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SIX NATIONS 2014 

COMMENTARY 
 

IRELAND WIN TITLE ON POINTS DIFFERENCE 

There was no Grand Slam in 2014. Ireland and England finished the Championship on the same 

number of points but Ireland won the tournament, having achieved a more favourable points 

difference. England did, however, win the Triple Crown with wins against Wales, Ireland and 

Scotland. The overall outcome was determined in the last round when Ireland were required to 

beat France, and if they did, then England needed to beat Italy with a points difference in excess of 

50. As Ireland achieved their objective and England missed their points target by 11 points, Ireland 

became the Six Nations 2014 champions. 

 

 

 

This was a big turnaround for Ireland who won only ƻƴŜ ƳŀǘŎƘ ƛƴ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ Six Nations, beating 

Wales, the eventual champions, before losing to England, Scotland and Italy and drawing with 

France. Having lost only one match in the previous two Six Nations, Wales lost their two away 

matches to England and Ireland in 2014. France had an outside chance of winning the title on the 

last weekend but eventually finished fourth behind Wales. Scotland won only one match with the 

wooden spoon going to Italy, who lost all five matches.  

TRY SCORING 

There were 37 tries scored in the 2013 Six 

Nations, giving an average of 2.5 per match. 

This was not only the lowest average in Six 

Nations history, but the lowest in the 18 years 

since the Game went professional in 1995. It 

was the continuation of a steady decline in try 

scoring since 2000. This changed in 2014. 

 

 

 Team P W D L F A PD PTS 

 

Ireland 5 4 0 1 132 49 + 83 8 

 

England 5 4 0 1 138 65 + 73 8 
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The following table shows that in the 2014 Six Nations there were 61 tries scored, producing an 

average of 4.1 tries per match, a level last reached in 2007. 

 

After the first four rounds, 41 tries had been scored with an average 3.4 tries per match. The overall 

increase in tries was heavily influenced by the last round matches when England had to win and 

score eight or more tries if they were to deny Ireland the title should they beat France. On the same 

day, Wales found themselves facing a Scottish team that had been reduced to 14 players after 22 

minutes. In the end, 15 tries were scored in the two matches.    

 

 

 

 

 

A breakdown of the five rounds showed that, after the first four rounds, five of the six teams had 

averaged fewer than two tries per match, the exception being Ireland. England doubled their total 

try count in their last match, while Wales more than doubled theirs.  
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2000 2002 2004 2006 2008 2010 2012 2014

Team 
TOTAL 
TRIES 

AVERAGE TRIES 
PER MATCH 

Round 1 12 4.0 

Round 2 8 2.7 

Round 3 8 2.7 

Round 4 13 4.3 

Round 5 20 6.7 

Total 61 2.5 

 
 

TRIES SCORED IN ROUNDS 
1 ς 5  

 
Ireland 3,2,1,7,3 = 16 

 
England 2,2,1,2,7 = 14 

 
Wales 2,0,2,0,7 = 11 

 
France 3,3,0,1,2 = 9 

 
Italy 2,1,2,1,1 = 7 

 
Scotland 0,0,2,2,0 = 4 
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A feature of the 2014 Six Nations was defence. Ireland conceded just two tries in their first four 

matches, while England conceded only two in their last four. This contrasts with Scotland and Italy 

who, in total, conceded four times as many tries as Ireland and England.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

PENALTY GOALS 

Last year in the Six Nations: 

ω Penalty goals averaged 6.3 per match which was the highest since the Five Nations 

Championship restarted after the Second World War in 1947.  

ω Penalty goals outnumbered tries by two and a half times to one ς a ratio exceeded just once 

in the 66 years since 1947.  

 
It was a different story in 2014. Penalty goals reduced to 4.3 per match while the ratio of tries to 

penalty goals reached almost one to one, thanks to the 20 tries scored on the last day. 

The tournament proved once again that tries still remain the most significant element in winning 

matches. While penalty goals can have a major impact in parts of a match, matches are most often 

won by the team scoring the most tries. In 2014, almost 75% were won by the team scoring the 

most tries, in three matches the try count was the same, and in only one match did the team 

scoring the fewest number of tries win (Scotland v France). 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

TRIES CONCEDED IN ROUNDS 
1 ς 5  

 
Ireland 0,0,1,1,2  = 4 

 
England 3,0,1,0,1 = 5 

 
Wales 2,2,0,2,0 = 6 

 
France 2,1,2,2,3  = 10 

 
Scotland 3,2,2,1,7 = 15 

 
Italy 2,3,2,7,7 = 21 
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SCRUMS 

!ƴ ŀƴŀƭȅǎƛǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ Six Nations scrums shows that 
 

¶ There was no reduction in the rate of collapse compared to 2013. 

¶ There was a small reduction in the rate of scrum resets. 

¶ There was a 20% reduction in the rate of scrum penalties and free kicks. 

¶ The time taken for the completion of a scrum remained close to 60 seconds. 

¶ There were three free kicks for crooked feeds in the 15 matches, compared to none in 

2013.   
 

A three-year comparison of the relevant data shows the following. 

 
The headline figures suggest a small improvement over last year but little, if no improvement, over 
the last three years. An additional breakdown of the data, however, may suggest more subtle 
differences.  
 
In 2013, 33% of scrum sanctions were free kicks, whereas in 2014 this percentage had reduced to 
18%. This was the result of free kicks for early engagements declining from 32 to two as a result of 
more controlled engagements devaluing the importance of the hit. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
RATE OF 

COLLAPSES PER 
100 SCRUMS 

RATE OF  
RESETS PER  
100 SCRUMS 

RATE OF  
PK/FKs PER  

100 SCRUMS 

RATE OF  
BALL OUT PER  
100 SCRUMS 

Six Nations 2014 59 25 41 59 

Six Nations 2013 59 30 51 49 

Six Nations 2012 49 33 39 61 

Rate of collapse 2014 2013 Rate of PK/FK 2014 2013 

 
Wales 77 76  

Wales 64 63 

 
France 73 66  

France 48 51 

 
Scotland 60 55  

Italy 40 43 

 
Ireland 55 60  

Scotland 37 51 

 
England 48 46  

England 37 52 

 
Italy 46 48  

Ireland 23 49 
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In examining scrums, research over several years has shown that not all teams produce similar 
scrum profiles ς when certain teams play there happen to be many more collapses, resets and 
sanctions ǘƘŀƴ ƛƴ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǘŜŀƳǎΩ ƳŀǘŎƘŜǎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘ ƛƴ ōƻǘƘ нлмо ŀƴŘ нлмп, where Wales 
headed the tables in both collapses and sanctions. The tables below show that this year, for 
example, when Wales played there were 67% more collapses than when Italy played and almost 
ǘƘǊŜŜ ǘƛƳŜǎ ƳƻǊŜ ǎŎǊǳƳ ǇŜƴŀƭǘƛŜǎ ŀǎ LǊŜƭŀƴŘΩǎ ƳŀǘŎƘŜǎΦ 
 
In 2014, such figures were not distorted by certain exceptional matches. The high rate of collapse 
ŀƴŘ ǎŀƴŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŎŎǳǊǊŜŘ ƛƴ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ²ŀƭŜǎΩ ŦƛǾŜ ƳŀǘŎƘŜǎΦ ²ƘŜn matches involving Wales were 
excluded, the overall figures were much more positive. In the 10 matches not involving Wales 
there were 32% fewer collapses and half the number of penalties and free kicks. 
 
Iƴ LǊŜƭŀƴŘΩǎ ƳŀǘŎƘŜǎΣ ǎŎǊǳƳǎ ƘŀŘ ƳƻǊŜ ǇƻǎƛǘƛǾŜ ƻǳǘŎƻƳŜǎΦ Ln rounds two and four, for example, 
ǘƘŜ ōŀƭƭ ŎŀƳŜ ōŀŎƪ ƛƴǘƻ Ǉƭŀȅ нн ǘƛƳŜǎ ƛƴ нп ǎŎǊǳƳǎΦ Lƴ ²ŀƭŜǎΩ ƳŀǘŎƘŜǎ ƛƴ ǊƻǳƴŘ ǘǿƻ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǳǊΣ ƛǘ 
came back seven times in 21 scrums. 
 
Welsh matches also contained a disproportionate percentage of pre-feed collapses. When Wales 
matches were excluded, the ratio of pre-feed to post-feed collapses was 29 to 71. When included, 
the ratio moved to 43 to 57 indicating scrum engagement issues in Wales matches. In total there 
were 49 pre-feed collapses, 28 of them in Wales matches. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
PRE FEED 

COLLAPSES 
POST FEED 
COLLAPSES 

Six Nations 2013 56 or 45% 68 or 55% 

Six Nations 2014 49 or 43% 66 or 57% 

Six Nations 2014 
Without Wales matches 

21 or 29% 52 or 71% 
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SOURCE OF TRIES 

As mentioned above, problems relating to scrums continue to have an effect on the shape of the 

Game. With fewer scrums taking place and more penalties and free kicks being awarded, 

possession from the scrum has now become less significant. Over the last two years, for example, 

Wales had possession from the scrum on only 22 occasions in their 10 matches. The following table 

ǎƘƻǿǎ ǘƘŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƛƳŜǎ ǘƘŜ ōŀƭƭ ŎŀƳŜ ƻǳǘ ƛƴ ŜŀŎƘ ǘŜŀƳΩǎ ƳŀǘŎƘŜǎ ƛƴ the 2014 Six Nations and 

the number of times each team obtained scrum possession on its own ball. Lƴ ²ŀƭŜǎΩ ŎŀǎŜ ǘƘŜ ōŀƭƭ 

came back into play just nine times in five matches, or an average of 1.8 times per match.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

With such little scrum possession, it is not surprising that, as a possession source of tries, scrums 

are becoming less significant. Of the 61 tries scored in the 2014 Six Nations, scrum possession 

accounted for just 10 while lineouts accounted for 28. The following table shows the source of all 

tries scored. 

 

 

 

 

 

This paucity of tries from scrum possession is not confined to the Six Nations. In The Rugby 

Championship last year 66 tries were scored, of which just five came from scrum possession. 

 

 

 
 

BALL OUT PER 
MATCH 

OWN BALL PER 
MATCH 

 
Wales 3.8 times 1.8 times 

 
France 6.6 2.4 

 
Scotland 8.0 4.4 

 
England 8.4 3.6 

 
Italy 8.4 4.6 

 
Ireland 10.0 5.9 

POSSESSION SOURCE No. OF TRIES 

LINEOUT 28 

TURNOVER/ERROR 12 

SCRUM 10 

PENALTY/FKICK 5 

OPPONENTS KICK 4 

RESTART 2 

 61 
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TMO (TELEVISION MATCH OFFICIAL) 

The 2014 Six Nations used the extended TMO protocol for the first time. This protocol extends the 

jurisdiction of the TMO. 

¶ At the request of the referee, the TMO can check incidents within the last two phases prior 

to a try being scored. 

¶ At the request of the referee, possible acts of foul play can be adjudicated upon. 

¶ Within the protocol, the referee has the power to make the referred decision using the 

stadium big screen. 

 

Last year, there were seven TMO try referrals whereas this year there were 25. The following table 

shows the total, the average number per match and average time taken. 

 

The following table shows the reasons for the try referrals to the TMO and how often tries were 

awarded. The most common referral was grounding and 47% of try referrals were awarded. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
TOTAL 

AVERAGE 
NUMBER PER 

MATCH 

AVERAGE TIME 
TAKEN 

 2014 2013 2014 2013 2014 2013 

TRY TMO 17 7 1.1 0.5 87 secs - 

FOUL PLAY TMO 8 - 0.5 - 62 secs - 

TOTAL TMO REFERRALS 25 7 1.6 0.5 79 secs 87 secs 

 TOTAL TRY NO TRY 

GROUNDING 5 2 3 

TOUCH 4 1 3 

FORWARD PASS 3 2 1 

KNOCK ON  1 - 1 

OBSTRUCTION 2 2 - 

OFFSIDE 2 1 1 

TOTAL 17 8 9 
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The following table shows the reasons for foul play referrals and the actions taken by the referee. 

The most common referral was charging, with no action taken on four occasions and one referral 

contained two red cards (France v Italy). The red card issued in the Wales v Scotland match was not 

referred to the TMO but the decision was made using the stadium big screen. 

 

The following table shows how often the referee made the referral decision after looking at the 

match screen and how often the TMO made the referral decision. The referee made 41% of try 

decisions and all foul play decisions. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 TOTAL NO ACTION PENALTY YELLOW CARD RED CARD 

CHARGING 3 1 2 - - 

STRIKING 2 1 - - 2 

OBSTRUCTION 1 1 - - - 

UNSPORTSMANLIKE 2 1 1 - - 

TOTAL 8 4 3 - 2 

 
TRY DECISION 

FOUL PLAY 
DECISION 

REFEREE 7 8 

TMO 10 - 
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SIX NATIONS 2014  
MATCH FACTS 

 
¶ Ireland won four out of five matches, scoring 16 tries, an average of just over three tries per 

match.  

¶ Italy failed to win a match, scoring a total of seven tries and conceding 21. 

¶ No match had fewer than two tries and on two occasions eight tries were scored. 

¶ 73% of matches were won by the team scoring the most tries. Only one match was won by 

the team scoring fewer tries (Scotland v France). 

¶ 61 tries were scored and 65 penalty goals were kicked.  

¶ There were six matches with a margin of 10 points or less, the highest margin being 48 

points (Wales v Scotland). 

¶ 80% of tries were scored by backs and 20% by forwards. 

¶ 46% of tries originated from lineout possession and 16% from scrum possession. 

¶ ол҈ ƻŦ ǘǊƛŜǎ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ƛƴǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƻǊƛƴƎ ǘŜŀƳΩǎ ƻǿƴ ƘŀƭŦ. 

¶ 69% of tries were preceded by three or fewer phases and 43% of tries by three or fewer 

passes. 

¶ Average ball in play time was 36m 57s or 46%.  

¶ The most passes in a match was 359 (Ireland v Italy) and the least was 209 (Scotland v 

France). 

¶ Ireland made 260 passes in the match against Italy, a number that exceeded those made by 

both teams in four of the 15 matches.  

¶ The most ruck/mauls in a match was 220 (Ireland v Italy) and the least was 145 (Wales v 

France). 

¶ France were involved in three of the four matches which contained the fewest ruck/mauls. 

¶ The most kicks in a match was 68 (France v England) and the least was 29 (Italy v England). 

¶ Italy were involved in all four matches which contained the fewest kicks. 

¶ There were seven scrum tightheads and three free kicks for crooked feed.  

¶ 47% of penaltiesfree kicks were at tackle/ruck, with 60% in favour of the team in possession. 

¶ 25% of penalty kicks/free kicks were at the scrum, with 64% of penalty/free kicks in favour 

of the team in possession. 
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SIX NATIONS 2014  
TEAM FACTS 

 IRELAND 

Ireland won the Championship by a points difference of +10.  
 

¶ They scored the most tries and conceded the least. 

¶ They had the best try scoring rate and the best try conceding rate. 

¶ The majority of their points came from tries, with 16 tries and 10 penalty goals. 

¶ They scored six tries in the first half and 10 tries in the second half.  

¶ Three matches had a scoring margin of more than 20 points. 

¶ Their forwards scored five tries, which was more than any other team. 

¶ The majority of their tries were scored from possession gained in the opposition 22-metre 

area. 

¶ Together with England, they obtained the highest proportion of possession. 

¶ They had the highest passing rate and rucking rate. 

¶ Their forwards were the least likely to pass the ball. 

¶ Their back three were least likely to kick possession. 

¶ They had the most successful lineout, winning 93% of their own ball and the most successful 

scrum, winning 89% of their own ball. 

¶ They were also successful on opposition scrum put-ins, gaining possession on 28% of 

occasions. 

¶ Ireland used the ball from scrums more than any other team. 

¶ They were the least penalised. 

¶ They did not concede any yellow or red cards. 
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 ENGLAND 

England won the Triple Crown. 
 

¶ The majority of their points came from tries, with 14 tries, 12 penalty goals and two drop 

goals. 

¶ They had the second best try scoring rate and try conceding rate. 

¶ The majority of their tries were scored by backs. 

¶ Together with Wales, they had the highest kick at goal success. 

¶ Together with Ireland, they obtained the highest proportion of possession. 

¶ Their forwards were most likely to pass the ball with their back row passing every 2.5 

possessions. 

¶ Their centres were most likely to pass the ball. 

¶ Their scrum half kicked once every nine possessions which was more frequent than any 

other team.  

¶ They had the second most successful lineout and their lineouts were contested the least. 

¶ They did not concede any yellow or red cards. 

 WALES 

Defending champions Wales lost both away matches. 
 

¶ The majority of their points came from kicks at goal, with 11 tries and 17 penalty goals. 

¶ They majority of their 11 tries were scored by backs, with forwards scoring two. 

¶ The majority of their tries were scored from lineout possession. 

¶ Together with England, they had the highest kick at goal success. 

¶ They were the only team that did not attempt a drop goal. 

¶ In each of their last four matches, they had less possession than their opponents. 

¶ Their back row was the second most likely to pass the ball when in possession. 

¶ Their fly half was least likely to pass but most likely to kick. 

¶ They had the highest kicking rate.  

¶ They were least likely to kick contestable restarts but had the best retention rate.  

¶ The ball came out of the Welsh scrum just nine times in five matches. 

¶ Their scrum was most likely to collapse and the most likely to result in a penalty or free kick. 

¶ They conceded three yellow cards, with two for repeated scrum infringements. 
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FRANCE 

Despite having an outside chance of winning the Championship after week four, they finished 
fourth. 

 

¶ The majority of their points came from kicks at goal, with nine tries and 14 penalty goals. 

¶ The majority of their tries were scored by backs. 

¶ They scored one third of their tries from turnovers and errors and five of their nine tries 

were scored from inside their own half. 

¶ They had the lowest passing rate, the lowest rucking rate and the second highest kicking 

rate. 

¶ Their second row were most likely to pass and their centres were least likely to kick. 

¶ Together with Scotland, their back three were most likely to kick. 

¶ Together with Scotland, they had the lowest contestable restart success on own, and 

opposition, restarts. 

¶ They were the second least successful at own lineouts and opposition lineouts. 

¶ They had the least successful scrum. 

¶ They conceded three yellow cards and one red card. 

SCOTLAND 

Scotland won one match which was against Italy.  
 

¶ They scored the least number of tries. 

¶ The majority of their points came from kicks at goal with four tries, six penalty goals and one 

drop goal. 

¶ They had the lowest try scoring rate with one try every 22 minutes of possession. 

¶ All four tries were scored by backs. 

¶ They conceded six tries from their own half, more than any other team. 

¶ They had the lowest kick at goal success.  

¶ Their centres were the least likely to pass the ball. 

¶ Together with Ireland, they had the highest rucking rate. 

¶ Together with France, their back three were most likely to kick. 

¶ Most restarts were non-contestable.  

¶ Together with France, they had the lowest contestable restart success on own and 

opposition restarts. 

¶ They had the lowest success rate on own lineouts but were most successful on opposition 

lineouts. 
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¶ They had proportionally less penalties/free kicks than their opposition at scrums. 

¶ They were the most penalised team. 

¶ They conceded one yellow card and one red card. 

 ITALY 

Italy lost all five matches.   
 

¶ The majority of their points came from tries, with seven tries and six penalty goals. 

¶ They scored five of their seven tries in the second half. 

¶ They had the highest try conceding rate, conceding a try every five minutes of opposition 

possession. 

¶ They scored four tries from turnover possession and their opposition scored five tries from 

turnover possession. 

¶ They had the second lowest kick at goal success. 

¶ Together with Ireland, they had the highest passing rate. 

¶ Their front row were most likely to pass. 

¶ They kicked less than any other team.  

¶ Their fly half was least likely to kick the ball but their centres were the most likely to kick the 

ball. 

¶ They were most likely to kick contestable restarts. 

¶ They were least successful on opposition lineout.  

¶ They had one yellow card and one red card. 
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SIX NATIONS 2014 
FINAL STANDINGS & RESULTS 

 
 

P = Played     W = Won     D = Draw     L = Lost     PF = Points For     PA = Points Against      
PD = Points Difference   TF = Tries For   TA = Tries Against   PTS = Points 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

  P W D L PF PA PD TF TA PTS 

 
Ireland 5 4 0 1 132 49 83 16 4 8 

 
England 5 4 0 1 138 65 73 14 5 8 

 
Wales 5 3 0 2 122 79 43 11 6 6 

 
France 5 3 0 2 101 100 1 9 10 6 

 
Scotland 5 1 0 4 47 138 -91 4 15 2 

 
Italy 5 0 0 5 63 172 -109 7 21 0 

 
Wales 23ς15  Italy 

 

 
France 26ς24  England 

 

 
Ireland 28ς6  Scotland 

 

 Ireland 26ς3  Wales 
 

 Scotland 0ς20  England 
 

 France 30ς10  Italy 
 

 Wales 27ς6  France 
 

 Italy 20ς21  Scotland 
 

 England 13ς10  Ireland 
 

 Ireland 46ς7  Italy 
 

 Scotland 17ς19  France 
 

 England 29ς18  Wales 
 

 Italy 11ς52 England 
 

 Wales 51ς3  Scotland 
 

 France 20ς22  Ireland 
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SIX NATIONS 2014 
OVERALL SUMMARY 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

SIX NATIONS  
2014 

SIX NATIONS  
2013 

SIX NATIONS  
2012  

SIX NATIONS  
2011  

SCORING     

AVG. POINTS 40 36 36 39 

AVG. TRIES 4.1 2.5 3.1 3.4 

AVG. PENALTY GOALS 4.3 6.3 5.1 5.4 

CONVERSION SUCCESS  77% 77% 74% 75% 

AVG. DROP GOALS 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.3 

TOTAL TRY  
TMO REFERRALS 

17 7 12 8 

ACTIVITY     
BALL IN PLAY 46% 44% 48% 49% 

AVG. PASSES 282 242 268 297 

AVG. RUCK/MAULS 182 180 181 194 

RUCK/MAUL SUCCESS 95% 95% 93% 95% 

AVG. KICKS 46 53 46 46 

SET PIECE     
AVG. LINEOUTS 27 25 23 24 

LINEOUT SUCCESS 85% 84% 83% 84% 

AVG. SCRUMS 13 14 14 12 

SCRUM SUCCESS 80% 82% 85% 81% 

CONTESTABLE 50m RESTART 
REGAIN SUCCESS 

1 : 5.6 1 : 5.3 1 : 4.7 1 : 5.6 

DISCIPLINE     
AVG. PENALTIES/ FKS 21 24 21 21 

TOTAL CARDS 8 & 3 14 & 0 13 & 0 10 & 0 

TOTAL FOUL PLAY  
TMO REFERRALS 

8 - - - 
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SIX NATIONS 2014 
OVERALL SUMMARY BY TEAM 

 
 

 
 

ENGLAND

 

FRANCE 

 

IRELAND

 
 2014 2013 2014 2013 2014 2013 

SCORING        

TOTAL POINTS SCORED  138 94 101 73 132 72 

TOTAL POINTS CONCEDED  65 78 100 91 49 81 

TOTAL TRIES SCORED  14 5 9 6 16 5 

TOTAL TRIES CONCEDED 5 6 10 6 4 5 

TOTAL PENALTY GOALS SCORED  12 21 14 11 10 13 

TOTAL PENALTY GOALS CONCEDED 12 13 11 15 7 16 

POINTS FROM TRIES 51% 27% 45% 41% 61% 35% 

KICKS AT GOAL SUCCESS 83% 77% 72% 70% 75% 71% 

DROP GOAL SUCCESS RATE 2 / 3 0 / 0 0 / 2 0 / 1 0 / 1 0 / 2 

GENERAL PLAY       

AVG. POSSESSION 
21m 
37s 

17m 
26s 

17m 
41s 

18m 
50s 

21m 
22s 

17m 
35s 

AVG. PASSES  161 134 126 132 167 106 

AVG. RUCK/MAULS 99 86 77 93 115 90 

RUCK/MAUL RETENTION 95% 93% 95% 95% 97% 96% 

AVG. KICKS 25 26 23 27 27 26 

SET PIECE       

OWN LINEOUT SUCCESS 92% 83% 76% 81% 93% 83% 

OWN SCRUM SUCCESS 79% 72% 70% 89% 89% 78% 

OWN  CONTESTABLE  
50m RESTART SUCCESS  

1 : 4 1 : 10 1 : 13 1 : 15 1 : 4 1 : 9 

DISCIPLINE        

PENALTIES & F/Ks FOR 52% 52% 53% 52% 60% 50% 

PENALTIES& F/Ks AGAINST 48% 48% 47% 48% 40% 50% 

YELLOW/RED CARDS 0 / 0 2 / 0 3 / 1 0 / 0 0 / 0 5 / 0 
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SIX NATIONS 2014 
OVERALL SUMMARY BY TEAM 

 
 

 

 
 

ITALY 

 

SCOTLAND 

 

WALES 

 
 2014 2013 2014 2013 2014 2013 

SCORING        

TOTAL POINTS SCORED  63 75 47 98 122 122 

TOTAL POINTS CONCEDED  172 111 138 107 79 66 

TOTAL TRIES SCORED  7 5 4 7 11 9 

TOTAL TRIES CONCEDED 21 8 15 9 6 3 

TOTAL PENALTY GOALS SCORED  6 12 6 17 17 20 

TOTAL PENALTY GOALS CONCEDED 10 19 12 16 13 15 

% OF POINTS FROM TRIES 56% 33% 43% 36% 45% 37% 

KICKS AT GOAL SUCCESS 61% 76% 53% 85% 83% 82% 

DROP GOAL SUCCESS RATE 0 / 1 2 / 4 1 / 2 0 / 1 0 / 0 1 / 4 

GENERAL PLAY       

AVG. POSSESSION 
15m 
06s 

19m 
25s 

17m 
33s 

13m 
56s 

17m 
32s 

19m 
33s 

AVG. PASSES  119 147 137 75 136 132 

AVG. RUCK/MAULS 71 102 95 61 89 108 

RUCK/MAUL RETENTION 93% 94% 94% 91% 96% 96% 

AVG. KICKS 16 25 22 27 24 26 

SET PIECE       

OWN LINEOUT SUCCESS 82% 92% 73% 83% 89% 86% 

OWN SCRUM SUCCESS 78% 91% 85% 70% 76% 84% 

OWN  CONTESTABLE  
50m RESTART SUCCESS  

1 : 5 1 : 3 1 : 13 1 : 4 1 : 3 1 : 7 

DISCIPLINE        

PENALTIES & F/Ks FOR 48% 42% 38% 43% 48% 61% 

PENALTIES& F/Ks AGAINST 52% 58% 62% 57% 52% 39% 

YELLOW/RED CARDS 1 / 1 4 / 0 1 / 1 2 / 0 3 / 0 1 / 0 
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SIX NATIONS 2014  
REVIEW 

1.0 SCORING 
                

There were 603 points scored, giving an average of 40 points per match. The following table shows 
a breakdown of all points scored. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
The following table shows the total and average points per team. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

1.1 TRIES, PENALTY GOALS & DROP GOALS 
 

There was an average of 4.1 tries, 3.1 conversions and 4.3 penalty goals per match. There were 
three drop goals. The following tables show the breakdown of scoring per team. 

 TOTAL POINTS % 

TRIES 61 305 51% 

CONVERSIONS  47 94 16% 

PENALTY GOALS 65 195 32% 

DROP GOALS 3 9 1% 

 POINTS FOR POINTS AGAINST 

  TOTAL AVERAGE TOTAL AVERAGE 

 England 138 28 65 13 

 
Ireland 132 26 49 10 

 
Wales 122 24 79 16 

 
France 101 20 100 20 

 
Italy 63 13 172 34 

 
Scotland 47 9 138 28 

 

 
TRIES 

SCORED 

PENALTY 
GOALS 
KICKED 

DROP 
GOALS 
KICKED 

 
POINTS 

FROM TRIES 
POINTS 

FROM KICKS 

TRIES : 
PENALTY 
GOALS 

 
Ireland 16 10 0  61% 39% 1 : 0.6 

 England 14 12 2  51% 49% 1 : 0.9 

 
Italy 7 6 0  56% 44% 1 : 0.9 

 Wales 11 17 0  45% 55% 1 : 1.5 

 Scotland 4 6 1  43% 57% 1 : 1.5 

 
France 9 14 0  45% 55% 1 : 1.6 
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1.2 IMPACT OF TRIES & PENALTY GOALS ON MATCH RESULTS 
 

The winning team scored the most tries in 11 or 73% of matches.  
     

In three matches tries were equal, while in one the winning team scored the fewest number of tries. 

 
1.3 SCORING MARGINS 
 

There were six matches with a margin of 10 points or fewer. The following table groups all scoring 
margins. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
The following tables show the winning and losing margins for each team. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

POINTS 
DIFFERENCE 

NO OF 
MATCHES 

CUMULATIVE 

Draw - 0 drawn 

1 ς 5 5   5 with 5 points or less 

6 ς 10 1    6 with 10 points or less 

11 ς 20 3  9 with 20 points or less 

21 ς 30 3  12 with 30 points or less 

31+ 3  

  WON 
BY  

31 + 

WON 
BY  

21 - 30 

WON 
BY  

11 - 20 

WON 
BY  

1 - 10 

 LOST 
BY  

1 - 10 

LOST 
BY  

11 - 20 

LOST 
BY  

21 - 30 

LOST 
BY  

31 + 

 Ireland 1 2 - 1  1 - - - 

 England 1 - 2 1  1 - - - 

 Wales 1 1 - 1  - 1 1 - 

 
France - - 1 2  1 - 1 - 

 Scotland - - - 1  1 1 1 1 

 
Italy - - - -  2 1 - 2 
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1.4 TIMING OF SCORES ς TRIES & PENALTY GOALS 

The following table shows when tries and penalty goals were scored.  

 
The following tables show the number of tries and penalty goals scored and conceded per half per 
team. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 TOTAL 
TRIES 

TRIES 
% 

TOTAL 
PENALTY GOALS 

PENALTY 
GOALS % 

 FIRST HALF  26 43% 45 69% 

SECOND HALF  35 57% 20 31% 

  TRIES  PENALTY GOALS 

  
FIRST HALF 

SECOND 
HALF 

TOTAL 
 

FIRST HALF 
SECOND 

HALF 
TOTAL 

 
 

OWN 
TRIES 

OPP 
TRIES 

OWN 
TRIES 

OPP  
TRIES 

OWN  
TRIES 

OPP  
TRIES 

 OWN  
PGs 

OPP  
PGs 

OWN  
PGs 

OPP  
PGs 

OWN  
PGs 

OPP  
PGs 

 
Ireland 6 2 10 2 16 4  5 4 5 3 10 7 

 England 7 2 7 3 14 5  6 9 6 3 12 12 

 
Wales 6 3 5 3 11 6  13 8 4 5 17 13 

 
France 3 6 6 4 9 10  12 7 2 4 14 11 

 
Italy 2 7 5 14 7 21  6 7 - 3 6 10 

 Scotland 2 6 2 9 4 15  3 10 3 2 6 12 
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2.0 TRY SCORING 

2.1 RATE OF TRY SCORING & TRY CONCEDING 
 

There were 61 tries scored giving a try scoring rate of one try every nine minutes of play.  
 
The following tables show the rate of try scoring and the rate of try conceding for each team. This is 
a measure of ŜŀŎƘ ǘŜŀƳΩǎ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ƛƴ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǘƛƴƎ possession into tries ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǇǇƻƴŜƴǘΩǎ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ 
in converting possession into tries. 

 

2.2 PLAYERS & TRIES 
 
Of the 61 tries scored 49 or 80% were scored by backs and 12 or 20% were scored by forwards. The 
following table shows the number of tries scored by backs and forwards per team. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  TRY SCORING RATE   TRY CONCEDING RATE 

 
Ireland One try every 6m 41s 

 
Ireland One try every 21m 14s 

 England 7m 43s  England 17m 16s 

 
Wales 7m 58s 

 
Wales 15m 41s 

 
France 9m 49s 

 
France 9m 20s 

 
Italy 10m 47s  Scotland 6m 09s 

 Scotland 21m 56s 
 

Italy 4m 55s 

  TRIES BY 
BACKS 

TRIES BY 
FORWARDS 

PENALTY 
TRIES 

TOTAL 

 
Ireland 11 5 - 16 

 England 12 2 - 14 

 
Wales 9 2 - 11 

 France 7 2 - 9 

 
Italy 6 1 - 7 

 Scotland 4 0 - 4 



STATISTICAL ANALYSIS AND MATCH REVIEW  
 

IRB GAME ANALYSIS           PAGE 22 
 

 

2.3 SOURCE OF TRIES 
 
The following table shows the possession source of tries. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The following table shows the source of tries scored and conceded by each team.  

 

2.4 ORIGIN OF TRIES 
 
The following table shows the origin of tries. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 TRY SOURCE 

LINEOUT 28 or 46% 

TURNOVER/HANDLING ERROR 12 or 20% 

SCRUM 10 or 16% 

PENALTY/FREE KICK  5 or 8% 

OPPONENTS KICK 4 or 7% 

RESTART 2 or 3% 

  
 

LINEOUT SCRUM PEN & FK KICK TURNOVER RESTART TOTAL 

 
 

OWN 
TRIES 

OPP 
TRIES 

OWN 
TRIES 

OPP 
TRIES 

OWN 
TRIES 

OPP 
TRIES 

OWN 
TRIES 

OPP 
TRIES 

OWN 
TRIES 

OPP 
TRIES 

OWN 
TRIES 

OPP 
TRIES 

OWN 
TRIES 

OPP 
TRIES 

 
IRE 7 2 3 1 2 - 1 - 3 1 - - 16 4 

 
ENG 8 1 3 1 2 - - - 1 2 - 1 14 5 

 
WAL 8 3 1 - 1 1 1 - - 2 - - 11 6 

 
FRA 3 5 1 2 - 1 1 1 3 1 1 - 9 10 

 
ITA 1 9 1 4 - 2 - 1 4 5 1 - 7 21 

 
SCO 1 8 1 2 - 1 1 2 1 1 - 1 4 15 

 TRY ORIGIN 

OWN HALF 18 or 30% 

HALFWAY TO 10M 7 or 11% 

10M TO 22M 12 or 20% 

22M TO GOAL LINE 24 or 39% 
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The following table shows the origin of tries scored and conceded per team. 

 

2.5 NUMBER OF RUCKS / MAULS & PASSES IN BUILD UP TO TRIES 
 
The following table show the number of rucks and mauls that preceded each try.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The following table shows the number of ruck/mauls in the build up to tries scored and conceded 
per team. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 

OWN HALF HW ς 10m 10m ς 22m 22m - TRY TOTAL 

 
 

OWN 
TRIES 

OPP 
TRIES 

OWN 
TRIES 

OPP 
TRIES 

OWN 
TRIES 

OPP 
TRIES 

OWN 
TRIES 

OPP 
TRIES 

OWN 
TRIES 

OPP 
TRIES 

 
Ireland 2 2 - - 4 - 10 2 16 4 

 England 3 2 2 1 2 1 7 1 14 5 

 
Wales 3 2 4 - 3 - 1 4 11 6 

 
France 5 2 - 1 1 3 3 4 9 10 

 
Italy 4 4 1 2 - 6 2 9 7 21 

 Scotland 1 6 - 3 2 2 1 4 4 15 

RUCKS/MAULS NUMBER % CUMULATIVE % 

0 R/Ms 13 21% 21% 

1 R/Ms 19 31% 52% 

2 R/Ms 6 10% 62% 

3 R/Ms 4 7% 69% 

4+ R/Ms 19 31% 100% 

  
 

NO R/Ms 1 R/Ms 2 R/Ms 3+ R/Ms TOTAL 

 
 

OWN 
TRIES 

OPP 
TRIES 

OWN 
TRIES 

OPP 
TRIES 

OWN 
TRIES 

OPP 
TRIES 

OWN 
TRIES 

OPP 
TRIES 

OWN 
TRIES 

OPP 
TRIES 

 
Ireland 1 - 6 2 2 - 7 2 16 4 

 England 3 1 4 1 2 1 5 2 14 5 

 Wales 3 2 4 2 1 2 3 - 11 6 

 
France 2 - 2 4 - 1 5 5 9 10 

 
Italy 3 6 2 5 1 1 1 9 7 21 

 Scotland 1 4 1 5 - 1 2 5 4 15 



STATISTICAL ANALYSIS AND MATCH REVIEW  
 

IRB GAME ANALYSIS           PAGE 24 
 

 

The following table shows the number of passes that preceded each try.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The following table shows the number of passes in the build up to tries scored and conceded per 
team. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PASSES NUMBER % CUMULATIVE % 

0  8 13% 13% 

1 - 3 18 30% 43% 

4 - 6 21 34% 77% 

7 - 9 1 2% 79% 

10+ 13 21% 100% 

  
 

NO PASSES 1 ς 3 PASSES 4 ς 6 PASSES 7 ς 9 PASSES 10+ PASSES TOTAL 

 
 

OWN 
TRIES 

OPP 
TRIES 

OWN 
TRIES 

OPP 
TRIES 

OWN 
TRIES 

OPP 
TRIES 

OWN 
TRIES 

OPP 
TRIES 

OWN 
TRIES 

OPP 
TRIES 

OWN 
TRIES 

OPP 
TRIES 

 
IRE 3 - 5 2 3 2 - - 5 - 16 4 

 ENG 1 1 3 1 7 2 - - 3 1 14 5 

 
WAL - 3 3 2 5 1 - - 3 - 11 6 

 
FRA 2 - 4 4 2 4 - 1 1 1 9 10 

 
ITA 2 2 3 5 1 9 - - 1 5 7 21 

 SCO - 2 - 4 3 3 1 - - 6 4 15 
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3.0 KICKS AT GOAL 

The following table shows kick success rates. 
 
 
 
 
 
The following table shows the kicking success for penalty goals, conversions and drop goals per 
team.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 KICKING SUCCESS 

CONVERSIONS  77% 

PENALTY GOALS 71% 

DROP GOALS 3 / 9 

  PENALTY  
SUCCESS 

CONVERSION 
SUCCESS 

OVERALL 
SUCCESS % 

DROP GOAL 
SUCCESS 

 
Wales 17 / 19 8 / 11 83% 0 / 0 

 England 12 / 16 13 / 14 83% 2 / 3 

 
Ireland 10 / 12 11 / 16 75% 0 / 1 

 
France 14 / 20 7 / 9 72% 0 / 2 

 
Italy 6 / 11 5 / 7 61% 0 / 1 

 Scotland 6 / 13 3 / 4 53% 1 / 2 
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4.0 BALL IN PLAY & POSSESSION 

The average ball in play time per match was 36m 57s or 46%. 
 

The highest ball in play in any match was 44m 31s or 56% and the lowest was 31m 07s or 39%. 
 
The table below shows the ball in play times and possession times for each match and team. The 
winning team won, with less possession in seven matches (highlighted in gold).  
 

 
The following table shows the average possession time and the proportion of possession per 
match obtained by each team and their opponents.  

 

 

TEAM 
POSSESSION 

TIME 
% TEAM 

POSSESSION 
TIME 

% 
TOTAL 
TIME 

% BIP 

Wales 19m 19s 54% Italy 16m 38s 46% 35m 57s 45% 
France 18m 39s 42% England 25m 52s 58% 44m 31s 56% 
Ireland 20m 46s 56% Scotland 16m 37s 44% 37m 23s 47% 
Ireland 19m 06s 51% Wales 18m 13s 49% 37m 19s 47% 

Scotland 14m 06s 38% England 22m 57s 62% 37m 03s 46% 
France 15m 38s 44% Italy 20m 02s 56% 35m 40s 45% 
Wales 13m 04s 42% France 18m 03s 58% 31m 07s 39% 
Italy 14m 12s 41% Scotland 20m 04s 59% 34m 16s 43% 

England 18m 16s 46% Ireland 21m 55s 54% 40m 11s 50% 
Ireland 27m 35s 70% Italy 11m 52s 30% 39m 27s 49% 

Scotland 16m 53s 51% France 16m 06s 49% 32m 59s 41% 
England 20m 14s 52% Wales 18m 52s 48% 39m 06s 49% 

Italy 12m 47s 38% England 20m 48s 62% 33m 35s 42% 
Wales  18m 11s 48% Scotland 20m 04s 52% 38m 15s 48% 
France 19m 57s 53% Ireland 17m 26s 47% 37m 23s 47% 

  OWN 
POSSESSION 

AVERAGE 

OPP 
POSSESSION 

AVERAGE 

OWN 
POSSESSION 

% 

OPP 
POSSESSION 

% 

 England 21m 37s 17m 16s 56% 44% 

 
Ireland 21m 22s 16m 59s 56% 44% 

 
France 17m 41s 18m 39s 49% 51% 

 Scotland 17m 33s 18m 26s 49% 51% 

 
Wales 17m 32s 18m 49s 48% 52% 

 Italy 15m 06s 20m 41s 42% 58% 
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5.0 OPEN PLAY 
 

Open play activity includes passes, ruck/mauls and kicks. The following table shows the average 
number and rate of passes, ruck/mauls and kicks per match. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
5.1 PASSING 
 
The average number of passes per match was 282 and the passing rate was one every eight 
seconds of possession. 
 
The most passes in a match was 359 and the least was 209. 
 
93% of all passing movements contained three or fewer passes. 
 

The following table shows the average, the most and the least number of passes per match per 
team and the passing rate per team. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 AVG. PER 
MATCH 

RATE  
FREQUENCY OF PASSING 

PASSES 282 One every 8 secs 
RUCKS/MAULS 182 One every 12 secs 

KICKS 46 One every 48 secs 

  AVG. PASSES PER 
MATCH 

MOST LEAST 
RATE  

FREQUENCY OF PASSING 

 
Ireland 167 260 105 One every 7.6s 

 Italy 119 172 99 One every 7.6s 

 Scotland 137 192 78 One every 7.7s 

 
Wales 136 173 72 One every 7.7s 

 England 161 213 124 One every 8.0s 

 
France 126 156 93 One every 8.4s 
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5.2 PLAYER PASSING 
 
The following table shows the proportion of all passes made by forwards, scrum halves and backs. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The following table shows the number and proportion of passes made by the forwards, the scrum 
half and backs of each team.  

 
The following tables show how often forwards and backs of each team passed the ball. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 % 

PASSES BY FORWARDS 17% 

PASSES BY SCRUM HALF 49% 

PASSES BY BACKS 34% 

  PASSES BY 
FORWARDS 

% 
PASSES BY  

SCRUM HALF 
% 

PASSES BY 
BACKS 

% 

 
Italy 126 21% 266 45% 200 34% 

 England 156 19% 356 44% 294 36% 

 
France 113 18% 294 47% 225 36% 

 Scotland 124 18% 359 52% 202 29% 

 
Wales 114 17% 323 47% 244 36% 

 
Ireland 105 13% 470 56% 264 31% 

  FORWARDS 
PASS : POSSESSION 

RATIO 

  BACKS 
PASS : POSSESSION 

RATIO 

 England 1 : 2.8  Italy 1 : 1.9 

 
Italy 1 : 2.9  England 1 : 2.0 

 
France 1 : 3.1 

 
France 1 : 2.1 

 
Wales 1 : 3.4 

 
Wales 1 : 2.1 

 Scotland 1 : 3.5  Scotland 1 : 2.2 

 Ireland 1 : 4.2  Ireland 1 : 2.2 
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Overall, forwards passed the ball once in every 3.3 possessions. The following tables show how 
often front rows, second rows and back rows of each team passed the ball.  
 

 
 
Overall, backs passed the ball every 2.1 possessions. The following tables show how often fly 
halves, centres and back threes of each team passed the ball. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  FRONT ROW 
PASS : 

POSSESSION 

  SECOND ROW 
PASS : 

POSSESSION 

  BACK ROW 
PASS : 

POSSESSION 

 
ITA 1 : 3.0 

 
FRA 1 : 2.8  ENG 1 : 2.5 

 
FRA 1 : 3.3 

 
ITA 1 : 3.1 

 
WAL 1 : 2.7 

 ENG 1 : 3.4  SCO 1 : 3.2  ITA 1 : 2.8 

 
WAL 1 : 3.7  ENG 1 : 3.5 

 
FRA 1 : 3.1 

 SCO 1 : 3.9 
 

IRE 1 : 4.0  SCO 1 : 3.4 

 
IRE 1 : 6.3 

 
WAL 1 : 4.8 

 
IRE 1 : 3.4 

  FLY HALF 
PASS : 

POSSESSION 

  CENTRES 
PASS : 

POSSESSION 

  BACK THREE 
PASS : 

POSSESSION 

 ITA 1 : 1.3  ENG 1 : 1.9  ITA 1 : 2.5 

 ENG 1 : 1.4 
 

IRE 1 : 2.1 
 

FRA 1 : 2.5 

 SCO 1 : 1.4 
 

FRA 1 : 2.5 
 

WAL 1 : 2.7 

 
FRA 1 : 1.5 

 
ITA 1 : 2.7  SCO 1 : 3.0 

 IRE 1 : 1.6  WAL 1 : 3.0  ENG 1 : 3.5 

 
WAL 1 : 1.6  SCO 1 : 3.3 

 
IRE 1 : 5.3 
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5.3 RUCKS/MAULS  
 

The average number of ruck/mauls per match was 182 and the ruck/maul rate was one every 12 
seconds of possession. 
 
The most ruck/mauls in a match was 220 and the least was 145. 
 
The following table shows the average, the most and the least number of ruck/mauls per match 
per team and the ruck/maul rate per team. 

 

5.4 RUCK/MAUL RETENTION 
 
The retention rate at ruck/mauls was 95%. 
 
The following table shows how often each team retained ruck/maul possession and how often 
each team turned over opposition possession.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 AVERAGE R/Ms 
PER MATCH 

MOST LEAST 
RATE  

FREQUENCY OF R/Ms 

 
Ireland 115 166 85 One every 11.1s 

 Scotland 95 118 74 One every 11.1s 

 
Wales 89 105 63 One every 11.8s 

 
Italy 71 100 54 One every 12.8s 

 England 99 118 83 One every 13.2s 

 
France 77 94 67 One every 13.7s 

  SUCCESS IN OWN  
RUCK/MAULS 

SUCCESS IN OPP  
RUCK/MAULS 

 
Ireland 97% 7% 

 Wales 96% 6% 

 
France 95% 6% 

 England 95% 5% 

 Scotland 94% 4% 

 
Italy 93% 3% 
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5.5 KICKING   
 
The average number of kicks per match was 46 and the kick rate was one every 48 secs of 
possession. 
 
The most kicks in a match was 68 and the least was 29. 
 
The following table shows the average, the most and the least number of kicks per match by team 
and the kick rate by team. 

 

5.6 PLAYER KICKING 
 
Overall, backs kicked the ball every 6.3 possessions. The following tables show how often the 
scrum halves, fly halves, centres and back threes of each team kicked the ball. 

 
 
 
6.0 SET PIECE 
 

  AVERAGE KICKS 
PER MATCH 

MOST LEAST 
RATE 

FREQUENCY OF KICKS 

 
Wales 24 30 20 One every 44s 

 
France 23 37 17 One every 46s 

 
Ireland 27 35 18 One every 47s 

 Scotland 22 26 19 One every 47s 

 England 25 36 16 One every 52s 

 
Italy 16 24 13 One every 56s 

  SCRUM HALF 
KICK : 

POSSESSION 

  FLY HALF 
KICK : 

POSSESSION 

  CENTRES 
KICK : 

POSSESSION 

  BACK THREE 
KICK : 

POSSESSION 

 ENG 1 : 8.9 
 

WAL 1 : 3.6 
 

ITA 1 : 9.9  SCO 1 : 4.9 

 SCO 1 : 11.3 
 

FRA 1 : 3.9  SCO 1 : 13.8 
 

FRA 1 : 4.9 

 FRA 1 : 11.5  IRE 1 : 3.9  IRE 1 : 13.8  ITA 1 : 5.7 

 
IRE 1 : 13.1  SCO 1 : 5.0 

 
WAL 1 : 14.9  ENG 1 : 6.3 

 
ITA 1 : 13.7  ENG 1 : 5.7  ENG 1 : 22.9 

 
WAL 1 : 7.5 

 
WAL 1 : 13.8 

 
ITA 1 : 7.0 

 
FRA 1 : 40.3 

 
IRE 1 : 8.4 
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6.1 50m RESTARTS 
 

The following table shows the proportion of 50m restarts that were contestable and the success 
rates of contestable restarts. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The following tables show the success per team on own and opposition restarts by each team. 

 
The following table shows the type of restart kicked by each team. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 50m RESTARTS 

% CONTESTABLE 50m 51% 

RECEIVING CONTESTABLE 
RESTARTS ς SUCCESS  

1 : 1.2 

REGAINING CONTESTABLE 
RESTARTS ς SUCCESS  

1 : 5.6 

  RECEIVING CONTESTABLE  
50m  RESTARTS 

  REGAINING CONTESTABLE 
 50m  RESTARTS 

  SUCCESS 
 

 SUCCESS 

 
Wales 1 : 1.1 

 
Wales 1 : 3.0 

 
Italy 1 : 1.1  England 1 : 3.7 

 
Ireland 1 : 1.3 

 
Ireland 1 : 4.0 

 Scotland 1 : 1.3 
 

Italy 1 : 5.4 

 
France 1 : 1.3  Scotland 1 : 13.0 

 England 1 : 1.4  France 1 : 13.0 

  
TYPE OF 50m RESTARTS 

  
CONTESTABLE 

NOT  
CONTESTABLE 

 
Italy 27 or 77% 8 or 23% 

 England 11 or 52% 10 or 48% 

 
Ireland 8 or 50% 8 or 50% 

 
France 13 or 50% 14 or 50% 

 Scotland 13 or 43% 17 or 57% 

 Wales 6 or 25% 18 or 75% 
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6.2 LINEOUTS 
 

The following table shows the average number of lineouts per match, the most/least number of 
lineouts in a match, the proportion of lineouts contested and the lineout retention rates. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The following tables show the success per team on own and opposition lineouts. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 LINEOUTS 

AVERAGE PER MATCH 27 

MOST IN A MATCH 36 

LEAST IN A MATCH 20 

COMPETED 47% 

POSSESSION RETAINED 85% 

  OWN LINEOUTS  OPP LINEOUTS 

  
SUCCESS CONTESTED 

LOST BY 
STEALS 

  SUCCESS CONTESTED  
WON BY 
STEALS 

 Ireland 93% 47% 1 in 19  
Scotlan

d 
23% 50% 1 in 7 

 England 92% 36% 1 in 12  Ireland 20% 52% 1 in 6 

 
Wales 89% 47% 1 in 12  England 18% 55% 1 in 7 

 
Italy 82% 63% 1 in 6 

 
Wales 11% 40% 1 in 11 

 
France 76% 53% 1 in 6 

 
France 10% 43% 1 in 13 

 Scotland 73% 40% 1 in 5  Italy 8% 42% 1 in 15 




