp 10-24-07

exp 10-31-07 weekdays only

www.designsschool.edu
5572 Springdale Ave.
Pleasanton ¢ 1-800-939-9051

Heritage Estates
& The New Bankhead Theater
The Hottest Tickets in Town!

Tour Heritage Estates before Novem-
ber for a chance to win two tickets to
an event at the Livermore Valley
Performing Arts Center’s new
Bankhead Theater - 1in 3 chance to
win tickets - but everyone will walk
away with a great gift. You will also be
entered to win a fabulous trip for two
to New York to catch a Broadway show
of your choice.* Call today to schedule

your tour. Now that’s the ticket!

N7

HERITAGE
ESTATES

900 E Stanley Blvd « Livermore
(925) 373-3636

www.HeritageEstatesRetirement.com

We Have Something
for Every Retirement Lifestyle
Luxury Senior Apartments
Independent & Assisted Living

*DETAILS APPLY LIC#*015601095
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tasting fine wine, micro-brews and
culinary creations from over 50 local
establishments at 5:30 p.m. Oct 18
at ClubSport of San Ramon, 350
Bollinger Canyon Lane. Tickets are
$35 in advance, $40 at the door. Call
242-0600.

Annual ArtWalk 2007 The Annual
ArtWalk will transform Livermore into
a fine arts district, bringing over 150
artists and their works into downtown
businesses. Fine arts from photog-
raphy to paintings to sculpture will

be displayed from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Oct. 13 on First Street, with wine tast-
ing from Livermore wineries, and folk
musicians. Maps available. Call 243-
0424 or visit www.tvag.org.

Antique Faire From 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Oct. 14 downtown Pleasanton hosts
an antique faire with more than 4000
professional dealers. Visit www.pleas-
antondowntown.net.

Fall Jamboree Hoedown The
Fountain hosts a Fall Jamboree
Hoedown from 6 to 8 p.m. Oct. 28

at 4455 Stoneridge Drive. The event
includes games, prizes, entertainment,
a jump house, food, panning for gold
and a petting zoo. Western costumes
are welcome. Tickets are $5; pre-
school and under free. Call 600-8182
or visit www.fountaincc.org.

Ghost Walks in Downtown
Pleasanton “Ghost Walk” featur-

ing the legends of the Downtown
Pleasanton haunted buildings are
every half hour from 5 to 8:30 p.m.,
Oct. 12-13. Each tour is about one
and a half hours. Reservations neces-
sary. Tickets are $12 for adults and
$6 for children 5-12. Call 462-2766 or
visit museumonmain.org.

International Food Fair The
International Food Fair will be held
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Oct. 13 at The

Now in Pleasanton
(925) 225-1218
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e Self Defense
¢ L ose Weight
e Self Confidence

1 week

~

Beneiits of Kung Fu:

* Improve Health
* Respect & Discipline

FREE CLASSES

www.wuchikungfu.com

. 9684 Stoneridge Drive

’

463-2150

The Gary Family Lovin' Their
New Fall Fashions From
Foothill Optometric Group

Gift certificates available

il

Serving the Tri-Valley for 22 years

3901-B Santa Rita Road, Pleasanton
(Rose Pavilion, across the parking lot from TGl Friday’s)

\ dBVASIPI

ARK, 4100 First St. Free admission;
all proceeds to benefit World Hunger.
The event features food booths, cook-
ing demonstrations, kids jump houses
and crafts, and live entertainment. The
ARK is a collaboration of churches.
Call 413-2166 or visit www.livingvine-
fellowship.com.

Operation: S.A.M. Holiday Drives
for Military Annual Holiday Drives,
sponsored by Operation: S.A.M
“Supporting All Military,” will be held at
Pleasanton Wal-Mart, 4501 Rosewood
Drive, from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Oct. 20
and Livermore Wal-Mart, 2700 Las
Positas Road, from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Oct. 13. The drives will collect good-
ies, cards and letters for troops. Call
989-3990 or visit www.operationsam.
org.

Pleasanton History Book Launch

Party A new photo-filled book
on Pleasanton history, “Images

of America--Pleasanton,” will be
launched at 7 p.m. Oct. 19 at the

Museum On Main Street, 603 Main St.

Wine and dessert will be served and
author Mary-Jo Wainwright will be giv-
ing a brief talk. Visit museumonmain.
org.

Exhibits

The Essential Landscape An
exhibit, “The Essential Landscape:

A Tribute to Natureis Bounty and
Beauty” will be presented at the grand
opening of Deer Ridge Vineyards,
1828 Wetmore Road, Livermore. The
exhibit runs Aug. 30 to Oct. 28 with a
wine and cheese reception from 4 to
6 p.m. Sept. 29. The exhibit features
two prominent California oil painters,
Stephen Sanfilippo and Tom Taneyhill.
Call curator Shelley Barry, 683-4804.
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Start Right. Start Here.

Workbench True Value Hardware
Complete Plumbing, Electrical, Tools, Paint & Garden

WITH COUPON. APPLIES TO REGULAR
SINGLE SIDED HOUSE KEYS ONLY.

FRE
KEY!

Pleasanton
1807 N Santa Rita Rd

Phone (925) 846-0660
Corner of Valley and Santa Rita next to Sunshine Saloon

CONSTRUCTION

Designers e Planners ¢ Remodelers

e Room Additions
e Kitchen & Bath Remodeling
e Home Improvements

510-537-6262
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e
=—  Forexamples of our work go to
www.hiltconstruction.com
‘ )
Since 1978 & Lic # 371670 BBB

Fundraisers

Cook for A Cause In October,
GourMade Cookery, 7060 Koll Center
Parkway, Ste. 320, will be donating
five percent of sales of every Cook for
A Cause menu item sold. To register
for a session or place an order visit
www.gourmadecookery.com or call
846-4774.

Hart Middle School Rummage Sale
Stop by Hart Middle School from 8
a.m. to 3 p.m. Oct. 20 to see what
treasures can be found at the school’s
annual rummage sale. Hart’s families
have donated gently used items for
this fundraiser for the Parent-Faculty
Association. Proceeds benefit stu-
dents programs and supplies.

Hoofprints on the Heart Hoedown
Hoofprints on the Heart Adaptive
Riding Center hosts a hoedown at
Cedar Mountain Winery, 7000 Tesla
Road, Livermore, from 5:30 to 9 p.m.
Oct. 20. Tickets are $40 and proceeds
will go towards program expenses,
horse board and client scholarships.
Call Peggy James, 455-9460.

Hope Sees a Star Memorial
Auction ZNEart.com presents the
Hope Sees a Star Fundraising Auction,
online at www.HopeSeesaStar.com
from Oct. 1-15. The international
group of independent artists plans

to create a permanent installation in
memory of two local teenage girls,
Stevie McMoyler and Brianna Grant,
who died from fatal diseases in April
and June, respectively. Call 249-0979.

The Mother Bear Project Knit This,
Purl That owner Beth Spisak has a
goal of sending 100 teddy bears to
needy children by December. She
seeks knitters and crocheters who
want to participate by purchasing an
inexpensive pattern from The Mother
Bear Project and completing a bear
by December. The first meeting will
take place at 7 p.m. Aug. 8 at 205A
Main St. Call 249-9276 or visit www.
yourknittingplace.com.

Thomas Hart Middle School
Rummage Sale Donations Save
your gently used clothes, household
items, furniture, etc. and donate them
to this annual tradition. Bring dona-
tions to the Thomas Hart Middle
School multipurpose room from 3 to
6 p.m. Oct. 19. Tax deduction credit
given. The Rummage Sale pays for
many needed programs. Call 846-
0329.

Health

Body Fat Testing How fat or fit are
you? Find out with the highly accurate
hydrostatic body fat testing done in
the privacy of a mobile testing vehicle
from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Oct. 14 at
Cyclepath, 337-B Main St. Receive an
accurate body fat measurement, met-
abolic rate and a four page custom-
ized report. Bring a bathing suit and
towel. The cost is $49. Call 485-3218.

Body Intelligence From 4:30 to 6
p.m. Oct. 18, Dr. Richard Richman,
chiropractor, kinesiologist and holistic
health specialist, will present demon-
strations and exercises on how to use
body awareness techniques to foster
health. It will be held at World School
of Massage, 699 Peters Ave. Call 461-
2533.

East Bay Essential Tremor Did

you know that essential tremor is the
most common movement disorder
with tremors of the hands and head?
Dr. Robin Fross, movement disorder
specialist, will discuss essential tremor,
causes and treatments from 10

a.m. to noon Oct. 15 at San Ramon
Regional Hospital, 6001 Norris Canyon
Road, San Ramon. Public is welcome.
Seating is limited. Call 487-5706. Pre-
registration advised

Foot Freedom World School of
Massage will offer a free seminar

for the general public from 4:30 to

6 p.m. Oct. 25 at 699 Peters Ave.
The school presents Foot Freedom:

A Free 90-Minute Foot Health Clinic.
Attendees will learn daily self-care and
specialized foot self-massage tech-
niques. Call 461-2533.
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Why Wait?
Lose Weight NOW!
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Detox Weight Loss Center
Cleanse your body & live your most

RetroMartini  #~
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The Berry Patch | o
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On your way to wonderful.™
Penelope Sandoval
CMT CST

We all need time for ourself to let go and

really relax. It’s nice to know that there is a
new place in Pleasanton to do just that. Let
us at La Lu Euro Spa give you the change to

Get the most from your workouts!
Next 15 New Members

e Increase Energy & Bone Density
e Classes » Lose Weight & Inches

escape. We provide a beautiful space and -
professional therapy. 92_') . 2 I 6. 9826 5424 Sunol Blvd #_4'
Pleasanton (Raley’s Shopping Center)

925.846.8891 780 Main Street #206 LANIALLENPHOTOGRAPHY.COM 925-462-2228

www.ladiesworkoutexpress.com

-

Heart Rate Monitor

Tour club
for details.

L ESTIO Unwind... Relax... %a&fye.
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bﬁn KS PLEASANTON

507 We offer a unique variety of Facials
and Massage Therapy Treatments

and Natural Nail Care.
e Outdoor Furniture

o Event Facility @W g

and more! MM 6/‘@‘% (%‘e

FOUNTAINE & DECOR

® Outdoor Fountains
o Street Lamps

e Statuary

® Wrought Iron
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Join us for a “Girls Night IN!”
Get a group of friends together
and Take Over for Wine and

252 Main Street
Downtown Pleasanton Debbie Torres (Esthetician) 462-6498
925.462.9497 Rebecca Long (Massage Therapist) 998-7653
b | Wednesday ~ Sunday Vyana Wilson (Licensed Manicurist) 785-1266

X | www.SerenityStoneworks.com
87 West Neal Street, Pleasanton 925-462-6498

Fun with Friends, Fun with Family
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Public Flu Shot Clinic Sutter VNA
and Hospice nurses will be adminis-
tering flu shots to children ages 9-13
(with a doctor’s note/prescription)
and 13-18 (with parental permission),
adults and seniors from 9:30 a.m. to
noon Oct. 14 at Presbyterian Church
of Pleasanton, 4300 Mirador Drive.
Shots are $25 each. Call 800-500-
2400 or visit www.suttervna.org.

Self-Help Massage Techniques
World School of Massage and Holistic
Healing Arts, 699 Peters Ave., will
offer a free seminar from 5 to 6:30
p.m. Oct. 17. Lymph Loving! is a
workshop about the physiology and
techniques for the body’s most impor-
tant recycling system. Call 461-2533.

Stroke and Osteoporosis
Screening Stroke and osteoporosis
screening will be available start-

ing at 9 a.m. Oct. 19 at Pleasanton
Community Church, 4455 Stoneridge
Drive. For pricing and to schedule an

appointment, call 800-697-9721 or
visit www.lifelinescreening.com.

Holiday

Party Planning for the Holidays
Get a head start on the holiday sea-
son with party planning tips from
caterer and event planner Barbara
Llewellyn and noted designer and
author Ron Morgan host a holiday-
themed cooking demonstration, enter-
taining tips and an edible centerpiece
how-to, from 10 a.m. to noon Oct. 23
at the Alameda County Community
Food Bank, 7900 Edgewater Drive,
Oakland. Tickets are $20 plus a
canned food donation. Includes tour
and breakfast. Visit www.accfb.org.

Lectures/
Workshops

“Rail Wars” Lecture At 7 p.m. Oct.
18 at the Museum On Main Street, 603
Main St., train enthusiast Chris Rizzoli
will talk about the forces that brought
the two transcontinental rail lines to the
valley and the competition between
them. Tickets are $5 or $10. Call 462-
2766 or visit museumonmain.org.

Children’s Ministry Magazine Live
Workshop This practical, hands-on,
day of training will be held from 9 a.m.
to 2:30 p.m. Oct. 20 at Cornerstone
Fellowship, 348 North Canyons Pkwy.,
Livermore. Take home ideas to create
the place where kids want to be, so
they grow deep in their relationship
with Jesus. The cost is $45. Call 447-
3465 or visit www.group.com/cmml.

End-of-Life Community Training
Hope Hospice hosts the Hospice
Community Training Course, from 6:30
to 9 p.m. Mondays from Sept. 10 to
Oct. 29. This 8-week, evening course
is for those who want to learn about
end-of-life care. It is designed for
future hospice volunteers and CEU’s
are available for health professionals.
The cost is $75 general; $120 with
CEUs. Call 829-8770 or visit www.
hopehospice.com.

First Time Home Buyer Seminar

A free educational first-time home
buyer seminar will be held Oct. 15 in
San Ramon. Free buyer checklists,
mortgage tips and refreshments are
provided. Learn about the benefits of
home ownership and qualification. Call
586-0429 or visit www.idreamrealty.
com.

Hammett, Hellman and the HUAC

Michael Shepler discusses Dashiell
Hammett’s transition from Pinkerton

Dr. Larry Lytle leads you on a

Life-Changing Journey Through the Future of Medicine
in his Healing Light Seminar coming October 20th to Pleasanton.

ARE YOU SUFFERING WITH PAIN OR DISEASE?

Do you have any concerns about aging, arthritis, diabetes, high cholesterol, vision problems, Alzheimers,
back pain, heart disease, high blood pressure, prostate problems, osteoporosis, cancer, fatigue, or any other
type of disease? If so, you cannot afford to miss the Healing Light Seminar. Dr. Lytle, the world’s foremost
expert on Low Level Laser Therapy will be presenting his widely acclaimed:

HEALING LIGHT SEMINAR

Low Level Laser Therapy: Tomorrow's Health Care Today!

SATURDAY OCTOBER 20TH AT 9 AM

Pleasanton’s Four Points Sheraton Hotel on Hopyard Rd.

A seminar like this can mark the beginning of an entirely new life...pain free
and full of energy, compared to a low energy life of sickness and disease.

MY PERSONAL EXPERIENCE WITH LOW LEVEL LASER THERAPY

No More Pain or Fatigue and an Abundance of Energy

I began using the laser in February of 2007. I had severe Rheumatoid Arthritis with my Rheumatoid Factor being 20 to 30
times normal. I was not able to walk or climb steps in a normal way, I had severe chronic pain in both of my knees and ankles
and I had massive fatigue that required me to lie down from about 3pm until 7am each day in order to recover for the next day.
Within the first 2 weeks of using the laser, what appeared to me to be a miracle happened. All my pain and fatigue disappeared.
Since that time I have been pain and fatigue free and living with an abundance of energy. I am almost 70 years old.

Diabetes Scores now in range of 85 to 120 Using Only the Laser

Also in February I had diabetes test blood scores of 250 to 260 each morning. I started lasering my pancreas and my scores have
gone down to a range of 85 to 120. I now use only the laser to control my blood sugar levels. Since I have started using the laser
I have experienced several other healings.

TO REGISTER OR FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
Call Ben Gieringer of Special Connections who is Sponsoring the Seminar at 925-872-3913

REGISTRATION FEE IS $54.50 and includes a copy of
Dr. Lytle’s book - Healing Light - the Energy Medicine of the Future
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detective to mystery writer/novelist to
Hollywood scriptwriter at 2 p.m. Oct.
13 at the Pleasanton Public Library,
400 Old Bernal Ave. Call 931-3405.

Nutrition and Cancer Treatment
Learn what to eat (even when you
don't feel like it) and ways to effec-
tively hydrate at this free workshop,
at 6:30 p.m. Oct. 18 at the Wellness
Community, 3276 McNutt Ave.,
Walnut Creek. Find out how to estab-
lish nutritional goals during and after
cancer treatment, and how foods play
a role in maintaining and regaining
health. Call 933-0107 or visit www.
twc-bayarea.org.

Preparing and Presenting the
Business Plan Techventures
presents a free workshop on busi-
ness plans from 8:30 a.m. to 12:30
p.m. Oct. 17 at the Carr America
Conference Center, 4400 Rosewood
Drive. Preparing and Presenting the
Business Plan takes the entrepreneur
step through the process of develop-
ing and writing a business plan. Call
960-1600 or visit www.techventures.
org.

Retire with Confidence Dinner
Seminar Sterlent Credit Union
invites you to attend a free “Retire
with Confidence” dinner seminar at 7
p.m. Oct. 16 at 5121 Hopyard Road.
Topics to be covered: Helpful strate-
gies for tax diversification for your
retirement, learn how to protect the
longevity of your retirement and more.
Call 242-3059.

So You Googled an Employee,
Now what? From 9 a.m. to noon
Oct. 23 at the Radisson Hotel, 6680
Regional St., Dublin, learn the rules of
the Internet: What employers can and
cannot do about employees’ use of
the Internet to talk about themselves
and their jobs. Tickets are $105 for
NCHRA members or $145 for non-
members. Call 415-291-1992 or visit
www.nchra.org.

Top Productivity Secrets for

You and Your Office Las Positas
Community College, 3303 Collier
Canyon Road, Livermore, presents
productivity tips to save an hour a
day-- guaranteed from 9:30 a.m. to
12:30 p.m. Nov. 3. Class and text are
$69. Call 424-1467.

Live Music

Chris Bradley’s Jazz Band Chris
Bradley’s Jazz Band plays live at the
Pleasanton Hotel, 855 Main St., every
second and fourth Tuesday at 7:30
p.m. No cover charge.

Music Event at Artwalk 2007 An
full day of live acoustic music will be
part of Livermore’s ArtWalk 2007 from
11 a.m. to 7 p.m. Oct. 13 at the flag-
pole, First and N. Livermore streets,
Livermore. Visit www.tvag.org.

Miscellaneous

Free The Cat Campaign For a lim-
ited time, Tri-Valley Animal Rescue will
offer no-fee adoptions of all adult cats.
Strict adoption criteria will still apply.
Adoptions are held at Pleasanton
Farmers Market (9:30 to 1 p.m.
Saturdays), Dublin Pet Food Express
(2 to 5 p.m. Saturdays and Sundays)
and Dublin PetSmart (weekdays dur-
ing regular business hours and noon
to 4 p.m. Saturdays and Sundays).
Call 803-7043 or visit www.tvar.org.

Kittens Seek Foster Homes The
East Bay SPCA's Foster Care Program
seeks foster homes for the upcoming
kitten season. For more information,
contact the East Bay SPCA at (510)
563-4632 or visit www.eastbayspca.
org/foster.

On Stage

Bohemians in Livermore Livermore
Valley Opera presents La Boheme

by Giacomo Puccini, his opera about
two young bohemians in love, at
Bankhead Theater, 2400 First St.,
Livermore. Show times: 8 p.m. on
October 20, 21, 26, 27, and 28.
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Sunday matinées: 2 p.m. Enjoy dinner
and a live stage production in down-
town Livermore. Tickets are $30-55.
Call 373-6800 or visit www.livermor-
evalleyopera.com.

Role Players production Ruthless
the Musical Ruthless! The musical by
Joel Paley and Marvin Laird, directed
by John Maio, musical direction by
Joe Simiele, parodies The Bad Seed,
Gypsy and others Thursday-Sunday
Oct. 12-Nov. 3. Tickets are available at
www.villagetheatreshows.com; Danville
Community Center 420 Front St.,
Danville; and 314-3400.

Seniors

Computer Tutoring One-on-one
computer tutoring is available every day
at the Pleasanton Senior Center. The
tutor works with you on topics where
you need help. No formal program

to follow, just help where you need it.
Internet, Office applications, picture
editing, etc. Call 931-5365 to set up

an appointment. The cost is $1.50 for
residents and $2 for non-residents.

Dublin Senior Center Extends
Hours Live at the Senior Center! Itis
Wednesday Night! Do you yoga? Have
a question about computers? Enjoy
playing games? Sign the interest list
and we will try to organize new activi-
ties on Wednesday nights at the Dublin
Senior Center, 7600 Amador Valley

Good Vision Makes for
Good Learning

Don't overlook a possible
vision problem that can affect
school performance.

€.

Amador Valley
Optometric

Complete eyecare for men,
women, teens, & children

¢ Trend Styled Eyewear
* No-Line Progressive Lenses
e Computer eyewear

e Complete contact lens care,
including Orthokeratology
(nearsightedness reduction)

e Laser Vision Care

® Dry Eye Treatment and
Management

VSP Provider

Most Vision Plans Accepted

Medicare Assignment
Accepted

Dr. Barry C. Winston

Faculty, UC Berkeley
School of Optometry

Board Certified
in the Treatment
of Ocular Disease

Go Bears!
@

Black Avenue
Professional Offices
4450-C Black Avenue,

Pleasanton
925.462.2600

off Santa Rita Road behind
Lynne Wood Methodist Church

Blvd. Starting Sept. 12, the Senior
Center will extend its Wednesday hours
to 8 p.m. Call 556-4511.

Ghost Walk and Dinner Meet at

the Pleasanton Senior Center for a
lasagna dinner Oct. 12. We will take
Paratransit downtown and be led on a
guided Ghost Walk Tour of Downtown
Pleasanton. Paratransit will then give
us a ride back to the Senior Center.
Tickets are $25 for residents or $28 for
non-residents. Call 931-5365.

Guijarati Dinner Tri Valley Guijarati
Seniors holds monthly meetings with
varied themes. Interested Guijarati
Seniors are welcome to attend as
guests. For additional information, call
846-3521. 6:30-9:30 p.m. None

PC Users Group The PC User Group
meets monthly at 10 a.m. on the
fourth Thursday of the month at the
Pleasanton Senior Center, 5353 Sunol
Blvd. You don’t need to be an expert

to attend, we have all skills levels in
our meetings. The usual Senior Center
charges apply. The cost is $1.50 or
$2.00.

Transitions Support Group Are
you or someone you know: 60 or
older and living in Pleasanton, Dublin,
Livermore or Sunol? Looking for a
warm and supportive environment

to connect with others? In need of

a place to share, support and remi-
nisce? Join the Transitions Support
Group meeting 2:30 to 4 p.m. every
Wednesday at the Pleasanton Senior
Center, 5353 Sunol Blvd. Call 931-
5379 for info.

Spiritual

Care for the World St. Clare’s
Episcopal Church Chancel Choir pres-
ents this inspirational festival service

“Full Service € $avings!?

ssistP4 Sell

BUYERS & SELLERS REALTY

WE will sell your home
for as

| s 5 7 5'
ow as 9 9 oW

(925)600-SAVE
TriValleyFlatFee.com

™ Fees vary for homes over $600k. Call for details. Each Office Independently Owned and Operated. © 2006, Assist-2-Sell, Inc. =™ LS,

Ladies, You’re Invited to
Celebration of WomenDay!

w.butterﬂylifefitnessclub.com
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Bring this ad with you
and receive a free raffle ticket
Grand Prize
$250 Gift Card
Major Department Store
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The Ultimate Women'’s Fitness Club

fts & Prizes
Raffles

ood & Refreshme
ee Coffee Drinks

Boutique Sale
Special Day for Kids

When: Wednesday October 17th San Ramon
When: Monday October 22nd Pleasanton
Time: All Day

2410 San Ramon Valley Blvd 3170 Santa Rita Rd

X
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2 Amazing Classes
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Pleasanton, CA

925-426-0105

San Ramon, CA

925-855-3855
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focusing on the environment and our
responsibility as stewards of God’s
creation at 5:15 p.m. Oct. 14 at 3350
Hopyard Road. Published by the
Royal School of Church Music. Call
462-4802.

Peace Meditation A one-hour silent
meditation on peace will takes place
on the second Saturday of the month

at Downtown Yoga, 220B Division St.

No talking--just sitting. No political
affiliation or religious denomination.
Free to all. Call 819-9983.

Tri-Valley Unity Church Tri-Valley
Unity Church meets at the Radisson
Hotel, 6680 Regional St., Dublin.
Sunday service and children’s school
at 10 a.m. Ongoing classes and

groups. All are welcome. Rev. Mary
Anne Harris, minister. Call 829-2733
or visit www.trivalleyunity.com.

Worship Service The Fountain
Community Church, 4455 Stoneridge
Drive, holds a worship service at
10:30 a.m. every Sunday. It's a place
to connect with God and people.
Upbeat contemporary worship and

1 Clilent 1 Trainar 1 Goal

@ One-on-One personal training

5@5510n5

@ Designed for all fitness levels

and ages

@ Scheduled workout times keep

you accountable

@ Fitness assessments measure

VOUr progress

FREE Fitness Evaluation
One FREE Session ol

One FREE Faizia

wventina Med Spa

SHHESS I O ET S UL ]
AR TR DT

and privacy

101 E. Vinayard Ave. Suite 111
Livermore, CA 94551
{Mear Campao di Bocca)
(225) 461-6379

@ Fitness and sports
specific conditioning

Pleasanton’s online
www.PleasantonWeekly.co

* Daily News Updates
¢ Interactive Community

Calendar
* Local Blogs
¢ Viewer Polls

“Our clients look good in public
because they train in private!”

@ Private, fully-equipped training
suites for comfort

neighbhorhood
m TownSquare

* Restaurant Reviews
e L ocal Weather

* Movie Showtimes

e Links to other
useful sites
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challenging messages. Call 600-8182
or visit www.fountaincc.org.

Sports

Lake Chabot Mountain Ride Join
cyclists of all levels for this friendly,
no-drop mountain ride at 6 p.m.
every Tuesday in October. Meet the
Cyclepath group at the Ranger sta-
tion. Most rides last approximately
two hours. Riders should be in good
fitness; have a well-adjusted, safe
mountain bike (with a light); and gen-
eral knowledge of bike handling skills.
Call 485-3218.

Sunday Morning Group Ride Join
cyclists of all levels for this friendly,
no-drop ride. Routes vary weekly
(25-55 miles)and last approximately
two hours. We meet at 8:30 a.m.

at Cyclepath, 337-B Main St., to
determine our route and fill tires for a
9:00 a.m. departure. Riders warm up
together and split into smaller groups
based on skill level. Call 485-3218.

Support Groups

Cancer Support Group A free sup-
port group for people with cancer
and their loved ones. Facilitated by
The Wellness Community. The group
meets from 2 to 4 p.m. every Tuesday
at the Valley Care Health Library, 5725
W. Las Positas Blvd. Call 933-0107 or
visit www.twc-bayarea.org.

ClutterLess Self Help Group s clutter
stressing you out? We are a Self Help
support group for those with difficulty
disposing of stuff. Cluttering is a psy-
chological issue, not just an organizing
issue. The group meets Mondays from 7
to 8:30 p.m. at Pleasanton Presbyterian
Church Rm. 7, 4300 Mirador Drive. Call
846-5060 or visit www.clutterless.org.
The group is free and $2 to $5 donation
appreciated.

Volunteering

Blankets for Kids Blankets For
Kids, founded by Pleasanton resident
Jo Molz, makes and distributes soft
fleece blankets to at-risk, abused
and neglected children in the Tri-
Valley, Alameda County and even Los
Angeles. The easy-to-make blankets
are constructed of a soft fleece mate-
rial with pleasant designs. Volunteers
have made more than 10,000 blan-
kets for distribution since the orga-
nization began. Those interested in
volunteering, or donating money or
fleece to the nonprofit organization
call Jo, 846-6155.

Tri-Valley Animal Rescue Do you
love animals? Become a volunteer or
a Foster with Tri-Valley Animal Rescue.
Orientations are held at East County
Animal Shelter (ECAS) from 1 to 2:30
p.m. the second Saturday and fourth
Sunday of each month. Registration is
not required to attend the orientation.
Call 803-7043 or visit www.tvar.org.

TV30

In a Word Join hosts Jim Ott and
Kathy Cordova during the month

of October with Lisa See, author of
Peony in Love. Bookclub discussion
of The Maltese Falcon with guests
and authors Hailey Lind and Mark
Coggins. On Channel 30 every day
at 6:30 a.m. and 9:30 p.m., and 3
p.m. weekdays. Sponsored by Towne
Center Books.

Let’s Talk Sports TV30’s George
“Dr. B” Baljevich Special: Boxing
from King’s Gym with Andre Ward,
Olympic Gold Medalist and unde-
feated as a professional will air on
Channel 30 weekdays at 11:30 a.m.,
2 and 6 p.m., and Fri. and Sat. at 4
p.m.

An online forum to

Discuss Community Issues

Ask other readers for advice

Report a sports score

Review a movie or restaurant




