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Pain Manifestations in Gawwasu Al-Ahgaaf (Divers of the Sand Dunes) by Amal
Al-Faran: An Examination of the Power of Men and Settings

Aminah Abdurrahman Mohammed Aljebreen
Associate Professor of Saudi Literature, Arabic Language Department, College of Arts, King Saud University, Saudi Arabia

(Received:1/2/1441H, Accepted for publication 28/5/1441H)

Abstract: This research examines a Saudi female narrative which is a novel titled Gassasu Al-Ahqgaaf ‘Divers of
the Sand Dunes’ by the Saudi novelist, Amal Al- Faran. Undoubtedly, any semantic theory tackling whatsoever
narrative necessitates evoking the reader’s sense to reach a deep reading of the text. Such reading goes beyond the
surface and aims at a deeper understanding. It also gives the text more aesthetic dimensions and different semantic
implications, and captures ‘implicit structures’ hidden behind the straightforward meanings that can be no more
than the output of the initial reading. Tracing the impact of ‘the implicit structure’ in ‘Divers of the Sand dunes’,
we can notice that it occupies a large portion of the text and is represented by the “pain” theme throughout the text.
Therefore, this research seeks to uncover the structure of ‘pain’, and pinpoint its different connotations in order to
identify the thematic unity as an autonomous entity through different signals littered in the narrative, which are
viewed as indirect references to ‘pain’.

Keywords: Novel; Pain; Men; Setting; Explicitness; Implicitness.
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