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The role of Prince Kurunta in the problem of
succession of the Hittite throne 1272-1227 B.C.

Dr. Mohy-eldin Elnady Abo-eleaz

Abstract:
The article examines the role of Prince Kurunta, the son of
King Muwattalli Il, in the problem of throne's succession of

Hittite, during the period between 1272-1227 BC, since the death
of King Muwattalli 11 in 1272 BC, until the middle of the reign of
King Tudkhaliya IV in 1227 BC, it was a problem of throne's
succession of the most important reasons that led to the fall of the
Kingdom of Hittites. Therefore, the article display the roots of
this problem since the early Old Kingdom; until the king
Telipinu issued the proclamation to put an end to the chaos in the
Kingdom, it continued 200 years later until the death of King
Muwattalli 11 without leaving a legitimate heir, the problem was
renewed once again between " Urhi-Tessub" and " Hattusili 111".

Kurunta had an influential role in supporting his uncle
"Hattusili 111". He also played an important role during the reign
of Tudkhaliya 1V, which led to widespread controversy among
scholars, especially with regard to hold the title "the great king",
that title was held exclusively by the kings of the Hittites.
Therefore, the questions raised by his held for this title were
discussed: Did he carry this title after his coup against
Tudkhaliya IV or a privilege obtained according to specific
circumstances? What are the relations between Hatti and
Tarhuntassa after that?

Keywords:

Kurunta- Ulmi-Tesub- Muwattalli 11- Urhi-Tessub- Hattusili 111 -
Tudkhaliya IV- Tarhuntassa- throne's succession of Hittite.
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