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the Indian Missions in Kathmandu, Bonn, Vienna
' and Lagos. He travelled extensively within and
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the ministry. He was a member of several official and ministerial
delegations for holding bilateral discussions with the countries covered
by the Division. In 1974-75 he handled the sensitive issue of merger of
Sikkim in India as a new State. Besides this he worked in the
Coordination, External Publicity and the Administrative Divisions of the
Ministry.

He took to academic studies after retirement in 1993. He was Senior
Fellow at the Indian Council of Historical Research from 1994 to
1996, an Honorary Fellow at the Institute of Contemporary Studies

of the Nehru Memorial Museum and Library ~ from 1996 to 2000. He
attended several seminars and contributed papers at these dialogues.
He has also published several articles on South Asian affairs in
newspapers and journals.

His main focus has been documenting India’s foreign relations, a task
that had not been attempted in the past more than sixty years and he
felt it was badly needed, since non-availability of the Indian side of the
documents presented a lop sided picture of Indian position in the study
of India’s foreign relations. His first work was a two-volume study of
India-Nepal-China Relations : 1947-92, later expanded and updated
to Five Volumes covering the period up to 2005. His second contribution
was the documentary study of India-Bangladesh Relations , also first
published in two volumes covering the period 1971 to 1994, and then
updating and expanding into Five Volumes covering the period up to
2002 (published in 2003). The success of these two studies encouraged
him to undertake a third one, study on Sri Lanka, also in Five Volumes



which was published under the title “India-Sri Lanka Relations and
SriLanka’ s Ethnic Conflict —1947-2000."

In the golden jubilee year of the Indian independence, 1997, he wrote 75
pieces for the Asian Age which were published consecutively from
June 1 to August 14, 1997 every day as a throwback to the tumultuous
days of 1947, to refresh the memories of the older generation and inform
the younger generation of the sacrifices, trials and tribulations and travails
through which the people had to pass, before independence.
Subsequently, these articles were published in the book-form under the
title “Some Called it Partition, Some Freedom .

Returning to the subject of Sri Lanka, he published an analytical narrative
of events leading to the ethnic conflict in that country and India’s role. It
was published by two independent publishers in India and Sri Lanka in
2005 under the title: “Indiain Sri Lanka: Between Lion andthe Tigers”.
In 2012 he published a Ten Volume Documentar y Study on INDIA -
PAKISTAN RELATIONS covering the period 1947 to 2007.

In December 2012, he published a study of India- ASEAN relations
for the India-ASEAN Commemorative Summit held in New Delhi,

to mark the 20 ™ anniversary of the India-ASEAN Sectoral Dialogue
Partnership and 10 ™ anniversary of the Summit partnership.  Itwas
sponsored by the Ministry of External Affairs and was distributed among
the delegations to the Summit and to foreign and Indian media,
congregated for the Conference.

He separately edits and publishes for the Ministry of External Affairs an
annual series under the title “INDIA’'S FOREIGN RELATIONS” which
showcases comprehensively the documents bearing on India’s foreign
relations. Starting with 2002, so far twelve volumes, covering the period
up to 2013 have been published in cooperation with the External Publicity/
Public Diplomacy Division of the Ministry of External Affair.
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PREFACE

This is the 12th volume in the series INDIA'S FOREIGN RELATIONS,
published annually in cooperation with the Public Diplomacy/External
Publicity Division of the Ministry of External Affairs. It is the storehouse
of documents bearing on India's foreign relations during the course of a
given year.

The volumes for the years 2002, 2003 and 2004 were produced in the
print format only. From 2005 until 2011, the printed book in addition had a
CD. In course of time it was found that the printed version was a handicap
in its expeditious despatch to the Indian missions located all over the
world. Apart from the time, the cost of printing and air freighting had
become prohibitive. The e-book format has helped in eliminating the paper
and printing costs altogether. The electronic format is easily the most
expeditious to despatch, with little cost on freight, besides being a greener
option. Taking all the factors into consideration, since 2012 it is now
being produced in the electronic format only. This is also easier for
scholars to consult and is in keeping with the latest trends in book
production.

Instant communications have injected new dimensions to the very nature
of foreign relations. It is not that only the world has become globalised,
its problems too have become globalised needing cooperation on a wider
scale to find solutions to them. There is a paradigm shift in formulation of
foreign policy and its bandwidth. Foreign relations and specific issues of
policy are now subjected to greater debate and discussion both at the
executive and academic levels. The academia and Think Tanks play an
equally important role in policy formulations. The information explosion
with the extensive use of information technology and consequent
dissemination of foreign policy related information through the electronic
media and the proliferation of newspapers and other sources of
information have made the aam adami aware of what goes on in the
world and how his life is impacted by events in the global village. He
wants to be informed how the foreign policy initiatives of the government
would make his life better. He wants to be heard too. The government
today cannot take decisions behind closed doors and expect the people
to back them too. This is an onerous task that the diplomatic community
and the democratic and responsive governments have to contend with.
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India with a population of over 1.2 billion and an emerging economy has
been recognised as one of the few countries whose views are heard in
the councils of the world. The subjects which until some years ago were
not part of the foreign policy discourse, like, nuclear and thermal energy,
climate change, terrorism, financial and monetary matters, trade and
investment, science and technology, water resources etc., are in the
recent years routinely discussed both at the bilateral level and at the
inter and intra regional gatherings and multilateral conferences. India
today is a member of a large number of such organisations, like, G-20,
BRICS, IBSA, EU, ASEM, IOR, ASEAN and EAS, CICA, SAARC, NAM,
and many more. No international gathering today is complete without
the Indian presence. In finding solutions to international problems, India's
input is valued. Hence the study of Indian policies and the manner of
theirimplementation become relevant to both the diplomatic community
and the think tanks within India and abroad. The availability of its
documents in a comprehensive and easily accessible format, as in the
present series has become, critical in this respect.

The arrangement of documents in the electronic book follows the same
pattern set earlier in the printed volumes. The documents have been
arranged thematically and region-wise and arranged chronologically.
Those documents which do not fall in any particular category or deal
with multiple subjects or more than two countries have been placed in
the General list. It may be added in parenthesis that documents presented
here are not exclusively those of the Ministry of External Affairs but of
all the ministries and departments of the Government of India which
contribute in the conduct of its foreign relations.

In selecting the documents that have gone into the making of this
compendium or in adding footnotes or for the introduction, | have been
guided by the experience gained during the three-decade of my service
with the Ministry of External Affairs in various capacities. The experience
gained in the production of the earlier volumes in this series too has
been of great help. If, however, still some deficiencies or shortcomings
are noted in the book, | hold myself entirely responsible.

Avtar Singh Bhasin
New Delhi,

December 31 st, 2014.
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INDIA’S FOREIGN RELATIONS - 2013
INTRODUCTION

India in 2013 remained engaged with the international
community at several levels to promote its political, security
and economic interests. Security has, in fact, become the
dominant concern not only for India but for the whole world.
It is one issue that no single country can tackle by itself
whatever means of defence and extent of resources it may
possess. It is an intra-regional and intra-continental concern.
With means of communication and travel becoming faster and
availability of internet and mobile telephony, security has
become multi-dimensional. It is not only physical security that
is important, but cyber security assumes much greater
importance in the technological driven world of today. It is a
single point enterprise where technology and communications
converge and need cutting edge knowledge, training and
leadership to meet its challenge. The breakdown of the
established post-world war order and the conflicting interests
of the permanent members of the UNSC, the apex body,
responsible for world peace under the UN Charter, has become
victim of contradictory pulls of its members. It finds itself unable
to effectively address the problems of peace and security.
The inability of small and medium states to manage their own
security makes them vulnerable to intervention by the
powerful, and at another level, it is a challenge of securing
national sovereignty for the vulnerable states. The UNSC's
refusal to reform itself to reflect the changed world order of
the 21st century is in itself a matter of great concern to the
nations at large. In this scenario, India has managed to ensure
for itself some modicum of security from the non-state actors,
both by strengthening its physical security and through inter-
action with the states of the region and beyond. It is in this
milieu, the Indian interaction with the international community
both at the regional and bilateral levels has to be studied.
India understands the need to strengthen its economic and
social institutions as well as those of the developing countries
to provide for security. In interacting with them it lays special
emphasis on institutional security.
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I
SOUTH ASIA

South Asia, which is geographically a cohesive region, is also
the least integrated region of the world. The litmus test of
integration is whether the region is a viable area for interaction
at political, economic and social levels like the ASEAN or the
EU. Despite that the SAARC has been in existence since the
eighties of the last century. It has yet to gather enough mass
to make it viable for trade and investments to expand to enable
free flow of intra-regional trade and investments to take place.
There is an urgent need to adopt forward looking steps at
policy level collectively and separately so that the connective
tissues of a South Asian economic community begin to be
created. This would help the region to put aside its differences,
which had been its bane, within a construct aimed at
collaboration on issues of general interest or towards
achievement of a common vision of general interest. ASEAN
suggests itself as a good example of the search for stability
through architecture of regional cooperation. The South Asian
region unfortunately suffers from lack of stability in many ways.
There is social instability, economic backwardness, trade
bumps, investment impediments, and many other negative
factors, which make it difficult for the region to achieve the
aspired results ASEAN has succeeded in achieving.

Bilaterally, India ploughed on to craft goodwill and understanding
within the countries of South Asia, a region with which India's
destines are entwined. In Nepal it is the lack of consensus
among the political parties that has delayed inordinately the
constitution making and deprived its people a stable political
system. This indeed has slowed down the economic growth
and retarded meaningful economic and political interaction with
other neighbours.

The security scenario both in Pakistan and Afghanistan is a
worrying factor, particularly in the projected withdrawal of the
US defence forces from Afghanistan in 2014. Pakistan's internal
security problem spilling into Afghanistan creates political
instability for the entire South Asian region. Bangladesh
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successfully met its challenge to stability posed by the
opposition which boycotted the elections to Parliament. But
government's steadfastness paid dividends and it was possible
to conduct elections peacefully and give stability to the political
institutions. The Sheikh Hasina government also successfully
met the challenge of the Islamist fundamentalists who were
treacherous to the cause of Bangladesh liberation in 1971 and
had all these years successfully evaded justice.

India underlined its friendship with Bangladesh when President
Pranab Mukherjee chose to make Bangladesh the first country
for his foreign visits in September 2013. Foreign Secretary
Sujatha Singh too visited Dhaka shortly after taking over the
charge. A major step towards economic cooperation and
integration was taken when Prime Minister of India inaugurated
the India-Bangladesh Grid Interconnection to feed 500 MW of
power into Bangladesh system, and laid the foundation of 1320
MW thermal power project to be executed in Bangladesh as a
joint venture.

Bhutan has succeeded in its transition from a monarchical polity
to a stable popular democracy under the leadership of the His
Majesty the King. Its successful completion of its elections to
the National Assembly in July, 2013 harbingered the maturity
of its nascent political institutions. Bhutanese Prime Minister's
visit in September and Foreign Secretary's visit to Thimpu earlier
in February were highlights of a cordial and friendly year of
relationship between India and Bhutan.

The visit of Maldivian Minister of Defence and Security in April
provided an opportunity for sharing common security concerns.
Defence Minister Antony conveyed to him that "India stands
committed to enhance the ongoing defence and security
partnership with Maldives." Ongoing exchanges between the
Armed Forces of both sides in areas of training, exercises and
strengthening of infrastructure and capabilities were reviewed
by both the Ministers. It was decided to further enhance these
exchanges. Both sides agreed that there was a need to
continue to work together to tackle security concerns, in the
interests of peace and stability in the region. India was happy
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to lend a helping hand by way of advice in the successful
conduct of Presidential election in the island country.

India welcomed the elections in the Northern Province of Sri
Lanka, held for the first time after the end of the prolonged
ethnic war. The elections resulted in the victory of the Tamil
National Alliance. The External Affairs Minister paid a bilateral
visit to the island country in October and inaugurated the
Housing Project being promoted in the North with Indian
assistance for the internally displaced persons. He went to
Colombo again in November to represent the Prime Minister
at the CHOGM. The question of fishermen continued to agitate
the people on both sides of the Palk Strait. However the two
governments successfully negotiated the release and return
of fishermen whenever they were arrested for being on the
wrong side of the International maritime border. Unfortunately
it has become a perennial problem between the two countries,
but it involves the livelihood issues on both the sides.

The general elections in Pakistan which for the first time in the
history of Pakistan led to a change in the government through
a vote of the people, saw Nawaz Sharif leader of the Muslim
League (Nawaz) to the high office of prime minister for the
record third time. He promised to work with New Delhi for
better relations. Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh in his
message of felicitations conveyed India's desire to work with
the new government of Pakistan in charting a new course for
the relationship between the two countries and invited Mr.
Sharif to visit India at a mutually convenient time.

In July Nawaz Sharif sent his Special Envoy Shahryar Khan to
New Delhi where he had meetings with the Prime Minister,
NSA Shivshankar Menon and Foreign Secretary Sujatha Singh
and Satinder Lambah, Prime Minister's Special Envoy. Lambah
had himself visited Pakistan in May. Media described the visit
as only a 'reinforced signal" consonant with the imperative of
better relations.

In August the relations between the two countries had a
setback due to a number of incidents along the LOC, in which
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there were casualties on the Indian side. On top of it the
Pakistan National Assembly and the Punjab (Pak) Assembly
passed resolutions blaming and condemning the Indian army
for the LOC violations. The Indian Parliament took a strong
exception at the resolutions and rejecting them, adopted a
resolution against the Pakistani violations thereby causing
casualties on the Indian side. The Resolution said: "Our restraint
should not be taken for granted nor should the capacity of our
armed forces to ensure the territorial integrity of our nation."

The meeting between the Prime Ministers of India and Pakistan
in New York in September on the margins of the UNGA, helped
to restore some semblance of normalcy in the relations. The
two Prime Ministers tasked the Directors General Military
Operations (DGMOs) of both the sides "to suggest effective
means to restore the ceasefire and a way forward". Various
other aspects of the relationship too came up for discussion
at this meeting. Prime Minister Manmohan Singh mentioned
terrorism and the need for effective action on bringing the
perpetrators of the Mumbai attacks to book. The ASEM
Ministerial meeting in Delhi in November, which was attended
by Pakistan Foreign Affairs and National Security Adviser Sartaj
Aziz provided another opportunity to review the relations
between the two countries. December of 2013 offered yet
another opportunity for review of relations when the brother
of Pakistan Prime Minister and Chief Minister of the Punjab
Province Shahbaz Sharif came to New Delhi and held meetings
with the Indian leaders including the Prime Minister.

I1
EAST ASIA

Relations with China remained on even keel despite some
problems. Prime Minister Manmohan Singh met the new
Chinese President Xi Jinping on the sidelines of the BRICS
Summit on March 28, 2013 in Durban, within days of his taking
over the high office. Significantly in May 2013 the Li Kegiang,
the new Premier of China made his first over-sea visit to India
indicating China's goodwill toward New Delhi. The positive signs,
were somewhat impacted by the unfortunate incident which
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for a while created some misunderstanding between the two
countries. The Chinese frontier guards' violation of the boundary
in Ladakh led to a faceoff with an Indian army detachment. It
however ended amicably by the intervention of higher political
leadership, indicating Beijing's anxiety not to upset the
equilibrium in bilateral relations.

Despite persistent media reports of Chinese violations of the
Line of Actual Control (LAC) now and then, the Ministry of
External Affairs remained steadfast in its stand that in the
absence of delineation of the boundary on the ground there
were differences in the perception of the LAC of both the
countries which often created the impression of intrusion. That
these situations were amicably and peacefully settled by the
use of the existing mechanisms between the two countries
for the resolution of such situations was significant. Prime
Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh made his visit to Beijing in
October. The External Affairs Minister and the Chinese Foreign
Minister met in July in Brunei on the sidelines of the ASEAN
Summit. These meetings at the highest level kept the dialogue
between the two countries going thereby creating a fund of
goodwill. On the question of growing trade deficit between the
two countries, the Chinese were quite accommodative, and
signed a MOU to take care of this, when Premier Li came to
New Delhi in May. It is hoped it would address the widening
trade deficit between the two countries.

The visit of Defence Minister to Beijing in July and the Third
Defence Dialogue earlier in the year in January were positive
signs of developing closer relations between the Defence
establishments of the two countries. To enhance defence
cooperation, a draft of a Border Defence Cooperation
Agreement has been received from the Chinese side, which
when signed would formalize the mechanisms and procedures
to enhance mutual trust and confidence between the border
troops and facilitate the maintenance of peace and tranquillity
along the India-China border.

An India - China Media Forum was set up during the year to
enable the journalists of the two countries to interact with
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each other independently and create fund of goodwill and
understanding between the two media organisations. The first
meeting of this forum took place in New Delhi in September
2013.

The week-long and rare visit to India by the Japanese Royal
couple underlined the deepening ties between the two
countries. Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe, who took office
in December 2012, made clear his intention to boost economic
ties and investments in India. He also expanded the strategic
relationship. The 7th India-Japan Energy Dialogue took place
on September 12, 2013 in New Delhi. In May the annual summit
saw the two prime ministers meeting in Tokyo. Their talks
strengthened the mechanism of political and strategic
consultations and held out a promise of progressively
strengthening defence relations, including joint naval exercises
and collaboration in defence technology. Cooperation in high
technology, space, energy, security and rare earth minerals
would provide rich contents to the strategic partnership. The
two currency swaps offered by Japan in September and
December 2013, to the extent of US $ 50 billion, would boost
financial cooperation.

The growing closer relations between the two countries were
seen to be causing unnecessary concern to Beijing,
notwithstanding the growing relations between India and China.
Accusing Japan of attempting to forge alliances with India and
other neighbours to "encircle China" the Communist Party-
run Global Times on May 31, 2013 warned in an article written
by a Chinese scholar from an official think-tank-- the Centre
for Strategic and International Affairs, Shanghai-- that India
could get "close to Japan at its own peril". The article with
aggressive overtones outlined China's concerns over the close
developing relations between India and Japan. After the visit
of the Japanese Royal couple China said "We hope that
development of bilateral relations by the relevant countries
will be conducive to regional peace, stability and development."
China's comments are to be seen in the context of growing
tension between Japan and China on the Senkaku/ Diaoyu
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islands in East China Sea, where Beijing had declared an Air
Defence Identification Zone (ADIZ). However, the Japanese
Officials accompanying Emperor Akihito said the visit "should
not be interpreted as an attempt by Japan to counter the big
neighbour China".

During the course of the year India made particular efforts to
enhance Security and defence cooperation with the countries
of Southeast Asia. Defence Minister visited Myanmar in January
2013 and met his Myanmar counterpart Lt. Gen. Wai Lwin
when matters of defence cooperation were discussed with
reference to enhanced exchanges. In September Security
Dialogue with Korean Republic was initiated and the Korean Air
Chief was welcomed in New Delhi in November. In June India
and Singapore singed a Defence Cooperation Agreement.

III
WEST & CENTRAL ASIA

For over two decades of the independence of Central Asian
countries, India remained focused on this region to evolve
ways and means of reinforcing the centuries old bonds. India's
"Connect Central Asia" policy marked a more pro-active
approach to engaging with Central Asia. It is in fact an attempt
to re-connect in newer ways with the region.

In West Asia, India forged good working relationship with Saudi
Arabia, the largest and the richest country in the region. It
provides employment to a large number of Indian workers.
Recently when that country decided to implement is Nitagat
policy, there was some misunderstanding but it did not take
too long for India to appreciate its rationale for the Kingdom.
It was the just implementation of its domestic law which the
country was perhaps holding in abeyance for some time that
enabled a large number of foreign workers to get into the
Kingdom and take up jobs. Now that it was under pressure
from within its own labour force, the implementation of Nitagat
created a difficult situation for foreign workers. India
appreciated the need for Saudi Arabia to enforce this policy
and facilitated the repatriation of its citizens back to India. On
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May 27 the External Affairs Minister during his visit to Riyadh
told the Arab News Agency in an interview that India considers
Saudi Arabia a centre of stability in the region, adding that the
security and stability of the Gulf region and that of the Indian
subcontinent are interlinked and that bilateral security
cooperation between India and Saudi Arabia can contribute to
regional stability."

The visit of the Secretary General of the Arab League to New
Delhiin December 2013 was an important event which enabled
the External Affairs Minister to interact with him as
representative of the Arab people. The Indo-Arab Investment
summits, has become an important forum for attracting Arab
investments to India. Three such summits have so far been
held.

India believes that there is a shared and deep historical and
civilisational ties between India and the Arab world and these
have evolved collectively in our South-South cooperation.
External Affairs Minister told a Press conference in New Delhi
on December 17 that "both sides have a great deal to learn
from each other, and build firm partnerships that would have a
positive effect for our common and extended neighbourhood."

Minister Khurshid spoke of shared interests of the India and
the Arab countires. He said that "the Arab countries that lie in
our immediate extended neighbourhood and we are closely
linked in many many ways both with history, commerce and
of course community ties". He conveyed India's "steadfast
support to the Palestinian cause and expressed our support
for the role played by the League in partnering the Middle East
Peace Process towards establishment of State of Palestine
with East Jerusalem as its capital."

The de-escalation of tension between the United States and
Syria on the threatened US action on the question of use of
chemical weapons in Syria was welcomed by New Delhi. On
September 16, the Ministry of External Affairs described it "an
important step in the process". India also welcomed the 'recent
steps taken by Syria to accede to the Chemical Weapon
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Convention" which was in alignment "with India's consistent
stance of supporting the complete destruction and elimination
of chemical weapons world wide". India believes that this
development would "invigorate the peace efforts towards a
political solution to the Syrian conflict".

Even otherwise India remained engaged with the West Asian
countries. Prime Minister of Kuwait Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak
Al-Hamed Al-Sabah visited in India in October, External Affairs
Minister visited Egypt and Bahrain in December, and the Minister
of State visited Libya in April.

IV
AFRICA

In the recent past, Africa has witnessed momentous changes
in terms of peace and stability, democracy, economic growth
and improvement in social indicators. It is very encouraging to
note that out of 38 countries which met one of Millennium
Development Goals on eradication of extreme poverty and
hunger, included several African countries--Algeria, Angola,
Benin, Cameroon, Djibouti, Ghana, Malawi, Niger, Nigeria, Sao
Tome and Principe and Togo. It is significant that during the
2011-2015 period seven of the 10 fastest-growing economies
will be in Africa. Economically, thus the African continent is
marching ahead with several of its countries posting a high
growth rate and emerging as a pole in the world economy.

At the UN, during India's recent membership of the UN Security
Council in 2011-12, gave New Delhi an opportunity to project
African point of view as this body dealt with a nhumber of issues
of African concern. The issues relating to Libya, Mali, Somalia,
Sudan, South Sudan, Democratic Republic of Congo are some
the issues that can be recalled. Even otherwise India took up
issues of direct interest to Africa in various fora - issues of
economic growth and sustainable development, food and
energy security and climate change, public health, and so on -
such cross-cutting issues were constantly part of India's vision
in G-20, BRICS, IBSA and such forums. New Delhi continues
to believe that the African societies, like other societies cannot
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be re-ordered from outside through military intervention and
must decide their own future.

India was privileged to be invited to the Golden Jubilee
celebrations of the African Union in May, 2013. Vice President
of India while attending the celebrations reiterated New Delhi's
commitment to work with Africa to leverage India's strength.
The vibrant India-Africa cooperation extended beyond trade
and investment to technology transfer, knowledge sharing and
skills development. The two India-Africa Forum Summits have
taken this cooperation to new heights. The next edition of this
Summit, which was slated for 2014, now stands postponed
to 2015.

The ITEC programme providing for cooperation in skill
development and its up-gradation has in it a positive
manifestation of the South-South Cooperation.

Over 22,000 new scholarships for African Students in various
academic courses and training programmes including special
agriculture scholarships and C.V. Raman fellowships are being
utilised by African students and scholars. India has offered
more than 700 CV Raman Scientific Fellowships till 2014. India
is also working towards establishment of Virtual University to
cater to the educational needs of the African students.

The Pan African e-Network Project, set up by India giving
connectivity to the countries of Africa among themselves and
with India is a unique project to use Indian expertise in
information technology to bring benefits of healthcare and
higher education to all the countries of the continent. In trade
India is the third largest export destination for Africa. There is
a bilateral trade target of 100 bn US Dollars with Africa by
2015 going up from over 67 bn US Dollars at present. The
footprints of Indian private and public sector enterprises are
clearly visible in many African countries. The CII-EXIM Bank,
India-Africa Project Partnership Conclaves are now regular
feature. The last one had over 500 projects with investment
of 70 bn US Dollars under discussion. The future areas of
cooperation in the energy sector are renewable energy, wind
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and solar power projects. Since 2002-03 to boost industrial
development of African countries, India approved 123 Lines
of Credit, aggregating 5.9 billion US Dollars. In May 2011,
Prime Minister of India had announced a Line of Credits of 5
billion US Dollars over the next three years to Africa.

The opportunities for India-Africa cooperation in diverse sectors
are immense and vast. The unique youth outreach programme
- "INDIAAFRICA-A shared Future" invites creative exchanges
between young Africans and Indians through a multidisciplinary
contest series and a Young Visionaries Fellowship Program.
Under this concept, campus outreach programmes have been
organised in institutions across 17 African countries.

It is fervently hoped that Africa and India cooperation would
be mutually beneficial and its success augurs well both for
Africa and India in the coming years.

\"
THE UNITED STATES

India's strategic partnership with the US was strengthened
during the year as a result of developing partnership with the
US on several issues. The relations were best described by
the Prime Minister during his visit to New York and Washington
in September when he said that the "United States is one of
our most important strategic partner and during President
Obama's regime, we have taken several steps to widen and
deepen this partnership in diverse fields". He went on to describe
the US "as one of the most important partner providing
investment and technology support for India's development.”
In September 2013 the Prime Minister had his third summit
meeting with President Obama. Prime Minister was effusive
after his meeting with President Obama and said he always
believed "that India and America are indispensable partners".
During the recent years India-US cooperation expanded the
frontiers of trade and investment in technology. The bilateral
trade now stands at US$ 100 billion. American investments in
India are US$ 80 billion and they are growing despite the
slowdown in the global economy. There are contacts in various
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sectors--high technology trade, terrorism, trade and
commerce, education, health, climate change and
environment, science and technology, Defence etc. India is
looking anxiously how the situation in Afghanistan would work
out once the US troops withdraw from Afghanistan. The
Pakistani factor remains uncertain since Pakistan continues to
be the epicentre of terrorism, despite expectations that Nawaz
Sharif would like it to tone down. The role of ISI and Jahadis
remain critical.

VI
EUROPE

Europe had two high level visits from New Delhi. The President
Pranab Mukherjee visited Belgium and Turkey in October. The
Prime Minister made a bilateral visit to Germany in April and in
October to Moscow for the annual summit. In Berlin Prime
Minister attended the concluding functions of the "Days of
India in Germany" a cultural festival which lasted for two years
having been inaugurated by Chancellor Angela Merkel in May
2011. The defining feature of India-Germany relationship is
economic partnership and source of investment in both
manufacturing and infrastructure. The investment in
infrastructure sector in the next five years was estimated to
be about a trillion dollars and Germany's role becomes critical
and Prime Minister was keen on German investments with its
high level of technology. One of the most important outcomes
of the visit was the formation of the India-Germany High
Technology Group, which held its first meeting in September,
where Foreign Secretary Sujatha Singh led the Indian side.
The meeting exchanged views on strengthening trade in high
technology and on issues related to export control and non-
proliferation and preparations for the expanded second round
in 2014.

The relations with Russia remained robust and there was
interaction at all the levels as in the past including the annual
Summit meeting this time in Moscow. In April the two countries
signed a Regulation defining the functions and procedure of
the Joint Commission, which had been established by an
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agreement signed in December 2010 for cooperation in the
field of Emergency Management which would take care of
Civil Defence, Emergencies and Elimination of Consequences
of Natural Disaster etc.

The Summit in October testified to the depth, diversity and
dynamism of India-Russia cooperation. It also marked the
high degree of convergence of global developments and the
collaboration of the two countries in international forums. The
prime minister described the discussions with President Putin
as "characterised by the warmth, goodwill and trust that
permeates all aspects of our partnership." Both leaders
expressed their "satisfaction with the progress in ... bilateral
cooperation including in defence, energy, high technology trade,
investments, space, science, education, culture and tourism"
It was noted with satisfaction that the bilateral trade had grown
by 25% to reach $11 billion. Noting the importance of
Kudakulam Nuclear Power Project in Tamilnadu, satisfaction
was expressed that it would be completed early (It has since
been completed and is now critical). There is now a proposal
to launch negotiations on a free trade agreement with the
Customs Union of Russia, Kazakhstan and Belarus. Dr. Singh
was hopeful that Russia would continue to be a strong and
key partner in defence cooperation as this has moved to the
stage of joint design development and production of key
defence equipment. These were the key areas of bilateral
partnership which had the pride of place in their discussions,
beside the subjects of security, terrorism, regional and
international peace etc.

New Delhi remained connected with other European countries
too. Annual Foreign Office consultations were held with United
Kingdom and Belarus. External Affairs Minister visited Hungary
and Norway. Hungarian Prime Minister visited New Delhi.
Introduction of Cash Bonds by the UK for Visa created some
unpleasant feeling but it was resolved soon as Britain withdrew
the proposal. Avoidance of Double Taxation agreements were
signed with Macedonia and Malta.
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VII
REGIONAL & MULTILATERAL COOPERATION

The world is today afflicted by diverse problems of trade and
commerce, financial slowdown, terrorism and security,
environment and climate change, and the like which cannot
be solved by any one country individually. These problems
need collective solutions and efforts on regional or intra-
regional basis. Action at that level needs consultations and
discussions at multilateral level. Hence the need for multilateral
forums where such discussions could take place. To fulfil this
need several groupings at various levels have been formed.
Some of these groupings are the European Union, ASEAN,
East Asia Summit, BIMSTEC, ASEM, SAARC, CICA, SCO, SICA,
CELAC, SADC, ECOWAS, G.20, Conference of Parties (CoP),
WTO, SCO, Pacific Islands Forum, and GCC. These groupings
meet periodically to discuss their common problems and find
solutions which could be applied universally or selectively across
the board. Considering India's size and resources and reach, it
is now member of most of these groupings. The frequency of
their meetings in distant parts of the world, of course puts
some strains on the human resources in meeting attendance
obligations. Given the nature of the problems involved, these
obligations have to be met. Important as these meetings
are, they are no substitute for bilateral diplomacy, which has
its own obligations and are to be met. Both the multilateral as
well as bilateral diplomacy calls for personal interaction and
therefore pressure on time of the people occupying high offices.

The annual ASEAN - India Summit was held in Bandar Sri
Begawan (Brunei) in October and their foreign ministers'
meeting in November. ASEAN-India mechanisms today include
the ASEAN-India Summit and seven Meetings at the level of
Ministers for Foreign Affairs, Trade, Agriculture, Tourism,
Telecommunications, Environment and New and Renewable
Energy. There is the possibility of more dialogue mechanisms
to open up in future. ASEAN-India trade today is at USD 76
billion and there is a target of USD 100 billion by 2015 and
USD 200 billion by 2022.
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The Foreign Ministers of the Indian Ocean Rim Counties met in
Perth in November to exchange views on their common
problems and on cooperation in keeping the area free from
piracy.

ASEM Foreign Ministers met in India in November for their
11th meeting which was inaugurated by the Vice President.
The conference attended by 34 foreign ministers from Asia
and Europe and representatives of the EU had its theme:
"ASEM: Bridge to Partnership for Growth and Development"
provided opportunity for the ministers to exchange views on
a number of economic and financial issues and sustainable
development as also non-traditional security challenges".

The leaders of the G-20 countries met in St. Petersburg in
September to discuss the financial issues facing the international
community. The Prime Minister described the meeting of G-
20 "on the international plane an essay in persuasion" and
termed it 'a very successful' one. The Leaders' Declaration
and the St. Petersburg Action Plan are in line with the position
India had advocated at the meeting, the prime minister Dr.
Singh said.

The BRICS comprising Brazil, Russia, India, China and South
Africa has emerged a new yet important inter-continental
grouping to tackle the social and economic problems of their
member countries. The Leaders of the BRICS attending the
G-20 Summit in St. Petersburg held a special meeting among
themselves to consider the "continued slow pace of the
recovery, high unemployment in some of the countries and
on-going challenges and vulnerabilities in the global economy."
The foreign ministers of the BRICS too met in New York in the
same month on the sidelines of the UN General Assembly
session. The BRICS' leaders took a momentous decision to
launch a BRICS Bank at their next meeting. The meeting
confirmed that agreement reached earlier on the 100 billion
dollar currency arrangement.

The Foreign Ministers of the IBSA, which represents three of
the five BRICS countries met at the same time and at the
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same venue. They agreed to formally launch the IBSA at its
10th anniversary and exchanged their views on the
contemporary global and regional issues of mutual interest as
well as to review progress made by IBSA cooperation since its
formalisation through the Brasilia Declaration in 2003. The
ministers noted with satisfaction the consolidation of the IBSA
Dialogue Forum. It was underscored that that IBSA has
succeeded in laying strong foundation for multi-dimensional
and multi-sectoral cooperation in a wide range of areas.

In November the Foreign Ministers of RIC (Russia, India, China)
the forerunner of the BRICS met in New Delhi and reiterated
the importance attached to the Russia-India-China Trilateral
format as a platform to foster closer dialogue and practical
cooperation in identified areas among the three countries. They
expressed their resolve to strengthen the trilateral dialogue
for consultation and coordination on regional and global issues
of mutual interest in the spirit of openness, solidarity, mutual
understanding and trust.

The External Affairs Minister represented India at the Shanghai
Cooperation Organisation (SCO) held in Bishkek in September.
India is an Observer at this Organisation.

In the first decade of the 21st century, Indian economy saw
phenomenal growth touching almost double digit. Along with
India other countries of Asia too enjoyed similar robust growth.
It came to be known as the Asian Century. It is believed that
after centuries of stagnation and deprivation, Asia was once
again regaining its primacy in the global economy. While there
has been some slowdown in the economies of the world,
particularly of the developed countries since the meltdown of
2008, the Asian economies too had set back in its wake and
the GDP growth slipped but less than that of the developed
economies. The Asian economies kept their momentum as
compared to the western world, thus keeping the Asian flag
flying. In 2013 the IMF expected the advanced developed
economies to grow at only 1.2% while developing Asia grew
faster at 7.1%. The Asian region played a crucial role in driving
and stabilizing the global recovery process. In that process,
India made its own contribution.



XXX INDIA’S FOREIGN RELATIONS - 2003

The Government of India remained wedded to the concept
that while high economic growth was essential, it cannot be
an end in itself. The benefits of rapid growth must necessarily
lead to betterment in the lives of the common people. Equitable
distribution of the fruits of development requires the pursuit of
development through empowerment of people. This is the
key to inclusive growth, was the government mantra. Creation
of new productive job opportunities for the growing labour
force is the most powerful means of empowering the people.
For this purpose, skill development becomes the most potent
instrument. India being a firm believer in the benefits of regional
integration and its concomitant benefits for the all round
development of the country. To achieve those objectives though
the instrumentality of foreign policy India remained committed
to promoting deep engagement with the countries of East
and Southeast Asia and beyond. In the recent past,
Government of India has in an orientation of its foreign policy
given economic development primacy of position, making it
an enabling instrument for symbiotic relations with the partner
countries.

The 2013 was the penultimate year before the general elections
which became due in 2014. The government while on the
guards went ahead with its commitments and engaged the
partner countries. The annual summit level meetings with
Chinese, Russian and Japanese leaders were gone through.
The prime minister did not fight shy of keeping his appointment
with the US President for summit level talks to engage the
United States to India's development. The result has been
visible towards the end when the economy showed signs of
revival. But the lost time was too much to make up at the
end.



CONTENTS

CONTENTS

Document No.

001.

002.

003.

004.

005.

006.

007.

008.

009

010

011

012.

| - GENERAL

Media Briefing by Official Spokesperson.
New Delhi, January 8, 2013.

Media Briefing by Official Spokesperson on the visit of External
Affairs Minister to Paris and other issues.
New Delhi, January 8, 2013.

Keynote address by Minister of State for External Affairs
Smt. Preneet Kaur at Pravasi Bharatiya Divas.
Kochi,January 9, 2013.

Media Interaction of External Affairs Minister.
New Delhi, January 25, 2013.

Media Interaction of Official Spokesperson.
New Delhi, January 31, 2013.

Foreign Secretary’s meeting with Apex Chambers of
Commerce in New Delhi.
New Delhi, February 1, 2013.

Interview of External Affairs Minister with the
Business Standard.
New Delhi, 25 January 2013.

Address by Finance Minister P. Chidambaram on ‘India’s
National Security — Challenges and Priorities’ while delivering
the K. Subramanyam Memorial Lecture.

New Delhi, February 6, 2013.

Foreign Secretary’s interview to The Week.
February 11, 2013.

Media Briefing by Official Spokesperson.
New Delhi, February 12, 2013.

External Affairs Minister’'s speech at Global India Foundation
Conference on “Iran’s Eurasian Dynamic: Mapping Regional
and Extra-Regional Interests”.
New Delhi, February 13, 2013.

Keynote Address by Minister of State Sh. E. Ahamed at the
valedictory function for the 56th Professional Course for
Foreign Diplomats (PCFD), at the Foreign Service Institute.
New Delhi, February 14, 2013.

XXXI

Page No.

10

17
20

30

39

40

45
56

58

62

69



XXXII

013.

014.

015.

016.

017.

018.

019.

020.

021.

022.

023.

024.

INDIA’'S FOREIGN RELATIONS -

Interview of the External Affairs Minister with the Economic
Times.
New Delhi, February 18, 2013.

Meeting of the Informal Working Group on Energy Security.
New Delhi, February 20, 2013.

Address of Chief of Naval Staff: “Role of Indian Navy in
Maintaining Peace in Indian Ocean Region.”
New Delhi, March 5, 2013.

Media Interaction of Official Spokesperson.
New Delhi, March 7, 2013.

External Affairs Minister's address at the inaugural meeting
of “The Growth Net”.
New Delhi, March 10, 2013.

Media Briefing by the Official Spokesperson.
New Delhi, March 18, 2013.

Interview of External Affairs Minister with The Tribune on
Miscellaneous matters.
New Delhi, March 25, 2013.

Keynote address by Foreign Secretary at Conference of
Southern Providers- South-South Cooperation : Issues and
Emerging Challenges.

Delhi, April 15, 2013.

Speech of Finance Minister P. Chidamabarm on “The Rise
of the East: Implications for the Global Economy” Delivered
at South Asia Institute and Mahendra Centre at the
Harvard University.

Boston, April 17,2013.

Speech of the Prime Minister at the Inaugural Session of the
46th AGM of the Asian Development Bank.
New Delhi, May 4, 2013.

Address made by the Finance Minister P. Chidambaram
during the Flist Business Session of ADB Annual Meeting
of the Board of Governors at IEML.

Greater NOIDA, May 4, 2013.

Closing Address by the Chair, Board of Governors and
Alternate Governor for India Dr. Arvind Mayaram, Secretary,
Department of Economic Affairs during the concluding
Business Session of 46th ADB Annual Meeting of Board of
Governors.

New Delhi, May 5, 2013.

2003

72

73

74

86

88

98

101

108

114

121

126

129



CONTENTS XXX

025. India welcomes decision of the Arctic Council admitting it
as an Observer State. 131
New Delhi, May 15, 2013.

026. Press Release of the Ministry of External Affairs on the
meeting of Officials of the Ministry of External Affairs with
the Export promotion Councils and Business Chambers. 131
New Delhi, May 16, 2013.

027. Press Release of the Ministry of External Affairs on the
election of Roberto Carvalho de Azevédo for the post of
Director General, WTO. 133
New Delhi, May 17, 2013.

028. Prime Minister's speech on the occasion of the release of
the ‘Report to the People’. 134
New Delhi, May 22, 2013.

029. Press Release of the Ministry of Defence on the foundation
stone laying ceremony of the Indian National Defence
University. 140
New Delhi, May 23, 2014.

030. Speech of the Prime Minister at the Foundation Stone Laying
Ceremony for the Indian National Defence University at Gurgaon. 141
Gurgaon, May 23, 2013.

031. Prime Minister’s address at the Chief Ministers’ Conference
on Internal Security’. 145
New Delhi, June 5, 2013.

032. Speech by Foreign Secretary Ranjan Mathai at the
International Students’ Convocation Ceremony at
Symbiosis Institute. 149
Pune, June 8, 2013.

033. Media Briefing by Official Spokesperson on the travel of
External Affairs Minister to Norway and some other
miscellaneous questions. 156
New Delhi, June 11, 2013.

034. Media Briefing by the Official Spokesperson on some
Miscellaneous matters. 164
New Delhi, June 21, 2013.

035. Inaugural Address by External Affairs Minister at the Passport

Seva Divas and Passport Officers’ Conference — 2013'. 167
New Delhi, June 24, 2013.
036. Weekly Media Briefing by Official Spokesperson. 171

New Delhi, June 28, 2013.



XXXIV

037.

038.

039.

040.

041.

042.

043.

044.

045.

046.

047.

048.

INDIA’S FOREIGN RELATIONS -

External Affairs Minister’s interview to the Statesman.
New Delhi, June 29, 2013.

Press Release of the Ministry of External Affairs
announcing the appointment of Ambassador Smt. Sujatha
Singh as the next Foreign Secretary.

New Delhi, July 2, 2013.

Press Release of the Ministry of Home Affairs on the steps
to combat terrorism.
New Delhi, July 2, 2013.

Media briefing by Official Spokesperson.
New Delhi, July 3, 2013.

Speech by National Security Advisor Shivshankar Menon
at Fourth International Meeting of High Level Officials
Responsible for Security.

Vladivostok, July 4, 2013.

Foreign Secretary’s speech at the launch of MEA's smart
phone Mobile Application ‘MEAIndia’.
New Delhi, July 29, 2013.

Remarks by Foreign Secretary on the occasion of
Presentation of Green Building Certification to Jawaharlal
Nehru Bhawan.

New Delhi, July 30, 2013.

First Media Interaction of Foreign Secretary after taking
over charge of the office of Foreign Secretary in the
Ministry of External Affairs.

New Delhi, August 1, 2013.

Press Release issued by the Ministry of Overseas Indian Affairs
regarding protection of Interest and Welfare of

Overseas Indian Workers.

New Delhi, August 22, 2013.

Address of Prime Minister at the conferment of the Indira
Gandhi Prize for Peace, Disarmament and Development on
Liberian President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf.

New Delhi, September 12, 2013.

Speech of National Security Advisor Shivshanakr Menon at the
Institute of Defence Studies and Analysis on ‘Kautilya’s Arthashastr’.
New Delhi, October 8, 2013.

Speech by P. Chidambaram, Finance Minister, at the
Carnegie Endowment for International Peace on
Recapturing India’s Growth Momentum.

October 11, 2013.

2003

181

185

186

188

194

198

200

202

204

205

207

210



CONTENTS XXXV

049. Vice President Addresses on “Effective Political
Structure-A Critical Ingredient to Operationalize National
Security Strategy”. 215
New Delhi, October 14, 2013.

050. Speech of the Vice President at the Oxford Centre for
Islamic Studies on “Identity and Citizenship: An Indian
Perspective”. 222
Oxford, November 1, 2013.

051. Highlights of Prime Minister's address at the Annual
Conclave of Indian Ambassadors/High Commissioners
abroad. 231
New Delhi, November 4, 2013.

052. Vice President Inaugurates Fourth Biennial Conference of
Asian Society of International Law. 232
New Delhi, November 14, 2013.

053. Second South Asian Diaspora Convention at the Institute of
South Asian Studies, National University of Singapore. 237
21st November, 2013.

054. Excerpts of address by the Prime Minister at the Combined
Commanders’ Conference. 245
New Delhi, November 22, 2013.

055. Interview of External Affairs Minister with a TV channel -
CNBC-TV18. 249
New Delhi, November 28, 2013.

056. Speech by President Pranab Mukherjee to the members
of the Arunachal Legislative Assembly. 261
Itanagar, November 29, 2013.

057. Inaugural Address by the Prime Minister at the 8th Asia
Gas Partnership Summit. 266
New Delhi, December 3, 2013.

058. Media Briefing by Official Spokesperson on the visit of
Secretary General of the Arab League and other
miscellaneous matters. 268
New Delhi, December 13, 2013.

Il - MULTILATERAL COOPERATION
059. Statement by Minister of State E. Ahamed at 12th ACD

Foreign Ministers Meeting in Manama, Bahrain. 281
Manama (Bahrain), November 25, 2013.



XXXVI

060.

061.

062.

063.

064.

065.

066.

067.

068.

069.

070.

071.

072.

INDIA’S FOREIGN RELATIONS - 2003

Keynote address of External Affairs Minister at the
Inaugural Session of Delhi Dialogue — V.
New Delhi, February 19, 2013.

15th ASEAN-India Senior Officials Meeting.
New Delhi, February 21, 2013.

Valedictory Address by Secretary (East) at the Asian
Relations Conference 1V: ‘Geopolitics of the Indo-Pacific
Region: Asian Perspectives’.

New Delhi, March 22, 2013.

Speech of External Affairs Minister at the launch of
ASEAN-India Centre.
New Delhi, June 21, 2013.

Inauguration of the ASEAN-India Centre by External
Affairs Minister.
New Delhi, June 21, 2013.

Press Release issued by the Ministry of External Affairs
on the signing of the Headquarter Agreement between the
Ministry of External Affairs and the Nalanda Univeristy.
New Delhi, June 28, 2013.

Opening Remarks by the External Affairs Minister at the
ASEAN-India Foreign Ministers’ meeting.
Bandar Seri Begawan, July 1, 2013.

Remarks by the External Affairs Minister at the 11th

ASEAN-India Foreign Ministers’ Meeting in Brunei Darussalam.

Bandar Seri Begawan, July 1, 2013.

Media Briefing by External Affairs Minister In Brunei
Darussalam.
Bandar Seri Begawan, July 1, 2013.

Intervention by the External Affairs Minister on “Exchange
of views on regional and international issues” at 20th
ASEAN Regional Forum (ARF) meeting.

Bandar Seri Begawan (Brunei Darussalam), July 2, 2013.

Chairman’s Statement of the 3rd East Asia Summit Foreign
Ministers’ Meeting.
Bandar Seri Begawan (Brunei Darussalam), July 3, 2013.

Press Release of the Ministry of Defence on the Second
ASEAN Defence Ministers’ Plus Meeting.
Bandar Seri Begawan, August 29, 2013.

Address by the External Affairs Minister at the inaugural
session of 2nd ASEAN-India Network of Think Tanks (AINTT)
Conference.

Vientiane (Laos), September 10, 2013.

284

288

291

295

299

300

302

304

309

315

319

328

332



CONTENTS XXXVII

073. Media Briefing by Secretary(East) on the Prime Minister’s
visits to Brunei and Indonesia. 337
New Delhi, October 7, 2013

074. Information Sheet on ASEAN-India Strategic Partnership,
East Asia Summit and Bilateral Visit to Indonesia. 351
October 7, 2013.

075. Statement by the Prime Minister prior to departure for
Brunei and Indonesia. 355
New Delhi, October 8, 2013.

076. Opening Statement by Prime Minister at 11th India-ASEAN
Summit. 357
Bandar Seri Begawan (Brunei Darussalam), October 10, 2013.

077. Statement by the Prime Minister at 8th East Asia Summit. 360
Bandar Seri Begawan (Brunei Darussalam), October 10, 2013.
078. Media Briefing on multilateral conferences-ASEM & CHOGM. 363

New Delhi, November 9, 2013.

079. Inaugural Address by Vice President at 11th ASEM Foreign
Ministers’ Meeting. 375
New Delhi, November 11, 2013.

080. Opening remarks by External Affairs Minister at the Press
Conference on conclusion of 11th ASEM Foreign Ministers’

Meeting. 378
New Delhi (NCR),November 12, 2013.
081. Chair's Statement on the ASEM Foreign Ministers’ Meeting. 381

NCR-Delhi, November 12, 2013.
082. Media Briefing by National Security Advisor after BRICS

Meeting of High Representatives on National Security. 392
New Delhi, January 10, 2013.
083. Prime Minister’'s statement prior to his departure for South Africa. 399

New Delhi, March 25, 2013.

084. Prime Minister's statement on his arrival at King Shaka
International Airport, Durban for the 5th BRICS Summit. 400
March 25, 2013.

085. Statement by the Prime Minister at the BRICS Leaders

Africa Dialogue Forum. 401
March 27, 2013.
086. 5th BRICS Summit - eThekwini Declaration and Action Plan. 403

eThekwini, March 27, 2013.

087. Onboard media interaction with Prime Minister on March
28, 2013 on return from BRICS Summit. 418
March 28, 2013.



XXXV

088.

089.

090.

091.

092.

093.

094.

095.

096.

097.

098.

099.

100.

101.

Prime Minister's Statement to the Media after the Plenary
Session of the 5th BRICS Summit.
Durban, March 27, 2013.

BRICS Media Note on the informal meeting of BRICS
Leaders ahead of the G20 Summit in St. Petersburg.
St. Petersburg, September 5, 2013.

Media Briefing by Foreign Secretary in St. Petersburg on
BRICS Informal Meeting on the Sidelines of G20 Summit.
St. Petersburg, September 6, 2013.

Joint Press Statement on the meeting of BRICS Foreign
Ministers on the margins of the 68th session of the United
Nations General Assembly.

New York, September 26, 2013.

Media briefing on Multilateral Conferences - ASEM & CHOGM.
New Delhi, November 9, 2013.

Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting (CHOGM) Declaration.

15-17 November, 2013.

Remarks by External Affairs Minister Salman Khurshid at
the Valedictory Session of Delhi Sustainable Development
Summit.

New Delhi, February 5, 2013.

Joint Statement issued at the Conclusion of the 14th
BASIC Ministerial Meeting on Climate Change Chennai, India.
16 Feb 2013.

Speech of Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh at the 4th
Clean Energy Ministerial Conference.
New Delhi, April 17, 2013.

Media report that India has opposed signing a piecemeal
Global Climate Treaty.
September 19, 2013.

Media report on BASIC Ministers call for specifics on funds
to mitigate Climate Change.
October 30, 2013.

Media Briefing by Deputy Chairman of Planning Commission
on G20 Summit.
New Delhi, September 2, 2013.

Statement by the Prime Minister prior to his departure for the
St. Petersburg Summit.
New Delhi, September 4, 2013.

Media Interaction by Secretary, Department of Economic
Affairs on Prime Minister’s Special Flight on way to

St. Petersbburg.

September 5, 2013.

INDIA’S FOREIGN RELATIONS - 2003

421

423

424

434

436

437

441

444

450

455

457

458

476

477



CONTENTS XXXIX

102. Prime Minister’s address at the St. Petershurg G-20 Summit. 488
St. Petersburg, September 05, 2013.

103. Intervention of the Prime Minister in the Second Working
Session of the St. Petersburg G-20 Summit. 494
St. Petersburg, September 6, 2013.

104 Media Briefing by Deputy Chairman, Planning Commission
at the G20 Leaders’ Summit. 496
St. Petersburg, September 6, 2013.

105. Media Briefing by Foreign Secretary and Secretary,
Department of Economic Affairs in St. Petersburg on

G20 Leaders’ Summit Outcome and Bilaterals. 510
September 6, 2013.
106. G20 LEADERS’ DECLARATION Summit. 519

St. Petersburg, September 5-6 , 2013.

107 Prime Minister’s on-board briefing en route from
St. Petersburg G20 Summit. 560
St. Petersburg, September 7, 2013.

108 Speech of Finance Minister at the International Conference
on 'Governance and Development: Views From G20
Countries' Organised by ICRIER. 564
New Delhi, September 18, 2013.

109 Media Briefing by the Official Spokesperson on the visit of
External Affairs Minister Salman Khurshid to Almaty for the
"Heart of Asia Ministerial Conference". 568
New Delhi, April 23, 2013.

110 Statement by External Affairs Minister at Istanbul Process
meeting in Almaty. 570
Almaty, April 26, 2013.

111 IBSA Statement on Middle East Peace Process. Joint
Communiqué on the sidelines of 68th UNGA.
August 23, 2013. 572

112 IBSA Joint Communiqué on the sidelines of 68th UNGA. 573
New York, September 25, 2013.

113 India-Mauritius Co-host IOR-ARC Economic abd Business
Conference on Economic and Business Conference. 578
New Delhi, Jul 4, 2013.

114 Press Communiqué on the IOR ARC Economic and Business

Conference. 580
New Delhi, July 5, 2013.
115 Media Briefing by Official Spokesperson. 583

New Delhi, October 31, 2013.



XL

116

117

118

119

120

121

122

123

124.

125.

126.

127.

INDIA’S FOREIGN RELATIONS - 2003

Declaration of the Indian Ocean Rim Association on the
principles for peaceful, productive and sustainable use of
the Indian Ocean and its resource.

Perth, November 6, 2013.

Perth Communiqué-13th Meeting of the Council of Ministers
of the Indian Ocean Rim Association.
Perth, November 6, 2013.

Joint Communiqué of the 12th Meeting of Foreign Ministers
of Russia-India-China.
New Delhi, November 10, 2013.

Media briefing by Official Spokesperson on the Shanghai
Cooperation Organisation Summit.
New Delhi, September 10, 2013.

Media Interaction of the External Affairs Minister with the
media at the Shanghai Cooperation Organisatoiom (SCO).
Bishkek, (Kyrgyz Republic), September 12, 2013.

Statement by the External Affairs Minister at the SCO Summit- 2013.

Bishkek, September 1 3 2013.

Foreign Secretary Smt. Sujatha Singh leads Indian Delegation
at the SCO Heads of Government Summit.
Tashkent, November 29, 2013.

Statement by Foreign Secretary at the SCO - Council of Heads of
Government Meeting at Tashkent.
November 29, 2013.

Il - CIVIL NUCLEAR ENERGY

Press Interaction of Foreign Secretary and DG, IAEA.
New Delhi, March 13, 2013.

Statement by Dr. R.K. Sinha, Chairman, Atomic Energy
Commission, and Secretary to the Government of India,
Department of Atomic Energy, at the 2013 IAEA
International Ministerial Conference on Nuclear Power in
the 21st Century held at St. Petersburg, Russian Federation.
St. Petersburg, June 27-29, 2013

Press Release on meeting between India and the Nuclear
Suppliers Group(NSG) Troika.
Vienna, July 1, 2013.

International Atomic Energy Agency 57th General
Conference, Vienna,
18 September 2013

590

593

597

605

608

617

621

622

629

635

639

640



CONTENTS

128.

129.

130.

131.

132.

133.

134.

135.

136.

137.

138.

139.

Statement issued by Department of Atomic Energy in
response to media reports on Nuclear Power Projects.
New Delhi, September 19, 2013.

Statement by External Affairs Minister at the High Level

Meeting of the General Assembly on Nuclear Disarmament.

New York, September 26, 2013.

IV - ASIA
(I) SOUTH ASIA

Second India-Afghanistan-United States Trilateral Dialogue.

New Delhi, February 18, 2013.

Second India-Afghanistan-United States Trilateral
Dialogue: Chairman’s Statement.
New Delhi, February 19, 2013.

Question in the Lok Sabha on the ‘Agreement with
Russia on Afghanistan’.
New Delhi, March 20, 2013.

Press Release issued by the President’s Secretariat on the
call by Afghan President on President Pranab Mukherjee.
New Delhi, May 21, 2013.

Media Briefing by the Official Spokesperson on some
aspects of relations with Afghanistan and Saudi Arabia.
New Delhi, May 22, 2013.

Press Release of the Ministry of External Affairs on the
visit of Afghan President Karzai.
New Delhi, May 23, 2013.

Statement by Official Spokesperson in response to a
question on the opening of the Taliban Office in Qatar.
New Delhi, June 21, 2013.

Official Spokesperson’s response to a media query about
the visit of the Minister of Education of Afghanistan.
New Delhi, June 27, 2013.

Response of the Official Spokesperson to a question on the
attack on the Consulate General of India in Jalalabad.
New Delhi, August 3, 2013.

Press Release of the Ministry of External Affairs on the
visit of President of Afghanistan to India.
New Delhi, December 12-15, 2013.

XLI

647

649

657

657

658

660

661

667

669

670

670

671



XLII INDIA’S FOREIGN RELATIONS -

140. Foreign Secretary’s Remarks to Media.
Dhaka, February 10, 2013.

141. Joint Press Interaction of External Affairs Minister and
Foreign Minister of Bangladesh in Dhaka.
Dhaka, February 16, 2013.

142. External Affairs Minister's media statement following the
2nd meeting of the India-Bangladesh Joint Consultative
Commission.

Dhaka, February 16, 2013.

143. MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN THE
GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF INDIA AND THE
GOVERNMENT OF THE PEOPLE’'S REPUBLIC OF
BANGLADESH FOR DEVELOPMENT OF RAILWAY
INFRASTRUCTURE TO ESTABLISH RAIL LINK BETWEEN
AGARTALA (INDIA) AND AKHAURA (BANGLADESH).

143-A PROTOCOL AMENDING THE CONVENTION BETWEEN THE
GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF INDIA AND THE
GOVERNMENT OF THE PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF
BANGLADESH FOR THE AVOIDANCE OF DOUBLE TAXATION
AND THE PREVENTION OF FISCAL EVASION WITH RESPECT
TO TAXES ON INCOME.

143-B Memorandum of Understanding Between the Government of
the Republic of India and the Government of the People’s
Republic of Bangladesh for the Establishment of the India-
Bangladesh Foundation.

144. Joint Statement on the Second meeting of the Joint
Consultative Commission between Bangladesh and India.
Dhaka, February 16, 2013.

145. Media Interaction of External Affairs Minister in Dhaka.
Dhaka, February 18, 2013.

146. Media Briefing by Foreign Secretary on the President’s
Forthcoming Visit to Bangladesh.
New Delhi, March 1, 2013.

147. President Pranab Mukherjee’s interview to The Independent
on the eve of his State visit to Bangladesh.
New Delhi, March 3, 2013.

148. Speech of President Pranab Mukherjee accepting the
Bangladesh “Liberation War Honour” and his speech at the
Banquet hosted in his honour by the Bangladesh President.
Dhaka, March 4, 2013.

2003

674

675

678

681

688

692

697

703

713

724

727



CONTENTS

149.

150.

151.

152.

153.

154.

155.

156.

157.

158.

159.

160.

161.

Convocation Address and Acceptance Speech of President
Pranab Mukherjee at the ceremony conferring the Doctor
of Law Honoris Causa on him by the University of Dhaka.
Dhaka, March 4, 2013.

Media Briefing by Foreign Secretary in Dhaka on the
ongoing State Visit of President to Bangladesh.
Dhaka, March 4, 2013.

Remarks by President of India during his visit to Kumudini.
Dhaka, March 5, 2013.

On board Media Interaction of President en route from Dhaka.
March 6, 2013.

Press Release issued by the Ministry of Information &
Broadcasting on the meeting between the Ministers of
Information and Broadcasting of India and Bangladesh.
New Delhi, April 11, 2013.

Official Spokesperson’s response to question on explosion
near High Commissioner’s vehicle in Bangladesh
New Delhi, April 13, 2013.

Joint Communiqué issued at the end of the 14th meeting of
the Home Secretaries of India and Bangladesh.
New Delhi, July 22, 2013.

Remarks by Prime Minister at the Inauguration of India-
Bangladesh Grid Interconnection, Bheramara & Laying of
Foundation Stone of Thermal Power Project, Rampal,
Bangladesh (The inauguration was performed through video
conferencing from New Delhi).

New Delhi, October 5, 2013.

Statement by Foreign Secretary at the meeting with Editors
in Dhaka.
Dhaka, December 4, 2013.

Interaction of Foreign Secretary with Bangladesh Media in Dhaka.

Dhaka, December 5, 2013.

Interview of Foreign Secretary Ranjan Mathai to Bhutanese
Daily Kuensel.
New Delhi, February 3, 2013.

Message of Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh to the
Bhutan PDP leaders on the success of their party in the
Bhutan’s general elections.

New Delhi, July 14, 2013.

Extract relevant to Bhutan from the Media briefing by Official
Spokesperson.
New Delhi, July 15, 2013.

XL

732

738

749

751

754

756

757

760

763

765

774

777

778



XLIV

162.

163.

164.

165.

166.

167.

168.

169.

170.

171.

172.

173.

174.

175.

INDIA’S FOREIGN RELATIONS - 2003

Information supplied to the Lok Sabha on Bilateral Relations
with Bhutan in answer to a question. 779
New Delhi, August 7, 2013.

Joint Press Statement on the Visit of Prime Minister of Bhutan to
India. 779
New Delhi, August 31, 2013.

Press Release issued by the Ministry of Defence on cooperation
in Defence between India and Maldives. 781
New Delhi, April 15, 2013.

Press Release on the visit of External Affairs Minister Salman
Khurshid to Nepal and Fact Sheet on Nepal. 782
New Delhi, July 9, 2013.

Press statement on the situation in Maldives. 785
New Delhi, February 13, 2013.

External Affairs Minister’s telephonic discussion with the Foreign
Minister of Maldives. 786
New Delhi, February 15, 2013.

Official Spokesperson’s response on former President Nasheed
leaving the Indian High Commission in Male. 787
New Delhi, February 23, 2013.

Response of Official Spokesperson to the arrest of the former
President of Maldives. 788
New Delhi, March 5, 2013.

Response of the Official Spokesperson to a question in connection
with the Presidential Elections in Maldives. 788
New Delhi, August 30, 2013.

Response of the Official Spokesperson to a question on Presidential
Elections in Maldives. 790
New Delhi, Septe mber 9, 2013.

Official Spokesperson’s response to media queries regarding the
recent developments related to the Presidential elections in Maldives. 791
September 18, 2013.

Official Spokesperson’s response to queries regarding recent developments
related to Presidential elections in Maldives. 792
New Delhi, September 24, 2014.

Declaration of Verdict on Presidential Election by the Supreme
Court of Maldives. 793
New Delhi, October 10, 2013.

Press Statement of the Government of India on the Presidential
elections in Maldives. 794
New Delhi, October 19, 2013.



CONTENTS

176.

177.

178.

179.

180.

181.

182.

183.

184.

185.

186.

187.

188.

189.

190.

Prime Minister congratulates Mr Abdulla Yameen Abdul Gayoom,
newly elected President of the Republic of Maldives.
November 18, 2013.

Press Release of the Ministry of Defence on strengthening the
Defence relations with Maldives.
New Delhi, December 12, 2013.

Prime Minister congratulates Chairman Regmi of Nepal.
New Delhi, March 14, 2013.

Press Statement on behalf of the Government of India on
formation of new Interim Election Government in Nepal.
New Delhi, March 14, 2013.

Government of India’s Statement on the successful conduct of
free and fair elections in Nepal.
New Delhi, November 19, 2013.

Cease fire violation across the Line of Control.
New Delhi, January 8, 2013.

India summons Pakistan High Commissioner and lodges
a strong protest on the actions of Pakistan army.
New Delhi, January 9, 2013.

Media Interaction of External Affairs Minister responding to a
crisis across the Line of Control.
New Delhi, January 9, 2013.

Official Spokesperson’s briefing.
New Delhi, January 11, 2013.

Statement by External Affairs Minister on the killing of two Indian
soldiers in the Mendhar sector of LoC.
New Delhi, January 15, 2013.

Media briefing by External Affairs Minister.
New Delhi, January 15, 2013.

Interview of the External Affairs Minister with the Asian Age.
New Delhi, January 20, 2013.

Resolution moved in Lok Sabha rejects the resolution passed
by the National Assembly of Pakistan.
New Delhi, March 15, 2013.

Award of the Court of Arbitration at the Hague on Kishenganga
Hydro-Electric Project.
New Delhi, February 18, 2013.

Interview of External Affairs Minister to the TV channel CNN-IBN.
New Delhi, January 17, 2013.

XLV

795

796

798

799

799

800

801

801

805

808

809

811

814

814

815



XLVI INDIA’S FOREIGN RELATIONS - 2003

191. Media Interaction of External Affairs Minister. 818
New Delhi, January 22, 2013.

192. External Affairs Minister’s interview to Outlook. 821
New Delhi, January 26, 2013.

193. Official Spokesperson’s response to a query on the statement
by Foreign Minister of Pakistan at OIC. 826
New Delhi, February 8, 2013.

194. External Affairs Minister's media byte after meeting the Prime
Minister of Pakistan. 826
Ajmer, March 9, 2013.

195. Extract relevant to Pakistan from the Interview of External Affairs
Minister with The Tribune. 827
New Delhi, March 25, 2013.

196. Prime Minister condoles the loss of lives in the earthquake
in Pakistan. 829
New Delhi, April 17, 2013.

197. Joint Statement on Sixth meeting of the India-Pakistan Judicial
Committee on Prisoners to Pakistan. 830
Lahore, April 30, 2013.

198. Passing away of Sarabjit Singh in Lahore Jail. Official Spokesperson’s
response to question on Shri Sarabijit Singh. 834
New Delhi, May 1, 2013.

199. Response of the Official Spokesperson to query on the incident
involving a Pakistani prisoner. 839
New Delhi, May 3, 2013.

200. Official Spokesperson’s response to a query on the demise of
Pakistani prisoner Sanaullah Ranjay. 840
New Delhi, May 9, 2013.

201. Felicitations of Prime Minister on the victory of Nawaz Sharif in
Pakistan’s elections. 841
New Delhi, May 12, 2013.

202. Press Release issued by the Prime Minister’s Office on the meeting
of Prime Minister’s Special Envoy with the Pakistan Prime Minister
Nawaz Sharif. 842
New Delhi, May 27, 2013.

203. Response of the Official Spokesperson to a question on the Visit
of Pakistan Prime Minister’s Special Envoy Ambassador
Shahryar Khan. 843
New Delhi, July 5, 2013.



CONTENTS

204.

205.

206.

207.

208.

2009.

210.

211.

212.

213.

214.

215.

Su Moto Statement in Parliament by Defence Minister A.K. Antony
on the ambush incident on the Line of Control in J&K.
New Delhi, August 6, 2013.

Second Suo Moto Statement in the Lok Sabha by Defence Minister
on Unprovoked attack on our Troops on our Side of Line of Control.
New Delhi, August 8, 2013.

Media briefing by Official Spokesperson.
New Delhi, August 13, 2013.

Text of the Resolution passed by the Parliament against Pakistan
on LoC killings.
New Delhi, August 14, 2013.

Information supplied to the Rajya Sabha by the Ministry of
Commerce & Industry on India’s trade with Pakistan.
New Delhi, August 14, 2013.

Media Interaction of External Affairs Minister on his informal meeting
with Sartaj Aziz, Advisor to the Prime Minister of Pakistan on National
Security and Foreign Affairs.

New Delhi, September 13, 2013.

Prime Minister Condemns Terrorist Attack in Peshawar.
New Delhi, September 22, 2013.

Statement by Prime Minister condemning the terrorist attack on
Hiranagar Police Station and the Army camp at Samba in Jammu
and Kashmir.

New Delhi, September 26, 2013.

Media Briefing by National Security Advisor on Meeting between
Prime Ministers of India and Pakistan.
New York, September 29, 2013.

Official Spokesperson’s response to Pakistan Foreign Office
Statement that Pakistan requires evidence in 26/11 case.
New Delhi, October 26, 2013.

Media Briefing by Official Spokesperson on the meeting of
External Affairs Minister with Foreign Affairs and National
Security Adviser of Pakistan Mr. Sartaj Aziz on the sidelines
of ASEM Foreign Ministers’ Meeting.

Delhi-NCR, November 12, 2013.

Official Spokesperson’s response to a question on Resolutions
adopted during the 40th Session of the Council of Foreign
Ministers of OIC.

New Delhi, December 13, 2013.

XLVII

844

846

847

852

854

855

857

858

859

869

869

872



XLV

216.

217.

218.

2109.

220.

221.

222.

223.

224.

225.

226.

227.

INDIA’S FOREIGN RELATIONS -

Press Release of the Ministry of Commerce and Industry on the
meeting of Commerce Minister Anand Sharma with the Chief
Minister of Punjab (Pakistan) Shahbaz Sharif.

New Delhi, December 13, 2013.

Joint Media Interaction of External Affairs Minister and Sri Lankan
Minister of External Affairs.
New Delhi, January 22, 2013.

External Affairs Minister’s remarks to media at the 8th Session of
India-Sri Lanka Joint Commission Meeting.
New Delhi, January 22, 2013.

List of agreements signed at the Eight India-Sri Lanka Joint
Commission Meeting.
New Delhi, January 22, 2013.

Statement in Rajya Sabha by External Affairs Minister, in
response to Calling Attention Notice tabled by Dr. V. Maitreyan,
MP, Rajya Sabha and others regarding “Plight of Tamils in

Sri Lanka”.

New Delhi, February 27, 2013.

Suo-Moto Statement by External Affairs Minister in Lok Sabha
on the apprehension of Indian Fishermen by Sri Lankan Navy.
New Delhi, March 14, 2013.

External Affairs Minister’'s Statement in Rajya Sabha on Agitation by
Students in Tamil Nadu.
New Delhi, March 15, 2013.

Statement on recent incidents involving Sri Lankans in Tamil Nadu.
New Delhi, March 19, 2013.

Intervention in the United Nations Human Rights Council under
Agenda Item: 2 on the Resolution on Promoting Reconcilation
and Accountability in Sri Lanka.

Geneva, March 21, 2013.

Information supplied by the Ministry of Defence to Lok Sabha
in reply to a question on the attacks on Indian fishermen by the
Sri Lanka Navy.

New Delhi, April 22, 2013.

Response of official Spokesperson to a question on the visit
of delegation from Tamil National Alliance (TNA), Sri Lanka
to India.

New Delhi, June 18, 2013.

Press Release of the Ministry of External Affairs on the visit
of National Security Adviser to Sri Lanka.
New Delhi, July 9, 2013.

2003

873

874

881

884

884

890

893

894

894

896

897

898



CONTENTS

228.

229.

230.

231.

232.

233.

234.

235.

236.

237.

238.

239.

Outcome Document of the Second NSA-Level Meeting on
Trilateral Cooperation on Maritime Security between India,
the Maldives and Sri Lanka.

Colombo, July 9, 2013.

Extract relevant to Nuclear cooperation between India and
Sri Lanka from the Media briefing by Official Spokesperson.
New delhi, July 15, 2013.

Government of India Statement on release of Fishermen.
New Delhi, August 7, 2013.

Statement in Rajya Sabha by Salman Khurshid Minister of
External Affairs regarding “Repeated Attacks on Indian
fishermen by Sri Lankan Navy”.

New Delhi, August 22, 2013.

Gocverment of India Statement on the elections to the
Northern Provincial Elections in Sri Lanka.
New Delhi, September 24, 2013.

Media Statement by External Affairs Minister and Joint Media
Interaction with the Sri Lankan Foreign Minister.
Colombo, October 7, 2013.

Remarks by External Affairs Minister at the Ceremony for
Distribution of Certificates to Beneficiaries of the Indian
Housing Project and Small Business Enterprises in the
Northern Province of Sri Lanka.

Jaffna, October 8, 2013.

List of agreements signed during the visit of External Affairs
Minister to Sri Lanka (October 7-8, 2013).
New Delhi, October 7, 2013.

Interview of External Affairs Minister to NDTV on board his
special flight en-route to Sri Lanka to participate in CHOGM 2013.
November 13, 2013.

Media interaction of External Affairs Minister onboard his
special flight to Colombo to attend the CHOGM and other issues.

November 13, 2013.

(I) SOUTH EAST, EAST ASIA & PA CIFIC

Transcript of the Joint Media Interaction of External Affairs
Minister and Australian Foreign Minister.
New Delhi, January 21, 2013.

Joint Statement Issued on the Visit of Defence Minister A.K Antony
to Australia.
Canberra, June 5, 2013.

XLIX

900

903

904

906

908

909

915

918

920

923

929

936



240.

241.

242.

243.

244,

245.

246.

247.

248.

249.

250.

251.

252.

INDIA’S FOREIGN RELATIONS -

Press Release issued by the Ministry of Defence regarding the
Indo-Australian Joint Naval Exercise.
New Delhi, August 5, 2013.

Documents signed during the visit of Foreign Minister of Australia
to India.
November 18, 2013.

Joint Media Interaction of External Affairs Minister and Australian
Foreign Minister.
New Delhi, November 19, 2013.

Press Release on the Third Annual India — China Defence Dialogue.
Beijing, January 114, 2013.

Response of Official Spokesperson to a question on the Brahmaputra
River.
New Delhi, January 31, 2013.

Question in the Lok Sabha on “Construction of new Dams by China”.
New Delhi, February 27, 2013.

Press Release issued by the Ministry of Defence on the information
given to Lok Sabha on India-China Joint Military Exercises.
New Delhi, March 11, 2013.

Press Release issued by the Ministry of Defence on the on the
talks between the Chinese and Indian officials on Defence
Cooperation.

New Delhi, March 22, 2013.

Extract relevant to the reported Chinese intrusion into Indian
territory in Ladakh from the Media Briefing by the Official
Spokesperson.

New Delhi, April 23, 2013.

Extract relevant to China from the media briefing by the official
spokesperson.
New Delhi, May 2, 2013.

Extracts relevant to Chinese intrusions from the Media Briefing
by the Official Spokesperson.
Beijing, May 2, 2013.

Official Spokesperson’s response to a query on situation on
Line of Actual Control between India and China.
New Delhi, May 6, 2013.

External Affairs Minister’s interview to Chinese Media in India
ahead of his visit to China from May 9-10, 2013.
New Delhi, May 9, 2013.

2003

939

939

940

947

948

948

950

950

951

959

961

962

964



CONTENTS

253. External Affairs Minister's media briefing on his visit to China.
New Delhi, May 11, 2013.

254. Media Briefing by the Official Spokesperson on the visit of
Chinese Premier to India, Prime Minister’s visit to Japan and
Thailand and External Affairs Minister to Saudi Arabia.

New Delhi, May 14, 2013.

255. Media Briefing on the Visit of Chinese Premier to India.
New Delhi, May 18, 2013.

256. Media Statements by Prime Minister of India and Chinese
Premier in New Delhi.

New Delhi, May 20, 2013.

257. Transcript of Media Briefing by Official Spokesperson and
Indian Ambassador to China on Chinese Premier’s ongoing
visit to India.

New Delhi, May 20, 2013.

258. Joint Statement on the State Visit of Chinese Premier Li
Kegiang to India.

New Delhi, May 20, 2013.

259. Press Release issued by the Ministry of Commerce on the
India-China MOUs to address concerns on trade deficit.
New Delhi, May 20, 2013.

260. Press Release issued by the Presidents Secretariat on the
call by the Chinese Premier on the President.

New Delhi, May 21, 2013.

261. 16th Round of Talks between the Special Representatives of
India and China on the Boundary Question.

Beijing, June 29, 2013.

262. Media interaction by External Affairs Minister and Chinese
Foreign Minister in Brunei Darussalam.

July 2, 2013.

263. Press Release issued by the Ministry of Defence on the talks
between Defence Minister A. K. Antony and the Chinese
leaders in Beijing.

New Delhi, July 5, 2013.

264. joint Statement issued at the end of Defence Minister A.K. Antony’s

visit to China.
Beijing, July 6, 2013.
265. Third meeting of the Working Mechanism for Consultations and

Coordination (WMCC) on India-China BorderTalks.
New Delhi, July 24, 2013.

LI

971

989

997

1003

1009

1017

1027

1028

1029

1032

1033

1034

1036



LIl

266.

267.

268.

269.

270.

271.

272.

273.

274.

275.

276.

277.

278.

INDIA’S FOREIGN RELATIONS - 2003

Information supplied by the Ministry of Defence to the Lok Sabha

in answer to a question on the Chinese intrusion into Indian territory. 1038

New Delhi, August 5, 2013.

Information supplied to the Lok Sabha by the Ministry of External

Affairs regarding Chinese intrusions into Indian Territory.
New Delhi, August 7, 2013.

Press Release issued by the Ministry of External Affairs on the
Chinese Dams on Brahmaputra.
New Delhi, August 7, 2013.

Press Release issued by the Ministry of Commerce & Industry
on the signing of the MoU with China to address trade deficit.
New Delhi, August 14, 2013.

Press Release issue by the Ministry of Defence on the
information given to the Lok Sabha regarding the India-China
Border Defence Pact.

New Delhi, August 20, 2013.

Press Release issued by the Ministry of External Affairs on the
5th India-China Strategic Dialogue.
New Delhi, August 20, 2013.

Remaining print Meeting between Minister of Commerce Anand
Sharma and Chinese Minister of Commerce Gao Hucheng.
Brunei, August 20, 2013.

Foreign Secretary’s speech at the conclusion of India-China
Media Forum.
New Delhi, September 16, 2013.

Address by External Affairs Minister and Chinese Minister of
the State Council Information Office during inauguration of
India-China Media Forum.

New Delhi, September 16, 2013.

External Affairs Minister’s interaction with Chinese Media.
Beijing, September 17, 2013.

Press Note of the Ministry of Commerce on measures to
address trade imbalance with China.
New Delhi, September 24, 2013.

Joint Statement issued after the Sixth China-India Financial
Dialogue.
Beijing’ September 27, 2013.

Fourth Meeting of the Working Mechanism for Consultation and
Coordination on India-China Border Affairs.
Beijing, September 30, 2013.

1039

1039

1040

1042

1042

1043

1045

1048

1058

1068

1070

1073



CONTENTS

279.

280.

281.

282.

283.

284.

285.

286.

287.

288.

289.

290.

Opening Remarks by Foreign Secretary at Media Briefing on
Prime Minister’s visits to Russia and China.
New Delhi, October 18, 2013.

Media Briefing by Foreign Secretary on Prime Minister’s visits
to Russia and China.
New Delhi, October 19, 2013.

Prime Minister's statement to media after delegation level talks
with the Chinese Premier.
New Delhi, October 23, 2013

Media Briefing by Foreign Secretary and Ambassador of India
to China on Prime Minister’s ongoing visit.
Beijing, October 23, 2013.

Joint Statement- A vision for future development of India-China
strategic and cooperative partnership.
Beijing, October 23, 2013.

Prime Minister’s responses to Chinese media resident in India
ahead of his official visit to China.
New Delhi, October 23, 2013.

Memorandum of Understanding between the Ministry of Water
Resources, the Republic of India and the Ministry of Water
Resources, the People’s Republic of China on Strengthening
Cooperation on Trans-border Rivers.

Beijing, October 23, 2013.

Agreement between the Government of the Republic of India
and the Government of the People’s Republic of China on
Border Defence Cooperation.

Beijing, October 23, 2013.

Agreement on the establishment of sister city relations between
Bangaluru, Republic of India and Chengdu, People’s Republic
of China.

Beijing, October 23, 2013.

Agreement on the establishment of Sister City Relations between

Kolkata, Republic of India and Kunming, People’s Republic of China.

Beijing, October 23, 2013.

Prime Minister’'s speech at the Central Party School in Beijing
— India and China in the New Era.
Beijing, October 24, 2013.

Extracts from Prime Minister's onboard media interaction en route
to Delhi from Beijing.
October 24. 2013.

LI

1074

1078

1078

1081

1088

1092

1096

1098

1102

1104

1106

1113



LIV

291.

292.

293.

294.

295.

296.

297.

298.

299.

300.

301.

302.

303.

304.

INDIA’S FOREIGN RELATIONS - 2003

Interview of External Affairs Minister’s interview with P.S.
Suryanarayan of the Institute of South Asian Studies.
Singapore, October 24, 2013

Official Spokesperson’s response to a question regarding a report
on the India-China Boundary.
New Delhi, November 29, 2013.

Information supplied to the Rajya Sabha by the Ministry of
Defence on the Infiltration by the Chinese troops.
New Delhi, December 11, 2013.

Information Sheet on ASEAN - Indai Strategic Partnership, East
Asia Summit and Bilateral Visit to Indonesia.
October 7, 2013.

Media Briefing by Secretary (East) on the Prime Minister’s Visits
to Brunei and Indonesia.
New Delhi, October 7, 2013.

Statement by the Prime Minister prior to departure for Brunei and
Indonesia.
New Delhi, October 8, 2013.

Prime Minister’s interview to Kompas newspaper, Indonesia.
New Delhi, October 10, 2013.

Prime Minister's media statement after delegation level talks
in Indonesia.
Jakarta, October 11, 2013.

Prime Minister's Speech at the Banquet Dinner hosted by
President of Indonesia.
Jakarta, October 11, 2013.

Media Briefing by Secretary (East) in Jakarta on Prime Minister's
Ongoing Visit of Indonesia.
Jakarta, October 13, 2013.

First India-Japan Maritime Affairs Dialogue
New Delhi, January 29, 2013.

Interaction of External Affairs Minister with Japanese Media in
New Delhi.
New Delhi, March 21, 2013.

Media briefing by Foreign Secretary and Secretary (East) on Prime
Minister’s visit to Japan and Thailand.
New Delhi, May 24, 2013.

Prime Minister’s interview with the Japanese Media.
New Delhi, May 26, 2013.

1115

1121

1122

1124

1124

1124

1125

1131

1133

1135

1147

1147

1155

1167



CONTENTS

305. External Affairs Minister’'s Speech at Rikkyo University, Tokyo.
Toky o, March 26, 2013.

306. External Affairs Minister's statement to the media at the joint press
interaction following the 7th India-Japan Strategic Dialogue.
Toky o, March 26, 2013.

307. Media Briefing by the Official Spokespersons on the visit of
Chinese Premier of India, Prime Minister’s Visit to Japan and
Thailand and External Affairs Minister to Saudi Arabia.

New Delhi, May 14, 2013

308. Prime Minister’s Statement on his departure for Japan and

Thailand, May 27-31, 2013.
New Delhi, May 27, 2013.

309. Prime Minister's Statement on arrival in Tokyo.
Tokyo, May 27, 2013.

310. Prime Minister's address to Japan-India Association, Japan-India
Parliamentary Friendship League and International Friendship
Exchange Council.

Toky o, May 28, 2013.

311. Address by Prime Minister at the Luncheon hosted by Nippon
Keidanren.

Toky o, May 28, 2013.

312. Media Briefing by Foreign Secretary in Tokyo on Prime Minister’s
Japan Visit.

Toky o, May 29, 2013.

313. Prime Minister's media statement after meeting the Prime
Minister of Japan.

Toky o, May 29, 2013.

314. Joint Statement on Prime Minister’s visit to Japan: Strengthening
the Strategic and Global Partnership between India and Japan
beyond the 60th Anniversary of Diplomatic Relations.

Toky o, May 29, 2013.

315. Prime Minister’s speech at the banquet hosted by the Prime
Minister of Japan.

Toky o, May 29, 2013.

316. Extracts from the Media interaction by the Prime Minister on-
board his special flight from Bangkok to New Delhi.

May 31, 2013.
317. Information supplied by the Ministry of Commerce and Industry

to the Lok Sabha on the Comprehensive Economic Partnership
Agreement (CEPA) with Japan.
New Delhi, August 5, 2013.

Lv

1172

1178

1179

1179

1181

1181

1186

1191

1201

1202

1214

1216

1218



LVI

318.

3109.

320.

321.

322.

323.

324.

325.

326.

327.

328.

329.

330.

INDIA’S FOREIGN RELATIONS - 2003

India-Japan Joint Press Statement on currency swap.
New Delhi, September 06, 2013.

Joint Statement on the occasion of the 7th India-Japan Energy
Dialogue between the Planning Commission of India and the
Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry of Japan.

New Delhi, September 12, 2013.

Media Statements and Joint Media Interaction after Seventh

India-Japan Energy Dialogue in New Delhi (12 September 2013).

New Delhi, September 13, 2013.

Press Release on the Prime Minister's Special Envoy Dr. Ashwani
Kumar's visits Tokyo.
Toky o, September 18, 2013.

Press Release on the visit of the Prime Minister’s Special Envoy
for Japan Dr. Ashwani Kumar to Tokyo.
New Delhi, September 19, 2013.

Media Briefing by Official Spokesperson, Chief of Protocol and
Director (East Asia) on the State visit of Emperor and Empress
of Japan to India.

New Delhi, November 28, 2013.

Press Release of the Ministry of Finance regarding Bilateral
Currency Swap Arrangement between the Reserve Bank of
India and Bank of Japan.

New Delhi, December 18, 2013.

Second Press Release of the Ministry of Finance regarding
enhanced limit of currency swap.
New Delhi, December 19, 2013.

Press Statement on Nuclear Test conducted by DPRK.
New Delhi, February 12, 2013.

Third India - Republic of Korea Foreign Policy and Security
Dialogue.
Seoul, September 2, 2013.

Press Release of the Ministry of Defence on the meeting between
Air Force Chief of ROK and Chairman Chiefs of Staff Committee.
New Delhi, November 13, 2013.

Keynote address by Sanjay Singh, Secretary (East) at the 2nd
India-Mongolia IDSA-ISS Bilateral Dialogue.
New Delhi, March 14, 2013.

Fourth meeting of INDIA-MONGOLIA Joint Committee on
Cooperation.
New Delhi, March 21, 2013.

1220

1220

1230

1236

1237

1238

1249

1249

1250

1250

1251

1252

1255



CONTENTS LviI

331. Press Release issued by the Ministry of Defence on cooperation
between India and Myanmar on issues of common concern. 1256
New Delhi, January 22, 2013.

332. Recent incidents of violence in Central Myanmar. 1258
New Delhi, March 23, 2013.

333. Press Release issued by the Ministry of Commerce & Industry
on the economic relations between India and Myanmar. 1258
New Delhi, June 6, 2013.

334. Press Release issued by the Ministry of Commerce & Industry
on the meeting between Commerce Minister Anand Sharma
and Aung San Suu Kyi. 1260
Nay Pyi Taw, June 6, 2013.

335. Press Release issued by the Ministry of Commerce on Minister
of Commerce ANAND SHARMA's call on Myanmar President
UTHEIN SEIN. 1261
New Delhi, June 9, 2013.

336. Media report on the Call by the Myanmar Parliamentary
Delegation on the President of India. 1263
New Delhi, December 5, 2013.

337. Media Interaction of External Affairs Minister and Foreign Minister
of New Zealand. 1264
New Delhi, June 4, 2013.

338. Joint Statement on 2nd India-Philippines Joint Commission on
Bilateral Cooperation. 1270
Manila, October 21, 2013.

339. Message of Prime Minister to the Philippine’s President
Benigno Aquino conveying condolences and offering help in
relief and rehabilitation efforts. 1273
New Delhi, November 12, 2013.

340. Press Release issued by the Ministry of Defence on the
assistance to Philippines in the aftermath of Typhoon Haiyan. 1274
New Delhi, November 19, 2013.

341. Press Release issued by the Ministry of Defence extending
India-Singapore Five-Year Agreement for the use of Army
Training and Exercise facilities in ldnia. 1275
New Delhi, June 4, 2013.

342. External Affairs Minister's address at Singapore India Chambers
of Commerce & Industry (SICCI). 1276
Singapore, July 4, 2013.

343. Prime Minister’s Statement on his departure for Japan and
Thailand, May 27-31, 2013. 1282
New Delhi, May 27, 2013.



Lvil

344.

345.

346.

347.

348.

349.

350.

351.

352.

353.

354.

355.

356.

357.

INDIA’S FOREIGN RELATIONS - 2003

Media Statement by Prime Minister during his visit to Thailand.
Bangkok, May 30, 2013.

Prime Minister’'s speech at the banquet hosted by Ms. Yingluck
Shinawatra, Prime Minister of Thailand.
Bangkok, May 30, 2013.

Joint Statement on Prime Minister’s visit to Thailand.
Bangkok, May 30, 2013.

Extracts from Prime Minister's on-board Media Interaction
enroute to Delhi from Bangkok on May 31, 2013.
May 31, 2013.

Press Release of the Ministry of Defence on cooperation between
India and Thailand in Defence production.
New Delhi, June 6, 2013.

Statement by Official Spokesman on situation in Thailand.
New Delhi, December 3, 2013.

Official Spokesperson’s response to a question on situation in
Thailand.
New Delhi, December 16, 2013.

Visit of Mr Taukelina Finikaso, Foreign Minister of Tuvalu to India
(August 21-25, 2013).
New Delhi, August 23, 2013.

Transcript of the Joint Media Interaction of External Affairs
Minister and Vietnamese Deputy Prime Minister.
New Delhi, January 9, 2013.

Media briefing by Official Spokesperson and Joint Secretary
(South) on the visit of Vice President to Vietnagm.
New Delhi, January 11, 2013.

Speech by Vice President M. Hamid Ansari at the banquet
hosted by Madam Nguyen Thi Doan, Vice President of the
Socialist Republic of Vietham.

Hanoi, January 15, 2013.

Speech of M. Hamid Ansari, Vice President of India at the
Closing Ceremony of the India-Vietnam Friendship Year in Hanoi.
Hanoi, January 15, 2013.

Press Release issued by the Ministry of Commerce and Industry
on the visit of Minister of State Dr. D. Purandeswari to Vietham.
New Delhi, April 29, 2013.

External Affairs Minister’s statement to the Media during 15th
Meeting of India-Vietnam Joint Commission.
New Delhi, July 11, 2013.

1282

1284

1286

1300

1302

1303

1304

1304

1305

1311

1319

1321

1324

1325



CONTENTS

358.

359.

360.

361.

362.

363.

364.

365.

366.

367.

368.

369.

Joint Media Interaction by External Affairs Minister and Foreign
Minister of Vietnam.
New Delhi, July 11, 2013.

Seventh India-Lao Joint Commission Meeting on Bilateral
Cooperation.
Vientiane, September 9, 2013.

Homage paid by Defence Minister A.K. Antony to Gen. Giap.
New Delhi, October 15, 2013.

Press Release of the Ministry of Home Affairs on the signing
of the Treaty between India and Vietnam on Transfer of
sentenced prisoners.

New Delhi, November 12, 2013.

Media Statements of Prime Minister and the General Secretary
of the Communist Party of Vietnam.
New Delhi, November 20, 2013.

Joint Statement on the occasion of the State Visit of the General
Secretary of the Communist Party of Vietnam to India.
New Delhi, November 20, 2013.

Prime Minister’'s speech at the banquet hosted in the honour
of the General Secretary of the Communist Party of Vietnam.
Hanoi, November 20, 2013.

(1) WEST & CENTRAL ASIA

Foreign Secretary’s inaugural address at the Conference

‘The Arab World: March Towards Democracy and its Implications’
at Mahatama Gandhi University, Kottayam.

Kottayam, February 4, 2013.

Inaugural Address by Defence Minister A.K. Antony at the 15th
Asian Security Conference on “Emerging Trends in West Asia:
Regional and Global Implications”.

New Delhi, February 13, 2013.

IBSA Statement on the Middle East Peace Process.
August 23, 2013.

Address by Minister for External Affairs on ‘International Interests
in Middle East Security and Non-Proliferation’ at IISS Manama
Dialogue.

Manama, December 8, 2013.

Extract relevant to the visit of Secretary General of the Arab
League from the Media Briefing by Official Spokesperson.
New Delhi, December 13, 2013.

LIX

1328

1334

1335

1336

1337

1341

1353

1359

1365

1368

1369

1374



LX

370.

371.

372.

373.

374.

375.

376.

377.

378.

379.

380.

381.

382.

INDIA’'S FOREIGN RELATIONS - 2003

Joint Media Interaction of External Affairs Minister and Secretary
General of the League of Arab States.
New Delhi, December 17, 2013.

List of documents signed during the Visit of Dr. Nabil Elaraby,
Secretary General of the League of Arab States to India.
December 17, 2013.

Media Briefing by Official Spokesperson on External Affairs
Minister’s visit to Bahrain and Foreign Secretary to the United
States.

New Delhi, December 6, 2013.

India-Israel Joint Working Group on Counter Terrorism.
New Delhi, February 20, 2013.

State Visit of HH Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah,
Prime Minister of Kuwait to India.
New Delhi, October 31, 2013.

Press Release issued by the Ministry of Defence com
memorating the 20 years of Indian Navy — Royal Omani Navy

Partnership and Ninth ‘Naseem Al Bahr’ Bienniel Naval Exercises.

New Delhi, September 22, 2013.

Statement by Minister of State E. Ahamed, at the International
Day of Solidarity with the Palestinian People held at Indian
Council of World Affairs.

New Delhi, November 30, 2013.

Media Briefing by the Official Spokesperson on some aspects
of relations with Afghanistan and Saudi Arabia.
New Delhi, May 22, 2013.

Media Briefing by the Official Spokespersn External Affaris
Minister’s visit to Saudi Arabia.
New Delhi, May 14, 2013.

Opening Statement by External Affairs Minister at Joint Press
Conference with Foreign Minister of Kingdom of Saudi Arabia,
in Jeddah.

May 25, 2013.

Interview by External Affairs Minister to Arab News Saudi Arabia.
May 27, 2013.

Media Briefing by Official Spokesperson on the visit of Maldivian
President, relations with the US and visit of the Saudi Arabian
Labour Minister.

New Delhi, December 31, 2013.

Address by Minister of State for External Affairs Shri E. Ahamed
at High-level International Humanitarian Pledging Conference

1376

1383

1384

1384

1385

1386

1388

1390

1391

1391

1394

1400



CONTENTS

383.

384.

385.

386.

387.

388.

389

390.

391.

392.

393.

394.

395.

for Syria.
Kuwait, January 30, 2013.

Response of Official Spokesperson to a question on the Alleged
use of Chemical Weapons in Syria.
New Delhi, March 22, 2013.

Media reports regarding alleged use of chemical weapons in
areas near Damascus in Syria.
New Delhi, August 22, 2013.

Response to a query on Indians in Syria.
New Delhi, August 31, 2013.

Spokesperson’s Response to a query on situation in Syria.
New Delhi, September 03, 2013.

Official Spokesperson’s response to a question on current
developments related to Syria.
New Delhi, September 16, 2013.

Joint Media Interaction of External Affairs Minister and Foreign
Minister of Kazakhstan.
New Delhi, March 5, 2013.

Joint Media Interaction of External Affairs Minister and Foreign
Minister of Kazakhstan.
New Delhi, March 5, 2013.

Address by Minister of State E. Ahamed at t he Second India -
Central Asia Dialogue.
Almaty (Kazakhstan), June 17, 2013.

Press Release of the Ministry of Defence on the official visit of
Kyrgyz Defence Minister to India.
New Delhi, September 13, 2013.

Media Briefing by Joint Secretary (Eurasia) on the Vice President’s

Visit to Tajikistan
New Delhi, April 13, 2013

Onboard Media Interaction by Hon. Vice-President En Route
to Dushanbe.
April 14, 2013.

Media Statement by Vice President Hamid Ansari at the Joint
Press Event with the President of Tajikistan.
Dushanbe, April 15, 2013.

Media Briefing by Secretary (East) on Vice President’s ongoing
visit to Tajikistan.
Dushanbe, April 15, 2013.

LXI

1400

1402

1403

1403

1404

1405

1406

1412

1418

1423

1423

1430

1433

1435



LXII

396.

397.

398.

399.

400.

401.

402.

403.

404.

405.

406.

407.

408.

INDIA’S FOREIGN RELATIONS - 2003

Vice President’s remarks at the India-Tajikistan Modern Engineering

Workshop during his visit to Tajik Technical University.
Dushanbe, April 17, 2013.

Fourth Meeting of India-Turkmenistan Inter-Governmental
Commission.
New Delhi, January 22, 2013.

Media Briefing on the Vice President’s visit to Uzbekistan.
New Delhi, May 19, 2013.

Media Briefing by Vice President en-route to Tashkent on board
his flight.
May 21, 2013.

Media briefing by Secretary West of the Ministry of External
Affairs on the Vice President’s on-going visit to Uzbekistan.
Tashkent, May 22, 2013.

Speech of Vice President M. Hamid Ansari at the Banquet hosted
in his honour by the Chairman of the Senate of the Republic of
Uzbekistan.

Tashkent, May 22, 2013.

V - AFRICA

U.S.-India-Africa Triangular Partnership to Improve Agricultural
Productivity and Innovation in African Countries.
January 16, 2013.

Media Briefing by Official Spokesperson on the visit of
Vice-President to Ethiopia to Attend Golden Jubilee
Celebrations of Africa Union.

New Delhi, May 23, 2013.

Address by Vice President at the 50th Anniversary Summit of
OAU/AU in Addis Ababa.
Addis Ababa, May 25, 2013.

Address by External Affairs Minister at the meeting with the
African Heads of Missions in New Delhi.
New Delhi, June 18, 2013.

Visit of African Union Commission’s delegation to India.
New Delhi, September 06, 2013.

Inaugural Address by Minister of State E. Ahamed at the 52nd
Annual Session of Asian-African Legal Consultative
Organization.

New Delhi, September 9, 2013.

Joint Statement issued by the Ministry of Commerce at the
end of the India-Africa Business Council Meeting in J
ohannesburg.

New Delhi, October 1, 2013.

1444

1445

1447

1457

1461

1467

1471

1472

1480

1482

1489

1490

1493



CONTENTS

4009.

410.

411.

412.

413.

414.

415.

416.

417.

418.

4109.

420.

421.

422.

Press Release issued by the Ministry of External Affairs on
the Visit of Minister of State E. Ahamed to Algeria.
New Delhi, April 18, 2013.

Announcement by the Official Spokesperson on the visit of
the Chadian Foreign Minister.
New Delhi, August 13, 2013.

Media Briefing on Egyptian President’s Visit to India.
New Delhi, March 14, 2013.

Statement by Prime Minister to the Media during the State Visit
of President of Egypt to India.
New Delhi, March 19, 2013.

India-Egypt Joint Declaration on the State Visit of Dr. Mohamed
Morsy, President of the Arab Republic of Egypt.
New Delhi, March 20, 2013.

Press Release issued by the Embassy of India in Second
Meeting of the India-Lesotho Joint Bilateral Commission of
Cooperation Between India and Lesotho.

Maseru, (Lesotho), September 13, 2013.

Media briefing by Official Spokesperson on the visit of Liberian
President.
New Delhi, September 10, 2013.

Prime Minister's media statement during the State Visit of
President of Liberia to India.
New Delhi, September 11, 2013.

Joint Statement issued on the Visit of President of Liberia to India.
New Delhi, September 11, 2013.

List of Documents signed during the State Visit of President of
Liberia to India, September 9-13, 2013.
September 11, 2013.

Press Release issued by the Ministry of External Affairs on the
Visit of Minister of State E. Ahamed to Libya.
New Delhi, 15 April, 2013.

Letter of Prime Minister to President Uhuru Kenyatta of Kenya,
conveying condolences on the death of some people in a terror
attack on a Mall in Nairobi.

New Delhi, September 22, 2013.

Speech by President Pranab Mukherjee at the ceremony conferring
Honorary Degree of Doctor of Civil Law by the University of Mauritius.
Port Louis, March 10, 2013.

Media Briefing by Secretary (West) in Mauritius on President’s
Ongoing Visit.
March 12, 2013.

LXII

1496

1497

1498

1506

1508

1517

1518

1520

1521

1525

1526

1527

1528

1531



LXIV

423.

424,

425.

426.

427.

428.

429.

430.

431.

432.

433.

434,

435.

INDIA’S FOREIGN RELATIONS - 2003

Documents signed during the State Visit of President
to Mauritius.
March 12, 2013.

Press Statement by President Pranab Mukherjee after the
meeting with the Prime Minister of Mauritius.
Port Louis, March 12, 2013.

President’s interview to Le Matinal.
March 12, 2013.

Onboard Media Interaction of the President en route from Mauritius.

March 13, 2013.

Press Release of the Ministry of Commerce regarding export to
Mauritius.
New Delhi, July 5, 2013.

Press Release issued by the Ministry of Finance regarding
signing of India-Morocco Double Taxation Avoidance Convention.
New Delhi, August 8, 2013.

Opening Statement by Minister of State for External Affairs at the
3rd Session of India-Mozambique Joint Commission Meeting in
Maputo.

Maput o, July 4, 2013.

Remarks by Minister of State for External Affairs at the
Interactive Business Session during the 3rd session of the India-
Mozambique Joint Commission Meeting (JCM) in Maputo.
Maputo, July4, 2013.

Press Release issued by the Ministry of Home Affairs on the
Bilateral Security Review between India and Mozambique.
New Delhi, September 12, 2013.

Meeting of Minister of Commerce & Industry Anand Sharma
with the Prime Minister of Mozambique.
Maputo, September 27, 2013.

Press Release of the Ministry of Commerce & Industry regarding
trade with Mozambique.
New Delhi, September 30, 2013.

Press Release on the 8th India-Seychelles Joint Commission
Meeting.
New Delhi, May 8, 2013.

Visit of Minister of Finance and National Economy, Government
of Sudan, Mr. Ali Mahmoud Mohamed to New Delhi

(July 24-26, 2013).

New Delhi, July 25, 2013.

1542

1543

1546

1550

1554

1557

1557

1560

1563

1563

1565

1566

1566



CONTENTS LXV

436. Announcement by the Official Spokesperson on the visit of
Special Envoy of the President of South Sudan. 1568
New Delhi, August 13, 2013.

437. Visit of Special Envoy of India for Sudan and South Sudan,
P.S. Raghavan to South Sudan (8-9 August, 2013). 1569
New Delhi, August 14. 2013.

438. Official Spokesperson’s response to a question on the evolving
security situation in South Sudan. 1570
NEW Delhi, December 24, 2013

439. Press Release of the Minister of Commerce regarding review
by Commerce Minister Anand Sharma and South African
Commerce and Industry Minister Rob Davies India — Africa
Trade in Johannesburg. 1572
New Delhi, October 1, 2013

440. Speech by President Pranab Mukherjee on the occasion of the
memorial service in honour of Dr. Nelson Mandela, former
President of South Africa. 1575
Johannesburg, December 10, 2013.

441. Press Release on the Visit of Mrs. Preneet Kaur, Minister
of State for External Affairs to Tanzania. 1577
New Delhi, July 10, 2013.

VI - AMERICAS

| - AMERICA, UNITED STATES OF

442. Remarks by the Foreign Secretary at the Carnegie Endowment

for International Peace. 1583
Washington, D.C., February 21, 2013.
443. Foreign Secretary’s visit to United States, February 20-22, 2013. 1597

New Delhi, February 22, 2013.

444. Official Spokesperson’s Press Statement on the Boston Bombings. 1598
New Delhi, April 16, 2013.

445. Union Home Minister Reviews Cooperation With United States
of America in High Level Meetings. 1599
New Delhi, May 23, 2013.

446. Media Briefing by Joint Secretary (Ameericas) on US Secretary
of State’s Visit to India. 1601
New Delhi, June 22, 2013.

447. Fourth India-US Strategic Dialogue: India-US Fact Sheet on
International Security. 1612
New Delhi, June 24, 2013.



LXVI

448.

449.

450.

451.

452.

453.

454,

455.

456.

457.

458.

459.

460.

461.

INDIA’S FOREIGN RELATIONS - 2003

Fourth India-US Strategic Dialogue: India-US Fact Sheet on
Economic Collaboration.
June 24, 2013.

Fourth India-US Strategic Dialogue: India-US Fact Sheet on
Sustainable Growth, Energy and Climate Change.
New Delhi, June 24, 2013.

Fourth India-US Strategic Dialogue: India-US Joint Fact Sheet

on Science & Technology Cooperation.
New Delhi, June 24, 2013.

Fourth India-US Strategic Dialogue: India-US Fact Sheet on
Space Cooperation.
New Delhi, June 24, 2013.

Fourth India-US Strategic Dialogue: India-US Fact Sheet on
Health Cooperation.
New Delhi, June 24, 2013.

Fourth India-US Strategic Dialogue: India-US Fact Sheet on
Cooperation in Higher Education.
New Delhi, June 24, 2013.

Fourth India-US Strategic Dialogue: India-US Fact Sheet on
Cultural Cooperation.
New Delhi, June 24, 2013.

Vice President’s Speech at Banquet Hosted in Honour of
Vice President of USA.
New Delhi, July 23, 2013.

Joint Media Interaction of External Affairs Minister and US
Secretary of State Mr. John Kerry.
Washington (D.C), June 24, 2013.

Joint Statement on the Fourth India-US Strategic Dialogue.
New Delhi, June 24, 2013.

Official Spokesperson’s response to a media query on the
asylum request from Mr. Snowden.
New Delhi, July 02, 2013.

Press Release of the Ministry of Finance on the visit of Finance

Minister to the USA.
New Delhi, July 11, 2013.

Press Release of the Ministry of Commernce on U.S-India CEO

forum Meeting.
New Delhi, July 13, 2013.

Press Release of the Ministry of External Affairs on the information

provided to the Lok Sabha on the passage of “The Border

1613

1617

1624

1633

1635

1639

1642

1643

1645

1660

1669

1670

1671



CONTENTS

462.

463.

464.

465.

466.

467.

468.

469.

470.

471.

472.

473.

474.

Security, Economic Opportunity and Immigration Modernisation
Act, 2013” in the US Senate.
New Delhi, August 7, 2013.

Speech by National Security Advisor Shri Shiv Shankar Menon
on “India and the USA” at Aspen Institute, India.
New Delhi, September 20, 2013.

Media Briefing by Foreign Secretary on Prime Minister’s Visit
to USA and UNGA.
New Delhi, September 20, 2013.

Prime Minister’s statement prior to his departure for USA for
a bilateral visit to the United States and to attend the UN
General Assembly Session.

New Delhi, September 25, 2013.

Prime Minister’'s response to media query on his bilateral
visit to USA.
New Delhi, September 26, 2013.

Statement of Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh after his
Bilateral Meeting with President Obama.
Washington (D. C), September 27, 2013.

Transcript of Media Briefing by Indian Ambassador in Washington
DC on Prime Minister’'s Ongoing Visit (September 26, 2013).
September 27, 2013.

Joint Statement on Prime Minister's Summit Meeting with
President Barack Obama.
Washington (D.C), September 27, 2013.

Statement by Prime Minister to the U. S. Business Leaders.
New York, September 27, 2013.

India-US Joint Declaration on Defence Cooperation.
Washington (D.C.), September 28. 2013.

Transcript of Prime Minister's onboard media interaction during
his return from USA.
October 1, 2013.

Address by the External Affairs Minister a the Kennedy School:
‘India and the United States’: A new partnership for progress.
Boston, October 4, 2013.

Press Release of the Ministry of Home Affairs on the Home
Minister’'s inaugural address at the India-US Polic Chiefs’
Conference.

New Delhi, December 4, 2013.

Press Release issued by the Ministry of Home Affairs on the
conclusion of the India-US Homeland Security Dialogue.
New Delhi, December 5, 2013.

LXVII

1672

1673

1678

1678

1678

1679

1681

1693

1699

1702

1703

1706

1712

1716



LXVIII

475.

476.

a477.

478.

479.

480.

481.

482.

483.

484.

485.

486.

INDIA’S FOREIGN RELATIONS - 2003

Media Briefing by Official Spokesperson on External Affairs

Minister’s visit to Bahrain and Foreign Secretary to the United States.

New Delhi, December 6, 2013.

Intervention by the External Affairs Minister in the Rajya Sabha
on the discussion on the arrest of an Indian Diplomat in USA.
New Delhi, December 19, 2013.

Media Briefing by Official Spokesperson on the visit of Maldivian

President, relations with the US and visit of the Saudi Arabian
Labour Minister.
New Delhi, December 31, 2013.

(I) SOUTH & CENTRAL AMERICA

Speech of External Affairs Minister on “India-Latin America &
Caribbean: The Way Forward” at the CII India-LAC Conclave
Valedictory Session.

New Delhi, December 10, 2013.

Media Interaction of External Affairs Minister of India and
Foreign Minister of Argentina.
New Delhi, June 17, 2013.

Agreed Minutes of the Sixth Meeting of the Brazil-India Joint
and Cultural Cooperation.
Brasilia, October 15, 2013.

External Affairs Minister's media statement at the Joint Press
Interaction following the 6th India-Brazil Joint Commission
Meeting in Brasilia.

Brasilia, October 15, 2013.

Press Release issued by the Ministry of Commerce on the visit
of the Minister of Commerce and Industry of Costa Rica.
New Delhi, April 17, 2013.

Media Briefing by Secretary (West) on Vice-President’s Visit
to Peru, Cuba and the UK.
New Delhi, October 23, 2013.

On-board media briefing by Vice President enroute to Frankfurt
on his visit to Peru, Cuba and United Kingdom.
October 25, 2013.

Press Release issued by the Ministry of Culture on the Festival
of India in Peru.
New Delhi, October 28. 2013.

On-board media briefing by Vice President enroute to Frankfurt
on his visit to Peru, Cuba and United Kingdom.
October 25, 2013.

1718

1725

1730

1743

1747

1757

1777

1781

1782

1791

1796

1798



CONTENTS LXIX

487. Press Release issued by the Ministry of Culture marking the
opening of Three-Day Festival of India in Cuba. 1798
New Delhi, October 29, 2013.

488. India-Peru Joint Statement issued on the occasion of the visit
of Vice President of India to Peru, October 26-28, 2013. 1799
Lima, October 29, 2013.

489. Media Briefing by Secretary (West) on Vice-President’s ongoing
Visit to Peru. 1805
Lima, October 30, 2013.

490. Speech of Union Minister of Culture Smt. Chandresh Kumari
Katoch at the Joint Press Meet with Lincoln Douglas Minister
of Arts and Multiculturalism, Government of Trinidad and Tobago. 1817
Port of Spain, November 4, 2013.

491. Joint Media Interaction of External Affairs Minister and Foreign
Minister of Venezuela. 1819
New Delhi, December 20, 2013.

492. Press Release of the Ministry of Culture on the signing of
India-Venezuela Cultural Exchange Programme. 1826
New Delhi, December 20, 2013.

VII - EUROPE

493. Press Release issued by the Ministry of Commerce and Industry
on the conclusion of talks for an India-EU broad based Trade
and Investment Agreement. 1833
New Delhi, March 5, 2013.

494. Press Release issued by the Ministry of Finance on the signing
of an agreement between India and Albania for the Avoidance
of Double Taxation and Prevention of Fiscal Evasion with
respect to taxes on Income Tax etc. 1834
New Delhi, July 8, 2013.

495. Foreign Office Consultations held between India and Belarus. 1835
New Delhi, July 23, 2013.

496. Press Release issued by the Ministry of Commerce & Industry
on the signing of a Protocol to Boost Trade with Belarus. 1836
New Delhi, July 24, 2013.

497. Press Statement of the Minister of Culture Smt. Chandresh
Kumari Katoch at a joint press meet of India and Belarus
Culture Ministers. 1838
New Delhi, New Delhi, October 18, 2013.

498. Remarks by External Affairs Minister Salman Khurshid at the
Inauguration of Mahatma Gandhi Bust in Antwerp (Belgium). 1840
Antwerp, January 30, 2013.



LXX

499.

500.

501.

502.

503.

504.

505.

506.

507.

508.

509.

510.

511.

INDIA’S FOREIGN RELATIONS - 2003

Media Briefing by Special Secretary (AD) on President’s visit
to Belgium and Turkey.
New Delhi, October 1, 2013.

Interview given by the President to Euronews prior to his state
visit to Belgium and Turkey.
New Delhi, October 3, 2013.

Concluding remarks by the President of India at the lunch hosted

by President of the Senate and the President of the Chamber of
Deputies of the Belgium Parliament in Brussels during his State
Visit to Belgium.

Brussels, October 3, 2013.

Opening remarks by the President at the delegation level talks
with Prime Minister of Belgium.
Brussels, October 3, 2013.

Speech by Dr. Karan Singh, President, Indian Council for
Cultural Relations at the inauguration of Europalia-India
Festival in Brussels.

Brussels, October 5, 2013.

Opening Statement by External Affairs Minister at the Joint
Press Interaction after his meeting with French Foreign Minister.
Paris, January 10, 2013.

External Affairs Minster’s interview to Le Figaro.
January 11, 2013.

Media Briefing by Joint Secretary (Europe West) and Indian
Ambassador to France on French President’s Visit.
New Delhi, February 12, 2013.

Prime Minister's Statement to the Media during the State Visit
of President of France.
New Delhi, February 14, 2013.

Joint Statement issued by India and France during the State
Visit of President of France to India.
New Delhi, February 14, 2013

Press Release issued by the Ministry of Commerce & Industry
on the meeting between Minister of Commerce and Industry
Anand Sharma and French President Hollande.

New Delhi, July 9, 2013.

Press statement on the Italian Marines issue.
New Delhi, March 12, 2013.

Media Briefing by Official Spokesperson.
New Delhi, March 14, 2013.

1841

1853

1864

1866

1870

1872

1874

1877

1888

1890

1901

1903

1905



CONTENTS

512.

513.

514.

515.

516.

517.

518.

5109.

520.

521.

522.

523.

524.

Statement in Lok Sabha by External Affairs Minister on return
of two Italian marines to India accused in the killing of two
Indian fishermen.

New Delhi, March 22, 2013.

Media briefing by Foreign Secretary on Prime Minister’s visit
to Germany.
New Delhi, April 8, 2013.

Prime Minister's statement before his departure for Germany
for the 2nd India-Germany Inter-Governmental Consultations.
New Delhi, April 10, 2013.

Prime Minister’s remarks at the closing ceremony of the Days
of India in Germany.
Berlin, April 11, 2013.

Statement by Prime Minister to the Media following the
conclusion of 2nd round of India-Germany Inter-Governmental
Consultations in Berlin.

Berlin, April 11, 2013

Joint Statement on the Further Development of the Strategic
and Global Partnership between Germany and India.
Berlin, April 11, 2013.

List of documents signed during the official visit of Prime
Minister to Germany for the 2nd India-Germany
Intergovernmental Consultations.

April 11, 2013.

Press Release issued by the Ministry of Labour & Employment
on the meeting between Minister of State (L&E) and Federal
Minister of Health of Germany.

New Delhi, April 29,, 2013.

First Meeting of India-Germany High Technology Partnership
Group.
Berlin, September 10, 2013.

India-Georgia Foreign Office Consultations.
Thilisi, July 16, 2013.

Media briefing by Official Spokesperson on the visit of External
Affairs Minister to Hungary.
New Delhi, July 15, 2013.

Media Statement by External Affairs Minister during his visit to
Hungary.

Budapest, July 15, 2013.

Media Statements by Prime Ministers of India and Hungary

following their delegation level talks.
New Delhi, October 17, 2013.

LXXI

1911

1914

1924

1925

1929

1931

1942

1944

1945

1946

1947

1949

1950



LXXII

525.

526.

527.

528.

529.

530.

531.

532.

533.

534.

535.

INDIA’S FOREIGN RELATIONS - 2003

Prime Minister's banquet speech during the State Visit of Prime
Minister of Hungary.
New Delhi, October 17, 2013.

List of Documents signed during the State Visit of Hungarian
Prime Minister to India.
New Delhi, October 17, 2013

Media Briefing by Official Spokesperson and Additional
Secretary (International Organizations) on the UN General
Assembly Session, visit of the Foreign Minister of Latvia,

External Affairs Minister’s visit to Canada and Prime Minister’s
Special Envoy Ashwani Kumar’s meetings in Tokyo in connection
with the visit of Emperor of Japan.

New Delhi, Sept 18, 2013.

Press Release of the Ministry of Finance on the signing of the
Agreement for the Avoidance of Double Taxation and the
Prevention of Fiscal Evasion with respect to Taxes on Income
with Macedonia.

New Delhi, December 17, 2013.

Press Release of the Ministry of Finance on signing an
Agreement on Avoidance of double Taxation with Malta.
New Delhi, Apirl 15, 2013.

Media Briefing by Official Spokesperson on the visit of
External Affairs Minister to Norway.
New Delhi, June 11, 2013.

External Affairs Minister's opening remarks at the press
interaction with Minister for Foreign Affairs of Portugal
Mr. Paulo Sacadura Cabral Portas.

New Delhi, March 4, 2013.

List of documents signed during the visit of Foreign Minister
of Romania to India, March 7-8, 2013.
March 08, 2013.

India - Russia Foreign Office Consultations.
Moscow, March 20, 2013.

Press Release of the Ministry of Home Affairs on the signing

of the Indo-Russian Regulation defining the Structure, Functions
and Procedure of the Joint Commission.

New Delhi, April 11, 2013.

Extract from the Media Briefing by Official Spokesperson
relevant to the visit of External Affairs Minister’s to
Moscow to attend the Inter-Sessional Meeting of the India-
Russia Inter-Governmental Commission.

New Delhi, April 23, 2013.

1953

1955

1957

1957

1959

1960

1963

1966

1967

1968

1969



CONTENTS

536.

537.

538.

539.

540.

541.

542.

543.

544.

545.

546.

547.

548.

External Affairs Minister’s interview to Kommersant (Russian
Daily Newspaper).
Moscow, April 30, 2013.

Press Release of the Ministry of Commerce & Industry on the
7th India-Russia Trade and Investment Forum on Pharma,
Tourism, and Services.

New Delhi, September 22, 2013.

Media Briefing by Foreign Secretary on Prime Minister’s visits
to Russia and China.
New Delhi, October 19, 2013.

Prime Minister’s interview to Russian media ahead of his

official visit to Russia for the India — Russia Annual Summit 2013.

New Delhi, October 19, 2013.

Prime Minister's Statement to the Media following the 14th India-
Russia Annual Summit.
Moscow, October 21, 2013.

Media Briefing by Foreign Secretary and India’s Ambassador
to Russia on Prime Minister’s visit to Russia.
Moscow, October 21, 2013.

Joint Statement on the 14th India-Russia Annual Summit:
Deepening the Strategic Partnership for Global Peace
and Stability.

Moscow, October 21, 2013.

Address by Prime Minister at the Moscow State Institute of
International Relations.
Moscow, October 21, 2013.

List of Bilateral Documents signed during 14th India-Russia
Annual Summit.
October 21, 2013.

Press Release issued by the Ministry of Defence regarding
Commissioning of INS Vikramaditya in the Indian Navy.
New Delhi, November 16, 2013.

Press Release of the Ministry of Defence announcing the first
ever India-Russia Air Force Exercises to be held in 2014.
New Delhi, November 18, 2013.

Message of Prime Minister to the Russian President on the
terrorist attack in Volgograd.
New Delhi, December 30, 2013.

Press Release of the Ministry of Finance on Tax Information
Exchange Agreement signed between India and San Marino.
New Delhi, December 20, 2013.

LXXIl

1970

1973

1975

1989

1996

1998

2009

2023

2028

2030

2033

2035

2035



LXXIV

549.

550.

551.

552.

553.

554.

555.

556.

557.

558.

559.

560.

561.

562.

INDIA’S FOREIGN RELATIONS - 2003

Press Release of the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare on
the Indo- Swiss Bilateral Meet held at Geneva.
New Delhi, May 21, 2013.

Media Briefing by Special Secretary (AD) on President’s visit to
Belgium and Turkey.
New Delhi, October 1, 2013.

Interview given by President Pranab Mukherjee to CIHAN, the
Turkish News Agency.
October 4, 2013.

Media interaction of President on board his flight en-route from
Brussels to Istanbul.
October 05, 2013.

President Pranab Mukherjee’s acceptance speech on
being conferred Honoris Causa by the University of Istanbul.
Istanbul, October 5, 2013.

Speech by President Pranab Mukherjee at the State banquet
hosted in his honour by the Turkish President Abdullah Gul.
Ankara, October 7, 2013.

Media briefing by President En route from Isanbul.
October 7, 2013.

Fifth Session of the India-Ukraine Inter-Governmental Commission.
New Delhi, November 13, 2013.

Media Briefing by Joint Secretary (Europe West) and Indian High
Commissioner to UK.
New Delhi, February 15, 2013.

Joint Statement on the India-United Kingdom Summit 2013 -
India and The UK: A stronger, wider, deeper partnership.
New Delhi, February 19, 2013.

Prime Minister’s Media Statement during the visit of Prime
Minister of UK to India.
New Delhi, February 19, 2013.

Prime Minister's Condolence message on the passing away of
Baroness Thatcher, former British Prime Minister.
New Delhi, April 9, 2013.

Foreign Office Consultations between India and the United Kingdom.

London, June 21, 2013.

Press Release of the Ministry of Commerce and Industry on the
visit of Commerce Minister Anand Sharma to London.
New Delhi, June 25, 2013.

2037

2038

2039

2044

2049

2054

2055

2060

2061

2069

2080

2082

2082

2084



CONTENTS

563.

564.

565.

566.

567.

568.

569.

570.

571.

572.

573.

Official Spokesperson’s response to a question on reports about
UK Visa bond.
New Delhi, November 5, 2013.

VIII - INDIA AND THE UN

Joint press statement on Meeting of India-U.S. Joint Working
Group on UN Peacekeeping.
New Delhi, February 14, 2013.

Statement by India at the Closing Plenary of the UN
Conference on Arms Trade Treaty.
New York, March 28, 2013.

Statement by Shri Ranjan Mathai, Foreign Secretary at the
Conference on Disarmament in Geneva.
Geneva, June 18, 2013.

Visit of Commissioner-General of the United Nations Relief
and Works Agency (UNRWA), to India.
New Delhi, September 4, 2013.

Media Briefing by Official Spokesperson and Additional Secretary
(International Organizations) on the UN General Assembly
Session, visit of the Foreign Minister of Latvia, External Affairs
Minister’s visit to Canada and Prime Minister's Special Envoy
Ashwani Kumar’s meetings in Tokyo in connection with the visit
of Emperor of Japan.

New Delhi, Sept 18, 2013.

Media Briefing by Foreign Secretary on Prime Minister’s Visit to
USA and UNGA.
New Delhi, September 20, 2013.

Prime Minister’s statement prior to his departure for a bilateral visit
to the USA and to attend the UN General Assembly Session.
New Delhi, September 25, 2013.

Joint Press Statement on the Ministerial Meeting of the G4
Countries (Brazil, Germany, India and Japan) in the margins of the
68th Session of the UN General Assembly.

New York, September 26, 2013.

Statement by the Prime Minister in the General Debate of the 68th
Session of the UN General Assembly.
New York, September 28, 2013.

Statement by Ambassador D.B. Venkatesh Varma, Permanent
Representative of India to the Conference on Disarmament ,
at 2013 Meeting of States Parties to the Biological Weapons
Convention.

Geneva, December 9, 2013.

LXXV

2085

2089

2090

2091

2095

2096

2116

2128

2130

2133

2137



LXXVI INDIA’S FOREIGN RELATIONS - 2003

IX - INDIA AT THE UN

| - SECURITY COUNCIL

574. Statement by Ambassador Hardeep Singh Puri Permanent
Representative, at the open debate on UN Peacekeeping: A
Multidimensional Approach at the UNSC. 2145
New York, January 21, 2013.

575. Statement by Ambassador Hardeep Singh Puri, Permanent
Representative in the Security Council Open Debate on “The
situation in the Middle East, including the Palestinian Question. 2148
New York, January 23, 2013.

576. STATEMENT BY AMBASSADOR HARDEEP SINGH PURI,
PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE , AT THE OPEN DEBATE
ON PROTECTION OF CIVILIANS IN ARMED CONFLICT AT
THE UNITED NATIONS SECURITY COUNCIL. 2151
New York, February 12, 2013.

577. Extempore remarks by Ambassador Manjeev Singh Puri, Deputy
Permanent Representative at the Arria Formula Meeting of the
UNSC on “The Security Dimensions of Climate Change”. 2154
New York, February 15, 2013.

578. Statement by Ambassador Manjeev Singh Puri, Acting Permanent
Representative, Debate on “situation in Afghanistan” at the UN
Security Council. 2155
New York, March 19, 2013.

579. STATEMENT BY MR. AMIT KUMAR, COUNSELLOR DURING
THE OPEN DEBATE UNDER THE AGENDA ITEM - WOMEN
AND PEACE AND SECURITY AT THE UNITED NATIONS
SECURITY COUNCIL. 2159
New York, APRIL 17, 2013.

580. Statement by Ambassador Asoke Kumar Mukerji, Permanent
Representative in the Security Council Open Debate on “The
situation in the Middle East, including the Palestinian Question”. 2162
New York, April 24, 2013.

581. Statement by Ambassador Asoke Kumar Mukerji, Permanent
Representative of India at the Debate of the United Nations
Security Council on the Agenda Item “Children and Armed
Conflict”. 2164
New York, June 17, 2013.

582. Statement by Amb. M.S. Puri, Deputy Permanent Representative
of India to the UN at the Security Council Open Debate on
“Maintenance of international peace and security: conflict
prevention and natural resources”. 2167
New York, June 19, 2013.



CONTENTS

583.

584.

585.

586.

587.

588.

589.

590.

591.

592.

Statement by Amb. Manjeev Singh Puri, Deputy Permanent
Representative of India to the UN at the Security Council
Debate on UN Assistance Mission in Afghanistan.

New York, June 20, 2013.

Statement by Ambassador Asoke Kumar Mukerji, Permanent
Representative of India to the UN at the UN Security Council
Open Debate on “Sexual Violence in Conflict” under
Agenda Item on “Women and Peace and Security”.

New York, June 24, 2013.

Statement by Ambassador Asoke Kumar Mukerji, Permanent
Representative, in the Security Council Open Debate on
Protection of Civilians: Protection of Journalists in Conflict
Situations.

New York, July 17, 2013.

Statement by Ambassador Asoke Kumar Mukerji, Permanent
Representative, at the UN Security Council Open Debate on
Situation in the Middle East, including the Palestinian Question.
New York, July 23, 2013.

Statement by Ambassador Asoke Kumar Mukerji, Permanent
Representative, Open Debate on “Cooperation between the
United Nation and regional and sub-regional organizations in
maintaining international peace and security” at the United
Nations Security Council.

New York, August 6, 2013.

Statement by Ambassador Asoke Kumar Mukerji Permanent
Representative, in the Security Council Open Debate on
“Protection of Civilians in armed conflict”.

New York, August 19, 2013.

Statement by Ambassador Manjeev Singh Puri, Deputy
Permanent Representative, Debate on UN Assistance Mission
in Afghanistan at the United Nations Security Council.

New York, September 19, 2013.

STATEMENT BY MR. M. KRISHNASSWAMY, MEMBER OF
PARLAIMENT & MEMBER OF THE INDIAN DELEGATION,
DURING THE OPEN DEBATE ON ‘WOMEN AND PEACE

AND SECURITY’ AT THE UNITED NATIONS SECURITY COUNCIL.

New York, October 18, 2013.

Statement by Mrs. Preneet Kaur Minister of State for External
Affairs, Debate on the “Situation in the Middle East, including the
Palestinian Question” in the UN Security Council.

New York, October 22, 2013.

Statement by Dr. Ahwani Kumar Member of Parliament & Member
of the Indian delegation on the Open Debate on Security Council
Working Method.

New York, October 29, 2013.

LXXVII

2169

2172

2174

2177

2179

2181

2183

2186

2189

2191



LXXVIII

593.

594.

595.

596.

597.

598.

599.

600.

601.

INDIA’S FOREIGN RELATIONS - 2003

Statement by Ambassador Asoke Kumar Mukerji, Permanent
Representative on United Nations Security Council debate on
“Situation in Afghanistan”.

New York, December 17, 2013.

(I GENERAL ASSEMBLY

Statement by Ambassador Hardeep Singh Puri, Permanent
Representative at the First Regular Session of Executive
Board of UN Women on.

New York, January 23, 2013.

Statement by Ambassador Hardeep Singh Puri, Permanent
Representative at UNDP Segment of the First Regular Session
2013 of the Executive Board of UNDP/UNFPA/UNOPS.

New York, January 28, 2013.

Statement by Ambassador Hardeep Singh Puri, Permanent
Representative, at UNDP Segment discussing Evaluation
Report on UNDP contribution to Poverty Reduction at UNDP
Segment of the First Regular Session 2013 of the Executive
Board of UNDP/UNFPA/UNOPS.

New York, January 30, 2013.

Extempore Remarks by Ambassador Manjeev Singh Puri, Deputy
Permanent Representative, at Joint Meeting of Executive Boards
of UNDP UNDP/UNFPA/UNOPS, UNICEF, UN Women and WFP
on operationalising the decisions of the QCPR.

New York, February 4, 2013.

Statement by Ambassador Manjeev Singh Puri, Deputy Permanent
Representative, at the First Regular Session 2013 of the Executive
Board of UNICEF.

New York, February 5, 2013.

Statement by Mr. Prakash Gupta, First Secretary, on Agenda
Item 13 during Pledging Segment at the First Regular Session
2013 of the UNICEF Executive Board.

New York, February 7, 2013.

Statement by Ambassador Manjeev Singh Puri, Deputy Permanent
Representative, at the global launch of the International Year of
Quinua- 2013 at the UNGA.

New York, February 20, 2013.

Intervention by Smt. Krishna Tirath, Minister for Women and
Child Development, India during the High Level Round Table
at the 57th Session of the Commission of Status of Women.
New York, March 4, 2013.

2194

2201

2205

2208

2211

2214

2217

2218

2222



CONTENTS LXXIX

602. STATEMENT BY MRS. KRISHNA TIRATH, MINISTER FOR WOMEN
& CHILD DEVELOPMENT DURING THE GENERAL DISCUSSION
AT THE 57TH SESSION OF THE COMMISSION OF STATUS OF
WOMEN. 2223
NEW YORK, MARCH 5, 2013.

603. STATEMENT BY MR. ALOK A. DIMRI, COUNSELLOR, ON
AGEBNDA ITEM 146 - ADMINISTRATIVE AND BUDGETARY
ASPECTS OF FINANCING UNPKOs AT THE 5TH COMMITTEE
FORMAL MEETING AT ITS FIRST RESUMED SESSION ON
THE SENIOR ADVISORY GROUP (SAG) ON TROOP COST. 2226
NEW YORK, MARCH 8, 2013.

604. Statement by Ambassador Manjeev Singh Puri, Acting
Permanent Representative, On behalf of the Asia-Pacific troika
of India, Pakistan and Sri Lanka at the First Meeting of the Open
Working Group on Sustainable Development Goals, at the
United Nations General Assembly. 2228
New York, March 14, 2013.

605. Statement by Ambassador Sujata Mehta, Permanent
Representative to the Conference on Disarmament, Geneva at
the Arms Trade Treaty Conference. 2233
New York, March 18, 2013.

605-A. Extempore Remarks made by Ambassador Manjeev Singh Puri,
Acting Permanent Representative at the Annual Retreat of the
United Nations Office for South-South Cooperation (UNOSSC). 2233
New York, March 20, 2013.

606. Remarks by Ambassador Manjeev Singh Puri, Acting Permanent
Representative, at the Opening Session of Conference on the
theme "Right to Work" on the occasion of World Down Syndrome
Day at United Nations. 2238
New York, March 21, 2013.

607. Remarks by Amb. Manjeev Singh Puri, Acting Permanent
Representative, at the High Level Interactive Dialogue of the
UNGA on water cooperation, World Water Day. 2239
New York, March 22, 2013.

608. Statement by Ambassador Sujata Mehta, Permanent Representative
of India to the Conference on Disarmament at the 2013 Substantive
Session of United Nations Disarmament Commission. 2242
New York, April 1, 2013.

609. Statement by Ambassador Manjeev Singh Puri, Deputy Permanent
Representative, at the Meeting of the Ad-Hoc Committee (Measures
to eliminate international terrorism) for elaboration of a
Comprehensive Convention on International Terrorism. 2245
New York, April 8, 2013.



LXXX

610.

611.

612.

613.

614.

615.

616.

617.

618.

INDIA’S FOREIGN RELATIONS - 2003

Statement by Ambassador Manjeev Singh Puri, Deputy
Permanent Representative, Debate on "The Role of International
Criminal Justice in Reconciliation" at the United Nations General
Assembly.

New York, April 10, 2013.

Extempore Remarks by Ambassador Manjeev S. Puri, Deputy
Permanent Representative at the UNGA thematic debate on
"The UN and Global Economic Governance".

New York, April 15, 2013.

Statement by Ambassador Asoke Kumar Mukerji, Permanent
Representative, at the Ninth Round of Intergovernmental
Negotiations on the question of equitable representation on
and increase in the membership of the Security Council and
other matters related to the Council.

New York, April 16, 2013.

Statement by Ambassador Manjeev Singh Puri, Deputy Permanent
Representative, at the Open Working Group on Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs)- Session on Poverty Eradication.

New York, April 19, 2013.

Statement by Ambassador Manjeev Singh Puri, Deputy Permanent

Representative, at the 35th Session of the Committee on Information.

New York, April 23, 2013.

STATEMENT BY MR. DEVESH UTTAM, FIRST SECRETARY,
ON 'ROLE AND AUTHORITY OF HE GENERAL ASSEMBLY"' AT
THE MEETING OF THE AD HOC WORKING GROUP OF THE
REVITALIZATION OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY.

New York, APRIL 29, 2013.

Extempore Remarks by Ambassador Manjeev Singh Puri, Deputy
Permanent Representative at the General Assembly Consultative
Workshops on "Development, transfer and dissemination of clean
and environmentally sound technologies in developing countries".
New York, May 1, 2013.

Statement by Mr. Devesh Uttam, First Secretary at the Meeting
of the Ad hoc Working Group on the Revitalization of the
General Assembly.

New York, 10 May 2013.

Statement by Ambassador Asoke Kumar Mukerji, Permanent
Representative at High Level Meeting of the UN General
Assembly on the Appraisal of the Global Plan of Action to Combat
rafficking in Persons.

Ney York, May 14, 2013.

2247

2249

2252

2255

2258

2261

2263

2266

2268



CONTENTS

619.

620.

621.

622.

623.

624.

625.

626.

627.

India's explanation of vote delivered by Ambassador Asoke
Kumar Mukerji, Permanent Representative at the United
Nations General Assembly - Resolution on Syria.

New York, May 15. 2013.

Statement by Ambassador Asoke Kumar Mukerji, Permanent
Representative, at the International Day of Vesak celebrations
in the United Nations.

New York, May 24, 2013.

Remarks by Ambassador Asoke Kumar Mukerji, Permanent
Representative of India to UN at Commemoration Event of
Centenary Year of Nobel Prize Award for Literature to Gurudev
Rabindranath Tagore.

New York, May 30, 2013.

Statement by Ambassador Manjeev Singh Puri, Deputy
Permanent Representative of India at the Intersessional Meeting
of the 17th High Level Committee on South South Cooperation.
New York, June 4, 2013.

Statement by Ambassador Manjeev Singh Puri, Deputy
Permanent Representative of India to UN, during UNDP
Segment discussing Evaluation Reports on UNDP contribution
to South South Cooperation and UNDP's Evaluation of Strategic
Plan 2008- 2013 at the Annual Session 2013 of the Executive
Board of UNDP/UNFPA/UNOPS.

New York, June 7, 2013.

Statement by Ambassador Manjeev Singh Puri, Deputy
Permanent representative of India to UN at UNDP Segment
of the Annual Session 2013 of the Executive Board of UNDP
JUNFPA/UNOPS.

New York, June 10, 2013.

Statement by Ambassador Asoke Kumar Mukerji Permanent
Representative of India to the UN on Agenda Item 11:
"Implementation of the Declaration of Commitment on HIV/AIDS
and the Political Declaration on HIV/AIDS" at the UNGA.

New York, June 10, 2013.

Statement by Ambassador Asoke Kumar Mukerji Permanent
Representative of India to the UN on Agenda Item 11:
"Implementation of the Declaration of Commitment on

HIV/AIDS and the Political Declaration on HIV/AIDS" at the UNGA.

New York, June 10, 2013.

Statement by India on behalf of the Asia-Pacific Troika of India,
Pakistan and Sri Lanka at the Fourth Meeting of the Open

Working Group on Sustainable Development Goals [Discussion

LXXXI

2270

2273

2274

2276

2279

2281

2284

2286



LXXXII

628.

629.

630.

631.

632.

633.

634.

635.

INDIA’'S FOREIGN RELATIONS - 2003

on: Health and population dynamics, Employment and decent
work for all, social protection, youth and education].
New York, June 17, 2013.

Statement by Ambassador Manjeev Singh Puri, Deputy
Permanent Representative of India to UN, at the Annual
Session 2013 of the Executive Board of UNICEF.

New York on J une 18, 2013.

Statement by Ambassador Manjeev Singh Puri, Deputy
Permanent Representative of India to the UN at the annual
session of Executive Board of UN Women.

New York, June 25, 2013.

Statement by Ambassador Asoke Kumar Mukerji, Permanent
Representative of India to the United Nations at the Ninth
Round of Intergovernmental Negotiations on the question of
equitable representation on and increase in the membership
of the United Nations Security Council and other matters
related to the Council in New York.

New York, June 27, 2013.

Statement by Ambassador Manjeev Singh Puri, Deputy
Permanent Representative of India to the UN, New York at the
High Level Segment of the ECOSOC.

Geneva, July 1-4, 2013.

Statement by Mr. Awanish Kumar Awasthi, Joint Secretary,
Department of Disability Affairs, Ministry of Social Justice &
Empowerment, Government of India, During the Sixth Session
of the Conference of the State Parties to the Convention on the
Rights of Persons with Disabilities.

New York, July 17, 2013.

STATEMENT BY MR. DEVESH UTTAM, FIRST SECRETARY,
AT THE FOURTH WORKING SESSION OF THE
INTERGOVERNMENTAL OPEN-ENDED WORKING GROUP
ON AGE.

NEW YORK, AUGUST 12, 2013.

Statement by Ambassador Manjeev Singh Puri, Deputy Permanent
Representative, at UNDP Segment of the Second Regular Session
2013 of the Executive Board of UNDP/UNFPA/UNOPS.

New York, September 9, 2013.

Statement by Ambassador Manjeev Singh Puri, Deputy
Permanent Representative, at the informal Interactive Dialogue
on the Report of the Secretary-General on the Responsibility to
Protect: State Responsibility and Prevention.

New York, September 11, 2013.

2289

2292

2294

2297

2300

2303

2307

2309

2312



CONTENTS

636.

637.

638.

639.

640.

641.

642.

643.

644.

STATEMENT BY AMBASSADOR MANJEEV SINGH PURI,
DEPUTY PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE, AT THE
SECOND REGULAR SESSION OF EXECUTIVE BOARD OF
UN WOMEN.

NEW YORK, SEPTEMBER 16, 2013.

STATEMENT BY MS. KUMARI SELJA, MINISTER OF SOCIAL
JUSTICE & EMPOWERMENT AT THE HIGH LEVEL MEETING OF
THE UNGA ON THE REALIZATION OF THE MDGs AND OTHER
INTERNATIONALLY AGREED DEVELOPMENT GOALS FOR
PERSONSWITH DISABILITIES WITH THE OVERARCHING THEME
'THE WAY FORWARD: A DISABILITY-INCLUSIVE DEVELOPMENT
AGENDA TOWARDS 2015 AND BEYOND.

NEW YORK, SEPTEMBER 23, 2013.

STATEMENT BY MR. SALMAN KURSHID, MINISTER OF
EXTERNAL AFFAIRS, AT THE INAUGURAL MEETING OF
THE HIGH LEVEL POLITICAL FORUM (HLPF).

NEW YORK, SEPTEMBER 24, 2013.

Statement by H.E. Mrs. Suiatha Singh, Foreign Secretary Ministry
of External Affairs, at the Special Event to follow-up efforts made
towards achieving the Millennium Development Goals.

New York, September 25, 2013.

Statement by Mr. Pavan Kapoor, Joint Secretary, at the Ministerial
Meeting of the Group of Friends of the UN Secretary-General on
Myanmar.

New York, September 26, 2013.

Statement by the Minister for External Affairs H.E MR. Salman
Khurshid, Minister of External Affairs, at the High Level Meeting
of the General Assembly on Nuclear Disarmament.

New York, September 26, 2013.

STATEMENT BY H.E. MR SALMAN KURSHID, MINISTER OF
EXTERNAL AFFAIRS, AT THE 37TH ANNUAL MEETING OF
MINISTERS OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS GROUP OF 77 AT THE

68TH SESSION OF THE UNITED NATIONS GENERAL ASSEMBLY.
NEW YORK, SEPTEMBER 26,2013.

Intervention made by Shri Navtej Sarna, AS (1O) at the Ministerial
Meeting of the NAM Committee on Palestine.
New York, September 26. 2013.

Statement of the Prime Minister of India in the General
Debate of the 68th Session of the UN General Assembly.
New York, September 28, 2013.

LXXXII

2314

2317

2320

2322

2325

2328

2330

2334

2336



LXXXIV

645.

646.

647.

648.

649.

650.

651.

652.

Statement by H.E. Ambassador Navtej Sarna, Additional
Secretary, Ministry of External Affairs, on the 12th Annual
Meeting of Foreign Ministers of Landlocked Developing
Countries [LLDCs] at 68th Session of the 68th Session of the
United Nations General Assembly.

New York, September 30, 2013.

Remarks by Ambassador Asoke K Mukerji, Permanent
Representative of India to UN at Special Event to Commemorate
"International Day of Non Violence".

New York, October 2, 2013.

Statement by His Excellency Mr. Asoke Mukerji, Permanent
Representative, on Second High level Dialogue on International
Migration and Development.

New York, October 4, 2013.

STATEMENT BY MR. M. KRISHNASSWAMY, MEMBER OF
PARLIAMENT AND MEMBER OF THE INDIAN DELEGATION,

ON AGENDA ITEM 27 'SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT" AT THE THIRD
COMMITTEE OF THE 68TH SESSION OF THE UNITED NATIONS
GENERAL ASSEMBLY.

NEW YORK, OCTOBER 7. 2013.

Statement by Mr. Arun Jaitley, Member of Parliament, & Member of
the Indian Delegation, at Sixth High Level Dialogue on Financing for
Development, at the 68th Session of the United Nations General
Assembly.

NEW YORK, October 7, 2013.

STATEMENT BY SHRI ARUN JAITLEY, MEMBER OF
PARLIAMENT & MEMBER OF THE INDIAN DELEGATION,

ON AGENDA ITEM 110 "MEASURES TO ELIMINATE
INTERNATIONAL TERRORISM" AT THE SIXTH COMMITTEE
OF THE 68TH SESSION OF THE UNITED NATIONS GENERAL
ASSEMBLY.

NEW YORK, OCTOBER 8, 2013.

STATEMENT BY MR. M. KRISHNASSWAMY, MEMBER OF
PARLIAMENT & MEMBER OF THE INDIAN DELEGATION, ON
AGENDA ITEM 108 - 'CRIME PREVENTION & CRIMINAL
JUSTICE & ITEM 109: 'INTERNATIONAL DRUG CONTROL
AT THE THIRD COMMITTEE OF THE 68TH SESSION OF THE
UNITED NATIONS GENERAL ASSEMBLY.

NEW YORK, OCTOBER 9, 2013.

STATEMENT BY MR. S.C. MISRA, MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT
AND MEMBER OF THE INDIAN DELEGATION, ON AGENDA
ITEM 85: "THE RULE OF LAW AT THE NATIONAL AND
INTERNATIONAL LEVELS" AT THE SIXTH COMMITTEE OF

INDIA’S FOREIGN RELATIONS - 2003

2341

2343

2345

2349

2352

2355

2359



CONTENTS

653.

654.

655.

656.

657.

658.

659.

THE SIXTY-EIGHTH SESSION OF THE UNITED NATIONS
GENERAL ASSEMBLY.
NEW YORK, OCTOBER 9, 2013.

Statement by Ambassador D.B. Venkatesh Varma, Permanent
Representative of India to the Conference of Disarmament,
Geneva at the General Debate of the First Committee of 68th
United Nations General Assembly.

New York, October 9, 2013.

Statement by Mr, Satish Chandra Misra, Member of Parliament

& Member of the Indian Delegation on Agenda Item 111 Report

of the Secretary-General on the Work of the Organization at the 68th
Session of the United Nations General ,Assembly.

New York, October 9, 2013.

Statement by Mr. E. Ahamed, Minister of State for External Affairs
at the General Debate of the Second Committee of the 68th
Session of the United Nations General Assembly.

New York, October 10, 2013.

Statement by Mr. Aran Jaitley, Member of Parliament & the
Member of the Indian Delegation, on Agenda Item 131 -
Financial Reports & Reports of the Board of Auditors at the 5th
Committee of the 68th Session of the United Nations General
Assembly.

New York, October 11, 2013.

Statement by Mr. E. Ahamed, Minister of State of External Affairs
General Debate - Agenda Item 28 "Advancement of Women" in
the Third Committee, 68th United Nations General Assembly.
New York, October 11, 2013.

STATEMENT BY MR. E. AHAMED, MINISTER OF STATE FOR
EXTERNAL AFFAIRS, AT THE JOINT DEBATE ON THE
INTERNATIONAL CRIMINAL TRIBUNAL FOR RWANDA

[AGENDA ITEM 73] THE INTERNATIONAL TRIBUNAL FOR THE
FORMER YUGOSLAVIA [AGENDA ITEM 74]; AND INTERNATIONAL
RESIDUAL MECHANISM FOR CRIMINAL TRIBUNALS [AGENDA
ITEM 132]. AT THE 68TH SESSION OF THE UNITED NATIONS
GENERAL ASSEMBLY.

NEW YORK, OCTOBER 14, 2013.

STATEMENT BY MR. M. KRISHNASSWAMY, MEMBER OF
PARLIAMENT & MEMBER OF THE INDIAN DELEGATION, AT
THE GENERAL DEBATE UNDER AGENDA ITEM 24 (A) & (B)
ON OPERATIONAL ACTIVITIES FOR DEVELOPMENT
COVERING QCPR AND SOUTH SOUTH COOPERATION IN
THE 2ND COMMITTEE DURING THE 68TH SESSION OF THE
UNITED NATIONS GENERAL ASSEMBLY.

LXXXV

2363

2366

2370

2373

2376

2378

2382

2385



LXXXVI

660.

661.

662.

663.

664.

665.

666.

NEW YORK, OCTOBER 14, 2013.

Statement by Mr. Arun Jaitley, Member of Parliament & Member
of the Indian Delegation, on Agenda Item 55 - Question Relating
to Information at the Special Political Decolonization [Fourth]
Committee of the 68 th Session of the United Nations General
Assembly.

New York, October 16, 2013.

STATEMENT BY DR. VISHNU DUTT SHARMA, COUNSELLOR

ON AGENDA ITEM 78 - "CRMINAL ACCOUNTABILITY OF

UNITED NATIONS OFFICIALS AND EXPERTS ON MISSION" AT
THE SIXTH COMMITTEE OF THE 68TH SESSION OF THE UNITED
NATIONS GENERAL ASSEMBLY.

NEW YORK, OCTOBER 16, 2013.

Statement by Mr. M. Krishnasswamy, Member of Parliament &
Member of the Indian Delegation, On Agenda Item 18: "Follow-Up
to and Implementation of the Outcome of the 2002 International
Conference on Financing for Development and the 2008 Review
Conference" & Agenda Item 17 (b): "International Financial System
and Development" at the Second Committee of the 68th Session of
the United Nations General Assembly.

New York, October 16, 2013.

STATEMENT BY AMBASSADOR MANJEEV SINGH PURI, DEPUTY
PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE, ON AGENDA ITEM 86 "THE
SCOPE AND APPLICATION OF THE PRINCIPLE OF UNIVERSAL
JURISDICTION" AT THE SIXTH COMMITTEE OF THE 68TH
SESSION OF THE UNITED NATIONS GENERAL ASSEMBLY.

NEW YORK, OCTOBER 17, 2013.

Statement by Mr. M. Krishnasswamy, Member of Parliament &
Member of the Indian Delegation, on Agenda Item 23: "Eradication
of Poverty - Implementation of the Second United Nations Decade
for the Eradication of Poverty (2008-2017)" at the Second
Committee of the 68th Session of the United Nations General
Assembly .

New York, October 17, 2013.

Statement by Mr. M. Krishnasswamy, Member of Parliament and
Member of the Indian delegation on Agenda Item 65 - 'Promotion
and Protection of the Rights of Children' at the Third Committee
of the 68th Session of the United Nations General Assembly.
New York, October 17, 2013.

Statement by Ambassador DB Venkatesh Varma. Permanent
Representative of India to Conference on Disarmament on
Thematic Debate on Nuclear Weapons at the First Committee
of the 68th Session of the United Nations General Assembly.
New York, October 18, 2013.

INDIA’S FOREIGN RELATIONS - 2003

2388

2391

2394

2397

2399

2402

2404



CONTENTS

667.

668.

Statement by Mr. Vipul, Counsellor, PMI to CD, Geneva during the
First Committee Thematic Debate on UN Disarmament Machinery.
New York, October 21, 2013.

Statement by Ambassador D.B Venkatesh Varma, Permanent
Representative of India to Conference on Disarmament on
Thematic Debate on Nuclear Weapons at the First Committee of
the 68th Session of the United Nations General Assembly.

New York, October 21, 2013.

668-A STATEMENT BY DR. ASHWANI KUMAR, MEMBER OF

669.

670.

671.

672.

PARLIAMENT & MEMBER OF THE INDIAN DELEGATION, ON
AGENDA ITEM 120 - 'FOLLOW-UP TO THE COMMEMORATION
OF THE TWO-HUNDREDTH ANNIVERSARY OF THE ABOLITION
OF THE TRANSLANTIC SLAVE TRADE - AT THE 68TH SESSION
OF THE UNITED NATIONS GENERAL ASSEMBLY.

NEW YORK, OCTOBER 21, 2013.

STATEMENT BY MR. AVINASH PANDE, MEMBER OF
PARLIAMENT AND MEMBER OF THE INDIAN DELEGATION ON
AGENDA ITEM - 77, "RESPONSIBILITY OF STATES FOR
INTERNATIONALLY WRONGFUL ACTS" AT THE SIXTH
COMMITTEE OF THE SIXTY-EIGHTH SESSION OF THE UNITED
NATIONS GENERAL ASSEMBLY.

NEW YORK, OCTOBER 21, 2013.

Statement by Mrs. Rajani Patil, Member of Parliament & Member

of the Indian Delegation, On Agenda Item 22: "Groups of countries
in special situations: Follow-up to the Fourth United Nations
Conference on the Least Developed Countries; Comprehensive
10-year Review Conference on the Implementation of the Almaty
Programme of Action" at the Second Committee 68th Session of the
United Nations General Assembly.

NEW YORK, October 21, 2013.

STATEMENT BY DR. VISHNU DUTT SHARMA, COUNSELLOR,
ON AGENDA ITEM 87: "THE LAW OF TRANSBOUNDARY
AQUIFERS" AT THE SIXTH COMMITTEE OF THE 68TH SESSION
OF THE UNITED NATIONS GENERAL ASSEMBLY.

NEW YORK, OCTOBER 22, 2013.

Statement by Mrs. Rajani Patil, Member of Parliament & Member
of the Indian Delegation, on Agenda Item 69: "Promotion and
Protection of Human Rights (A) Implementation of Human Rights
Instruments, (D) Comprehensive Implementation of and follow-up
to the Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action" at the Third
Committee of the 68th Session of the United Nations General
Assembly.

New York, October 22, 2013.

LXXXVII

2408

2411

2416

2418

2419

2423

2424



LXXXVIII

673.

674.

675.

676.

677.

678.

Satement by Dr. Ashwani Kumar, Member of Parliament & Member
of the Indian Delegation, on Agenda Item 16: "Information and
Communications Technologies for Development" at the Second
Committee of the 68th Session of the United Nations General
Assembly.

New York, October 22, 2013.

STATEMENT BY MR. MOHAMMED ADEEB, MEMBER OF
PARLIAMENT AND MEMBER OF THE INDIAN DELEGATION, ON
AGENDA ITEM - 83 "CONSIDERATION OF PREVENTION OF
TRANSBOUNDARY HARM FROM HAZARDOUS ACTIVITIES
AND ALLOCATION OF LOSS IN THE CASE OF SUCH HARM" AT
THE SIXTH COMMITTEE OF THE SIXTY-EIGHTH SESSION OF
THE UNITED NATIONS GENERAL ASSEMBLY.

NEW YORK, OCTOBER 22, 2013.

Statement by Mrs. Shruti Choudhry, Member of Parliament & Member
of the Indian Delegation, On Agenda Item 21: "Globalization and
interdependence: (a) Role of the United Nations in promoting
development in the context of globalization and interdependence (d)
Culture and development" at the Second Committee of the 68th
Session of the United Nations General Assembly.

New York, October 23, 2013.

Statement by Mrs. Shruti Choudhry, Member of Parliament & Member
of the Indian Delegation, on Agenda Item 17 (a): "Macroeconomic
Policy Questions: International Trade and Development" at the
Second Committee of the 68th Session of the United Nations
General Assembly.

New York, October 24, 2013.

STATEMENT BY MR AVINASH PANDE, MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT
& MEMBER OF THE INDIAN DELEGATION, ON AGENDA ITEM 50 -
INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION IN THE PEACEFUL USES OF
OUTER SPACE, AT THE SPECIAL POLITICAL & DECOLONIZATION
[FOURTH] COMMITTEE OF THE 68TH SESSION OF THE UNITED
NATIONS GENERAL ASSEMBLY.

NEW YORK, OCTOBER 24, 2013.

Statement by Hon'ble Ms. Preneet Kaur, Minister of State for External
Affairs at the Joint debate in UNGA under Agenda item 63(a) and (b)
and 13 on New Partnership for Africa's Development and
International Support; Causes of Conflict and the Promotion of
Durable Peace and Sustainable Development in Africa; Reports of
the Secretary General ((A/68/222 AND A/68/220-S/2013/475); AND
2001 - 2010 DECADE TO ROLL BACK MALARIA IN DEVELOPING
COUNTRIES, PARTICULARY IN AFRICA.

New York, October 25, 2013.

INDIA’S FOREIGN RELATIONS - 2003

2427

2431

2434

2437

2440

2443



CONTENTS

679.

680.

681.

682.

683.

684.

685.

686.

687.

Statement by Dr. Ashwani Kumar, Member of Parliament & Member
of the Indian Delegation. during the Thematic Debate on Other
Weapons Mass Destruction at the First Committee of 68th United
Nations General Assembly.

New York, October 25, 2013.

Statement by Mr. Avinash Pande, Member of Parliament & Member
of the Indian Delegation on Agenda Item 49-Effects of Atomic
Radiation at the Special Political and Decolonization [Fourth]
Committee of the 68th Session of the UNGA.

New York, October 25, 2013.

Statement by Dr. Ashwani Kumar, Member of Parliament and
Member of the Indian Delegation, on Agenda Item No. 134
"Proposed Programme Budget: Biennium 2014-15" at the Fifth
Committee of the 68th Session of the United Nations General
Assembly.

New York, October 28, 2013

tatement by Mr. Mohammed Adeeb, Member of Parliament &
Member of the Indian Delegation, on Agenda Item 40: "Necessity
Of Ending The Economic, Commercial And Financial Blockade
Against Cuba" at the 68th Session of the United Nations General
Assembly.

New York, October 29, 2013.

Statement by Mrs. Shruti Choudhry, Member of Parliament &
Member of the Indian Delegation, on Agenda Item 25: "Agriculture
evelopment, Food Security and Nutrition" at the Second Committee
of the 68th Session of the United Nations General Assembly.

New York , October 29, 2013.

Statement by Mr. Vipul, Counsellor, Permanent Mission of India to
CD Thematic debate on "Other Disarmament Measures and
International Security" at 68th Session of the First Committee.
New York, October 30, 2013.

Statement by Mrs. Pratibha Parkar, Counsellor, PMI to UN, during
the thematic debate on Conventional Weapons, at 68th Session of
UNGA. First Committee.

New York, October 30, 2013,

STATEMENT BY DR. NEERU CHADHA, JOINT SECRETARY, ON
AGENDA ITEM 81 "REPORT OF THE INTERNATIONAL LAW
COMMISSION ON THE WORK OF ITS SIXTY-FIFTH SESSION-
Part-1" AT THE SIXTH COMMITTEE OF THE 68TH SESSION OF
THE UNITED NATIONS GENERAL ASSEMBLY.

NEW YORK, OCTOBER 30, 2013.

Statement by Mr. Mohammed Adeeb, Hon'ble Member of
Parliament and Member of the Indian Delegation, on Agenda ltem
No. 53 "Comprehensive Review of the Whole Question of

LXXXIX

2446

2449

2453

2457

2460

2463

2465

2467



XC

688.

689.

690.

691.

692.

693.

694.

INDIA’S FOREIGN RELATIONS - 2003

Peacekeeping Operations in all their Aspects" at the Fourth
Committee General Debate of the 68th Session of the United
Nations General Assembly.

New York, October 30, 2013.

STATEMENT BY MRS. RAJANI PATIL, MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT
AND MEMBER OF THE INDIAN DELEGATION, ON AGENDA
ITEM: 72 "REPORT OF THE INTERNATIONAL COURT OF
JUSTICE" AT THE 68TH SESSION OF THE UNITED NATIONS
GENERAL ASSEMBLY.

NEW YORK, OCTOBER 31, 2013.

STATEMENT BY DR. NEERU CHADHA, JOINT SECRETARY, ON
AGENDA ITEM 81 "REPORT OF THE INTERNATIONAL LAW
COMMISSION ON THE WORK OF ITS SIXTY-FIFTH SESSION-
Part-2" AT THE SIXTH COMMITTEE OF THE 68TH SESSION OF
THE UNITED NATIONS GENERAL ASSEMBLY.

NEW YORK, NOVEMBER 1, 2013.

STATEMENT BY MR. P. RAJEEVE, MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT
AND MEMBER OF THE INDIAN DELEGATION ON, AGENDA ITEM
81 "REPORT OF THE INTERNATIONAL LAW COMMISSION ON
THE WORK OF ITS SIXTY-FIFTH SESSION- Part 3" AT THE SIXTH
COMMITTEE OF THE 68TH SESSION OF THE UNITED NATIONS
GENERAL ASSEMBLY.

NEW YORK, NOVEMBER 4, 2013.

STATEMENT BY MR. MD. NADIMUL HAQUE, MEMBER OF
PARLIAMENT & MEMBER OF THE INDIAN DELEGATION, ON
AGENDA ITEM 19 - SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT AT THE
SECOND COMMITTEE OF THE 68TH SESSION OF THE UNITED
NATIONS GENERAL ASSEMBLY.

NEW YORK, NOVEMBER 4, 2013.

STATEMENT BY MR. SHATRUGHAN SINHA, MEMBER OF
PARLIAMENT & MEMBER OF THE INDIAN DELEGATION ON THE
ANNUAL REPORT OF THE IAEA FOR THE YEAR 2012 AT THE
68TH SESSION OF THE UNITED NATIONS GENERAL ASSEMBLY.
NEW YORK, NOVEMBER 5, 2013.

STATEMENT BY MRS. RAJKUMARI RATNA SINGH, MEMBER OF
PARLIAMENT & MEMBER OF THE INDIAN DELEGATION, ON
AGENDA ITEM-11 - SPORTS FOR PEACE AND DEVELOPMENT:
BUILDING A PEACEFUL AND BETTER WORLD THROUGH
SPORT AND THE OLYMPIC IDEAL AT THE 68TH SESSION OF
THE UNITED NATONS GENERAL ASSEMBY.

NEW YORK, NOVEMBER 6, 2013.

STATEMENT BY MR ARVIND KUIMAR SINGH, MEMBER OF
PARLIAMENT & MEMBER OF THE INDIAN DELEGATION, ON

2470

2473

2476

2478

2481

2485

2490



CONTENTS XClI

695.

696.

697.

698.

699.

AGENDA ITEM 62 - "REPORT OF THE UNIED NATIONS HIGH
COMMISSIONER FOR REFUGEES, QUESTIONS RELATING TO
REFUGEES, RETURNEES AND DISPLACED PERSONS AND
HUMANITARIAN QUESTIONS" AT THE THIRD COMMITTEE OF

THE 68TH SESSION OF THE UNITED NATIONS GENERAL

ASSEMBLY. 2493
NEW YORK, NOVEMBER 6, 2013.

STATEMENT BY MR. VIJAY INDER SINGLA, MEMBER OF

PARLIAMENT AND MEMBER OF INDIAN DELEGATION ON

AGENDA ITEM 51-"UNITED NATIONS RELIEF AND WORKS

AGENCY FOR PALESTINE REFUGEES IN THE NEAR EAST

(UNRWA)" AT THE FOURTH COMMITTEE OF THE 68TH SESSION

OF THE UNITED NATIONS GENERAL ASSEMBLY. 2496
NEW YORK, NOVEMBER 7, 2013.

STATEMENT BY H.E. AMBASSADOR MANJEEV SINGH PURI,

Cd'A AND ACTING PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE OF INDIA

TO THE UNITED NATIONS ON AGENDA ITEM: 123:'QUESTION OF
EQUITABLE REPRESENTATION ON AND INCREASE IN THE
MEMBERSHIP OF THE SECURITY COUNCIL AND OTHER

MATTERS RELATED TO THE COUNCIL' AT THE UNITED

NATIONS GENERAL ASSEMBLY, 2499
NEW YORK, NOVEMBER 7, 2013.

STATEMENT BY MR. ANTO ANTONY, MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT

& MBER OF THE INDIAN DELEGATION, JOINT DEBATE ON

AGENDA ITEM 9: REPORT OF THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL

COUNCIL; ITEM 14: INTEGRATED AND COORDINATED
IMPLEMENTATION OF AND FOLLOW-UP TO THE OUTCOMES

OF THE MAJOR UNITED NATIONS CONFERENCES AND

SUMMITS IN THE ECONOMIC, SOCIAL AND RELATED FIELDS

AT THE 68TH SESSION OF THE UNITED NATIONS GENERAL

ASSEMBLY. 2503
NEW ZYORK, NOVEMBER 11, 2013.

STATEMENT BY AMBASSADOR MANJEEV SINGH PURI,

DEPUTY PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE, AT THE 2013

UNITED NATIONS PLEDGING CONFERENCE FOR DEVELOPMENT
ACTIVITIES AT THE 68TH SESSION OF THE UNITED NATIONS

GENERAL ASSEMBLY. 2506
NEW YORK, NOVEMBER 11, 2013.

Statement by Mr. Md. Nadimul Haque, Member of Parliament and

Member of the Indian Delegation on Agenda Item 141: "UN

Common System" at the Fifth Committee of the 68th Session

of the United Nations General Assembly. 2508
New York, November 13, 2013.



XCll

700.

701.

702.

703.

704.

705.

706.

707.

708.

INDIA’S FOREIGN RELATIONS - 2003

STATEMENT BY MR. P. RAJEEVE, MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT

AND MEMBER OF THE INDIAN DELEGATION, ON AGENDA

ITEM 64 "REPORT OF THE HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL" AT THE

UNITED NATIONS GENERAL ASSEMBLY. 2511
NEW YORK,NOVEMBER 13, 2013.

STATEMENT BY AMBASSADOR ASOKE KUMAR MUKERUJI,

PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE ON UNGA DEBATEON

'SITUATION IN AFGHANISTAN. 2513
NEW YORK, NOVEMBER 20, 2013.

Statement by Ambassador Asoke Kumar Mukerji, Permanent
Representative, on the Annual Report of the UNSC at the

United Nations General Assembly. 2517
New York, November 21, 2013.

Statement by Ambassador Asoke Kumar Mukerji, Permanent
Representative, on Agenda Item 36 - 'Question of Palestine" at

the United Nations General Assembly. 2521
New York, November 25, 2013.

STATEMENT BY H E AMBASSADOR BHAGWANT SINGH

BISHNOI, DEPUTY PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE, AT THE

JOINT DEBATE ON AGENDA ITEMS 121: IMPLEMENTATION OF

THE RESOLUTIONS OF THE UNITED NATIONS & AGENDA ITEM

122: REVITALIZATION OF THE WORK OF THE GENERAL

ASSEMBLY AT THE 68TH SESSION OF THE UNITED NATIONS

GENERAL ASSEMBLY. 2523
NEW YORK, DECEMBER 4, 2013.

Statement by Mr. Amit Narang, First Secretary after adoption of

the 2nd Committee Resolution on 2nd UN Decade on Eradication

of Poverty at the Second Committee of the 68th Session of the

United Nations General Assembly. 2526
New York, December 6, 2013.

STATEMENT BY AMBASSADOR BHAGWANT SINGH BISHNOI

DEPUTY PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE, ON AGENDA ITEM

76(a) AND (b) "OCEANS AND THE LAW OF THE SEA" AT THE 68TH
SESSION OF THE UNITED NATIONS GENERAL ASSEMBLY. 2527
NEW YORK, DECEMBER 9, 2013.

Joint G4 Statement delivered by H.E. Ambassador Asoke K Mukeriji,
Permanent Representative of India to the United Nations at the First meeting
of the 10th Round of Intergovernmental Negotiations of the

68th Session of the UN General Assembly on the Question of

Equitable Representation and Increase in the Membership of the

Security Council and Related Matters. 2530
New York, 12 December 2013

Statement by Ambassador Asoke K. Mukerji, Permanent
Representative at the Informal General Assembly Plenary Meeting



CONTENTS

709

of the Intergovernmental Negotiations on "Question of equitable
representation on and increase in the membership of the Security
Council and other matters related to the Council" at United Nations
General Assembly.

New York, December 16, 2013.

Statement by Ambassador Asoke Kumar Mukerji, Permanent
Representative in the special meeting of the General Assembly
dedicated to the life and memory of His Excellency Nelson
Mandela.

New York, December 19, 2013.

Ooooo

XClHI

2533

2539



INDIA’S FOREIGN RELATIONS-2013
SECTION-I

GENERAL






GENERAL 3

001. Media Briefing by Official Spokesperson.
New Delhi, January 8, 2013.

Official Spokesperson (Shri Syed Akbaruddin): Belated Happy New Year
to all of you and thank you very much for coming over for this first briefing
in this year. | have a couple of announcements to make and then will
take your questions if you have any.

The first announcement | have to make is about the visit of the External
Affairs Minister to France. External Affairs Minister Mr. Salman Khurshid
will be traveling to Paris on 10th and 11th of this month. He will have
bilateral discussions with his counterpart Mr. Laurent Fabius, and will
also call on the President of France, Mr. Francois Hollande.

As you are aware, the last visit of a Foreign Minister from France was in
2011 when Mr. Alain Juppe had met his then counterpart Mr. S.M. Krishna.
Subsequently in July 2012, on the sidelines of the Tokyo Conference on
Afghanistan, Mr. Krishna had met his then counterpart Mr Laurent Fabius.
This is of course Mr. Salman Khurshid's first meeting and his first visit to
Paris as External Affairs Minister.

In addition, | have another announcement and this pertains to the visit of
the Deputy Prime Minister of Vietnam. Mr. Vu Van Ninh who will be arriving
in New Delhi shortly. We have separately sent you an advisory for his
meetings in New Delhi. Tomorrow the External Affairs Minister will be
meeting him. We will also have a media interaction subsequent to that
meeting.

Finally, the third announcement that | have is about the meeting of the
BRICS High Representatives for National Security. This is on the 10th
of this month. We will send you a separate media advisory. It is expected
that the High Representatives from Brazil, Russia, India, China and South
Africa will meet at the Jawaharlal Nehru Bhavan. Subsequent to that
meeting we will also have a media interaction by Mr. Shivshankar Menon,
the Indian National Security Advisor.

Thank you very much. | have no further announcements to make. In
case you have any questions, | will answer them.

Q: Would you please elaborate more about the visit of Mr. Khurshid to
France? What will he discuss with his counterpart?
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Official Spokesper son: If | may say, there has been a long gap between
the visit of an Indian External Affairs Minister to France the last time and
now. Itis almost a decade. So, there is a lot to catch up in terms of a visit
to Paris. As you know, France is a member of the Security Council and
is involved in a variety of international matters. It is expected that Mr.
Khurshid will use the benefit of the visit to discuss with him global issues.

In addition, India and France have a very robust bilateral relationship.
For example, our trade in 2011-12 was approximately US$ 8.9 billion.
For your information, about 800 or so French companies have their
representative offices or other forms of representation in India. More
than a 100 Indian companies have their representative offices or
subsidiary offices in France.

France by my understanding is the ninth largest investor in India over a
period of a decade or so, say from 2000 to 2012. On the other hand,
India is fast emerging as a major investor in France. It is the thirteenth
largest investor in France over the last five or seven year period. So,
there are a lot of issues to discuss. In addition, as you are aware, we
have a very elaborate relationship on nuclear matters. Finally, there are
defence cooperation agreements which are in the pipeline. All these
issues will be on the table for discussion when the two leaders meet.

Q: What is the status of Jaitapur Nuclear Power Plant?

Official Spokesperson: The Ministry of External Affairs is not the right
Ministry to answer questions about the status of the establishment of a
nuclear power plant. Therefore, | think it would not be fair on my part to
respond to what is the status. But my understanding in terms of the
bilateral relationship is that the negotiations on that are continuing between
France and India; and we hope to have an update on that when we go to
Paris.Question: Has France allayed any fears that India might have on
nuclear power after Fukushima?

Official Spokesperson: We have a very very sound atomic energy
establishment. So, the concerns, if any, relate to articulating to the public
the safety of our nuclear power plants rather than within our nuclear
establishment itself. India and France along with other countries are
involved in nuclear safety through the IAEA. There is a safety convention
where all countries interested in nuclear power do meet. And there have
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been extensive discussions on Fukushima and its aftermath. So, the
issues are not that our scientists have concerns, but how to convey and
allay concerns of the general public, which are there and which are
genuine, through perhaps a public outreach programme by our nuclear
establishment.

Q: What are the precise reasons for our deepening our engagement
with Vietnam?

Official Spokesperson: Let me try and take you back in time. After
1954, after Dien Bien Phu, Pandit Nehru was amongst the first leaders
to visit Vietham. Similarly, Ho Chi Minh visited India way back in 1958.
Therefore, our relationship is something which goes back several
decades. As far as the current phase is concerned, the Vice Premier of
Vietnam is coming in connection with the India-Viethamese Year of
Friendship which is at its closure. He is coming for the closure event.
For those of you who followed this previously, the Minister of State for
External Affairs Mr. E. Ahamed had visited Vietnam last year in January
for the start of these festivities. During this time there have been extensive
activities by our Mission in Vietnam and this is the closure of that event.

In terms of our trade with Vietham, my understanding is that in 2011 it
was approximately US$ 4 billion with the balance of trade in favour of
India. We expect that in 2012 also it would be in the same vicinity or a
little higher. Our major exports to Vietnam are in terms of pharmaceuticals,
also machinery and auto parts. From Vietham interestingly mobile
telephones and accessories are emerging as a major area, and there
are others for example, coffee, bit of coal, etc. We also have a very
robust technical assistance programme with Vietnam where
approximately 150 Viethamese students avail of ITEC scholarships.
There has been an increase from about 75 which was there previously.

We have regular exchange of visits. The last President of India had
visited Vietnam in 2008. Subsequently, their President has also visited
here in 2011. So, high-level visits and interactions are integral and intrinsic
to our relationship with Vietnam. It is neither new nor has it deepened
suddenly. Itis an established relationship, and we actually are celebrating
forty years of our bilateral relations.

Q: Could you just give the current status of Indo-French nuclear deal?
Why no nuclear business has accrued from France? Is it a fact that the
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French also, like the Americans and Russians, are rather intimidated by
the Indian nuclear liability laws? And if | may ask another question, what
is the agenda of the BRICS NSAs' meeting?

Official Spokesperson: | think | will only answer the first question
because we need to be very understanding of each other; we have several
others in this room to ask questions. So, let us go on No.1 issue.

| think some of the terms you used are certainly way beyond what |
would ever use. Anybody who has worked with nuclear issues should
be aware that from the time you begin discussion on a nuclear power
project to the time it reaches its culmination, it is normal to be at least six
years or more. This is normal in nuclear because it is a very sophisticated
technology; it has a lot of issues that you need to tie up. It is not only in
terms of legal infrastructure but also technical issues, regulatory issues,
etc. Having myself worked in a nuclear establishment for some time, |
am aware that there is no country in the world where nuclear power
plants are established immediately after announcements are made. And
this is normal.

As regards the nuclear liability issues, these are issues which have
been raised from time to time by several of our partners and | think we
are very transparent in saying that our Parliament has passed a law; we
can work within the four corners of that law and try and work out solutions
within that pattern. It is now for our partners to understand this. We are
certain that they understand where we are coming from. It is within those
broad parameters that we can work out solutions. Let me assure you
that we are working them out.

Q:...(Inaudible)... when it comes to Kudankulam 3 and 4, India has
expressed its willingness, rather conveyed its willingness to the Russians
to in fact double up the prices. Now the nuclear reactors will be almost
double the price. Have we come up with a similar kind of a proposal for
the French?

Official Spokesperson: When techno-commercial negotiations are
under way, | think it is not quite appropriate that we start speculating on
how much the price will go up. That the price will go up is a known factor
because if you have new requirements, it is likely to happen that each
requirement entails a cost. But that said, | think what you talked about,
double up is | think not what the facts would warrant in that case or in
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any other case. But sure these are ongoing negotiations. So, let us not
sit here and decide how much it will go up. I think it is in the public domain
that these techno-commercial negotiations will lead to perhaps an
increase in price.

Q: Isit possible to talk a bit about supply of ENR technology from France?
In fact there was some sort of verbal assurance from the previous
French President Mr. Sarkozy. Now that he is no longer there, has this
been impacted in any way?

Official Spokesperson: | do not know. We have not had senior level
discussions on this at this stage. Maybe when we come back from Paris!
And let me tell you ENR is a sophisticated issue which has implications
of a variety of things. It is not that we are going in for that now. Again if
any of you followed these, these will take more than a decade should
this come about. So, let us not discuss this in a very casual manner at
this stage. These are issues which are fairly complicated and complex
and will take time to work out.

Q: Iran has made a demand for life saving drugs. Please tell us something
about this.

Official Spokesperson: Mujhe koi jaankaari nahin hai iske baare mein.

Q: On Vietnam | wanted to ask (1) about defence cooperation and (2)
about deals on oil exploration. Are we going to get new blocks, or have
we found any gas or oil, or what has happened? And are we going to
stick on? How much longer?

Official Spokesperson: Let me lay the facts on the table and then you
can take it from there. We already have gas which is coming out from
Vietnamese wells and it started almost a decade ago. | think your
reference is to the blocks where there was this debate in last summer
when the oil lease for those blocks - 128 and 127 if | am not mistaken -
were to expire in last June. At that stage, our technical assessment was
that it was not a commercially viable proposition at that stage given that
you need to get equipment which is pretty costly to hire etc; and at that
stage it was difficult and it was not a viable process to go ahead with.
The Vietnamese Government and the Vietnamese oil organization had
then provided us the two more years option to consider this and decide
onitin June 2014. So, we are at this stage in the process of the ONGC
evaluating whether it would be techno-commercially viable.
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Q: Chinese had some reservations about our getting involved in oil
exploration in what they consider to be part of their territory. Did we have
any bilateral or trilateral discussions involving China and Vietnam on
this matter?

Official Spokesperson: No, we have not had any discussions on this
matter.

Q: There is a case of some Yemen Embassy diplomats involved in
molestation in Delhi. | understand some of them were questioned and
perhaps two are released. Has the Government of India taken it up with
them? Could we demand recall of at least those diplomats who were
involved in it?

Official Spokesperson: My understanding is that none of them are
serving diplomats in the sense that they are not diplomats, but they hold
diplomatic passports because they are related to diplomats. They are of
three countries. | do not want to name a single country. None of them
are now in custody. We have asked our police authorities to provide us
details of what are the infringements caused by these people. Once we
receive them, we will take it up with the concerned Missions. At this
stage | cannot answer further than that. But the facts are as | have
indicated to you.

Q: The Vedic Culture Centre in Moscow is to be demolished on the
15>th of January. What we have learnt is that no alternative arrangement
has been made as yet. Your comments on this!

Official Spokesperson: This is an issue which has been simmering for
some time. The ISKCON's Vedic Culture Centre has been served a
notice | understand by local authorities for some infringement of local
regulations. Our Embassy has been following this up with the local
authorities in Moscow. Itis our endeavour to try and work out an amicable
solution. I do not know the exact dates on this, but let me assure you this
has been followed fairly regularly by our Embassy there. | do not have
today an update on the dates and what the situation is right now. | will try
and find out and pass it on to you. But my understanding is that our
Ambassador has been carefully and regularly in touch with ISKCON
authorities as well as the Moscow city authorities on this matter.

Q: Influential Iranian official Mr. Jalili was here last week. Do you have
any update on the way forward on our economic relations in the wake of
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sanctions especially oil payments? Were all those issues on the table?
Were they discussed?

Official Spokesperson: We are likely to have a Joint Commission
between India and Iran in the first quarter of this year and all these issues
are to be discussed fairly candidly and in a fairly detailed manner in that
format. Mr. Jalili came for discussions with his counterpart Mr. Menon.
This is a separate issue where they have bilateral discussions between
their National Security Council and ours. As regards specifics of our
economic relations etc., these are on the table when the Joint
Commission meets.

Q: Yesterday, Deputy High Commissioner of India was called to Foreign
Office in Islamabad over the incident of LOC in Kashmir. What have
been the actions taken by Indian side on this?

Official Spokesperson: Let me try and put the facts before you. The
fact is that in the early hours of January 6, Pakistani troops in the sector
commenced unprovoked firing on Indian troops. The roof of a civilian
house in Churunda village was damaged in the Pakistani mortar fire.
Indian troops, therefore, undertook controlled retaliation in response.
Therefore, we deny that Indian troops had crossed the Line of Control in
the Rampur Sector or had violated the ceasefire.

Let me also say that India is committed to the sanctity of the Line of
Control in Jammu and Kashmir, which is one of the most important
confidence building measures between our two countries. The ceasefire
along the Line of Control has largely held since 2003 and is an important
element in the confidence building process between India and Pakistan.
I would also like to inform you that the DGMOSs of the two countries have
been in touch over this incident. And we call upon the Pakistani authorities
to ensure that the sanctity of the Line of Control is upheld at all times and
to ensure that such incidents of unprovoked firing across the LOC do
not recur.

Thank you very much.
(Concl uded)

L 2B R NN JEN J
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002. Media Briefing by Official Spokesperson on the visit of
External Affairs Minister to Paris and other issues .
New Delhi, January 8, 2013.

Official Spokesperson (S hri Syed Akbaruddin): Belated Happy New
Year to all of you and thank you very much for coming over for this first
briefing in this year. | have a couple of announcements to make and then
will take your questions if you have any.

The first announcement | have to make is about the visit of the External
Affairs Minister to France. External Affairs Minister Mr. Salman Khurshid
will be traveling to Paris on 10th and 11th of this month. He will have
bilateral discussions with his counterpart Mr. Laurent Fabius, and will
also call on the President of France, Mr. Francois Hollande.

As you are aware, the last visit of a Foreign Minister from France was in
2011 when Mr. Alain Juppe had met his then counterpart Mr. S.M. Krishna.
Subsequently in July 2012, on the sidelines of the Tokyo Conference on
Afghanistan, Mr. Krishna had met his then counterpart Mr Laurent Fabius.
This is of course Mr. Salman Khurshid’s first meeting and his first visit to
Paris as External Affairs Minister.

In addition, | have another announcement and this pertains to the visit of
the Deputy Prime Minister of Vietnam. Mr. Vu Van Ninh who will be arriving
in New Delhi shortly. We have separately sent you an advisory for his
meetings in New Delhi. Tomorrow the External Affairs Minister will be
meeting him. We will also have a media interaction subsequent to that
meeting.

Finally, the third announcement that | have is about the meeting of the
BRICS High Representatives for National Security. This is on the 10th
of this month. We will send you a separate media advisory. It is expected
that the High Representatives from Brazil, Russia, India, China and South
Africa will meet at the Jawaharlal Nehru Bhavan. Subsequent to that
meeting we will also have a media interaction by Mr. Shivshankar Menon,
the Indian National Security Advisor.

Thank you very much. | have no further announcements to make. In
case you have any questions, | will answer them.

Q: Would you please elaborate more about the visit of Mr. Khurshid to
France? What will he discuss with his counterpart?



GENERAL 11

Official Spoke sperson: If | may say, there has been a long gap between
the visit of an Indian External Affairs Minister to France the last time and
now. Itis almost a decade. So, there is a lot to catch up in terms of a visit
to Paris. As you know, France is a member of the Security Council and
is involved in a variety of international matters. It is expected that Mr.
Khurshid will use the benefit of the visit to discuss with him global issues.

In addition, India and France have a very robust bilateral relationship.
For example, our trade in 2011-12 was approximately US$ 8.9 billion.
For your information, about 800 or so French companies have their
representative offices or other forms of representation in India. More
than a 100 Indian companies have their representative offices or
subsidiary offices in France.

France by my understanding is the ninth largest investor in India over a
period of a decade or so, say from 2000 to 2012. On the other hand,
India is fast emerging as a major investor in France. It is the thirteenth
largest investor in France over the last five or seven year period. So,
there are a lot of issues to discuss. In addition, as you are aware, we
have a very elaborate relationship on nuclear matters. Finally, there are
defence cooperation agreements which are in the pipeline. All these
issues will be on the table for discussion when the two leaders meet.

Q: What is the status of Jaitapur Nuclear Power Plant?

Official Spokesperson: The Ministry of External Affairs is not the right
Ministry to answer questions about the status of the establishment of a
nuclear power plant. Therefore, | think it would not be fair on my part to
respond to what is the status. But my understanding in terms of the
bilateral relationship is that the negotiations on that are continuing between
France and India; and we hope to have an update on that when we go to
Paris.

Q: Has France allayed any fears that India might have on nuclear power
after Fukushima?

Official Spokesperson: We have a very very sound atomic energy
establishment. So, the concerns, if any, relate to articulating to the public
the safety of our nuclear power plants rather than within our nuclear
establishment itself. India and France along with other countries are
involved in nuclear safety through the IAEA. There is a safety convention
where all countries interested in nuclear power do meet. And there have
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been extensive discussions on Fukushima and its aftermath. So, the
issues are not that our scientists have concerns, but how to convey and
allay concerns of the general public, which are there and which are
genuine, through perhaps a public outreach programme by our nuclear
establishment.

Q: What are the precise reasons for our deepening our engagement
with Vietnam?

Official Spokesperson: Let me try and take you back in time. After 1954,
after Dien Bien Phu, Pandit Nehru was amongst the first leaders to visit
Vietnam. Similarly, Ho Chi Minh visited India way back in 1958. Therefore,
our relationship is something which goes back several decades. As far
as the current phase is concerned, the Vice Premier of Vietham is coming
in connection with the India-Vietnamese Year of Friendship which is at
its closure. He is coming for the closure event. For those of you who
followed this previously, the Minister of State for External Affairs Mr. E.
Ahamed had visited Vietnam last year in January for the start of these
festivities. During this time there have been extensive activities by our
Mission in Vietham and this is the closure of that event.

In terms of our trade with Vietnam, my understanding is that in 2011 it
was approximately US$ 4 billion with the balance of trade in favour of
India. We expect that in 2012 also it would be in the same vicinity or a
little higher. Our major exports to Vietnam are in terms of pharmaceuticals,
also machinery and auto parts. From Vietnam interestingly mobile
telephones and accessories are emerging as a major area, and there
are others for example, coffee, bit of coal, etc. We also have a very
robust technical assistance programme with Vietnam where
approximately 150 Vietnamese students avail of ITEC scholarships.
There has been an increase from about 75 which was there previously.

We have regular exchange of visits. The last President of India had
visited Vietnam in 2008. Subsequently, their President has also visited
here in 2011. So, high-level visits and interactions are integral and intrinsic
to our relationship with Vietnam. It is neither new nor has it deepened
suddenly. Itis an established relationship, and we actually are celebrating
forty years of our bilateral relations.

Q: Could you just give the current status of Indo-French nuclear deal?
Why no nuclear business has accrued from France? Is it a fact that the
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French also, like the Americans and Russians, are rather intimidated by
the Indian nuclear liability laws? And if | may ask another question, what
is the agenda of the BRICS NSAsS’ meeting?

Official Spokesperson: | think | will only answer the first question
because we need to be very understanding of each other; we have several
others in this room to ask questions. So, let us go on No.1 issue.

| think some of the terms you used are certainly way beyond what |
would ever use. Anybody who has worked with nuclear issues should
be aware that from the time you begin discussion on a nuclear power
project to the time it reaches its culmination, it is normal to be at least six
years or more. This is normal in nuclear because it is a very sophisticated
technology; it has a lot of issues that you need to tie up. It is not only in
terms of legal infrastructure but also technical issues, regulatory issues,
etc. Having myself worked in a nuclear establishment for some time, |
am aware that there is no country in the world where nuclear power
plants are established immediately after announcements are made. And
this is normal.

As regards the nuclear liability issues, these are issues which have
been raised from time to time by several of our partners and | think we
are very transparent in saying that our Parliament has passed a law; we
can work within the four corners of that law and try and work out solutions
within that pattern. It is now for our partners to understand this. We are
certain that they understand where we are coming from. It is within those
broad parameters that we can work out solutions. Let me assure you
that we are working them out.

Q:...(Inaudible)... when it comes to Kudankulam 3 and 4, India has
expressed its willingness, rather conveyed its willingness to the Russians
to in fact double up the prices. Now the nuclear reactors will be almost
double the price. Have we come up with a similar kind of a proposal for
the French?

Official Spokesperson: When techno-commercial negotiations are
under way, | think it is not quite appropriate that we start speculating on
how much the price will go up. That the price will go up is a known factor
because if you have new requirements, it is likely to happen that each
requirement entails a cost. But that said, | think what you talked about,
double up is | think not what the facts would warrant in that case or in
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any other case. But sure these are ongoing negotiations. So, let us not
sit here and decide how much it will go up. I think it is in the public domain
that these techno-commercial negotiations will lead to perhaps an
increase in price.

Q: Isit possible to talk a bit about supply of ENR technology from France?
In fact there was some sort of verbal assurance from the previous
French President Mr. Sarkozy. Now that he is no longer there, has this
been impacted in any way?

Official Spokesperson: 1 do not know. We have not had senior level
discussions on this at this stage. Maybe when we come back from Paris!
And let me tell you ENR is a sophisticated issue which has implications
of a variety of things. It is not that we are going in for that now. Again if
any of you followed these, these will take more than a decade should
this come about. So, let us not discuss this in a very casual manner at
this stage. These are issues which are fairly complicated and complex
and will take time to work out.

Q: Iran ki taraf se India se demand ki gayi hai life-saving davayion Ki.
Iske baare mein agar kuchh jaankaari hai to bata dein, Sir.

Official Spokesperson: Mujhe koi jaankaari nahin hai iske baare mein.

Q: On Vietnam | wanted to ask (1) about defence cooperation and (2)
about deals on oil exploration. Are we going to get new blocks, or have
we found any gas or oil, or what has happened? And are we going to
stick on? How much longer?

Official Spokesperson: Let me lay the facts on the table and then you
can take it from there. We already have gas which is coming out from
Viethamese wells and it started almost a decade ago. | think your
reference is to the blocks where there was this debate in last summer
when the oil lease for those blocks — 128 and 127 if | am not mistaken —
were to expire in last June. At that stage, our technical assessment was
that it was not a commercially viable proposition at that stage given that
you need to get equipment which is pretty costly to hire etc; and at that
stage it was difficult and it was not a viable process to go ahead with.
The Vietnamese Government and the Vietnamese oil organization had
then provided us the two more years option to consider this and decide
on itin June 2014. So, we are at this stage in the process of the ONGC
evaluating whether it would be techno-commercially viable.



GENERAL 15

Q: Chinese had some reservations about our getting involved in oil
exploration in what they consider to be part of their territory. Did we have
any bilateral or trilateral discussions involving China and Vietnam on
this matter?

Official Spokesperson: No, we have not had any discussions on this
matter.

Q: There is a case of some Yemen Embassy diplomats involved in
molestation in Delhi. | understand some of them were questioned and
perhaps two are released. Has the Government of India taken it up with
them? Could we demand recall of at least those diplomats who were
involved in it?

Official Spokesperson: My understanding is that none of them are
serving diplomats in the sense that they are not diplomats, but they hold
diplomatic passports because they are related to diplomats. They are of
three countries. | do not want to name a single country. None of them
are now in custody. We have asked our police authorities to provide us
details of what are the infringements caused by these people. Once we
receive them, we will take it up with the concerned Missions. At this
stage | cannot answer further than that. But the facts are as | have
indicated to you.

Q: The Vedic Culture Centre in Moscow is to be demolished on the 15th
of January. What we have learnt is that no alternative arrangement has
been made as yet. Your comments on this!

Official Spokesperson: This is an issue which has been simmering for
some time. The ISKCON'’s Vedic Culture Centre has been served a
notice | understand by local authorities for some infringement of local
regulations. Our Embassy has been following this up with the local
authorities in Moscow. It is our endeavour to try and work out an amicable
solution. | do not know the exact dates on this, but let me assure you this
has been followed fairly regularly by our Embassy there. | do not have
today an update on the dates and what the situation is right now. | will try
and find out and pass it on to you. But my understanding is that our
Ambassador has been carefully and regularly in touch with ISKCON
authorities as well as the Moscow city authorities on this matter.

Q: Influential Iranian official Mr. Jalili was here last week. Do you have
any update on the way forward on our economic relations in the wake of
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sanctions especially oil payments? Were all those issues on the table?
Were they discussed?

Official Spokesperson: We are likely to have a Joint Commission
between India and Iran in the first quarter of this year and all these issues
are to be discussed fairly candidly and in a fairly detailed manner in that
format. Mr. Jalili came for discussions with his counterpart Mr. Menon.
This is a separate issue where they have bilateral discussions between
their National Security Council and ours. As regards specifics of our
economic relations etc., these are on the table when the Joint
Commission meets.

Q: Yesterday, Deputy High Commissioner of India was called to Foreign
Office in Islamabad over the incident of LOC in Kashmir. What have
been the actions taken by Indian side on this?

Official Spokesperson: Let me try and put the facts before you. The
fact is that in the early hours of January 6, Pakistani troops in the sector
commenced unprovoked firing on Indian troops. The roof of a civilian
house in Churunda village was damaged in the Pakistani mortar fire.
Indian troops, therefore, undertook controlled retaliation in response.
Therefore, we deny that Indian troops had crossed the Line of Control in
the Rampur Sector or had violated the ceasefire.

Let me also say that India is committed to the sanctity of the Line of
Control in Jammu and Kashmir, which is one of the most important
confidence building measures between our two countries. The ceasefire
along the Line of Control has largely held since 2003 and is an important
element in the confidence building process between India and Pakistan.
I would also like to inform you that the DGMOs of the two countries have
been in touch over this incident. And we call upon the Pakistani authorities
to ensure that the sanctity of the Line of Control is upheld at all times and
to ensure that such incidents of unprovoked firing across the LOC do
not recur.

Thank you very much.
(Conclude d)

L 2B N NN JEN 4
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003. Keynote address by Minister of State for External Affairs
Smt. Preneet Kaur at Pravasi Bharatiya Divas.

Kochi,January 9, 2013.

Dr. M.K. Muneer, Hon’ble Minister for Panchayats & Social Welfare,
Government of Kerala,

Shri Anto Antony, Hon’ble Member of Parliament,

Shri Mahen Utchanah, Chairman, Global Organization of People of Indian
Origin (GOPIO) International East,

Distinguished Guests,

It is indeed a matter of great pleasure for me to participate in today’s
discussion on safe environment for overseas Indians. As Minister of
State for External Affairs, | have always interacted with the Indian
diaspora in all my visits abroad. | have found this to be an extremely
important exercise because it gives me the opportunity to understand
the issues concerning the Indian diaspora, which is, without any doubt,
contributing immensely in the growth of their host countries all over the
world. Today, the Indian diaspora, which is the second largest in the
world, has a diversified global presence and is working tirelessly for the
betterment of the economy of many countries which they call their home
today. | am told that the diaspora is how estimated at over 20 million
spread across 110 countries of the world. However, the high
concentration is seen in some regions which include the Middle East,
United States of America, Malaysia, South Africa and Europe.

With their enormous skill, grit and hard work, the members of Indian
diaspora have very succeeded in their chosen profession. Government
of India also recognises the importance of Indian diaspora as it has brought
economic, political and strategic benefits to India as well. We can say
that the Indian diaspora really constitutes a diverse global community
representing different regions, languages, cultures and faiths. They are
indeed a bridge between India and the host country.

Depending on the geo-economic opportunities available, the profile of
the diaspora communities varies from region to region. On one hand,
there are skilled and semi-skilled workforce like the contract workers in



18 INDIA’S FOREIGN RELATIONS-2013

the Gulf region, and on the other hand, USA and Europe sustains a high
presence of educated professionals of Indian origin including increasing
number of technocrats. Members of the Indian diaspora have continuously
played an important role in mobilising support for issues of vital concern
to Indians in their host countries.

While the Indian diaspora contributes to our economy and spread our
culture abroad, we should always remain conscious of their needs and
concerns. There are several problems and challenges which have been
brought to the notice of Government of India. | want to assure this august
gathering that we had responded to them in the most effective manner.
There are several problems faced by our community, for example, non-
payment or under-payment of salary, false promises made by
unscrupulous recruiting agents in India, low salary and substandard living
conditions, refusal of their medical treatment by their employer, arbitrary
changes in the terms of employment, problems of housemaids, etc.

The Government of India from time to time has taken several initiatives
to create a safe environment for Indian community abroad. Some of the
initiatives taken by the Government include establishment of a dedicated
Community Welfare Wing, compulsory attestation of Service Agreements
of all household workers, Open House sessions, free legal counselling
assistance, provision of shelter to Indian women workers in distress,
Labour Welfare Fund for needy workers, setting up of 24x7 helpline,
Labour Welfare Fund to financially assist poor Indian workers, a new e-
governance project for ‘e-migrate’ linking the passport system,
immigration system and emigration clearance; Pension and Life Insurance
Scheme for Indian workers abroad.

Here | would like to mention that it is not rare to come across Indians
facing atrocity abroad. The Indian diaspora in the Middle East and Gulf
region are mainly from the working class and the major issue faced by
them pertains to contractual disputes with the recruiters. This is apparently
because of lack of trade unions to protect the right of the immigrants.
There are several cases in which these unskilled workers are subjected
to difficult situation by employer in the form of holding back of passports,
non-payment of salaries, etc Therefore, for the protection and welfare of
the Indian workers abroad, the Government of India has signed MoUs
on manpower with UAE, Kuwait, Qatar, Oman, Bahrain, Jordan and
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Malaysia. The Government has also created the Indian Community
Welfare Fund which enables the Heads of the Missions to provide on
site relief measure for the distressed Indian workers.

Another step in this direction by Government of India is pursuing a
proactive policy to transform the emigration system and empower the
emigrants through systemic interventions at the highest level. The
Government has notified the Emigration (Amendment) Rules, 2009
revising the eligibility criteria of Recruiting Agents enhancing the recruiting
capacity and increasing the security amount and service charges.

In addition, the Government has undertaken steps to deepen the
engagement with the non-resident Indians and the persons of Indian
origin. The Ministry of Overseas Indian Affairs is implementing the ‘e-
migrate’ project that will provide end-to-end computerised solutions for
all processes emigration system. This system will link all the given
stakeholders on a common platform which will be used by the workers,
offices of Protector of Emigrants, recruitment agencies, immigration
officials, employers and Indian Missions abroad. Another initiative of the
Government of India is the Pension and Life Insurance Scheme for Indian
workers. | believe that this is being implemented on a pilot basis and
soon it will be taken up in all the ECR (Emigration Clearance Required)
countries and all over India. | am sure this scheme would be extremely
beneficial to the workers.

An Overseas Workers Resource Centre (OWRC), with a 24X7 helpline
supported by eight regional languages assists emigrants/emigrants
intending to go abroad for employment to 17 notified ECR countries.

It is imperative to highlight that ‘bilateral cooperation initiative’ taken by
the Government of India, with an objective to diversify the overseas
destination base for the Indian workers (under which the government
would be signing labour mobility partnership agreements with countries
where employment opportunities are likely to emerge). Government of
India has signed bilateral Social Security Agreements (SSA) with Belgium,
France, Germany, Switzerland, Luxembourg, Netherlands, Denmark,
South Korea, Hungary, The Czech Republic, Norway, Finland, Canada,
Japan, and Sweden. These agreements are being pursued with the
developed countries to protect the social security interests of Indian
professionals residing there.
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It goes without saying that the various diaspora organisations play a
critical role in maintaining a harmonious relation between several diverse
groups in their home away from home. These organisations have filled
the vacuum which would otherwise be difficult to fill. | am certain that the
role played by such organisations will increase in the years to come as
the diaspora population will increase and they would be involved in several
new initiatives hitherto unknown to them.

In conclusion, | would like to say that the synergies created due to the
efficient implementation of various schemes have definitely created an
environment which is in the best interest of our diaspora. All our Missions
play a very active role in interacting and resolving issues pertaining to
the diaspora. | am certain that today’s deliberations would go a long way
in providing useful inputs in making the working environment safer for
the diaspora. | am looking forward to hear the view points of the
distinguished panelists and thank you very much for giving me this
opportunity to share some thoughts on this very important issue.

L 2K SR R JEN J

004. Media Interaction of External Affairs Minister.

New Delhi, January 25, 2013.

Official Spokesperson (Shri Syed Akbaruddin): Good afternoon
friends and thank you very much for coming today.

With all our Ministers traveling, | have no specific major news
announcement to make to you, nor do | have an announcement to make
in terms of anything that we would be undertaking during the next couple
of days. Beyond that we have a hectic diplomatic schedule that is being
worked out. | will make those announcements once all the arrangements
are made. So | would like to inform you that | have no specific
announcement to make, but | am open to responding to any questions

that you may like to ask.

Q: | just wanted to know what the Government's reaction is to what
Hillary Clinton said in her Global Town Hall the other day, first on David
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Headley where she said she believes he has got the best possible
sentence and that he will continue to cooperate in future as well, basically
in a sense ruling out extradition because that was the question put to
her. Is India going to pursue his extradition? If so, how, given that he did

have a plea bargain with the United States?

Official Spokesperson: We have always held that bringing to justice
the perpetrators of 26/11 is a work in progress which we intend to take
to its logical conclusion. Let me take some time and try and explain our
position on this.

Our objective has been that the processes initiated with the filing of the
charge-sheet against nine individuals by the NIA Special Court regarding
the conspiracy surrounding the Mumbai terror attack is taken forward;
and that is our goal. Two of these charge-sheets are against David
Coleman Headley and Tahawwur Rana. The US has been helpful thus
far within the limits of their own laws. They have enabled us access to
Headley. Our officials have been able to spend seven days questioning
him. However, we have not been able to question Rana earlier given his
rights as an accused under US law. But now that he is a sentenced
prisoner, we will once again seek US Government’s support for access
to him and also for further access, as may be deemed necessary, to
Headley.

We intend to continue to work with the US to seek access to others who
may be of interest, and we will use all existing bilateral mechanisms for
this. We also wish to continue to work with the US to help us in securing
access to all others who are charge-sheeted and to produce them before
the NIA court. We will work on all available legal channels and avenues
to ensure that the court case of the NIA proceeds and that the charge-
sheeted individuals are produced before the court.

If I may try and summarise what | have said so far, we have received
good cooperation from the United States in the 26/11 cases; we intend
to work closely with the United States in taking these legal processes
forward; our demand for the extradition of Rana and Headley continues
to stand.

Q: | am from the North East. China earlier constructed dams on the
Brahmaputra in Tibet. Very shortly they are going to construct three



22 INDIA’S FOREIGN RELATIONS-2013

more dams in Tibet. During the rainy season the river waters will actually
enter huge areas of North East including Arunachal Pradesh and Assam
and adjoining areas and our neighbouring country Bangladesh also will
be totally drowned, severe damage will be caused, lakhs of people will
be rendered homeless, and property will be damaged. What steps is
your Government going to take? Are you going to take the issue up with
the Government of China?

Official Spokesperson: Thank you very much, Sir, that is a fairly long
guestion and I think along with that it is a statement too. Let me try and
respond to some of the issues that you have raised.

The Government of India carefully monitors all development on the
Brahmaputra River. As a lower riparian state with considerable
established use rights to the waters of the river, India has conveyed its
views and concerns to the Chinese authorities including at the highest
levels of the Government of the People’s Republic of China. India once
again urges Chinato ensure that the interests of downstream states are
not harmed by any activities in upstream areas. | hope that is an adequate
response.

Q: Did the Chinese respond to our concerns? Do they indicate they are
doing something about it or is it just a routine complaint that we have
filed?

Official Spokesperson: | do not want to get into disclosing diplomatic
dialogue. I think | will put out the statement that | have just made. If you
read it, it covers all aspects including a response to that question. | would
suggest please read it carefully.

Q: There are three dams we are talking about. We know that at least in
one case last year on the dam at Jiache, after construction activity was
detected India had raised it, as you rightly said. Have we raised the
issue of the other two dams as well? Official Spokesperson: | am not
going to get into the specifics at this stage. This question that he had
asked was a specific question, and | have responded with a specific
answer. | would suggest that please carefully read that answer, you will
have elements of your question answered in that.

Q: Today | read on Twitter that India pledged some money for Mali. Would
you please elaborate more about India’s ...(Inaudible)... the situation in
Mali?
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Official Spokesperson: India’s position on international terrorism has
been clear and consistent. We unequivocally condemn terrorism in all
its forms and manifestations. Wherever and by whosoever committed,
regardless of their motivation, we consider it criminal and unjustifiable.
We also believe that the fight against the scourge of terrorism must be
unrelenting. We as members of the Security Council last year, along
with other members as well as the AU and the ECOWAS had made a
shared attempt to arrive at a comprehensive strategy to deal with the
crisis in Mali. The outcome of that was Resolution 2085. The United
States Security Council had expressed its support and understanding
of the ongoing military operation in the context of Security Council
Resolution 2085.

As far as this issue was concerned, there was a meeting in Addis Ababa
on 29th. This was attended by our Ambassador in Addis Ababa who is
also accredited to the African Union. And we have decided that we would
pledge one million dollars to the African Union Donors Conference in
support of African-led International Support Mission to Mali (AFISMA).
In addition to that, we have a longstanding engagement with Mali in the
fields of capacity building, human resources development, and creation
of social and physical infrastructure.

An end to this crisis would enable us to resume this partnership for the
benefit of the people of Mali. And it is our intention that this amount of
assistance of a development nature would go as much as 100 million
dollars, once the situation stabilizes.

Q: Is it in the form of urging China or is it in the form of a complaint to
China? In case China does not listen to what India is saying, pay heed,
is there any international recourse that India could resort to?

Official Spokesperson: | think on that issue let us take it step-by-step,
let us not jump the gun. Again as | said, the statement that | have made
will be available very shortly on the web site. Please read it carefully.
What it means is self evident.

Q: I am working for a Spanish news agency. | would like to know if Mr.
Khurshid has an idea to travel to Latin America.

Official Spokesperson: Welcome to our briefings first of all. It is nice to
have you here and see your interest in Indian foreign policy. Our regular
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practice is, once we tie up all arrangements only then we make
announcements. | have started this meeting by saying that we have no
announcement to make. Therefore, at this stage we have no finalized
plans on any visits this week or the next.

Q: Pakistan has made counter charges against India of beheading their
soldiers and also of using irregulars to behead civilians in Pakistan. And
they have raised this issue with the UNMOGIP. What is your response
and also what is India’s position with regard to UNMOGIP?

Official Spokesperson: | have not heard through any diplomatic channel
any such complaint that you have mentioned. Therefore, | am oblivious
to what you are mentioning because this has not ever been raised
through a diplomatic channel. Therefore, there is no requirement for me
to answer. If you are referring to news reports, | think the Ministry of
Defence had responded to those news reports and | do not need to
respond to them because the Government of India speaks in one voice

on this.

As regards your guestion on UNMOGIP, | think | have repeated that
many times and | do not think we need to respond to this again because
our Ambassador most recently at the UN had articulated our position. |
will send you a copy of that statement which is fairly all-encompassing
and provides our considered view on that. There is no change on this.
This is not a position that we have articulated now. It has been a position

that we have held for the last forty years.

Q: I need a clarification. The gentleman who has been on the Wanted
Listin India has been brought back from Indonesia after apparently getting
his visa and passport renewed. Can you just explain as to why such a
thing did happen? Or was there a mix up?

Official Spokesperson: If you mean his passport renewal, that is the
only thing that | as the Ministry of External Affairs can respond to. | think
Srinjoy Chowdhury and the Times Now Group have been following this
for some time. But let me try and explain to you the situation which |
have responded to previously on this.

We work on the basis of information available to the Ministry of External
Affairs. When this question was put to me I think in May or June, we had
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then responded that as far as we were aware, there were no restrictions
provided to us by any agency of the Government of India not to renew
passport of the individual — the individual in this context was the person
you mentioned. Consequently, as an Indian citizen, he was entitled to all
services that all other Indian citizens are entitled to. Subsequently in
September 2012 we did receive information about his activities and the
need to revoke his passport. That was done expeditiously. And
subsequent to that his stay in Indonesia became difficult because he
does not have a valid passport. Consequently, at a certain stage he was
arrested or detained by the immigration authorities in Indonesia who
immediately contacted our Mission there, which in turn promptly contacted
those agencies who had since September 2012 been in touch with us
about the alleged misdeeds of this individual.

We have very good cooperation from the Indonesian Government and
that led to his deportation in double quick time as far as we are concerned.
So as we see it, this was a success of the efforts of the Mission in
Indonesia which acted proactively and quickly and promptly in responding
to a request that was received by them last year. Anything that was
done before that was in consonance with the norms that you would expect
us to follow in dealing with Indian citizens.

Q: When is the PM going to Japan? There were reports that he is likely
to visitin Feb. But that is being pushed back | think. So, when is he likely
to visit Japan?

Official Spokesperson: | do not want to answer to speculative reports.
I have no information of a visit that you are mentioning of at this stage.

Q: ...(Inaudible)... Does India see it as betrayal because so far the
Pakistan civilian government has used the excuse that it was not
completely in the know of what the Army was contemplating with regard
to Kargil?

Official Spokesperson: Let me try and frame my response. That there
is a debate going on in Pakistan on this issue is hot new. This is a debate
internal to Pakistan. It is a debate which has been there for quite some
time. There are people, like the gentleman you mentioned just now, with
a point of view: there are others with another point of view. As far as we
in The Government of India are concerned, while we closely follow this



26 INDIA’S FOREIGN RELATIONS-2013

debate, we do not participate in this. Therefore, | do not want to break
that tradition of trying to participate in a debate in another country which
is internal to it. But the outcome of whatever was the basis of this decision
making is that India did get impacted by this and Kargil happened is
something that both sides now seem to agree. And this basically justifies
what we have always been saying about it.

Q: I just want to ask you about the recently concluded African Union
Summit. Did India send any officials or Ministers there? Was there a
discussion on the Ezulwini Consensus about nominating African
representatives for the permanent seats on the Security Council? Are
you in a position to throw some light on that please?

Official Spokesperson: | am in a position to throw light on our efforts
and role there, not on what the leaders there decided because itis proper
for them to make that open. As far as we are concerned, yes, we did
send a senior official. Secretary (West) Mr. Sudhir Vyas had gone there
as Special Envoy. He did have meetings with a cross section of the
leadership there. And the issue of UN Security Council reform and our
position and our intention to make progress on that was communicated
to all concerned.

Q: Again on Anil Bastawade, it is not just about the passport having
been reissued but also that Enforcement Directorate claims that certain
Embassies and Consulates in Abu Dhabi and Dubai did not cooperate
with them when it comes to Anil Bastawade. Is MEA looking into the
matter? Is there an enquiry set up as to who are the officers involved?

Official Spokesperson: Let me make it very clear at the outset,
noncooperation is not a tradition of the Ministry of External Affairs. We
always try to cooperate with every agency of the Government of India
because we are the external arm of the Government of India. An
Embassy represents India in its entirety outside. That said, nobody has
told us what you are saying has figured in some media reports.
Nevertheless, we always take our job seriously and we have started to
find out information on the facts of the case. Our Embassy in Abu Dhabi
has been contacted, and they will in due course send a report on this
matter. While this is still in the realm of media reports, we thought it best
to take it up and request our Ambassador because the agencies
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concerned have not been in touch on this matter. That is what | meant
when | said that its in the realm of reporting because if there was such
an incident, it is normal for people to get in touch and indicate that if this
incident happened some years ago, as is being indicated in that report,
then it is perhaps proper that we should have been informed about this
before. But nonetheless we have already initiated efforts in this regard
and we will get to the bottom of this shortly.

Q: You said that we are getting good cooperation from the US with
reference to terrorism. But in December we did have the Department of
Justice saying that cases against two senior ex-1SI officials cannot be
pursued with reference to their role in 26/11. Now | am again questioning
whether we are really getting good cooperation from the US because
you do have Secretary of State John Kerry confirm this. You do have a
drawdown coming in Afghanistan. In this context, do you actually see
good cooperation with the US on terrorism?

Official Spokesperson: | get your point. | think maybe | will need to put
out what | said in print. | said ‘good cooperation within the parameters of
their laws’. What we have seen is that within their legal context they
have been assisting us to the maximum extent possible. That it does not
meet our legal needs is also quite clear, but that does not mean to say
that we will not pursue our legal goals. So while it is good cooperation,
we need to see it in the context of their legal regime, our requirements
are different and we will continue to press on that.

Now as regards the ISI, we have put out a fairly detailed statement on
that which is available for the record. | do not need to reiterate that. That
elaborate statement indicates our view on that position. As regards any
other development that you are saying, | do not know how they are directly
linked to terrorism in terms of changes of personnel etc. So | will not
even dare to delve into that area.

Q: Looking forward to the forthcoming BRICS Summit, could you give
us a sense of what is the progress on the Development Bank? Are we
also in the running to host the Bank?

Official Spokesperson: | think you have taken five steps before even
the BRICS Finance Ministers have decided on this. But that said, this is
a major element which is now currently under discussion between the
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Finance Ministries of the BRICS countries. We expect an outcome which
will be announced at the next BRICS Summit in Durban in March. | think
based on that maybe your next questions can be asked at that stage
because at this stage we are not even ready with an outcome. So once
that outcome is available you may like to ask that and many other
guestions on BRICS and the proposal for the Development Bank.

Q: The Minister of External Affairs was in Brussels recently for this
Ministerial meeting. Can you tell us what the result of this meeting was?

Official Spokesperson: Yes. Minister Salman Khurshid was both in
Germany and in Brussels. He was in Germany on a bilateral visit. This
is the first visit by External Affairs Minister of India in a bilateral context
since 2002. Germany is our largest trading partner in Europe. Also we
have a strategic partnership with Germany since 2000. As you are aware,
this year there will be a summit-level meeting between our Prime Minister
and the Chancellor of Germany. This is scheduled later during the year.
Once we finalise those dates, we will let you know. But during the
discussions in Germany he met the Foreign Minister of Germany Mr.
Westerwelle. They had discussions on bilateral issues including on
possible arrangements in terms of high-tech exports from Germany to
India.

Also, as you are aware, we have a new National Manufacturing Policy.
With Delhi-Mumbai Industrial Corridor we are looking for investments
from various countries including Germany in that area. In addition, they
also discussed issues in the region which meant Germany has an active
interest in Afghanistan; Germany is also part of the P5+1 talks. So there
were issues on all these matters that were discussed. Then the External
Affairs Minister visited Brussels, as you said. In Brussels he has had a
meeting yesterday with Baroness Ashton. For those of you who would
like to know further details than my short summary, we have put out a
YouTube version of a fifteen-minute press conference between the two
leaders. That gives you a broad idea of our discussions. But largely
these were related to the FTA. The goal is to try and formalize it as early
as possible.

The Prime Minister of India will also be visiting Brussels for an annual
summit. Last time the summit was held in Delhi; so this time itis in Europe.
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And discussions related to those matters. Also the EU is our largest
partner in cumulative terms. There were discussions on those matters
and on the EU acquiring a larger role politically on various issues. And
we had opportunity to share information and ideas on those matters where
the EU High Representative has a role to play. He will later today meet
his Belgian counterpart.

Q: Sir, North Korea plans to conduct a nuclear test in the near future.
Could we have the Indian reaction to that?

Official Spokesperson: When they conduct it we will have a reaction.
We have previously had reactions saying that we are committed to UN
Security Council resolutions and we hope that North Korea will abide by
them. If there is any other change in that and there is a situation of the
type that you are mentioning, we will respond to it in accordance with
what we have responded previously.

Q: India and EU are discussing Comprehensive Economic Partnership
Agreement since many years. When will it be finalized?

Official Spokesperson: | wish | could tell you that sort of a thing. | do
not know whether any individual can tell you that but the idea is that
there is a commitment to try and resolve this as quickly as possible, and
to have an agreement because both of us see that it would be a win-win
situation for both of us. But that said, as they say, the devil lies in the
detail, and those details are being worked out. We hope that it can be
finalized at an early date. How early is early, | will leave that choice for
you to make.

Thank you very much.
(Concluded)

L 2K R NN J J
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005. Media Interaction of Official Spokesperson.

New Delhi, January 31, 2013.

Official Spokesperson (Shri Syed Akbaruddin): Good afternoon
friends and thank you very much for coming today.

With all our Ministers traveling, | have no specific major news
announcement to make to you, nor do | have an announcement to make
in terms of anything that we would be undertaking during the next couple
of days. Beyond that we have a hectic diplomatic schedule that is being
worked out. | will make those announcements once all the arrangements
are made. So | would like to inform you that | have no specific
announcement to make, but | am open to responding to any questions
that you may like to ask.

Q: | just wanted to know what the Government's reaction is to what
Hillary Clinton said in her Global Town Hall the other day, first on David
Headley where she said she believes he has got the best possible
sentence and that he will continue to cooperate in future as well, basically
in a sense ruling out extradition because that was the question put to
her. Is India going to pursue his extradition? If so, how, given that he did
have a plea bargain with the United States?

Official Spokesperson: We have always held that bringing to justice
the perpetrators of 26/11 is a work in progress which we intend to take
to its logical conclusion. Let me take some time and try and explain our

position on this.

Our objective has been that the processes initiated with the filing of the
charge-sheet against nine individuals by the NIA Special Court regarding
the conspiracy surrounding the Mumbai terror attack is taken forward,;
and that is our goal. Two of these charge-sheets are against David
Coleman Headley and Tahawwur Rana. The US has been helpful thus
far within the limits of their own laws. They have enabled us access to
Headley. Our officials have been able to spend seven days questioning
him. However, we have not been able to question Rana earlier given his
rights as an accused under US law. But now that he is a sentenced
prisoner, we will once again seek US Government’s support for access
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to him and also for further access, as may be deemed necessary, to
Headley.

We intend to continue to work with the US to seek access to others who
may be of interest, and we will use all existing bilateral mechanisms for
this. We also wish to continue to work with the US to help us in securing
access to all others who are charge-sheeted and to produce them before
the NIA court. We will work on all available legal channels and avenues
to ensure that the court case of the NIA proceeds and that the charge-
sheeted individuals are produced before the court.

If I may try and summarise what | have said so far, we have received
good cooperation from the United States in the 26/11 cases; we intend
to work closely with the United States in taking these legal processes
forward; our demand for the extradition of Rana and Headley continues
to stand.

Q: | am from the North East. China earlier constructed dams on the
Brahmaputra in Tibet. Very shortly they are going to construct three
more dams in Tibet. During the rainy season the river waters will actually
enter huge areas of North East including Arunachal Pradesh and Assam
and adjoining areas and our neighbouring country Bangladesh also will
be totally drowned, severe damage will be caused, lakhs of people will
be rendered homeless, and property will be damaged. What steps is
your Government going to take? Are you going to take the issue up with
the Government of China?

Official Spokesperson: Thank you very much, Sir, that is a fairly long
question and | think along with that it is a statement too. Let me try and
respond to some of the issues that you have raised.

The Government of India carefully monitors all development on the
Brahmaputra River. As a lower riparian state with considerable
established use rights to the waters of the river, India has conveyed its
views and concerns to the Chinese authorities including at the highest
levels of the Government of the People’s Republic of China. India once
again urges China to ensure that the interests of downstream states are
not harmed by any activities in upstream areas.

| hope that is an adequate response.
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Q: Did the Chinese respond to our concerns? Do they indicate they are
doing something about it or is it just a routine complaint that we have
filed?

Official Spokesperson: | do not want to get into disclosing diplomatic
dialogue. I think | will put out the statement that | have just made. If you
read it, it covers all aspects including a response to that question. | would
suggest please read it carefully.

Q: There are three dams we are talking about. We know that at least in
one case last year on the dam at Jiache, after construction activity was
detected India had raised it, as you rightly said. Have we raised the
issue of the other two dams as well? Official Spokesperson: | am not
going to get into the specifics at this stage. This question that he had
asked was a specific question, and | have responded with a specific
answer. | would suggest that please carefully read that answer, you will
have elements of your question answered in that.

Q: Today | read on Twitter that India pledged some money for Mali. Would
you please elaborate more about India’s ...(Inaudible)... the situation in
Mali?

Official Spokesperson: India’s position on international terrorism has
been clear and consistent. We unequivocally condemn terrorism in all
its forms and manifestations. Wherever and by whosoever committed,
regardless of their motivation, we consider it criminal and unjustifiable.
We also believe that the fight against the scourge of terrorism must be
unrelenting. We as members of the Security Council last year, along
with other members as well as the AU and the ECOWAS had made a
shared attempt to arrive at a comprehensive strategy to deal with the
crisis in Mali. The outcome of that was Resolution 2085. The United
States Security Council had expressed its support and understanding
of the ongoing military operation in the context of Security Council
Resolution 2085.

As far as this issue was concerned, there was a meeting in Addis Ababa
on 29th. This was attended by our Ambassador in Addis Ababa who is
also accredited to the African Union. And we have decided that we would
pledge one million dollars to the African Union Donors Conference in
support of African-led International Support Mission to Mali (AFISMA).
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In addition to that, we have a longstanding engagement with Mali in the
fields of capacity building, human resources development, and creation
of social and physical infrastructure.

An end to this crisis would enable us to resume this partnership for the
benefit of the people of Mali. And it is our intention that this amount of
assistance of a development nature would go as much as 100 million
dollars, once the situation stabilizes.

Q: Is it in the form of urging China or is it in the form of a complaint to
China? In case China does not listen to what India is saying, pay heed,
is there any international recourse that India could resort to?

Official Spokesperson: | think on that issue let us take it step-by-step,
let us not jump the gun. Again as | said, the statement that | have made
will be available very shortly on the web site. Please read it carefully.
What it means is self evident.

Q: I am working for a Spanish news agency. | would like to know if Mr.
Khurshid has an idea to travel to Latin America.

Official Spokesperson: Welcome to our briefings first of all. It is nice to
have you here and see your interest in Indian foreign policy. Our regular
practice is, once we tie up all arrangements only then we make
announcements. | have started this meeting by saying that we have no
announcement to make. Therefore, at this stage we have no finalized
plans on any visits this week or the next.

Q: Pakistan has made counter charges against India of beheading their
soldiers and also of using irregulars to behead civilians in Pakistan. And
they have raised this issue with the UNMOGIP. What is your response
and also what is India’s position with regard to UNMOGIP?

Official Spokesperson: | have not heard through any diplomatic channel
any such complaint that you have mentioned. Therefore, | am oblivious
to what you are mentioning because this has not ever been raised
through a diplomatic channel. Therefore, there is no requirement for me
to answer. If you are referring to news reports, | think the Ministry of
Defence had responded to those news reports and | do not need to
respond to them because the Government of India speaks in one voice
on this.
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As regards your guestion on UNMOGIP, | think | have repeated that
many times and | do not think we need to respond to this again because
our Ambassador most recently at the UN had articulated our position. |
will send you a copy of that statement which is fairly all-encompassing
and provides our considered view on that. There is no change on this.
This is not a position that we have articulated now. It has been a position
that we have held for the last forty years.

Q: I need a clarification. The gentleman who has been on the Wanted
Listin India has been brought back from Indonesia after apparently getting
his visa and passport renewed. Can you just explain as to why such a
thing did happen? Or was there a mix up?

Official Spokesperson: If you mean his passport renewal, that is the
only thing that | as the Ministry of External Affairs can respond to. | think
Srinjoy Chowdhury and the Times Now Group have been following this
for some time. But let me try and explain to you the situation which |
have responded to previously on this.

We work on the basis of information available to the Ministry of External
Affairs. When this question was put to me I think in May or June, we had
then responded that as far as we were aware, there were no restrictions
provided to us by any agency of the Government of India not to renew
passport of the individual — the individual in this context was the person
you mentioned. Consequently, as an Indian citizen, he was entitled to all
services that all other Indian citizens are entitled to. Subsequently in
September 2012 we did receive information about his activities and the
need to revoke his passport. That was done expeditiously. And
subsequent to that his stay in Indonesia became difficult because he
does not have a valid passport. Consequently, at a certain stage he was
arrested or detained by the immigration authorities in Indonesia who
immediately contacted our Mission there, which in turn promptly contacted
those agencies who had since September 2012 been in touch with us
about the alleged misdeeds of this individual.

We have very good cooperation from the Indonesian Government and
that led to his deportation in double quick time as far as we are concerned.
So as we see it, this was a success of the efforts of the Mission in
Indonesia which acted proactively and quickly and promptly in responding
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to a request that was received by them last year. Anything that was
done before that was in consonance with the norms that you would expect
us to follow in dealing with Indian citizens.

Q: When is the PM going to Japan? There were reports that he is likely
to visitin Feb. But that is being pushed back | think. So, when is he likely
to visit Japan?

Official Spokesperson: | do not want to answer to speculative reports.
I have no information of a visit that you are mentioning of at this stage.

Q: ...(Inaudible)... Does India see it as betrayal because so far the
Pakistan civilian government has used the excuse that it was not
completely in the know of what the Army was contemplating with regard
to Kargil?

Official Spokesperson: Let me try and frame my response. That there
is a debate going on in Pakistan on this issue is hot new. This is a debate
internal to Pakistan. It is a debate which has been there for quite some
time. There are people, like the gentleman you mentioned just now, with
a point of view: there are others with another point of view. As far as we
in The Government of India are concerned, while we closely follow this
debate, we do not participate in this. Therefore, | do not want to break
that tradition of trying to participate in a debate in another country which
is internal to it. But the outcome of whatever was the basis of this decision
making is that India did get impacted by this and Kargil happened is
something that both sides now seem to agree. And this basically justifies
what we have always been saying about it.

Q: I just want to ask you about the recently concluded African Union
Summit. Did India send any officials or Ministers there? Was there a
discussion on the Ezulwini Consensus about nominating African
representatives for the permanent seats on the Security Council? Are
you in a position to throw some light on that please?

Official Spokesperson: | am in a position to throw light on our efforts
and role there, not on what the leaders there decided because it is proper
for them to make that open. As far as we are concerned, yes, we did
send a senior official. Secretary (West) Mr. Sudhir Vyas had gone there
as Special Envoy. He did have meetings with a cross section of the
leadership there. And the issue of UN Security Council reform and our
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position and our intention to make progress on that was communicated
to all concerned.

Q: Again on Anil Bastawade, it is not just about the passport having
been reissued but also that Enforcement Directorate claims that certain
Embassies and Consulates in Abu Dhabi and Dubai did not cooperate
with them when it comes to Anil Bastawade. Is MEA looking into the
matter? Is there an enquiry set up as to who are the officers involved?

Official Spokesperson: Let me make it very clear at the outset,
noncooperation is not a tradition of the Ministry of External Affairs. We
always try to cooperate with every agency of the Government of India
because we are the external arm of the Government of India. An
Embassy represents India in its entirety outside. That said, nobody has
told us what you are saying has figured in some media reports.
Nevertheless, we always take our job seriously and we have started to
find out information on the facts of the case. Our Embassy in Abu Dhabi
has been contacted, and they will in due course send a report on this
matter. While this is still in the realm of media reports, we thought it best
to take it up and request our Ambassador because the agencies
concerned have not been in touch on this matter. That is what | meant
when | said that its in the realm of reporting because if there was such
an incident, it is normal for people to get in touch and indicate that if this
incident happened some years ago, as is being indicated in that report,
then it is perhaps proper that we should have been informed about this
before. But nonetheless we have already initiated efforts in this regard
and we will get to the bottom of this shortly.

Q: You said that we are getting good cooperation from the US with
reference to terrorism. But in December we did have the Department of
Justice saying that cases against two senior ex-ISI officials cannot be
pursued with reference to their role in 26/11. Now | am again questioning
whether we are really getting good cooperation from the US because
you do have Secretary of State John Kerry confirm this. You do have a
drawdown coming in Afghanistan. In this context, do you actually see
good cooperation with the US on terrorism?

Official Spokesperson: | get your point. | think maybe | will need to put
out what | said in print. | said ‘good cooperation within the parameters of
their laws’. What we have seen is that within their legal context they
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have been assisting us to the maximum extent possible. That it does not
meet our legal needs is also quite clear, but that does not mean to say
that we will not pursue our legal goals. So while it is good cooperation,
we need to see it in the context of their legal regime, our requirements
are different and we will continue to press on that.

Now as regards the ISI, we have put out a fairly detailed statement on
that which is available for the record. | do not need to reiterate that. That
elaborate statement indicates our view on that position. As regards any
other development that you are saying, | do not know how they are directly
linked to terrorism in terms of changes of personnel etc. So | will not
even dare to delve into that area.

Q: Looking forward to the forthcoming BRICS Summit, could you give
us a sense of what is the progress on the Development Bank? Are we
also in the running to host the Bank?

Official Spokesperson: | think you have taken five steps before even
the BRICS Finance Ministers have decided on this. But that said, this is
a major element which is now currently under discussion between the
Finance Ministries of the BRICS countries. We expect an outcome which
will be announced at the next BRICS Summit in Durban in March. | think
based on that maybe your next questions can be asked at that stage
because at this stage we are not even ready with an outcome. So once
that outcome is available you may like to ask that and many other
questions on BRICS and the proposal for the Development Bank.

Q: The Minister of External Affairs was in Brussels recently for this
Ministerial meeting. Can you tell us what the result of this meeting was?

Official Spokesperson: Yes. Minister Salman Khurshid was both in
Germany and in Brussels. He was in Germany on a bilateral visit. This
is the first visit by External Affairs Minister of India in a bilateral context
since 2002. Germany is our largest trading partner in Europe. Also we
have a strategic partnership with Germany since 2000. As you are aware,
this year there will be a summit-level meeting between our Prime Minister
and the Chancellor of Germany. This is scheduled later during the year.
Once we finalise those dates, we will let you know. But during the
discussions in Germany he met the Foreign Minister of Germany Mr.
Westerwelle. They had discussions on bilateral issues including on
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possible arrangements in terms of high-tech exports from Germany to
India.

Also, as you are aware, we have a new National Manufacturing Policy.
With Delhi-Mumbai Industrial Corridor we are looking for investments
from various countries including Germany in that area. In addition, they
also discussed issues in the region which meant Germany has an active
interest in Afghanistan; Germany is also part of the P5+1 talks. So there
were issues on all these matters that were discussed. Then the External
Affairs Minister visited Brussels, as you said. In Brussels he has had a
meeting yesterday with Baroness Ashton. For those of you who would
like to know further details than my short summary, we have put out a
YouTube version of a fifteen-minute press conference between the two
leaders. That gives you a broad idea of our discussions. But largely
these were related to the FTA. The goal is to try and formalize it as early
as possible.

The Prime Minister of India will also be visiting Brussels for an annual
summit. Last time the summit was held in Delhi; so this time itis in Europe.
And discussions related to those matters. Also the EU is our largest
partner in cumulative terms. There were discussions on those matters
and on the EU acquiring a larger role politically on various issues. And
we had opportunity to share information and ideas on those matters where
the EU High Representative has a role to play. He will later today meet
his Belgian counterpatrt.

Q: Sir, North Korea plans to conduct a nuclear test in the near future.
Could we have the Indian reaction to that?

Official Spokesperson: When they conduct it we will have a reaction.
We have previously had reactions saying that we are committed to UN
Security Council resolutions and we hope that North Korea will abide by
them. If there is any other change in that and there is a situation of the
type that you are mentioning, we will respond to it in accordance with
what we have responded previously.

Q: India and EU are discussing Comprehensive Economic Partnership
Agreement since many years. When will it be finalized?

Official Spokesperson: | wish | could tell you that sort of a thing. | do
not know whether any individual can tell you that but the idea is that
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there is a commitment to try and resolve this as quickly as possible, and
to have an agreement because both of us see that it would be a win-win
situation for both of us. But that said, as they say, the devil lies in the
detail, and those details are being worked out. We hope that it can be
finalized at an early date. How early is early, | will leave that choice for
you to make.

Thank you very much.
(Concluded)
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006. Foreig n Secretary’s meeting with Apex Chambers of
Commerce in New Delhi.

New Delhi, February 1, 2013.

1. Foreign Secretary, Shri Ranjan Mathai and Secretary (Economic
Relations), Shri Pinak R. Chakravarty had a meeting with
representatives of apex business chambers namely
ASSOCHAM, FICCI, CIl and PHD Chamber of Commerce.

2. Foreign Secretary spoke on Ministry of External Affairs Economic
and Commercial Diplomacy, which has been an intrinsic part of
India’s overall diplomatic effort and sought views and
recommendations of the business groups. Ministry of External
Affairs continued outreach programmes through new divisions
such as Energy Security, Investment and Technology Promotion,
Public Diplomacy and the Development Partnership
Administration were also highlighted. He further said that the 77
Passport Seva Kendras which have been established in last three
years as a public-private partnership was also part of Ministry’s
adaption to changing circumstances and public requirements.

3. The representatives of business chambers, among other things
suggested that Ministry of External Affairs should focus more on
specific regions such as Africa and specific sectors such as
energy, promotion of Indian services industries abroad, support
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by Embassies to Indian SMEs, coordination with economic and
infrastructure Ministries, etc. They also suggested that the
Ministry should endeavour to secure a more liberal visa regime
both for incoming business visitors to India and for Indian business
visitors abroad.

4. Foreign Secretary and Secretary (ER) assured representatives
of the apex chambers that the Ministry will look into the
suggestions made by the participants. Secretary (ER) will chair
regular meetings with the business chambers on sectoral issues.

L 2K R R J J

007. Interview of External Affairs Minister with the Business
Standard.

New Delhi, 25 January 2013.

(Business Standard/by Nayanima Basu)

India has formally rejected any offer for talks with Pakistan. How
do you plan to solve the crisis and ensure that there is no more
cease-fire violation?

We have not said no to anything. We just think that there is a proper time
and place for everything. There are still signals on bilateral and also third
party intervention. We have to be very clear. Itis bilateral full stop. There
is no scope and never has been for third party intervention under any
circumstances. | think that must settle down. Two, it is important that
any contacts that takes place which will go beyond the established
procedures such as the contacts between the DGMOs (Director General
Military Operations) and the contacts between the flag commanders on
both sides, beyond those we should have the right atmospherics and
right situation for further contacts. So nobody is saying no but | think it is
important that this should be done carefully, sensibly and in an appropriate
manner.
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When you talk of right atmospherics, somewhere does the Indian
government is apprehending that they might raise the Kashmir
issue?

We do not have any apprehension. We want indications, signals of
sensitivity to something that we have felt is an extremely serious and a
hurtful event. We want something that indicates sensitivity to our
concerns. This is important. Of course, when you talk there are no
conditional discussions. Our revived comprehensive dialogue does not
have any conditionality but you have sensible way of prioritizing how
you will proceed with a dialogue. And that's what we were doing. So
that’s the major thing. Now the minor thing is something that can hurt the
dialogue also needs to be settled by a dialogue but a dialogue to settle a
larger dialogue issue should happen in an atmosphere that makes it
possible, viable and feasible. | think that’s basically what we are
emphasizing.

Pakistan once again missed the deadline for granting MFN (most
favoured nation) trade status to us. Do you think trade normalization

with Pakistan is ever possible? How do you view the cancellation

of the meeting between the commerce ministers of both countries?

Did you speak to Pakistan government regarding this?

| think trade normalization will take place. It is important. It is not just
trade that were discussed, there are many far-reaching and important
matters that we have been talking about in the past. For instance the
Tapi pipeline is one such thing. | think it is not very productive to be
speculative on trade being derailed. But we work within a framework of
atmospherics. Those are important. The substance and perception both
have to go hand in hand. Of the course the deadline for MFN has been
missed but it is a work in progress. | do not think it is end of the world that
a particular deadline is missed. And | think it is not end of the world for an
opportunity to further consult on that or discuss that has been lost because
of reasons given of preoccupations at home. | can understand there
would be preoccupations at home considering a rapidly changing political
situation in Pakistan. The commerce minister (Anand Sharma) is fully
briefed and he is keeping track of it. We (commerce minister Anand
Sharma and 1) do confer from time to time and we are sure whatever
nudging and whatever pushing needs to be done will be done.
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What is India doing to avert another debacle like GMR in Maldives?
How do you now plan to encourage Indian industry to increase
their footprint globally?

| do not treat it as a debacle or a setback. Itis a disappointment because
we like to see our flag flourish in terms of commercial initiative that are
companies take particularly in friendly countries where we have had
strong traditional links. And if we are unsuccessful in a commercial
venture for one reason or another, obviously that is disappointing. There
were obviously issues of legal nature as perceived by the government
in Maldives and GMR has accepted the consequences of the legal issues
that emerged and now it is only a matter of ensuring that the cancellation
is followed up by other legal remedies that come with cancellation or
termination of the contract. | think it is another event that we take in our
stride and we move forward. Our effort was that this should not be given
a political colour and this should not be used by people not friendly to
India as a reason and occasion for driving a wage between friends. |
think that seems to be pretty much on track.

How do you plan to address the challenges posed by China while
we also see them as one of our strategic partners? Trade deficit
with China is increasing year-on-year. On the other hand, some
Chinese firms are threatening to pull out investments, there were
problems with Huawei. So how is the government viewing the state
of Chinese investments in India?

We do believe we have a constructive partnership with China. We are
also conscious that China offers in the marketplace a very stiff competition
because they have expertise and they have advantages in terms of
costs sometimes. But we also have our own advantages and | think
there can be two competing models, one of India and one of China and
that gives greater opportunity to all the spaces in which we both offer our
services. | think we should not be necessarily self-conscious of any
disadvantage. We should factor in disadvantages and also emphasize
the advantages that we have. In terms of trade balance, yes, this is
something we continue to address in different ways, including in our
negotiations with China. So this remains a priority and we will continue
to address it. But this requires a collaborative effort between government
and industry and | hope that if the industry redoubles its efforts to ensure
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that not only we have an acceptable trade balance but also that we have
good flow of investments on both sides.

What are some of the major challenges to India’s foreign policy
today? Are you planning to bring about any major changes in India’s
foreign policy with such difficult neighbours?

| think we have a policy that is rooted in a broad consensus in the country.
It also has a historical pedigree which | think is very significant. But in
the broad contours of that consensus and policy we need to fine-tune
tactically because this is a time of consolidating relationships with
economic interaction and | think for that we have to be vigilant and willing
to change our tactical approach because in many cases it is the market
forces that will ultimately decide how things move. But we have also |
think advantage in terms of soft diplomacy, our cultural diplomacy is
important. We have a steady expansion programme of our cultural centres
sponsored by the ICCR. We are continuing our engagement of people to
people contacts and | think a combination of sustained cultural diplomacy,
described often as soft diplomacy with sensible and competent economic
planning of relationships will give us an effective presence in the world.

With the re-election of President Barack Obama in US, India’s
concerns over hike in professional visa fees and outsourcing will
persist. How do you plan to tackle this issue in the year ahead?

In the months ahead we will have an opportunity to take up these issues.
We have an ongoing dialogue with the US. We are waiting for their Cabinet
to be in place. I think over the next month or so we will have other idea of
schedules. Our agenda is clearly there. We will take it up with all the
energy at our command as soon as people are in place to begin the
dialogue.

What benefits will our integration with ASEAN vyield in the long
run?

| personally think that for the whole country it is of immense value. But
particularly for the northeastern part of our country which has always
been a special target for our development schemes because there are
very special kinds of problems in the northeast and also a very special
potential. And | think, in order to, engage with the northeast in an effective
manner | think connectivity with ASEAN and trade with ASEAN will be
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enormously important. It is the economic integration of that entire region
which will play a major role. It will have not only direct benefits to the
northeast but also give us a much higher profile and presence in countries
like Myanmar where because of years of isolation, we have not been
able to contribute and receive as much as our potential clearly indicates
that there is for us to do.

What will be India’s stance should there be a rise in tension in the
South China Sea with growing Chinese ambitions there?

There are two issues there. One is the issue of freedom of navigation
and other is the issue of sovereignty between neighbouring states. Now
as far as sovereignty issue is concerned, we have repeatedly said that
must be settled through bilateral negotiations between the countries
concerned and we are not involved in that. As far as freedom of navigation
is concerned, we have repeatedly said, bilaterally and multilaterally, that
this is a matter on which India takes a clear position that law of the sea
and freedom of navigation on open seas is something we stand by, we
support and we are committed to. And this is being recoginsed by ASEAN
in the stated code of conduct. | do not think we should really be speculating
on the possibility of tensions rising to a level that it requires any further
than what we have said and done and | believe they are all matured
parties and they do realize beyond their stated positions there are certain
overall compulsions of comity of nations that will keep us within levels
that allow for a reasonable amount of dialogue to resolve these issues.

What will be India’s strategy towards Afghanistan post 2014 when
US troops pull out completely from there?

Our position is very clear. Our position is that Afghanistan must make
up its mind how it wants to proceed. India is willing to help in every way
possible within the wishes of the people of Afghanistan and the elected
government of Afghanistan. We are in touch with stakeholders in that
region, neighbours of Afghanistan, including in central Asia. And also
when we have the opportunity to discuss this with US for instance, that
what we like is to be able to be a part of the solution and not be in any
way be seen or be dragged into becoming a part of the problem. As far
as we are concerned, we are very good friends, we have extremely
good and meaningful relationship. We have extended to them such help
as they have expected and desired in the field of development in important
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institution capacity building providing them with such training and
assistance they require for their Afghan National Army to take over the
responsibilities beyond 2014 and of course on which they already have
taken responsibility in many districts. And we will continue to respond to
the wishes of the people of Afghanistan and the elected government.

L 2K R NN J 2

008. Address by Finance Minister P. Chidambaram on ‘India’s
National Security — Challenges and Priorities’ while
delivering the K. Subramanyam Memorial Lecture.

New Delhi, February 6, 2013.

| am grateful to you for inviting me to deliver the K Subrahmanyam
Memorial Lecture. When | first joined the Government in 1985, he was
already a Secretary-level officer belonging to the hallowed Indian
Administrative Service. My first interaction with him as Minister of State
for Personnel left me with the impression that he was thoroughly
disenchanted with the bureaucracy and the daily chores of a bureaucrat.
As | watched him from a distance, | saw him move seamlessly from
being a civil servant to a national security expert. Without doubt, as long
as he lived, he was the most authoritative voice on matters relating to
national security. He lectured and wrote extensively on national security
issues and soon acquired a large following of aspiring scholars and
admirers. It is to K Subrahmanyam that we owe the growing number of
scholars and analysts on matters concerning national security.

2. Until recently, we had taken a very compartmentalised view of
national security. Each threat to national security was neatly fitted
into one compartment. The first, of course, was a war with
Pakistan. That was fitted into a compartment and was meant to
be deterred, or defended, through the might of our armed forces.
A war with China was, and remains, unthinkable and therefore
that threat was fitted into another compartment and reserved to
be dealt with through a mixture of engagement, diplomacy, trade,
and positioning adequate forces along the borders. Beyond
Pakistan and China, we did not perceive any external threat to
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our security. Other threats such as communal conflicts, terrorism,
naxalism or maoist violence, drug peddling and Fake Indian
Currency Notes (FICN) were bundled together under the label
“threats to internal security” and were left to the Ministry of Home
Affairs. Some threats were not acknowledged at all as threats to
national security and these included energy security, food security
and pandemics. K Subrahmanyam was one of the earliest to
argue that we should take a more holistic view of the threats to
national security.

Recently, eminent voices have echoed the views of K
Subrahmanyam. The Prime Minister, Dr. Manmohan Singh, in
his address to the Combined Commanders Conference on
October 20, 2005 identified - as threats to national security -
terrorism, proliferation of weapons of mass destruction, low
intensity conflicts, and threats to the security of sea-lanes. The
National Security Adviser, Shri Shivshankar Menon, delivering
the Raja Ramanna Lecture on January 21, 2013 said “We now
need to consider our energy security, food security, technology
security, and social cohesion and institutions, to name just a few,
when we think of national security.” In another place in the same
lecture, he argued that there was little distinction between internal
security and external security and identified the internal security
challenges as having ‘some roots outside India and (is) linked to
what happens outside the country.’

A close examination of the threats to national security will reveal
that each one of them is connected to one or more other threats.
For example, the threat of terrorism is connected to the threat of
proliferation of arms including weapons of mass destruction. The
threat to the security of our sea-lanes is connected to the threat
to energy security. Low intensity conflicts have a direct bearing
on social cohesion. Technology security will be the key to building
new institutions. Natural disasters, especially those caused by
climate change, can wreck food security. Pandemics and
diseases, if uncontrolled, can diminish our capacity to defend
the borders against our adversaries or to defeat the militants within
the country. National security is, therefore, caught in a complex
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spider’s web and unless we recognise that each strand of this
web is connected to other strands, we would not be able to do
justice to our fundamental obligation to protect and defend the
security of the nation.

5. Defending and promoting national security stands on three
important pillars: firstly, human resources; secondly, science and
technology; and thirdly, money. | have placed money last, not
because it is the least important, but because it is the most
important pillar of national security. Without money, we cannot
nurture and build our human resources. We need schools,
colleges, universities, libraries, laboratories, skill development
institutions and, above all, highly qualified teachers. It was in the
sixth decade of independence that we were able to pass a law
on the Right to Education. Only now we have been able to achieve
near-universal enrolment of children in school, but there are still
problems in retention and, according to 2010-11 statistics, only
73 percent of children who enrol in class | complete five years of
schooling and only 59.4 percent complete eight years of schooling.
Despite having 32,987 colleges and 621 universities, the Gross
Enrolment Ratio is only 18.8 percent. The shortage of teachers
at the elementary school level is estimated at 800,000. According
to the Ministry of Human Resource Development we need 20,000
more colleges and 1500 more universities if we aim to provide
post-school education to all the children who complete school.
Even today we turn out only about 800,000 engineers from our
engineering colleges and 44,000 MBBS doctors from our medical
colleges every year. Only 72,202 scholars were enrolled in Ph.D
programmes in 2012 and only 9,704 applications were filed for
patents in calendar 2012 by Indians. The Central Government
spends only 0.67 percent of GDP on education (2010-11), and
thatincludes all heads of expenditure that could be broadly brought
under the subject ‘education’. It is estimated that all the State
Governments put together spend another 2.36 percent of GDP
on education (2010-11). The percentages may appear modest,
but the absolute amounts are quite large. Nevertheless, the
average child enrolled in class V has only attained the
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competence of a child in class Il. At the other end, none of our
universities figure in the top 200 universities of the world.

Infant mortality rate is still at 44 per 1000 live births, maternal
mortality rate is at 212 per 100,000 live births and, on both counts,
we will not achieve the millennium development goal. Life
expectancy has increased from 59.4 years in 1991 to 66.1 years
in 2011, but during the same period the child sex ratio has declined
from 945 girls to 914 girls per 1000 boys. The expenditure of the
Central Government on ‘health care’ is 0.31 percent of GDP and
State Governments spend another 0.60 percent of GDP. Thus,
on education and health, the total Government expenditure is
below 4 percent of GDP. Other emerging economies spend much
more. For example, Brazil (9.1 percent), South Africa (9.6 percent)
and China (5.9 percent) spend much more. If we can create the
fiscal space that will allow us to spend an additional one percent
every year amounting to an additional four percent over the
remaining four years of the 12th Plan, it would make a huge impact
on human resource development in the country.

Let me turn to science and technology. Every country that has
moved up to the level of middle income country or a developed
country has intensively promoted and heavily relied upon science
and technology. It begins with the Gross Enrolment Ratio.
Countries that have made the big leap in the last 30 years have
an impressive GER. In Malaysia it is 40 percent; in Brazil it is 26
percent and in China it is 26 percent. China has about 1200
colleges devoted to engineering which produce about
700,0001 engineering graduates every year.

None of the threats to national security can be effectively
countered unless we embrace science and technology and impart
instruction in science and technology beginning at the school
level. There are four physical domains in our world — land, sea,
air and space. We have a land border of a length of about 15,000
kms with Pakistan, Nepal, Bhutan, China, Bangladesh and
Myanmar, and even a small length of 106 kms with Afghanistan.
We patrol these borders using a variety of measures — from
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sophisticated radars to camel-mounted border guards. On the
Indian-Bhutan border, there are only two land custom stations at
Jaigaon and Hatisar. However, a large volume of goods do not
move through these stations and do not bear the endorsement of
the Customs authorities. There are densely populated villages
on either side of the India-Nepal and the India-Bhutan borders.
Because only border guarding forces are in place, and hardly
any technology is employed, it is widely acknowledged that the
borders are porous. As | speak to you, there are 191 battalions
of the BSF, ITBP, SSB and Assam Rifles on our borders, but
little technology.

We also have a long coastline extending to 7516 kms. It is only
after the Mumbai terror attack that we took steps to strengthen
coastal security. We created a Coastal Command, authorised
and funded a number of Coastal Police Stations, funded the
purchase of boats for coastal policing, and installed some radars.
However, given the thousands of boats — small and big —that are
in the waters off the west coa\st, the threats to security still remain
quite high. On the waters off the east coast, there is virtually no
force other than the Navy. We have many defence and defence
research installations on the east coast, the DRDO and the
Department of Space use the east coast extensively, and there
is a large programme for exploration of oil and gas in the Bay of
Bengal. Except for the presence of naval and coast guard
vessels, and some technology that they have brought in, we have
not used technology in a big way to bolster our security along the
coast line.

In the air, we rely on the Air Force. This is perhaps the most
technology-driven arm of the Defence Forces. In space, we have
a few satellites, mainly dedicated to communications, weather
forecasting and other peaceful purposes. Some satellites are
capable of surveillance, but we abide by the international regime
that there should be no militarisation of space.

Apart from land, sea, air and space, there is another domain which
is cyber space. Much of our critical infrastructure lies in cyber
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space. Cyber crimes such as hacking, financial fraud, data theft,
espionage etc. would, in certain circumstances, amount to
terrorist acts. Further, the threat of disruption of financial, rail, air,
power, critical information services through cyber attacks could
also be construed as terrorist attacks. | need hardly emphasise
that the latest advances in technology would be required to build
our capacity to meet the threats in cyber space and, only recently,
we made a modest beginning to build capacity to counter threats
in cyber space.

It is a matter of regret that we are not ploughing in more funds
and more human resources into R&D, especially R&D that is
related to national security. Two days ago, Shri V K Saraswat,
Director, DRDO, lamented that “one HAL, one ADE or one ADA
would not suffice. Industry has to accelerate and increase
investments in a big way if you want India to become an
aerospace and aeronautical manufacturing centre.” The situation
will not change unless we allow more players, who will bring more
resources, into security related manufacturing and services
sectors. Our indigenous advance light helicopter (ALH), light
combat helicopter (LCH), light utility helicopter (LUH), intermediate
jet trainer (1JT) and basic trainer aircraft are still at the stage of
design and development. Arjun, the main battle tank, after many
years of development, was inducted into the Army in 2004, and
the next model is still some years away. The largest conventional-
powered naval vessel built in Garden Reach Shipyard is the
Aditya weighing 17,000 DWT and a cruising speed of 20 knots.
An aircraft carrier is under construction at the Cochin Shipyard.
Capital expenditure in 2012-13 on indigenous defence production,
including expenditure on R&D and in the DGOF and DGQA, was
Rs.5,060 crore. If we wish to scale up both on technology and on
numbers, we need far more resources than what we can afford
today.

The last of the three pillars is money. It is also the pillar that will
support the first two pillars. Money comes out of growth. The
revenues of Government are tax revenue and non-tax revenue.
Non-tax revenue constitutes a small proportion of total revenue



GENERAL 51

14.

15.

and is more uncertain. Tax revenue consists, mainly, of five taxes:
excise, customs, service tax, income tax and corporation tax.
Excise revenue is a function of growth in the manufacturing sector;
customs revenue is a function of higher imports; service taxes
are a function of more activity and more transactions in the
services sector; income tax and corporation tax are a function of
more incomes for individuals, families and corporations. Increase
in tax revenue is, in a very large measure, the outcome of higher
growth. When the economy is on a roll, tax revenues are buoyant
and when the economy slows down, the first casualty is revenue
from taxes.

In our own times, we have seen the difference between the period
when the Indian economy was on a high growth path and the
period when there has been a noticeable slow down. In the former
phase (2004-2008), we were able to provide for virtually
everything that we desired, but also for exceptional items of
expenditure such as the agricultural loan waiver scheme. During
that period, we were also able to reduce the fiscal deficit from 4.5
percent in 2003-04 to 2.5 percent in 2007-08. When there is a
slow down, the consequence is the exact opposite. The first hit
is on tax revenue. As the anticipated growth in tax revenue
declines, but expenditure cannot be compressed in the short term,
the gap between revenue and expenditure rises rapidly. The short
term response is to borrow more, leading to a ballooning of the
fiscal deficit. The medium term response will be to contain
expenditure, but that has its own consequences. A cut back on
public expenditure will further slow down the economy. It will also
curtail the number of jobs that are created. A cut back on social
welfare will hurt the poor: less money for education or health
care will deny, to many more people, access to basic education
or basic health facilities. And, finally, a cut back on expenditure
on defence or on the police forces will severely compromise our
defence and security preparedness and diminish our capacity to
meet the challenges to national security.

Itis therefore a self-evident truth that growth is the key for greater
public welfare and greater security. Yet, we adopt a disdainful
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attitude to growth. Some think that the value of growth is overstated
and that we would be better off if we pursued not the goal of
growth but other goals such as cultural nationalism or debt-driven
egalitarianism.

There can be no better example of two countries on different
growth paths, one a good two percentage points higher than the
other, than of China and India. China has been able to grow at an
average rate of 9 percent and above since 1981. India, on the
other hand, achieved a growth rate of 9 percent or higher in only
four years: 2005-06, 2006-07, 2007-08 and, finally, in 2010-11.
Even while swearing by “socialism with Chinese characteristics”,
China recognised the advantages of a higher growth rate. In his
speech to the 18th Party Congress of the Communist Party of
China, the outgoing President of China and General Secretary of
the Party said: “The gross domestic product reached 47.2 trillion
yuan in 2011 ...... The infrastructure has been extensively
upgraded. Urbanisation has been steadily advanced, and
development between urban and rural areas and between regions
has become better balanced. Notable progress has been made
in making China an innovative country, and major breakthroughs
have been made in manned space flights, the lunar exploration
programmes, and in the development of a manned deep sea
submersible, super computers and high speed railways.” In 2010,
China spent 1.84 percent of its GDP on R&D and that was a
humungous sum of USD 134 billion. India, on the other hand,
spent 0.9 percent of GDP and that amounted to only USD 13
billion. President Hu Jintao also counted the improvement in living
standards and its benefits and said: “Urban and rural employment
has continued to increase; individual income has increased
rapidly; household assets have grown steadily; people’s need
for daily necessities such as clothing, food, housing and
transportation is better met.”

It is sustained high growth that has enabled China to lift all but a
small proportion of its people out of poverty. The estimate of
poverty in China is 13.1 percent; in India it is 29.8 percent, even
if one adopts a helpful standard of calorie intake. Forty two percent
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of children under age 5 in India are malnourished compared to
3.4 percent in China. Life expectancy at birth in India is 66.1
years, while in China it is 73.3 years.

High growth in China inevitably translated into higher expenditure
on security and, as a logical corollary, a high degree of security.
In the same speech, President Hu Jintao said “Military
preparedness has been enhanced. The armed forces have greatly
enhanced their capability of carrying out their historic mission in
this new stage in the new century, and they have accomplished
a host of urgent, difficult, dangerous and arduous tasks.” The
results of higher expenditure show up in the hardware. According
to the Stockholm International Peace Research Institute (SIPRI),
China has nearly 62 ICBMs. China is reportedly developing the
JL-2 SLBM for its new strategic submarines, four of which are
already sailing while two more are under construction. India has
purchased one from Russia that is used for training purposes.
There are reports that China has commissioned its first
indigenously renovated aircraft carrier, unveiled its fifth generation
stealth aircraft (the J-20 and the J-31) and tested an anti-satellite
weapon once and a missle interceptor twice. There is also a
report that China has developed a strategic heavy lift transport
aircraft. China has a space lab in orbit and it also plans to launch
100 satellites during its on-going five year plan from 2011-15.
Twenty space craft will be launched this year including its third
Lunar probe and a manned space craft that will dock with China’s
space lab. There are indications that, by 2020, China may have
more than 200 space craft in orbit accounting for about one-fifth
of the world’s total. These examples are sufficient to emphasise
the point that sustained high growth is the key to become, if a
country aims to become, a “comprehensive national power”.

| have spoken about national security defined broadly to include
external security and internal security. | have not spoken about
another dimension of national security which is social cohesion
and harmony. In fact, the case for high growth will be much
stronger if one took into account the dimension of inclusive
development that contributes to social cohesion and harmony.
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I conclude by asserting that there is no substitute for sustained
growth over a long period of time if India should attain the status
of, at least, a middle income country. It is only sustained growth
that gives as a chance to tune the growth model in favour of
inclusive development. Without growth there will be neither
development nor inclusiveness.

What is constraining our growth is the lack of fiscal space. In
2012-13 BE, the fiscal deficit was 5.1 percent of GDP and, of
this, the revenue deficit accounted for 3.4 percent of GDP, leaving
no more than 1.7 percent of GDP (plus some other modest capital
receipts) for capital expenditure. This capital expenditure is
spread across a number of areas from rural roads to nuclear
power plants and from primary health centres to central
universities. It is obvious that we have to invest more as capital,
but that would require creating more fiscal space for capital
expenditure. The only way we can create that fiscal space is to
bring the revenue deficit to zero and limit the fiscal deficit to 3
percent of GDP, so that the whole of that amount — which, | may
remind you, is borrowed — is available for capital expenditure.
And it is only when we reach a stage in our growth story when
there will be a revenue surplus that we can afford to invest more
in the form of capital. That day is still some distance away, but
not unattainable, if we adopt the path of prudence and sound
fiscal management.

As a nation, we seem to oscillate between embracing growth as
the highest goal and deriding growth as no panacea for the ills
that afflict the country. If we do not have sustained high growth
over a long period of time, we will be, forever, an undernourished,
undereducated, underprovided and underperforming nation. We
will also fall behind in scientific and technological advancements
and the gap between India and the developed world, and the gap
between India and other emerging countries including China, will
continue to grow. We will also be constrained in our ability to
defend national security against both external and internal threats.

Today, we have a choice. We have a choice between becoming
the third largest economy of the world and a middle income country
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or becoming one of the largest economies of the world that
muddles along with the bulk of its people trapped in a life of low
income, poor quality, high morbidity and great inequality. Needless
to say, the two models of India will have very different
consequences for national security. The first model will make
India a secure nation, capable of defending itself, and a force of
peace in the neighbourhood and elsewhere. The second model
will leave the country exposed to every kind of threat to which
will be added internal conflicts, and India will be viewed as a
strife-torn country that is a threat to the peace and progress of
the world and, in particular, Asia. A nation that was the cradle of
civilisation five thousand years ago must choose wisely and,
once the choice is made, it must have the resolve and the power
to stay the course. Recent history has many examples of nations
that have, with single-minded determination, devoted themselves
to the pursuit of prosperity and security. The early winners were
Japan and Korea. More recently, Brazil, Mexico and Indonesia
have demonstrated their potential to join the ranks of such
countries. China, if it achieves its goals, will be the country to
emulate. Whither India? Will India embrace the twin goals of
prosperity and security and outshine all of them? | leave you with
that question and urge each one of you to find the answer.

| thank you for the honour of delivering this lecture and for your
courtesy.
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009 Foreign Secretar y's inter view to The Week.
February 11, 2013.

(Interviewer: Mr. Ajish P. Joy)

What are the major achieve ments of the ministry of external affairs
under your watch?

We have had good results in managing our relationship with a majority of
our neighbouring countries. We had very active, productive relations
with Russia, China, the United States and Japan. We are actively
pursuing strong relations with the European Union. Our engagement
with the Association of Southeast Asian Nations has been one of the big
success stories. The signing of the free trade agreement with the ASEAN
can be considered a milestone. We have continued very active
engagement with Africa and Latin America. All these, | would say, are
signs of a very active, encouraged foreign policy.

We organised the BRICS [Brazil, Russia, India, China, South Africa]
summit last year in Delhi, which is a new forum of emerging economies
of the world. In all these, | would say, we have achieved the balancing of
different elements in our foreign policy.

We have created greater engagement with the academic community
through our public diplomacy division. We have also started the passport
seva kendra project. In two years, we have set up 77 passport seva
kendras. When you consider that in 60 years before that we had only 38
passport offices in the whole country, | think it is a significant achievement.

Where do you think the MEA has fallen short?

| think we have not been able to resolve fully some of the dilemmas and
difficulties in our own neighbourhood. As you are aware, we had some
problems with some of our neighbours. We continue to face a shortage
of resources, both in terms of human resources and financial resources,
to be able to sustain projects we want to take forward.

I think our performance in the UN Security Council should be in the first
list [of achievements]. We have done very well there. But there is a
balancing to it. During this period, the progress towards the permanent
membership has been very slow.
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India’s response to the Arab Spring has been inconsistent,
considering the fact that millions of Indians live and work in the
Arab world.

The situation in the Gulf and what happened in Libya and what is
happening in Syria are different. In Libya, the Prime Minister has
articulated our principled position, that societies cannot be reordered or
changed from outside, with military force. If the international community
has to be involved—it has to be in today’s interconnected world—it should
be as a facilitator for peaceful change. The instrument for that should be
the United Nations, not a group of countries or a coalition of the willing.

In Libya, the fact that we have voted in a certain way was noted, by a
new leadership which has emerged, and we have rebuilt our relationship
with that country. In Syria, look at the pattern of the voting and the way in
which we have voted. We have voted differently on different occasions.
Critics like you may say that there has been inconsistency or
incoherence. But whenever the United Nations was given a role, we
have voted in favour. | think, by and large, in the Arab world, most certainly
in Egypt, there is great appreciation for the position we have taken. They
know [that] India and they themselves would not want a situation in which
countries believe [that] interfering in the internal affairs of others is the
norm. | think the overall sense in the Arab world is that India has remained
engaged. It could have done more, but it should continue to remain
engaged.

Two retired senior Pakistani military officers have disclosed that
the Kargil operation was directed by Gen. Pervez Musharraf and
that he even crossed the LoC into India for some time before the
hostilities started. What is the reason behind India’s muted response
to the revelations?

| think we all know the facts about what happened. If the Pakistanis
suddenly decided that they wanted to argue among themselves about it,
so be it

L 2B R NN JEN J
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010 Media Briefing by Official Spokesperson.
New Delhi, February 12, 2013.

Q: With regard to the nuclear test by the DPRK today, please give me
the reaction of the Indian Government. USA and Russia say they were
informed yesterday by DPRK that they would conduct the nuclear test
today. Was India informed before of it?

Official Spokesperson (Shri Syed Akbaruddin): Let me answer the
second question first which is pretty easy to answer. No, we had not
received any advance information about this nuclear test. We got this
information from reports that have indicated that the DPRK has conducted
a nuclear test earlier today.

For usitis a matter of deep concern that the DPRK has acted in violation
of its international commitments in this regard. We call upon the DPRK
to refrain from such actions which adversely affect peace and stability in
the region.

Q: 'would like to ask you a question about the recent news concerning
the arrest in Italy of the President of the Defence Group Finmeccanica
on the idea that there were some bribes on the selling of helicopters to
India. Have you any comment on that or are you aware of the situation?

Official Spokesperson: We have heard this information from news
reports. As far as we are concerned, we had through our Embassy in
Italy requested the Italian Government to provide us information that
they may have in connection with allegations which have been made on
the matter. We have not received any response from them so far on
that, the argument being that this is in Italy a judicial process. Because
the prosecutors are perhaps working under judicial supervision, therefore,
the executive is not able to share that information with us. That is where
we stand on that.

Q: Syed sahab, When Yasin Malik went to Pakistan he participated in a
political rally where Hafiz Saeed was also present. Has the Government
taken up this matter with the Government of Pakistan? While granting
visa it was a precondition that he would not take part in any political
activity.
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Official Spokesperson: | will try to answer your question in Hindi. | am
from South India and my knowledge of Hindi is rudimentary. | will try. |
have repeated our point of view many times, We regard Hafiz Saeed as
the master mind of Mumbia attack. We have raised this issue with Pakistan
many times. We have said bring him to justice. This is matter of visa and
its conditions. It would better if you ask the visa authorities. External
Affairs Ministry do not grant visa for going abroad. Of course if you ask
the conditions for grant of passport which is the responsibility of MEA,
we grant the passport after getting no objection from various authorities/
agencies. The passport was issued by the Passport officer in
Srinagar.This is now a matter between Yasin Malik and those agencies.
If those agencies tell us to take action, we will do the needful as per law.

| will try and repeat that in English before we move ahead. | think his
question was that were there any requirements to issue a visa. My
answer to that was, we did not issue a visa. Perhaps the question more
correctly is that were there any conditions specified for granting a
passport. Now | would like to explain the process of granting a passport
in such cases. The process entails obtaining No Objection Certificate
from a variety of agencies before the Ministry of External Affairs through
its Passport Officer in Srinagar grants this passport.

I would like to confirm to you that this is a limited validity passport. It was
based on No Obijection Certificates received from a variety of agencies.
If those agencies have given that No Objection Certificate based on
certain understandings that have been worked out, it is for those
agencies to bring it to our attention that that No Objection Certificate was
based on that premise, and that premise now does not hold, and therefore
necessary action should be taken; and we will certainly consider it at
that stage. So, | hope | have clarified to you the issues related to passport
and to the extent that the Ministry of External Affairs is involved in this.

Q: Has there been any request from MHA to impound his passport or to
revoke his passport?

Official Spokesperson: It is not our practice to indicate to you internal
discussions or inter-Ministerial discussions. We have not done that in
previous cases nor do we intend to do it today. That said, | can certainly
tell you, should we receive such request, we will consider very carefully
and act promptly on that.
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Q: Sir, Yasin Malik is hobnobbing with what you call the evil mastermind
of 26/11. What is Ministry of External Affairs’ position on revoking his
passport because some political parties have called for it?

Official Spokesperson: | have explained in great detail how passports
are given. Let me also add a little bit more in terms of revocation of a
passport. Revocation of a passport is a quasi-judicial process. For that
it requires that we follow a process whereby a violation is indicated. So
as | mentioned to you, if there are conditions on which the passport No
Objection was given, if these conditions are violated and it is brought to
our notice, after giving due careful consideration we will act on that
promptly. So please understand. | think on that | have gone as far as |
have information. If there are any other issues that you would like to ask,
| am ready to answer.

Q: On this ltaly issue, is there any kind of preliminary enquiry we had
from our side? Is there any feedback that we had on this deal at all, if
there was something fishy about it? And do we know whether this arrest
is actually linked to the deal with India?

Official Spokespers on: My understanding was that this is a purchase
that was made by the Ministry of Defense. Therefore, what we received
was a request from the Ministry of Defense to obtain information from
the Government of Italy through our Mission in Rome. That is as far as
we are aware and our role is in this instance. Now as regards whether
there has been any preliminary enquiry or an enquiry or discussion on
this, | would suggest that it is best that you contact those who are directly
involved in this, and that is the Ministry of Defense.

As regards your second question, we have no information linking any of
these two which has been provided to us in a certain manner by the
Government of Italy. What we have is what you have indicated. And |
have responded to that saying that as far as the Government of Italy is
concerned, we do not have any information shared with us on this issue.
And | have given you their rationale for why they have said that they
cannot share this information.

Q: How is India looking at Pakistan now that Yasin Malik is sharing the
stage with Hafiz Saeed, a man against whom India has been seeking
action for such a long time?
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Official Spokespe rson: | thought Yasin Malik is a citizen of India, we
will deal with him as is deemed fit of a citizen of India. On the issue of
looking at Pakistan, we have already said that Hafeez Saeed has
continued to pour vitriol on India. He is, as far as we are concerned, a fit
case to bring to justice as promptly as possible. We have repeatedly
made that case to Pakistan, and we will continue to do that so at every
opportunity.

Q: There is a report of a rape of an Indian teacher in Maldives. Can we
have any details about whether the culprits have been nabbed, whether
she is being given proper treatment? And has the Maldives Government
got back to you?

Official Spokesperson: Yesterday we were informed about an Indian
citizen aged 24 years who was subjected to a brutal rape in one of the
atolls. Promptly our Mission got in touch with the Minister there. And that
is the Minister of Gender | think who is overlooking this. Apparently the
lady in question works in a private computer school in Maldives. She
was also badly injured. She has been given blood transfusion, and her
condition now is stable. The High Commission has this morning sent
two officials including a lady officer to the atoll to try and provide whatever
support we can on account of this sad happening there. We have taken
it up quite strongly with the Government of Maldives, and we hope that
justice will be done in this case promptly, and this has been assured to
us by the concerned Maldivian Authorities.

Q: Sir, this is on Italian Marines. | have read yesterday and today in the
Indian press that an agreement has been reached between Italy and
India about the possibility that the two Italian Marines when condemned
by the Indian justice can serve their sentence in Italy. Is it effectively in
action, this agreement?

Official Spokesperson: Let me try and give you a context. We have
similar arrangements; we call them as Agreement on Transfer of
Sentenced Persons. We have agreements by my understanding with
twelve countries. With the Government of Italy, we have signed an
agreement of this nature. This agreement has also been Gazetted. If
any of you are interested it is available in the Gazette of India dated 17th
December. | mean to say that this agreement was signed and it was
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Gazetted. And for the agreement to enter into force there is a requirement.
That requirement says that the two sides should exchange through
diplomatic channels communications which indicate that they have
completed their processes for implementing of this agreement. After this
last communication is received from the two sides to each other, after a
period of one month, on the first day of the second month this agreement
will be in effect. Now we have not come to that as yet. Where we are is
that we have signed this agreement; both sides are in the process of
completing their procedures; and will finally exchange diplomatic
communications, after which the requisite period has to be completed.
Automatically after that the agreement will be in force. Now whether this
agreement is applicable to A case or B case, this is only when the cases
are tried and decisions come out of it that can we decide about it. At this
stage it is too premature to say, does an agreement which has not yet
entered into force apply to somebody who has not yet been sentenced.
I hope you understand where we are on this.

Thank you very much
(Concluded)
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011 External Affairs Minister's speech at Global India
Foundation Conference on “Iran’s Eurasian Dynamic:
Mapping Regional and Extra-Regional Interests”.

New Delhi, February 13, 2013.

Vice Admiral P J Jacob
Shri K Santhanam,

Dr Sreeradha Datta,
Shri Anil K Agarwal,
Prof Omprakash Mishra,
Ladies and Gentlemen

I am happy to be in your midst today to inaugurate the conference on
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“Iran’s Eurasian Dynamic: Mapping Regional and Extra-Regional
Interests” which is extremely topical and important.

Iran is a friend of India, and we have strong civilisational links which has
positive impact in our contemporary relations.

To think about the theme of today’s conference, itis common knowledge
that Iran is a strong and influential player in the Gulf region. But its links,
influences and interests in the Eurasian region will be an interesting
concept to ponder and study. Iran’s historical, cultural and linguistic
influence over Eurasia is also well established. Old trade routes linking
Eurasia and Persia stand testimony to Iran’s intrinsic links to the Eurasian
region throughout history.

With the advantage Iran has in terms of geographical proximity and a
well developed network of road, rail and waterway connectivity with
several countries in Eurasia, Iran can act as a gateway to Eurasia. It
can host trade, transit and energy corridors linking Eurasia with rest of
the world.

The Persian Gulf, particularly Iran, is under focus in recent years, on
account of its pre-eminent position in the region. Iran’s nuclear programme
has been under constant, close scrutiny and the international community
has been talking to Iran to negotiate a peaceful course of action. One
important question crops up in our minds. Should India be cautious and
remain aloof in this process or should it engage actively in the dialogue
that Iran has with the world in achieving a peaceful resolution of the
issue.

India stands at the forefront of countries that appear to be in a position to
give Iran the kind of advice, comfort and handholding that would be called
for in these very critical and crucial discussions and dialogue which Iran
needs to have, and it realizes that it needs to, with the rest of the world.
We have had to take positions that obviously not necessarily align
themselves with the aspirations or at least perceived aspirations of Iran
in recent times.

The good news is that Iran has understood this. We have remained
friends with Iran, and good friends with Iran, in a substantive way despite
the fact that we could not stand by them in critical moments when it
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came to voting in the United Nations. | know that they would be
disappointed; anyone is disappointed if you cannot get someone to stand
by you in moments which are critical. But the important thing is that we
were able to continue talking with Iran, that Iran understood why we
were doing what we were doing, and that it was clear to the world that
we were not taking sides against Iran but that we were taking a principled
position.

Having taken that principled position, we would want our engagement to
continue growing and our support in those critical matters and dimensions
in which it was important for Iran to fight the sanctions, and we would be
there to be counted as a friend of Iran. | think this is a very interesting
and a very important dimension of India standing today in the world.

I might underscore that we have a strategic partnership with the United
States of America. We value our relationship with the United States of
America, and we believe both in terms of pragmatism, as indeed in terms
of principles, that our relationship with the United States of America as it
has evolved over the last decade and a half is a very valuable and
important relationship both in terms of energy security as indeed in terms
of our engagement with the world. And to see this come out of the
continued commitment in the NAM movement is obviously a very
interesting thought. So we remain good friends with the United States of
America; we are extremely good friends with Iran. Therefore, it places
us in a very significant position to be able to bridge the gaps and to
provide the linkages that are necessary for a meaningful dialogue.

| think this is also true in the greater region, in a region that is in a sense
impacted by what is happening in this region and that is the region of
West Asia, Palestine and Israel. Our past commitment to Palestine was
a commitment that came devoid of any relationship with Israel. Our
present-day commitment to Palestine comes with a very meaningful
relationship with Israel. The important thing of course is that again both
Israel and Palestine are willing and able to understand that we have a
relationship which is a balanced relationship between the two.

In a sense, if | might be allowed to say so, the true fruition of non-alignment
as far as India is concerned is getting reflected in our ability to engage
on sides that would otherwise feel a great deal of trust deficit and would
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have some reluctance in open dialogue. So, fortunately, the world has
accepted that there is no alternative to dialogue although perhaps a little
bit in the countries affected by Arab Spring, the significance and
importance of dialogue may have been diluted considerably much to our
despair. We do still continue to feel that dialogue is the answer and that
dialogue should not be given up very easily.

So we do have a very important potential position vis-a-vis dialogue in
this region. We have outstanding relationship with Russia. We have
excellent relationships in the Central Asian region. | think these are not
purely based on economic interests but go far beyond economic interests.
There are some civilisational, instinctive rapport and engagement that
provide the base for the edifice of economic interests, which of course
are converging.

But given that the economic interests are converging, given that we have
a high priority for energy security and sourcing energy for rapid growth
of the Indian economy, the pipelines, the critical, crucial pipelines in
Central Asia bringing in gas to India and to our region are very important.
Though a lot of work has been done on this, | think we still have hiccups
that prevent us from going forward as fast and as quickly as possible.

Coming back to the point that | raised for you which is, should India
continue to be as careful, cautious and as aloof as it is despite the
enormous potential that it has for improving the content of dialogue and
the possibility of substantive dialogue, or should India begin to get into a
greater mode of encouraging and therefore engaging itself more
extensively, itis a big question. But in answering this question | think it is
very important for us to understand what our own people want.

Sadly, and | say this particularly to all of you distinguished people here
associated with the Global India Foundation, sadly, the engagement of
India’s domestic population and thinking processes with our standing in
the world today is nowhere near it was after independence when the
outcome of our independence movement and the very perception of our
independence movement were seen as engagement on behalf of the
disadvantaged and the subjugated people of the world, of Africa, Asia
and elsewhere. Therefore, India’s leadership reached out with a kind of
a seamless approach to the idea of freedom for mankind.



66 INDIA’S FOREIGN RELATIONS-2013

Today, sadly and unfortunately because of domestic preoccupations,
because of the manner in which our economy and our sociology and our
sociological framework has changed, the same engagement of the
ordinary Indian citizen with the world has suffered. And when that suffers,
obviously the leadership would worry about - are we putting in too much
time looking at the world, and should we be spending more time looking
at ourselves?

| actually had a newspaper saying recently that India’s Foreign Minister
is wasting time travelling in the world, India’s Foreign Minister would be
much better arguing on television programmes in the evening some inane
argument about what we should do about engaging the world in a hostile
manner, and declaring war on five countries at the same time, rather
than travelling the world telling people that we want to be friends and we
want to work together for a peaceful world for our children to come. This
is not a facetious remark on something that apparently is critical of India’s
Foreign Minister, but this is the truth about the illiteracy of people on
international relations. Therefore, what you are doing is extremely,
extremely important. | hope that not only will this engage minds that are
familiar and have enormous amount of knowledge in this field but hopefully
you will engage, particularly for you Prof. Mishra coming from Kolkata,
looking at the remarkable opportunity today that we have of dominating
the world intellectually.

| think the significance of what we are able to do with Chahbahar Port
actually underscores what | have just said to you. We have shared this
with the United States of America, our interest in Chahbahar Port. We
have shared this with our interlocutors in Afghanistan. In the normal
course, the reaction would be - hands off as far as building infrastructure
in Iran is concerned. But that is not the reaction that we get. We get a
reaction that they understand. And they understand not simply because
they want to be kind and considerate to India but they understand because
in 2014 when they leave Afghanistan, somebody has to fill the void, not
of troops, because Afghans must look after their own security, Afghans
must secure their own people, Afghans must take their own strategic
decisions, but in terms of the infrastructure and trade and financial backup
that they would need for stability in their society.
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We would need corridors and we would need passage. And where would
that passage come from if improvement in Afghanistan takes place faster
or need for improvement in Afghanistan takes faster than what we may
necessarily get in Pakistan. We will need corridors and passage to
Afghanistan if we have to, in a meaningful way, be there after 2014 to
rebuild Afghanistan and help Afghanistan rebuild itself. Now this is a
good thing. This is understood. There are no black and whites as far as
India’s approach to the world is concerned. | think the shades of grey
that have been accepted about India’s engagement and India’s personality
are something that we should really be encouraging.

| believe there is still a lot of work to be done on TAPI and a lot of work to
be done on the International North-South Transport Corridor. | think much
of that again is a question of should we just let it happen in normal course
or is it something that we should try from the front proactively looking at
financial closures and getting Indian banks involved, getting Indian
industry involved to the extent that Indian industry takes interest in many
of these things. In the normal course they do. But should Government of
India actually play a proactive role in the manner in which the Chinese
Government plays for Chinese businessmen when they go out into the
world? These are very important questions. These are questions which
the Government alone cannot take a call on. But these are questions on
which we as a people, the nation must take a view, that this is something
that is not only legitimate but this is something that is an obligation of
people and Government to promote interests of India through participation
of private sector, which is why | am very glad that | am sitting next to Mr.
Anil Agarwal hopefully speaking the same language.

Within this general conception comes in the whole idea about to what
extent and how much time and effort we put in an organization like
Shanghai Cooperation Organisation, more bilateral visits, etc., these are
all very important questions. We are very happy with Prime Minister’s
visit to Tehran in August last year for the NAM Summit. | think the sort of
outreach and the kind of reception that he received and the welcome
that he had received from the Iranian Government was remarkable.

We are looking forward to the Joint Commission not in a few months, in
a few weeks hopefully, to take these issues that you have talked about,
forward. | think there is a major issue about how we enhance trade,
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given the rupee arrangement is not entirely satisfactory because the
demand from Iran of goods and items to be supplied still remains low.
We did have a working arrangement through a Turkish bank but that
presumably also has to go.

But again, let me underscore, and this is an important distinction, we
accepted and we were participants and we were part of the sanctions
imposed by the United Nations. But we did not accept the sanctions
imposed unilaterally by the United States. And this has not caused a
major concern between us and the United States because the United
States accepts that despite being strategic partners, we can disagree.
The important thing I think that India has been able to register with the
world is the ability to agree to disagree. | think this is a very critical
dimension of India’s foreign policy that the world has recognized and |
think something on which we can build further.

As | said, we will have the next JCM in the near future and | am sure that
many of the conclusions that you have drawn here, we will be able to
take those conclusions in a meaningful way and use them in preparation
for our JCM which will take place, as | said, in the next few weeks, and
benefit from them generally also in our understanding of the larger region,
and I hope in getting some inputs from people like you about how proactive
India should be in the world.

People hope that we will be more active; people nudge us to be more
active. Our aloofness has been in a sense useful to us to give us the
profile that we have today that we are trusted, that people are comfortable,
that people trust us. Greater engagement is, therefore, advisable or not
advisable. Greater engagement will bring its own risks and the greater
engagement will bring its own awards. Both of these dimensions | think
need to be kept in mind as you look at the specifics of the position that
we need to take.

With these few words, | thank you very much for inviting me here today.
| believe that we need to have much greater interface, interaction between
the Ministry of External Affairs and organizations like yours. | think we
must have many more organizations from other parts of the country as
well. | am very glad that you are a Kolkata-based organization because
we tend to be a little bit incestuous in being confined to Delhi-based
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organizations. So | am very encouraged that in Kolkata and Mumbai and
also in Bangalore, there are a lot of very outstanding people establishing
themselves across the country.

I hope that we will see, if | borrow the phrase, “a thousand flowers bloom”
in the country how organizations like yours are making our job in a way
easier and in a way more difficult.

Thank you very much

L 2B R NN J 2

012. Keynote Address by Minister of State Sh. E. Ahamed at
the valedictory function for the 56th Professional Course
for Foreign Diplomats (PCFD), at the Foreign Service
Institute.

New Delhi, February 14, 2013.

Excellencies,
Distinguished Guests,
& Participating Diplomats,

| am very happy to be present today at the Foreign Service Institute to
deliver this valedictory address to the young diplomats from 20 countries
who have successfully completed the month-long 56th Professional
Course for Foreign Diplomats (PCFD), being conducted by the Institute
since January 16th, 2013.

From the Course Programme and Dean(FSl)'s welcome address, |
understand that the participating diplomats had an opportunity to learn
not only about India but also issues of regional and international
importance such as “Diplomacy in Emerging New World Order”,
“Fundamental Principles of International Law”, Globalization, Climate
Change, UN & Reforms, India’s Foreign Policy Priorities and Global
Security Concerns. | believe these topics will not only continue to be
relevant in times to come but will also form the mainstream of global
discourse.
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India is a country full of diversity and plurality. It has a rich kaleidoscope
of religions, languages, and traditions. No two regions are the same. |
am quite sure that visits and study tours in and around Delhi, to Agra
and to Hyderabad have given participating diplomats a glimpse of the
size of our country, and the common bond of unity in diversity that it
exemplifies.

The core principles of India’s foreign policy, whose foundation was laid
during our freedom struggle, have stood the test of time. A belief in friendly
relations with all countries of the world, the resolution of conflict by
peaceful means, the sovereign equality of all states, independence of
thought and action as manifested in the principles of Non-alignment, and
equity in the conduct of international relations have been the hallmark of
the conduct of India’s foreign policy. India has been moving ahead to
build mutually beneficial relationships with friendly countries on the basis
of these time-based principles.

The primary objective of Professional Course for Foreign Diplomats
(PCFD), when it was launched in 1992, was to help bridge the distance
between India and the participating countries, to initiate mutual cooperation
and understanding, and forge an everlasting bond of attachment among
the diplomats of visiting countries. Over the last two decades, these 56
training programmes have provided more than 1250 participants with an
opportunity to visit India and share in our knowledge and understanding
of global and regional issues interplaying the world politics, economics
and culture.

Today, the job of a diplomat is more complex than what it used to be in
the last century. Firstly, non-state actors and NGOs are playing a
significantly enlarged and important role. Secondly, though the primary
duty of a diplomat still remains safeguarding the interest of his or her
country and people, a diplomat is also engaged in the well-being, safety,
and survival of the world and humanity. Issues like climate change,
terrorism, weapons of mass destruction, human rights etc. have become
very real concerns of the entire humanity. Water, food, health, energy
and migration, etc. have become very potent non-traditional security
threats. The content of PCFD programmes has steadily evolved to
encompass the changing role of a diplomat in a rapidly transforming
world.
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At a broader level, India is convinced that there is a need for fuller
cooperation and solidarity among the developing countries. The world
has steadily changed after the end of Cold War Period and so have the
diplomatic challenges. New challenges and complex problems which
call for common action have emerged. The developing countries need to
come together at different multilateral fora to protect their interests. This
need is felt even on issues of Environment, Trade, Terrorism &
International Security of various forms. It is essential, therefore, for us to
come together, and express ourselves in a common voice in order to
protect and advance our interests.

| hope that by training together at the 56th PCFD and having time to
discuss and interact freely and frankly, the participants would have gained
deeper understanding of regional and global issues of importance.
Tomorrow, when these diplomats represent their countries as Heads of
Missions or be policy makers in their respective capitals, they would be
in a better position to appreciate the need for enhanced cooperation and
solidarity.

| congratulate the participating diplomats for successfully completing their
course. | see in them fast and enduring friends of India who together with
India will work for the prosperity and security of the entire world. | also
extend my warm wishes through these diplomats, to the people of their
respective countries.

| wish the participating diplomats a safe return to their country and family.
May they have a bright and successful career ahead.

Thank you

L 2B R NN JEN J
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013. Interview of th e External Affairs Minister withthe  Economic
Times.

New Delhi, February 18, 2013.

The Economic Times/by Sruthijith KK
What is the situation in Maldives?

The former president is a guest in the mission. He came and we extended
courtesies and that's it. This was explained to the foreign minister. We
are not taking sides with anyone. We are not engaged or involved in the
internal politics. As friends of Maldives, our only expectation, and this is
the expectation of the democratic world, is that elections which have
been announced will hopefully be free and fair. As friends we obviously
have advised anything that detracts from the perception of free fair
elections is obviously not good for Maldives.

Male accuses Nasheed of evading judicial process and taking refuge
in Indian mission. Doesn’t sheltering him in the mission amount to
interference?

The people of Maldives have India’s support. Whoever the people of
Madives elect will have India’s support. Maldives can’t change its history.
Maldives cannot deny the history of somebody who was president of
Maldives. And we cannot deny Maldives’ present by saying that whatever
there is at present is not to our liking. It's the people of Maldives who
decide and whoever they decide as their elected leadership, we will
respect.

On Finmeccanica, isn’t a letter rogatory essential to secure
information from lItaly?

There was no investigation here. Now there is an investigation, so now
it can be done. See, nobody can choose, except the agencies that are
authorised to take the decision, as to when the investigation will begin.
Now as an enquiry has been ordered, all instruments available to
investigating agencies will be put in motion. By the way, no court in a
foreign land is necessarily obliged to answer a letter rogatory.

Will the Agusta scandal cast a shadow on the British PM’s visit?

Why would it be brought up with him? What does he have anything to do
with it? This is a preliminary investigation. CBI hasn’t even come to any
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conclusion. Let it come to a conclusion. But it depends on when it is
found necessary to raise the particular subject after considerable amount
of preparation has gone into it.

What is India’s biggest expectation from the British prime minister?

Both France and Britain are supportive of India’s bid for a broad-based
agreement on trade and investment with the European Union. This is
important... Britain has recently been involved in a tripartite meeting with
the Taliban and the Afghan government. They want to put in place some
kind of a mechanism post 2014. We have shared our views on this so
that our concerns will be kept in mind and India will remain updated on
any efforts going on there. All efforts we make in development in the
region will go waste if peace doesn’t hold beyond 2014. To that extent it
is important for us to be kept in the loop on the developments there and
this would be discussed with the British.

L 2B N NN JEN J

014. Meeting of the Informal Working Group on Energy Security.
New Delhi, February 20, 2013.

The Informal Working Group on Energy Security, which is a forum
comprising officials from the Ministry of External Affairs (MEA), line energy
Ministries, Planning Commission and representatives of public sector
enterprises, met on 20th February, 2013. This Informal Working Group
meets on a regular basis. Secretary (Economic Relations), Shri Pinak
Ranjan Chakravarty chaired the meeting.

The meeting discussed several new initiatives undertaken by MEA with
respect to energy issues. Energy Security is a high priority item on the
agenda for interaction with foreign countries and entities. MEA and its
Missions and Posts abroad support international engagements of the
line ministries and Indian companies. MEA has also instituted a regular
dialogue with Chambers of Commerce. Foreign Secretary and Secretary
(ER) met representatives of apex chambers of Commerce on February
1,2013.
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In today’s meeting of the Informal Working Group on Energy Security,
representatives of line ministries, Planning Commission and public sector
undertakings in their interventions underlined the likely areas and regions
to which India should pay greater attention for ensuring energy security
for the nation. Energy opportunities in countries such as Bangladesh,
Sri Lanka, Myanmar, Lebanon, Egypt, Canada, Tanzania, Mozambique
and USA were discussed. MEA also informed the meeting that it had
requisitioned the services of PricewaterhouseCoopers Pvt. Ltd. and
Indian Institute of Foreign Trade to produce research papers on specific
energy security related issues.

The next meeting of the Informal Working Group on Energy Security will
take place in May 2013.

¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ 0

15. Address of Chief of Naval Staff: “Role of Indian Navy in
Maintaining Peace in Indian Ocean Region.”

New Delhi, March 5, 2013.

Chief of the Naval Staff (CNS), Admiral D K Joshi, PVSM, AVSM,
YSM, NM, VSM, ADC

1. Admiral PS Das, Dr Arvind Gupta, DG, IDSA, senior serving
and retired officers, members from the strategic community, ladies
and gentlemen. Good morning.

2. It is indeed a privilege to be addressing such a distinguished
audience, on a topic of immediate significance. At the outset, let
me thank the Institute of Defence Studies and Analyses for
providing me this opportunity. Since inception, IDSA has
performed yeoman service as one of India’s premier think tanks,
influencing the country’s strategic thought for over four decades.
It goes without saying that the Armed Forces too benefit
immensely from IDSA’s endeavours.

3. To discuss challenges to peace and stability, an examination of
the historical and contemporary significance of the Indian Ocean
would be in order.
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4, The Indian Ocean has probably affected humanity more
profoundly than any other ocean. Through the continuum of
history, this region has been significant in geo-politics and in the
evolution of mankind.

5. Some of the world’s oldest civilizations germinated here and for
several millennia, flourished in the region’s abundant natural
wealth. Major religions such as Hinduism, Buddhism, Islam etc.
originated here and fanned out to rest of the world, mostly through
sea routes, making the IOR a melting pot of myriad societies.
Hindered by natural barriers on the continental landmass, the
interaction between cultures took place over the sea,
predominantly through benign expeditions and trade.

6. The region’s economic potential thus attracted extra-regional
players. Initial ventures, driven by pure mercantile interests, then
gave way to colonisation of most of the region. The Industrial
Revolution further escalated the region’s significance with the
colonies doubling up as sources for raw materials, cheap labour
and as captive markets for imperial Europe’s industrial output.
The colonial period also influenced geo-strategy of the region in
an unprecedented manner. The IOR, thus, became an arena for
military competition, with European blue water navies vying for
control of its waters. This, in a way, led to evolution of IOR as a
common geo-strategic entity.

7. Although imperialism ended after World War II, extra-regional
interest in the region continued to grow, due to competition for
resources, most notably hydrocarbons, and for domination of
vast markets. Through the Cold War, extra-regional powers
competed to expand their influence in the IOR, leading to many
proxy wars.

8. The end of the Cold War was a watershed in geo-politics, with a
paradigm shift in how nations view peace, security and national
power. Concepts such as comprehensive security have
displaced a hitherto narrow military-centric approach.
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‘Peace’, in a comprehensive security frame  work , goes beyond
the mere absence of conflict, and encompasses military,
economic, societal, energy and environmental security among
other factors. For instance, the National Security Index, envisages
a combination of many diverse, yet inter-related factors, centred
on economic prosperity, which in turn provides the wherewithal
for all national endeavours.

The Indian Ocean Region, comprising the ocean and its littorals,
is India’s regional or immediate geo-strategic environment

It exists on the fringes of our boundaries and has a on the internal
state of affairs. Addressing the Combined Commanders’
Conference recently, the Hon’ble Prime Minister, Dr Manmohan
Singh, had stated and | QUOTE,

“Our immediate geo-strategic environment comes with its own
conventional, strategic and non-conventional security challenges.
India’s strategic calculus has long encompassed the waters from
the Gulf of Aden to the Strait of Malacca.” UNQUOTE.

The Hon’ble Prime Minister’s statement has a distinct nautical
flavour. In a way, it defines the Indian Navy’s primary Area of
Maritime Interest, where we seek to address the challenges
having a bearing on national security and the nation’s overall
socio-economic development.

Sustained growth has positioned our country on the path to
economic eminence. We are already the 3rd largest economy in
Purchasing Power Parity terms. Our ability to fulfil the stated
socio-economic aspirations squarely rests on unhindered
prosperity. With substantial economic activity, including 90%
trade by volume and bulk of our energy imports, happening over
the sea, maritime security is central to overall development of
our nation. Concurrently, India cannot hope to develop and grow
peacefully with an unstable and turbulent neighbourhood.
Prevalence of peace in the Indian Ocean Region is therefore a
key national security imperative. We achieve this through a
combination of diplomatic, economic and military means all of
which have a maritime connect.
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Security challenges ranging from pandemics to proliferation of
weapons of mass destruction, from piracy to terrorism, and from
climate change to money laundering confront all nation-states.
This has engendered a cooperative approach to security,
especially in the maritime domain, where majority of global
economic interests get intertwined and to which a majority of the
challenges to security are associated.

Riding on the benefits of globalisation, littorals of the IOR are
now re-emerging to achieve their original potential. The
emergence of many regional countries, as economic
powerhouses, reflects this reality. Consequently, several regional
economic groupings such as ASEAN, BIMSTEC, SAARC, IOR-
ARC, GCC and few others have evolved over time in the IOR to
harness the advantages of economic integration.

The region’s natural bounties and maritime trade carried over its
sea lanes drive the global economy. The fact that two-thirds of
the world’s oil shipments, one-third of its bulk cargo and half of
the container traffic transit over its sea lanes, and through its
choke points, a large part of which is meant for countries outside
the region, underscores the Indian Ocean’s importance for the
world at large.

The IOR at the same time is also marred by historic faultlines, in
some cases, due to ambiguous colonial boundary delineations
and inequalities that breed instability. The centrality of the ‘ocean’
in the region’s affairs is further underscored by the fact that
problems on land invariably find a reflection at sea. | shall now
touch upon some key maritime challenges that endanger peace
and stability in IOR.

The foremost challenge obviously emerges from inter-state
armed conflicts . Most of the armed conflicts in the post World
War Il era occurred in the IOR, underscoring the region’s geo-
political fragility. West Asian conflicts, South-Asian conflicts, Iran-
Irag war, the Gulf Wars, Afghanistan, the list is long.
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While economic interests may initiate extra-regional military
presence in these waters, at times, the presence itself may
escalate contest and competition. Armed conflicts impinge upon
regional peace in decisive ways, given the region’s delicate socio-
economic structure. Peace ultimately returns, but not without
costs in terms of widespread destruction, human suffering,
financial losses and consequential regional instability. It dents
the conducive external environment necessary for a nation-state
to develop and grow peacefully.

More than armed conflicts, currently what complicates security
dynamics is the array of non-conventional threats perpetuated

by non-state or even, state-sponsored actors . There are
several reasons for this security conundrum.

Firstly, these threats are omni-present . Weak governance or
the absence of governance in some littorals has allowed the state
to lose its ‘monopoly on the use of legitimate force '. The
resultant anarchy on land manifests itself as lawlessness and
non-conventional threats at sea. The flourishing piracy off Somalia
and the terror attacks on USS Cole and MV Limburg are few
such examples.

Secondly, these threats are amorphous, with an uncanny
ability to evolve, thus challenging established security
structures . Maritime piracy, which, until a few years ago, was
mainly limited to armed robbery at sea, has now evolved into
criminal acts, orchestrated by well organised global crime
syndicates. Pirates today are well armed and capable of striking
over 1000 miles from coast. Hijacking of ships for ransom,
amounting to millions of dollars, is also a relatively new practice.
Besides the economic and humanitarian dimensions of piracy,
its evolving links with terrorism, and states supporting terror outfits,
compounds the problem.

Then there is the legal aspect . Evolving threats such as piracy,
highjacking of merchantmen, suicidal terror attacks, proliferation
of WMD-related material et al, expose the inadequacy of current
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national and international laws and conventions to deter them or
deal with them effectively.

While maritime piracy and maritime terrorism are more obvious,
there are other non-conventional challenges , such as illegal
arms trade, drug and human trafficking, poaching etc, which
continue to engage our attention and resources on a regular basis.

As stated earlier, economic security is central to the
comprehensive approach to security. In this globalised world,
the Indian economy is integrated with, and consequently
interdependent on other world economies. The prospect of
disruption of trade at critical chokepoints, such as the Strait of
Hormuz or Malacca, can be catastrophic for the global economy.
The downstream effects of such economic upheaval are certainly
disastrous for regional peace. Maintaining unimpeded flow of
energy and other commodities over the sea is therefore a prime
concern for all nations, including ours.

Growing economies need additional space to exploit resources.
With the resources on land already under pressure, exploration
would perforce have to expand into the maritime domain. Thus
far, the Exclusive Economic Zones have mainly been exploited
by coastal states for shallow water extraction of hydrocarbons
and seafood. The focus is now shifting to the vast mineral
resources from deeper waters. Besides the technological
challenges involved in seabed mining, the need for long term
protection of such resources and associated infrastructure
becomes another security consideration. Blocks allocated to India
and some other countries in South Indian Ocean for deep sea
bed mining become factors for consideration, in this regard.

Human security holds special relevance in the maritime domain.
More than half of humanity lives within 200 km of the coast, which
accounts for only 10% of the available landmass. It is also this
thin slice of land that bears the brunt of maritime natural disasters
such as tsunamis, cyclones and floods. The IOR alone is the
locus of nearly 70% of the world’s natural disasters, the
consequences of which are further aggravated by high population
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densities and the lack of capacity to react effectively in their
aftermath.

There is anintricate link between the oceans and the atmosphere,
as they regulate the planet’s climatic conditions — something so
central to sustenance of all forms of life, including human. The
effects of climate change , therefore pose significant challenges
to human security in our region. Geographically, the Arctic may
seem a remote place for us in the IOR, but the accelerating
environmental changes there would have profound implications,
globally. Of those, rising sea levels, directly threaten the IOR’s
low-lying coastal states and island nations such as parts of
Bangladesh and Maldives.

Having dwelled on a broad range of maritime challenges, | shall
now outline the Navy’s vision and endeavours in meeting them.

Famous maritime historian KM Pannikar, in one of his seminal
works had stated and | QUOTE, “The vital feature which
differentiates the Indian Ocean from the Atlantic or the Pacific is
the subcontinent of India, which juts out far into the sea for a
thousand miles. It is the geographical position of India that changes
the character of the Indian Ocean.” UNQUOTE

India’s geo-strategic location  positions us right at the confluence
of major arteries of world trade. The Indian Navy is therefore
viewed by some of the littorals as a suitable agency to facilitate
regional maritime security in the IOR as a net security provider

India’s standing as a benign power provides credence to this
perception, making us a preferred partner for regional security.

The first means of maintaining peace is, of course, the prevention
of armed conflict . Our own experience during Operation Vijay
(Kargil Operations) bears testimony to the utility of strong maritime
forces in dissuasion and control of escalation. You would be
aware that the Indian Navy's posture in the North Arabian Sea,
contributed significantly to the early achievement of India’s
operational goals and, more importantly, in limiting the scope of
the conflict.
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Our perspective plans are centred on building not just our force
structure, but capabilities  to meet the identified and emerging
challenges. However, neither do we intend, nor is there a need
to match numbers with any other country. Instead, we are focused
on creating capabilities and leveraging our strategic
geography to assert and defend our sovereign interests in
the maritime domain. With modern aircraft carriers, along with
potent surface, sub-surface and air platforms, we have a balanced
force capable of undertaking a range of operations, from the brown
to the blue waters, and also contribute to regional security.

Military intervention, in support of friendly nations, at their request,
or under the aegis of United Nations, is also an option for conflict
prevention and crisis resolution. When mercenaries attacked and
took control of Male in Nov 1988, our prompt politico-military
response, as part of Op Cactus, remains etched as one of India’s
most successful operations in support of regional stability. The
Indian Navy has also made significant contributions during
Operation Pawan in Sri Lanka and UN operations in Somalia.

Another dimension to promoting peace is through cooperative
security . The Navy discharges this responsibility through a broad
spectrum of cooperative and inclusive endeavours. These
encompass coordinated operations, bilateral exercises, security
assistance and military-to-military dialogue.

Preserving good order at sea and ensuring security of
International Shipping Lanes in the IOR is another duty of the
Navy in the interest of the global commons.

The MV Alondra Rainbow incident of Nov 1999, culminating in
the capture of the hijacked vessel, along with pirates, was the
first major anti-piracy operation undertaken by the Navy. We also
undertook anti-piracy patrols in the Strait of Malacca when piracy
was thriving there a decade ago.

In the East, we undertake bilateral coordinated patrols, or simply
CORPAT, with Thailand and Indonesia, which address a range
of maritime security issues. Plans exist to include Myanmar in
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this endeavour. India is also a party to ReCAAP or Regional
Cooperation Agreement on Combating Piracy and Armed
Robbery against Ships in Asia, a government-to-government
agreement on anti-piracy cooperation and information sharing.
The fact that the menace of piracy has largely been controlled in
South-east Asia bears testimony to the strength of a cooperative
approach.

In more recent times, the Indian Navy has been at the forefront
of anti-piracy operations in the Gulf of Aden, since Oct 2008.
Our ships and aircraft have seen sustained prolonged
deployments, escorting Indian, as well as, foreign flagged ships.
Our robust actions, such as sinking of four pirate mother ships in
2011, have deterred piracy, close to the Indian coast. The dealings
clearly signalled India’s resolve to curb this menace. Since then,
no successful pirate attack has been reported within 450 nm of
our coast. Similarly, in the Gulf of Aden, no ship under our escort
has been pirated during the last four years. Over 2400 ships
have been escorted by Indian Naval Ships, 40 piracy attempts
foiled by us and more than 120 pirates arrested.

While we deploy forces independently in the Gulf of Aden, our
actions are nevertheless underlined by a cooperative approach.
We coordinate our operations with other navies and regularly
exchange information through participation in cooperative
mechanisms such as SHADE. | must also highlight that the 13th
Plenary Session of the Contact Group on Piracy off the Coast of
Somalia (CGPCS) was held at the UN Headquarters in New
York, in December last year, under India’s chairmanship.

Of late, there have been many encouraging signs. Thanks to
concerted international efforts, there has been a declining trend
in pirate activity since 2011. It merits reiteration that piracy is a
manifestation of larger problems ashore. Therefore, as long as
poor governance continues in coastal states, lawlessness and
piracy will prevail at sea and engage much of our efforts.

Maritime terrorism is another grave challenge. The events of
26/11 brought to fore the porosity of our long coastline and its
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resultant vulnerability to terror attacks perpetrated from the sea.
Moreover, the prospect of terror attacks on off-shore infrastructure
and sea-borne traffic, close to the coast, puts a premium on
ensuring coastal security . Consequent to government
directives, the Navy is now responsible for overall maritime
security of the country, including the coast. A comprehensive
coastal security framework, involving a number of organisational
and materiel measures, has been created. The setting up of Joint
Operation Centres, raising a dedicated force for Coastal Security
(Sagar Prahari Bal), creating a network of coastal radars and
AIS chains, are all meant to enhance our Maritime Domain
Awareness, close to the coast.

On request, we also deploy assets to undertake EEZ surveillance
and anti-piracy patrols for some of our neighbours. We are
cooperating with several IOR nations in the installation of coastal
radars and AlS chains to enhance domain awareness. In addition,
our continuing assistance in terms of hydrographic surveys,
technical assistance and product support are of great value to
our maritime neighbours. Our foreign cooperation initiatives are
aimed at their capacity building and capability enhancement
Several IOR nations are currently the focus our cooperative
policies. As | speak, the Navy’s sail training ship Sudarshini is
on the last lap of her six-month long MEA-sponsored voyage to
South East Asian nations under a joint India-ASEAN venture to
celebrate the 20th anniversary of India’s diplomatic relations with
ASEAN.

For many years now, training initiatives have constituted the
cornerstone of the Navy's interaction with friendly navies. Besides
offering training opportunities at our professional institutes, we
also depute our training teams abroad. Furthermore, bilateral
operational exercises constitute important avenues for maritime
diplomacy as well as capacity building. The Indian Navy regularly
exercises with regional and extra-regional navies on a range of
military, constabulary and benign functions, including counter-
piracy, counter-terrorism, Humanitarian Assistance and Disaster
Relief etc.
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As regards human security, the Indian Navy already has rich
experience in HADR. It may be recalled that in 2004, within hours
of being hit by the tsunami, we had dispatched several ships and
aircraft, across the Indian Ocean, to provide assistance to our
neighbours, while coping with the disaster ourselves. This vividly
demonstrated our operational capability and commitment to the
region. The Navy continues to remain ever-prepared to respond
swiftly in any similar unfortunate eventuality in the future.

In addition to operations and exercises, dialogue forms a key
avenue for strengthening military-to-military relations . When
nations cooperate militarily against common threats and
challenges, it enhances mutual trust, thus reducing avenues of
conflict. As on today, we engage 15 navies in institutional naval
staff talks and prospects exist for adding more.

The Indian Ocean Naval Symposium (IONS) , an inclusive
forum, comprising the Indian Ocean navies, is one such landmark
initiative, which we are proud to have pioneered. Since its inception
in 2008, IONS has grown from strength to strength and today it
has 35 member navies from across the region. This endeavour
has led to establishing and promoting consultations and
cooperation amongst various participants and is also facilitating
evolution of a common set of strategies to enhance regional
maritime security. The Indian Navy continues to make seminal
contributions to this initiative. We have taken the lead in
establishing the IONS website last year; and this year, we would
be conducting a workshop at Mumbai, on the topic, “Role and
expectations of emerging Navies in cooperative engagement for
peace and stability in IOR”. This, in a way, captures the very
essence of my talk today and also the Navy’s strategy for maritime
diplomacy and security cooperation in the region.

Similarly, MILAN, a biennial gathering of select regional navies
at Port Blair, is another path breaking initiative of the Indian Navy.
Beginning with just five members in 1995, we hosted 14 navies
in 2012 for this biennial event. This indeed has been a very
successful endeavour in fostering goodwill among participating
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navies through professional and social interaction of naval
personnel.

During my talk, | have outlined only the major maritime challenges
and some of our important endeavours. There are many more.
For a planet with more than two-thirds covered by the water, the
destiny of humanity is inextricably linked to the sea, more so, in
a globalised world. Conversely, the surrounding human activities
in the littoral also influence the maritime environment in myriad
ways.

In conclusion, maintenance of a peaceful maritime environment
is an imperative, for our nation and the region, to sustain our
growth trajectories and to achieve our national aspirations. The
oceans are vast, challenges too many, and resources limited,
for any individual state to assure security of the global commons.
This, therefore, calls for a cooperative approach. By virtue
of India’s geo-strategic location in the Indian Ocean and
her maritime capabilities , the Indian Navy is deemed by many
to be the net security provider in the IOR.

A cooperative and supportive approach is central to our
endeavours. Mindful of the region’s strategic importance for India,
and the world, we are marshalling our capabilities and efforts to
promote regional security, in concert with other stake holders. At
the same time, being aware that cooperation co-exists with
competition, we also remain watchful and committed to prevent
the IOR from becoming an arena for another round of extra-
regional military contestation.

Ladies and gentlemen, thank you for your attention. Jai hind.

(bold letters are as in the original)

L 2B R NN JEN J
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016. Media Interaction of Official Spokesperson.

New Delhi, March 7, 2013.

Official Spokesperson (Shri Syed Akbaruddin): Good afternoon
friends. | am available now for any question that you may like to ask. |
will subject myself to the volley of questions that you have on inevitable
issues. Let us begin.

Q: Sir, has the meeting between Mr. Salman Khurshid and Pakistani
Prime Minister been firmed up now; when are they meeting; who will be
accompanying them; what are they going to discuss; what is going to
happen; what food will be served? It is just one question.

Official Spokesperson: All this is subsumed under one question!
Q: These are various parts of the same question, Sir.

Official Spokesperson: All right. Let me try and answer all aspects of
that question.

The High Commission of Pakistan in New Delhi did inform us last week
that the Prime Minister of Pakistan His Excellency Mr. Raja Parvez Ashraf
had expressed a desire to undertake a private visit to Ajmer. Following
subsequent consultations, the Ministry of External Affairs will be facilitating
this one-day private visit by the Prime Minister of Pakistan.

Itis expected that the Prime Minister of Pakistan will be accompanied by
members of his family and will be arriving in Jaipur in the morning of 9th
March. The External Affairs Minister, Shri Salman Khurshid, will host a
lunch for him at a local hotel in Jaipur, following which the Prime Minister
will depart for Ajmer. Upon completion ofziarat and prayers at Ajmer, the
visiting Prime Minister is expected to return to Jaipur on the same evening
and take a special flight back to Islamabad. We will provide you with a
detailed media advisory indicating the photo opportunities that will be
available during this visit for the visual media. The Prime Minister is not
visiting New Delhi and no substantive discussions are scheduled to be
held in Jaipur. | think | have answered most of your questions. | think
you wanted the name of that hotel. It is not a big secret. It is Hotel

Rambagh Palace in Jaipur.
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Q: Any condolence message sent to the Venezuelan President?

Official Spokesperson: The Prime Minister of India has issued a
condolence message, which is available. If you have not got access to
it, we will certainly circulate that.

Q: As far as Mr. Ashraf’s visit is concerned, last year we saw President
Zardari, he was invited at the last minute. The invitation essentially has
to come through the host country in a way. Can you take us through the
reasons why perhaps a similar invitation was not extended to the visiting
Prime Minister?

Official Spokesperson: | think you are drawing two different parallels.
He has expressed a desire to visit Ajmer on a private visit along with
members of his family or perhaps extended family. We have abided by
that desire and indicated that he would be provided due courtesies, and
all requirements that meet his needs are being met. In addition we have
not received any other request for any other need.

Q: I just want to understand why the Indian Government is going out of
its way to have an official interaction with the Pakistani Prime Minister
given that the Prime Minister himself had said that this is not business
as usual after the LoC flare out?

Official Spokesperson: | think | made it quite clear that there would not
be any substantive discussions. That said, he is the Prime Minister and
the Head of Government of a country with which we have diplomatic
relations. It is an important country, and in accordance with normal
diplomatic protocol, we are extending him due courtesies.

Q: Sir, this is regarding the Afghan Deputy NSA calling on the international
community to blacklist ISI. Will India support such a move that has been
made by Afghanistan since we are also at the receiving end of ISI?

Official Spokesperson: First of all, | think | am the wrong person to
answer a question on intelligence. As you are aware, | have no expertise
in that. | am a mere diplomat. But that said, | would draw your attention to
a statement that we issued on December 19, 2012. It lays out our views
on the matter of immunity and jurisdiction for all organizations. | would
suggest that you have a look at that. It covers our response. Itis available
on our website.
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Q: Is anyone going for the funeral to Venezuela?

Official Spokesperson: | will check this up and let you know before the
end of the day, in the next hour. | did not follow this up.

(Subsequently we have informed all media by email that Mr sachin Pilot,
Minister of State with Independent Charge of Corporate Affairs will
represent India at the funeral on 8 March 2012)

Thank you very much.
(Concluded)

L 2K N NN 2NN 4

017. External Affairs Minister’s address at the inaugural meeting
of “The Growth Net”.

New Delhi, March 10, 2013.

Good afternoon to all of you Ladies and Gentlemen. It's an honor indeed
to be here in the presence of my very good friend Shri Gautam Thapar,
Chairperson of Aspen Institute India, and of course Mr. Claude Smadja,
who has been a leading light and inspiration across the globe and as
President of Smadja & Smadja, today steering this remarkable gathering.
Shri Tarun Das who remains a constant pillar of strength.

Excellencies, Ladies and Gentleman,

Allow me first to thank the organizers of “The Growth Net” for creating
this remarkable platform to interact with the eminent economists and
thinkers, and of course it is privilege to be able to share my thoughts
with you all at this inaugural meeting which seeks to share knowledge
and perspectives amongst emerging economies and | do understand
that this is a beginning of a very, very major exercise. And the phrase
that you have used is the “new constellation of growth”, | think provides
tremendous sense of energy there to denote what we have traditionally
called “Emerging economies”.

I do believe it is important that regular and meaningful exchange of ideas
and experiences within this new constellation continues so that the benefit
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of their own growth as well as the understanding of the growth of the rest
of the world can be enhanced and can be multiplied many times over. To
that end, “The Growth Net” serves | believe commendable congregation
of great minds such as yours and indeed it is a privilege to be sharing
this moment with you.

Many of us are probably surprised to see how the world economy has
changed today and one of the most important of these changes is the
growing share of this new constellation of rapidly developing economies,
that is | said has traditionally been known as the “Emerging Economies”
and there is no doubt that in today’s era of globalization, the rise of
diversified global conglomerates and agile new businesses from these
economies is inevitably changing the way world business is done.

There may well be despite a sense of understanding, there may well be
some difficulty as far as analysis is concerned by academics and by
people who are involved in actually defining the very concept of an
emerging economy and | think you'd be aware that the World Bank
definition of the Emerging Market, countries to have a gross national
income per capita of US $ 11,905 or less of course. According to Goldman
Sachs, Emerging Markets include the fastest growing economies, and
these countries are the ones that are experiencing rapid industrialization,
urbanization and increased global trade classifying where in BRIC,
Indonesia, Mexico, Turkey and South Korea as the growth markets based
upon GDP growth rates, demographics and of course the size and depth
of market.

And | might add here that India in that sense will be for you both a great
opportunity in terms of definition and also in terms of a challenge and |
would recommend to you to think of India as a unique example of being
able to factor in many of these forces that you have pursued and that
you have analyzed and tried to understand as indeed offering some
unusual and unique challenges. And | think those of you who have studied
India and China in terms of contrast and in terms of the convergence,
that some people might see, people think of us as an alternative to China,
as competition to China or the other way around. But we have and our
Prime Minister has said this very categorically and clearly that the world
is large enough for both of us to be able to operate successfully both in
terms of politics and in terms of economics. There are strengths that we
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have in India that would be very educative and instructive for anyone
who is building new architecture for business in the world. There are
strengths that China has and we recognize each other’s strengths and |
do believe that at certain moments we even try to replicate these
strengths but they will remain for a very long time unique strengths of
our two countries, so as you look at the pantheon of the countries in the
constellation, it would be rewarding and it would be wholesome
contribution to your understanding of what you are doing together to be
able to emphasis our respective strengths and see how they work in
each set of circumstances.

The growing importance of Emerging Markets is striking with respect to
demographic importance, economic importance, both at the macro and
micro economic level, and perhaps culturally as well and here India
believes that it has a special, unique contribution to make. Both our
historical cultural, bonds and linkages with the world and indeed our
present attempts to provide an outreach to the world.

In terms of demographic importance, Emerging Market countries are
home to half of the world’s population and India is of course one of the
two population giants still growing not necessarily something we
appreciate. While the numbers are startling in terms of population, they
are also increasingly impressive in terms of economic size and you know
Emerging Markets account for almost 40% of the world GDP at
purchasing power parity and are stated to be growing at more than 7%
per annum on an average over the past few years.

In economic terms, businesses from these countries are listed among
the world’s 20 largest in terms of market value and a number of the
richest individuals in the world are from these markets alone. One study
has found that BRIC could be over half of the size of today’s six largest
industrialized economies by 2025 and in less than 40 years they could
well overtake them.

Global economic situation | need hardly tell you remains a matter of
concern. The Eurozone crisis although | have been reassured repeatedly
that Eurozone crisis and sovereign debt crisis that have created
enormous uncertainties in the global economy are gradually, steadily
but surely on amend. The economic recovery is slow, of course, and
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that calls certainly for an important policy action on several fronts and |
do imagine that this is happening across Europe. | know that it is little
more difficult in United States of America butit's happening there as well
and | hope that people will tell you about how we, in our own way, have
tried to attempt this in our country.

The slowdown in advanced economies is affecting emerging countries
through lower exports and smaller capital flows and this harsh truth.
One silver lining of course is that, developing economies have greater
ability to respond with fiscal and monetary stimulus if conditions worsen.
We did that, and we did that with great deal of success but there are of
course the side effects of successful stimulus which is what we are now
trying to tackle in terms of putting a lid on fiscal deficits.

Infrastructure investment in developing countries assumes special
importance in this regard, and that'’s for us, flagged as one most important
element. It lays the foundation for rapid growth in the longer term, while
providing an immediate stimulus for their economics and for the global
economy by creating demand. An expansion of investment in
infrastructure is possible only if they get access to long-term capital.
The multilateral development banks can, thus and therefore play a major
role in this context.

As | said that like other Emerging Economies, India too slowed
down. We were aiming at 9%, we had reached 8 % GDP growth
and then began to slip. We came down to 7, came down to 6, we
then came down to 5.8% but as our Finance Minister and Prime
Minister have said with tremendous confidence based not just on
political loud speak but on the work that’s been done that over the
next two years we will inch back to 7%.

The global downturn , contraction of global demand and the impact on
capital flows have obviously, played a part. Internal constraints, that's
what | hope you will reflect on have affected in addition, have affected
our economic performance. Sustaining a high growth for a country like
India, we are now saying to our people, clearly is not an option but a
social imperative and as only through sustained economic growth we
will be able to lift our millions out of poverty. When we lift them up out of
poverty, we get the additionally of providing a greater thrust to the
economy. Not only do we put an end to the drag on the economy because
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of the poverty but we also get an enormous new energy in our economy
when we lift people of poverty.

We can feel encouraged that the fundamentals of Indian economy remain
strong and this is something that was shown by us when the Asian
tigers were in trouble and this is something that | hope that we’ve been
able to indicate also when US and European crisis emerged. We are
confident of bringing back the rhythm of high growth. As | said, we are
focusing heavily on infrastructure investment and also put in place a
problem resolution mechanisms to overcome implementation of
bottlenecks. We've began, we started this process with high powered
Cabinet Committee that is headed by the Prime Minister himself to ensure
that bottlenecks particularly in the area of environmental clearances to
major projects can be fast-tracked and decision can be taken in one
place.

Fiscal discipline is a priority for the Government and in this direction of
course controlling of subsidies becomes important. A landmark effort is
underway in India to facilitate delivery of a whole range of financial and
other services directly through effective targeting and reduced leakages
in subsidy schemes. And here we have the largest and most ambitious
Unique ID number assisted direct transfers of benefits that we believe
are necessary to go to our people. | think there is a conceptual change
taking place. All the advice that we’ve got about subsidies dragging us
down but subsidies that we cannot politically and in humanitarian terms
completely overlook. The conceptual answer to that is now coming by
ensuring that subsidies intended for the consumer but being used by the
manufacturer will now actually end up in the consumer’s bank and this is
a major conceptual and functional difference that you will see over the
next one year.

Our general budget that recently been given had some very good
initiatives. | believe that this is a budget that's been described as budget
to attempt to consolidate our fiscal position but it's actually consolidation
of range of positions we’ve taken over the last 5-4 years and | think that
it's a budget that actually can be seen as a budget of great deal of
confidence despite difficult economic situation because this budget does
not allow for any retreat of all the things that we did. It doesn’t provide for
runaway spending and therefore it's a budget that gives stability and it
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gives clarity of the direction that we've taken and our confidence in that
direction. To boost manufacturing sector, we have announced investment
allowance rate of 15% to manufacturing companies that invest more
than rupees 100 crores in plant and machinery. In infrastructure, we've
allowed certain companies to raise tax free bonds up to rupees 50,000
crores and encourage infrastructure debt fund. Some people might say
thisis too little, it doesn’t go far enough but it's something that to be seen
in the context of the situation as we saw it last year and preparation and
laying the ground for what can possibly be done next year and therefore,
| believe this is consolidation and a new beginning.

The global crisis has also given us a historic opportunity to reform global
political and economic governance. The global financial and economic
crisis of 2008-09 exposed the fragility of existing global financial and
economic institutions, and the limitations of existing macroeconomic
policy tools. But | think, gathering such as yours, indeed should reflect
on this larger issue besides looking at the fine tuning of policy frameworks

Recent geo-political crisis in Middle-East and African countries has
underscored the need to involve countries and have their say in the
global economic and political governance proportionate to their economic
prowess. Hence, our sustained argument for UN reforms.

To some extent, the formation of G20 is a significant geopolitical shift in
global economic governance. The G20 members represent almost 90%
of global GDP, 80% of global-trade and 2/3 of the world’s population. G-
20 also has a unique balance, where both advanced and emerging
countries come together as equal partners. The global crisis has been a
catalyst for this change. And whatever is left will be soaked up by the
presence of this gathering of 30, | believe, it is, so from G8 to G20 and
from G20 to your Growth Net of 30 and perhaps more.

Globalization has put all economies in the globe under the same boat
with the end result that the implications of events in one economy can
impact the entire global system. The crisis we see today is a case in
point. The governance of the world economy has perforce therefore to
change in terms of both format and substance.

The rising influence of Emerging Economies has shifted the balance of
power in their favour. The emergence of some developing countries as
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key players and as real contributors to global dialogue on trade and
economics is a fundamental feature of this new geo-political reality.

These emerging powers are no longer policy takers, they are policy
makers or if you like contributors, influencing the pattern and scope of
international trade, creating new supply and demand pulls and flexing
their influence in international organizations in a meaningful way.
Emerging Economies are also shouldering the growth burden gradually.
After all, who thought that BRICS would add US $ 83 billion for IMF's
additional firewall?

The road ahead

The global economy is expected to grow at a slow rate and that’s not
rocket science. The Eurozone may remain in recession in 2013 and the
continuing US fiscal standoff will weigh on the global economy. Global
economic cooperation is needed more than ever. Itis reassuring to learn
that the G20 is working towards bringing about strong, sustainable and
balanced global growth.

G-20 is very well placed to cooperate in key areas so as to strengthen
global recovery towards strong, sustainable and balanced global
economic growth. Moreover, Emerging Economies have shown much
more resilience and have maintained high growth path for quite some
time. These factors position the Emerging Economies as the most
important engine of the global economic recovery and | do believe, India
stands there in a very visible position.

We have developed in India a gradually emerging as the fourth largest
economy globally today in PPP terms. India appears to be writing a
dynamic new future for itself, managing its transition from a developing
country to a developed one.

Our exceptional growth in IT sector has changed the perception of the
Indian economy to a major extent. India, with its good legal structure,
corporate governance, banking system, financial sector and its skilled
manpower and young force has become the new economic icon of the
emerging powers. India’s developmental model is managing to deliver
long term economic pay-offs at much lower levels of investment.

Investors coming into India do so with three main things in mind, we
know that the- high potential of our domestic market, cost competitiveness
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due to availability of low cost labour and inexpensive manufacturing
capabilities. Investors are increasingly seeing India as a destination for
the new manufacturing projects as they tend to target the industrial
machinery, equipment and tools and the automotive sector. Many believe
that India will be one of the top three manufacturing destinations of the
world in the near future.

Innovation has therefore become crucial to India’s industrial and services
sector to take them to the next higher level. R & D landscape in India is
expected to grow rapidly with over 700 MNCs currently basing their
R&D centres in the country. India has a tremendous potential to become
the “frugal innovation Centre of the world”.

As companies and government enhance R & D expenditure, we will
emerge as competitive technology providers. India has the largest
scientific manpower in the world with over 12 million engineers and
doctors and an equal number of post-graduates in science and
mathematics and there is an annual addition of 2 million graduates, 7
lakh post graduates and 3 lakh engineers.

Government of India has, therefore, declared 2010-2020 as the “Decade
of Innovation” realizing roadmap for innovation in the country needs to
be chalked out as the innovation that produces affordable products and
cheaper services without compromising on safety, efficiency and utility
being need of the hour.

An alarm bell is the concerns expressed by investors and | think we will
be candid and honest. These include lack of adequate infrastructure as
the single biggest hindrance to doing business in the country. The World
Economic Forum rated Indian infrastructure as 89th amongst 133
countries surveyed. Our government is therefore, committed to
augmenting infrastructure capacity. Over the next five years, India plans
to spend US $ 1 trillion on infrastructure, half of which, we hope, will
come from private sector.

Governance and transparency are the other key issues which have
been cited by investors as hurdles as it is felt that bureaucracy and red
tape restricts an open environment for investment.

These are of course other major concerns namely revitalization of the
rural economy, education, health, rural and urban infrastructure,
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environmental upgradation, need for better enhanced delivery of essential
public services, upgrading the financial system for better global integration
and a better regulatory system.

Our government has focused its priorities on addressing these issues.
Despite huge challenges, India has registered significant gains based
on liberal economic reforms pursued over the last two decades. Now is
the time for the next phase of economic reforms and also address the
fundamental structural issues in our economy. So we have gone up and
then plateaued for a while and | believe that we will start our climb once
again very shortly.

A few lines about India’s efforts in building capacities in other developing
countries would not be out of place. We share our developmental
experiences with other countries traversing the same path to growth
and economic up liftment, both as a moral obligation, political obligation
and what we believe is enlightened self- interest.

From relativity modest beginnings, our capacity building programmes
have expanded considerably in range and volume. Over the last year,
nearly 9,000 civilian training slots were allotted to 161 developing counties
for about 280 courses in disciplines such as finance management , IT,
telecommunications, rural development and agro-processing . Special
courses were offered in election management, WTO studies,
parliamentary practices, public-private partnership in infrastructure
development and mass communications. At the invitation of partner
countries, we send experts in specified fields. To take just a few
examples, we are in the process of sending a town planer to Fiji, a Police
advisor to Belize and a consultant to a public Administration Institute in
Namibia.

We are now moving one step further and are setting up capacity building
institutions in partner countries . In our neighbourhood, we are establishing
and Institute of Information Technology in Myanmar, agriculture research
institutions in Myanmar and Afghanistan and Vocational Training Centres
in Sri Lanka. At the India Africa Forum Summits in 2008 and 2011, India
committed to establishing institutions to strengthen capacities at the pan-
African, regional and bilateral levels in Information Technology, Education
Planning, Civil Aviation, Agriculture Rural Development and Earth
Sciences.
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Two other important strands of India’s development are concessional
loans and development projects under grant assistance. Lines of Credit
on concessional terms enable partner countries to undertake projects in
accordance with their development priorities. We now have about 150
operative Lines of Credit of over US $ 9 billion. They finance a wide
range of projects from drinking water schemes to irrigation, solar
electrification, power generation & transmission, cement plants,
technology parks and railway infrastructure.

Major projects are under implementation with Indian grant assistance in
Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, Maldives, Myanmar, Nepal and Sri
Lanka-in infrastructure, hydroelectricity, power transmission, agriculture,
industry, health and other sectors.

The significant expansion of India’s development cooperation programmes
in recent years motivated the creation of a Development Partnership
Administration in the Ministry of External Affairs to bring under one
umbrella the entire range of our external developmental assistance and
to manage more efficiently the formulation, appraisal, implementation and
evaluation of its projects. This is not a new direction in our foreign policy;
it is a sharpening of focus on one of its important dimensions and is
meant to enhance the coherence of its delivery mechanisms.

We would like to fine-tune our programme to more effectively meet the
developmental priorities of our partner countries. We are formulating
transparent procedures to create a level playing field for our public and
private sector companies to participate in projects under lines of credit
and grant assistance. We intend to engage more with NGOs involved in
socioeconomic programmes in India, so that we can replicate their Indian
successes in other developing countries. We are also exploring
innovative models of partnership with Indian business to implement larger
developmental projects in our partner countries. We believe opportunities
exist for this in, for example, the infrastructure and connectivity projects
in Africa & ASEAN.

To conclude, | wish to leave a thought in your minds. It is clear that the
Emerging Economies can take their rightful place in global order only if
they achieve political stability, ensure energy and food security , adapt
to clean technologies, invest in innovation, harness their demography,
embrace revolutions in ICT, usher in transparency and last but not the
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least, share their experiences. It is beyond doubt that only if the economic
growth is backed by the above factors, can it be comprehensive, strong,
sustainable and inclusive. We need policy inputs to achieve the same.
We look up to you to provide that and | am glad that many of these
issues are on your agenda over the next few days.

My compliments for the topical initiative and wish all the participants
engaging in productive discussions. | think that will briefly indicate to
you that your meeting here in Delhi will be a rewarding one in the backdrop
of the good things that are happening in India

Thank you Ladies and Gentlemen.

L 2K SR NN J J

018. Weekly Media Briefing by the Official Spokesperson.
New Delhi, March 18, 2013.

Official Spokesperson: Good Afternoon friends and thank you very
much for coming for this interaction.

| just have an announcement to make and that is about the visit of
President Morsi to India. He will be arriving late this evening. And we
have provided you the details of his activities here in Delhi. My
understanding is now that the delegation, since we last briefed, has further
increased and there are now six ministers who are accompanying him.
along with another official who is equivalent to minister. So we have
approximately seven senior Minister level officials who are accompanying
President Morsi, who will be arriving later tonight in Delhi. | do not have
any other announcements to make, but if you are interested in any other
issues that you may want to ask me about | am willing to answer.

Q: We are told that the Italians served a note verbale on 15th March
saying that they have diplomatic immunity and the court order of 14th
March cannot be executed on them. What was, if you replied to it, your
reply?

Official Spokesperson: | think first of all, the terminology that you used
perhaps is not the correct one to say -"served”. A note-verbale is an
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ordinary means of communication between two governments. So yes,
we did receive a note-verbale from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Italy
on the 15th through our Mission in Rome and that note-verbale drew our
attention to the provisions of the Vienna Convention regarding diplomatic
agents. And, of course, we are conscious of the provisions of the Vienna
Convention and our obligations under the Vienna Convention, but we
are also bound by the directions of the honourable Supreme court on
this matter and we have made it clear to them.

Q: Has the government decided, which way to go in Geneva, because
verdict comes up on Thursday? Thank You.

Official Spokesperson: My understanding of the situation in Geneva is
that the resolution in its final form will be available late this evening,
Genevatime. And | also understand that the Foreign Secretary has asked
our Ambassador or the Permanent Representative to the United Nations,
Mr. Dilip Sinha to come over to Delhi tomorrow so that we can have
consultations on matter. As this is an important matter for us and he will
be able to brief to senior officials of the government on what are the
ground level realities in Geneva and the latest position on that. So the
call will only be taken subsequent to the availability of the resolution and
the arrival of the Ambassador here for consultations with senior officials
in the Ministry of External Affairs.

Q: How does the Ministry of External Affairs see the use of the word
“genocide” in any potential resolution and also the demand for an
international probe?

Official Spokesperson: |think there is a very well used idiom in English
that we will cross the bridge when we come to it. There is no resolution
as of now which is available to us. So what you say is only something
that you are speculating about. We haven’t seen the final format of that
resolution and it is only going to available, as | said, later tonight, Geneva
local time. Our assessment about it will be communicated by Ambassador
Dilip sinha when he comes here to New Delhi tomorrow.

Q: In view of many voices coming from European Union that (inaudible).
How do you see possibility of a more diplomatic and a legal action. Is
there a possibility of Joint investigation coming soon or some kind of out
of Court Settlement. How realistic it can be?
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Official Spokesperson:  |think you are aware of the developments today
at the Supreme Court. And we, as officers of the Govt. of India, are
bound by the directives of the court on this matter. And we will abide by
them. So at this stage, we will take it when the court discusses this next.
My understanding of that, is now that it is on April 2.

Q: We asked the Ambassador designate not to go to Rome right now.
So are there any further diplomatic steps that would be taken between
you while Supreme Court process on here?

Official Spokesperson: | think we did mention that there’s underway a
study of the entire expanse of our relationship with Italy following the
Prime Minister’'s statement in parliament that you are all aware of and
that study, when it is completed, will provide us a variety of suggestions
and its only then we will consider various matters based on what the
study provides as recommendations and suggestions on the entire
expanse of our relations. At this stage that’s not yet ready.

Q: When is the Prime Minister finally going to Japan?

Official Spokesperson: As you are aware, it is always best to finalize
dates before we make such announcements. At this stage, there has
not even been an advance team which goes and make preparations. So
I think it would be premature on my part to make any suggestions or
references to such visit. Yes, the Prime Minister is keen since he could
not undertake that visit in November last due to domestic developments
in Japan and we hope that he will be able undertake the visit at the
earliest possible opportunity which in convenient to both Japan and India.

Q: This news coming from abroad of contacts and discussions going on
between India and Italy at diplomatic level. Can you say something more
or you are not aware at all of the existence of this kind of discursion and
secondly are you aware that our Ambassador is also accredited in Nepal
and that he could go to Kathmandu tomorrow?

Official Spokesperson: | am aware of the concurrent jurisdiction of the
Ambassador of Italy in India. That said, may be I'll use the same idiom
now—Ilet us cross the bridge when we come to it. Let us not be
speculative and think of hypothetical situations. If you have some
information that he is going tomorrow, he has not communicated that as
of this moment to the Ministry of External Affairs.
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Q: Sir, could you tell us if we have approached the UK for information on
the Augusta-Westland investigations there, because we've signed a deal
with them. Have they responded to us till now?

Official Spokesperson: | think I'm not aware of developments recently.
But yes, we had approached UK previously and at that stage they had
indicated in a preliminary manner that they would await the outcome of
the investigations which are underway in Italy. Subsequent to that their
Prime Minister was here and this was raised by our Prime Minister quiet
strongly. And there is on record, his response, about UK’s willingness to
be very transparent about these things. Since then, we’ve not had any
further diplomatic level information exchange on that matter.

Thank very m uch

L 2B N NN JEN J

0109. Interview of External Affairs Minister with The Tribune on
Miscellaneous matters.

New Delhi, March 25, 2013.
(The Tribune/by Raj Chengappa)

On the recent vote in the UNH RC (United Nations Human Rights
Council) there is criticism from experts that India had always dealt
with Sri Lanka bilaterally on issues that concerned us but we are
now resorting to multi-lateral means. As an example they cite the
recent vote by India in favour of the US resolution and a similar
one last year calling for devolution of powers to the Tamils and an
inquiry into human rights violations by the Sri Lankan army. Isn’t
India compromising its foreign policy approach in many ways?

Interesting, that you should ask this question. | have had a lot of people
within the political establishment in India saying that why we are not
doing what we should be doing which is seeking amendments to the
resolution or bringing your own resolution saying that there should be a
credible independent international investigation. The closest we came to
this was saying that the independent and credible investigation that must
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take place should be to the satisfaction of the international community.
We even suggested to the US that this be taken on as an amendment
but within the parameters and dynamics of the body of that nature. They
felt that it would have disturbed the consensus that they had been able
to get together over a long period and, therefore, they did not agree to
our suggestion. Now why is all this a departure from India’s foreign policy?

The fact that we are moving away from the bilateral approach. Does
it mean that we have a diminishing clout with Lanka?

Fortunately, whatever we have said multilaterally is what we are saying
to Sri Lanka directly. The 13th amendment was the bilateral agreement
between India and Sri Lanka that there was a commitment given to India
because Sri Lanka felt that it was necessary to give that commitment
and we certainly desire that commitment. We do believe to this date and
that is what can ultimately guarantee sustainable peace in Sri Lanka and
there has to be sustainable peace in Sri Lanka. It is good for them and
it's obviously necessary for us. But it must be within the sovereign rights
of the Sri Lankan state.

Why did the DMK move out then?

Frankly, this was their call. The world sees India as having made a very
determined effort to both appeal to Sri Lanka and to add to the world
view as far as the human rights issue was concerned. So it can't be that
we were wrong in both places or that we were wrong in not doing enough
as far as the DMK was concerned. Right now it may appear that we owe
explanations to the people in Tamil Nadu but frankly | think as tempers
calm down, as the dust settles and clarity prevails, people will ask them
why you are not admitting the extent to which the Government of India
has, as you said, redefined some of its positions but tried to address the
aspirations of the people of Tamil Nadu and we are not going to shy
away from saying this. Fortunately, and | hope that this will remain true,
our compulsions and the principles of the stand that we have taken have
been understood by Sri Lanka.

Coming to the Italian marine crisis, Italy’s major reason for keeping
the marines back was that they believed that they should be tried
either by the International Court or by their own domestic process.
What was the problem with that?
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The problem was that our courts said no, we can only go by what our
court says about jurisdiction. Our courts, including the Supreme Court,
said prima facie the jurisdiction does exist, it does not exist in the state
government of Kerala, but it exists in the Central government to appoint
a special court to try this matter. But they have also left open that the
court that tries this matter can examine the jurisdiction issue in its entirety
and then finally come to a conclusion whether the full trial is permissible
or not. That's the Supreme Court judgement —we accepted it and so did
Italy.

So why did the problem arise?

They have a larger stated position about international tribunals and
international disputes; but within the largest stated position, they accepted
the pronouncement and the judgement of our Supreme Court because
they are party to it. And then subsequently, relying upon that very
judgement and their being party to it and accepting the jurisdiction of the
court, they then sought permission to leave, having come back once
under permission that was given by the High Court. This time they sought
permission from the Supreme Court and they were given permission
against an affidavit that their Ambassador gave. Frankly, what is our
fault in it? It's the assessment they made which is the submission to the
jurisdiction that they did, we did not force anything on them and in view
of that they were allowed to go to Italy for four weeks. That is the
judgement of the court and we should all respect the judgement. Then
they were advised presumably that they did not have to come back, we
persuaded them that that was wrong.

Did we give them guarantees and that is why they came back?

We have given them a clarification in writing. They asked us whether the
marines will be arrested on their arrival in India, we said no because
they were supposed to arrive by the midnight of 22nd and if they arrived
before the midnight of 22nd, then they were complying with the Supreme
Court orders. So what could we arrest them for? And the other issue
was: would they be subjected to death penalty? We said no because
our understanding of the Indian law is that this is not the rarest of rare
case as we understand from all Supreme Court judgements and,
therefore, there is no apprehension of death penalty. It was a clarification,
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we are in no position to give guarantees and then as an abundant
precaution we ran this by the Attorney General and then gave a written
clarification. We have also written to the Attorney General to make all
this available to the court when it reopens on April 2.

So you look upon th is as a success of Indian diplomacy and that
you were able to avert a nasty situation?

I won't call it a failure but I think yes it could have become very, very
difficult because there were the competing claims — one of domestic
law and one of the Vienna Convention and to be put through that very
tough test of which way you should tilt is something that was avoided by
timely and far-sighted decision of the Italian government. | think there is
no reason why we shouldn’t appreciate that and acknowledge it.

You had lunch with the Pakistani Prime Minister recently in Jaipur
when he came to India. Why didn’t the Indian Prime Minister invite
him to Delhi for lunch?

Look at the kind of reactions to my having lunch with him — it would have
been much worse if the Prime Minister had had lunch with him. He was
on a private visit and not on official visit. There was a minimalist time
required for him to go and pay obeisance at the Ajmer Dargah. We took
a call that it would be appropriate for the Foreign Minister to go. So | went
there, had lunch with him and came back.

Did you discuss relations between India and Pakistan?

We kept mostly to general topics. We talked about Sufism, we talked
about music, we talked about food. But | did ask the Prime Minister if he
had a vision for the relationship between India and Pakistan. We didn’t
go into specifics. | just asked him about a broad vision as anyone would
over a meal. He then expanded on that. He talked a lot about it. Then |
asked him what he was saying, which was obviously very positive in
articulation, was only a position of his party or was it acceptable across
the board in Pakistan politics. He said everyone shares it and that
Pakistan was changing, particularly the younger generation.

Did you raise any of India’s concerns with him?

No, this was a spiritual visit and | made it very clear that we didn’t want
to raise the issues we had. Words are not the only things that you require
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to convey feelings. These things are understood instinctively by people
at that level. You don’t have to take him through the alphabets all over
again. | had made it clear that we were extending a courtesy for the
spiritual visit. Therefore, my discussions hovered over spiritual issues
more than politics.

So India’s dialogu e with Pakistan is almost dead?
| would not say it is dead or in a coma. | will say it has gone very sleepy.

When a new government in Pakistan takes charge in May, what
does India expect it to do?

One, we have to go beyond the irritants as they serve little purpose. The
irritant on the LoC, for instance, | don't think it served any purpose. If
someone thinks it served an electoral purpose, they were probably
barking up the wrong tree. Two, we still do not know whether it is lack of
conviction on their part whoever is in the civilian government or lack of
capacity to deliver on all those things that we want them to deliver in
terms of the safety and security of our citizens. The bottomline is this
that these mosquito bites must stop.

You would call the attacks mosquito bites?

Well, I think we are too powerful a country. We should not undermine our
own strength and our own stature by reducing ourselves to that. | don't
think it is more than very itchy mosquito bites. India is not going to be
pushed and shoved by a mosquito bite. | think it is important that we get
beyond the pranks and tricks of the past and make a serious effort to
take forward the investment that both countries have made in the peace
initiative.

Do we expect any changes in our relationship with China with a
new leadership taking over?

The signals they have given us are very good. So far we have not had
any eyeball-to-eyeball contact. But our Prime Minister developed a very
good working relationship with the previous Chinese government. We
have been given to understand that there is going to be continuity and
enhancement of the relationship. We are very happy with that and we
will reciprocate it. The good thing is the fundamental understanding that
difficult issues will not keep us away from moving forward on areas of
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convergence. It is already articulated by them, by us and by the new
Government in China and we reiterate that as well.

Moving to another trouble zone Afghanistan and regional security.
With the US pullout in a year's time, what is likely to happen?

I do not know. This is a huge imponderable. We keep telling Afghanistan
that India wants to be part of a solution and not part of the problem. We
have said we are not entirely excited by the American idea that they
should talk to Taliban; we know that they will have to talk to Taliban
because they are their citizens and they have to talk. But distinguishing
between good and bad Taliban or Taliban and Al-Qaida is hot something
that comes to us naturally. But if it is an Afghan-driven exercise and the
redlines that the world agreed too with Afghanistan remain, then | guess
it is the best thing that they can do.

In our relations with the US, there seems to be some kind of cooling
recently. What needs to be done?

We have to get back and start talking again. There was no cooling but
there was a pause because they were preoccupied with campaigns,
with the new government, with the fiscal cliff etc. But now we will have a
visit by the new Secretary of State and | will also pay a visit. Our Prime
Minster will engage with their President and in the next few months, you
will see things back in action. The export of natural gas was an issue we
have to settle quickly. There are many issues relating to cooperation
with their industry and our agencies with regard to the nuclear deal that
need to be worked out. We are in touch with them and the high level
intensity of exchanges will resume.

Any big bang developments expected during Barack Obama’s
second term as President and the UPA’s second stint?

For us it is a consolidation term. For him it is a legacy term. | do not think
there are legacies to be hunted here in the second term; there are legacies
to be hunted in the Middle East or somewhere else. But consolidation is
very important. President Obama’s time and energy will be sought by
India to consolidate a relationship that, we believe, has come a long way
and has become very stable and | think that all the beginnings we have
made must be taken further. That's what we will try to do.
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With Bangladesh we still have not fully addressed the land border
issue or agreed on water sharing of the Teesta?

No worries on that. We are working on the land border issue. We will
introduce it in Parliament after the current recess. There are a few odds
and ends that we need to explain to some MPs from Assam. | think we
have got it tied up pretty well. | hope there will be a consensual passing
of this historic land boundary Bill; it will be a tribute to India’s lasting
relationship with Bangladesh and will be one of high points of our foreign
policy. As regards Teesta, it does not involve anybody except West
Bengal. We will take up the Teesta issue once the land boundary issue
is sorted out.

What is your world view now that you have been almost five months
in the saddle?

The world is waiting for us, the world wants to engage with us, the world
wants to be friendly with us, the world wants to be our partner in prosperity
and the world admires India in many ways. Only one who can spoil this
is India itself. So my appeal to all our political parties and sections of our
society is that we have a lot of things that we disagree upon in our country
and that happens in our emerging, growing and maturing democracy,
but we have been lucky because throughout we have had a consensus
on foreign policy and that has given us moral standing in the world far,
far beyond this strength that we have both in terms of economy and
military prowess.

L 2K R NN J 2
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Keynote address by Foreign Secretary at Conference of
Southern Providers- South-South Cooperation : Issues and
Emerging Challenges.

Delhi, April 15, 2013.

Dr Biswajit Dhar,

Ambassador Wu Hongbo

Distinguished guests,

1.

It is a pleasure to be here with you at this important conference
on development cooperation. There has been an intensive
dialogue in recent years, involving governments, NGOs and
academia of both developed and developing countries, on the
conceptualization, delivery mechanisms and evaluation of various
forms of development assistance. Much of this dialogue has
concentrated on bridging the divide between North-South and
South-South engagements. Surprisingly, there is not quite as
much vibrancy in exchanges of perspectives between developing
countries — the countries of the South — on the impact of their
development cooperation strategies and institutions and on their
approach to the ongoing debate on the global development
agenda. | welcome this opportunity to share with you our
perspective on some of these issues. We look forward to hearing
from you over the next two days.

In the last decade or so, the range and quantum of South-South
cooperation has expanded significantly. This trend has paralleled
disturbing signs of what could be described as a slackening of
donor enthusiasm in developed countries, in the background of
difficult global economic conditions. It has also inspired spirited
multilateral discussions on harmonizing the traditional frameworks
of North-South cooperation with the emerging patterns of South-
South developmental partnerships. These discussions have
focussed on evolution of universal norms for identification, delivery
and evaluation of all development assistance — North-South and
South-South. They have raised important questions about values,
motivations and desirable outcomes. There is, however, a
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pervasive sentiment among countries of the South that they do
not factor in sufficiently the underlying premises of South-South
cooperation, the circumstances in which it developed and its
unique character.

3. I will outline India’s experience to illustrate this point. From the
time of our emergence as a free nation, we recognized the
importance of human resource capacity building as a requirement
for economic growth and independent policy making. This
recognition informed the course of our cooperation with other
developing countries with whom we shared the aspiration of
eradicating poverty and under development. The Indian Technical
and Economic Assistance programme, ITEC, was launched in
1964 with the objective of sharing our knowledge and skills with
fellow developing countries. Over nearly five decades, ITEC and
its sister initiatives, the Special Commonwealth Assistance for
Africa Programme (SCAAP) and the Technical Cooperation
Scheme of Colombo Plan, have contributed substantially to
capacity building in many parts of the world. Last year, nearly
9,000 civilians from 161 countries attended training courses in
diverse disciplines, conducted by 47 Indian institutions. We offer
2300 scholarships annually for degree courses in Indian
universities. In addition, we run special courses at the request of
countries or regions on specialized subjects such as election
management, WTO studies, parliamentary practices and public-
private partnerships. At the India-Africa Forum Summits in 2008
and 2011, we committed to establishing about 100 institutions in
different African countries to strengthen capacities at the pan-
African, regional and bilateral levels. We depute experts abroad
to share expertise in areas like information technology, auditing,
pharmacology, public administration and textiles research.

4, The core idea is to share the lessons we have learnt and continue
to learn, with other countries traversing the same path towards
development. This is the spirit in which illiterate grandmothers
from various countries are trained in a remote village in Rajasthan,
so that they can carry back solar electrification technologies to
their remote villages in Africa, Central America, Asia or the Pacific
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Islands. The NGO SEWA — Self Employed Women'’s Association
— similarly contributes to women’s empowerment in rural
Afghanistan through livelihood generating programmes. An earlier
example is from our agricultural Green Revolution, when we
shared with Vietnam our research on high-yielding rice varieties
through exchanges of scientists and the establishment of a Rice
Research Institute in southern Vietham. Today, Vietnam is a major
rice exporter and in fact competes with India in world markets.

In their structure and diversity, such programmes do not have
many parallels in traditional North-South cooperation. Perhaps
the best tribute to their efficacy is the fact that a number of donor
agencies and multilateral developmental organizations are now
building such socioeconomic development programmes and
training in Indian institutions into their aid programmes for countries
in Africa and Southeast Asia.

Over the years, we have considerably expanded our development
cooperation portfolio through grant assistance to Afghanistan,
Bangladesh, Bhutan, Maldives, Myanmar, Nepal and Sri Lanka
for projects in infrastructure, hydroelectricity, power transmission,
and other sectors identified by the host government as priority
areas for their development. Another strand has been
concessional Lines of Credit. Over the last decade or so, over
150 Lines of Credit totalling over US$ 9.5 billion have been
allocated, financing a wide range of projects from drinking water
schemes to power plants to technology parks and railway
infrastructure in developing countries in Africa and elsewhere.

In all these strands of development assistance, our underlying
philosophy remains that which underpins South-South
cooperation. Our engagement is demand-driven and responds
to the developmental priorities of our partner countries. We do
not attach conditionalities, we do not prescribe policies and we
do not challenge national sovereignty. We promote a mutually
beneficial exchange of development experiences and resources.

Itis a well-established truism that South-South cooperation is on
an entirely different footing from North-South cooperation in
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11.

inspiration, implementation and impact. There is an acknowledged
historical context to Official Development Assistance (ODA),
which distinguishes North-South Cooperation from South-South
Cooperation. The focus on South-South cooperation in the
prevailing international discourse on aid architecture increasingly
glosses over this fact. It conveniently overlooks the reality that
developing countries even the so called emerging economies
continue to confront major economic challenges of their own,
exacerbated by the current global economic situation, which place
an inherent limitation on their capacity to contribute to international
development cooperation. The assistance which developing
countries offer to other developing countries should therefore
continue to remain voluntary and free from externally imposed
norms drawn from North-South Cooperation. Simply put, whereas
North-South cooperation is a historic responsibility, South-South
cooperation is a voluntary partnership. The fact that the traditional
donor community often underplays this distinction does not
diminish its validity.

In the present global realities, it is self-evident that while South-
South Cooperation supplements North-South Cooperation, it is
not yet in a position to replace it in any significant measure. The
North-South engagement leads the aid process and should
continue to do so.

The importance of ODA should not be allowed to be diluted. In
fact, the present predicament of many developing countries —
facing contracting capital flows, economic slowdown and fiscal
difficulties — makes their need for enhanced ODA even more
critical than before. It is therefore a matter of great satisfaction
that several donors have come forward to declare their continued
commitment to their 1970 UNGA pledge of achieving an ODA
level of 0.7 per cent of their GNP. Japan, Germany, Australia
and UK have targeted attainment of this goal by 2015.

These are perspectives that should continue to feed into the
important on-going discussions on the post-2015 Development
Agenda, which seek to identify the key international development
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priorities and to define a template for global cooperation in the
coming decade and beyond. We should resist excessive
emphasis being placed on South-South Cooperation as a crucial
pillar of the Agenda. We should reinforce the argument that while
South-South Cooperation and the voluntary efforts of developing
countries such as India would continue to play an important role,
it would be a travesty to project them as the principal new
component of a redefined Global Partnership for the new Agenda.
South-South Cooperation has to be accompanied by a significant
enhancement of North-South aid flows, not their diminution.

In this context, we were disappointed with the content of the
recently released Bali Communiqué of the UN Secretary General's
High Level Panel on the post-2015 Development Agenda. It is
quite astonishing that, even as the crucial importance of ODA for
many developing countries is being reiterated at various high-
level fora, this document does not contain a single mention of
ODA. We need to register the note of caution that If the
recommendations of the Panel are to make a meaningful
contribution to evolving a new Development Agenda, they should
reflect in equal measure the concerns of both the developing and
the developed world. We should be careful not to dissipate the
political consensus reached in the Rio+20 Outcome.

The Fourth High Level Forum on Aid Effectiveness at Busan in
2011 encouraged increased efforts to support effective
development cooperation, and noted that South-South efforts
could be accommodated within the envisaged Global Partnership
for Effective Development Cooperation, but on a voluntary basis.
Without doubt, there is scope for an exchange of learning between
the North-South and South-South models. There are concepts
and practices that the South can absorb from the North-South
engagement. Equally, the North can draw from the outlook and
methodology that the South applies to its development
partnership. A sustainable Global Partnership on Development
Cooperation can only be built from a harmonious synthesis of
the two models.
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There is apprehension in some quarters that efforts to establish
a Global Partnership are being directed at centralizing the
monitoring and evaluation of developmental assistance flows and
encouraging their convergence at the recipient level. If it is
pursued in a clinical manner, such an approach would dilute the
richness and diversity of development experience-sharing
between developing countries. We need an informed debate on
this aspect.

| believe that more regular and sustained interactions among the
countries of the South will facilitate a crystallization of their
approach to all these aspects of the global development
cooperation debate. A culture of consultations and more effective
experience-sharing between our development cooperation
institutions will enhance our ability to feed Southern perspectives
more effectively into the global dialogue.

| am sure that this Conference will make a valuable contribution
to this process. We have a broad spectrum of Southern providers
and recipients of development assistance, and the welcome
involvement of the UN Department of Economic and Social Affairs
at the level of Under Secretary General Wu Hongbo, | hope this
Conference will address these issues in depth and emerge with
some consensus on the major preoccupations of developing
countries in the emerging global development environment. | wish
you all success in this endeavour.

Thank you

L 2K SR N S J
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021. Speech of Finance Minister P . Chidamabarm on “The Rise
of the East: Implications for the Global Economy” Delivered
at South Asia Institute and Mahendra Centre at the Harvard
University.

Boston, April 17,2013.

“It is a great pleasure to be back in the grounds of Harvard University
and a great honour to be invited to speak by institutions that are part of
Harvard University and the Massachusetts Institute of Technology,
including my alma mater, the Harvard Business School. Last time too |
spoke at the Harvard Business School and | feared that they may just
say ‘Once is enough’. | thank the South Asian Institute and Mahendra
Humanities Center at the Harvard University for the opportunity.

Oh, East is East and West is West, and never the twain shall meet.
“Thus, in the year 1889, wrote Kipling in his famous Ballad of East and
West. Little did he know that globalization was only less than a hundred
years away.

The rise of once-upon-a-time poor countries has been the central
economic story of our time. More than the growth, it is the pace of the
growth that tells a more fascinating story. It took Britain 150 years, after
the Industrial Revolution, to double its economic output per person. The
United States, the emerging market of its time, took 50 years to do so in
its period of fast development. When China and India began their period
of high growth in recent decades, they took 12 and 16 years, respectively,
to double per capita GDP. And while Britain and United States embarked
on their take-off with a population of 10 million, China and India started
out with a population of a billion or so each. So, in terms of force, as a
McKinsey report on emerging markets suggests, the two leading emerging
economies in the East are experiencing roughly 10 times the economic
acceleration of the Industrial Revolution at 100 times the scale.

In 2012, at market exchange rates, emerging economies accounted for
38 percent of world GDP and 61 percent of world growth. The
transformation in world trade has been of a similar magnitude. At
purchasing power parity, emerging markets accounted for 80 percent of
world growth, with China accounting for 35 percent and India accounting
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for 10 percent. If you are a businessperson looking for growth and new
markets, you have to look East (and perhaps South).

Another way to see this is to look at market shares. Emerging markets
have over three quarter of the world’s market share in steel consumption,
cell phones, and foreign exchange reserves. They account for more
than one-half of the motor vehicles sold, with China overtaking the United
States as the largest car market in the world. They account for more
than one-half of global investment. While China’s investment story has
been much commented upon, India’s is just starting out.

Before examining the consequences of this shift in economic power, it
might be useful to note that the East is recovering from a long growth
recession lasting nearly 250 years. As Angus Maddison of the University
of Groningen has noted, India was the largest economy in the world in
the early 1700s, before the onset of the Industrial Revolution, with China
close behind. India’s goods were sold around the world, though not
always welcomed. After all, it was only a few miles from here that tea
from the East, transported by the British East India Company, was
unceremoniously dumped in Boston Harbour 240 years ago. Of course,
we respect the sentiment that led you to do it, but hope you will not do it
again. Fish do not drink tea and it would be a waste of good Darjeeling.

Going forward, China and India will continue to be drivers of world growth,
with China growing at 8-8.5 percent and India at 6.1-6.7% between 2013
and 2014. ASEAN-4 (Indonesia, Malaysia, Philippines and Thailand) is
also projected to grow at more than 5.5 percent. China is reported to
have already overtaken the United States in economic size (measured
by real per capita GDP in purchasing power parity terms) by 2012-13.

| do not wish to numb you with numbers. But let me mention one other
well-known difference between a number of emerging markets and
industrial countries: it is the demographics. A lot of the growth in the
East is still to come as it reaps its demographic dividend. For instance,
India’s share of the working age population will continue to rise. Nearly
one-half the additions to the Indian labour force over the period 2011-30
will be in the age group 30-49, even while the share of this group in
advanced countries will decline. This means greater production, savings
and investment in India as the demographic dividend is reaped.
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So what do these changes in the locus of global demand mean? Before
| turn to that, let me first say that not all the patterns we had seen emerge
in global savings and investment, before the global financial crisis of
2008, were sustainable. Indeed, the financial crisis could be seen as
evidence that the imbalances that were building up were unsustainable.

Simply put, the industrial world, even as its population was ageing and
as promised entitlements were becoming due, increased spending, and
financed the spending with huge amounts of debt. Many emerging
markets built up substantial trade surpluses as they gleefully catered to
industrial countries’ demand. And, ironically, they financed industrial
countries’ consumption by investing their savings in industrial countries’
paper.

This served both industrial countries and emerging markets while it lasted.
For industrial countries, strong consumption growth papered over looming
fiscal problems. Emerging markets too benefited as net exports grew .
But it could not last. Sovereign debt, bank debt, and household debt in
the industrial world increased to the point that investors were reluctant
to buy more paper. Hence, the industrial world is being forced into
austerity.

Emerging markets too have not been immune to the resulting slowdown.
Even though, unlike other emerging markets, India has been a net importer
of goods and capital, it too has become more open over this period — the
sum of Indian goods and services traded exceeded 55 percent of GDP
in 2011-12. The slowdown in industrial countries has affected India,
especially exports.

Ladies and gentlemen, the world has to adjust. Industrial countries have

to save more while emerging markets have to spend more. Such an
adjustment will help industrial countries pay down heavy debt loads,
even while leaving global demand to be supported by the emerging
markets. Of course, the nature of spending will vary across emerging
markets. China probably has to consume more, while India has to invest
more. But as the world moves towards one where consumption and
investment shifts towards the emerging markets, especially in Asia, and
ageing industrial countries will learn to save more, what are the
opportunities and challenges? That is what | want to speak on in the
next fifteen minutes.
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I wish to talk about challenges to corporations, to the location of
investment, to global financing, to social pressures, and to global
governance that will come about from these momentous changes. Start
first with corporations around the world. As demand from emerging
markets accounts for not just the bulk of a multinational company’s growth
but also the majority of its sales, it will have to make changes. Products
must now be designed for the emerging markets rather than designed
for industrial countries. Who would have imagined that buying a burger
at McDonalds could mean getting an aloo tikka - or potato - burger?
Shift in demand will require big changes in the mindset of the product
designers as well as changes in the location of decision making.

Some industrial country firms have managed the transition. For instance,
it may interest you to note French luxury brand Hermes’ foray into saris.
The patterns for these saris are based on the popular Hermes scarves,
which in turn, interestingly, were inspired by Indian design (Financial
Times, October 7, 2011). In another interesting twist, a Spanish porcelain
manufacturer now has an entire range of Buddhist and Hindu deities,
including several fascinating interpretations of the popular elephant-
headed Hindu god Ganesha and images of Kwan Yin, a goddess of
compassion revered in Buddhism, Taoism and Confucianism.

Such changes require corporations to restructure their decision making.
After all, it is easy for fashion decisions to be made in New York when
the primary wearers of the fashion are promenading outside the store
windows on Fifth Avenue. But what if they are 10,000 miles away? Can
you make product decisions at long distance? Or do you have to shift
headquarters to Shanghai or Hong Kong, as global bank HSBC has
done?

Emerging market companies understand local needs better. Consider
frugal engineering, an entirely new way of designing, engineering, and
delivering products cheaply so that they can cater to the enormous
number of people making a few dollars a day. To produce innovative
frugal products, emerging market firms know they need the design
capabilities and technologies possessed by industrial country companies
as well as the scale from catering to global markets. Indeed, while the
number of majority acquisitions increased globally by 6 percent,
acquisitions of industrial country companies by emerging market firms
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grew at an annual rate of 26 percent. India, Malaysia, and China, account
for more than half of the M&A deals, with India spearheading the
acquisitions market.

What | find interesting is the extent to which these companies have gone
global. The UNCTAD calculates a trans-nationality index based on the
average of foreign assets to total assets, foreign sales to total sales,
and foreign employment to total employment. In this, Hutchison has a
whopping score of 80.8 percent, TATA Steel 64.5 percent and Singapore
Telecom 64.3 percent. In comparison General Electric has a score 59.7
percent, Toyota Motor Corporation 52.1 percent and Exxon Mobil 66
percent. That is, some of the new eastern multi-national companies are
actually more global than established global giants. Tatas is the largest
private sector employer in the U. K. today.

Let me turn to investment. The shift in activity will create enormous new
investments, not just in China but elsewhere too. As one example of
what is likely, the Delhi Mumbai Industrial Corridor, a project with
Japanese collaboration entailing over $ 90 billion in investment, will link
Delhi to Mumbali’s ports, covering an overall length of 1483 km and
passing through six States. This project will have nine mega industrial
zones, high speed freight lines, three ports, six airports, a six-lane
intersection-free expressway connecting the country’s political and
financial capitals, and a 4000 MW power plant.

India saves a lot — the savings rate at its lowest in recent years was
about 30 percent of GDP. But India’s savings fall short of its investment
needs. Moreover, India needs intelligent risk capital that will ensure that
investments are monitored and brought to fruition. And India needs long
term patient capital that is willing to collect a return over many years.

Industrial countries, with their ageing populations, would seem to have a
matching need — a need, as they increase their savings, to see them
invested in attractive long term instruments producing adequate returns.
There is a perfect match here provided both sides work at reducing
barriers. We constantly hear of moves in industrial countries to engage
in financial protectionism, to keep savings at home in order to finance
overextended industrial country governments. Any move in this direction
would be terribly misguided.
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At the same time, emerging markets have to increase the comfort level
of international investors, to improve their sense that their capital is well
protected. After all, why would they invest over the long term if their
capital can be expropriated by a change in laws or by the whims of the
government? The best guarantor of investment protection is a stable
and democratic political structure, a belief in the rule of law, and a
transparent and independent legal system. India has all three. So have
many other emerging markets.

The rise of the East may also be contributing to social tensions.
Historically, advanced industrial economies have adapted by creating
new jobs and endowing their workers with the skills to do those jobs. But
the pace with which the East has grown may have reduced the time
companies and workers in industrial countries have had to adapt. The
high levels of persistent unemployment in industrial countries may reflect,
in part, the lack of such adaptation. This is creating new problems. How
will the West deal with a 55 year old auto worker who is too old to learn
a new trade but too young to retire? How will advanced industrial countries
find people for the jobs that are vacated by retiring workers if their fertility
rates fall below the replacement rate? The answers will determine the
character of such societies in the years to come. The wrong answer is
to blame immigration, trade or technological progress. The right answer
will be to harness these forces to provide the remedies.

Emerging markets too have their problems of adaptation. Some sections
of their people are already in the post-industrial society that we see around
us here in Cambridge. They live in gated communities, travel to air-
conditioned offices in air-conditioned cars, invest in equal proportions at
home and abroad, consume as much as their peers in industrial
economies, and believe naively that they have shut out the heat and the
dust and the pain and the suffering of the emerging market. But
governments cannot ignore the growing disparity between these winners
in the process of globalization and the masses, the majority of whom in
a country like India are still dependent on agriculture or low paying casual
jobs. Inclusive growth is not an option for India , it is an imperative.

In my view, a good, decent job is the best form of inclusion. So, India’s
efforts have been focused on trying to enable the poor to obtain better
nutrition and health, education and skills, and financing, that will allow
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them to secure good livelihoods. In this regard, India is in the middle of a
massive effort to empower the poor through a system of rights-based
entitlements including the right to information, the right to education, the
right to medical care, and the right to food. Inclusive growth will enable
India to have a fairer, and in many ways more stable, society.

Let me turn finally to the geo-political implications of the rise of the East.
As the people in the East look for houses, cars and bikes, and washing
machines, it will create enormous demands for resources; it will entail
higher expenditure; and it will present severe challenges to the
environment. Our planet, given current mitigation technologies, will not
allow all of us to enjoy the lifestyles of the rich countries — there is an
overall budget constraint imposed by the environment. Of course,
technologies will improve, but for now sustainable development will
require all of us to adapt.

I do not want to dwell on what needs to be done. But | think environmental
sustainability adds to the range of economic issues on which we need
global dialogue and global co-operation. And, | am afraid, the quality of
that dialogue, and the degree of co-operation, has, so far, been deficient.

In part, this is a consequence of the rapid rise of the East. Global
multilateral organizations were set up to deal with a set of problems based
on an agenda and a framework set by the industrial countries. The
problems have changed, the players are different, and their relative
importance has altered significantly, but the organizations, the agenda
setting, and the lens through which solutions are devised have not
changed enough.

Even as the old great powers still dominate the multilateral organizations,
thus causing emerging markets to remain silent or sullen, new structures
like the G-20 are yet to find traction. There is a vacuum in global economic
policy discussion that can prove dangerous as the shift in economic
power creates new frictions. Perhaps we need new multilateral institutions,
institutions set up for the post-financial crisis era that are not compromised
by the legacy and the power structures of the past. A real concern is
that the old great powers do not feel the need for change because they
know the emerging markets do not have common goals and can be
easily divided. But denying emerging markets real power will be very
shortsighted.
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Let me also acknowledge that there is the potential for tension within the
countries of the East, as competition for resources and markets
increases. In recent months we have seen talk of conflict over islands,
underwater resources, or even water itself. We need to work collectively
to reduce these tensions and to ensure that trade, investment, and mutual
gain trumps narrow self interest.

Finally, as the East grows in economic strength, it will need the intellectual
heft to provide the solutions to the myriad problems that will arise.
Speaking as an Indian, let me say our universities are growing in strength.
But great institutions of learning like Harvard University can play an
important role: by teaching our youth, by training our teachers, and by
engaging in intellectual dialogue that will strengthen mutual understanding.

Let me end by saying that the rise of the East is not, and should not be
seen as, a threat to the West. Properly managed, it can result in enormous
gain for all and a true meeting of civilizations. Perhaps the third line of
Kipling’'s poem will in fact come true: “But there is neither East nor West,
Border, nor Breed, nor Birth.” It is with that hope that | leave you today.
And | thank you for your kindness and patience.

L 2K R NN J J

022. Speech of the Prime Minister at the Inaugural Session of
the 46th AGM of the Asian Development Bank.

New Delhi, May 4, 2013.

“On behalf of the Government and people of India, | warmly welcome
you all to the 46th Annual Meeting of the Board of Governors of the
Asian Development Bank. | also congratulate President Nakao on his
election as the President of ADB. Let me also place on record not only
India’s but the entire region’s sincere appreciation of the role that the
ADB'’s former President Haruhiko Kuroda played in guiding the ADB
over the past eight years.

After centuries of stagnation and deprivation, Asia is once again regaining
its primacy in the global economy. For almost half a century, the ADB
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has been a trusted partner of the Asia Pacific region in general and the
developing member countries in particular in this very exciting journey.
You have an even more important role to play in the times to come and |
wish you all the very best.

The 21st century is rightly spoken of as the Asian century. In a proper
perspective, this should be seen as a process of resurgence, of Asia
regaining the position it had on the global stage some 250 years ago.
The rapid modernization and expansion of Asian economies is
acknowledged as one of the most dramatic developments in the economic
history of the world. This process has also pulled out of poverty the
largest number of people ever in the history of human kind. If the current
momentum continues, Asia’s share in the world economy would double
by 2050 and would account for over half of the global GDP.

In 2013 the IMF expects advanced developed economies to grow at
only 1.2% while developing Asia is expected to grow more than five
times faster at 7.1%. The Asian region is expected to play a crucial role
in driving and stabilizing the global recovery process.

The resurgence of Asia is a part of a process where economic power
has been shifting to emerging economies in recent years. At Purchasing
Power Parity, emerging economies accounted for 80% of the world
growth in 2012, with emerging Asia accounting for a majority of it and
China and India accounting for 35% and 10% of world growth respectively.
This trend is only likely to continue in the years to come.

As the world moves towards one where consumption and investment
shift towards emerging markets, especially in Asia, several opportunities
and challenges arise. They include accommodating different models of
growth, ensuring that growth is inclusive and providing Asian countries
with a voice in international fora that is commensurate with the aspirations
and needs of their people. The ADB is uniquely positioned to facilitate
this change and work with governments to make the world order more
inclusive, fair and stable.

While itis true that Asia and the Pacific region, growing at over 8% annually
over two decades, is the most dynamic region of the world, there are still
stark differences across and within countries in this vast region. Though
there has been a significant reduction in poverty in many countries,
inequalities have not fallen, and some social indicators, including the
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extent of malnutrition, have not improved significantly. Deficiencies also
exist in the delivery of public services, health, education, infrastructure
development and the protection of environment. Itis time Asian economies
step-up their efforts to address common challenges by investing
resources in areas that help to empower all sections of our people. The
ADB can play an important role in this regard.

With 1.7 billion people still continuing to live on less than $2 per day
poverty alleviation must indeed remain as the most immediate goal of
public policies in Asia. At the same time there should be a longer-term
view and a vision of an Asia beyond poverty, a vision of shared prosperity.
| hope the ADB will commit itself with renewed vigour to address the
challenges posed by these two different needs of Asia.

High economic growth is essential. But it cannot be an end in itself. The
benefits of rapid growth must necessarily lead to a betterment in the
lives of the common people. Equitable distribution of the fruits of
development requires the pursuit of development through empowerment
of people. This is the key to inclusive growth. Creation of new productive
job opportunities for the growing labour force is the most powerful means
of empowering the people. For this purpose, skill development is the
most potent instrument.

One hears a lot about the demographic dividend that developing Asia
could enjoy in the coming decades. We need effective institutions and
effective policies to make this happen. Adequate investments in sectors
such as health, primary and higher education, skill development, as well
as industrial sectors that can provide gainful employment, are very crucial.
With the limitations of agriculture in absorbing additional labour, high
productivity jobs need to be created in sectors outside agriculture. This
would broaden the base of economic growth and add vibrancy to the
labour market.

Adequate investments in the much needed infrastructure sectors require
timely access to capital. As investments in infrastructure are inherently
long-term, and the private sector continues to be risk averse in many
cases, a concerted global effort towards infrastructure financing and
investment has to be high on the global agenda. This is where Multilateral
and Regional Development Banks come in. As | said at Los Cabos
meeting of the committee of twenty, infrastructure investment in
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developing countries not only lays the foundation for rapid growth in these
countries, but it also provides a good stimulus to the advanced
economies, and promotes global recovery and job creation through a
rebalancing of the global economy. We have expanded the resources of
the IMF enormously in response to the crisis in Europe. We now need to
substantially expand the resource base of Multilateral Development Banks
so that they have the firepower to help developing countries reach their
development potential.

| understand that the level of lending that the ADB can sustain is projected
to come down. At this juncture, ADB should take the initiative to find
innovative ways to channelize global savings into infrastructure projects
in Asia Pacific. ADB’s good rating and technical expertise can be
leveraged to raise resources in domestic and international markets
through appropriate instruments. Pooling investments across various
countries can mitigate risk which can be further reduced through credit
enhancement by the ADB. Moreover, expanding infrastructure financing
and investment through the intermediation of the ADB could help lower
the cost of financing long-term infrastructure projects. | hope the ADB
can consider moving in this direction and propel growth in this vast region.

Regional cooperation and integration among countries in Asia and the
Pacific can play a critical role in accelerating the process of economic
growth, reducing poverty and economic disparities. The importance of
building cross-border infrastructure, of eliminating trade and investment
barriers, and of cooperation including transfer of technology, in regional
public goods such as clean air and energy, energy efficiency,
management of water resources, control of communicable diseases,
and management of natural disasters cannot be over-emphasized. We
believe that promoting regional cooperation is the key mandate of the
agreement that created the ADB and a testament to the sagacity of the
founding fathers of this great institution.

India is a firm believer in the benefits of regional integration and is
committed to promoting it. We stand committed to deep engagement
with the countries of East and Southeast Asia.

India has set itself a et of over 8% annual growth in otwelfth FiveYear
Plan, which runs from 201t® 2017. This is the rate of growth that the country
achieved over the past decadé are initiating measures to spur investment
and to make India more attractive to investors both at home and aW¥fead.
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have taken spes to fast track major infrastructure projects. In recent months,
we have also introduced strong measures to achieve fiscal consolidation.

Both India and thé&DB have a strong commitment to a common agenda in
making the growth processes more inclusive and sustainable. | sincerely believe
that this is not just a social and political imperative, but also a sound economic
underpinning for sustained long term growth. Therefore, we place special
emphasis on livelihood securitfood security healthcare, education, skill
development and on clean and renewableggner

Decentralized governance through the institutions of Panchayati Raj in India
has empowered ordinary citizens and has gone a long way in making them
active participants in processes of developme&wmtay more than 3 million
elected representatives in local governments, almost 40% of them women, are
shaping the development agenda in their communities across India. Similarly
the womenrs self-help group movement today has in its fold more than 30
million women across the countgngaged in various livelihoods, and taking on
newer and more important roles in their communities.

In recent years we have introduced legal entitlements to work, education and
information from public authoritie¥Ve also plan to provide our people a legal
entitlement to food at &drdable costA legislation in this regard is before our
ParliamentWe are also creating the woddaigest electronic identity database
under the programme “Aadhaar” to serve as a basis for citizen identification
and efficient delivery of public services and entitlements. The Direct Benefits
Transfer programme will make it simpler for the beneficiaries to have access
to benefits and will also eliminate corruption and wastage in the delivery of
public services.

Asia today stands on the verge of a momentous transformation. If the potential
of our economies is harnessed fully through appropriate policies and a strategic
vision,Asia will certainly play a far greater role in worldafs and in promoting
global well-being. Each one of thaian countries must find ways and means

of contributing to the fulfillment of this noble vision. | strongly feel that the time
has come for greater cohesion among our economies for building a more
empowered, stable and secure world and for the major development bank in
the region to play a pivotal role in this regard. | wish you all success in your 46th
Annual Geneal Meeting.”

L 2K S R J J
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023. Address made b y the Finance Minister P . Chidambaram
during the Frist Business Session of ADB Annual Meeting
of the Board of Governors at IEML.

Greater NOIDA, May 4, 2013.

Mr. President, Honourable Governors and friends,

It has been a year when we last met at Manila. It is time to look what has
been done and what more is required to be done to continue with the
growth and development of our region.

India took robust stimulus measures to counter the slowdown induced
by the global financial crisis in 2008-09. As a result, the country achieved
a growth rate of 8.6 per cent and 9.3 per cent in 2009-10 and 2010-11,
respectively. However, particularly with demand-supply imbalances in
the food sector, the economy started to show inflationary tendencies.
Growth with macroeconomic stability is the abiding goal of the
government, and appropriate policy measures were initiated to restore
price stability. As a result of such action, annual headline inflation as
measured by the wholesale price index, which had reached an alarming
10 per cent rate in September 2011, came down to 5.96 per cent in
March 2013. However, there was a growth slowdown as well, and the
economy grew by only 6.2 per cent and 5.0 per cent in 2011-12 and
2012-13, respectively.

Government is determined to accelerate the pace of inclusive growth,
while maintaining macroeconomic stability, to achieve its overriding goal
of empowering the people and eradicating poverty. We are committed
to fiscal consolidation. It will reverse the slippages that took place as a
result of the stimulus packages. In 2012-13, the fiscal deficit as a
proportion of GDP is likely to have been about 5.2 and we aim to bring it
down to 3 per cent in 2016-17. This we will achieve by a prudent
combination of revenue enhancement as well as expenditure
rationalization.

We are determined to boost investment — both domestic as well as
foreign. The gross fixed investment rate has declined from 32.9 per
centin 2007-08 to 30.6 per centin 2011-12. Many projects are plagued
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by “last mile” bottlenecks in fuel supply, environment clearance, forest
clearance, and land acquisition. We have set up a Cabinet Committee
on Investment under the chairmanship of the Prime Minister to fast-track
projects, particularly in key sectors such as coal, power, steel and roads.
We have permitted FDI in areas such as multi-brand retail, power
exchanges and aviation . As | am fond of saying, India’s story on
investment is just starting out.

ADB and India

India, as a founder member, is proud of its record of association with
ADB. We have a deep appreciation of ADB as our partner in development.
ADB in India is today engaged in the development of transport & energy
sectors, urban infrastructure, public resource management, integrated
water resource management, khadi reform, and agribusiness
infrastructure. It is active in promoting innovations in infrastructure finance
and building frameworks for public private partnerships. It has expanded
its engagement in low income states and is making meaningful
interventions in capacity building. | am pleased to note that ADB is now
embarking on supporting initiatives in skills development. To take our
engagement with ADB further, let me offer you three broad ideas.

1. Special role for ADB in helping with the development of
economic Cooridor

Government of India has been emphasizing the development of economic
corridors, including industrial corridors and freight corridors, as a means
of integrating and connecting centers of production and demand, and
creating income opportunities all along their paths. A coordinated
approach to economic corridors transforms not only cities and towns,
but also the rural hinterland.

The Delhi-Mumbai Industrial Corridor (DMIC) is India’s most ambitious
infrastructure program. In addition to the DMIC, other important economic
corridors being developed are Chennai-Bengaluru and Mumbai-
Bengaluru corridors.

Developing economic corridors that connect lagging states to
economically dynamic states holds considerable potential for achieving
high and inclusive growth. We invite ADB to carry out an in-depth
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exploration of how it could employ its expertise in energy, logistics, urban,
and skills development around a few such economic corridors.

In order to realize their full potential, these economic corridors should
also be part of broader regional economic corridors and regional
integration efforts. ADB can not only partner in these efforts but also
actively pursue the potential of a corridor linking India, Bangladesh,
Myanmar, ASEAN and People’s Republic of China.

2. Role for ADB in developing special financing vehicles to
support infrastructure and utilities projects

Our estimates show that over the 12th Plan period spanning fiscal years
2012-2017, India will need around $1 trillion of investment in infrastructure,
of which around 48% will have to come from the private sector. A
fundamental challenge in infrastructure development lies in funding the
needed investments.

We would like to see ADB support the development of innovative special
financing vehicles to support the expansion of infrastructure finance. In
doing so, ADB must build upon its recently approved innovative project
- supporting credit enhancement of infrastructure project bonds so as to
enable infrastructure developers to tap the vast resources available with
insurance firms and pension funds. More specifically, ADB could explore
credit enhancements for road funds and municipal bond issuances in
order to expand the finance available for transportation and urban
infrastructure, respectively.

3. A push on RCI—with a special role for ADB via SASEC

India is committed to the goal of regional integration and recognizes how
least integrated South Asia is in terms of this metric. Given the focus of
Strategy 2020 on regional cooperation, and ADB’s expertise in
infrastructure as well as regional cooperation, we welcome ADB’s
intensive engagement in promotion of regional cooperation by bringing
together participating countries under South Asia Subregional Economic
Cooperation (SASEC) to design initiatives in three priority areas: (i)
Transport; (i) Trade Facilitation; and (iii) Energy. However, to give a
push to its regional cooperation initiatives, ADB should ensure that the
funds for the regional projects are given to the participating countries as
an additionality, over and above the country support programme.
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With ADB actively reengaging with Myanmar, the scope for reaping
enormous gains by linking South Asia to South East Asia stare at our
face and ADB should mobilize itself fully for realizing the gains.

Let me conclude by expressing my confidence that the Asia and Pacific
region can meet the challenges ahead and continue to grow toward
greater prosperity and opportunity. | would like to place on record our
appreciation of ADB for giving us the opportunity to host 46" Annual
General meeting. | hope you are enjoying your stay here and take back
some cherished memories.

L 2B R NN JEN J

024. Closing Address by the Chair, Board of Governors and
Alternate Governor for India Dr. Arvind Mayaram, Secretary,
Department of Economic Affairs during the concluding
Business Session of 46th ADB Annual Meeting of Board
of Governors.

New Delhi, May 5, 2013.

Distinguished Governors,
President ADB,
Ladies and gentlemen:

The 46™ Annual Meeting of the Asian Development Bank now draws to
a close. On behalf of the Government of India, | would like to express
my sincere gratitude to fellow Governors, ADB President, Management
and staff, and all the participants for their cooperation and contribution to
the success of this annual meeting. | am also grateful to the Governors
of Georgia and Switzerland, for their assistance as Vice Chairs. | would
also like to thank the meeting secretariat for their hard work in making
this annual event a success.

It has been four days of lively discussion, and | am gratified that we
emerge from our deliberations with a broad-based consensus on ADB'’s
continuing key role in the development of Asia and the Pacific. | believe
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the meeting provided an excellent opportunity to exchange views on
pressing agenda items. We covered many development issues, including
poverty reduction, and had lively discussions on the future direction of
ADB.

The theme of this Annual Meeting Development through Empowerment
has been very topical. It is engaging the attention of all the developing
countries. This is also the secret key to inclusive growth. Looking to the
future, it will be more important than ever to ensure that growth is
economically, socially and environmentally sustainable and inclusive.
ADB has the experience and the expertise to make a significant
contribution to achieving this objective and making Asia and the Pacific
a model for other regions of the world.

Finally, I would like to call on all of us — ADB’s members and shareholders

— to continue working together to support ADB. By doing so, we can all

make a lasting contribution to development that improves the living
standards of the Asia-Pacific’s poorest citizens. | take this opportunity

to welcome the new Chair of the Board of Governors, Mr. Yerbolat
Dossayev, the Governor for Kazakhstan. | am sure he will guide ADB to

fulfill its commitment to the region with renewed vigour. We look forward

to another fruitful meeting next year in Astana.

| trust that your stay in National Capital Region of Delhi has been a happy
experience while giving you the chance to hold fruitful discussions. Thank you
all for being a part of this occasion and for your valuable contributions. | wish
you a safe and pleasant journey back home.

Thank you.
¢ ¢ ¢ ¢
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025. India welcomes decision of the Arctic Council admitting it
as an Observer State.

New Delhi, May 15, 2013.

In response to a media query on the India being admitted as an Observer
State of the Arctic Council, the Official Spokesperson said:

"We welcome this consensus decision admitting India as an Observer
State of the Arctic Council and affirm our commitment to contribute our
proven scientific expertise, particularly in polar research capabilities, to
the work of the Arctic Council and to support its objectives."

L 2B R NN JEN J

026. Press Release of the Ministry of External Affairs on the
meeting of Officials of the Ministry of External Affairs with
the Export promotion Councils and Business Chambers.

New Delhi, May 16, 2013.

Shri Pinak Ranjan Chakravarty, Secretary (Economic Relations) held a
meeting with various Export Promotion Councils (EPCs) and Apex
Business Chambers namely, FICCI, Cll, ASSOCHAM and PHD
Chamber of Commerce on 15.5.2013. The meeting, convened by the
Ministry of External Affairs was attended by representatives of 26 Export
Promotion Councils and the 4 business chambers. It follows an earlier
meeting chaired by Shri Ranjan Mathai, Foreign Secretary in February

* Media reports said that India's bid for observer status in the Arctic Council succeeded
along with that of five other countries - China, Italy, Japan, South Korea and Singapore
- at a meeting in Kiruna, Sweden. At the level of real politik, India will be looking at the
opportunities for hydrocarbon exploration offered in the Arctic circle by joining hands
with either of the five countries gearing up for the purpose - the US, Canada, Norway,
Russia and Denmark. When geography is considered Russia emerges as the most
attractive partner. But for that to happen, India will have to take a firm political stand on
the Lomonosov Ridge and the Mendeleev Ridge which Russia claims are an extension
of its continental shelf. By supporting Moscow's position, India could get access to the
rich deposits and also utilise the North Sea Route. Officially, India maintained that its
approach will be solely scientific.
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2013, wherein it had been decided that regular meetings would be held
with the business chambers and other entities to identify focus areas for
trade and investments.

The meeting tried to identify the possible thrust regions and products for
undertaking export promotion activities. Export Promotion Councils gave
recommendations and suggestions on the kind of activities which could
be carried out by the Missions. Providing market intelligence was one
area in which missions’ assistance was found useful and this could be
further strengthened. The possibility of investment promotion and
business development in the two key sectors of pharmaceuticals and
electronics was discussed. In this context, the main features and
incentives under the National Manufacturing Policy and the National
Electronics Policy were also outlined. The Export Promotion Councils
identified certain areas and countries, which in their view, could be
concentrated upon for market expansion activities. These included
markets of Latin America, Eastern Europe, East Asia and South East
Asia. The representatives of EPCs indicated some of the problems being
faced by them in different sectors. The participants were assured that
their suggestions would be looked into and conveyed to Indian Missions
abroad, where necessary.

The Ministry of External Affairs intends to try and draw a roadmap for
Indian Missions abroad in the identified core areas of export and
investment so that all export promotion activities have a certain focus
and are result oriented. It was also agreed that regular meetings on
investments, exports and sectoral issues would be held by the Ministry
so that these interactions are dynamic and lead to substantial outcomes.

L 2B N NN JEN 4
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027. Press Release of the Ministry of External Affairs on the
election of Roberto Carvalho de Azevédo for the post of
Director General, WTO.

New Delhi, May 17, 2013.

India welcomes the election of Ambassador Roberto Carvalho de
Azevédo of the Federative Republic of Brazil for the post of Director
General, WTO.

India supports a fair and rule-based multilateral trading system and has
remained actively engaged in the discussions in WTO and in other
multilateral forums including G-20, G-33, etc. to ensure that the interests
of developing countries are protected. India hopes that the vast
experience in the matters in the remit of WTO which Ambassador
Azevédo brings, would help break the impasse in the Doha Round as
well as strengthen the WTO.

India and Brazil are committed to creating an enabling international order
conducive to alleviation of hunger and poverty and social development.
Both our countries are working closely in various multilateral forums
including BRICS, IBSA, G20 and others on reform of global political and
economic governance. In this context, election of the Brazilian candidate
for the post of Director General WTO assumes salience.

India will work closely with the new Director General and with other
developing countries for the forthcoming 9th WTO Ministerial Conference
in December 2013 for a balanced package with adequate outcomes for
the developing countries, Lest Developed Countries and the Small
Vulnerable Economies.

L 2K S NN J 2



134 INDIA’S FOREIGN RELATIONS-2013

028. Prime Minister’ s speec h on the occasion of the release of
the ‘Report to the People’.

New Delhi, May 22, 2013.

“This Report to the People which we are going to release in a few
moments is last before the next general elections. Next year, we will
report to our people directly, seeking a renewed mandate. It is only
appropriate that this year we take a longer term perspective and report
to our people on what we have been able to achieve in these past nine
years. Before | proceed further, | would like to place on record our deep
sense of gratitude to Chairperson, UPA, Smt. Sonia Gandhiji whose
inspiring leadership has made these achievements possible.

A detailed review of government programmes is contained in the Report
and | urge all of you, especially the media, to read it fully. Let me focus
today on four key achievements: one, the improved performance of the
economy; two, making the growth process more inclusive; three, delivery
of better governance and better delivery of welfare and development
programmes; and, four, improved relations with a changing and
challenging world.

Friends, we can legitimately claim, and with pride, that the UPA
Government has taken our country forward on all these four fronts in the
nine years. We have journeyed many miles, though we know we have
more miles to travel.

Let me begin with growth. Faster growth is necessary to provide
expanding opportunities to our young people and to generate revenues
to support inclusiveness programmes. It is true that growth slowed down
to 5 percent in 2012-13, but this was also a global phenomenon. GDP
actually declined in the Eurozone. It grew very slowly in Japan and the
U.S. It slowed down in China, and also other developing countries.

Last year our economy did slow down, but this slowdown is temporary.
Taking a longer term view, we see that India was among the fastest
growing economies of the world with an average growth rate of 8 percent
in the last nine years, including the years of slower growth. The NDA
Government delivered an average growth of only 5.7 percent during its
six years in office.
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Some of the slow down was due to external factors over which we have
no control. It is also true that domestic problems had also arisen. These
are being addressed. Many large investment projects have been held
up because of various regulatory clearances. A Cabinet Committee on
Investment has been set up to deal with this problem, and this is already
yielding results.

The economic situation is turning around. Inflation is coming under
control. The fiscal deficit is being brought under control. The current
account deficit is high, but we will bring it down gradually.

We are confident that growth in 2013-14 will be better than 2012-13 and
could exceed 6 percent. This will set the stage for trying to achieve the
Twelfth Plan target of 8 percent growth for the five year period. This , |
recognize, will be difficult, but it is notimpossible. We have done it before,
and if we receive a mandate next year, we will certainly achieve it once
again.

Let me now turn to the crucial aspect of inclusiveness.

Many people who are willing to concede that we have done a good job
on growth, question our performance on inclusiveness. This is an
important issue since our stated objective has always been that growth
must be inclusive and must benefit the poor, particularly those in rural
areas. | believe the UPA government has a good record in this dimension
as well.

Agricultural growth is critical for prosperity in rural areas where most of
the poor live. We achieved 3.7 percent growth per year in agriculture
during the Eleventh Plan compared with only 2.4 percent in the Tenth
Plan. We are targeting 4 percent in the Twelfth Plan, and | am confident
we can and we will do it. Our efforts at increasing food grain production
are working as also our efforts to diversify our agriculture. This is the
foundation which allows us to introduce Food Security legislation in
Parliament

Faster agricultural growth, combined with government programmes such
as MGNREGA, and the expanded pace of investment in rural
infrastructure have improved real wages of agricultural labour. Agricultural
wages grew at the rate of 6.8 percent per year in real terms after 2004,
which is six times faster than the rate of growth between 1994 and 2004.
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The impact of our policies on rural prosperity can be seen from the fact
that rural per capita consumption grew at 3.4 percent per year in real
terms after 2004. This is four times faster than the growth rate of 0.85
percent observed in the earlier period.

The percentage of the population below the poverty line has also fallen
much faster after 2004 than in the earlier period. | know many people
feel that the official poverty line was too low, and an expert group has
been set up to revise it. But, the conclusion that the percentage below
the poverty line has fallen faster will apply even if the line is raised,
provided the same line is applied in the base period

Growth has also spread to the erstwhile backward states. The so called
backward states grew much faster in the Eleventh Plan than in earlier
Plans.

Inclusiveness is not just about income and consumption. It also involves
access to essential services such as health and education and skill
development which directly improve the level of living of the weaker
sections and also enable them to participate more fully in the growth
process.

The Report gives a detailed account of the UPA's efforts in these areas
through programmes such as the Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan, the Mid Day
Meal Scheme, the ICDS, The National Rural Health Mission, the Janani
Suraksha Yojana, the Rashtriya Swasthya Bima Yojana, the Skill
Development Mission among others.

| am happy to say that there is progress in all these areas to report.
Primary school enrollment is near universal. Literacy has improved. The
percentage of women accessing institutional deliveries has increased.
Polio has been wiped out.

These are important achievements. Of course public debate often focuses
less on what has been achieved and more on whatever is still to be
done. Where access has been provided, quality is still an issue and we
need to push hard to address these issues satisfactorily. To our critics |
would only say that in many of these areas since the glass was almost
empty when we started, it will take some time before it is really full. The
important point to note is that it is being filled.
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| must emphasise that success in this area depends crucially upon the
states. I should also add that experience varies across states and there
are many states where very good progress is being made.

Let me now turn to the third area | had mentioned — governance and
delivery of programmes. This covers a very wide field. It includes the
assurance of safety and security for every citizen, including especially
women. It includes the assurance that public services will be delivered
upto specified standards and that redress can be demanded when this
does not happen. Itincludes freedom from delays and harassment which
invariably breed graft and corruption and have to be got rid of. Finally, it
includes elimination of corruption in the procurement and allocation
decisions of the government.

These weaknesses in governance erode trust and faith in government
and we cannot, as a people, afford such an outcome. The problems are
not new, nor are they unique to India. Indeed consciousness about these
problems, and the demand to remedy them, has risen all over the world.
This is especially so in democracies. We are the world’s largest
democracy with a very free Press and an increasingly active civil society
movement. These are our strengths. But they do put pressure for early
and decisive action on all these fronts. This sometimes leads to
impatience and hasty judgement.

Problems of governance have to be addressed by both the Centre and
the States. The UPA Government has taken several steps which taken
together are improving governance and accountability. The Right to
Information Act has become a key instrument of empowerment of our
people. They now access information that reveals deficiencies and puts
pressure on the system to take corrective action. We have introduced
the Lokpal Bill, which responds to a very wide demand for a more
independent institution to probe allegations of corruption. We have
introduced a Government Procurement Bill which will make the process
of Government procurements and contracts much more transparent,
thus reducing the opportunities for corruption. We have introduced a
Land Acquisition and Rehabilitation Bill to replace an old and highly unfair
colonial legislation with a new Bill which will be much fairer when enacted
to those whose land is acquired.
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Much is made of problems that arose with the way scarce resources
such as spectrum and mining blocks were allocated in the past and
there have been allegations of deliberate malfeasance. We have
introduced more transparent systems for the future, i.e., auctions rather
than relying on administrative allocations. The problems with past
allocations are being dealt with, as they should be, under the Law of the
land. Allegations of impropriety are being investigated and cases of
wrong doing will be punished. But we can claim credit that the root cause
of the problem, which was the perceived non-transparency in the manner
of allocation, has been addressed and these problems will not arise in
the future.

Improving the quality of governance in a vast nation like ours is a major
challenge. Both the Centre and the States have to act to deal with this
problem. The UPA government has done more in this area than any
other government.

Finally, | come to the fourth area, our relations with the world. More than

two decades ago | said in Parliament that the rise of India as an economic
powerhouse of the world is an idea whose time had come. We have
seen in these past nine years the full implication of that idea as India has
engaged with the international community as the fastest growing
democracy in the world.

Our improving economic performance and the talents of the Indian people
have enabled us to build bridges with both developed and developing
countries. We have deepened our relationship with the United States,
Russia, and Europe. The initiative that we took with the US on civil nuclear
agreement has opened a new chapter in India’s technological
development.

Our Government has taken the lead in India’s active participation in the
Asian community building process. India is today warmly welcomed to
almost every important Asian and Asia-Pacific forum. India has increased
its economic and security engagement with the Indian Ocean and the
Indo-Pacific region. We have strengthened our economic and defence
relations with countries of West Asia and the Middle East and of East
and South-east Asia.

In our immediate neighbourhood we have been able to manage some
very difficult challenges to our bilateral relationships. Relations with China
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are showing our ability to manage difficult issues while working together
in areas of convergence. | can say with some satisfaction that we have
placed the South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation on firmer
foundations. We have increased regional economic cooperation all around
the Indian sub-continent.

What message does this experience of the past nine years convey to
our young people who are about to enter their working life and have
therefore high expectations?

The central message is that the UPA Government is working to realise
your dream of an economically resurgent and socially just India. An India
in which every citizen can expect to live a life of security and dignity with
every opportunity to develop their own capacity to participate in and
benefit from one of the great historical transformations that will take place
over the next twenty years; the re-emergence of India as a major
economic player in Asia and the World. This re-emergence will involve
many transformations. It will involve transformations in the way
government functions, shifts from agriculture to non agriculture, a rapid
expansion in the manufacturing sector, a revolution in information and
communications technology which will change both government and
business processes, an expansion in the population in urban areas and
a corresponding transformation in the way urban governments work and
function.

It is, | submit to this august audience, an exciting transformation which
will generate many strains and strains. Under the inspiring leadership of
Shrimati Sonia Gandhi, the UPA Government is determined to bring about
this transformation in a way in which all our people will benefit and
participate.”

L 2K R NN J J
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029. Press Rele ase of the Ministry of Defence on the foundation
stone laying ceremony of the Indian National Defence
University.

New Delhi, May 23, 2014.

The Prime MinisterDr.Manmohan Singh today in an impressive function
laid the foundation stone for the Indian National Defence University (INDU)
at Binola, Gurgaon in Haryana.

The event was attended among others by the Governor of Haryana Shri
JagannathPahadia, Defence Minister Shri AK Antony, Minister of
External Affairs Shri Salman Khurshid, Minister of Social Justice and
EmpowermentMs.SeljaKumari, Minister of State for Defence Shri Jitendra
Singh, Chief Minister of Haryana Shri Bhupinder Singh Hooda and the
three Services Chiefs.

The proposed Indian National Defence University spread over more than
two hundred acres of land which will be fully functional in 2018 will be set
up as a fully autonomous institution to be constituted under an Act of
Parliament. While the President of India would act as the Visitor, the
Defence Minister will be its Chancellor.

It may be recalled that after the Kargil conflict, the government had set
up a Review Committee, headed by eminent strategic expert K
Subrahmanyam, which had recommended the establishment of a
university to exclusively deal with defence and strategic matters. The
aim of INDU would be to provide military leadership and other concerned
civilian officials knowledge based higher education for management of
the defence of India, and keeping them abreast with emerging security
challenges through scholarly research & training. The INDU would
develop and propagate higher education in Defence Studies, Defence
Management, Defence Science and Technology and promote policy
oriented research related to National Defence.

The think tanks of the University would provide inputs for policy
formulation. The university would prepare officers for high level
leadership, Staff & Policy responsibilities. National College of Defence
Studies (NCDS), Indian Institute of Defence Technology (IIDT), Indian
Institute of Defence Management (IIDM) and Defence Institute of Distance
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& Open Learning (DIDOL) would be the constituent colleges and
institutions of the INDU.

L 2K R NN J J

030. Speech of the Prime Minister at the Foundation Stone
Laying Ceremony for the Indian National Defence University
at Gurgaon.

Gurgaon, May 23, 2013.

“Itis a great privilege for me to join you today on this auspicious occasion
of laying the foundation stone for the Indian National Defence University.
This is an idea that has been long in the making and | am very happy that
today we are witnessing the first step towards its becoming a reality.

At the outset, | wish to thank my friend, the Hon’ble Chief Minister of
Haryana for his generous support for this project and, in particular, for
providing land. The proximity of this University to Delhi would facilitate
the much needed close interaction between its faculty and students and
defence policy makers and practitioners in the national capital. | would
also like to thank my senior colleague Raksha Mantri ji, the senior
leadership of the Armed Forces and the Ministry of Defence for the hard
work they have done in realizing this project of national importance. |
have no doubt that, when completed, this unique University will become
a world-class institution for higher defence studies, in which we will be
able to take justifiable pride.

India’s defence and security are a fundamental obligation of the
Government to our people and an essential prerequisite for our national
social and economic transformation. Our Government has attached the
highest priority to these tasks. We seek to advance peace, stability,
friendship and cooperation in our region and beyond, and we do so with
the confidence that our Armed Forces can defend our country against
any threat. This confidence is based on the many steps that the
Government has taken to strengthen our nation’s defence capabilities.

In the last few years, we have added significantly to the land forces to
protect our borders and inducted new equipment to increase the Army’s
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firepower. Our ability to service our frontiers with improved infrastructure
and enhanced air mobility is considerably greater today than in the past.
We have enhanced the full spectrum of capabilities of our Air Force and
are equipping it to remain at the cutting edge of technology for the decades
that lie ahead. Not only are our borders stronger, our seas are also more
secure. The capabilities of our sea-borne forces to guard our coastline
and offshore assets has seen enormous expansion in the last five years.
We have placed special emphasis on strengthening the capabilities of
our Navy, which is fully equipped to operate at great distances from our
shores, protect our maritime interests, respond to natural disasters and
provide humanitarian assistance to the need.

Over the last nine years, our deterrence capabilities have also matured
and have been given concrete shape. At the same time, we are better
equipped today to deal with non-conventional threats, especially in the
cyber and space domains. We are implementing a national architecture
for cyber security and have taken steps to create an office of a national
cyber security coordinator.

Our government is conscious of the fact that adequate defence
preparedness is critically dependent on sound defence acquisition
policies. We have paid close attention to this and have continually
reformed those policies to ensure that our Armed Forces have the best
equipment. We have also been guided by the objective of making our
defence acquisition transparent, smooth, efficient and less vulnerable to
unethical practices. We will continue to seek the highest standards of
probity in defence acquisition.

Another issue to which we have paid close attention is indigenisation of
defence procurement. Our government is committed to taking further
steps to stimulate the development of our domestic defence industry,
including the Indian private sector. This is important not only to enhance
our security, but also to spur industrial development and economic growth
of our country. We must fully utilize the sophisticated management and
technological capacities that are already present in our private sector,
including in the defence field, not just for production but also for defence
research and development.
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India faces the entire spectrum of security challenges. This is inevitable
as we live in a difficult neighbourhood, which holds the full range of
conventional, strategic and non-traditional challenges. We are also
situated at the strategic crossroads of Asia and astride one of the busiest
sea lanes of the world. We inhabit a networked and digital world. Our
dependence on imported energy is significant and is likely to grow. We
are also living at a moment of history when the world is witnessing change
on a scale and at a speed rarely seen before.

Nowhere is this change more pronounced than in Asia, where we are
witnessing multiple security challenges on account of the intersection of
fragile states, internal conflicts, proliferation of arms and terrorist groups.
Explosive development of technology is also transforming defence
capabilities. As our dependence on the cyber and outer space domains
grows, new sets of challenges will emerge, which can also assume
military dimensions. The nature of conflict and competition is changing
at the same time when national boundaries are being blurred by
deepening global integration. Therefore, while defending and securing
our homeland, we also have to be prepared to preserve India’s expanding
international assets.

These multiple challenges notwithstanding, we must also be conscious
of our strategic opportunities. India’s security has never been stronger
than it is today and our international relationships have never been more
conducive to our national development efforts. Our engagement in our
immediate neighbourhood has increased. We have deepened political,
economic and strategic relations in the Asia-Pacific, Indian Ocean and
West Asian regions. Our relations with all major powers have become
stronger and more productive. We are also particularly participating in
key global and regional foras, ranging from the Group of 20 to the East
Asia Summit and the ASEAN groupings.

Our defence cooperation has grown and today we have unprecedented
access to high technology, capital and partnerships. We have also sought
to assume our responsibility for stability in the Indian Ocean Region. We
are well positioned, therefore, to become a net provider of security in our
immediate region and beyond.
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Taken together, these challenges and opportunities should prompt a
reorientation of our strategic thinking and a reappraisal of our higher
defence organisation. It is imperative that our defence professionals
remain abreast of the complex environment we face and the avenues
that are available as a result of the enormous transition taking place in
India. On this occasion, | am reminded of a late 19th century observation
by General Sir William Francis Butler. In a biography of the British General,
Charles George Gordon, Butler wrote: “The nation that will insist on
drawing a broad line of demarcation between the fighting man and the
thinking man is liable to find its fighting done by fools, and its thinking
done by cowards.”

That is where this great university comes in.

It is meant to ensure that our country, our government and our armed
forces benefit from the best military advice that is available. It is meant to
provide an avenue for our soldiers to think beyond the physical arts of
war and for our thinkers and policymakers to understand the complexities
of war and conflict. It is also meant to provide our defence professionals
with a deep understanding of the interplay between all attributes of national
power. Those who pass through the portals of this university will need to
track regional and global trends, new and emerging technologies and
developments in defence capabilities and strategies. They will also need
to map the contours of future conflicts and understand the relationship
between defence and finance, between external and internal security
and between defence and diplomacy. Only then would they be able to
fulfil the vision of the late Dr. K. Subrahmanyam who, in proposing the
establishment of the National Defence University, had highlighted the
need to educate and adequately prepare national security leaders to
enable them to look at security challenges holistically and frame policies
based on informed research.

Our expectations from this institution, therefore, are high. | am equally
confident, that they will be met fully. | look forward to the Indian National
Defence University emerging as an excellent platform to promote
scholarship of a high order and train and equip future generations of
leaders to meet India’s defence needs and fulfil our international
responsibilities. The University, | hope, will set the highest standards of
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professionalism, creativity and debate. | am sure that it will also foster a
climate of closer interaction between defence and civilian leaders.
Once again, it gives me great pride to be here on this auspicious occasion
and | look forward to this campus coming up and becoming a great centre
of defence studies in the quickest possible time.”
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031. Prime Minister’ s address at the Chief Minister s’ Conference
on Internal Security’.

New Delhi, June 5, 2013.

“l welcome all Chief Ministers and other distinguished participants from
States to this very important annual conference on internal security.

We are meeting today in the aftermath of the brutal and inhuman attack
by Left Wing Extremists on Congress leaders and workers and their
security personnel in Chhatisgarh a few days back. Such violence has
no place in our democracy. The Centre and States need to join hands to
ensure that such events do not recur. | have noted from the agenda
papers that there is a separate session on Left Wing Extremism in this
conference and | would urge you to make good use of this opportunity to
come up with some concrete measures to deal with the very grave threat
of Naxalism.

I must point out here that the challenge of Naxalism has received our
serious attention for quite some time now. We have adopted a two-
pronged strategy to deal with the challenge: conducting proactive and
sustained operations against Maoist extremists; and, addressing
development and governance issues in Left Wing Extremism affected
areas. A number of measures have been taken as part of this two-track
strategy. These include strengthening the security apparatus, improving
road connectivity in 34 most Left Wing Extremist affected districts,
relaxation of norms of various development schemes in the affected
areas, and the Integrated Action Plan for 82 selected tribal and backward
districts.
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We have achieved some successes too. In the last couple of years
there has been a substantial reduction in the number of incidents and
deaths caused by Left Wing Extremist groups and an increase in the
number of Naxalite surrenders. But, major violent attacks by Naxalites
like the recent one in Chhattisgarh are setbacks that have occurred
periodically. The Centre and States need to work together to eliminate
such large-scale attacks.

The Central Government on its part has already started taking steps in
this regard. The Cabinet Secretary, the Home Secretary and my office
have been involved in an exercise that would lead to a further
strengthening of our defensive and offensive capabilities against Left
Wing Extremists. | hope that the State Governments will cooperate fully
with us and add to the effectiveness of these efforts.

I must also emphasize here that the two-pronged strategy that we have
followed so far needs to be strengthened and pursued with rigour. Even
as we intensify our efforts to strengthen the security and intelligence
apparatus in areas affected by Maoist violence, we should be able to
ensure that people residing in Left Wing Extremist affected areas are
able to live in an environment of peace and security and derive full benefits
of our development efforts.

To build a broader national consensus on the strategy to tackle the
Naxalite challenge, Government has convened a meeting of all political
parties on the 10th of this month.

The year 2012 saw a significant improvement in the security situation in
Jammu and Kashmir. Our strategy to prevent cross-border infiltration
by militants and our intelligence based counter-terrorism operations in
Jammu and Kashmir have resulted in a decline in the level of terrorist
violence by about one-third in 2012 as compared to 2011. In fact, terrorist
violence parameters in 2012 have been the lowest since the upsurge in
terrorist activities two decades ago. The record inflow of tourists and
pilgrims during 2012 also points to an improved security situation in the
State.

The implementation of several infrastructure projects in Jammu and
Kashmir is progressing well. The Himayat and Udaan schemes which
aim at providing additional gainful employment to the youth have also
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achieved a fair measure of success. These are all welcome
developments.

The security situation in the North East continues to be complex, with
insurgency, extortion and agitations being the main disruptive elements
in the hands of the insurgents. However, there has been considerable
progress in dialogue with several insurgent and ethnic separatist groups
in the North-Eastern region. A Memorandum of Understanding has been
signed with both factions of Dima Halam Daogah of Dima Hasao in Assam.
Three Metei insurgent groups have signed a Memorandum of
Understanding in February 2013. Talks with the National Socialist Council
of Nagaland are continuing.

The Gorkhaland Territorial Administration (GTA) has been set up as an
autonomous body in August 2012 to administer the Gorkhaland region
and ensure its all-round development. The Centre is committed to
providing financial assistance of Rs 200 crore per annum for three years
for projects aimed at developing the socio-economic infrastructure in
the GTA areas.

We are committed to undertaking and bringing to a satisfactory
conclusion dialogue with all groups and organizations which are willing
to give up violence to seek solutions within the framework of our
Constitution. We are equally firm in our determination to continue assisting
the States of the North-East to enhance their law and order enforcement
capabilities, so that the people of the North-East.

| also wish to take today’s opportunity to draw your attention to two other
issues relating to our internal security that require special attention. The
first is the increase in number and intensity of incidents of communal
and sectarian violence during 2012 as compared to the previous year. |
am sure that all of us agree that maintenance of communal harmony in
our country is critical for our continued growth and prosperity. It is
absolutely imperative that we deal very firmly with communal forces of
all types. Simultaneously, we also need to recognize and address the
special needs of minorities and weaker sections of our society,
particularly Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes.

The second issue which requires our collective action is that of crimes
against women and children. We have recently enacted several laws
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providing stringent punishment for such crimes and more sensitive
treatment of victims during investigation and trial. These include the
Criminal Law (Amendment) Act, 2013; The Sexual Harassment of
Women at Workplace (Prevention, Prohibition and Redressal) Act, 2013
and the Protection of Children from Sexual Offenses Act, 2012.

We also need to put in place institutional mechanisms to ensure the
safety and security of women and children, particularly in the urban
context. Such mechanisms include sensitization of police personnel,
particularly at levels with which the victim comes into contact, setting up
dedicated help-lines, measures for safety at the work place, and so on.
| would urge all of you to explore how these outcomes can be best
achieved.

Capacity building and modernization of State Police Forces are absolutely
essential for meeting the emerging challenges to internal security which
range from terrorism to urban policing. The Centre remains committed to
supporting States in this regard. The scheme for modernization of State
Police Forces has been extended for a further period of five years with a
total outlay of about Rs. 12,000 crore. An amount of Rs. 433 crore has
been additionally provided for Mega City Policing in the six cities of
Kolkata, Mumbai, Chennai, Bengaluru, Ahmedabad and Hyderabad.

We are also committed to improving border management and coastal
security. Greater focus and priority than before is being given to the
work of fencing and construction of additional Border Outposts along
the India-Bangladesh border, the construction and up-gradation of roads
along the India-China, India-Nepal and India-Bhutan borders as well as
the development of integrated check posts on the India-Pakistan and
India-Nepal borders. We are also continuing implementation of the Border
Area Development Programme and of Phase Il of the Coastal Security
Scheme.

The need for coordinated effort by Central and State agencies to deal
with terrorism and other security challenges, irrespective of whether they
are internal or external in origin, has been emphasized in all earlier
conferences of Chief Ministers on internal security. In view of the criticality
of this requirement, | would urge you once more to explore how we can
achieve even better coordination between the Centre and States.
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| also believe that time has now come to view the challenges of terrorism,
communal violence and Left Wing Extremism in a holistic manner. | think
each one of us needs to be completely objective in our approach to
these issues, acting in national interest rising above narrow political and
ideological divides. | would appeal to all political parties and all sections
of society to work together to find effective ways and means of meeting
these grave challenges.

Let me end by wishing this conference all success. | look forward to
receiving your valuable suggestions on how to further strengthen the
internal security of our country.

L 2K S NN J J

032. Speech by Foreign Secretary Ranjan Mathai at the
International Students’ Convocation Ceremony at
Symbiosis Institute.

Pune, June 8, 2013.

Dr. S. B. Majumdar, Chancellor

Members of the Faculty,

Your Excellencies, Ambassadors and members of the diplomatic corps,
Young Ladies and Gentlemen,

1. I am honoured and grateful for this opportunity to speak at the
convocation. 41 years ago — | graduated from Fergusson College
and 39 years from the University in this great city. So it is good to
be back.

2. Addresses at convocations or conventions have sometimes been
occasions for making policy statements. Think of Marshall’s
address to Harvard in 1947; this launched the “Marshall Plan”.
Or think of Pandit Nehru's addresses at Allahabad, Calcutta and
Aligarh Universities. In a famous 1948 address at the last, Panditji
made that well remembered remark that “I am proud of India not
only because of her ancient magnificent heritage, but also
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because of her remarkable capacity to add to it by keeping the
doors and windows of her mind and spirit open to fresh and
invigorating winds from distant countries”.

And that is what you do at Symbiosis — You are now one of the
windows through which fresh winds blow in and through which
our knowledge flows outward. This is a classic blend of Indian
roots with branches leading out to friends and partners in Asia,
Africa and hopefully Latin America. My heartiest felicitations to
the graduating class of students of this wonderful international
community! Today marks the culmination of the hard work that
you have put in to acquire specialized knowledge and skills, but
more importantly heralds a new beginning where this knowledge
will be put to use. Use it well not only for your benefit but also for
the larger good of mankind wherever you are. The world beckons
you and | am confident that each one of you will contribute to
make it a better place.

Symbiosis started around the time I left Pune to start my career
which took me to 9 countries abroad on assignments and many
more on travels. | am happy to hear that the internationalist
perspective that Dr. Majumdar gave to this institution from its
inception is indeed alive and well in all of you.

We live in a globalized world. It is perhaps a reflection of this that
you are here in India for higher studies. Increasing numbers of
students are moving out of their countries for studies. UNESCO
estimates that there will be over 7 million international students
globally by 2020. Just think about that number - 7 million young
people on the move! — This will mean that students will form one
of the largest migrant groups worldwide. You will create a new
wave of globalization and help shape international discourse. |
compliment Symbiosis for being at the crest of this wave.

In doing this Symbiosis lives up to India’s tradition of providing
vital centres of learning for the world. The famous Nalanda
University which flourished from 5th to 12th century AD attracted
great scholars from distant lands. An international initiative to
recreate the university at Nalanda is now underway. We plan to
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develop it into a high standard, world class institution. Similarly,
the South-Asian University has been established in New Delhi
for students from SAARC (South Asian Association for Regional
Cooperation) countries. It gives us some gratification to note that
India which has been a major source of outgoing students (is
2nd after China) is now attracting increasing number of students
from abroad. The Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) through the
ICCR has been trying to make studying in India a friendly, positive
and productive experience for foreign students. | am aware also
that we have much more to do to make this a reality. We have to
attend to bureaucratic rules and pay more attention to your living
conditions though | might say that your living conditions here are
much better than mine were!

7. As the Foreign Secretary | am usually expected to speak on
foreign affairs with information and analyses on Indian foreign
and security policies, whether with regard to our priority areas of
the neighbourhood or in the larger world. But | would like to connect
you to our foreign policy by saying that what we in the foreign
policy apparatus seek to do is linked to national growth and
development of India. The first imperative in that context is a
stable, prosperous, democratic and peaceful neighbourhood. As
we have finally got on to a high growth trajectory, we have built
networks of inter-connectivity and trade and investment so that
benefits of development are shared by the people of the sub-
continent and beyond and they have a stake in our growth. Equally
important are cultural and educational exchanges which lead to
mutual understanding. We have contributed to development
assistance and capacity building programmes in our neighbouring
countries and in Africa, South East Asia and small island States.
Today almost half of the entire budget of MEA is dedicated to
international assistance. It is said that foreign policy cannot be
based on altruism. Obviously, we are concerned with national
security, assisting national defence, seeking allies in the fight
against terrorism, building trade and investment links, maximising
our gains from international commerce, assisting the search for
resources, for technology, and for finance, and assuring India
and its people and its culture a place in the world. This means we
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have to be engaged with the power centres of the world, a priority
as high as our neighbours, and also keep focus on other critical
areas.

Beyond our immediate neighbours we are reviving the
civilizational contacts with South-East Asia. In the early 90s,
Government launched a ‘Look East Policy’ to strengthen these
civilizational bonds by enhancing our political, economic and
cultural cooperation with the region. Our ‘Look East Policy’ has
been successful and has helped us develop strong ties with the
people and countries of the region. It has been expanded to
countries in East Asia and the Asia-Pacific. Last year, to mark
the 20th anniversary of our dialogue partnership with ASEAN
and 10th anniversary of our interactions at the highest level, the
Government organized a Commemorative Summit in New Delhi
during which our relationship with ASEAN was raised to a
strategic partnership. We would see further deepening of our
bonds across all areas including our political dialogue, trade and
commerce, scientific and cultural area, and greater interaction
amongst our peoples - professionals, academia, students and
businesses.

On the other flank of India are West Asia, Iran, Central Asia and
the Arab world which have also been traditional neighbours. Today
it is the Gulf region which has acquired particular salience as
over 6 million expatriate Indians live there, contributing to the
economy of the area and sending back valuable remittances.
The region is also the source of 70% of our oil and a big chunk of
our global trade. We work closely with governments of all countries
of the region and share their desire for stability and prosperity.
We also have regular interactions with the overseas Indian
community from all parts of the world, Guyana and Suriname to
South Africa to Mauritius to Singapore and on to Fiji through
Pravasi Bharatiya Diwas gatherings which provides Government
an opportunity to hear of their requirements and aspirations. India
has historically had close ties with countries of Africa and Asia
and we are also reaching out to Latin America. We have
contributed substantially to capacity building in African countries,
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a process which was re-invigorated through the launch of Africa-
India Forum Summit in 2008 in New Delhi. | am happy that the
Vice President of India addressed the Commemorative Summit
of the OAU in Addis Ababa last month. A ‘Connect Central Asia
Policy’ was launched recently to further promote relations with
Central Asian countries, an integral part of which is greater people-
to-people exchange.

I hope | have been able to give you some sense of the inter-
dependence and mobility in an increasingly shrinking and
globalised world — a world which would be your arena when you
step out to work. We have learnt through experience that events
anywhere in the world directly affect Indians if not all of India. A
lot of you might work for your country or the companies there or
perhaps pursue independent professions. Either way, in the world
of today, you would have to deal with factors which are external
to your country. Similarly, the likelihood of your travelling and
staying in different parts of the world in your professional capacity
is a lot more today than it was in the past. Hence you will get
involved with foreign affairs in your own countries. This cannot
be the domain of a few bureaucrats. Itis in every country a national
imperative in which you are all participants.

Now in dealing with this reality - you would recognize that we
have to be engaged at simplest level with the fact that people
need to travel. As | said earlier, there are growing numbers of
Indians including professionals, students and tourists travelling
out of the country. We have expanded our passport services by
establishing a large number of Passport Seva Kendras for
issuance of passports to facilitate this process. There have been
some teething troubles but the procedure is being streamlined,
as we go along. Similarly, our effort has been to provide better
facilities for international students coming to India under
programmes such as ICCR scholarships, Colombo Plan
schemes, etc.

Beyond travel arrangements, we in MEA have continued outreach
through our Public Diplomacy, Press interactions, and policy
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planning. We believe — perhaps more than any other wing of the
Government — in explaining what we do, building bridges to the
academic communities, and creating more stakeholders for the
great challenge of managing India’s relationship with the wider
world.

Itis this function that all of you would get involved with. So let me
share a general message with the students whether from India
or friends from abroad.

We are now entering an era when for the first time in the last four
centuries we are shaping not only our own political destines but
carving out economic, technological, cultural and civilisational
space for ourselves in the world. Former President A.P.J. Kalam
spoke of Vision 2020 targeting that year for India’s achievement
of middle income status and ending poverty as we know it. This
required technological upgradation in all arenas of activity. The
2020 Vision came out long before the BRICS report which
projects India as the third largest economy in the world in the
coming decades. This has begun to be regarded as something
inevitable. Many thought that the pursuit of technology and what
Keynes called the magic of compound interest rates would help
us achieve uninterrupted growth. Clearly this was a bit optimistic.
Clearly our capacity to make progress and shift the balance of
power in the world cannot be doubted any longer. If current trends
can be maintained then in 10 years time we should be able to
drastically reduce poverty in India and become a middle income
nation. The same is true in 20 years for Africa. And then we will
see the real power shift which the Chancellor spoke about. | am
not sure it will be limited to a few countries. Power is shifting not
only to East but to the South as a whole. But just as clearly — this
process is not going to be smooth or easy. No one should assume
that our progress will be welcomed by the current holders of
power and influence. That is why access to finance, technology
and information networks is becoming more difficult and political
restrictions remain a gamble. Our ability to change the world will
be still constrained by vested interests, and the entrenched global
order. If we are to bring about change, we must go back to the
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basics i.e. self-reliance and a willingness to help our natural
partners. Recall what Nehru said to the students at the University
of Lucknow “you are a generation condemned to hard labour”.
This message was for my father’s generation. We had it
somewhat easier, but you, just when you are on the cusp of
change, will find yourselves facing a new set of challenges. And
to quote Nehru “This is a time when work is required, when labour
is required, peace is required, cooperative effort is required, when
all the concentrated energies that the nation possesses are
required to be put to great task of the nation”.

| do believe Nehru meant hard work —when he referred to labour
— and this can be in any field, IT, biotech, mass media, energy,
space technology, scientific agriculture or any other sector. And
the “task of the nation” will increasingly be defined not by political
leaders or bureaucrats but in the minds of people like you. You
have to remain united whatever the profession you are in,
because the setting of the agenda for the future will come within
the domain of young people empowered by sharing of ideas and
information, by technology, and by the liberation of the mind. But
Nehru’'s message is valid in that we still have to make a supreme
effort to lift our societies and our nations over the last few hurdles
before we enter into a new era. And | hope the introduction to
modern ideas, technology and practices — you have gained at
Symbiosis will give you the ability to carry out these tasks in
your own countries. | also hope your education here will give you
the firm footing you need as you make your way in life.

At the end of the day you do need a firm foundation. Because as
the US Federal Reserve Chairman, Bernanke told the students
at Princeton “Life is amazingly unpredictable. Any 22 year old
who thinks he or she knows where they will be in 10 years much
less in 30, is simply lacking in imagination. Don't be afraid to let
the drama play out”.

Your experience in India and at this University is part of the drama.
| trust you have found your stay here beneficial and had the
opportunity to travel around and experience the diversity and
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cultural richness of our country. Wherever you are and whatever
you might do, for us you will always be friends of India. It is quite
possible that your profession will bring you back to India. If not,
do take time off and visit and explore the country more. | wish
you all the best for your future life.

18. Since Bernanke spoke of drama, and the President of the Students
Council spoke of fledglings leaving the nest. | will finally recall
the words of a song | learnt when | was passing through the
portals of University in this wonderful city 40 years ago. Because
40 years is a flash in time; when you reach my age — you will
look back on today — and remember the time when you were
young as if it were just yesterday. And you must stay young in
your thinking and ideas. And the song says “May you stay forever
young!”

Thank you very much

¢ ¢ ¢ ¢

033. Media Briefing by Official Spokesperson on the travel of
External Affairs Minister to Norway and some other
miscellaneous questions.

New Delhi, June 11, 2013.

Official Spokesperson (Shri Syed Akbaruddin) : Good afternoon
friends and thank you very much for being here this afternoon. Since we
had not met for quite some time in this format | thought it would be useful
to have our usual interaction. As usual, | will begin with an announcement
that | have to make following which you are free to ask me questions on
that first and subsequently on anything else that you would like.

(For Briefing on EAM Visit to Norway please see Document No.
530).

Q: This is with regard to reports that two Indian aircraft violated the
Pakistan airspace. Can we have any details if Pakistan has complained
to India about it? What was the real picture?
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Official Spokesperson : | do not know what the picture is. As far as |
am involved, these are only related at the diplomatic level. As of now as
| speak to you, | just rechecked, we have not heard any information on
what you are saying at the diplomatic level.

Q: Nepal's former Prime Minister is here. He has met Prime Minister and
External Affairs Minister also. Can you throw some light on the
conversation that has gone on?

Official Spokesperson : | think we have been through this before. Please
do not expect me to be a fly on the wall. Having said that | can certainly
say that this is part of our engagement with all stakeholders in Nepal. As
you are aware, there have been other leaders of other political parties
from Nepal visiting India. Our idea is to understand from them if there is
anything that we in India could do to assist. As far as we are concerned,
we would be ready to help Nepal at a pace and in the way the Nepalese
Government would want. Therefore, it is part of our engagement with
different segments of Nepalese society on this. He has had very
constructive discussions, as did the previous visitors to India.

Q: Special Envoy of Italian Government de Mistura is in town. Is there
any development?

Official Spokesperson : Yes, the Special Envoy of the Italian
Government Mr. Staffan de Mistura reached Delhi yesterday. And in
preparation for your presence here today | did ask about this. The
External Affairs Minister, prior to his departure late last night, did meet
Mr. de Mistura, and they had a discussion. Of course, as you are aware,
this discussion was related to the desire of the Italian Government to
have a speedy trial for the two marines. And the External Affairs Minister
was apprised of the view of the Italian Government on this since their
last meeting. And he has explained the situation based on his
understanding of where the judicial process is.

Q: Saudi Arabia has informed all foreign countries that they are going to
decrease 20 per cent Haj quota this year. How is India going to take up
this issue with Saudi Arabia?

Official Spokesperson: As you are aware, we have a regular dialogue
with Saudi Arabia on Haj matters. This is an appropriate situation that
will be discussed during that dialogue. | do not know the details of what



158 INDIA’S FOREIGN RELATIONS-2013

you are mentioning. But it has always been our view that there is a growth
in terms of number of Indians wanting to undertake the Haj pilgrimage,
and the Saudi authorities have generally been very accommodating of
our needs. Even when the last quota was fixed, we had then indicated
that we would require a slightly larger number and the Saudi authorities
had indicated that at the end of their consultations with everybody they
will address this issue because it depends on their understanding of
what would be the total number of pilgrims who would be coming. So, at
this stage, we will only be able to take it up through the mechanism that
I have suggested. But | will have a look whether this has an impact on
Indian pilgrims that we have agreed to as of now.

Q: There were reports of some Indians being detained in Kuwait. Can
we have the status of that? Have they been released or not?

Official Spokesperson : | think you have been following that case
previously. Let me try and explain to you the situation in Kuwait. We
have currently approximately 700,000 Indian nationals who are resident
in Kuwait. These are in various categories. Since the beginning of this
year the Kuwaiti Government has announced a policy whereby they
would try and reduce the number of expatriates in general over a ten-
year period.

As part of that approach they have initially focused on those who do not
have valid visas and also those who have come on a certain type of
visa, that is domestic worker’s visa, and are working in other areas. In
Kuwait there are broadly two types of visas — one for working as domestic
help and the other for working in other organizations. Now, there is a
feeling that there may be large number of expatriates, Indians included,
who may be coming to Kuwait in one category and perhaps working in
another category. And those are the ones who have been targeted.

My understanding is that we have taken it up with Kuwait both in New
Delhi and in Kuwait that if this is their policy it is best to communicate this
and provide a timeframe for everybody who is not in compliance with
this to either sort their status out or to return to their home countries.
Now this is for all expatriates; it is not targeted towards Indians alone. Of
course Indians are amongst the largest number of expatriates in Kuwait
- as | said approximately 700,000 - and so there are likely to be a number
of Indians. At this stage the number is fairly small.
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My understanding is that from the beginning of the year till now we have
issued less than 1000 Emergency Certificates for Indians wanting to
return to India. Of these, not all have returned because by the time some
of them desired to return they were able to regularize their status. That is
where we are. The numbers are small but this is an issue. Our Embassy
has been proactively following this up.

Now the Kuwaiti Government has decided that they would pay for the air
ticket for those who are to return. But they are being only paid for the air
ticket up to the nearest destination, which is Mumbai. So, as part of a
welfare measure, the Embassy is working with the local authorities and
the excess amount - if somebody would travel from say Mumbai to Delhi
or to Rajasthan — of airfare is being paid through the Embassy through
the Indian Workers Welfare Fund. In addition, our labour officials are
regularly going to the Deportation Centres to try and assist any Indian
nationals who may have a willingness to change over their papers rather
than go back. That is where we are.

These are sporadic occasions when there are some raids or something
in certain areas where there are large number of expatriates including
Indians who may be involved and we respond to that.

Q: This is regarding a BCIM meeting held at Kunming. There is a report
in The Hindu that India was not represented at that meeting. Is there any
specific reason for that? The meeting was held just after Premier Li's
visit where a Joint Statement was issued.

Official Spokesperson: | must confess | have no readout on that. This
is the first time | am hearing about it. | will have a look and we will provide
a response since you have raised that question. Could you tell me the
dates when it was held?

Q: I think it was in the last week.
Question: ...(Inaudible)...

Official Spokesperson : | think what you are saying is what she is
referring to. It is the Shangri-La Dialogue rather than a BCIM meeting
that you are referring to. There are two separate issues in this perhaps.

Q:...(Inaudible)...
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Official Spokesperson : | think all of you need to get your facts right as
to whether it is a trade expo, whether itis a Shangri-La Dialogue or itis a
BCIM meeting.**

Q:...(Inaudible)...

Official Spokesperson : 1 will try and find out factual information on this
and we will try and respond to it.

Q: On July 3, the three-month grace period is expiring in Saudi Arabia
for those affected by Nitagat. Where do the Indians expatriate stand,
how many are affected, how many would be coming back, and what
were the talks? Our EAM went there and other Ministers also went there.
Where do we stand?

Official Spokesperson : Today is Gulf session | think! But | think you
have a valid question. Let me try and put out what we have.

As you perhaps are aware, there are a total of 2.8 million Indians in
Saudi Arabia. Since this issue of the possibility of expatriates who are
not in compliance with their visa status being returned to India arose
earlier this year, we have followed a rather proactive approach. We have
tried to tackle it at various levels. One is at the political level where we
had our Minister of Overseas Indian Affairs Mr. Vayalar Ravi visit along
with a delegation of the Minister of State for External Affairs Mr. E.
Ahamed, and Advisor to the Prime Minister Mr. T.K.A. Nair. They went
there and had detailed discussions with the Labour Ministry.

The idea was that we acknowledge that it is the sovereign right of a
country to have a policy that they determine appropriate for residency in
their country. However, what we felt was that since there was a change
from the policy which existed so far, the idea was to provide time and to
treat those who are adversely impacted by that policy, with a degree of
humaneness and dignity. That was the focus of our political contacts.
This was reinforced when the External Affairs Minister went to Saudi
Arabia. He did meet his counterpart Prince Saud al-Faisal. He also met
the Crown Prince of Saudi Arabia as well as several senior Saudi officials.
In each of those engagements it was emphasized that this was not
something that was targeted towards Indians; they did have lots of praise
for the Indian community there; there was an acknowledgement that
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Indians were a preferred community as far as Saudi Arabia was
concerned; there was no attempt at targeting one or the other community,
but to follow a policy which would ensure that those who were irregularly
there would have to leave the country.

Since then, the second level at which we have been functioning is at the
grassroots level where our Embassy and our Consulate are taking a
very proactive view. While we have only an Embassy in Riyadh and a
Consulate in Jeddah, the Ambassador did open up a special office of a
temporary nature in Dammam which is in the Eastern Province which is
about 400 km away from Riyadh. We have a regular Officer stationed
there to assist all Indian nationals.

In addition, there are several Indian community schools which are spread
out all over Saudi Arabia. These are at distances varying from 600 km to
more than a 1000 km from Riyadh or Jeddah. Each of these schools
have their non-teaching staff assisting Indian nationals by collecting their
applications for either change of their status or for Emergency Certificates.
In this process, over the last few months | understand approximately
72,000 applications have been received. These applications are, as |
said, either for grant of Emergency Certificates or their willingness to
find new jobs and to move on to perhaps other employers.

The Embassy has been able to identify 150 Saudi employers who are
willing to take Indian employees. These are in various categories. The
names of these employers have been displayed and communicated to
all these Centres where we are collecting information about people wanting
to go back. So, these 70,000 people who applied to either change their
status or to return to India have been informed of what opportunities are
available for them to find alternative employment.

We have also set up a 24x7 help desk where anytime anybody can
phone and seek information not only in English and Hindi but in several
Indian languages. A third way that we have been proactive is that
approximately 600 volunteers have volunteered to provide assistance
to the Indian community. These volunteers with Embassy officials are
stationed on 24x7 basis at the Deportation Centres in Riyadh and in the
Eastern Province in Dammam as well as at the airports. So, any Indian
wishing to travel back to India having problems at the airport is being
assisted.



162 INDIA’S FOREIGN RELATIONS-2013

At this stage we do not know the total number of people who may return
because of this. The last time when we had this sort of a situation of an
amnesty where people were asked to return, we had provided about
30,000 Emergency Certificates. However, it is estimated that only about
3,000 people came back. So, at this stage | cannot tell you exact numbers
of people who may want to come back. But | can only give you an
understanding of how many have applied, what is the past practice, and
what the situation is.

We are also in touch with the Ministry of Overseas Indian Affairs and
through them with various State Governments to try and ensure if there
can be some assistance of facilitation at this end. That is because if
there are people in significant numbers coming from various States, it
devolves on those States to provide opportunities for settlement of those
people. So, we are in touch with the various State Governments involved
in this venture through the Ministry of Overseas Indian Affairs.

Also with the Ministry of Overseas Indian Affairs, Air India, and the State
Governments we have shared the data bases and list of people who
have applied for the Emergency Certificates so that they are aware of
the dimensions of this issue and should there be requirement for additional
flights or for assistance at the airports or in the places where they stay,
they are all well aware.

I would like to just try and sum up by saying that we have done our best,
we have worked proactively, and we hope that you have not seen this
crisis burgeon into a major issue simply because the Embassy and the
Ministry of External Affairs along with other Ministries is trying to do our
best to ameliorate what is a difficult situation that has arisen there.

Q: There was another ceasefire violation in the Poonch District along
the LoC this morning. This makes it the second in the last two weeks.
Are we taking it up diplomatically?

Official Spokesperson: Between India and Pakistan there are several
avenues for responding to such issues. You referred to this as the second
instance. As with the first, at this stage there has not been a diplomatic
requirement because this is assessed by the authorities in the field of
what is the best way that they feel this can be addressed. So, a diplomatic
redressal or response is one area but there are other mechanisms which
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exist. Perhaps other mechanisms are being used, and | would not be the
right person to respond to those other mechanisms because they are
handled separately. There has not been a need that has been raised by
those people who are in authority there to take this up at the diplomatic
level.

Q: Just a follow up to the Italian question. This is the fifth meeting in three
months. Do you think it is normal? Can you elaborate a little bit more? |
know that the desire for a speedy trial was reiterated. But what kind of
diplomacy?

Official Spokesperson : Maria, you have lived in India long enough to
understand that the judicial process has its own speed. It has its own
manner of proceeding. As you are aware, ultimately the outcome will be
determined in a case which is sui generis by the judicial process. We
acknowledge that this is a case which has not happened previously and
it is a case which was new both to India and to Italy. As two friendly
countries we can only work together and try and see in asui generis
case which has no precedent we try and work our systems in a manner
which is acceptable to both, and that is what we are doing. The executive
in India has a limited role in terms of judicial outcomes except to make
the case in front of the judiciary. We are trying to do that; we are trying to
do this as quickly as possible. Both India and Italy, have repeated this
commitment that the idea is to ensure that this matter is expeditiously
resolved because we do not want this to be a major issue between two
countries which enjoy otherwise excellent relations.

Q:...(Inaudible)...

Official Spokesperson : If you want to ask whether we are concerned
by media disclosures suggesting that data relating to private
communications of Indian citizens may have been harvested, my answer
to you is, yes we are concerned and surprised about it. Between India
and the US we have a Cyber Security Dialogue, and it is coordinated by
the National Security Councils on both the sides. We feel that this is the
appropriate forum to discuss such issues. We intend to seek information
and details during consultations between interlocutors from both sides
on this matter in that appropriate forum.

If you ask that if it is discovered that Indian laws relating to privacy of
information have been violated what would be the view of the Indian
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Government, obviously we would find it unacceptable. If Indian laws
relating to privacy of information of ordinary Indian citizens have been
violated, surely we would find it unacceptable. | hope broadly | have tried
to respond to you on where we stand.

Of course, this is an evolving situation. Every day we find new issues
coming up. Rather than jump to conclusions at this stage, we will take it
as it evolves and have a better understanding and a clearer paradigm of
how to tackle this issue once the broader parameters of this in its entirety
are available for us.

Thank you very much

Following the interaction the following additional information was obtained
regarding Saudi Arabia and provided.

“We have been informed by the Saudi government about the decision to
reduce 20% pilgrims from overseas. Given the fact that the processes
for Haj pilgrimage have already been initiated in India, we have requested
the Saudi authorities both in Delhi and in Riyadh to reconsider their
decision taking into account the advanced stage of preparations. We
are awaiting a response from them”

¢ ¢ ¢ 00

034. Media Briefing by the Official Spokesperson on some
Miscellaneous matters.

New Delhi, June 21, 2013.

Q: Mr. Julian Assange in his interview made a couple of allegations
against the Government of India one of which is that you did not respond
to his request for asylum. The other one was he accused the Government
of India of almost being ungrateful in the context of a purported request
from Edward Snowden for asylum. The same report quoted the Official
Spokesperson or rather an External Affairs Ministry official saying that
there were no records of such a request. Would you clarify the position?

Official Spokesperson (Shri Syed Akbaruddin): | am grateful to you
for having asked that question. Let me reiterate what | had said then. We
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have not received, are not aware of any request for asylum either from

Mr. Julian Assange or from Mr. Snowden. | hope that sets at rest every

bit of speculation on this. We have not received any request for asylum.

| think the newspaper that you quoted was talking of a letter that was written,
and delivered. There is a difference between a letter and a request for asylum.
| do not know the contents of that lefteut | can be certain there has not been
any request for asylum on this mattenope this sets that at rest once and for
all.

Q: Is there any response from Saudi Arabia on the Haj delegation?
Connected with that, if you are reducing the 20 per cent, will it be on the
private tour operators or from the Haj panel?

Official Spokesperson:  The Saudi Government has indicated that they
have as a norm decided, given that there is an expansion being
undertaken in the holy cities they do not have the capacity to absorb so
many pilgrims for the forthcoming Haj. Therefore, they decided, as per
our understanding, that 50 per cent domestic pilgrims will be reduced
and 20 per cent from all over the globe. This is a norm that they have set
for everyone, and they have requested us to abide by that norm. We
have received this response.

As you are aware, for the Haj there is a Haj Conference which deliberates
all aspects of India’s Haj policy. This consists of representatives of all
State Haj Committees as well as the Central Haj Committee and the
Government of India. This conference is to be held in the last week of
this month. Based on consultations and discussions and views
expressed at that conference, the Government of India will then take a
view on how to go about in view of the new circumstances that have
arisen there after the signing of the Haj Agreement.

Q: ...(Inaudible)...

Official Spokesperson: | am not aware. | think there are officials who
are specific charged to handle this. | am not aware of this.

Q: The Taliban has reportedly opened their office in Doha and there are
reports. | know Mr. Doraiswami was here and he did say that Afghanistan
is on the table for talks. But my specific question relates to the US opening
talks with Taliban and groups like the Haggani. That is a sensitive issue
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for us because we blame the Haqqganis for the bomb attack on the Indian
Embassy in Kabul. So, how are we looking at this?

Official Spokesperson:  We have followed developments relating to the
opening of an office of the Taliban in Qatar and statements made by the
representatives of that office and others. These statements reflect some
confusion about the name of the Qatar office, its structure, its political
and legal status, and its objectives. We have also seen the reaction of
the Government of Afghanistan to these developments.

Our position is clear. Government of India has always called for a broad-
based Afghan-led, Afghan-owned and Afghan-controlled reconciliation
process, within the framework of the Afghan Constitution and the
internationally accepted red lines. Such a process would necessarily
recognise the centrality of the Government of Afghanistan in the process,
and involve all sections of the Afghan society, as also the insurgent
groups, including the Taliban, who wish to join the mainstream.

The reconciliation process should not seek to create equivalence
between an internationally recognised Government of Afghanistan and
insurgent groups, confer legitimacy to insurgent groups or convey the
impression of two competing state authorities for Afghanistan, which
could undermine the legitimate Afghan State, Afghan Government and
the political, social and economic progress witnessed in Afghanistan
over the past decade, to which the international community itself has
contributed in great measure.

India remains committed to supporting the Government and the people
of Afghanistan, in accordance with the India-Afghanistan Strategic
Partnership Agreement, and a reconciliation process that has the support
of the Government and the people of Afghanistan.

These are the broad parameters under which we will engage on this
matter.

Thank you very much

L 2K R R JN J
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035. Inaugural Address by External Affairs Minister at the
Passpor t Seva Divas and P asspor t Officer s ‘Conf erence —
2013

New Delhi, June 24, 2013.

Colleagues from the Ministry,
Passport Officers,
Distinguished invitees,
Friends from the Media,
Ladies and Gentlemen

| extend a very warm welcome to all of you. | would have been here in
the morning itself but for some more pressing engagements which could
not be rescheduled. Nevertheless, | am sure that you would have had
some fruitful discussions in the forenoon.

| am extremely pleased to be in your midst to inaugurate the Passport
Officers’ Conference 2013. | also feel privileged to declare 24th June as
‘Passport Seva Divas’ to mark the notification of Passports Act, 1967
on this day. As we all know, this Act provides a sound legal framework
for rules and regulations governing issuance of passports and other travel
documents and it is befitting that we observe this historic day every year
as Passport Seva Divas in order to create public awareness about the
value of Passport services in the country. On this occasion, | extend my
heartfelt greetings to all officials engaged in Passport work at Passport
Offices, Passport Seva Kendras and Indian Missions/Posts abroad.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Since the establishment of first five Regional Passport Offices in 1955
and the formation of the Central Passport Organization (CPO) in 1959,
passport issuance has traversed a long journey. As | understand, in the
1950's, we were issuing on an average 30,000 Passports per year. These
days, we issue more than 30,000 Passports in a single day! Meeting
this ever increasing demand for a travel document has been a major
challenge for the Ministry. Over the years, expanding the network of
Passport Offices, their computerization, machine-readable passports in
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place of hand-written ones and decentralization of passport services,
are but a few of the landmarks in passport issuance. More recently, the
Passport Seva Project, aimed at comprehensive overhaul of passport
delivery system, has been successfully implemented across the country
with the operationalisation of 77 Passport Seva Kendras (PSKs) acting
as extended arms of 37 Passport Offices. The setting up of PSKs is part
of the Government's firm commitment to provide timely delivery of
passport services to our fellow citizens. | take this opportunity to re-
affirm the citizen-centric role of Passport Offices, by adopting measures
which facilitate speedier and courteous service, greater convenience
and comfort to the public at large.

I am happy that with joint efforts of the Ministry and the Service Provider
—the Tata Consultancy Services, the PSP was rolled-out in a very short
time. | would like to express my deep appreciation to all the members of
the CPV Division, Central Passport Organization the TCS team for their
earnest efforts in speedy implementation of this high impact e-governance
Project. That the Computer Society of India adjudged PSP as the most
significant e-Governance initiative of the Government undertaken during
2011-12 is an ample recognition of Ministry’s successful efforts in
application of ICT for good governance. We would also be working
towards obtaining ISO Certification of the Project.

Of particular significance are measures taken by the Ministry in the area
of strengthening Public Grievance Redressal, making the Passport Portal
more user-friendly, improving physical infrastructure of Passport Offices
and incorporation of Letter Screen Image in passport booklets as
additional security feature. In addition to the facility of multi-lingual call
centre operating in 17 major languages and round the clock and e-mail
based helpdesk, the Ministry has introduced mPassport Seva — to offer
to smart-phone users, anytime anywhere, a wide variety of services
such as passport application status tracking, location of PSKs and
general information on various steps involved in obtaining passport.

Under the Passport Seva programme, the Ministry has introduced some
innovative methods for improved governance and citizen service
delivery. One such measure is a requisite visit in person by an applicant
to the nearest Passport Seva Kendra. To give the citizen assured service,
we introduced the concept of a visit at a pre-appointed time. This is
intended to address overcrowding which used to be a regular feature in
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old days. However, as we progressed over the last few months, obtaining
online appointments in some of the regions in the country became a
formidable challenge and a recurring theme of public scrutiny. We are
hopeful that with the launch of the scheme of advance payment of
passport fees through electronic modes and SBI challans at the time of
online filing of application and scheduling of appointment, this challenge
would be adequately met. | am extremely happy that this scheme is
finally live across most parts of the country and will be fully completed in
another 10 days or so. We have started receiving positive feedback
from citizens about the utility and efficacy of this scheme.

One of the core component upon which hinges the timely delivery of
passport services is the Police Verification system. The delay in Police
Verification of passport applications leading to delay in passport issuance
has been a major area of concern. As | gather, online interface with
District Police Authorities has brought encouraging results in some
States. This model must be implemented across India. The Ministry has
taken up this matter with the concerned Chief Secretaries of state
governments for speeding up verification process. At the level of
Passport Officers, | feel there is scope for increased coordination with
the local police would greatly help in reducing delay in clearances and
improve citizen service delivery.

We are cognizant of the fact that the success of any e-Governance
Project depends on what is called ‘digital inclusion’. The Ministry is
currently finalizing the modalities on co-opting Common Service Centres
for taking passport services closer to rural hinterland. It is a matter of
satisfaction that the Ministry has reached an understanding with the help
of the Department of Information Technology to integrate over 60,000
Common Service Centres in bringing ‘public services closer home’, the
motto of the Government’s National e-Governance Plan.

The Ministry is also looking at expanding further the network of passport
service access points in the areas left untouched earlier. The Government
is committed to setting up a Passport service outlet in each State and
Union Territory. Our focused attention would be on establishing Passport
Seva Laghu Kendras in the Northeast over the coming months. We have
also requested the National Institute for Smart Government to conduct a
feasibility study on the ‘Next Steps’ in Passport Seva Project.
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Rapid advances in technology and the increasing rightful demand for
transparency have created a challenging environment in which service
organizations need to operate and respond more efficiently to the
aspirations of citizens. Capacity building, training and development of
skills are key factors in attaining mission objectives. To this end, in the
coming months, the Ministry would be working on establishing a
Research and Training Centre. Such a centre, apart from imparting
training to officials and personnel from other stakeholders, will also work
on improvement in Passport booklet, keeping in pace with the international
norms in the field of travel documents.

As you know, a committed and motivated workforce is pre-requisite for
achieving goals of the organization. The Ministry has taken several steps
to improve the service conditions of the CPO personnel by re-structuring
of the cadre, fast-track promotions and notification of Productivity Linked
Incentive Scheme. | trust the CPO personnel would benefit from uniform
and well-defined work procedures, state—of-the-art infrastructure and
system deployment, skill enhancement through training and the totality
of their efforts would lead to higher level of satisfaction for citizens. | am
told that as on date, in the new system, more than one crore passport
related services have been delivered to citizens. With a view to
recognizing your valuable efforts, the Ministry has selected the best
Citizen Service Executive, Verification Officer, Granting Officer and
Passport Office in the country based on their meritorious performance
and output during 2012-13. | congratulate all the awardees and hope that
these awards would go a long way in creating benchmarks for excellence
in performance and devotion to public duty.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Celebrating anniversaries, commemorations or observance of days such
as this are not ritualistic but instead provide opportunity to re-assess our
performance and to engage ourselves in constructive interaction to learn
transferable lessons for betterment of passport service delivery across
the country. The Passport Offices being the public interface of the Ministry,
it is essential to ensure that sustained efforts are made at every level to
enhance citizen experience.

The deliberations during this Conference, | am confident, would lead to
practical and forward looking suggestions for improving overall
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management and image of the CPO. Today as we celebrate this Passport
Seva Divas, let us rededicate ourselves to respond with empathy and
more efficiently in a transparent manner to meet increasing expectations
of citizens to make passport issuance simpler, speedier and more secure
and thus contribute our mite to good governance in the country. | wish
you a very happy Passport Seva Divas and wish the Conference all
success.

Thank you

L 2K R NN J J

036. Weekly Media Briefing by Official Spokesperson.
New Delhi, June 28, 2013.

Official Spokesperson (Shri Syed Akbaruddin) : Good afternoon
friends and thank you very much for coming. It looks like from here that
your weekend has begun, so, | am grateful to you for having come on a
weekend. | have two announcements to make and those relate to the
External Affairs Minister’s travels.

The External Affairs Minister, Shri Salman Khurshid, will be visiting
Brunei. His visit to Brunei is linked with three meetings that he is to
attend there. The first is for the 11th India-ASEAN Ministerial Meeting
which will be held on the 1st of July. Following that he will participate in
the 3rd East Asia Summit Ministerial Meeting of Foreign Ministers. And
finally he will also participate in the 20thASEAN Regional Forum meeting.
All these meetings are to be held on the 1stand the 2nd of July.

Subsequent to his visit to Brunei, the External Affairs Minister will also
visit Singapore on 3rd and 4th July. This is for a bilateral meeting and
this is his first bilateral visit to Singapore. In Singapore, apart from the
bilateral meeting he will also participate and chair the regional meeting of
Indian Heads of Mission in the ASEAN as well as the Pacific and East
Asia. Our Heads of Mission from ASEAN countries as well as from Japan,
Korea, Australia, and New Zealand will be present there.
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Let me try and tell you something about the India-ASEAN meeting. This
is the 11th meeting. As you know, we had a very successful summit
meeting last December in Delhi following which we have continued to
interact with ASEAN in a rather intensive manner. Currently we have 25
mechanisms of various sorts which underpin our interaction with ASEAN.
These include six at Ministerial level. The Ministerial level interactions
are: foreign affairs, trade, agriculture, tourism, environment, and new
and renewable energy.

Our people-to-people interaction too has been at a fairly intense pace.
We expect that this year too we will have 250 ASEAN students visit
India. In addition, 20 ASEAN journalists had visited earlier this year, and
20 more will be visiting later this year. Eight of your colleagues who are
missing from here are right now in Kuala Lumpur, | understand, en route
to Brunei so that they can attend the meeting of the ASEAN as well as
visit another ASEAN country. This is part of the media exchange between
India and ASEAN.

We also will continue the special course at the Foreign Service Institute
for ASEAN diplomats. My understanding is that we have approximately
1100 ITEC scholarships for ASEAN countries. We are also examining
the possibility of establishing additional English language centres in
Cambodia, Lao and Vietnam. For those of you who are interested, in the
coming month we will also have a Joint Commission meeting between
India and Vietnam here in Delhi.

| just wanted to give you these details so that you understand the degree
of interaction we have with the ASEAN. We have this Ministerial meeting,
then we have a bilateral meeting of the Foreign Minister in Singapore,
and then we will have the Viethamese Foreign Minister shortly here in
India. So, within the space of one month, there will be several ASEAN-
related interactions.

For those of you who would like to know, our trade with ASEAN has
been growing quite rapidly. It grew last year, | understand, by over 37
per cent and has reached 79 billion dollars. We are on track to touch the
100 billion dollar mark by 2015. That is all | have asfar as ASEAN is
concerned.

As regards the East Asia Summit Ministerial Meeting, they have
consultative mechanisms at various levels. These include the Foreign
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Ministers, the Energy and Environment Ministers, the Finance Ministers,
Education, Trade and Economic issues. As far as we are concerned,
The Asia-Pacific is very much part of our Look East Policy. And the
East Asia Summit plays a significant role as a forum for building an open,
transparent, and inclusive architecture for regional cooperation. We are
committed to the cause of economic integration in the Asia-Pacific and
are actively taking part in the RCEP negotiations between ASEAN States
and their FTA partners.

During this East Asia Summit, Brunei as the Chair has proposed two
new initiatives. These relate to food security and setting up a Track-2
study group. We would also be informing the East Asia Summit Foreign
Ministers Meeting participants about progress made at the Nalanda
University because several of them have been forthcoming in their
willingness to contribute to the Nalanda University.

That brings me to the last part of this Brunei visit and that relates to the
ASEAN Regional Forum. ASEAN Regional Forum is the focus for CBMs
and preventive diplomacy as well as peace building. It inculcates habits
of cooperation in areas such as counterterrorism, organized crime,
maritime security, disaster relief and humanitarian assistance. We have
participated in specific exercises under this rubric. And the ARF has
agreed work plans on maritime security, counterterrorism. This provides
a forum for countries to express themselves on international security-
related issues such as the DPRK, South China Sea and Afghanistan.
Like in the past, the External Affairs Minister will participate and make a
statement during the plenary to present our position on some of the issues
on the agenda. | think that broadly covers the Brunei part of it.

As regards the Singapore part of it, Singapore is our most active partner
in terms of the ASEAN economically. Our trade with Singapore is the
highest among ASEAN members. Singapore’s investment to India during
the last decade is estimated by various sources to be about 10 per cent
of the FDI flows in India.

In 2014-15 we will celebrate 50 years of India-Singapore diplomatic
relations, and the External Affairs Minister will use the opportunity to see
how we can chalk out various ideas that we have to implement this in a
befitting manner.
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He will also deliver a lecture at the Institute of South Asian Studies on —
“India and South East Asia : Today and Tomorrow”. Mr. Khurshid will
also be interacting with members of the Indian community as well as the
business communities in Singapore.

If I have not mentioned before, apart from the Foreign Minister, Mr
Khurshidis expected call on the Prime Minister of Singapore, the Emeritus
Senior Minister, and the Deputy Prime Minister, Coordinating Minister
for National Security.

I think | will stop there and take any questions that you may have on
this.

Q: When is he leaving?

Official Spokesperson: He is leaving in the afternoon on 30thand he
will be reaching there that evening.

Q: When will he be back?
Official Spokesperson: He will be back on the 4thnight.
Q: What is this work plan on maritime security?

Official Spokesperson: This is a work in progress. It is an attempt to
see if we can cooperate on anti-piracy measures largely, coordinate
and cooperate on areas where we can have our navies work together in
a coordinated manner.

Q: I was wondering whether any bilateral meetings are lined up on the
sidelines of the ARF meeting, especially with China or Pakistan?

Official Spokesperson: There are several meetings that are lined up
and there are several more in the pipeline. At this stage | can confirm
Indonesia, likely Australia, China and Bangladesh. That is what | have
right away. But there are several in the pipeline and, as you know, during
these conferences there could be several unscheduled meetings too.

Q: Could you elaborate on Brunei's proposals on food security and Track-
2 study group?

Official Spokesperson: This is a proposal that they have indicated that
they will unveil. It will finally be approved only at the summit because, as
you know, the East Asia Summit is a leaders-driven body. What they
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have indicated to us at this stage is that these are the two proposals that
they will unveil to the Foreign Ministers and they will outline the contours
of these two proposals at the Foreign Ministers meeting and this will be
on the agenda. Based on that, it will then be discussed and will be
considered at the summit because the final outcome will be only at the
summit. So, these are only sort of tentative indications which we thought
we will share with you.

Q: As EAM would be meeting his Bangladesh counterpart, would
extradition of Anup Chetia figure anywhere because he has withdrawn
his application and the Indian Home Minister has indicated that he might
be handed over in the next month?

Official Spokesperson: You know, we never tell you the outcomes in
advance. There are others who do that and there are many of you who
speculate about such outcomes. But our view has always been that we
will only share the outcomes at the completion of those meetings. If any
specific outcome or issue is raised, | certainly will be able to share with
you once that is done. So, let me keep you in a little bit of suspense,
unlike several of you who are blowing trial balloons in the air.

Question: Brunei is a tiny country but they have lots of oil. The Ruler of
Brunei was once upon a time the richest man in the world. Do we buy oll
from them, and does Brunei invest in India?

Official Spokesperson: | forgot, there will also be a bilateral meeting
with the host Foreign Minister of Brunei.

Yes, we are buying oil from them. | think it is in the vicinity of something
like two billion dollars, but | do not have the details about the investment.
But my understanding is that we always welcome investment from
anybody who has confidence to invest in India. And if the Ruler of Brunei
would like to invest, we will certainly welcome that because we have
previously made efforts in that regard. | do not have the factual details,
so | do not want to guess on that.

Q: Recently the Minister of Overseas Indian Affairs said that there is no
problem related to Nitagat in Kuwait. What is the real situation in Kuwait?

Official Spokesperson: Let me try and summarise for you the issues
in Kuwait. First you have to understand that the Indian community in
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Kuwait totals approximately 700,000. This is actually an increase of more
than 25,000 since the beginning of the year. So, let us be clear that there
is a continuing increase of Indian nationals in Kuwait.

Secondly, in Kuwait there have been recent cases where they have
tried and targeted people who do not have either a visa to work because
they have come on another visa and are working illegally, or people who
have overstayed and are working, and people who have come on for
example domestic visa but are working in an institution. These are clearly
irregular in the perception of the Kuwaiti authorities and, therefore, they
are undertaking checks etc. And there have been cases also of
deportation.

Let me try and explain to you the magnitude of this. During this year,
there has been a total number of about a thousand Emergency
Certificates issued. These people who have left by Emergency
Certificates are 1,000 in number but there are others also. What we see
is that in the first six months a total of about 3,600 Indians have through
various means been deported back to India. These are inclusive of the
1,000 who took the ECs. So, 1,000 with Emergency Certificates and
another 2,600 who had their passports and were deported back to India.

Now you may well think that the number is very large. Actually, it is
smaller than the number last year for the same period. So, the issue of
movement of Indian nationals to and from the Gulf countries, and Kuwait
in particular because you have raised this issue, is a normal
phenomenon. | have told you, from the beginning of the year till now
there has been an inflow of Indian nationals of about 25,000 extra
compared to what they were at the beginning of the year, and the numbers
of who have returned or deported is approximately 3,600.

There have been some instances where people have said that they were
harassed or suddenly taken by surprise etc. Our Mission has been
working on this matter rather proactively. We set up a 24/7 help desk
and also an email identity where anybody can write if they have such
concerns. By our account, approximately 600 telephone calls have been
received so far on this matter. There are also approximately 100 emails
that have been received. None of them relate to any specific case of
harassment. These relate to general concerns, fears, apprehensions,
worries; and they are being responded to.
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What we have told is that every instance of harassment, if it is
communicated to the Indian Embassy, we will certainly take up actively
and pursue it to its logical conclusion. But at this stage, since we set up
this mechanism about fifteen or twenty days ago, despite all these
numbers that | have given to you we have not had one specific case.
The Embassy and Ambassador are also in touch with the local
organizations there, that is the Indian organizations. These are based
sometimes on regional basis or sometimes on other professional basis.

Finally, they are in touch with large employers, those employing more
than 5,000 etc. They have had meetings with them to ascertain from
them whether any of their employees in their personal capacities have
faced problems or not. This is what we are doing proactively with the
Indian community.

On the other hand we have taken this up with the Kuwaiti authorities
both in New Delhi and in Kuwait. We are suggesting that should they
want to implement a policy whereby they want to crackdown on people
who are irregular, it is best to provide space and time for them to leave of
their own volition. So, what we have requested is that some sort of option
be given under which people are given a certain amount of time whereby
they can leave. Alternatively they can regularize their stay in Kuwait in
accordance with Kuwaiti requirements.

After all it is their country and they do have the right to enforce the law as
they deem fit. Our request is only that it should be done in a manner
where everybody knows that this is now the norm and they are provided
time and space to adjust to this. That is where we are in terms of issues
relating to the Indian community and Kuwait.

| think | may have answered your question. But if you have any other
specifics, | am willing to answer that.

Q: | believe there is an understanding between India and Pakistan that
allows two journalists from India to be posted in Pakistan and vice versa.
What is the visa status of these two journalists who are posted in
Pakistan?

Official Spokesperson: Journalists represent their individual
organizations. As far as India is concerned, there are no requests either
received or pending from Pakistani organizations for stationing journalists
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in India. As far as journalists from India in Pakistan are concerned, we
have seen reports of issues in this context and | think it is best for the
Pakistani authorities to answer to that. We are aware of one organization
which did raise this issue that they have been seeking a replacement for
one of their journalists and they had sought our assistance in that matter.
We have taken this up previously with the Pakistani authorities.

Q:...(Inaudible)... Could you tell us the outcome of the discussion with
the Kuwaiti authorities on the suggestions we made?

Official Spokesperson: We have made these suggestions. We
understand that these are being worked through their system. It is for
them to accept or not to accept. We made this in good faith. We made
this based on our understanding of how the situation is and our
experience. We will leave it now for the Kuwaiti authorities to make the
final decision on that. We have made these proposals and we hope an
option or a solution is worked out which is in the best interest of all Indians
and all expatriates.

By the way | perhaps did not put the caveat previously but | would like to
putit now that this is not an issue related to India and Kuwait, this is an
issue related to expatriates in Kuwait. Therefore, this is not a bilateral
issue in that sense of the term. The term Nitaqgat is specifically confined
to Saudi Arabia and this has not been an issue which has come up in
Kuwait, and | can reconfirm what you have heard from the Minister of
Overseas Indian Affairs.

Q: NSA is there in Beijing talking to his counterpart. Can you give us an
update on what are the issues which he is going to talk about and any
parameters can we take at this stage that we are talking about?

Official Spokesperson: It would be highly unusual to comment while
the visit is under way. But let me assure you that tomorrow when the
visit is over we will try and put out in the public domain what we perceive
as the outcome. It is not our practice to put in the public domain any
details while a visit is on whether it is India or it is overseas. So, please
bear with us. All  am saying is reiterating what we have always followed
as a practice. This is not unusual. We never do it even when the visit is
under way here in India until the visit is complete or the discussions are
over. In this case, it is not that.
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Q: US Special Representative on Pakistan and Afghanistan Ambassador
Dobbins was here yesterday and he had meetings with Foreign Secretary
and Indian Special Envoy. Can you give a sense of the meeting and
what specific concerns India raised and how he responded to them?

Official Spokesperson: You have come back to an approach which |
have always desisted from and that is ‘can you tell us what happened in
the discussions’. Always my view has been that | am not a fly on the
wall. | have also said this before that if | was, | would not be sitting here,
| would have been swatted long ago by people who ensure the security
of such discussions.

That said, India and the US have a relationship whereby we are in close
touch on a wide variety of issues including on Afghanistan. We have
had bilateral consultations on Afghanistan, and Ambassador Dobbins
visit yesterday was in that context. This is not the first we have had
these consultations and these are of an ongoing nature.

Now if | can try and say the broad rubrics that they discussed, yes, he
did explain to us the state of play on the reconciliation process. That
was number one. And he explained what was the nitty-gritty on this issue.
We indicated to him our views on how we perceive this. That is one
area. The second area we discussed was, our own cooperation in this
along with Afghanistan. As you know, we have a trilateral meeting and
we are very keen that the next trilateral should be held.

The first trilateral was held in New York during the UN General Assembly.
The last one was held here in Delhi. We are very keen that a third trilateral
is held at an early date. We have requested the US to indicate to us
dates so that we can take this trilateral format of discussions further
because it has been very useful and we find it a good platform to use to
pursue our developmental activities there in coordination with others.
That is about what | can say, unless you have any specifics on it.

Q: The question is on UK visa bond issue. Has India taken up the matter
with London? Any assurances if India will be kept out of the pilot scheme?

Official Spokesperson: Yes, following media reports on this matter we
did take it up both at a political level - because our Minister of Commerce
and Industry Mr. Anand Sharma was there in the UK — and also at the
diplomatic level. In both these conversations the response we seem to



180 INDIA’S FOREIGN RELATIONS-2013

be gettingis, and if I can try and summarise for you without getting into
the details, is that this is a work in progress. They will discuss with us
these issues.

We had indicated, if you would recollect, that should there be matters of
such a nature, we would like to discuss these at the India-UK Consular
Forum meeting. My understanding is that it will be held in the latter half of
July. They have agreed that this matter could be a basis for discussion
there. At this stage it is a work in progress. So, | think they have also
made this publically known that they are still mulling it over and | think it
is fair that we wait till we hear from them on what is their view.

Of course they are well aware of the concerns raised in India and these
were communicated both by many of you in the media as also by our
Minister as also by our Mission there. So, they are well aware of the
situation. Let us wait and see how and in what format they talk to us
about any plans that they may have for the future on visa-related issues.
We will take it up then.

Q:...(Inaudible)...killed in Lahore or died in Lahore. Any details on the
autopsy report? | suppose we are still awaiting the autopsy report of the
two other prisoners who died in Pakistan.

Official Spokesperson: Let us take this prisoner. The name of this
prisoner, Mr. Zakir Ali, figures in the list that Pakistan provided to us at
the beginning of the year. Consequently, we sought consular access.
Both at the time of the visit of the Judicial Commission which visited
Pakistan, if you remember towards the end of April, and subsequently
after that, on both these occasions, we were not able to get information
about him from the prisoner himself because he was not in a mental
state where he could articulate details about himself.

Therefore, while he figures on that list provided by Pakistan to us, we
were not able to identify his nationality on two occasions when the Indian
Judicial Commission met them and when our Consular officers met them
later on - | think the Consular officers met him on the 8thof June. Since
we did not have the details available about where he was from, where in
India are his contact points, we are trying to ascertain them now because
he was not able to provide these details. Should we be able to find some
information on this, we will take it forward.
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As regards earlier cases we did receive some partial autopsy reports
previously and we have communicated these appropriately.

Thank you very much

L 2B R R J J

037. External Affairs Minister’s interview to the Statesman.
New Delhi, June 29, 2013.

Foreign policy does not boil down to a single issue

(In an interview with SIMRAN SODHI, External Affairs Minister Mr
Salman Khurshid spoke about the various foreign policy issues
facing the country and his views on how India plans to deal with
them.)

In context of the recent visit of US Secretary of State Mr John Kerry,
do you feel that India’'s concerns on Afghanistan have been
addressed? With talks between the US and Taliban slated to happen
soon, do you feel India’s role might get squeezed out in the process,

with Pakistan getting a bigger role?

Secretary Kerry was very appreciative of India’s role in Afghanistan,
especially in the area of development. At the Press conference he
addressed, he said clearly that the attempt to talk to the Taliban was
essentially a conversation they want with the willing Taliban. Also, that
this would be an Afghan-led process. Now, all this sounds like music to
us and is just the approach we would like to have. But, at the same time,
we have cause for concern and we have conveyed to him that there are
red lines that the Taliban needs to adhere to. The good thing is that
Secretary Kerry said the talks with the Taliban is an experiment ~ it
could work or not work. Even President Karzai wants to talk with the
Taliban; this is something we have checked with him. | think there are
still a lot of different ways of looking at what is happening and we would
want to keep a watch. We are aware that some elements in Pakistan
may want to exclude India from Afghanistan, which is, fortunately, not
acceptable to others.
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Do you think in vesting in Karzai was a good idea?

President Karzai, if nothing else, is a bridge to the future of Afghanistan.
You can walk on a bridge and say it could have been better. You can
walk on a bridge and say it is not wide enough or solid enough. You can
say all kinds of things, but the important thing is that it is a bridge that
took Afghanistan from its state of war to where it stands today. | think it's
not fair not to give him credit for what he has achieved.

Is there a chance President Karzai might stay on even after the
elections in Afghanistan?

The Constitution doesn'’t allow it. He has always said that he doesn’t
want to. Periodically, there is talk that he should stay on because there
is no alternative. But | have personally spoken to him, and he has always
said that there is a constitutional mandate that comes to an end. But the
picture ahead is still far from clear.

Would you agree with the view that the Indo-US relationship has
slumped in recent years and there are no new areas of co-operation
between the two countries?

| think the highs that people perceived came after long periods of lows
and so the highs were perceived to be higher than they were. Similarly,
when you have achieved a high point, you can’t just keep going higher
and higher. You have to slow down and consolidate. There is a lot of
follow up job that needs to be done. There are a lot of things under the
radar that have moved forward. But having said that, | know that there
are a lot of critical things, from both sides, that need to be addressed. If
we don’t address them, then a lot of things we have achieved in other
fields would be undermined. Both sides have issues about trade access.
There are issues about H1B visas; they have issues about the time
NPCIL is taking to sign the contract; there are still talks taking place
about the nuclear liability issue.

These are very, very complicated issues, given the nature of politics in
their and our country. But we are on a solid ground and it will be good if
we can resolve some of these issues before September, when Prime
Minister Mr Manmohan Singh visits the US.
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Today, India has a relationship with most major countries in the
world. India also has strategic partnerships with several countries.

Which would you say has been the single most challenging bilateral
relationship?

By saying that this is challenging, you might give the impression that this
is a problem. It's the effort that goes into servicing a relationship that can
make the relationship challenging. And the size of the relationship, seen
in context of the effort required, can make it challenging. | think in that
sense, both in terms of content, in terms of size, expectation and visibility
and the close scrutiny of the media, the relationship with the US is the
most challenging. Having said that, | would say that if the challenges are
great, the rewards are equally great.

Could you list the three most important bilateral relationships?

The question is not fair. | will tell you the areas that, for us, invite special
attention. The P5 (referring to the five permanent members of the UN
Security Council) inevitably, also because we want to be on the Security
Council and they all seem to acknowledge that one day we will be on the
Security Council.

The other important focus is the region that is responsible for our energy
security - west Asia, central Asia and Iran. We have a huge opportunity
in the South-east Asia region. Europe, which is our largest trading partner,
and Africa, where we have made the best of relationships, are also
crucial. Each one is important in its own way, and requires attention. |
also took special steps to revive links with Latin America.

The race for India’s next foreign secretary has thrown up a debate
over seniority versus merit. Your take on it.

There’s no debate in our mind; it's all in the papers. | don't think you
should see seniority in isolation, you should also not see merit in
isolation...seniority and merit go together. You don’t spend 30 years in
the Indian Foreign Service and by some quirk of fate get to the top. And
when you are on top, you have to be somebody who served in the P5
countries, somebody who served in the neighbourhood, SAARC
countries, or somebody who has been at critical moments in the driving
seat of policy.
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Your visit to Irag came 23 y ears after the last visit b y an Indian
minister. What would say is the reason for this long hiatus?

Iragis think we are afraid of the violence there. | don't see any reason
why we should be afraid. There is a lot of security paraphernalia in
Baghdad and | went only to Baghdad. | felt a tremendous amount of
affinity when | was in Iraqg, a tremendous sense of being welcome, both
for me personally and for the country. | also think it's remarkable, the
kind of willingness they have to work closely with us.

Would you say that we are moving towards Iraq because we are
trying to reduce our oil dependence on Iran?

We are not reducing our dependence on Iran. Iran is our friend and we
can't say that you are a friend in trouble and we don’t want to touch you.
But there is a practical difficulty ~ if there is nobody to carry the crude oll
from Iran to India, no tankers are available and banks are not available,
how do you get oil? But at the same time Iran knows we have taken a
position in the IAEA and they know why we have taken that position.

Has it been easy balancing relations with Iran on one hand and the
US on the other?

We have, haven't we? No one has complained to us. We are developing
the Chabahar port and we are not hiding it from anyone. But at the same
time, we do accept the United Nations Security Council sanctions. |
think it is a world of contradictions and we have to live with these
contradictions and harmonise them.

In the last few weeks, the Rajapakse government has taken steps
towards diluting the 13th amendment. In one of the possibly
strongest statements issued by India, we expressed dismay at the
steps. Do you think the Rajapakse government will back down and
not dilute the 13th amendment before elections are held to the
Northern Provincial Council?

Elections will be held and that’s a good thing. What kind of dilution takes
place is something we need to study. We don’t want any kind of dilution.
There is a very strong feeling in our country that there should be no
dilution at all. But political life is not tranquil and there can be reasons to
depart from something you have done in the past. But because it's a
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promise made to the world and to us, it’s only fair that an attempt should
be made to explain to us why they are departing from that position. And
if they are departing from that position, there may be many other areas in
which you can compensate. And there are a lot of areas, the LLRC
(Lessons Learnt and Reconciliation Commission) for instance. So if you
are diluting, though we are totally against it, you could strategically
compensate it in some way.

How do you view the new government in Pakistan and its desire to
pursue peace? Do you trust them?

| don’t think it's a good way to start a relationship by saying ‘I don't trust
you'. We have to be careful in dealing with the Pakistan government, not
because you have an inherent mistrust of them, but because we know
they work under compulsions. Pakistan cannot change overnight. What
has happened in Pakistan will not go away in one election. But
nevertheless, Nawaz Sharif had very bravely said the right things during
the election campaign and after taking the oath of office. We should give
him a chance.

¢ ¢ ¢ 00

038. Press Release of the Ministry of External Affairs
announcing the appointment of Ambassador Smt. Sujatha

Singh as the next Foreign Secretary.

New Delhi, July 2, 2013.

Smt. Sujatha Singh, an Indian Foreign Service (IFS) Officer of the1976
batch, will be the next Foreign Secretary of India, with a term of two
years. She will assume charge on 1st August 2013.

Smt. Singh is presently India’'s Ambassador to Germany.
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039. Press Release of the Ministry of Home Affairs on the steps
to combat terrorism.

New Delhi, July 2, 2013.

Addressing the members of Consultative Committee attached to the
Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) here today, Union Home Minister Shri
Sushilkumar Shinde informed that the Government have taken a series
of steps to combat terrorism in the country. He mentioned that the legal
regime and mechanism for counter terrorism like amendments of Unlawful
Activities (Prevention) Act, 1967 in 2008 and 2012, sharing of intelligence
through close and effective co-ordination amongst Central and State
level agencies and creation of four regional hubs (Mumbai, Hyderabad,
Chennai and Kolkatta) of National Security Guards (NSG) to cover the
whole country has strengthened the efforts to combat terrorism.

Shri Shinde informed the members that the establishment of National
Investigation Agency (NIA) for dealing with cases of terrorism exclusively,
border security measures to guard land border through fencing along
with flood lighting and border roads on the Indo-Pakistan and Indo-
Bangladesh Border has also improved the security situation.

Shri Shinde further informed that the modernization of State Police Forces,
steps to deal with the issue of Fake Indian Currency Notes (FICN) and
NATGRID, envisaged to link further data bases for creating actionable
intelligence is also under establishment as steps being taken to combat
terrorism. He mentioned that the recent attack on the Army convoy by
militants, the brutal attack by CPI (Maoists) in Chattisgarh’s Bastar District
and attacks on a train at Jamui in Bihar were attacks on our democratic
values and freedom to participate in political activities. The Home Minister
said that the Govt. is committed to make all out efforts to address the
genuine grievances of deprived sections of society as the development
can not happen in an environment of terror. He said that the acts of
violence against innocents will be dealt firmly.

Further explaining the situation of internal security, the Home Minister
mentioned that there is an improvement in the security situation in the
country during the last year. The Minister stated that the terrorist threat
and challenges to internal security can be broadly categorized coming
from four categories namely J&K, North Eastern States, Left Wing
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Extremism (LWE) and terrorism in the Hinterland of the country. The
Minister also informed the members about the employment generation
scheme like “UDAAN" and “HIMAYAT” in the State of J&K. He said that
the Central Govt. is continuously assisting the North Eastern States by
deploying Central Armed Police Forces to assist the State Police in their
counter -insurgency operations against the militant outfits and augmenting
and upgrading their police force by way of sanction of Indian Reserved
Battalion.

The LWE is one of our gravest challenges and the strategy to be adopted
to combat violence in these areas has to be a combination of security
measures coupled with development. As far as terrorism in the Hinterland
is concerned, the country witnessed two major bomb blasts in 2013,
first in Hyderabad and second in Bangaluru.

Earlier, Union Home Secretary Shri Anil Goswami introduced the agenda
and stated that there has been continuous efforts to bring about better
initiatives to tackle terrorism by comprehensive rules of engagement,
inclusive of legal framework, additional recruitments, intelligence network
and coordination with Civil Administration. Border management, mobility
and communication system for improving the security situation and
combating terrorism are other measures in this regard, he added.

The members deliberated on all aspects of combating terrorism in the
country and discussed the recent incidents of security situation in the
State of J&K, North Eastern States, Left Wing Extremism, co-ordination
amongst security agencies, rehabilitation policy and security
arrangements along the borders. The Committee also appreciated the
services of the forces including para military forces in relief and rescue
work during the recent Uttrakhand floods.

The following members of Consultative Committee were present at the
meeting. Shri Ismail Hussain, Shri Kamal Kishor, Shri Lalu Prasad,
Dr.Rattan Singh Ajnala, Dr.Thokchom Meinya, Shri Yogi Aditya Nath
from Lok Sabha and Shri Bhubaneswar Kalita, Shri H.K.Dua, Shri Mohd.Ali
Khan, Shri Om Prakash Mathur, Prof. Ram Gopal Yadav and Shri Vinay
Katiyar from Rajya Sabha.
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040. Media briefing by Official Spokesperson.
New Delhi, July 3, 2013.

Official Spokesperson (Shri Syed Akbaruddin): Good afternoon
everyone and thank you very much for coming here for this interaction.
| hate to disappoint you all, but | will today by saying that | have nothing
to say. However, if any of you have anything to ask me on anything, |
will be willing to respond.

Q: Sir, has the External Affairs Minister said that India is alright with
talks with Taliban, that is the US talking to Taliban, as far as the Afghan
reconciliation is concerned? And are there no concerns for India because
a part of the Taliban team would also include Haggani Network?

Official Spokesperson: What | would suggest is that the statement by
the External Affairs Minister is put on the website of the Ministry of External
Affairs and this can be seen.

As regards our approach to the reconciliation process in Afghanistan,
let me try and encapsulate it for your benefit. We do understand the
need for reconciliation in Afghanistan, and we have said it repeatedly
that we would welcome any efforts towards reconciliation and this
reconciliation should include all Afghan parties, it should be Afghan led
and Afghan controlled.

Also we have said that as far as we are concerned this reconciliation
process should involve following what are known as the red lines which
have been agreed to between Afghanistan and the international
community. These redlines, if you would like me to reiterate, are: the
process should be transparent, Afghan led, inclusive; it should include
those who are ready to abjure violence; and we would be willing to accept
that it includes all Afghan parties including those who are currently out of
the mainstream but wish to abjure violence and join the mainstream, and
this includes the Taliban.

Q: Some Indians were killed in Afghanistan in Kabul. Is there anything
on that as yet?

Official Spokesperson: |do regret to inform you that yesterday morning
in the course of an attack on a housing compound in Kabul which housed
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foreigners, three Indian nationals were killed. The three were: (1) Mr.
Gilaji Sandeep who was working as a waiter, he is from Andhra Pradesh,
(2) Mr. Chakraborty Kaushik, who was a laundry manager, he is from
West Bengal, and (3) Mr. Gurudi Naveen Kumar, who was the front
office manager also from Andhra Pradesh. These were among the more
than 50 Indian nationals who were working there through a contractor.
They were providing various services at the housing compound. Our
Embassy is in touch with their employer to try and assist them in
completing the legal formalities and the medical formalities before they
repatriate the dead bodies back to their hometowns. The rest of the Indian
nationals are safe but obviously shocked by the attack.

Q: I just wanted to ask you on the Snowden story. On the day that the
story initially broke you gave a very strong statement saying that if there
is any violation of Indian privacy laws, it would be unacceptable. But we
heard the Foreign Minister yesterday say that this is not snooping, that
this is scrutiny. He seemed to be taking a different stand from the initial
MEA reaction. So, what is the Government of India’s position on this?
Has it been diluted? It seems that the Foreign Minister is justifying the
American snooping.

Official Spokesperson: All those adjectives you use in terms of
describing the External Affairs Minister are yours. | do not think he used
any of those words in terms of justification, dilution, etc. Our view remains
what we have said previously that we were concerned at these reports,
also that this would be taken up.

The External Affairs Minister was only elaborating about his discussion
with the US Secretary of State during their last meeting. Also we had
indicated to you that these are technical issues and need to be discussed
in a technical forum, and we had indicated to you that the Cyber Security
Dialogue was the forum for discussion of these. That remains our
position. | hope | have been able to clarify that.

Q: Just afollow up to that question. There are reports that Indian Embassy
in Washington was also under NSA surveillance. Have you verified the
authenticity of the reports and any response to that?

Official Spokesperson: First let me put a caveat. While this is a follow
up to Nidhi’s question, this is a separate issue. The issue that Nidhi was
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talking of was in terms of the metatext and assessment of metatext by
US agencies, which is a different issue, and that was what was the
response that we gave previously, and that was also the issue that the
External Affairs Minister was responding to in terms of his discussions
with Secretary Kerry.

Now as regards the media reports that you are mentioning about, this is
a separate issue about our Embassy. Yes, we have seen and studied
the media reports of our Embassy in Washington being amongst a list of
diplomatic missions which were intrusively monitored by US agencies.
Obviously, we are concerned at such disconcerting reports and we will
certainly raise with US authorities these serious allegations.

Q: Antony is visiting China. This is important considering that he will be
the first Defence Minister in seven years to visit China. What is his
diplomatic brief and what are the MEA inputs?

Official Spokesperson: | think we have been through this before. (a) It
is not the norm or the approach that we follow in trying to tell you what
are the intra-governmental inputs that are provided. (b) | do appreciate
your interest in matters relating to the defence, but there is a full-fledged
Division there that can respond to the specifics that you would like to be
responded to. | certainly am not responsible for the functioning of that
Department.

Q: Can you tell us something about Basil Rajapaksa’s upcoming visit
tomorrow? What is he going to do and who is he going to meet? And are
you going to be able to say something about Mr. Menon’s visit to
Colombo?

Official Spokesperson: You are aware that India and Sri Lanka have
regular high-level consultations, and the visit of Mr. Basil Rajapaksa
comes in that context. He is likely to have meetings here in Delhi. This is
awork in progress, but he certainly will meet the External Affairs Minister
among others.

As regards what he will discuss, you know my answer to that but you
still have ventured to probe me on that matter and | will desist from falling
for that bait. It is our usual practice that we respond at the outcome of the
discussions rather than prejudge what they will discuss.



GENERAL 191

As regards any other visit, if they deal with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
I will respond. But you have referred to a visit other than by the Ministry
of External Affairs and my answer to that remains what | told Rajiv, which
is that my limited ambit of discussion is either matters relating to the
Ministry of External Affairs, or the visits of the Prime Minister of India, or
the Vice-President and President. These are the areas information about
which twe in the External Publicity Division are responsible for
disseminating. So, | would beg your pardon that | will not be able to
respond to those specifics that you are asking about other visits.

Q: Will Mr. Rajapaksa call on the Prime Minister?

Official Spokesperson: As | said, | can confirm the meeting with the
External Affairs Minister. The rest of his programme is still evolving.
Should we have such a meeting, we will certainly let you know. At this
stage | can confirm to you the meeting with the External Affairs Minister.

Q: Sir, it has been reported that Russia offered assistance in disaster
management in Uttarakhand rescue and relief but this was declined by
India. Your comments please.

Official Spokesperson: As you know, as a general policy in case of
rescue and relief operations we have followed the practice that we have
adequate ability to respond to emergency requirements. And for a variety
of reasons we have not also in the past too, unless there are specific
circumstances, been able to accept offers of assistance for rescue and
relief.

However, as you know, such events are cataclysmic in nature and they
have a longer term impact. So, beyond the rescue and relief phase there
are other phases. These are rehabilitation, reconstruction, and so on. If
reconstruction and other measures are provided for those elements, we
will examine how they fit into the broader plan in terms of rehabilitation
and reconstruction in the region and take a call at that stage rather than
say that this was for all times, etc. | hope | have clarified our position on
that.

Q: This is regarding the Italian Marines. Today is the 90 days of the
beginning of the investigation of NIA. According to some speculation
there are some obstacles regarding the Italian witness. | would like to
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know if there are any updates, and if the 90 days are mandatory or not
for the investigation?

Official Spokesperson: Maria, frankly | must confess that for once |
am not able to respond to your questions because again this is a complex
matter which deals with several parts of our executive as well as judiciary.
Now whether certain dates are mandatory or not is for the judiciary to
take a call on.

As to whether there are some shortcomings or inability of any withesses
to come, | suggest you need to contact those who are in a position to
make those witnesses come, and that in this case is the Italian
Government. After all those witnesses etc., may also be employees of
that Government and it is easier for them to facilitate that. We can only
make those requests.

Let me reiterate, it is always our desire to try and quickly resolve this
case which is unique in nature. It issui generis. We do not want this to
impinge on other aspects of our relationship. We stand ready to work
with Italy to try and facilitate in a manner which is possible under our
judicial system so that an outcome which is judicially determined is arrived
at at the earliest.

Q: Sir, this meeting between Sartaj Aziz and Salman Khurshid in Brunei,
was it decided that India would resume the format of Composite Dialogue
process with Pakistan?

Official Spokesperson: | do not know where you heard this. What is
available as an outcome of that dialogue is available in terms of the
statements made by both the External Affairs Minister and by Mr. Sartaj
Aziz there. A video is available, you could have a look.

As far as we are concerned, we are awaiting the dates for different
aspects of the resumed dialogue, and that is the dialogue that we have
been pursuing so far. | do not know of anything else that you are saying
about because what is on the table is the continuation of the resumed
dialogue because, as you perhaps are aware, the resumed dialogue
started immediately in September 2012. That was the third round of the
resumed dialogue. It began with the meetings of the Commerce
Secretaries.
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Subsequent to that there were meetings which were scheduled relating
to the Tulbul Navigation Project and the Wullar Barrage. That did not
take place. That was perhaps to be in early February and they could not
be at that time be pursued because we had indicated that our lead
negotiator in that was unable to continue because he was retiring end of
the month in January. Therefore, we had requested for fresh dates. Those
were the only two elements of the resumed dialogue that were agreed
on. There remain other elements of the resumed dialogue where we now
have to work on dates, and that is the issue that is being discussed and
focused on.

Q: A few countries have issued travel advisories for Egypt. Are we
concerned about our citizens in the country and have we had any
discussions with the Government over the Constitutional crisis?

Official Spokesperson: A couple of things. Itis not our practice to revert
to advisories unless we deem the situation is so difficult that it makes it
absolutely necessary for us to indicate that there is no need for Indians
to travel, and in such cases we have. In this case we have not. However,
our Ambassador there is in touch with the Indian community. As you are
perhaps aware, there is an Indian community but not a very large one.
The Mission has indicated to them the areas where these protests are
taking place so that for the present they avoid those areas.

As regards the situation itself, this is a matter for the Egyptians to decide
internally, and so we have not taken it up. If the question you asking us
is whether this has been taken up bilaterally, the answer is no because
it is not our practice and policy to intervene in matters which are
essentially in the domain of internal jurisdiction of a country.

Thank you very much
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041. Speech by National Security Advisor Shivshankar Menon
at Fourth International Meeting of High Level Officials
Responsible for Security.

Vladivostok, July 4, 2013.

Your Excellencies, Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen.
| wish to begin by thanking you, Mr. Patrushev, and the Russian

government for your initiative in arranging this important intenational
meeting, which has now established itself in the calendar as a meeting
that we all look forward to, for your hospitality, and for the importance
and topicality of the discussions. | will say a few words on cyber security.

Cyberspace is today the fifth domain of human activity, in addition to
land, sea, air and outer space. During the last two decades, the Internet
has grown exponentially in its reach and scope. Equally, our dependence
upon cyberspace for social, economic, governance, and security
functions has also grown exponentially. Unfettered access to information
through a global inter-connected Internet empowers individuals and
governments, and it poses new challenges to the privacy of individuals
and to the capability of Governments and administrators of cyberspace
tasked to prevent its misuse.

Our task is complicated by the unique characteristics of cyberspace.
These include, as we are reminded every day: its borderless nature,
both geographically and functionally; anonymity and the difficulty of
attribution; the fact that for the present the advantage is with offense
rather than defence; and, the relatively anarchic nature of this domain.
Let us consider each of these briefly

Borderlessness

The anonymity and inter-connectivity of cyberspace are exploited by
criminals, terrorists and even States to carry out identity theft and financial
fraud, conduct espionage, disrupt critical infrastructures, facilitate terrorist
activities, steal corporate information, and plant malicious software
(malware) and Trojans which can be exploited in different ways.
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Anonymity

Because of the anonymity and the difficulty in attribution, securing
cyberspace against misuse by either State or non-State actors is a multi-
dimensional challenge that requires concerted efforts on the part of all
stakeholders. Cyber security involves securing our national Information
Communication Networks and Critical Information Infrastructure,
combating cyber crime and protection from cyber attacks. It involves
threat monitoring, assessment, mitigation, risk management, forensics,
hardening of systems and capacity building in terms of both technical as
well as human resources. All these require technical advances to make
it possible for us to be able to redefine anonymity so as to separate
legitimate from other uses of cyberspace.

Offense and Defence

We have seen that there is an inextricable link between cyber crime,
trans-national organized crime and cyber terrorism. Active actors range
from ordinary individuals to cyber criminals, extremists, terrorists, social,
and political groups. We have also seen that launching destructive cyber
attacks costs little, but defending against such attacks is becoming
increasingly expensive and complex. The increasing use of “cloud
computing” models, and third party network based servers which form
the “cloud”, has introduced new policy challenges such as defining
jurisdictional boundaries for law enforcement, protecting privacy and civil
liberties according to national laws, and liability in the event of a breach
of security.

Anarchy: International and Governance Aspects

Different countries have different approaches to this issue, based on
their national experience and perceived interests. We are each learning
as we go. Fortunately we now see the beginnings of a common realization
of the need to ensure security of cyberspace and to institutionalize
safeguards for individuals and society against its misuse.

Given the inter-dependencies that are a characteristic of cyber space,
the international community needs to make concerted efforts to secure
cyberspace, which is a common resource. Many issues relating to cyber
security have trans-national components and these challenges cannot
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be addressed by individual nations or in isolation. There is a self evident
need for cooperation to exchange experiences and to share best
practices for protection of information infrastructures.

There is a need to develop a common understanding on norms of State
behaviour in cyberspace. India would prefer norms derived from existing
international legal frameworks relevant to the use of ICT. As a member
of United Nations Group of Experts, India has worked with Russia and
with other countries on the Group’s Report, which will be submitted to
the UN General Assembly.

India supports democratic and representative Internet governance.
International institutions that are invested with authority to manage or
regulate the Internet need to be broad-based and internationalized if they
are to make meaningful decisions on what is today a global commons.

India’s Experience

India is one of the major IT destinations in the world. We have the third
largest number of Internet users after the USA and China. India has a
Gen Y population, between the ages of 15 to 29 years, of approximately
310 million adept at using the Internet and social media networks. There
are over 700 million mobile phones and about 670,000 km of optical fibre
laid across the country. We add over 7 million new mobile phone
connections every month. Such phenomenal growth in access to
information and connectivity has added to our vulnerabilities.

The Government of India has recently approved a National Cyber
Security Policy and a Framework to address cyber security concerns.
This Framework envisages a multi-layered approach to ensure defence
in depth and a clear delineation of functional responsibilities amongst
stakeholders, while stressing coordination and sharing of real-time
information. It also seeks to strengthen our assurance and certification
framework to address supply-chain vulnerabilities, hardening networks,
and promoting Research and Development in cyber security with an
emphasis on capacity-building.

In July 2012 we established a Joint Working Group with representatives
of Government departments and the private sector. The Report of this
Joint Working Group contains a detailed roadmap for public-private
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partnership on cyber security, which includes the setting up of institutional
frameworks, capacity building in the area of cyber security, development
of cyber security standards and assurance mechanisms and
augmentation of testing and certification facilities for IT products. This
Joint Working Group is a standing body and has generated considerable
enthusiasm in the private sector.

Conclusion

In ensuring cyber security, we have to be careful that the free flow and
access to information is not hindered or compromised. There should be
no doubt about our commitment to preserving the democratic nature of
cyberspace which is one of its most enduring features. India is stoutly
committed to freedom of expression, which includes freedom of
expression in cyberspace. At the same time, we have to be concerned
with securing our cyberspace for trusted e-commerce, security of data
and protection of Critical Information Infrastructure. We have to guard
against malicious activities of those who may seek to undermine our
economies or disrupt social harmony. The imperatives of national security
have thus to be balanced with protecting the privacy of individuals.

We in India look forward to working with the international community in
finding this balance and in the task of keeping cyberspace secure and
safe for all our citizens and societies.
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042. Foreign Secretar y's speec h at the launc h of MEA’ s smar t
phone Mobile Application ‘MEAIndia’.

New Delhi, July 29, 2013.

When | joined the Foreign Service in 1974 conventional wisdom had it
that diplomats were not meant to be seen or heard in public. In fact most
of us in Government believed in the ideal of the faceless bureaucrats.
The only real mass media were print and radio. Some engaged with the
print media but quietly and in a detached manner. But overall, we were
required to be little visible and encouraged to work in anonymity except
through structured engagements. As this function demonstrates all this
has now changed.

Communication has become essential to management. The requirements
of communications have changed and evolved and so have we in the
Ministry of External Affairs. We have adapted and adopted to these new
demands of technology and means of communications.

Over the last two years, we have changed our appearance in multiple
ways. Take for example, our website. Since last year it now has a new
look. It attracts more than three times the visitors than the old version
did. We are on a course to get a million visitors in the first year of this
new website. This is in fact four times the annual numbers who visited
our earlier website in the last year it functioned.

Our Common Digital Identity is falling in place. All Indian Missions are
adopting similar templates. So if you look at MEA Website and that of
our Missions say in Tokyo (Japan) or Cairo (Egypt) or London (UK) or
Caracas (Venezuela), they now have common templates even though
they are on different continents. There was some scepticism over the
suitability of this scheme when plans were laid down for it in my office
just under two years ago. It is still a work in progress. But fifty of our
Embassies have adopted this new template and made the transition to
our common new digital identity. Come 2014, we hope that websites of
our Missions will be instantly recognizable as they will have a common
digital identity.

The launch earlier today of the Smart Phone App is one more step of
integrating our public platforms. As was explained, all our public services
can now be accessed through this one simple means. Whether it be
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information on passport status applied anywhere in India or location of
centres which attest documents in India, or pilgrims travelling to Saudi
Arabia for Haj, this “One stop shop” will provide you all you need to
know.

As delivery mechanism for dissemination of information has changed,
we too have expanded our presence across a variety of new media
platforms. As new media has narrowed the differences between traditional
media and social media we too have adjusted. Today, if we take the
number of people who follow MEA, our Missions abroad, our senior
officials across the various social media platforms, the total will exceed
more than a million. A number similar to that of visitors to our web sites.

We have also reached out across the county to different language media.
Of necessity since English is the language that India conducts its diplomacy
in, focus on English as a means of public communication remains. Of course,
we also have a website which provides all of this information in Hindi too.
In addition, due to the growing interest of a large number of language
media in India in issues relating to foreign policy, we are now reaching out
to our countrymen in Malayalam, Bengali, Tamil and Urdu too. | understand
that press releases in Assamese and Telugu too are soon to be initiated.
| would not be wrong if | acknowledge that the language media in India
has been a growth area for coverage of foreign policy issues, reflecting
yet another change that we have factored in.

We are also poised to take the audio route and have agreed with Prasar
Bharati to tie up for a regular programme on FM Radio of India’s foreign
relations.

The idea behind encapsulating all these changes to you today is indicate
that we are making every effort in communicating India’s foreign policy
and the sense of our timing to the public at large.

| also take this opportunity to thank all those who have been involved in
enabling us to move ahead on issues related to the media during the last
two years and more specifically in this venture. As the landscape has
expanded we have tried to adjust and adapt. The help we have received
from all of you has been crucial in this.

Thank you

L 2K S NN J J
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Remarks by Foreign Secretary on the occasion of
Presentation of Green Building Certification to Jawaharlal
Nehru Bhawan.

New Delhi, July 30, 2013.

At the outset, | thank Indian Green Building Council (IGBC) for
their cooperation and support to the Ministry of External Affairs
in its endeavour to implement Green Building measures at
Jawaharlal Nehru Bhawan. This collaborative effort has resulted
in Jawaharlal Nehru Bhawan obtaining a Gold rating for energy
conservation measures. It is a matter of pride for us that
Jawaharlal Nehru Bhawan is the first Government of India office
to receive a Gold certification.

The construction of Jawaharlal Nehru Bhawan has been an
interesting and at times challenging experience for the Ministry
of External Affairs. Those who initiated action many years ago
rightly desired to construct a state of the art, and energy conscious
building with an excellent working environment on a plot of land
in a cultural and arts area/ Central Vista. Of course being on this
plot meant we were subject to height restrictions and could not
build one more floor.

The architectural features of INB include Red and Dholpur stone
work (composite walls), strong plinth and cornices, colonnaded
verandah and projected balconies, courtyard planning, structural
glazing and barrier free environment for differently able and elderly
persons. Despite challenges on architectural front, the Ministry
took an early decision , at a time when the green building/
environment codes were being finalized by the CPWD, to
incorporate green building features, both active and passive
features, with a view to facilitate execution of these measures
during the construction phase itself.

The special features in the building include energy efficiency
measures, improved air quality, water efficiency and a working
environment that promotes efficiency. We are thankful to the
executing agency, CPWD, as well as other agencies, especially
VS Kukreja and Associates, Raja Aederi Consultants Pvt. Ltd.
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and Environmental Design Associates for their support during
the construction of Jawaharlal Nehru Bhawan and in implementing
green building measures.

5. It is a matter of great satisfaction that the building has been
awarded 50 points against the objective set for achieving a gold
certification requiring 39 points. This has encouraged the Ministry
to aspire for a Platinum rating for the JNB as a functioning building.

6. | take this opportunity to place on record the debt we all owe to
my predecessors the previous Foreign Secretaries who actually
initiated this project in the time of Foreign Secretary Shyam Saran
who contributed immensely towards getting the green design
incorporated, my predecessor after that Mr. Shivshankar Menon
and finally pushed towards the construction of Jawaharlal Nehru
Bhawan from its initial stages, my immediate predecessor Foreign
Secretary Nirupama Rao. | also thank my colleagues for their
utmost cooperation during my tenure and the hardships they have
undergone in the recent past to make the Jawaharlal Nehru
Bhawan a fully functional and efficient building. We worked a
great deal on it because we were under pressure to vacate the
Akbar Bhawan which is now the seat of the South Asia University.
| and others in the Ministry were determined not to repeat the
experience of 1985 when were pushed out of South Block by the
irresistible force of the PMO and could not find any more place
from the immovable object that is MOD and we were packed off
to Akbar Bhawan in the matter of weeks. | am glad that by the
time we actually moved people into this building, this was a work
in progress but a functional working environment. | must place
on record my appreciation to all those in the Administration and
Establishment in particular who pushed and helped in every step
of the way. My association with this project has been an interesting
and a fulfilling experience. And | thank all of you.

Thank you

L 2B R NN JEN J
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044. First Media Interaction of Foreign Secretary after taking
over charge of the office of Foreign Secretary in the Ministry
of External Affairs.

New Delhi, August 1, 2013.

Q: We could see that India is facing multi-faceted challenges right from
Afghanistan to USA, from Sri Lanka to China. So what are your foreign
policy priorities going to be?

Foreign Secretary: | think that immediate priorities would be in our
immediate neighbourhood, that's where our immediate interests lie. And
that is where our most intense interactions are. Beyond that it is important
to strengthen relations with our strategic partners all over the world. |
think that there is also a good deal to be done here with in the Ministry of
External Affairs. To build on the work done by my predecessors in
strengthening the Ministry. So my immediate priority would be to optimize
the resources that we already have and to work with all the multiple
stake holders in India’s foreign policy.

Q: If | could ask you certain questions on Pakistan a) Pakistan has
proposed dates for talks for resumption of dialogues , by when can we
expect a response to that from the Indian side. b)Prime Minister Singh is
expected to meet Prime Minister Miyan Nawaz Sharif along the side-
lines of United Nations General Assembly, so how would see the relations
with Pakistan playing up in terms of talks. Also there is video that has
been now doing rounds of some of the killers of Capt. Saurabh Kalia
whereas we heard Mr. Rehman Mailk when he was on India tour saying
that he could have died because of bad weather. How does India intend
to take up this issue?

Foreign Secretary: First, it is always been India’s policy to develop
peaceful and cooperative relations with Pakistan. Naturally, this
presupposes an environment free of violence and of terror. On the
dialogue with Pakistan, this was resumed in 2011. Two rounds have
been held since then and we will be picking up the threads. There is a
new government in Pakistan now. We will be picking up the threads
from where we left off with the old government. On the incident relating
to the TV footage of Capt. Saurabh Kalia, you must be aware that we
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strongly condemn any treatment of our soldiers that is not in line with the
Geneva Conventions. This is precisely why the issue has been
repeatedly taken up starting with Mr. Jaswant Singh with his then
counterpart Mr. Sartaj Aziz. It was also raised in Geneva and we have
continuously been taking up this issue with the Pakistani Government. If
there are some new facts that have come to light, we will assess it and
then we will decide how to proceed further in taking this up.

Q: This is about Bhutan. There are many observers who felt that India’s
decision to suspend the fuel subsidy to Bhutan was a major factor in
swinging the elections. How do we address their perception and now
that the subsidy has been restored and new government is in place, is
there a High-level visit which is on the cards?

Foreign Secretary: As you know, India and Bhutan share a unique
relationship which has always been characterized by mutual trust and
confidence. We are working closely with the new government of Bhutan
to continue to consolidate our privileged partnership and | can confirm to
you that as of today the unfortunate technical lapse that has led to this
kind of comment and debate is now a thing of the past. We attach priority
to our relationship with Bhutan and | am glad to inform you that my first
bilateral visit will be to Bhutan. You are also aware that our Prime Minister
has invited the Bhutanese Prime Minister to visit India and | will be visiting
Thimpu and when | am there | will consult with our Bhutanese friends on
how we can work towards an early visit of Prime Minister Tobgay to
India.

L 2B R NN JEN J
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045. Press Release issued by the Ministry of Overseas Indian
Affairs regarding protection of Interest and Welfare of
Overseas Indian Workers.

New Delhi, August 22, 2013.

The Government of India has taken several initiatives to protect the
interest and welfare of overseas Indian workers. India has signed Labour
agreements with Jordan and Qatar and bilateral Memoranda of
understanding (MoU) with the major worker receiving Countries for
ensuring protection and welfare of Indian emigrants. MoUs were signed
with United Arab of Emigrates, Kuwait,Oman,Malaysia and Bahrain.

The Government has also taken measures for protecting the safety and
welfare of women workers of the Emigration Check Required (ECR)
category to emigrate to 17 notified countries such as restriction of 30years
for women emigrating on ECR passports to ECR countries, minimum
referral wage for emigrants being fixed by Mission , security deposit of
2500 dollars to be paid by foreign employer, compulsory pre-attestation
of employment documents by the Indian Mission concerned for all women
emigrants, pre-paid mobile phone facility for housemaids to be provided
by foreign employer and operating shelters for distressed emigrants by
Indian Missions .

Moreover A 24x7 toll-free helpline that is Overseas Workers Resource
Centre (OWRC) has been set up in Delhi to enable emigrants and
prospective emigrants to seek information and file complaints against
recruiting agents and foreign employers. Migration Resource Centers
(MRCs) have been set up at Cochin, Hyderabad and Panchkula in
(Haryana). A Nation-wide Awareness-cum-Publicity Campaign through
Media has been taken up to educate potential emigrants including benefits
or hazards of legal and illegal migration . Indian Community Welfare
Fund(ICWF) has been established in all the Indian Missions for on-site
welfare of emigrants. Around 28,000 emigrants have benefitted from the
Scheme during the last three years and Rs.37 crores has been utilized
for the purpose. For redressal of grievances at Dubai at the Indian
Workers Resource Centre (IWRC) there is a 24x7 toll free multilingual
helpline.Apart form this Computerized emigration clearance system exist
in all Protector of Emigration offices.
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This information was given by Minister of Overseas Indian Affairs Shri
Vayalar Ravi in Parliament in a written reply today.

L 2B N NN JEN J

046. Address of Prime Minister at the conferment of the Indira
Gandhi Prize for Peace, Disarmament and Development
on Liberian President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf.

New Delhi, September 12, 2013.

“Itis a great privilege to have amidst us Her Excellency President Ellen
Johnson Sirleaf of Liberia on the occasion of the conferment on her of
the prestigious Indira Gandhi Prize for Peace, Disarmament and
Development for the year 2012.

Every recipient of this award has left an indelible imprint on history and
made a difference to the lives of people, societies and nations. This
year, we honour a person who not only meets those criteria, but also
embodies the character, the convictions and the courage of the
personality after whom this prestigious award is named. She also holds
dear the very same causes that were particularly important and dear to
Shrimati Indira Gandhi.

Shrimati Indira Gandhi laboured tirelessly in the causes of peace and a
just international order. When asked whether India leaned left or right,
her answer was that India stood upright. She campaigned resolutely for
a life of dignity, equality, justice and opportunity for the weakest and
most vulnerable sections of society. Her rallying cry against poverty
and her staunch defence of India’s security and territorial integrity remain
indelibly inscribed on our memories. Sustainability and inclusiveness
were at the heart of Shrimati Indira Gandhi’s vision of social and economic
development. This is reflected in her pioneering emphasis on the
protection of the human environment.

For Indira ji, India’s own independence and development were indivisibly
linked to freedom and progress throughout the developing world,
especially in Africa. Her association with the African continent is reflected
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in the abiding friendships she built with its leaders and its people. She
crafted a modern vision of a relationship that was founded on an old
bond between India and Africa. This bond was forged by trade and culture,
nurtured by our common struggle against colonialism and our shared
aspirations for development and sustained by the rich legacy of our
leaders like Pandit Jawahar Lal Nehru, Shrimati Indira Gandhi and Shri
Rajiv Gandhi. All of them believed that Africa’s success was important
not just for the wonderful people of this rich continent, but also for the
world as a whole.

Today, India’s relations with Africa are defined by emotions, values and
interests. An ocean separates us but a shared destiny unites us. Ours
is a natural partnership between people with common concerns and
values. Itis imperative for our progress and development and for shaping
a world that accommodates our aspirations. We feel for Africa’s
challenges, and we rejoice in the successes we see there.

Therefore, Madam President, your acceptance of the award and your
presence here today add a very special lustre to this occasion. The
remarkable story of your life, Madam President, is a reminder of the
timeless truth that an enterprising human spirit driven by a great moral
cause can overcome any adversity and challenge.

Yours, Madam President, is a fascinating journey. Between the
professional heights that you scaled in public, private and multilateral
institutions and your long periods of political exile, you maintained your
spirit of selfless devotion to the cause of your people and your country.
This moving and inspiring journey is one that only those with strength,
intellect and character of the highest order can undertake.

Madam President, you have made history as the first elected female
head of state in Africa. More importantly, you have set your country on
the path of peace, stability, democracy and development after two decades
of suppression, violence and conflict. You have reached out to your
neighbours in recognition of the reality that Liberia’s future is linked to
peace and stability in its region. Your struggles through two decades of
strife reflect the challenges of a continent in transition. Your success
shows the hope and promise of your country, your region and your
continent. You have therefore richly deserved the accolades and awards
that have been bestowed upon you.
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Madam President, it is often easy to end a conflict, but hard to win
enduring peace. It is sometimes easier to end violence and injustice, but
more difficult to heal and to reconcile. Getting political freedom does not
always lead to sustained democracy. You and your nation have shown
great wisdom in addressing these challenges and we wish you continued
success on that global path.

Madam President, today, as India celebrates your life, your vision and
your efforts, we also promise to be a reliable and enduring partner and
friend in Liberia’s peaceful development. We are grateful to you and your
people for hosting a small community of Indians and a growing number
of Indian investors in Liberia. Our two nations are committed to forge a
partnership that will demonstrate that neither asymmetry of size nor the
challenge of distance matters, when nations with shared values and
mutual respect work together for mutual benefit and the larger good of
humanity.

| congratulate an ardent democrat and a champion of peace, who has
both transformed Liberia and is a symbol of a resurgent Africa, on receiving
the Indira Gandhi Prize. Madam President, you serve as an inspiration
not just for women but for all those who seek a better life for their fellow
human beings. | wish you continuing success as you work with your
people to chart a new course for your great country.”

L 2K R R J J

047. Speech of National Security Advisor Shivshanakr Menon
at the Institute of Defence Studies and Analysis on
‘Kautilya’s Arthashastr’.

New Delhi, October 8, 2013.

Dr. Arvind Gupta, Director IDSA,
Ladies and Gentlemen.

Thank you for asking me to speak at this seminar on Developing
Indigenous Concepts and Vocabulary: Kautilya's Arthashastra. This is
indeed a welcome initiative that the IDSA is carrying forward. | was
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impressed by the range of scholarship reflected in the papers that are
being presented here and look forward to reading them. We have come
a long way in the year since your first seminar. My congratulations to
Arvind Gupta and all those who have contributed to this exercise.

Your seminar is a welcome initiative because, in my opinion, the study
of Kautilya is one of the significant ways in which we can become more
self conscious about the strategic culture that we have, and in which we
can contribute to its evolution. Too much of our earlier scholarship on
the Arthashastra attempted to apply the Arthashastra mechanically or
formulaically to present policy dilemmas or issues, such as how to deal
with Pakistan or our nuclear policy. This may yield some useful insights
in a tactical sense. In fact, it is my belief that the results of a Kautilyan
analysis would not be very different from our present nuclear policy or
policy towards Pakistan. But the larger point is that a mechanical
application of “Kautilyan” formulae to our present condition does not
contribute to building our capability to think strategically. Your seminar,
on the other hand, will do so.

What then should we be studying of the Arthashastra?

Exactly what you are proposing to do — the concepts and, even more
significantly, the ways of thinking that the Arthashastra reveals. This is
useful because in many ways the world which we face today, (of multiple
states, of several major powers, of an uneven but lumpy distribution of
power among those major states even while the system has one
predominant military power), is similar to the world that Kautilya operated
in when he built the Mauryan Empire to greatness. There are no exact
parallels in history, but there are certainly ways of thinking conditioned
by context and similar circumstance. While our technologies and
experiences may be very different from those Kautilya knew, human
nature, politics and state behaviour do not appear to have changed quite
as much or so drastically as to be unrecognizable. In other words, since
Kautilya’s time theories have multiplied and changed drastically, politics
has not.

That may explain why the Arthashastra is so integral to our strategic
culture, and to the ways in which the ordinary Indian thinks of these
issues. The Arthashastra is certainly not the only work that has shaped
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our strategic culture, for there are other works from the past, like the
Shantiparva of the Mahabharata, that also play a formative role in popular
thinking. Besides, the modern Western overlay of the nineteenth and
twentieth century on our academic thinking is now very strong. But there
is no gainsaying the fundamental importance of the Arthashastra in our
thinking. Kautilyan ideas of mandalas, of the basic functions of the state,
of the necessity and justification for the use of force, and of raisons
d’etat, are part of the popular vocabulary and thinking on politics and
international relations in India. Much of this is unselfconscious and
instinctive today. Your work here is therefore important in bringing us to
the next stage of self-aware thinking on these issues.

The last few years have already seen considerable progress in this
direction. Since the time when the IDSA’s first Director K. Subrahmaniam
ploughed a lonely furrow, there has been a significant increase in the
number of Indian scholars, think-tanks and institutions teaching,
researching and commenting on strategic issues. The problem now is
not one of quantity but of quality, of coherence, and of analytical rigour in
that effort. Most important is the issue of relevance to Indian conditions
and needs, which can not result from the wholesale borrowing of concepts
and ways of thinking from abroad. | welcome the IDSA continuing to
lead this effort, as it has from the beginning, and am most impressed by
all that you have done under Arvind Gupta’s leadership to achieve these
goals.

With these few words, let me wish you success and fulfillment in your
work on Kautilya, encourage the IDSA to continue this good work, and
wish your seminar great success.

Thank you

L 2K R R J J
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048. Speech by P. Chidambaram, Finance Minister , at the
Carnegie Endowment for International Peace on
Recapturing India’s Growth Momentum.

October 11, 2013.

Dr. Perkovich, Vice President for Studies at the Carnegie Endowment
for International Peace, Ladies and Gentlemen!

Thank you for the invitation to speak at one of the oldest and well-regarded

global think tanks. | understand Carnegie is in the midst of establishing a
Carnegie South Asia Centre based in New Delhi, and | welcome that
initiative. Carnegie currently has two captains of Indian industry on its
Board of Directors, Shri Sunil Mittal and Shri Ratan Tata. | am glad to
see these growing Carnegie-India links. One of Carnegie’s core priorities
today is building a research program on India’s political economy. To
this end, | gather you have recently launched your “India Decides 2014”
initiative. | wish you all the best in this exercise, but may | tell you in
advance that your study will discover that India will vote my government
back to power. | thought | may caution you lest you should waste too
much time and effort to figure this out.

Let me now turn to the topic of India’s economic growth. India’s growth
story attracted the attention of the world when our economy grew at an
average of 8.5 per cent per annum during the period, 2004-05 to 2010-
11. This was achieved despite the strong negative spill-over effects of
the global financial crisis in 2008 and subsequently. Growth slowed down
in the crisis year, 2008-09, but India took the world by surprise by
rebounding quickly from the slower growth of 6.7 per cent in that year to
record rates of growth of 8.6 per cent in 2009-10 and 9.3 per cent in
2010-11. However, there was a further downturn in the global economy
in 2011 on account of the sovereign debt crisis in Europe and the
subsequent slump in the World economy. We also witnessed the
emergence of domestic constraints on investment and consumption. As
a consequence, India’s growth rate declined again to 6.2 per cent in
2011-12 and further to 5.0 per cent in 2012-13. The increasing trade
deficit and fall in net invisible earnings led to a widening of the current
account deficit to USD 88 billion or 4.8 per cent of GDP in 2012-13.With
a sharp slowdown in manufacturing growth and a moderation in the
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expansion of services, the growth in the first quarter of 2013-14 further
declined to 4.4 per cent. India’s experience in this period is not unique.
Virtually all the major emerging economies around the world have seen
a sharp decline in growth — the so-called Great Descent.

However, we are now seeing that some of the worst-affected countries
of the Euro zone are showing signs of recovery, with significant
improvements in their current account and fiscal deficits. The
expectations of improvement in the economic and financial conditions of
the US, coupled with the decision of the Fed to postpone the tapering of
the quantitative easing, have shaped expectations of a gradual global
revival. But | am aware that there may be possible ‘bumps’ on the road
ahead. In line with this emerging global outlook, the Indian economy has
also showed early indications of recovery with a pick-up in exports in
July, August and September — our second quarter; reversal of the
negative growth in manufacturing; and a reasonable rise in freight traffic,
indicative of economic activity picking up. With very good rainfall in the
current year and a sharp increase in the sown area, we expect robust
growth in farm output. We have also taken numerous reform measures
over the past one year. We expect these measures to show their impact
from the second half of the current fiscal and believe that the Indian
economy will grow at over 5.0 per cent and perhaps closer to 5.5 per
cent in 2013-14. | know that the World Economic Outlook report does
not share my optimism, but | may tell you that we do not share their
pessimism. Set against the current global economic background, even
a growth rate of 5.0 per cent looks good, but is much lower than the
ambitious standards that we set for ourselves in 2004. | would be the
first person to say that we need to do better and recapture the growth
momentum of the last decade.

Macro economists maintain a very clear distinction between trend and
fluctuations. The fluctuations are the function of open economy
macroeconomics, of fiscal policy and of monetary policy. To understand
trend growth, however, we have to look deeper. Trend growth is largely
determined by the underlying microeconomic fundamentals. In the next
ten minutes | wish to speak to you about the microeconomic fundamentals
which have given us one doubling of our GDP every decade. In my
reckoning, there are at least six main stories:



212

(i)

(ii)

(i)

INDIA’S FOREIGN RELATIONS-2013

Demographics. As is well known, India has young
demographics. Alongside, we are doing well on improving
the quality of the workforce. Household survey data (the
CMIE Consumer Pyramids database) shows that for
children of age 12, literacy is now 95%. We have a great
surge in college enrolment: a full one-fifth of 21-year-olds
now have a college degree. Every year, millions of young
people are added to the labour force and their education
is qualitatively superior to that of the elderly cohort leaving
the labour force. We have also launched an ambitious
national mission on Skilling in order to qualify young men
and women with only a school education for jobs in the
manufacturing and service sectors.

The second growth fundamental is international economic
integration. On the current account and on the financial
account, India is now engaging with the world on an
unprecedented scale. Gross flows on the current account
are now 63.3 per cent of GDP and gross flows on the
financial account are now 55.3 per cent of GDP. These
add up to gross flows across the border of 118.6 per cent
of GDP. This makes India one of the more open
economies of the world. Engagement with the world drives
a flow of ideas into the economy, which is a growth
fundamental.

The third growth fundamental is an increasingly “capable”
financial system. On average, we invest 35 per cent of
GDP every year. Finance is what determines the
allocative efficiency of how this investment is done. What
industries and what firms get is controlled by the financial
system. We are taking measured steps on strengthening
the financial system and taking the best that the global
financial system has to offer. Every year, our financial
system is getting better and stronger and, through this,
we expect to translate our good investment to GDP ratio
into a higher GDP growth rate. | shall speak a bit more on
this in a moment.
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The fourth growth fundamental is sophisticated firms. As
all of you are aware, Indian firms are increasingly becoming
capable and competitive. We used to think — and fear —
that if India opened up, our so-called large firms (I shall
not take names) were third world dinosaurs that would
collapse in the face of global competition. Instead, we
have a clutch of firms in steel, oil and gas, mining, power,
information technology, and hospitality that have become
multinationals and are buying out companies in the
advanced economies.

The fifth growth fundamental is sophistication of the
workforce. A young girl of age 21, who started her labour
market career in 1991, now has 21 years of experience
in a competitive and globalised market economy. She has
dealt with modern technology, foreign companies, and a
truly competitive domestic environment. The forty-
somethings of India today are qualitatively superior to the
older cohorts who grew up in a closed economy and did
not face modern technology or foreign companies or
competition.

The sixth growth fundamental - and | know this will be
contested by many - is democracy. While it is fashionable
to criticise the workings of Indian democracy, when we
look deeper, | think it is working reasonably well. Liberal
democracy is the ultimate foundation of rule of law and
legal certainty, without which nobody can trust a country
or invest in it. At its best, democracy is a great
conversation, where diverse views and aspirations get
heard, and the issues that genuinely concern the majority
of the people become the priorities of policy makers. On
a bigger scale of history, when we start from 1947, | think
India has fared well on the project of constructing a liberal
and open democracy.

To summarize, the Indian trend growth of the last 21 years was caused
by several microeconomic fundamentals, and | have listed six of them.
Nothing has changed on these. In fact our resolve to strengthen these
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fundamentals has become stronger. | believe India continues to have
great prospects based on these fundamentals.

From the viewpoint of public policy, our job is to clear our minds of old
cobwebs as well as of day to day problems and stay focused on laying
the long-term foundations of a capable State that is able to deliver.

While India has greatly deregulated, there is much more to be done.
However, looming large is the issue of State “capacity”. We need a State
that has in place institutions to resolve market failures. We need a State
that will deliver public goods quietly, efficiently and economically. This is
the prime challenge in India today. In a liberal democracy, we need to
build the full framework of laws that will clearly articulate specific
objectives, empower the arms of government that will enforce these laws,
and put in place mechanisms that will ensure performance and
accountability.

If you believe what our newspapers and television channels report you
may conclude that no Indian politician or civil servant is doing any work.
Actually, the pace of work has been quite hectic. Let me illustrate this
with examples of what have been done to improve the Indian financial
system, only in 2013. So far, we have had four historic events. A
commission of eminent people has drafted a new Indian Financial Code:
a path breaking piece of law that has been drafted to replace 50 existing
laws governing finance with a single, integrated, coherent, modern
financial law. This is a law which dwarfs the scope of the Dodd-Frank
Act. We have enacted a brand new Companies Act to replace a law that
was 57 years old. We have shifted the subject of commodity futures to
the Ministry of Finance, something which has not been possible in the
US even after the 2008 crisis. We have enacted a law establishing the
Defined Contribution Pension system under a statutory regulator. The
New Pension System is already one of the world’s big individual account
DC pension systems with over 6 million participants.

Each of these four was a huge project involving enormous planning and
preparation. The genesis of the Indian Financial Code goes back to 2004,
when we started deep thinking about the possibilities of Mumbai as an
international financial centre. The Companies Bill was pending before
Parliament for many years. The work on shifting commodity futures to
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the Ministry of Finance began in 2003. The NPS was originally designed
in 1999. All these projects have been largely bipartisan. We have dug in
through these years, chipped away at the objections, cultivated the
technical capacity, and built consensus, through which we are now able
to reap the fruits of the long years of labour.

To conclude, I would urge everyone not to lose sight of the microeconomic
foundations of Indian growth, which are delivering one doubling of GDP
every decade. That is not an insignificant achievement. It will find its
place in history in due course. The defining challenge in India however is
in augmenting State capacity. How do we construct a competent and
ethical State, that will minimally interfere with the rights of citizens in
property and contracting, that will focus on preventing or resolving market
failures, and that will successfully produce and deliver public goods? A
wave of new thinking in public administration is now underway in India.
We need to build completely new organization charts within government,
leading to sharply focused agencies that can be held accountable for
delivery on specific objectives. Those are the first few lines of an
absorbing new story that | hope will begin in the near future. And that is
the story that | am sure will captivate the world in the next ten to twenty
years, as India takes its place as the third or fourth largest economy in
the world.
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049. Vice President Addresses on “Effective Political Structure-
A Critical Ingredient to Operationalize National Security
Strategy”.

New Delhi, October 14, 2013.

Effective Political Sructure-A Critical Ingredient to operationalize National
Security $rategy”

“The subject given to me for today’s talk strides across disciplines,
touches upon the efficacy of political structures, drifts into the nebulous
arena of national security, and delves into the bewildering complications
of putting into operation a strategy to attain the objectives of both.



216 INDIA’S FOREIGN RELATIONS-2013

Such an endeavour, at the best of times, would be challenging. An attempt
to do it in a single lecture may be foolhardy. The wish of the College,
nevertheless, has to be complied with.

| begin with a truism. A principal objective of social order is to seek
security and to develop the capacity to face challenges to it through a
systemic attempt to synergize its various dimensions. National security
today means comprehensive security, traditional and non-traditional,
covering the core ingredients and values that a society considers
essential for its existence and wellbeing and which it is prepared to defend
by all the means available to it. The political structure of society is part of
these core values and has a vital interest in defending it. This establishes
a convergence of interests.

The efficacy of individual political structures is to be judged in terms of
the objectives they assign to themselves. In the case of a modern
democratic state, its four essential ingredients are legitimacy, consensus,
consent, and compliance. The citizen body bestows legitimacy by
concurrence on the objectives and gives its consent to comply with the
directives pursuant to these objectives. It also expects appropriate results;
failure or shortfalls is factored into the democratic accountability process.

Power in a state, as this audience knows well, emanates from a complex web
of interdependencies between political, economic and social institutions and
activities which divide power centres and which create multiple pressures to
comply. Sate power is a central aspect of these structures but it is not the only
key variable.

The nature of threats that a modern state faces or is likely to face in the
foreseeable future fall into seven categories:

a Threats emanating from the nature of the international
order: These include international arrangements that
threaten security, political or economic interests and
resultant constraints on policy options.

Ideological threats: These may relate to external or domestic attempts
to posit an alternate view to the basic structure of the state and its core
values and principles.
a Territorial disputes with neighbours, resulting in threats
of invasion and/or subversion.
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a Constraints on access to resources essential for survival
and development of a society. Related to this would be
the imperative of regional water management and energy-
related external requirements.

a Threats emanating from new technologies: It has been
argued that ‘the potential exists for a cyber attack to inflict
relatively prompt, catastrophic levels of destruction on
states with advanced infrastructures’.

a Internal threats to social cohesion and harmony: These
range from acute religious and political dissent, ethnic,
regional and caste-based grievances, separatist
agendas, ideological movements motivated by economic
deprivation or injustice, traffic in drugs and narcotics, and
terrorism in all its forms and manifestations.

a Natural calamities, environmental and health threats
inclusive of, but not confined to, climate change,
pandemics and related matters.

A comprehensive and effective national security strategy is expected to
cater to each and all of these and to have for it the requisite human and
material resources and organizational structure. For purposes of today’s
discussion, our focus is on the latter and specifically on its political and
policy aspects.

At this point in the discussion, questions become specific. Is the political
and policy-making framework specific and identifiable? Does it have
political legitimacy? Is it accountable? Is its functioning regular or
sporadic? What are the parameters for its interaction with the professional
and expert segments of the national security establishment? What is its
efficacy in terms of the tasks it has set for itself?

Itis tempting, in such a framework, to compare the structures and results
of (a) countries with similar systems and (b) those with different systems.
The difficulty with such comparisons lies in developing comparable
models in terms of the nature and size of challenges. No two societies
are identical, nor are their problems similar. In the final analysis, therefore,
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the analyst is compelled to treat each model as sui generis; lessons
from such comparisons, therefore, are at best of a generalised nature.

This necessarily brings us to the case of India and to seek answers to

the six questions in relation to India. The answers, to my understanding,
would be as follows:

a The locus of policy-making is in the government of the

day, elected and installed by the constitutional process.

a The government is accountable to Parliament on a regular
basis and to the electorate periodically.

a Policy-making and implementation is the responsibility
of the Government. This is done through the Cabinet, the
Cabinet Committee on Security (CCS) and the National
Security Council. Given the diversity of threats to national
security, responses would be specific to situations but
without losing sight of the fact that the perspective has to
be holistic rather than compartmentalised since one set
of threats often impact on others.

The above depicts the formal arrangement. How reflective is it of reality?
Here, two areas need to be explored. Firstly, how effective is the
accountability mechanism? Secondly, how comprehensive is the policy-
making process, vertically and horizontally, to ensure that the interaction
between different strategic objectives are given due weight and made to
retain a balance?

The accountability mechanism is posited in Parliament and in its Standing
Committee on Defence (DSC). The instruments available to Members
are Questions and debates or discussions under various rules of
procedure. Data for the period 2003-04 to 2013 shows that the Ministry
of Defence answered 2857 questions in Rajya Sabha and 3599 in Lok
Sabha. In addition, a few discussions were also held. Of course, more
can be done if the functioning of Parliament could be taken beyond the
present sub-optimal level, energised, and if the gap between commitment
and practice could be lessoned.
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The responsibility of the Standing Committee on Defence (consisting of
21 Lok Sabha and 10 Rajya Sabha Members) is to (a) consider Demands
for Grant (b) examine and report on proposed Bills referred to it (c)
consider and report on the Annual Report of the Ministry of Defence and
(d) consider and report on national basic long term policy documents
referred to it by the Presiding Officers of the two Houses of Parliament.
The Committee can avail of expert opinion or opinion of the public as
inputs in its reports. Ministers are not members of the Standing
Committees and, by convention, are not required to appear before it. In
the present (15") Lok Sabha, the DSC has so far made twenty reports
on different aspects of the responsibilities entrusted to the Ministry
of Defence.

So a mechanism for accountability is very much in place. It can be argued,
with some justification, that this aspect of Parliament’'s work should be
made better known to the public. Another corrective could be a provision
for attendance by Ministers since this would lend greater political
credence to the work of the Committee.

The question of the comprehensiveness of the policy-making process
and of the synergy between the military and civil inputs into it continues
to the subject of much discussion. The Kargil Review Committee Report
of December 1999 recommended that ‘the entire gamut of national security
management and apex decision-making and the structure and interface
between the Ministry of Defence and the Armed Forces Headquarters
can be comprehensively studied and reorganised.” A recommendation
to this effect was also made by the Standing Committee on Defence.
More recently, the Naresh Chandra Task Force on National Security
has examined the matter further. Since its report is not yet in the public
domain, the best | can do is to refer you to the National Security Advisor's
observations made here a few months back.

| am personally not knowledgeable enough to comment on the desirability
or otherwise of creating new institutions on the pattern of what exist
elsewhere. Part of the problem, | suspect, may be attributable to the
ethos of work culture, a propensity to be exclusive, and a reluctance to
share information for the common good. Secrecy is often a device to
hide inadequacy.
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Addressing the Combined Commanders Conference last October, the
Prime Minister spoke about the need for ‘constructive debate’ on
integrated decision-making structures and weaponry and on the sources
of new threats.

In view of the seamlessness of civil and military inputs that go into the
formulation and operationalsiation of national security strategy, strict
compartmentalization of civil and military dimensions of national security
is erroneous. Instead, the need of the moment is a more integrated
approach with dynamic oversight of the elected political leadership. There
is no reason why different disciplines cannot be interactive and
cooperative in pursuit of a common objective.

It has been argued in many quarters that apart from periodic net
assessments, we in India do not have a formal document in the shape of
a National Security Strategy document to project officially a
comprehensive approach to security. The intention, | presume, is to go
beyond Chapter 1 of the Annual Report of the Ministry of Defence. Much
of the discussion on this pertains only to traditional or military security
and unavoidably touching upon developing challenges and evolving
capacities and strategies. This has limited utility since comprehensive
planning scenarios and predictions do not cover all eventualities and
history is replete with the fate of doctrines that did not survive the first
contact with the enemy.

Since this talk is about the need for an effective political structure to
operationalise national security strategy, allow me to touch upon the
non-traditional segment of national security. This puts comprehensive
or human security at the centre of the debate. The picture here is fuzzier
because while governments and societies have traditionally attended to
its individual aspects, fewer attempts have been made to develop a
conceptual framework. And yet, as Professor Kanti Bajpai puts it, ‘the
key argument is that ultimately state security is for individual security. In
the end, the state is the provider of security for the citizenry; itis a means
to security, and its security cannot be the end of security’. The dimensions
of this perception are still evolving though segments relating to economic
security, public health and pandemics, drug trafficking, human rights,
environmental disasters and other matters affecting the public directly
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figure prominently but episodically in the functioning of the political
structure.

Political structures have to be effective in dealing with both internal and
external threats to national security. Territorial integrity can be protected
by creating strong, well equipped and modern armed forces, para-military
and civil police institutions, which can protect the country against external
aggression, armed rebellion and internal disturbances.

Either as a result of the political processes or distorted socio-economic
developments, many of the internal threats and challenges that societies
experience emanate from real or perceived exclusion from the mainstream
of a section of its citizen body. This is true of India also.

Rampant poverty, rising inequality, unemployment, illiteracy,
discrimination based on religion, caste, creed, language, race or ethnicity
etc. are some of the reasons which lead to extremism and violence. We
have examples of this in different parts of the country and not all of them
can be attributed to external inputs. These problems do not have a purely
military solution and also cannot be treated merely as a law and order
issue. They require robust political intervention aimed at seeking solutions
within the constitutional framework.

Keeping our neighbourhood peaceful and stable is also essential for
pursuit of our developmental goals. Government seeks this through
peaceful resolution of disputes, enhanced trade and economic relations,
and greater people to people contacts. These are essential ingredients
of a comprehensive strategy to safeguard and promote national interest.
Diplomacy has a critical role in building international partnerships for
confronting trans-national threats and in promoting interests.

For each of these, effective domestic political structures are essential
in order to enable a country participate in the international fora on equal
footing, with credible domestic mandate, so that national interests can
be safeguarded in bilateral and multilateral negotiations.

Let me end by stating that sustainable national security for a country is
an outcome of the good health and strength of its society and economy,
its defence preparedness and competence of its diplomatic institutions.
The attainment of these goals in a coordinated manner depends critically
on an effective and responsive political structure.
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| thank y ou for inviting me toda .

Jai Hind.
¢ ¢ ¢ 4 0
050. Speech of the Vice President atthe Oxf ord Centre f or Islamic
Studies on “ldentity and Citiz enship: An Indian
Perspective”.

Oxford, November 1, 2013.

Identity and Citizenship: An Indian Perspective

Itis a privilege to be invited to address this august audience. Conscious
of the gap between the immensity of the honour and the inadequacies of
the speaker, | am humbled by the realisation that six decades earlier
Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan, a very distinguished predecessor of mine as
Vice President of India, was for long the Spalding Professor of Eastern
Religion and Ethics at this University.

A few years back, when | was in the vicinity of Oxford in a group dabbling
in the unfathomable mysteries of the Iraq quagmire, Dr. Nizami provided
a welcome distraction by inviting me to see the site, and the plans, for
the new building of the Centre. He also mentioned the debate on the
proposed architectural design, and of the view in some quarters that it
would change the inherited landscape of a hallowed community.

The change, as | understood it, implied an assertion of identity. It is now
conceded, | am told, that the new structure did no aesthetic or spiritual
damage to the skyline of Oxford. Perhaps, the injection of diversity has
enriched it.

Speculating on the ‘ifs’ of history, Edward Gibbon had visualised a course
of events that might have resulted in the teaching of the interpretations
of the Qur'an at Oxford. He could not foresee a happier, intellectually
more rewarding, happening that the concluding decades of the twentieth
century would bring forth. Among its manifestations is the establishment
of this Centre.
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This is a tribute to Oxford’s capacity to accommodate the unusual.

Encouraged by this accommodative approach, | wish today to share
some thoughts on the twin concepts of identity and citizenship and the
manner of their impact on the building blocks of modern states.

Needless to say, it is an Indian perspective and draws in good measure
on the Indian experience. It may be of relevance to some of the objectives
of this Centre, since India counts amongst its citizens the third largest
Muslim population in the world and the largest Muslim minority anywhere.

It is a truism that the human being is a social creature and societies
consist of individuals who come together for a set of common purposes
for whose achievement they agree to abide by a set of rules and, to that
extent and for those purposes, give their tacit or explicit consent to the
abridgment of individual free will or action. They, in other words, do not
get subsumed totally in a larger whole and retain their individual identity.
This identity, as pointed out by William James and sustained by more
recent social-psychological research, is a compound of the material,
social and spiritual self. Further more, and when acting together in smaller
groups, they develop group identities and these too are retained. Thus in
every society we have identities at three or four levels, namely individual,
group, regional and national. We can also, in this age of globalisation,
add an international dimension to it. The challenge in all societies,
therefore, is to accommodate these layered identities in a framework
that is harmonious and optimally conducive to social purpose.

Much has been written about identity, its theoretical framework and
practical manifestations. An eminent sociologist has defined it as ‘the
process of construction of meaning on the basis of a cultural attribute, or
arelated set of cultural attributes, that is given priority over other sources
of meaning. For a given individual, or a collective of actors, there may be
a plurality of identities.” The question is to determine how this identification
is expressed in everyday life of individuals who are members of such
specific groups?

Conceptually and legally, citizenship of a modern state provides this
framework and encapsulates the totality of rights and duties emanating
from the membership of the citizen body, inclusive of the right of
representation and the right to hold office under the state. By the same
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logic, a certain tension is built into the relationship, even if the society
happens to be relatively homogenous, in itself a rarity in modern times.
Rabindranath Tagore described his family background as a ‘confluence
of three cultures, Hindu, Mohammedan and British’. Away from India but
in our own neighbourhood, Abdolkarim Soroush depicted the Iranian
Muslim as ‘the carrier of three cultures at once’ having national, religious
and Western origins.

Thus instead of a narrow concept of a singular identity implied by the
classical concept of citizenship, the need is to recognise and
accommodate the existence of a plurality of social identities. The contours
of this were explored earlier by Thomas Marshall, and more recently by
Will Kymlicka, Manuel Castells, Charles Taylor, Gurpreet Mahajan and
others. Put simply, it has been argued that identity encapsulates the
notion of authenticity, the demand for recognition, the idea of difference
and the principle of equal dignity.

What then has been the Indian approach to, and experience of, the
concepts of identity and of citizenship in a modern state? What is the
accommodative framework for identities in modern India?

A distinctive feature of Indian society is its heterogeneity. The historian
Ramachandra Guha depicts our recent history as ‘a series of conflict
maps’ involving caste, language, religion and class and opines that
conflicts relating to these ‘operate both singly and in tandem’. Each of
these also brings forth an identity of varying intensity; together, they
constitute what the opening line of the Preamble of our Constitution depicts
as We, the People of India.

In other words, the superstructure of a democratic polity and a secular
state structure put in place after independence on August 15, 1947 is
anchored in the existential reality of a plural society. It is reflective of
India’s cultural past. Our culture is synthetic in character and, as a
historian of another generation put it, ‘embraces in its orbit beliefs,
customs, rites, institutions, arts, religions and philosophies belonging to
different strata of societies in varying stages of development. It eternally
seeks to find a unity for the heterogeneous elements which make up its
totality’. It is a veritable human laboratory where the cross breeding of
ideas, beliefs and cultural traditions has been in progress for a few
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thousand years. The national movement recognised this cultural plurality
and sought to base a national identity on it. The size and diversity of the
Indian landscape makes it essential. A population of 1.27 billion
comprising of over 4,635 communities 78 percent of whom are not only
linguistic and cultural but social categories. Religious minorities constitute
19.4 percent of the population; of these, Muslims account for 13.4 percent
amounting in absolute terms to around 160 million. The human diversities
are both hierarchical and spatial. ‘The de jure WE, the sovereign people
is in reality a fragmented ‘we’, divided by yawning gaps that remain to be
bridged.” Around 22 per cent of our people live below the official poverty
line and the health and education indicators for the population as a whole,
despite recent correctives, leave much to be desired.

The contestation over citizenship surfaced early and was evident in the
debates of the Constituent Assembly. The notion of citizenship was
historically alien to Indian experience since throughout our long history
(barring a few exceptions in the earliest period) the operative framework
was that of ruler and subject. There was, of course, no dearth of
prescriptions about the duties of rulers towards their subjects and about
the dispensation of justice but none of these went beyond Kautilya’s
pious dictum that ‘a king who observes his duty of protecting his people
justly and according to the law will go to heaven, whereas one who does
not protect them or inflict unjust punishment will not’. The constitution-
makers therefore had to address three dimensions of the question relating
to status, rights, and identity, to determine who is to be a citizen, what
rights are to be bestowed on the citizen, and the manner in which the
multiplicity of claimed identities is to be accommodated. This involved
addressing three aspects of the question: legal, political and
psychological. The outcome was the notion of national-civic rather than
national-ethnic, emphasizing that the individual was the basic unit of
citizenship whose inclusion in polity was on terms of equality with every
other citizen. At the same time and taking societal realities into account,
the concept of group-differentiated citizenship was grafted to assure the
minorities and other identity-based groups that ‘the application of
difference-blind principles of equality will not be allowed to operate in a
way that is unmindful of their special needs, and that these needs arising
out of cultural difference or minority status will receive due attention in
policy, and that the polity will be truly inclusive in its embrace’.
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The crafting of the Constitution was diligent and its contents reflective of
the high ideals that motivated its authors. The Preamble moved Sir Ernest
Barker to reproduce it at the beginning of his last book because, as he
put it, it seemed ‘to state in a brief and pithy form the argument of much
of the book and it may accordingly serve as a keynote’. The Constitution’s
chapter on Fundamental Rights addresses inter alia the protection of
identities, and accommodation of diversities. These identities could be
regional, religious, linguistic, tribal, caste-based, and gender-based. The
right to equality and equal protection of the laws and prohibition of
discrimination on grounds only of religion, race, caste, sex, or place of
birth is guaranteed. Affirmative action is mandated by law in favour of
those historically discriminated against on grounds of caste or tribal origin
as well as all those who are identified as socially and educationally
backward. Also guaranteed is freedom of conscience and the right to
freely profess, practice and propagate religion. Yet another section
safeguards the right to have and conserve language, script or culture
and the right of religious or linguistic minorities to establish and administer
educational institutions of their choice. The purpose of these, taken
together, is to bestow recognition, acknowledge the difference and
thereby confer dignity that is an essential concomitant of equality.

An inherent problem nevertheless was evident to the constitution-
makers, or at least to some of them. This was expressed candidly, almost
prophetically, by Ambedkar in words that need to be cited in full:

“On the 26th of January 1950, we are going to enter into a life of
contradictions. In politics we will have equality and in social and economic
life we will have inequality. In politics we will be recognizing the principle
of one man one vote and one vote one value. In our social and economic
life, we shall, by reason of our social and economic structure, continue
to deny the principle of one man one value. How long shall we continue
to live this life of contradictions? How long shall we continue to deny
equality in our social and economic life? If we continue to deny it for long,
we will do so only by putting our political democracy in peril. We must
remove this contradiction at the earliest possible moment or else those
who suffer from inequality will blow up the structure of political democracy
which this Assembly has so laboriously built up.”
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Thus the objective of securing civic, political, economic, social and cultural
rights as essential ingredients of citizenship was clearly delineated and
the challenge squarely posed to the beneficiaries of the new dispensation.
The dire prognosis of the last sentence, however, has not come to pass!
The very complexity of the landscape impedes linear and drastic
happenings. One serious student of Indian polity has noted that ‘the Indian
model of development is characterised by the politicisation of a
fragmented social structure, through a wide dispersal and permeation of
political forms, values and ideologies’. As a result and in a segmented
society and unequal economy, the quest for substantive equality and
justice remains work in progress. Nevertheless, the slowing down of the
egalitarian social revolution that was envisaged by the Constitution-
makers and the implicit social contract inherent in it, does give rise to
wider concerns about its implications.

Two questions arise out of this and need to be explored. Firstly, what
has been the impact of this on the perception of identity? Secondly, how
has the challenge been addressed?

Identity assertion in any society has three sets of impulses: civic equality,
liberty and opportunity. Identity groups are a byproduct of the right of
freedom of association. They can be cultural, voluntary, ascriptive and
religious. They are neither good nor bad in themselves but do present
challenges to democratic justice. This is tru