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Using the Google Read&Write Screen Mask 

Tool in World Book 
 
ABOUT:  In this activity, participants will learn how to use the Screen Mask tool to show certain 
sections of the screen.  The Screen Mask tool creates a strip or “ruler” on the screen.  The strip 
provides focus to one area of the screen.  The rest of the screen is darkened.  As you move your 
cursor the strip follows along.  It helps students focus in on sections of the screen or text.    

Before you begin you will need to have Google Read&Write installed on your computer.  You will 

need: 

1. The Chrome Browser installed on your computer.  

2. Open World Book.  

  
 

  
 
 

 

 
 

Launch the Chrome browser.  From the 

district page click on World Book. 

The World Book page opens.   

Type the name of what you want to search for in the Advanced Search field e.g., Egypt 

https://www.sd71.bc.ca/resources/research-databases/Pages/default.aspx
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From the list that has been generated, select the article you want to read.   

To launch Google Read&Write in World Book click on the purple Google Read&Write puzzle 

icon located to the right of the address bar.   

 

The toolbar opens.  Click on the Screen Mask tool.   

When the Screen Mask tool is turned on the icon is greyed out and only certain sections of 

the screen appear.   
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Additional info or advice – Click the link to watch a video on how to use the Screen 

Mask tool in Read&Write for Google Chrome - 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=3&v=l7-asXZ82sI 

  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

As you move your cursor the strip follows along.  It helps students focus in on 

sections of the screen or text.    

 

When you are finished reading turn off the Screen Mask tool.  Do this by clicking on the 

Screen Mask icon. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=3&v=l7-asXZ82sI

