
HIGH AND LOW: MODERN ART AND POPULAR CULTURE 
OPENS OCTOBER 7 AT THE MUSEUM OF MODERN ART 

HIGH AND LOW: MODERN ART AND POPULAR CULTURE, a major exhibition 

addressing the relationship between the individual artistic imagination and 

the world of popular and commercial culture in the modern era, opens at The 

Museum of Modern Art on October 7, 1990, and continues through January 15, 

1991. The exhibition was organized by Kirk Varnedoe, director of the 

Department of Painting and Sculpture, The Museum of Modern Art, and Adam 

Gopnik, staff writer and art critic, The New Yorker, and is sponsored by AT&T. 

An indemnity for the exhibition has been received from the Federal Council on 

the Arts and the Humanities. 

HIGH AND LOW: MODERN ART AND POPULAR CULTURE begins in Paris prior to 

World War I and continues to New York today, recounting a dialogue central to 

the modern visual experience. The exhibition concentrates on painting and 

sculpture and is divided into four categories: graffiti, caricature, comics, 

and the broad domain of advertising, including newspaper ads, billboards, 

catalogues, and sales displays. 

In conjunction with the exhibition is SIX EVENINGS OF PERFORMANCE: LAURIE 

ANDERSON, ERIC BOGOSIAN, BONGWATER (WITH ANN MAGNUSON & KRAMER), DAVID CALE, 

BRIAN ENO (A LECTURE), SPALDING GRAY. Organized by RoseLee Goldberg, author 

of Performance Art: From Futurism to the Present (1988), the performance 

series features artists whose work in the media of performance explores the 

relationship between art and popular culture. 

The Museum of Modern Art, New York 
October 7,1990-January 15,1991 

The Art Institute of Chicago 
February 23-May 12, 1991 

The Museum of Ccmtemporary Art, Los Angeles 
June 23-September 15, 1991 
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Richard E. Oldenburg, director of The Museum of Modern Art, stated, "Once 

again, we take great pleasure in saluting AT&T for its extremely generous 

support of our programs. In 1984, AT&T sponsored AN INTERNATIONAL SURVEY OF 

RECENT PAINTING AND SCULPTURE and, in 1989, AMERICAN MOVIEMAKERS, a major film 

retrospective and restoration program. It now makes it possible for us to 

present to the public not only the HIGH AND LOW exhibition and publications, 

but also the performance series." 

Robert E. Allen, chairman and chief executive officer of AT&T, said, 

"AT&T is pleased to join once again with The Museum of Modern Art. HIGH AND 

LOW: MODERN ART AND POPULAR CULTURE is the highlight of our fifty-year 

celebration of AT&T's association with the arts. This long-awaited and 

thought-provoking exhibition is certain to be a source of major interest and 

discussion for years to come." 

In HIGH AND LOW, over 250 works of painting and sculpture by 

approximately fifty artists are shown in relation to examples of newspapers, 

advertisements, sales catalogues, and comics. Installed on both floors of the 

Museum's temporary exhibition galleries, the exhibition demonstrates the 

varieties of appropriation on the one hand and transformation on the other, 

through which "high" art has borrowed from "low," and vice versa, throughout 

the twentieth century. 

According to Kirk Varnedoe and Adam Gopnik, "The story of the interplay 

between modern art and popular culture is one of the most important aspects of 

the history of art in our epoch. It was central to what made modern art 

modern at the start of this century, and it has continued to be crucial to the 

work of many younger artists in the last decade." 


