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important impact on the well-being and stability of our
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community.

Since its establishment in 1965, ACAN has been the
Government’s sole advisory body on matters dealing with
the fight against narcotics. The Narcotics Division puts into
effect the five-pronged strategy of the Hong Kong Special
Administrative  Region ~ Government  through  law
enforcement, preventive education and publicity, treatment
and rehabilitation, research and international cooperation,
following consultations with ACAN on matters of
importance. The continuous and untiring efforts of
Government officials and ACAN members throughout the
years have achieved remarkable results. Like many other
major cities, Hong Kong also suffers from the drug abuse
and trafficking problem. We are also looked upon as an
active and cooperative partner in the international arena in

tackling the drug problem.
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The ACAN has a vital role to play in promoting cooperation
between relevant Government departments and voluntary
agencies in implementing anti-drug policies, and enlisting
community support in the fight against drugs. We are
determined to meet the challenges of the 215 Century, and
curbing the rising trend of psychotropic substance abuse,
which is a prevalent problem worldwide, will top our list

of priority tasks for the future.

The publication of this commemorative book on the occasion
of the 35t anniversary of ACAN allows us to take stock of
our work and achievements so far. The book offers our
readers a wealth of information and insights into the long
and hard battle against drugs in Hong Kong for more than
three decades. I would like to take this opportunity to pay
tribute to past and present members of ACAN for their
contribution to this worthy cause. With the experience and
expertise built up over the years, I have every confidence
in ACAN leading us to new heights in the fight against

narcotics in the new Millennium.

[ would also like to thank Mr. Peter E. I. Lee, who devoted
time and effort in writing this book as a volunteer. As a
former Commissioner for Narcotics and one of the key
players in the anti-narcotics field in the 1970s and 1980s,
Mr. Lee is in a unique position to take us through history
and review the development of the anti-narcotics efforts in

Hong Kong.

Prof. Lee Shiu-hung
Chairman
Action Committee Against Narcotics

(1999 to present)

ACAN IN THE 21ST CENTURY - A CONTINUING CHALLENGE
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