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Hon Tracey Martin  
Minister of Internal Affairs Parliament 
Buildings  
c/o Jason.Hewett@parliament.govt.nz  

9 September 2020 

E te Minister, tēnā rā koe 

I am writing to you to convey the full support of New Zealand’s university librarians for the National 
Library’s initiative to rehome its low use international published collections.     

Collectively, the Council of New Zealand University Librarians (CONZUL) are responsible for the 8 
university libraries, including large research collections, with an annual spend of approximately  $70 
million on information resources which support 175,000 students.  In the last twenty years we have 
seen the transition of information resources increasingly moving online.  At first this was for 
journals but in more recent times, books and multimedia resources. The result is a corresponding 
reduction in the use and importance of physical collections.  

Our approach as research libraries has moved from a ‘just in case’ approach to a ‘just in time’ 
approach.  This shift in our approach relies upon the international system connecting many types of 
libraries with a robust resource-sharing philosophy and service.  We rely upon the network of global 
libraries, where the National Library’s role is to facilitate access, rather than upon the National 
Library’s collection of international materials.    

No library can retain all the items they acquire.  The National Library has identified material to be 
rehomed, which has very low use and developed sensible criteria for the material to be retained.  
We view this approach as both necessary and sensible.    

The University experience during COVID has confirmed the need to access information digitally.  We 
experience the greatest demand and the biggest gaps in online access to New Zealand, Māori and 
Pacific material.  We endorse the National Library’s collection development policy and plans, and the 
focus of their resources on the material that reflects our unique knowledge and place in the world.  
This is where the National Library can provide the most benefit culturally and economically.  It is the 
area of the National Library’s work which makes the greatest positive contribution to our ability to 
support learning, teaching and research in Aotearoa.    

As librarians we understand the deeply held feelings of those who regret the loss of these materials.  
We also understand that the knowledge environment has fundamentally changed.  We believe that 
the opportunities and benefits created through access to unique collections (for example Papers 
Past) have a wider impact now and in the future  

…/2 
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I would be happy to speak with you further, if that would be useful. 

Ngā mihi nui 

Anne Scott  
Chair, CONZUL   
University Librarian |Pou Tuatahi,   
University of Canterbury | Te Whare Wānanga o Waitaha 

Copy to:  
Rt Hon Jacinda Ardern, Minister for Arts, Culture and Heritage  
Hon Grant Robertson, Associate Minister for Arts, Culture and Heritage 
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Hon Tracey Martin 

Minister of Internal Affairs 

Parliament Buildings 

c/o Jason.Hewett@parliament.govt.nz 

21 February 2020 

E te Minister, tēnā rā koe 

I have been following the increased activity on social media around the issue of the National 
Library’s collection of overseas publications and the plans to assess their continuance as storage 
collections.  I wish to confirm that LIAC members were well-briefed on a number of occasions during 
2019 as this project was developed and we whole-heartedly support the planned work. 

Assessing the relevance of collections and the occasional disposal of volumes no longer relevant is 
work carried out by most libraries worldwide. It is a sensitive matter, of course, but none-the-less it 
is part of prudent, responsible management to ensure the best use of public resources. 

It is entirely appropriate that as part of planning work under the Government’s funding of the 
Preserving the Nation’s Memory programme, the Library should assess whether all current holdings 
need to be retained and moved to new high quality accommodation. 

I would note that, perhaps expectedly, some of the commentary in social media is not fully informed 
about this programme of work.  Of the up to 600,000 books to be assessed for possible removal 
from the collection, selection criteria have been carefully established. The Library will not be 
disposing of overseas-published works which have continued relevance to New Zealand. Subjects 
and categories to be retained include: 

• Family history, migration, genealogy resources
• Standard reference works and bibliographic resources
• Library and information studies
• Contemporary issues of relevance to New Zealand as a member of the international

community. e.g. environmental issues and climate change; war, conflict and peace;
• Print Disabilities: recreational reading, both fiction and non-fiction, in a wide range of genres

for adults, young adults and children with print disabilities.
• Children’s literature and the study of children’s literature

We have further been advised that all material acquired in the last 20 years will be retained. Music is 
outside the scope of this review.   

It is important to consider the changing ways in which people access information. While books 
remain important, there is no doubt that patterns of usage are changing. Contemporary non-fiction 
resources are becoming most commonly available through online search engines and web-based 
sources. Many older fiction and non-fiction works are being digitised by overseas organisations, 
vastly increasing their accessibility and reducing the need for multiple copies to be held locally. 
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I have also been briefed on the various channels that the Library proposes to use to dispose of 
publications which will not be retained at the conclusion of the assessment process.  It is particularly 
pleasing to note that organisations facilitating this process propose to put any financial return 
towards reading and literacy programmes. 

My final point is to note that the National Library is part of a national, and in fact global, system. 
Integrated cataloguing networks have long allowed knowledge of the holdings of publications in 
libraries up and down the country, supported by an inter-library loan system. It has never been the 
case that the National Library aimed to hold a copy of every overseas book that may hold interest to 
New Zealanders. It is the network of libraries that do this collectively, supported by professional 
collaboration and IT systems. It is one of the National Library’s strategic priorities to strengthen this 
concept of “One Knowledge Network” providing access to distributed resources held locally and 
abroad. 

I believe that you and your Government colleagues can be assured that the National Library is 
carrying out a responsible programme of work, carefully considering future needs in order to make 
best use of available resources, especially as part of planning improved accommodation of 
collections and services. 

I hope that these thoughts are constructive and useful and I would be happy to answer any 
questions they may raise. 

Nāku noa iti 

David Reeves 
Chair LIAC 
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