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SBE Council’s Congressional VVoting Scorecard 2005

The Small Business & Entrepreneurship Council (SBE Council) tallies up and publishes an annual scorecard of congressional
votes in order to inform small business owners and their employees, the media, elected officials, and citizens in general about how
members of Congress voted on issues of importance to the entrepreneurial community.

Small businesses, of course, create most new jobs, employ a majority of the private-sector workforce, are active in the
international marketplace, and rank as the most important source of innovation and invention. While most politicians talk favorably of
small businesses, voting records sometimes do not match such rhetoric.

The best policy environment for entrepreneurship and small business is one where taxes are low, the regulatory burden is light,
and legislative initiatives enable competition, innovation and open commerce. That agenda is reflected in the votes included in “SBE
Council’s Congressional Voting Scorecard 2005: 1% Session 109" Congress.” Members of the U.S. Senate were scored on 23 votes,
as were members of the U.S. House of Representatives (though one vote was given extra weight, as members of the House were told
would be the case before the vote in a letter from SBE Council).

Key: 1 Vote for small business
0 Vote against small business
P Voted “Present” and counted as a vote against small business
NV Not voting, and not counted in vote tally
Blank Perhaps not a member at the time, or in the case of the House

Speaker, traditionally not voting unless needed. Not counted in vote tally.

The follow table ranks the state congressional delegations according to how they scored on all votes, including members of
both the House and Senate.
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Rankings of Vote Scores for State Congressional Delegations

State

Idaho
Oklahoma
Alaska
Wyoming
Utah
Kentucky
Alabama
Nebraska
Kansas

New Hampshire
Louisiana
Mississippi
Montana
Texas
Tennessee
Virginia
Arizona
Florida
South Carolina
Georgia
lowa

Indiana
Missouri
Ohio
Pennsylvania

Score
95.7
95.7
94.3
943
92.4
921
91.0
90.6
88.6
87.0
81.2
80.0
79.7
79.6
79.4
78.8
77.5
76.7
76.7
75.3
74.1
73.2
72.3
70.2
69.5

Rank
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
34
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50

State
Colorado
Nevada

New Mexico
North Carolina
Michigan
Wisconsin
South Dakota
Ilinois
Arkansas
Minnesota
California
Oregon

West Virginia
Delaware
Washington
New Jersey
Connecticut
New York
Maryland
North Dakota
Maine

Hawalii
Rhode Island
Vermont
Massachusetts

Score
68.1
67.2
65.5
63.7
60.3
55.8
51.4
50.0
47.9
47.9
47.4
46.3
43.2
42.9
42.8
41.6
41.2
38.9
35.2
33.8
30.9
24.1
18.1
15.7
12.2



U.S. Senate Key VVotes

1. Vote Number 9: A vote on the Class Action Fairness Act. SBE Council supported. Passed 72 yeas and 26 nays.
2. Vote Number 26: A vote to increase the minimum wage. SBE Council opposed. Failed by a vote of 46 yeas and 49 nays.

3. Vote Number 52: A vote on an amendment against opening ANWR. SBE Council opposed. Failed by a vote of 49 yeas and 51
nays.

4. Vote number 53: A vote on reinstating PAYGO. SBE Council opposed. Failed by a vote of 50 yeas and 50 nays.

5. Vote number 74: A vote on repealing the 1993 tax increase on Social Security benefits. SBE Council supported. Passed by a vote
of 55 yeas and 45 nays.

6. Vote number 148: A vote on a global warming/climate change program. SBE Council opposed. Failed by a vote of 38 yeas and 60
nays.

7. Vote number 149: A vote on a motion to table a sense of the Senate on climate change legislation. SBE Council supported tabling
the measure. Motion to table failed by a vote of 44 yeas and 53 nays.

8. Vote number 157: A vote to tighten CAFE standards. SBE Council opposed. Failed by a vote of 28 yeas and 67 nays.

9. Vote number 209: A vote on the Central America-Dominican Republic Free Trade Agreement (CAFTA). SBE Council supported.
Passed by a vote of 55 yeas to 45 nays.

10. Vote Number 219: A vote on the Protection of Lawful Commerce in Arms Act. SBE Council supported. Passed by a vote of 65
yeas and 31 nays.

11. Vote number 245: Confirmation vote on John G. Roberts, Jr., to be Chief Justice of the United States. SBE Council supported.
Confirmed by a vote of 78 yeas and 22 nays.

12. Vote number 257: A vote on a motion for an amendment to raise the minimum wage. SBE Council opposed. Failed with a vote
of 47 yeas and 51 nays.



13. Vote number 283: A vote on a budget motion for an amendment to reinstate PAYGO. SBE Council opposed. Failed with a vote of
50 yeas and 49 nays. (Three-fifths majority required to pass.)

14. Vote number 286: A vote on a budget motion for an amendment to cap non-defense, non-trust-fund, discretionary spending at the
previous year’s level, beginning in fiscal year 2007. SBE Council supported. Failed with a vote of 32 yeas and 67 nays.

15. Vote number 288: A vote on an amendment against an oil and gas leasing program in the Coastal Plain. SBE Council opposed.
Failed by 48 yeas and 51 nays.

16. Vote number 331: A vote on a motion for an amendment to impose a windfall profit tax on crude oil. SBE Council opposed.
Failed with a vote of 35 yeas and 64 nays.

17. Vote number 332: A vote on a motion for an amendment to raise taxes on certain oil and gas well drilling and development costs.
SBE Council opposed. Failed with a vote of 48 yeas and 51 nays.

18. Vote number 333: A vote on a motion for an amendment to raise a variety of taxes, including the top personal income tax rate, and
tax rates on capital gains and dividends. SBE Council opposed. Failed with a vote of 40 yeas and 59 nays.

19. Vote number 339: A vote on a motion for an amendment to impose a windfall profits tax on crude oil. SBE Council opposed.
Failed with a vote of 50 yeas and 48 nays. (Three-fifths majority required to pass.)

20. Vote number 340: A vote on a budget motion for an amendment to reinstate PAYGO. SBE Council opposed. Failed with a vote of
50 yeas and 48 nays. (Three-fifths majority required to pass.)

21. Vote number 341: A vote on a motion for an amendment to impose a windfall profits tax on crude oil. SBE Council opposed.
Failed with a vote of 33 yeas and 65 nays.

22. Unanimous Consent for the United States-Bahrain Free Trade Agreement. SBE Council supported.

23. Vote number 363: A vote on a budget reconciliation bill. SBE Council supported. Passed by a vote to 50 yeas and 50 nays, with
the vice president voting.



U.S. Senate Vote Ratings
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U.S. House of Representatives Key Votes

1. Roll Call 38: A vote on the Class Action Fairness Act. SBE Council supported. Passed by 279 yeas and 149 nays.
2. Roll Call 102: A vote on the Death Tax Repeal permanency Act. SBE Council supported. Passed by 272 yeas and 162 nays.
3. Roll Call 121: A vote to tighten CAFE regulations. SBE Council opposed. Failed by 177 yeas and 254 nays.

4. Roll Call 122: A vote on an amendment against opening ANWR to exploration. SBE Council opposed. Failed by 200 yeas and 231
nays.

5. Roll Call 206: A vote to repeal the prohibition of interest on demand deposits. SBE Council supported. Passed by 424 yeas to 1
nay.

6. Roll Call 367: A vote on a sense of the House that federal agencies should review rules and policies to remove barriers to U.S.
competitiveness. Failed with a vote of 242 yeas and 177 nays. (Two-thirds vote required to pass.)

7. Roll Call 369: A vote on the Occupational Safety and Health Small Business Day in Court Act. SBE Council supported. Passed by
256 yeas to 164 nays.

8. Roll Call 370: A vote on the Occupational Safety and Health Review Commission Efficiency Act. SBE Council supported. Passed
by 234 yeas to 185 nays.

9. Roll Call 371: A vote on the Occupational Safety and Health Independent Review of OSHA Citations Act. SBE Council supported.
Passed by 226 yeas to 197 nays.

10. Roll Call 372: A vote on the Occupational Safety and Health Small Employer Access to Justice Act of 2005. SBE Council
supported. Passed by 235 yeas to 187 nays.

11. Roll Call 426: A vote on the Small Business Health Fairness Act. SBE Council supported. Passed by 263 yeas to 165 nays.



12. Roll Call 443: A vote on the Central America-Dominican Republic Free Trade Agreement (CAFTA). SBE Council supported.
Passed by 217 yeas to 215 nays.

13. Roll Call 449: A vote on the Help Efficient, Accessible, Low Cost, Timely Healthcare (HEALTH) Act of 2005. SBE Council
supported. Passed by 230 yeas to 194 nays.

14. Roll Call 506: A vote on the Threatened and Endangered Species Recovery Act. SBE Council supported. Passed by 229 yeas to
193 nays.

15. Roll Call 533: A vote on the Personal Responsibility in Food Consumption Act. SBE Council supported. Passed by 306 yeas to
120 nays.

16. Roll Call 534: A vote on the Protection of Lawful Commerce in Arms Act. SBE Council supported. Passed by 283 yeas to 144
nays.

17. Roll Call 553: A vote on the Lawsuit Abuse Reduction Act. SBE Council supported. Passed by 228 yeas to 184 nays.
18. Roll Call 568: A vote on the Private property Rights Protection Act. SBE Council supported. Passed by 376 yeas to 38 nays.

19. Roll Call 601: A vote on the Deficit Reduction Act. SBE supported (given extra weight — counted as double — as members of the
House were told before the vote in a letter from SBE Council). Passed by 217 yeas to 215 nays.

20. Roll Call 613: A vote to provide relief from the alternative minimum tax (AMT). SBE Council supported. Passed by 414 yeas to
4 nays.

21. Roll Call 616: A vote on the United States-Bahrain Free Trade Agreement. SBE Council supported. Passed by 327 yeas to 95
nays.

22. Roll Call 621: A vote on the Tax Relief Extension Reconciliation Act. SBE Council supported. Passed by 234 yeas to 197 nays.

23. Roll Call 670: A vote on the budget reconciliation. SBE Council supported. Passed by 212 yeas to 206 nays.
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U.S. House of Representatives VVote Ratings

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23  Percent
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