
Greater MN Counts: Nonprofits 
Take Action 2020 Census



Check In

ÅTurn to the person next to you and tell them 
one thing you know about the census or 
one thing you hope to learn from this 
session. 

ÅShare out. 



¸ƻǳΩƭƭ ƭŜŀǾŜ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ

ÅThe importance of the Census

ÅWhy the census matters

ÅWhy it matters to Nonprofits 

ÅHow Nonprofits can get involved

ÅAction steps to mobilize for the 2020 Census 



These nonprofits attended 2010 census events 



What is the Census?

ÅConstitutional mandate to count all 
people

ÅEvery 10 years

ÅCensus Day April 1st, 2020

ÅDistribution: March 2020-July 2020

ÅEnsures equity and inclusion through 
fair representation, fair distribution of 
resources, and data to make smart 
decisions.



Why it matters! 

ÅPlanning resources, 

ÅFair political representation



Census as a tool for 
eliminating inequities

a/bΩǎ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŜǉǳƛǘȅΥ ²ƻǊƪƛƴƎ to put an end to disparities in 
power, money, access, and resources within the nonprofit sector.



How does the Census impact your 
organization and the people you 
work with?



Challenges surrounding 2020 Census
ÅHistorically undercounted communities
ÅImmigrant groups including, Latinx, Somali, 

Hmong, Lao, Khmer, Karen, Vietnamese, and 
West African.

ÅCommunities of color

ÅTribal members living on tribal lands

ÅUrban and rural Native people

ÅLow-wealth 

ÅRural residents

ÅRenters

ÅChildren under the age of 5 



άIŀǊŘ ǘƻ /ƻǳƴǘέ

https://www.censushardtocountmaps2020.us/

During 2013-17,21.2% of this tract's 
households had either no home internet 
subscription or dial up-only, according tothe 
latest American Community Survey 
estimates. 16.7% of households had a cellular 
data plan only(which may be costly to use for 
non-essential services).Read moreabout the 
importance of internet access for the 2020 
Census.

Challenges surrounding 2020 Census

https://www.censushardtocountmaps2020.us/
https://factfinder.census.gov/bkmk/table/1.0/en/ACS/17_5YR/B28002/1400000US27137001600
https://civilrights.org/new-report-highlights-opportunities-risks-first-high-tech-census/


Challenges surrounding 2020 Census

ÅHistorically the census was available in these languages: English, 
Chinese, Korean, Russian, Spanish and Vietnamese.

Å7 new languages: Arabic, French, Haitian Creole, Japanese, Polish, 
Portuguese and Tagalog.

ÅNo Hmong or Somali language available.

ÅLanguages available on the internet and via phone.

Language availability from the Census Bureau



Challenges surrounding 2020 Census
ÅCitizenship Question
ÅThe citizenship question has not been on the 

census survey since 1950.

ÅIn 1980, the Census Bureau was sued 
ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ άŀƴȅ ŜŦŦƻǊǘ ǘƻ ŀǎŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎƘƛǇ 
will inevitably jeopardize the overall accuracy 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ Ŏƻǳƴǘέ 

ÅIn the 2017 Census test period, survey 
respondents provided incomplete or 
incorrect information and were visibly 
nervous about immigration and citizenship 
questions. 



Challenges surrounding 2020 Census
ÅCitizenship Question
ÅWhat protects our data?

ÅTitle 13. Creates a strong firewall. Anyone 
who violates it will face jailed 



Challenges surrounding 2020 Census
ÅOnline form

ÅNew technology

ÅCensus Bureau sends out postcards with 
instructions to fill out the form online.



What are your concerns 
around the 2020 Census?



Key Census Dates

ÅJune 2019: Decision from U.S. Supreme court on citizenship question 
case is expected.

ÅJune-August 2019: Census Test by U.S. Census Bureau to evaluate 
effect of Citizenship question on self-response rates.

ÅMarch-April 2020: Self-Response phase of Census 2020 (internet, 
mail, and phone; four waves of staggered mail)

ÅApril 1, 2020: National Census Day

ÅMay ςJuly 2020: Primary non-response follow-up operation (to 
households that did not self-respond)



Why Nonprofits have a critical role

ÅTrusted messengers

ÅNonprofits use census data (MBP, 
MNCompass)

ÅGood partners to government Complete 
Count Committees

ÅAgents of civic engagement! (i.e. elections, 
public policy)



Full participationin the 
2020 Census by all MN.

MCMP is a cross-sector 
collaborationof 
organizations and 
individuals to advocate for 
policies and resources to 
ensure an accurate count.

Supplement and 
complement the Census 
.ǳǊŜŀǳΩǎ Ǉƭŀƴǎ ςbut need 
a strong 2020 census base 
operation.


