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Alienation and the Identity Crisis in Contemporary
Egyptian Theatre: A Study in the Sociology of Literature
Abstract
The present study attempts to identify the relationship
between alienation and the identity crisis as presented by
contemporary Egyptian theatre. It adopted some of the
perspectives of the critical theory, especially those
related to its attitude to alienation in modern society and
its relationship with identity as well as its attitude to art
and its critical role in both society and eliminating
alienation. The study utilized the method of analyzing the
qualitative content applied to the study sample
represented by four plays by Mohammed Abo-Ella as-

Salamuny.

Employing this methodology, the study has
reached certain findings: Theatrical texts tackled
alienation through the existence of a number of forms—
self-alienation, social alienation, political alienation,
religious alienation, and women's alienation. The analysis
has revealed that all these kinds of alienation were
expressed via indicators included in sociologists' critical
writings. The study has also found out that the theatrical
texts did portray an identity crisis coinciding with the
alienation experienced by personae. This crisis manifests
itself in two aspects: the national self and self-other
relationship.
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The playwright could employ alienation, whether
explicitly or implicitly—as a technique—to shed light on
the negative aspects and the contradictions suffered
from by Arab and Egyptian communities alike. He could
also establish a kind of intersection between alienation at
the artistic level and alienation in the actual, not the
imagined, reality. This emphasizes what the critical
theory embraces in its view of art in general and its
critical role in social life.

Keywords: Alienation, identity, identity crisis,
contemporary theatre, theatre
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