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LAST WEEK we told the
exriting resuits from the

first quarter of 1974, Somw
of you do seem. and badly
B want 1o know the best
sefing albums and singles

s year as compiled from
RREM s ehart So. here you
are

AThe o

1 The Singles 19691973
The Carpenters ( Ak M)

2 Ol New Borrowed &

Ahue Slade (Pol
vonr

3 Band On The Run
Paul McCartney A
Wings (Apple)

And | Love You So
Perry Como (RCA)
8 Goodbye Yellow Hrick
L ~ Ehon John

¢ Tubular Bells
Oldfield (Virgin)

Mike

Silverbird -

Leo Sayer
{Chrysalis)

Solitaire —

Andy
Williams (CBS )

# Dark Side Of The Moon
Pink Floyd (Har
vest)

10 Simon and Garfunkel's
Greatest Hits (OBS)

Sengies
1 Tiger Feet — Mud
(RAK)
2 Devil Gate Drive —

Suzi Quatro (RAK)

3 Billy Don't Be A Hero
Paper Lace (Bus
Stop)

Jealous Mind — Alvin
Stardust (Magnet)

The Air That I Breathe
Hallies ( Polydor)

Teenage
Sweet (RC

Rampage
“A)

Wombling Song
Wombles (CBS )

Most Beautiful

£ The
Girt Charlie Rich

(Epic)

©

You're Sixteen
Ringo Starr (Apple)
10 Dance With The Devil
Coxy Powell (RAK)
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HARY PARABE=..

COMPILED BY TONY JASPER

THE NEW groups have
arrived in style. This week

Teen.
Cock Rebel were ti;

in Chart Parade’s new group
prediction for 1974, They
have s flamboyant lead
singer In Steve Harley.
Harley has never doubted
the group would break big.
It has scemed until now that
hll.l predictions might be

'nn Sparks stem from
fornia

ANTHONY BRIDG
Clayton, Manchester, says,
*“1 enjoyed your chart quiz
on page three of last week's
edition, April 27. As an
ardent fan of Duane Eddy 1
was sure of answering
question one about Duane
correctly but was asto
nished to read the answer
as Rebel Rouser. May I
point out that this tune was
a follow-on to the first hit,
Moovin' Groovin, a number
one hit in '57. 1 hope you'll
publish my letter as it will
give Duane Eddy a little
publicity

Oh dear. Well, Duane
has got some publicity and
1 am receiving ten hefty
wacks of RRM for my

Star pick

THE RUBETTES have hit
the charts hard but what do
they think bout their
fellow hit-parade travs
ellers? Waterloo: It's an
ecasy one to knock but in a
way It represents a good
change for the Eurovision
Song contest. We've
entered the same kind of
stuff ever since we won it a
few years back. Actually
some of us in the group
entered some of our songs
bulthey got nowhere.
Seasons In The Sun: Nice
record, like it quite a lot. 1
suppose it's a bit corny and
not all that funky but it's
not worth knocking, it does
have thatsomething.
Shang-A-Lang: They're
a good group, BCR and
they have the right teen
image. I bet they're good
for discos. This new one is
better than their last hit
They've got some good
writers It will be
interesting to see what
their next is like. You know
today many second discs
are better than the first,
though of course they did

L ]
has passed but Sparks have
at last made it and with

little time to announce their
future arrival. These ex-
sessions musicians found
themselves with a sudden hit
and Top Of The Pops.

Thanks, Anthony

writing.

PETER WARREN from

Twickenham, Middlesex

in your Chart
Bridge Over
‘aler was now in
the charts for 120 weeks. I
believe this is incorrect and
I make it 220 weeks. Your
120 comes from the fact that
120 weeks ago you revived
your chart completely and
started the numbering
again. I can prove this for I
have all the copies of RRM
going back to 1970.

Peter, you are of course
carrect. Our listed number
is the number of con
secutive weeks and in fact
due to & change In policy
regarding records listed
our chart was in a sense re
started. And it's good (o

have a big hit several years
back

The Night (hicage Died:
Stronger than their first
hit. Not oo keen on the
song as & song but oan
understand why this and
the last was & hit. Great
effects at the beginning and
they always have a nice

not be too much but there
are some nice harmonies.
Remember Me This
Way: Gary's disc and the
man himself — just
fabulous, marvellous
sound
il Always Love My
Mama: Lovely, lnvzly lod
ifit didn't make the
it would have Wl -
mighty disco hit.
Rubottes tips for the top
(or they ought to be)
1 In Crowd — Brian Ferry
(Island)
2 Sideshow — Alan Clarke
They say, “Alan’s made
w0 many good solo dises.
We're glad be's back with
the Hollies but be's still
making goodies. ™'

3 coples of the NEW single from THE HOLLIES plus 5
double concert tickets for thelr London concert at Drury Lane
on May M. The concert tiokets will be given to 5 winners
Hving within @ miles of London but the 50 singies will be sent
wherever the winning people come from. So that means
everyone can enter with seme hope of winning! That's the
run down on this week's mighty competition and after the
saceess of The Alr That | Breathe we expect & super response
from all Hollies fans and doubtiess many new ones. Just send

know you've kept all those
RRMs
ROBERT BLACK from
Welwyn Garden City says,
“The featured artist In
Guess Who Competition for
April 6 issue was Shane
Fenton. Congratulations to
everybody al Record and
Radio Mirror for compiling
such a wonderfully inter
esting pop magazine
Robert, we love your nice
words but the answer was

MICK RONSON is almost gasping for breath as in the album
200 chart, Slaughter On 10th Avenue dips from 163 to 197,
Argent take entry with Nexus at 191. Now the 42nd weok for
Cat Stevens and Foreigner and hey, Olivia Is now into weok 20
with the now 164 position, Lot Me Be There. Can y ou top
Stones and their 122 weeks vin Hot Rocks, 1964-71 m lﬂ for
Deep Puple's Machine Head. Nearly forgot to mention, Susi
is still hanging on at 186 but much higher and first time
143 comes King Crimson and Starless And Bible Black. Peter
Frampton hus slipped to 136 from 125 but Savoy Brown are
climbing and with u three week run are at 112. Procul Harum
m- e 99 with Exotic Birds And Frult and there's Led
V album into week 123 at 77 with Houses Of The

your emiry on s postenrd to Hollies Comp. Record & Radio
Mirror, Chart Parade, 7 Oumaby St , Lendon W1V 1PG, and

do s by Tuesday,

May 21 for record entries. The

winners will be drawn from entries recoived by May 4.
Thowe unlucky emough not to win tickets will join with
everyone cise for the record draw

Nasowr

Address

1 am s now reador of KEM in the last 4 woeks . . oo (Thek 1!
answer yos ).
aged .. (40 belp our reader research prog ).

L—

John Leyton. We had lots of
jes and the two o
receive albums are Mrs.
D. Lethbridge of Stamford

from The Heywoods

hould

N Irk

e afield ftoad,  bright UK scene in the sinles fleld but plenty of aiburm i,
SR, A that's the story for this week

make the new

Zeppelin
Holy 75. Mott are moving fast with The Hoople and should be
there in this week's 50. On the
Daybreaker entors at 8 and Paper Lace have made it! They
are at 96 with Billy, Don't Be A Hero. The US cover version
50 listing. Not &

singles scene, ELO's,

Ye-lerdny Today And
Forever; Mr Business

E

chart. Each is making his
own album.

LUCKY TWELVE h win
our specisl Am
copies of I)n-yl
released o m wer
Christina  Cade,
thorpe;

Caterham:

cholas 3
Bridget OMd-
i Dimne

Lynn Harper,
Beveriey Petors,
ford: Andree Lowe, Fare
Alis Proctor,
Manchester; Keith W
Pottors Bar: Cath
Brimicombe, Basingstoke:
Gillian Pearce, Southport.
(ANl albums sent recorded
delivery).
DAVID
winners: Jonane

Jane Jowett, Peter Wik
liams. Elizabeth Hunatley,
John Mahoney, Trevor
Reidy, Audre,

Karen Marting J.l{.'
Coulson, Alison  Barwoll,

*hlrlry Cox, Christine
ins, Sally Palmer, Pam|
nvync. Rouald Kerr,
Grace D'Souza. Gary
Thomes,

EX  sin

P e
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DISCS
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to rock

HALF WAY through their biggest most riot-torn

tour of Britain,

ADE have docided to release a

rocker, Banging Man, as their next single.

Manager Chas Chan
dler was in New York
ihis week mixing the
cut al the Record Plant
50 that it will be ready

in time for June
release. As yet no B
side has been chosen

butl Slade are under
stood to have a lot of
malerial in the can

At the same time,
Chandler was busy
selting up another
major headlining tour
of the States for the
band to follow imme
diately after their
British dates

A spokesman said
It's happening over
there just the same as
it did iIn Britain; a
tremendous 4 nd

has bullt up for lve
performances without
demand for records. '’
Meanwhile Slade ap-
pear to be going ahead
with a retum to their
rock sound despite
some of the costliest
riols ever experienced
on a British rock tour
At Dundee Caird hall,
hundreds of pounds
worth of damage was
done when ‘'‘over
enthusiastic’’ bouncers
upset the crowd and
the band were forced
o flee from the hall
Slade play Sheffield

on Thursday, New-
castle (Friday), Ox
ford (Sunday) and

Cardiff (Tuesday).

Maggie added
to Chalk

MA

soccer

naking her first
Stone The

ar and more

y makes up for
{ Dave

of his

o will
the end of

at the
ng band

. . imble
Dan
dates
TEE DAN, Amer
a much vaunted
new wave leaders
arrive in Britain nexi
week for 13 concert

dates

Liverpool S
W), and Southend Kursaal
(Jemedl

*GTE BELL is the final addition to the Who's
er rocker

spectacular,”” next

at Charlton Stadium

Blue
in

Focus

DUTCOH band, Focus, begin
their British tour on May 19
at Maochester's Hard Rock
and will be suppo on all
da bes by Blue

Blur s second album is due
for redease on the RSO label
on June 1. 1t's called Life In
The Navy and a single,
Lonesome, is being taken off
e album.

Tour dates: Apollo, Glas
gow (May 20); City |
Neweastle (21); Liv

)
Ino o ma ke three
wio sppearances: Newmn
Coldoge, Birmingham (10);
Aberdoen University (17):
Glasgow University (1%)

-
"

ws
Seekers

Troggs
attack

“IT WAS like a bloody
nightmare” was how Reg
Presley of the Troggs

described a college gig at the
weekend where lead guitar

ist Richard Moore received
serious stab wounds follow

ing a brawl between the
band and Hell's Angels.

The Troggs were in their
dressing room at Far
nborough Technical Colloge
after playing to 600 students
on Saturday night when
about eight Hells Angels
burst in armed with broken
bottles and a knife

“The next thing is there

was a big rumpus,” lead
vocalist Reg told REM.
“It was terrible. | had

three Hells Angels kicking
me at one time and then I
saw Richard rolling on the
floor. One of them had
stabbed him.

During the fight Tony
Murray, our bam gultarist,
sprained his ankle and got
cut on the hand from a
broken bottle. Ronnle Bond
got a few scratches and I got
it on the nowe. | thought I'd
broken my nose,

Reg said all but one of the
Hells Angels got away. The
one who was caught is
understood to be helping
police with their inquiries.

At the hospital where

Richard had to undergo an
emergency operation after
being stabbed in the lung, &
spokesman said on Monday
his condition was satisfac
tory and improving.

gold

LYN PAUL scorpts an behalf of the Noew Sockers a Gold Diso

JOHN LENNON may soon end his exile in America
and return to Britain, following a dramatic plea by
more than 50,000 rock fans

He has been invited to
apply to Britain's Home

Secretary for a pardon
for his drug offence,
thereby clearing the way
for his free movement for
the first time in over
three years

This move comes after
67,308 Radlo
Luxembourg listeners
led by disc jocky Tony

Prince, petitioned the
Home Office for Len-
non's pardon.

Since the offence — for

possessing Cannabis
Lennon has felt com
pelled to remain in
America because he
knew he would not be re-
admitted should he
leave

A BITTERLY di !

d Brian C ily be

dates

LOVE, the le|
American West
band led by Arthur
arrived in Britain
week for a 15
tour.

Radio Luxembourg's
etition was mounted by
'ony Prince after he
interviewed Lennon on
the telephone. Lennon
sald he felt the Queen
owed him a pardon since
he had done so much for
the country. Listeners
were invited to write in
and in turn the petition
was handed to 10
Downing Street. Even-
tually the Home Office
was approached and this
week the word came
that: ‘‘The Home Secre-
tary will now look at the
whole circumstances of
granting John Lennon a
pardon. It's now up to
him to apply himself to
the Home Secretary."”

Dates: stol Colston
Stirling
Dundee University (31
Barbarellas (14); &
(15): Dunstable Civil (18)
Essex University (1%
Rainbow (23) ; Leeds U
sity (28); Biba's (385
Manchester Froe Trade &
(29); Shuffies Qlub Glasgow
(30); Braesnose Colleges =
Oxford (June 1),

Love's

Intest album o
complintion,

R x-r:m;l-lrvfl Sl

&y | @
J

— ,

&J
THE changing face of Paul McCartney po into
London at the weekend to pick up even mol'epm and
platinum discs for Band On The Run. This time, a8
you can see, he'd dropped his Kung Fu face
sproutings in favour of the Linda McCartney look
.« « . soems that one's really catching o i

e

ERIC CLAPTON (s W make &

a special concert tour of the
States in July, the Robert
Stigwood organisation an o

nounced this week

Stigwood also announced
that International Famous
Agency will handle all
aspects of the tour which I8

weeks of complete rest this week following the

cancellation of all Sweet’s scheduled appearances.
Apart from their own tour dates, the group were

forced to drop out of a prestigeous ap The

gan six

Clapton's first in thres

years
Clapton is currently
recording an album 8N

America

Who's Charlton Festival next Saturday (18).
A doctor has advised Brian that any singing in the

next few

some weeks ago.

having to cancel out. H;

weeks could permanently damage his
larynx which was damaged when he was beaten up

Sweet’'s Andy Scott sald: “‘We are very upset about
opefully as soon as Brian's
voice returns to normal we will make & new singie
which will be rush-released by RCA. ™

STEELEYE SPAN are to do
a second concert at London's
Royal Albert Hall on May 21
following an immediate sell-
out of their show for the day
before

Steeleye extra

Afler their British tour
which ends at the begin
of next
have & week "™ {I‘
before going to America fora
six-week tour.
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Glitter
tour

ERMANIA is set to break out in June with
Ast six dates set for Gary and the Glitter

series of

I start at

’ 8 Rainbow
J or June 15
When there will be two
show followed by
Oxford New Theatre
(June 16 South
ampton Gaumont (18);
Cardiff Capitol (19)

Glasgow Apollo (23)

AT 24, superstar David
Cassidy is to retire from
live appearances, he told
KEM in a telephone
interview from his
Hamburg hotel this
week =
This means that his
forthcoming comcerts in
this country will be his
Inst anywhere. His
farewell concert will be

st Manchester City
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Further dates still to
be confirmed include
Manchester,
Southport, Newcastle

and Birmingham

Gary Is expected to
have a new single
released in early June
to colncide with the
tour

Football Club on May 28,
‘I won't be doing any

more live performances

after that,” he said.

“But I'll definitely be
making albums and
recording. I'm packing it
all in because of the
strain and I want to live
my own life. My future
plans include getting =
house built on the land 1
own in Hawaii.

I want to say goodbye
to the kids and I want
them to be in no doubt
that I mean it — that this
really is the end of it all.
And I don’t want them to
be sad because I'm not. 1
have never been happier

in my life. "

REGGIE’S little romp at
Watford football stadium
at the weekend drew
more fans than the
Homets (Watford) do all
season — still they
should worry . . .

The club stand to gain
more than £20,000 thanks

to Mr John's overriding
benevolence and the
thirty thousand plus who
packed the ground will
no doubt be ready to see
a replay should one be
arranged,

Naturally the entire
match between Elton
John plus Rod Stewart

and Nazareth was
filmed and recorded for
promotion and a possible
live album.

STOP PRESS: We
hear Queens Park
Rangers are to perform
TOMMY at the Rain-
bow . . .

New pop show

GRANADA Television's

newly lnunched twenty - five
pop programme ‘‘4§
r dy shown In most

ns of the country is set
for screening in the London
areaon May 24

Programme producer Mu
riel Young comments: “For
the past three years we've
desperately been trying to

make the television author
ities aware of the need of an
adull pop programme. This
is just the beginning for

gEer and better things

The current series consists
of ten shows with th,
format as Granada's

Lift

Off. After a short break the
series Is scheduled for a late
summer return. Radio One
disc jockey Emperor Rosko
will compere the pro
gramme

Lightfoot
concert

GORDON LIGHTFOOT will
b in concert at London's
Royal Albert Hall on June 7,
his enly British appearance
this year due to heavy
commitments in America
and Canada

GEORDIE got a gold

disc for ome million
sales worldwide of
their hit single, Al

Because Of You.
The band, Brian John-

i
son, Brian Gibson,
Tom Hill and Vie

Malcolm are seen here
being presented with
their award from
Emperor Rosko.

e N

Geordie are in the middle
of a European tour and
return in time to
appear on London
Weekend TV's Satur-
day Scene on May 25.

TASVALLAN
PRE DENTTI, the Finnish
band currently in this
country are undertak ing a 20
date college and club tour at
the moment with additional
dates still to be added. May
dates are: Essex University
(May 1) Lafayette, Wolver
hampton (8), Middlesex
(Poly (9), Goldsmiths
College (10); Collegiate
Theatre, London (11)
Cleopatra’s, Derby (16);
Slypt Disc, Workington (17)
Sheffield University (18);
Barbarella's, Birmingham
(19). The our coincides with
the release of the group's
latest album, Milkky Way
Roses which was released on
April 5 Alan  Stivell
starts his British tour at
London’s Theatre Royal on
May 19. Other dales
Hippodrome, Bristol (21)
Town Hall, Birmingham
City Hall, Newcastle
). Town Hall, Leeds (24)
pire Theatre, Liverpool
5), Free Trade Hall
Manchester (27), St Andrews
Hall, Norwich (2%), Guild
hall, Plymouth (June 2)
Two dates in Wales have yet
o be confirmed The
Porstmouth Sinfonia ¥
smouth the orchestra th
can’t play its instruments —
are set 0 make their debut
appearance at the Royal
Albert Hall on May 28
Scaffold have a new single
Liverpool Lou produced by
Paul McCartney, released
this week on Decca lan
Carr's Nucleus follow - up
their successful London
concert with a series of May
and June dates. lan Carr is
currently working on music
specially commissioned for
the Shakespeare Centenary
celebrations. Tour dates —

Westfield College, Ham
pstead (17), Sheffield Uni
versity (15). The Turring
don, Finchley (23), Christ
College, Cambridge (June
10), Padgate College, War
ringlon (14), Stoneground,

Manchester Leeds

University (19)

(18),

DENNY Laine, the oxtra
Wing., wis spotied i the
well-known poser's pars
dige, the Speakeasny, st

week 'w'"?f extremely
Vo could it

mise rable
here all day wondering
why. but we'll be kind and
suppose that he's just not
feeling too good
Elton John, looking fatter
than ever these days It's
down o the health farm for
you Reggie my boy
Kevin Ayros has a new
album out on May M4 — why
sn’t he a gigantic star®
Expect o Thin Lisy
spiiL story next week
™ ord is that if Ann
Peeh wingle 1 Can't
Stand The Raln conlinues
to climb Uhe charts she will
vis these shores for
promotional purpases — so
gel buying kids, it's the
best single released in
years anyhow
Hawkwind lady Stacia
looking tartier than ever
tf that's possible. She was
spotted last week weartng &
micro minl and bdlack
stockings' Al the
Status Quo party afler the
opening night of their tour in
Bristol, their manager
Colin Johnson having =
great Ume throwing beer
and water over all and
sundry. Quo are also
having trouble booking into
hotels, seems they have a
somewhat unfortunate rep-
utation. | wonder why?
Facilities for the
press at Elton John's gig
abysmal, we don't expeet &
champagne and ca
reception — well not at a
charity gig anyway — but
whose bright idea was it o
put the press enclosure
behind the tollets” If you
were trying 1o keep us far
enough away so that we
wouldn't notice your
considerably increased
walstline Reg — you fallec
miserably Erie "1
Made Queen” Hall THE
promotion man al EMI
according to him
anyway) took me out for &
lovely evening to The
Apollo and Le Foyer clubs
the other week topped off
with a slightly less frothy
dessert al the Speakeasy
(Yawn) Tom (I'
do anything o gel me
picture in the Mirror)
Jones' exploits in Vene
zuela last week were as
boring as ever. If 1'd been
Harold Wilson 1'd have left
him to it A visit o
Britain by Jobriath has
been called off according to
Elektra’'s Bill McAllister,
because “he wants to open
at Broadway first,” don't
we all dears? Go
oul and buy your
Thunderthighs singles IM-
MEDIATELY - the best
record released this week
We hear that
Diamond Dogs is Bowle's
best yet — must be good, we

FIRST "LOVE ON A MOUNTAIN TOP’
THEN ‘EVERLASTING LOVE’
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THE SUN might not have
rome o for Watford on
Sunday, but the people did —
» W be more precise they

cnme out for ¥ n John
There would be thase who
would argue that a large

proportion of the crowd
wouldn't have been there but
for the fact that Rod Stewart
was billed to appear and that
opinion was born eut by the

number of Kids decked oul in
tarian

The afternosn kicked off
with Nazareth who belted out
their distinctive sound in the
tace of an appalling sound
sustem

They were playing quile
woll and  included tracks off
their mew album Rampant
including Shapes Of Things
All the old favourites were
there o including Bad Bad
Boy and This Flight Tonight.
Vocalist Dan McCafferty has
had his hair permed and in
faet all the band look & lot
botter. | just wish they would
rid of those awful

et

this point
numerous young ladies were
being dragged out from the
front of the stage but it was
twenty minutes later that
Elton  finally took to the
boards wearing & black and
yellow satin suit and
matching ostrich feathers.
The band also looked

spiffing in . . . . but still we
were there for ihe music
weren't we? The familiar
synthesiser strains of Funer
Wl For A Friend rang oul
foud and cloar across the

ground. It sounded fine, &
considerable | rovement
on the sound that Nazareth

hnd got earlier. Efton belted
out & string of golden tunes
including Daniel, Hercules,
Rocket Man and then into &
couple from Yellow Brick
Road, Beanie and The Jeis
and Candle In The Wind

A continuing stream of
young Iadies was being
carried through the back
stage arens by the St. John
Ambulance men, they did a
grand job.

Elton previewed a  oum
ber ofthis new album then
went inte Goodbye Yellow
Brick Road, when it began to
rain. Unperturbed our
cuddly hero led the crowd
and band in a rousing chorus
of Singing In The Rain which
melted into & great version of
Lucy In The Sky With
Diamonds — the band were
in fine form especially
guitarist Davey Johnstone.

Then came the moment
that a large proportion of the

You deserve one

ahPtedd

You may have just become
serious about playing the
guitar. You may be a
virtuoso. Or you may
beanythingin between.
Butonethingis certain-
you deserve more than
a ten quid box.

Eko Acoustics are

renowned for their
workmanship, true
tone and value for
money.

Standard or Jumbo,
sixor twelve string. Have
a look at Eko-it'll be a step
in the right direction.

From around £17 to £60.

crowd were there for — on

walked Rod Stewart -
ant in white satin
ol ete ol . The lnd

renily did losk great though
and he recvived s rousing
recrption the crowd
and the rate at which young
tadies were carried through
he backstage arem wee

o double. The hand wenat
into Country Comforts, the
Elton John aumber that Rod
did on his Gasoline Alley
album and the crowd seemned
10 he a wen of tartan.

Inte Sweet Little Rock And
Roller and the band proved
that they could really rock —
then Angel. :‘:n-.,
throu, this nu r
-u.pp: the band and let the
audience sing (he chorus
with amazing results. Then
it was over and he '\on- gone.

Fifteen minutes only .

“:rhm went into Crocodile
Rock and also got the crowd
singing along on the chorus.
Then he too left the stage to &
fantastic reception. He came

super Stardust

ALVIN STARDUST did »
great job at the Rainbow last
Friday and his many fans
eertainly gave him a rousing
reception but for those that
had seen him before it was &
bit disappointing

He certainly knows how to
present a good show, he's
had plenty of practice, but |
felt he made a few mistakes
that night.

He started off with

Satisfaction Stones number.
the sentiments were alright
but I preferred his original
opener Great Balls Of Fire.

me =
capable of better — he should
have stuck to the rockers and

ballads  and

Stones numbers

THE new Man band started
their ul British tour in
Scotland at the weekend with
4 lineup which surpasses
uny previeus formation
the've had in their topsy
turvy life.

Deke Leonard is back
agnin after an 15 month
absence and Malcom Morley
and Ken Whaley (ex Help
Yourself) join Micky Jones
and Terry Williamw from the
last line-up to complote the
five picce

Glasgow Oity I was the
second stop on the tour and
judging by the reception
Man got and the number of
fans locked out, it all points
o u preity encouraging
future.

In fact the andionce were a
bit oo boisterous for the
hall's management and they
constantly threatened to
“switeh-oft” the power
although Mr Leonard count
eracted (he move by saying
that the aodience would
“tear down the place,” If
that happened
M

s music is * mixture
of old and new from Blowing

‘\-‘

approprinte.
tu

response
music had that
CHRE

Despite these
think what we saw was &
in the making ~ he's &
the ingredionts sod
only be a meller of
before he gots the
right. Chris Poole.

Away (Help Yourself aidie) B
TITI551  (Mike Nesmith
telephone number) tak
from an loeberg album
Taking The Eausy Way
from the band’s new al
Hinos, Winos and Lunaties.
The mast important o
that Man can ereate now ol
excitement and  the 3
lines betweenl
ky and Deke on guitars -
almost uncanny.
1 particularly liked
way the band groey
together

frenzied pace to @ }
mellow sound in a matler

secands with Morley tying up)

Loose ends on plane. !
The group are obvieusl)
“on the verge™ so to speak,
being really huge in
country. My only criticism i}
that while the music
Aggressive enough, the ba
and surprisingly Dekell
Leonard were rather

back. A bit more patter 1
punch directed o the s )
probably the answer. Joha
Beattie 1

!
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l the

l back I
| and prov

flght for
wllers
these pa
Although they made the
ris with Keep On
back in 1971,

1 band was

follow 1t up

er hit. But

ssed on regard-

and now three
later, they're
the limelight
ing to be more
successful than the first

| time around

with his brother Derek

| and

no doubt

+ we were a one-

t wonder group after
On Dancing,

the oldest of the

s, 20-year-old

Longmuir wheoe

out it

are the only members
still in the band from
that period

Alan is shaving as he
talks and the rest of the
F ers Eric Falco-
ner, Leslie McKuen,
John ‘Woody' Devine.
Derek are
changing into their
stage gear It's a

| Wednesday afternoon

|

at the Beeb and the lads
are getting ready for a
Top Of The Pops
appearance

“Keep On Dancing
kept us working steady
for five nights a week
but that's all it did for
us. When we made the
charts with it we
thought that was ft,
away we go We
expected to have great
scenes and people
screaming whenever
we went on stage
because that's what
we'd” been used to in
Scotland before Keep
On Dancing. But it just
didn’t happen. "’

| Added Derek: ‘It
was terrible, really
demoralising but Alan
kept saying we must
keep going. When Keep
On Dancing came out
we had been playing in
Scotland In ridiculous
places like old barns
and flelds even and
suddenly we found
aursalvgs  thrust into
beautiful ballrooms.
The average age of the
band at the time was 16
and we had been used to
doing gigs for £35 a
night which meant we'd
often have to sleep In
the van, we couldn't
afford stage clothes and
some weeks we didn’t
even get a wage. "

The Rollers’ man-
ager, Tam Paton, was
just as new to the big
time as the band was.
But he stuck with them
through thick and thin
and today he's still
their guardian angel.

“‘I built the group on
theory and things that
should have happened,
didn't happen at the

f Tam

4

over the border think-
nu ewerjon gontracts
was it. I'm not that soft
now, I think I've learnt
a tremendous amount
in the past couple of
years. "'

At that someone said
part of the Rollers and
Tam's success was
their naivity in the
early stages, a state-
ment which I'm sure
contains a lot of truth

‘‘Because Tam
wasn't aware of the
problems, they didn't
mean anything, he just
fought on regardless,’
added Alan

““There were all sorts
of political situations
which he overcame
because he was so

husiastic and am

time,"" ¢
who had good reason to
look well pleased since
Shang A Lang Is
moving up the chartsat
a fast pace to make it
two hits in a row for the
Rollers in just three
months

“After Keep On
Dancing we were
kicked around and we
had a few robberies if
you know what I mean
which 1 can't speak
about. I made a lot of
mistakes as | was very
raw to it all. I came

bitious about the whole
thing Anyone else
would have given up
with the problems we
had inthe early days. "’
Eric comes over lo
join In the conversation
and says ““Before
Remember look off we
were financlally embar
rassed, in other words
flat broke. We had a lot
of ripoffs and every
thing we've got now
we've really had to
work hard to earn it. ™
Tam then enlightened

KEEP ON

me that the band was
now very straight
the lads for being &8
intelligent at handling
money the way they do

“‘Obviously they get a
set wage and eachhasa
bank deposit. If it's the
last thing I do it's make
sure they all have
money at the end of
this,”" says Tam with
sincerity

‘It's true what he
says about us not being
extravagant,” comes a
voice from behind me.
It was Leslie who with
his broad Scottish
accent took some
understanding.

““The Bay City Roll-
ers don't book into five
star hotels, we don't go
running up £200 booze
bills. We still eat in
roadside cafes although
it's getting a bit
difficult because we're
starting to get recogni-
sed, and we'd rather
stay In say a two star
hotel ‘cos you get just
as good a treatment. In
fact on some occasions
we travel from one gig
to another overnight
and save ourselves the
expense of a hotel. We
don’t mind sleeping In
the car

We're all young, but

- — l
. changes the group hasf|
IRJ the

ROkl

that doesn’'t mean to
say we've got to go out
cad spadanaguh we
ly go daft with our
money. Obviously we
want to have the best
equipment and we've
just picked up a new
Mercedes van today for
the gear, but they're
essentials. We're also
getting a new car but
we want it for
rellability and not for
show. "’

Alan, who was look-
ing chuffed with the
new stage trousers
which the band had just
collected from their
tallor, rejoins us

““The strange thing is
that we were going out
for more money just
before Remember was
a hit than when Keep
On Dancing was In the
charts. In fact If
Remember hadn’t tak.
en off, well the writing
was on the wall. It was
going to be our last
single. But with the
line-up we've now got
which has been the
same for six months,
and with Remember
being a hit, everything
seems to have clicked
at long last. "

The change In the

Rollers line-up is

something which the
press have flogged to
dartly suv). M pand
tired of talking about it,

But just how have the
fans reacted to Leslie
taking over from Nobby
Clark as the Rollers
lead vocalist?

"“When 1 first re-
placed him it was a bit
difficult,’”’ admits Les-
le.

‘‘Most of Nobby's
fans were in Scotland
and I've picked up a lot
after appearing on Top
Of The Pops which has
completely obliterated
anything that Nobby
ever had although 1
don't mean this un-
kindly. "

‘‘He's a grealt guy,”
adds Tam Paton,

““There weren't any
hassles when Nobby
left, It was all very
amicable. He‘ld ust

he's gone out of the
music business, I'm not
sure what he's doing at
the moment but I
belleve he wants tobe a
solo singer. No doubt
he'll do well and we
wish him all the best. ™

Ot younger

. original Ruys, that s

me and Derek, have
become the oidest.

Many people, particu.
larly the press, have
sald what a shy bunch
of lads the Rollers
appear to be. They
don’t have much to say
and look as if they're|
lacking in confidence.

Nothing could be
further from the truth,"”
retorts Eric

“You should see us on
stage. We're very wa
who we meet and
to. Mind you we're not
the kind of guys who go
o parties or come out of|
the stage door drunk or|
have pints of beer on}|
stage, we're just
professionals. We all}
live at home althou,
Alan hKas a flat in
Edinburgh, because
home is a nice place to
get back to after the
road life. 1 suppose||
eventually we'll have to]
have some sort of al
headquarters as it does |
get a bit expensive
travelling down to
London |

‘We all come from |
working-class families |
which could be thell
reason for our success.
I mean if you've got
everything in life, then ||
you've no target to aim
for. But if you've got ||
very little like us, then |
there's something|
worth fighting for. "

The Rollers fan club
is something which |
seems to be growing at
a fantastic rate
There's 18,000 mem-
bers, including married
women of 24 or more,
which means more hard
work for Tam Paton
since he runs the club

‘‘Fans are now
coming to our concerts
wearing similar clothes
to the ones we wear on |
stage,’" said Leslie |

“We're still singing ||
Keep On Dancing as )|
they expect from us and
in fact we don't get
tired of it either. Well
might be labelled as a ||
teeny-bopper group, so |
BUC" V8 fade "t Ve
biggest teeny-bopper||

ever was the

|

the moment we

Just want to have a good
time and enjoy every-
thing that’'s happening.
We want to have just
nice, happy records and
bring back those good
times and forget the
sentimetnal stuff. It's
to see audience

participation again. "

Talking about
records the Rollers are
in the process of gettd
together their debul
album which should be
out In August, |

“It will have some of
our own material !
probably,” Eric adds.

“Our ambition is to

get an album in the

singles' chart as 1

hasn't N:‘nt:.au

the days Beatles.

1 also hope mh::!v

Rollers on
least mﬁ: five y




Lux. drop
‘Dimensions’

RADIO LUXEMBOURG launches a

late

night programme change from next Monday

(May 13).

The Kid Jensen progres-
sive slot “Dimensions’ \s to
be dropped in the week in
favour of the highly
successful RTL In Sound ‘74
programme recently in
troduced on Monday nights.
In future this siot will run
from Monday to Friday
between 1. 30 a.m. and 3:00
am., featuring artists like
Jonl Mitchell, bavia Bowle
and the like

Kid Jensen will continue to
present Dimensions at the
weekend and also RTL In
Sound 74 eccept on Monday

Beach hoys story
starts on Saturday

THE BEACH BO

story,

six one-hour shows

tracing the group's career, starts on Radio One this

Saturday (2 pm).

Beaches, Boards, Blonds, and Buggies, is the title
of the first episode which features early surfing
songs and interviews with the group —Carl and
Dennis Wilson, Al Jardine, Mike Love, Ricky Fataar,

Blondie Chaplin.

10 YEARS OF
OFFSHORE RADIO

Bttt Offanore Radio i calsbrating ms W00 Anniversary the year to
e oceasion. we fave produced o specel double LP recend {
oy Ty racordings trom ok the atfshore redic slatons which |

!

have opeated H our st

NEW!!! DOUBLE
L.P. RECORD OR
CASSETTE OFFER

DOUNT THE MOST COMPREMENSIVE COLLICTION OF
MECORTWGS | VIR GFTTRED |

B e o gt

nights when Dave Christian
lakes over.

The move is designed to
produce mare “commercial
contemporary music” on the
station late at night.

Radio One on
the road again

RADIO ONE takes to the road again next week

when Johnnie Walker presents
Claversham Community College

Sussex.

During the programme he
will be interviewing children
1 the Pestalzzi Home
F
from half the glu money
taken at Radio One's day of
races al Hrands Hatch on
Sunday

On Tuesday Alan Freeman
heads north for a Youth Club
Call from Fullwell Methodist
Church Youth Club in
Sunderiand

Beeb label launch

HBC RECORDS hopes
launch its new Beeb label
later this year with two
compilation albums featur
ing the Best Of Top Of The
Pops and the Best In
Concert

Al present talks are going
on between the HBC and
record companies con
cerned. Normally com
merctal record companies

receive aboult £2,000 for each
single featured on com-
pilation albums but the Beeb
hope to get around this by
offering a share in royalties.

Other albums planned are
Best Comedy Shows and Best
Show Of The Week

successful, the music

albums, which would be 12
tracks, would be issued each
year

his show from
at Battle In

Burnett
on the
road

KADIO ONE'S newest jock
Paul Burnett is on the move
again — but this time it"s just
his home he is changing.

Only six weeks after
moving to & new house in
Twickenham he has decided
to uproot the family (wile
and two kids) o nearby
Thames Ditton,

A spokesman said: “He
spotted & Georgian style
house and fell in love with it,
w0 he intends to move. ™

Moving is nothing new o
the former Luxembourg jock

ife, his parents
ng show people
and she wias an air host!

Alternative voice

ROBE Eden's blond head

appesars to have arrived

aboard the good ship Mi
Amigo, home of Radio
Caroline — attached to his

much beloved body. Which
in strange (not his body — 1
hope) when you consider
that not four weeks ago he is
s to have told Ronan
O'Rahilly (Curoline  boss)
where o go with his offer of a
job. O'Rahilly's idea was
that Robb should act (and
doubtiess contort) for Care
line in England but since
cash did not seem 0 be as
plentiful as it was with rival
KNI aund since Robb
he decided o stuy where he
wis,

Or did he ? He then decided
that KNI didn't have an
exactly glowing future and,
o me at least, like the
proverbi small furry
animal he left the Mebo 11
and KRNI to manage more
Lroups, Wring more money
from Polydor Records, ete

Yot agnin it seems the fair
haired whizz kid of the North
Sea has changed his mind

A special poll on the
success of commercial radio
in Manchester bas bheen
commissioned by ““Radio,

isco & Deejay’’ -
magazine which should hit
the newstands with ity first
issae in the middle of next
month. KRM will have o
k. exclusive preview
ek in this column
magazine s due o

The
sucored SIRA which hus for
four or five years hoem the

ment papular magasine on
the radio mearket. The apring

issue of SIRA is row
svailable and sverfls ving
with infermetics (oot ad
verts fike sonw mae gasines
being ad fthed &t the
mament . st aoar SIRA)
Alrmest  « ciminly e best

Avaiind o for just 83p. + post
Troms S (HA, 31, Park Stroet,
Horsk om. Sx.

Tie BBC, badly shaken by
e sacorss of commercial
Hadio Clyde. has tried o get
wil s trams » on

Niwreo VHF in Soottand bt
o . ) [}

without a slightly Iarger pay
cheque the union won't
agree. The Union being the
normally quiet Association
of Broadeasting Staff has
had to become quite militant
recently since one or two of
ity members have boen
deserting to another union —
The ACTT -~ with which it
hopes to merge.

The following was heard
on the “Tommy & Joan"
programme. Dave S ymonds
was sitting in for Tommy
Vance, the subject under

A
Walls .

Oh, my

An advert for Dineford’s
gripe mixture followed
ther rapidly. Which leads

teners to Capital
and LBC may not know the
advert which 1o & very sickly
tune extolls the virtues of this
wonder product which stops
your baby burping. The
advert reads: “‘Just a
spovnful of Dinefords helps
your baby wsettle down.'
Keany Everett's version
reads  slightly  differontly:

Just & spoonful of Arsenic
helps your baby settle
down! "

More of the nisadventures
of Mike Lindsey. Al the
reneral election Andy
Archer wus so sure the
servatives were going to
w#in that he lnkd on a
celebration party even
though they didn’t someane

and Andy Anderson, but alse
listen out for the gorgeous
Debbie England who does
occasional shows with the
Beatles Special for two hours
on Sunday at11 p.m. and the
crazy Nightmare Affair with
Seott Mitchell and Gabby
Hernandezr which is beyond
description. I once said
Atlanti was like a modern
day Bif L. T was wrong —
i's beter. Recoption is «
litthe weuk at the moment
because of 'ow power but will
get hetter in o fow weeks

By next week we will be
able 10 (1l yon e Aren wus
becn talkod about is the ship
going to Haly or o Spain. By
sheer guesswork it will be
ane or other of these places,
and with the free political
situation in Portugal that
gives us one further
possibility. SGll, my money
s m the move to ltaly,
probably in or before
September

Robb Eden is on Radio
Caroline for this week, and
depending on how moeh he

while. Really though, Kobb
is looking for a job in
London.

Now it's competition time,
Question One: Which Pices.
dilly Radio jock goes to work
by bus? Question Twe:
Which offshore dise yokey
Was recently seat an

Application form W becoroe o

had o drink the ch. 9
Miko Lindsey was ai hand
bul on the way home he
smashed his  rather ex
ponsive car. The reperous
sions spresad far beyood
Michurl though, Mark
Wesley s repormedly ver
angry about whe will lﬂw’-
him M s wexi in
Camdon.

¥ you are Jooking for »
superbly  professional pup
siation then Nuben in W Radio
Atlantis o8 N2m.  from 7
pm wéam The

regular

CAP

539 metres medium wave
958 MHz VHF,

THIS Saturday oa Ci
! g Scott's

Show"

Pearls are the guests.
David Symond's guest in
Is Jose

rapis Jo
(ol confir med

In the bt Flight (1.30
-lmbll':'n'n

Su has a
programme on Geraido
‘Underneath The Arches”

the first and enly part of
life story now curta
ause of his death
week Programme
cludes an interview

Geraido talking

-y

1

;o
o

)
-
2
i

o
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WHAT is it about
people with toothy ‘
smiles? They open 4

their mouths and splat,
Just like an eyeful of
toothpaste, they dazzle
you with their pearlies
and draw out a deep
and irrational sense of
loathing

As with The Osmonds, so

with Tony Bilackburn. Both
er have magnificent
ince 1 equally both

up with bitchy
burn can’t get away
If it's not ““toothy

kburn* jt's
and his Inance
hatter,” leaving the poor
an openly admitting that
« the one they love o

ng that, you may
Tony labours
the
expre the
i and quite literally
s on his inimitable
and grin
elevisior

beckon

& not true. He does
a certain air of world
weariness, but it’s more than
for by that
ovial ebullience that most
people end up hating as
r th

e simply, Mr Blac
good old fashioned
you'll parden the

never more

when he's
in something
other, and the
ople resent this

sting the other
le Alan Mona
One's Publicity
1 trying for
me and
e of the
w. | wasn't about so
ad to remain
have dis
a polite
ung around
well over ar

casily

ar en sy
wir in the end, chatling
r beliefs and
which are quite

o know anything
Mr B wi ave
the aspiring
ger who 1 once
1 singing T'wist And
Shou! at Bournemouth
became a jock to
get closer 10 the record
business. You will also know
how  the commerce
student with the public
schoolboy tones went to
Radio Caroline, Radio
London, then opened up
Radio One, always with the
vain hope that he might
become & recording star
Well, if there's one failure in
Tony's reientless climb
towards the nation’'s most
loved hated (delete as
necessary) personality, it's
his ‘miserable career as a
singer. Bul more of that

r
ll:v" since he came 10
Radio One via impressario
Harold Davidson in that
patl blaze of publicily
lackburn has been fighting
“Aunty’s’’ system That
may be hard for the critics to

young

st
accept but he al lea

b-HS\re- it. He's also
pny-red to admit his

errike when he switched
from the breakfast show W0

When I first took it over we
played all the easy listening
stuft. 1 thought people might
want to stmmer down with
the music, but that was &
mistake, they still wanted
pop. Now we're back with

the pop thing

favour even instru
the introduction
One e w
format, and now he
see it reduced further "

forty
But that's .
problems, becay he BBC
is such a vas! organisation
and at the beck and call of
every record com y
anyone can complain and
1o be heeded A
commercial station would
stick a couple of fingers up
and say 'we’ll do what we
want to'. Sull I'm a greal
believer In Radio One. Fora

pop fan it's the best station
going and it surprises me to
be able to say that because 1
though commercial radio
would really hammer us. We
haven't got commercial
radio as I know it yet, itU's
still very watered down

The arrival of the
commercials has given hima
ot to think aboul, however
not least the offer of
alternative employment
when his contract expires
next January. He could only
say that he was "“80 per cent
sure” that he would stay
with Radio One. All the
same, that doesn’t mean he
doesn't think about the likes
of Capital and Clyde. Ideally
he would like to sell his ideas
to the commercials — he
thinks they are very shorton
ideas — while at the same
time remaining a national
figure with 247 and on the
box

Commercial radio, he
agrees, has given everyone
in radio more incentive but
he says: '‘I've always had
the incentive to try and make
the thing better anyway
Having the commercials has
given us a guide - line which
is great because 1 desper

ately don't believe a
monopoly situation. I'd
much rather have people
g ne because they

3 gs have
emained very good, and this

jet him talking about
politics and radio and a big
blue flag s Immed
r ted up. Labour are

(few radio fanat

ies will disagree with that)
but he belleves that our
introduction of commerc

broadcasting has fallen
under the inevitable British

We do everything by
halves,'' he says
vehemenlly ‘There should
be more than one com
mercial station in each area
I'm very much against a
monopoly situation and yet
that’'s what Is being
allowed '
enerally though, you
detect a deep admiration for
the principal of commercial
radio in this old pirate, yet at
the same time he shows a
tremendous amount of
loyaity to 247. He still thinks
Radio One has the best jocks
and that a lot of people are
not prepared for the
intrusion of commercials
They want non stop music

The sound we're getting
now is better than it has been
for a long time." he says
‘The strict format has
strengthened it 1 don't think
you can leave programming
to individual people, it's got
o be a programme director
who says ‘we're gonna play
this You then present
before the public a sound and
ours now Is very successful
You should give the public
what they want not what you

ity

Wiy
gt

H

s T

Just a good old
fashioned goer

hould hear |
told by a DJ that
listen " to

think the
sbject belr
1 “should
hing
This theme runs into his
about record com:
He reckons they
thing with a
ause if their
get chosen, they are
to sell well
ve a playlist
get one record
played per week and that's
no good to them or us. If they
think constructively th
would agree that what we're
doing is great for us and also
good for them. They should

some

ds g
aimost cert
If we

really stop producing so
many bad records. They
should limit their records

and concentrate on a few. "

Now if that doesn't send
the hate rating up nothing
will and there's more: “It'sa
terrible mistake for disc
Jockeys to get too invelved
with the music because then
i no - one else likes it, you
start being resentful of the
fact that you can't push it on
to the public. Therefore 1
love what I'm doing but I
don't get so involved that 1 go
to concerts and things. 1
think that's a good thing
because I come back to the
radio and It's fresh. Anyway
I don't like groups on stage
because the balancing Is
usually bad and too loud for
m

e

And so to Tany Blackburn
the ideas man He's quite
pleased with himself at the
moment because Capital, he
says, have pinched his top
one hundred golden oldies
idea. “That's very flattering
because | know one of my
\deas was good enough (o be
accepted elsewhere too. ™
The most frustrating thing
about Radio One, he says is
that it takes so for his
ideas to get put into practice

Tust this week & new

UMY

Out competition to win bags
of records finally ok to the

alr but it's taken a year to get
on the air and he says he
tried for seven rs before
the playlist format was
introduced
The great advance, he
s, has been in the
ging of the producer's
They no longer it
around stop watches

making up HIsts of records
that's all finished now

whether they like it or not
Radio One producers are
more and more being asked
to do the back - up jobs like
making trails and working
on promotions. You gel the
impression that Mr B would
quite willingly say goodbye
to producers but he says: 1
have to be careful what 1
say. "

He's a natural rapper Is
Blackburn, some might say
too much so. He was
moaning that a man from the
Guardian had been to see
him and given him the old
“i'sall inane chatter” bit.

He says
started doing programmes
the slamming used to affect
me to a certain extent but
now | don’t give s damn.
Anything that is designed for
your ordinary e e
listener gets slammed
because it has no artistic
merit everybody says I'm
not in the slightest bit
interested In artistic merit. 1
want a programme that
sounds slick and profes-
slonal and I've never been
criticised for not being that.
I've been criticised for being
@ plastic cut - out and
terribly artificial and

the jokes are terrib)
— people like to hate them. |
can only say that construc-
tive criticism is useful but
I've yet to read anything that
I8 constructive.

“When I first *

He says his main fanlt is
that he gets (0o many ideas
Last week he had four ideas
and two of them are being
worked on. For the future too

there’s at least one Tony
Blackbum idea that is going
to be popping up on Radio
One. He's not giving any
more away on thatl but he did
say he'd lke o do more
television and to that end a
pilot for a new programme
DiscoDate " has been made
with other Radio One jocks
and could be on the box by
autumn  ItU's o half hour
show that he describes us &
television version of Pop
score

Hehind his gassy facade
then, there's & bit of the

creator in Tony Blackburn

He says a disc jockey's job s
o think up new ideas and get
implemented .

wistfully.
so it's all down to
tomimes — After his
success this he hopes
do another next —
Green
he




Gary
Glitters
in L.AA.

Gary Gitier hested = pa

Mud’s disappointme
the cat crept out!

papers just o see our

Edited by
Peter Jones

a inting. After
:n.m:.n-:'ﬁﬁr.. we were in print in the charts.
gotting, we thought I'd D& . Now we say it's & Bit of §
no problem drag becauss oul

only went to number

Everyone expecled Mud to go
to the top of our charts with
The Cat Crept In, but it
didn’t. When the boys did

Top Of The Pops, for

instance, the last words Sl 1 can emePR UL o weth, Lan - you'v
year &

from the Besb before they  VEP” CC0 fide we were S8in  (ake Uhe rough

left were See you next amooth and

> We
weak, ‘cos you're goingtobe  the chart with Crasy IS
number on R were %

Said Mud-man Les Gray: “It's around and buying the

fosted Bhrough sneakily

but was receguised just
e sume

Dog Night. Food, drink,
and they damced all
et

Gary really geots
Brough to the American
mewspapermen  because
e has ploaty to sy,
knows bis way reand the
business and can be a
very fumay guy indeed
when the mood s upen
him

i ?
Nipple?
Now take close notice of
his. If you walk about In
fsablonabie shoos, you
© ifkely to suffer from a
dreaded sew dinoase,
calied the Platform Shoe
Syndrome. If means
pailnful knees, caased by

the platforms

Eves mere sppalling to
consider i Guitar Nipple

that's an official

ailment and listed in the
British Medical Journal
That is & swelling which
B affect young guMtar
ists whe play the
instrument pressed
sguinst heir chest.

Dave WL, of Siade, had
Just better look out, that's
wll

Emu’s new
single

One of the most popular
birds in the business h
got mixed up with & lot of
muscular biokes, and one
can't help feeling the
aforementioned bird s
over - playing the fleld

I refer to Emu, the
sometimes lovable often
malevolent ‘‘pet’’ of Rod
Hull Emu has made yet
another of those soccer
club singles, Bristol

Rovers All The Way on
the Columbia

label

Superfan series
ends this week

Our superfan series, which ends this week, has

caused tremendous Interest

in the pop Industry,

among the stars themselves, and by national and
provincial journalists who've latched on to some

very good stories.

Mind you, you can't please
everyone. For example,
Jane Bartlett, of
Plymouth, Devon, is
sixteen. And dis
appointed that we limited
our search to fans of
teenybop — her word
EToups and singers

She says: “I'm a perfectly
normal 18-year-old, but 1
have a weakness. I am
completely and utterly
devoted to two things -
one is the Beatles; and
the other Is Paul
McCartney and Wings. 1
feit it strange that you
didn’t include Paul
McCartney, for he has
inspired so many people,
but I don't want to prove
to the world my devotion
The world owes the
Beatles something it can
never repay. Thelr
versatility, sheer genius
and wide range of
musical skill has never
been repeated. Even
now, McCartney shows
his continuing influence

Little Lamb Dragonfly

must surely be one of the
most beautiful songs ever
written. It is a tribule to
the achlevements of the
human race to listen to
Beatles’ music and I dety
the Star Spangled
Jumped - Up Glitters and
Stardusts and Slades to
try and contribute so
much

‘Since Paul met John on
the great day of June 185,
1956, at a church fete at
Wootton Parish Church,
Liverpool, the world h
never witnessed such a
great partnership

y no more, Jane. You
are clearly one of the best
type of Superfan

Jacksons
in key

The Jackson Five recelved
keys to the city of Las
Vegas recently when
they were In cabaret
there Mayor Oran
Gregson made the
presentation to
Michael, Marlon, Jer
maline, Tito, Jackie and
newest recrult, 11 - year
old Randy. And the
mayor sald It was the
first time that a group
had been so honoured

No truth In the rumour that
Randy lost his key and
sald ‘Not to worry, can
always have some more
cut!” Notruth efther that
Jimmy Osmond sald
““What's he on about; he
sings way out of key
Clive’'s

jive

Clive James has a habit of
referring to everything
as '“lee cream’’. And he
usually accompanies this
pronouncement with a
knowing grin that )
“Didn’t you know that,
T

You'll probably remember
this geeser James. He
used to Iinhabit, or
possibly Infest, BBC-2's
Up Sunday. A sort of
Aussie version of Robin
Day, only with a sense of
humour. Now he wriles
TV ecriticiam for the
Observer something
else he sees as “lce
cream’’

What he takes very
seriously are his songs,
or poems set to music, the
music coming from his
old Cambridge mate Pete
Atkin. The two of them
were on show at London's
snazzy Inn On The Park
Not exactly their natural
habitat, byt they do have
a new album out, The
Road Of Silk, and RCA
were footing the blll, lce
cream and all

Pete Atkin, singer
guitarist and clever tune

writer, looked uncom
fortable and sald: “T'd
rather they gave me the
money and let me meet
the Pressat home. ™'

No he didn’t prefer writing

Count Draculs Is now &
recording artist. EMI
Records signed him up,
under his alias Christ
opher Lee, and let him
loose on an album, telling
blood.curdling yarns
against some fearsome
sound effocts.

The Count, off-duty, s »
nice sort of chap, though
he DOES scem to tak
himself seriously. Chris
opher Lee belleves In
treating the Count with

complete Integrity . . .

“the slightest trace of

tongue - in - cheek ea
laughter from the
dience. "

Teeth in neck Is
something different.

So 1 talked with Christ

bout old Dracula.

: ‘1 think he's &

very wsad person -
thore’s this loneliness In
real evil. He's not a hero,
but an anti-hero. Tre-
mendous ferocity and
power. "'

istopher played The
Creature In & remake of
The Curse of Frank
enstein, back in 1956, and
he’s been X-certificate
pretty well ever since.
“As an actor, 1 wasn't
getting anywhere looking
like mywelf, so I thought
that perhaps people
woul take notice If I
looked like nothing onm

earth.

Sometimes he gets & bit fed
up playing Draculs in the
same old way — the
operatic cloak and
glaring feroclously

rough red comtact

lonses. What he would
o

church objects to Des-
cula movies,
Christop!

are like morality plays.
Characters are straight
— this is black, and this
is white. This Is good;
this s bad. When evil
meots . N omust
invariably fall. It must
lose in the ond, must
evil. "

Count Draculs produced
that baleful
shivered. But.

lyrics as well as musie,
because working on a
constant flow of words
from Clive gave him
more musical ideas. The
two bounce Ideas off each
other and are
probably Britain's fast
est .- rising songwriting
duo

Now Peter is on his first

major tour. He says
““We used o be afrald of
success but I think we've
had enough of fallure.

Ten-gallon
Rick Wakeman

really does

man. He once clalmed :
“I want o thank Watney

Mann, the brewers, and
everybody else who has
helped my career’ . . .
that was when he was
receiviag & pop pell

award.
Anyway, be got & apecial

Cozy Powell —
the racing driver

Coty Powell delivers some
pretly fast drumming
when he's behind his kit,
but that's hardly surpris
Ing since he admits he's
naturaily a speedy sort of
bloke

ey S 3, o 75,

thank you frem the

Watney Mann folk last
week when he wa

it »
help him celebrate the
release of the album
Journey To The Centre Of
The Earth.

Lucky for Rick, | was on

hand to help bim plough
through the sighty pints
tnvoived!

A couple of years back he
was fed up with the music
scene and had esvery
intention of becoming &
motor - racing driver. S0
much so he took & course
lessons at Brands
Hateh. Although he I';

ambition of

racing driver :
“I 1 don't play the drums.

for say three woeks, [

really moody and %o
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IF YOU'VE over besn ortuna!
anough to watch the !kmfu wb:
*verything has besn particulany
Wpot-an | e the sound, lghts ete
and v’w‘l—ﬂorvn-nr- is good, then
yl:a fn‘ul 't really be blamed If you
missed out on what Bll W

~ yman was

He has been referred © in the past

&3 the “lonesome Stone,” “Stane
face silent the “dead
man on bass

and 50 on the It
continues. There's no doubt that he's
an excellent musician, it's just that
be tends 1o be overshadowed b
Jagger and Richard in the Umelight
stakes

1 tended to belleve Wyman was
Just “tripping” — he stands ke a
ghoul playing his lines, perhaps he
was born with an unusual skin
palior or something. Last but not
least, comes the momt uninspiring
phrase-the Rolling Stone who s only
abass player

Bul Wyman's a bassman with
determination and guts and behind
that cool facade is o Buy who s
totally together-even more so now
due 10 the forthcoming release of his
{!r-! solo album entitled Monkey
Grip

His mind was Ucking over with
enthusiasm when 1 talked to him-the
fact that he manged to gel togethera
collection of fine musicians from all
over the globe, get them into a
recording studio and do an album
which Is amazing, glives him an
incredible buzz

Take the hassles he had with his
record company for instance They
weren’t keen to spend money on
Wyman for a starl, he had never
been Invoived in any kind of
production, writing or singing
before

Convince

It that wasn't bad enough there
was more ' come. Bill had
convinece the people around him that

was capable of doing such a

were sayin’, ‘Get a good
r and arranger, someone to
you sing and re-write the

they didn’t know my ideas
can’t really blame them for
aying such things,"” says BIll.
PPerhaps he was bored with being

the background for ten years or
just plain stubbom but Wyman did it
produced, wrote the songs,
arranged and sang on Monkey Grip
and he’'s gained a lot of respect now
' doing it-especially from the
¢ who were prepared to put him
n when he first came up with the
a after the Stones’ tour of
Australia early last year.
wanted fo do it because it is
different from what people expect-
hought it might be a kind of
album-that's why 1 didn't
record it with anyone from the band
or anyone from the Stones’ set-up. I
ally wanted it to be fun music and
t's what it's all about really-we
nad a great time doin’ it and we kept
os phere on record.

In the short space of flve weeks
Monkey Grip was completed with
distingulshed artists lke Leon
Russell, Danny Kootchmar, Dr John
and Da Taylor all playing thelr
parts on various tracks

Kicking

didn't want to use really big
es because | don't want the
m o selling because a lot of
s people are on it,"" says Bill
¢ people who did play only came
in on one or two tracks.
d the idea about doing &
for years but It was a
juestion of kicking myself up the
arse, wriling some songs and getting
1 to it-the tunes came easy, SO
melodies but 1 really had
trouble with the lyrics
ad a bit of a complex really

his way

bloody

because Mick is 8o good at lyrics and
here was, tryin’ to write words
The lyrics didn't make any sense al

first because they didn’t really have
& proper beginning or end. 1t wasn't
until our tour of Denmark that the
words began to come and then Rt
came quite eany

Wyman hadn't even told the group
abou!l his plans at that stage —
nobody knew I was doin’ the album
excepl my oid lady and a few close
friends ‘cause | wanted to get & valid
apinion of the songs before | went
ahead. "

Towards the end of last the
ln-'hnrn. he had

B s wt Lige

three months off in between the
Stones’ commitments and Monkey
Grip was underway

He never got much chance to show
his writing talent within the group
because of the Jagger Richards
partnership not that Bul really
wanted it that way anyhow

“1 don’t think I write the kind of
songs suitable for the Stones and
ocbviously they don't think 1 do
either. it's really better this way
because if the group did record my

gm expectin’
everyone to have
agoalme

songs, they wouldn't be done the way
1 want them to be. Now I've done this
album and had total control over It
from beginning to end and there’s all
this promotion work dectsions
which 1 enjay, It's the best ime I've
had in five years, "

Being the first group member to
yventure solo, Bill is bracing himself
for an awful lot of slagging from
i sources who 1l strongly
eriticise the group at any

opportunity

Even the Stones were slightly
dublous about the product when he
played them the original mixes back
in February and didn't get

fantastically great reception,
although Jagger has told him that he
likes the album

But the main abuse, if any, will
come from the outsiders — “I'm
expectin’ everyone to have a go at
me,’” he adds, “anybody who doesn’t
1ké fhe group like local newspaper

reporters, TV people, In fact some
might say it's nol as good as the
Stones’ and not be interested, others
might say It sounds like the Stones
and not be interested either

“'Just because it Is a solo album it
might not go down well because & lot
of efforts ke this just tum outto be a
shadow of the group's music. ™

There’'s been talk of a chain
reaction happening now that the
album has been completed with all

the other Stones having a go — with
the exception of Charlie of course —
“poor sod,” remarks Hill, “a lotta
people think he's a miserable Httle

bloke but he's a very funny and
amusing guy. *
This lack of confidence in Wyman

and Charlie has been “‘dis
appointing” throughout the years
For example who would back Watls
on a solo album if he wanted to do
one?

Jagger, Richards and the late

stage keep my mouth
ﬁlﬂhhm--ll'l.ﬁbl“
e
image, *
much and people don't bother to find
out much about me. They think
Chariie’s & real horror!

T qu are alwa

H
H

Nol that he's blaming
Richards




-

AECORD B RADIO MIRROR, MAY

arrived
festooned with
Stewart tartan.
Inside was a
drawing of Rod
nee. And there
was a gift for the
superstar, just
inscribed how
can [ ever thank
you for all
you've done for
me all my
love, Liz.”

Liz Whatey, that
is. Of Saltway
House, Bibury, Glou
cestershire. Winner
in our guest W find
THE Superfan of
Superstar Stewart
Lo respect, deve
tion, loyalty - all
fuirly poured out of
Lix's letter

What turns her on
0 Rod? She says
simply: “‘He means
so much o me that |
would travel o the
other end of the carth
for him ¥ 1 could.
Though he is a
number one super
star, he manages o
muke his fans feel
that they are the
most important
p-uplel-hillllr

he is ll‘l' me

people 1 just feel
he's singing for me. 1
even wanted te
change my name

officially to Maggi
“times 1 it in
my room listening o

his records and |
think of him as if be

were my closest
friend. | worry about
him, wondering if he

is as lonely as | am.
and I just want to tell
him how I feel. |
write my feelings
down on paper, and
keep them as u sort of
and | read
or and over

Though of her
friends say that Rod
is arrogant, Liz
defends him
she believes he only
tries (o hide his basic
shynmess. “He must
be shy inside
and that mumkes it
casier to foel close to
him than if he were
conceited or brash

“I just love every
thing about him.
He's so beautitul -
the way he moves,
sings, looks. | know
that he is unrea

Nl‘lh.h”“
a matter of matorial

pe worship.
l- hard fact,
has e
han 1,000 pictures of

him, 62 posters,
badges, stickers,
four full serapbooks,
every record he's
made, umpteen
things covered with
the Stewart tartan,
an autographed wine
which ouched
lips of all the
Faces and
much, much more

She even collects
pictures of Al Jolson
and soccer star Denis
Law, because ‘I
know that Kod
sadmires them. '’
She's  been  several
times to Ascot,
wandering around
for hours on end
I » o k i o g
(unsuccessfully ) for
Rod’s house. She
once persuaded the
whole amily o delay
2 holiday just so she
could watch Kod on
Top Of The Pops.

And she writes
poems  dedicated o
Rod. My l!nui-.
Flame is one
There's a fire that
burns inside mwe, o
was kindled by my
drewms, of loving you
and tolling you just
what the burning

n

Liz, seventesn, i
generous in her
Stownrt warship. “H

would be a renl

bt 1 would b -
congratulate
whoever wins, for #
he or
possibly
more than 1 de, thes
that person deserves
to win. *

Judging, as oeesl,
by the panel of Brins
Connolly (Sweel),
Dave Mount (Mud),
New Marty
Kristian, A“ Record
and Radio Mirrer
trio, Genevieve
Feter Jones
Mike Hennessey.

That winds up the
-rb-l--v_.
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LE STEVIE

WONDER

1 prodigy has grown "::t)y O

a1t of the Motown
Smokey Rob

Gaye anc

heritage
nson, Diana
The Tempta
aged to become
t within his
. something that oth
eeves and The Four
eave 10 achieve
be a GREAT ONE? Well
es a ose Feliciano
y disadvantages
e fact that his
ne on 10 produce

| g wvhat is the biggest
5 " e replied
15 that | cannot
can be so blind

how

spiritual

pec

e, who has ha vercome two
blind
always ready to
benefit
Party or

which is

Dstac

nd his

colour

hers, he ior
3 one m

lack Panther

5@8S€

joint. |

| g one | smoked
time and it scared me to

just got larger. It was

~ and very different, but

hat I'm so busy checking
the time anyway that |
eed it

{ they can tell me why a man
‘ vears for a marijuana ciga
ey can really make me believe
al while another man can be
has killed like thousands of
eople Vietnam. Things like that have
ppened where a black man has been
for looking at a white chick It's

y stuff. | think it's off balance.”
evie was born Stevie Judkins on
13th 1950, in Saginaw, Michigan
the third oldest of a family of
They moved to Detroit in the early fif
nes, where they lived in what Stevie de
upper lower class, middle
guess. | had four brothers and
e sister, none of whom are musical
My brother plays drums, but not with a
or anything. My brother used to

nbes as an

groug
sing in church
Despite his blindness, something

which he claims hasn't him, he
says he used to “hang out” more than
:u brothers and sisters. He used to lis
en to a radio show in Detroit called
Sundown which really tumed him on to
B2z and blues and in particuler his life

h&meCl\a«m
parents didn't really push him to
8 musical career, in fact he says
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‘they didn‘t know what | was doing
most of the time, cause | was always
gone. | got into more trouble than some
f the sighted cats. Man | used to sneak
jirfriends up 1o the rallvoad tracks. We
sed 10 do that kind of stuff. We got

Stevie was bomn blind, and the condi
S caused by s dislocated nerve in
rain. He has been to see several

see if his eyesight could be

red but as he says, “‘well they

tors 10

they are crazy. They can't wake up
jead! But | mean there were things
they said they could do, but | went
® doctors and they said if there
any way that we could do it we
finitely try. But you see you are
the brain

back to his childhood — he
around the local neighbour
sing with groups in local clubs
Mar and bongos. He and his
i sing things like Shop

wid
There Goes My Baby and other
edaka tunes.
used to sing in church, He
wor deacon of the Whitestone
Church of Detroit
! song that he remembers
s Peanuts, plus lots of Johnny
nes. Johnny Ace died when

was fairly you
srted playing piano at the age of
¥ 3h he didnt have a piano him-
e played on one that belonged to
our in the projects where the
ed
sed 10 receive a set of drums ev-
nstmas, “| always broke them the
lay. They were just the
top of a little tin frame. They
©d pretty good though.” x
frst harmonica was given to him
cal barber, it was a miniature key

i that stuff but they are crazy man |

cause | was thinking of i

; nto oth-
or things. Like | wanted to be an elec-
trician lm-dmb.n-vtnlnirha

Ronnie White of the

vnmﬂ\n'nmedmnhvmt;\’WM'.
was so i with the young Stevie
that he got Brian Holland of Holland
Dozier and Holland, the Motown hit
;ntevs of the time along to audition

tevie

They called Berry Gordy, the President
ofMolownmmldeMlhevhod
somebody thal they wanted him to hear.
They_ ook him into the studios, where
mehmthmgnmhamvreoovdedbe
came the B-side of one of his American
singles.

Motown was very much in its i
in those days, Smokey Robinson was
grheve then with The Miracles, The

emptations were just being formed.
Mary Wells who had a massn?e hit over
here with My Guy, had just been signed.
Marvin Gaye, along with the Spinners
were signed to a subsidiary label called
Tri-Phi

In his first

Si year with the company
evie

worked on an album which was

titled A Tribute To Uncle Ray, which
was a tribute to Ray Charles. His ex-
penence in the studios knocked him out

— “RIt was all like a dream to me, there
were instruments there that | could play,
drums everything. It was a very beautiful

thing.
xsgablinddﬂdSmieimms(M_me
only handicap he experienced was trying
to help his mother and family to deal
with his lack of sight. &
Stevie explains: ‘"You see it's one
nung when you are blind from birth, you
don’t know what it is like to see any-
wav,soitismﬁkenqnng. You have
things that you are familiar with. The

Stevie wasn't o
“When | did m«
really give that meny tunes out. Most of
the tunes | kept. | saved a lot of them
because | felt that the company (Mo-
town) wasn't really ready for them.

"I wrote My Cherie Amour in 1966
and as you know it didn’t come out until
'69. Timing is such a major factor in this
industry. | didn't want them to say ‘we
won't put this out!”. | just didn’t want to
give it to them,”

Stevie first fell in love at the age of 17
when he wrote | was Made To Love
Her. He was also very close to Diana
Ross’ sister for a while.

In those eight years up until 1971, he
had several smash hits, if you take a
look through the discography most of
the titles will be memorable. But in 1971
at the age of 21 Stevie legally received
all of his childhood eamings which had
been held until then by a state appoint-
ed guardian

He also made a change in his environ
ment “I left home and moved into a
hotel in New York and began to dig

me to express myself. | actually left Mo-
town for a while at that time.

her at Motown where she

What they

say about

Stevie
|

PETER FRAMPTON

“I think that Stevie is a great per-
former, he seems to have inspired sol
many musicians. He has an incredible)
knack of writing material that is instantly
appealing it makes you want 1o rush
out and record it.”

| PAUL McCARTNEY
| “Linda and | really love Stevie. We
flew down from Manchester

"seehxmvwmhum«lmsﬁ.:

bow. The dedication on the sleeve of
Red Rose saysitall.”

GARY GUTTER
“For me there are two black singers
Ray Charles and Stevie Wonder. Ray|
Charles is the greatest but then
came along Stevie.”

ROSKO

“I love Stevie Wonder. | think per-
sonality wise he's changed since his ac-
cident. He's a little bit distant and re
mote but his music’s just as good.”

|LENNY PETERS
| “Stevie is so talented take his
new record on which he plays all the in-
[strumenls I like him, he's not my great
jcg but | admire him a lot.”

PETER OLIVER: NEW SEEKERS.
“I'm his number

style lhnll is completely Our
roadie Phil has got all his records and
we are surrounded by his music all the

» holes : jon of sesing is not one that | | secretary, Stevie's amanoer Paul Riser |, o', S S Sl et
> Nu'nd had four ;r: :) r:o'n: ::C:‘::t? :o‘ one that | worry about, | had suggested that Sle_v:’ gave her a release | Beliove I | Fall ts Lovs ot &

:. \armonica was givi o Ko™ song. He heard her sing: “She sounded single, i's the best thing that he's ever

t from an early age Stevie, was When Stevie who Motown were bil m”'m;"'m*‘:m recorded.”
fed m”m’r ;mgem 90"""0“ ling as “The 12 year old cq.\‘.:jg;mn You thmu':rmn:‘v:.got released.
nspir i with a song nger- | When Mse studio though. | py | YNOT: THIN LIZZY.

,: :'('Jy:jr:’nh(‘,smr::;opla who ::"‘nm;"‘f"‘ﬁ’_ he began the endle:s‘ " w?h good vibes” and the two “struck “He's such a good .'r-, a sheer
e, Yere singin singing | Foud of Pe e B the Mich. | The cauple are stll fary close and ss 9O Whet' he's done -
something that | didn’t know | and city to city. F"a"‘:‘:‘:‘v b S 20y "5he 10’8 reully Bl et is unbelievable.

But | could feel something, | egan w'u the W son. | wasn't ready to get i |

know what the blues was | with the Detroit Board of Education ar - | just il married | |ROBIN NEDWELL (actor — cumently
mhnmb.wqrwhrn mkm%u; mﬁs ”m that |Staming in T.V. series Doctor At Sea).
istennd o Them chaperone in the Won- close ““He’s a prof I's
3 " Z.Z.",;,,S"j’u'j;,‘";;‘:’k;" ,::ew': der c.:‘:: :::.mado sure that Stevie ::;'ml:\;n;: wh-':t_,ou get married you isn't he? And mﬁ '-‘:.* doesn't -~
" 8mazing oy bed early. blow really tumn me on, he's e
nngu'::e he wasn't d n 90'& of his spare time in those days Perhaps it was '"mc:m'ﬁﬁ' s field. The thing | most about :
Ws, just social Ady °'",§,',.' “spent studying, something that | Stevie was going through Tor Syr. |him is the way he's progressedtwough- | l
oSt pant singing i af and for ¢ e 48 ick on the road don't in- MM.‘MI“ out the years.” B s
Ladnt reslly taken it seriousty el |idulge In 100 often. ““Shortly you find | esta aher Music Of My Mind. He eays j
4
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of the bresk-up — “You heve to com- | Jelf played guitar on Lookin’ For An ported that the total impact of the acci

] icate and | wasn't really commu- oomF\nLo\;'- dent was increased three- fold, and for

There were hassles and other A row developed when M, vre- | four ths Stevie had a rest and

that involved me finding myself Superstition off that album as the OMANMWW:L-“_J

Stevie had stalled Motown for six | first single, Beck claimed that Stevie had | ter the accident he said: “‘For the first

months over the renewel of his contract promised the song to him. Stevie says | time | believe | have a much better un-

jand had had a look around — but he however that “The understanding was | derstanding of how important time is. | b

negotiated over a six week period that Jeff would be releasing Superstition it's made me more sensitive about "'livvl‘vnu-cu-n'n‘-’ nevgs
@ 120 page contract which gives him his long before | was going to finish my al- meopblnmbnd,mmo MEY MARMONICA MAN.  Coties % The Send Ehb
own Dublnh«'\\? — 8n unprecedented | bum. | was late in giving them talking | fans, and just about people — period. It Tee _-J:”-:;;:,‘_-:',T“Wm,m..
feat for any Motown artist. He also Book and Jeff recorded Superstition in | has made me check out mMySelf And the | o ek reee ey o smics Man Beacretomp: Supond
gained & substantially higher royalty rate | July. | did promise him the song h around me, made me realise that | Teses SLEINOEE L Lo ks 1o o 1o 19
which has been guessed at as being as | and I'm somy that it happened and I'm | although | have such a great love for | s el s Ouer: Molshgel Lsove Her e
"9""5090“3'" sorry that he came out with some of the | music, it shouldn’t be 50 important to | St M o L e TEViE. Fgpersion Sont
t has been said by Stevie's lawyer arrogant statements that he came out me that | don’t do the very important | Bege Meshemsn At o Py e
whn ed the contract with Mo- | with.” and basic things of life.” pree-o Si0e ONE Lowe A Go o Mok M Mo io The
town that ‘He broke tradition with The next album Innervisions was the When he was asked if he thought any | Wit Nessas Tee Gons For iy oty T et Asking
the deal, legally and professionally in  one that Stevie says is the one that says good had come from the accident he re- Back mromy Lnme Angel Muse

terms of how he could cut his records
and where he could cut and in break
ing that tradition he opened up the fu
ture for Motown

In June 1972 Stevie undertook to do a
major American tour with the Rolling

Stones. He opened the show for the
Stones. He says that the tour wasn't a
money making thing, but he wanted to
get across to a different audience "’ |

hate labels, where they say this is Stevie
Wonder and for the rest of his life he
will sing Fingertips.

Wonically, the last time he had played
with the Stones was in 1964, when
Stevie had top billing. Stevie's estab
lished audience and members of the
black community were opposed to his
second billing. “We werent going to do
the tour if we were going to lose. But in
some cities they wouldn't put our name
on the marquee we should have
got proper billing,” Stevie said

Shortly after the tour Stevie's monster

g album was released, Talking Book. This

was the album that was the affimation
of everything that Stevie had been mov
ing toward,

It was this album that gave Stevie the

o Lo yor 4 Beck on the album,

more about him than anything else he

has ever done. “| write about things that
deal with me things that have hap
pened things that are surrounding
me."”

When you realise that, Innervisions
becomes Stevie's most satisfying work
to date. It doesnt have the pretty me
lodies and immediate accessibility of
Talking Book, but he lays his emotions
bare

Things seemed to be going really
smoothly Innervisions was acclaimed
on both sides of the Atlantic and a Brit-
ish and European tour was announced.
Then on the eve of his amval it was an-
nounced that Stevie had been in a car
acadent and was seriously injured.

The accident occurred near Salisbury
| in North Carolina late last August. Stevie
who was wearing a seat belt, was sitting
in the right front seat when his driver
and valet cousin John Harris swerved
into a logging truck which had to make
an abrupt stop.

The first reports were vague and ru-
mour had it that Stevie wasn't expected
to live. Doctors diagnosed his injury as a
brain contusion and though he didn't re
cover from the coma until nearly four
davs later, medical experts reported that
“there was no possibility whatsoever of
permanent i

Because

njury.
Stevie was blind, doctors re-

plied: “The goodness is that | am alive
It was very close, closer than people let
me know at the time, but | did find out
how close it was. And | was able to feel
the spirit and the vibes of love from
many many people who were hoping
that everything was cool.”

Stevie retumed to the stage in London
in January, he originally arranged to do
two concerts which sold out immediat-
ely. Tickets on the black market were
fetching £50. Two more concerts were
arranged for the following week which
sold out immediately again.

Since the concerts over here Stevie
has been recording the studio half of a
double album titled Fulfilingness’'s Last
Finale, due for release over here in early
July

There has also been some confused
reports that Stevie intends to quit the
music business in two years time and go
to Africa to work with blind children.

On another level apart from the purely
selfish one, it would seem that his mon-
etary help would be of far more value
than practical help. Surely it would be of
far more use to the kids if he continued
working and donated part of his eam-
Ings to the cause. We can only hope
that between now and his dead or
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WHEN HE was just 12, Cozy
Powell joined the school
orchestra as percussionist,
but even at that tender age
he was hitting the drums
pretty hard. So he was
relegated to the cymbals

But Cozy was ambitious and
realising there was a lot more to
music than playing classical stuff
and cymbals, he formed a school
group. He's come a long way since
those schooldays when he and the
band would be playing at gigs til
four in the morning and still manage
to be sitting behind their desks a few
hours later

He recently took the charts by
surprise with Dance With The Devil
which was something of a personal
triumph for Cozy since he was the
first drummer to have a hit in this
country since American Sandy
Nelson way back in 1961

‘The ironical thing is that I used to
think Sandy Nelson was really
tremendous when | was a kid and
he’s just done a cover version of
Dance With The Devil which is
atrocious,'” commented 26 year-old
Cozy when we met in town last week

It was hard graft for Cozy in the
beginning. After he left school he
found himself working at the Co-Op
for a year (o get some cash together
um-kit was on the H. P. and he

d 1o be sitting behind it 24 hours

a day. So he said farewell to the Co
Op and went off to Ger
group o play at such

sixties are
young grouy
apprenticeship,” s
his fingers on the table top which is a
habit many drummers get into

jermany was hard work but it
really made something out of you

an
Cozy tapping

You played so much you were bound
o get better. There's a lot of new
musicians who haven't quite got the
professionalism that older ones
usually have Of all the older heavy
groups that have made today,
they've all done that German scene
It was bloody hard work.

During those early years Cozy was
greatly influenced by such
drummers as Brian Bennelt of the
Shado and Bobby Elliott of the
Hollles whom he still rates as great
His musical tastes cover everything
apart from opera and so great jazz
drummers like Buddy Rich and
Louls Belson are particular
tavourites of Cozy's

“T don't see those types o often
though,"* Cozy Jokes

1'd just give up If I did because
ible drummers. But
e Buddy Rich, I never practice. I
can't stand to see a drum kit if I'm
not working and I haven't got a kit at
home. When I'm not working 1 listen
to music all the time. But if I don't
play say for about three weeks then I
get really moody and generally a
pain in the arse until I've got on my
drum kit and bashed it out of my
system

Does that mean then that Cozy
would go along with the fact that
many drummers have a reputation
of being aggressive and in some
cases a bit looney ?

Most heavy drummers are
inclined to be a bit unbalanced mind
wise,”" he replies smiling

Keith Moon, Ginger Baker and
many others are very aggressive
people and it's also true of me. When
I play 1 put everything into it, I hit
the drums harder than most. I don’t
feel I've done a good concert unless |
come off stage really exhausted. '

Cozy's reputation in this country
began to steadily spread after he
joined a band formed by Ace Kefford
who'd packed in the Move. Cozy was
glad to be back in England after

Germany, but Kefford's band found
work hard to come by as the Move
had become renowned with
promoters for chaos

I think every r thought
we were going to wreck the place
and afler a year | got sick and tred
and so came to London to d session
work.” recalls Cozy

“In 1970 I teamed up with Jeff
Beck for a couple of years. | also did
session work with bands like COCS,
Hot Chocolate and played on
Donovan's Cosmic Wheels album. |
still do sessions, in fact only about a
month ago 1 was working with Mick
Ranson.

Cory and Bedlam was the next
thing to evolve and for 18 months
they were getting very good reaction
both In Europe and the States. But
the record company decided they
didn’t want o carry on with the band
and 5o It split up six weeks ago.

“We were jJust a straight rock
band of which | was the drummer
and my single was just & one off
thing,"” explains Cozy.

“I'd done a lot of session work for
producer Mickie Most and It was his
idea to do a drum record. It wasn't
strictly one though, more an
instrumental featuring drums. |
didn’t think the single would go, but
Mickie and his company had faith in
It Anyway, when It did take off
promoters started using my name to
sell the Bedlam act but there wasn't
much 1 could do about it.

I'm in the process of getting & band
together with Frank Alello from
Bedlam (o promote the next single
and for an album. It won't be
poppish, not like the singles, but you
can imagine a Deodato / Who type of
thing. I don’t want it 1o be the Cozy
Powell Show, it's just colncidental

that 'm in it

tony byworth

Anita
case it's
¥s been a trav

£ companion and
halting spot has
vided & new facet,

and a fresh sound, to
successful

a highly
career

w down

r take music on s

me music is music
1s whether it be
al, pop. country or
whatever il may be" she
commented. during a brief

London stopover a couple of
weeks back

‘I'm really Interested in
all music but that could be
because I'm a musician
and I arrange and I write. 1
was raised on classical
plano, 1 became very
interested in jazz when 1
was a teenager in Memphis
and, when I moved to
Nashville, became very
involved with country
music. I think I'm really
just a pop musician
because the Anita Kerr
Singers have been, basical
ly, always a pop group

London currently finds

itself one of the centres of
Anita Kerr's musical
operations — and the base
for her famed band of
singers, now using British
talents — and the maost
recent visit was (o guest on
Bert Kaempfert's debut
concert appearance at the
Royal Albert Hall

Beselged by & stream of

journalists, for the best
part of two days, at her
Anita

Hyde Park Hc
ta about the various

included working with San
Sebastian Strings and Rod
McKuen on & nhumber of
best selling albums and
becoming the first woman
to lay down the musical
score for a movie The film
in question was Chained To

Yesterday, a semi-docu-
mentary with the back
ground of the Vietnam
War

Away from the barrage
of familiar questions, Anita
found time to speak — in a
soft volce, giving only the
slightest hints of her
Southern States upbringing
— about her association
with country music and her
arrival in Nashville in the
late forties when the town
was just beginning to foster
the sounds and develop
them into a major
Industry

“I had a staff job on a

local Memphis radio
station singing some
commercial jingles, not
anything exciting, and
playing with little jazz
combos. At that time
Nashville was beginning to
roll, as far as recordings
were concerned, so |
decided that | would give it
a try as it offered much
more of a challenge

“1 started with radio
station WSM with eight
singers and did my first
record with Red Foley,
which was Lady of Fatima
and It turned oul to be &
pretty good hit. After thatl
it seemed like everybody
wanted the Singers and
wanted me o write
arrangements.

“The only other voeal

group around at that time
was the Jordanaires but we
had a different sound from
them as they were four men
and we were four women
There was also the
difference that I wrote the
arrangements and the
Jordanaires used to fake
most of theirs. So, If the
producers fell that they
wanted something more
uptown, they would want
the arrangements writ-
ten. ™

The demand for the Anita
Kerr Singers, however,
was notl merely restricted
to Nashville and, during

the fifties, they found
themselves regularly com-
muting belween Music
City, where they figured

quartet
featured performers on the
famed Arthur Godfrey

guess | wasn't cut out 1o be
an A&R woman and he
made a deal that | should
continue with him as an
exclusive arranger as well
as co-producing som= of the
sessions. '

The association brought
forth more than an average
share of successes which
included the Skeeter Davis
million selling success End
Of The World as well as
numerous other strong
recordings from such
artists as Arnold,
Jim Reeves, Porter Wagon-
er, Roy Orbison and Lorna
Greene. The latest artist o
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Gennevieve Hall girds up her
ethnics and whips up to
\hmchostcr where Edwin Starr
.m Junior Walker lay it on her if
1'll for gx\ e the expression.

in the ‘tour, his love for the U.K. is
Brit- ! fact he has a
ome over here
2 eling of s centred around
up among untries. Who then
d core t r to unfold the
sister of 9 nce between the
rit and the American

re's a big differes
my i, 1
Canada and
ery synonymous
rtunately 1

artist
to work ju

road

hough

relatability

could tell one
and

thoroughly

would go down
fust lke

People’'s attit
differe
white and you're
n ong RaA&sLbnT
o8 Jou were

t coloured

a white girl
x show and feel

another

the way show business used
o be It's back to the
nostalgia again. They don’t
want that on the east coast
It's not the IN thing. *

But a couple of years ago it
wasn't the ‘in’ thing over
here, then the kids wanted it

This country is more
adaplable. It started over
here first. Atthe beginning §
was, ‘oh what are they doing
with all that paint and make

p? Why are thase guy
ooking ke girl They
catered to an audience that

' catered for
story of the

them. Bu rr.h in the
t of the country do
same type of

scoepted L
wren't in the ea
certainly not on t
of the south, homosexus
But going back &

instead of

show

Americar

progressing

SOMEONE once told
me that listening to
Junior Walker and his
All Stars to them was
¢ sucking a Victory
\ 4 ¥
el VAT U his saxy
and here it comes
warm feeling
you glowing for
afterwards,

His incredible
sistency for coming up time
and time
eminent records.
the Motown banner flyin
sky high. Each of his live
perfor

horn
that
which leaves
hours

memorable
o dissolve by. Soch
classics as, What Does It
Take (To Win Your Love
Gotta Hold On To This
Fecling (currently re
leased as his latest single)
Walk In The Night, and his
munsters Road Runner
Shotgun are reproduced on
© to perfection
Born Autry Dewalt in

occas

music

~ Ahrisk Walkerleaves

South Bend, Indiana;
Junior tells how he picked
up his nickname — 2 aame
to stick with him ever
since

P I S
B PSRN W Riving you
some kind of 2 furny name
man the names they
would come up with! 1
always used o make »
three mile walk to school
“com | just loved
would never
the bus like the
rest of the boys. | had =
bicyele but I didn’t care to
ride that either — 1 just
enjoyed walking.

During high school, he
ol together with several

ds and formed & band
that began playing the
South Bend club circuit. A
customer bet the group on
an obscure jarz number
\nd when the group indeed
produced the tune, the
customer shouted “these
cats are all stars. ™ Henee
the All Stars.
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Reviews
Peter

BAD COMPANY: Can't
Get Encugh (Inland §191)
Keeping bad company ain't
~o had this single could
keep this highly promising
and tastgrowing band in
royaity income for a while
What can they not get
envugh of? “Tis love. Good
bard-driving sounds, »
powerful attack, and all at
a mind-grabbing mid

tempo beat. Good com
pany, more like. CHART
CHANCE

—

CANDEWICK GREEN:
A Little Love ( Dec
Who Do You
You Are was a
hit for the team
if anything. a
mare commercial
Harmony voices on a
persistent mid-tempo beat
ballad. It's not exactly
ambitious, but It's very
pleasant and stylish — full
sounding voices in places
strings mingling
useful

And a very

MIOK RONSON . SIupthtes
On 10th Avenue (RCA
Victor 5¢ Love Me
Tender wasn't loved
that is. Now this Richard
Rodgers' number from the
Ronson album of the same
title appears. Big, vibrant
guitar tones take the much
revered melody along, and
there are sundry in
strumental off-beat effects
also on the way. Despite
album sales, iUl surely
make the chart. Trouble is
that ! STILL go strong for
Love Me Tender! CHART
CERT

OLIFF RICHARD: (You
Keep Me) Hanging On
(EM1 2150). With forceful
plano behind him, and
girile chorus added in, this
is the kind of song and

THUNDERTHIGHS
Central Park Arrest
(Philips 6006  33%). The
three Indies have been on
Mott's Roll Away The
Stone, on ‘hl' \ulh Mick
Ronson, on Reod's
Walk On The \llld\ldv' -
and now Dari, Karen and
Casey are out on their own
They're three white Indies
contrary to rumours based
on their soul-laden sound
They've carned the respect
of many top names, from
Jerry Lee Lewis 1o Beck
Bogart and Appice. And
this debut was written by
Lynsey de Paul. Can't ask

for more CHART
CHANCE
THE JOOK: Bish, Bash

Bosh (RCA Victor 5024)
They're directly, com
mercial, full of life and this
single is both noisy and
potentially commercial
The vocal side is stron
than the instrumental
therein, and the thing that
comes over most strongly is
the group personalily
Which is quite likely a
tribule W Pprossee

Burgess ("‘Kr
CHMANCE.
RUBY: Some Day I Wil

Return (Chrysalis). Reck
oned to be one of the best
knees-up bands in the
business. Lead singer Rab
Munro leads the action,
and Is reported to be
something like a mixture of
R. Stewart and N. Holder
on stage. This single isn't
as fast as the bulld-up
might lead you to believe,
butl iU's very promising,
possibly chart-action, and 1
jook to their album Red
Crystal Fantasies to add
more welght CHART
CHANCE.

LARRY CUNNINGHAM:
Good Old Country Music
(Country I11). This guy Is
trish, very popular in the
country field, and is now
being recorded In Nash
ville, Tennessee. He's also
RRM's top Brilish solo
performer, as voled in the
recent country poll. This
up-tempo country song, full
of jJoy-of-hoedowning is a
very likely charter, banjo
and all. CHART CERT.

SMIFFY: See You lLater
(Litle Baby Love) (An
tic). Peter Smith is the first
to be released on Dave
Dee’s label brainchild
Idea is to go for the
stralght-commercial items,
and this one fits the bill
It's a full-built production
with all the usual noises,
and a walking-rhythm and
Smiffy s responsibie for
song. singing, arrange
ment and production, Lack
of pame value may deter:
bul Peter L. Smith may hit
W first time. CHART
CHANCE.

DAVID ESSEX:
(CBS 2176). David wrote
both sides — further
evidence that he's a better
writer than some many
give him credit for. With a
moody show-type opening,
voices and rasping in
strumentation, this one
gets off to obvious-hit
status from the first few
bars. Duvid's voice sounds
echo-y, and it's got a finger.
clicking, West-Side-Story
sort of presentation. That
he sings with complete
confidence is to understate
it — he's thoroughly in
charge. It's just about his
track record so far album
and all — that's my view.
The production is am
bitious but not overdone
CHART CERT.
—_—

« : Hurricane Coming
(Rak 172). No reference o
Hurricane Smith, so far as
one can judge. But it's
another first-rate perform
ance from one of the most

America

mass-talented
aggregations around. It
may miss the charts

because it's not directly

the Brii 1R, but

pummelling percussion
and the volces chanting —
could be a surprise
too. CHART CHAN
THE PEARLS: Gullty
(Bell 1352). These ladies
have so nearly made the
charts in the past. It's a
bounce-along piece, pretty
well predictable once you
get into the theme of being
found gullty of grievous
grievous crime of '‘‘pass
ion”, and there's a clipped
rhythm which pushes it
along. Not, by any means,
a sure-fire bet but it
deserves at least a
CHART CHANCE.

SACHA DISTEL: Oh My
Joe (Polydor 2058 465). Ah
hah, the old Frenchman's

charm, and fifty million
French ladies can't be
wrong. Song has been

much featured by Sacha on
telly guest-spots, and Is
written by the highly
commercial trio of Tony
Macaulay with the Rogers
Greenaway and Cook
Very, very amiable roman-
te stuff indeed. CHART
ERT.

PAUL BRETT: Seho Jack
(Bradleys). In his various
personnel switches — he's
basicaly with Dave Griff-
iths now — Paul has gone
for quality acoustic sounds,
and has always insisted on
ringing the changes as
much as possible in terms
of material. This single is
up-tempo, bright, alert and
nice

THE KOP CHOIR: let's
All Go To Wembley (EMI)

Mussed footballing voices
on a cha-cha rhythm for &

change. And. of cours
hey did get lo Wembie

DEBBIE DAWN: there

Goes  That Song Again;
Hands (Warner Bros K
16384). Get ready . . . 'cos

if you can imagine the
Shangri-Las singing
"“Those Were The Days™
like Marie Osmond, this is
gonna be your meat!
Debbie Dawn, the 19.year
old daughter of the sherrif
of Sonors, Northem Cali-
fornia, and ex-wife of a
lumberjack, was dis
covered by Britain's
peripatetic Andy Wickham
and Inn (“After The Ball'")
Whitcomb, the latter of
whom wrote both sides of
this. Kitsch about sums
them up. On top, Debbie's
doing the European Tour
with her chums from
Kansas when “that song
again’’ helps her fall for o
romuntically doomed
young man in Vienna, and
— as she tells us in a husky
monologue — *it was in his
winter lodge that he told me
he'd only & month to live''
Uh-huh, there sure ain't no
one quite like him in
nsas! The strongly
untry-fied flip Is that
ous marching an-
masveul@s the striking
ro, which I wrote about
some time ago. Now all
those who enquired about it
can hear the full filth, as
Debbie in Tammy Wynette
style tells about the parts of
the male anatomy which
“‘the hottest touch in town"’
will soon be holding! PICK
OF THE WEEK.

—_—
CHIGAGO: Byblos: (I've
Been) Searchin' So Long
(CBS 2245) Here's the
jazzily Latin-ish Steely
Dan-type fipside that 1
raved about recently. It
doesn’t completely over.
shadow the official A-side,
a stolidly adventurous slow
bullder with high-flying
harmonies over the brass,
but it's certainly a whole lot
more fun. USIC pick.

1KE AND TINA TURNER:
Sweet Rhode Island Red
(UA UP 35650). Too frantic

fans, the Tumers’ Febru-
ary-recorded newie finds
Tina feeling like a funky.
chicken 0 a tearaway beat
and synthetic weazlings.

or

:lM!Y CONWELL: Ciga-
retie Send Hand
Happin (Contempo-
Raries CS 9001). If
memories are correct, this
attractive Fred Smith-type
instrumental bealer was
the backing- lrl(l to
Richard Te ““That
Bealin' Rhythm' IM the
Trips' ‘Thor- s That
Mountain”, and came out
not that long ago on a
President label. Its flipisa

good and nu“&aulml vocal
slowle

THE MAS Theme From
“M+A+8S+H" (Suicide Is
Painless);: The
M+A+S+H March (OBS
1872). Re-issue time as the
beautifully evocative Sim
on & Gunfunkelish theme
from the film comes out

you loved the movie enough
to see it three times and get
the soundtrack album, like
1 did! Suicide is painless,
go the lyries, and in fact
Painless was the nick
nnme of the camp’s dentist,
who went through a mock
suicide ceremony because
he was upset about his
virility. . and bordering
on bad taste, suicide is
rumoured to huve been the
cause of BOBBY BLOOM's
recent sad death: Bobby's
““Montego Bay'' and

“Heavy Makes You Hap
py" have been re issued
back toback to
(P

cash in
ydor 2001519).

riously ignored DANNY
O'KEEFE's lazily laia-
back  beauty m 192,
“Good Time Charlie’s Got
The Blues™ (Signpost SGP
757), THE BYRDS' back
to-back classics “‘Mr,
Tambourine Man™ and
A210), and VEN-HULRS
SON' 1967 US hit/UK miss
~ which became the basis
of his future style and
muuh as lrr\h today as it

l-irl on
REVIVED 45 P

JACKSON FIVE: The

Man. Don't Let
Baby Catch You
(Tamla Motown TMG 8§95)
While “Dancing Machine™
gives them their first US
Top S hit In yonks, the JS for
some reason known only to
EMI get lumbered with an
older album track here —
it's an Innocuous light-
hearted beater with some
catchy vocal work, clapp-
ing breaks and a bit of
bounce. My copy's prac-
tcally pink and white from
the reconstituted false teeth
pressed in with the black
vinyl, so the crisis must be
biting deep, folks. The
trickily funky flip is rather
good

ROBERT KNIGHT: Better

Get Ready For Love:

Somebody's Baby (Monu-

ment MNT 2274). Accord-

ing to my spy Up North,

this strings and brass-
smooth

James
Hamilton

(Bell 1350).
on his Inst delightful LP
started the trend, and now
the dear boy has gone the
whole hog, doing a truly
great revival of the anclent
Inkspots oldie, complete
with a gloriously nostalgie
backing of harmeonica
helped “‘Palm Court™
music straight from the
1930s! His voice retains s
quavering breathiness
while sounding more
confident than ever, and it
seems obvious that he
really loves this kind of
thing . . . asdol! After it's
been a hit, maybe Island
will even repromote the
similar but otally ignored
treatment by Sandy Denny
of the Inkspots’ ““Whis.
pering Grass™ (WIP 6176),
as both are equally lovely

. naughty
sings his own rather nios
and completely modern
dend slowie which he
passes off innocently
enough, although hip
sniffers will be reading
between the lines. NOS-
TALGIA PICK.
—_—

TOSRY _DARIN: M
Monday (MoWest
3014). A live treatment
the late great (and he WA
great, despite the fashion-
able slagging of modern
pop punmu hung up on
Rock ‘n' Roll purity)
trouble is, this lsn't as good
as his original recording’s

treatment. The Fals
Domine flip is dis
appointingly weak

SAMI JO: Tell Me A Lie
(MGM 2008406). This
Sandy Pasey-ish chick was
recorded at Muscle Shoals,
where the Soul folk go, and
her resultant slowie was
bigger Pop than Country in
the US despite its more
obviously Country con-
nections

AFRICAN MUSIC MACH.
INE: Black Water Gold
(Pearl) {Contempo Raries
CS 9002) Re-issue of fairly
fallry recent Mojo funker

Shreveport,
Contempo's new revivak
cum-oldies Label are
obviously aiming It at
South, they've also
something the N

WEE WILLIE &
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GORDON LIGHTFOOT
3

wn. (Reprise K

58). Chart-storming
Jacks reckons
jordon Lightfoot is
ne REAL Cana
rstar. Cer

A8 & spot-on

r flawless

deliber

Palchy Lightfoot

On six-string or twelve-
siring he's a falr

enough guitarist

Though there are some
outstanding songs, this
isn't by any means his
best album. It's patchy
and somehow In

decisive and here_and
there woolly. But he
has some tremendous
back-up men, including
drummer Jim Gordon
and Red Shea on a
variety of gultars from
assical to electric. PJ

Including the E

ABBA
W EPC 80179
Waterioo s over for the
wWinners, Abba, and they've won

best known
produced by Allen
Toussaint is grade A
lancin’ music and a must
for rock purists. P.H

Crappa

FRANK ZAPPA
Apostrophe (Disereet K
9201) O.K. Frankie baby
ain't it just about time you
hung up yer guitar and call
it a day?' You've been
trotting out the same jazs
tinged rock und lavatorial
humeour for the last seven
veurs at least and
frankly it's all we '
bit thin. If you kiddies out
there rejoice in verbal
diarrhoea and pathetic
backed by superbly
played but average mate
rial then this is your
fodder

numbers

satire

(o8

Abba in harmony

It looks as if the

There's

battle of
Swedish Eurovision Song Contest
The single of Waterioo Is &
smash all over the continent and this album i top of the
Swedish singies charts. For its release over here the re
tumpany are taking off the Swedish version of Waterloo
putting in i place, Ring, Ring, which was & hit all ever
Europe excopt Britain last year

ord
nd

12 wongs in il
glinh version of Waterioo and close harmony
es. Abba wrote the numbers on their

< | think that if Britain
ont for the New Seekers,
s a nice MOR album whioh should

the first side — Break The
Rules which tronioally, Is
Quo's next single. The frst
two tracks, Back water and
l-\.'hlp Me sound mellow

comparison. This is an
Important album for the
‘boogle boys' - they
obvisusly had to follow up
the number ane sicoem of
Hello. Drifting Away, the
Inst track on the first side,
Is In my mind the mest
constructive and tightost
number with Rossl, Parfitt
and Lanoasier all grinding
home their respective lines
for the first tme an
enthusiastic fashion. It's &
healthy follow-up and

STATUS QUO

Quo (Vertigo 9102 o01),
Scems  unusual but you
don’t seem o realise it's
Status Quo playing until
You reach the third track on

certainly more adventur
ous than anything the've
done before. J. B.

SWEET

t Funny Adams (RCA

Can

you tell

the
difierence?

1 503%). This album
has been a long ¢ in the
making and encompasses
eve changes in direc

tion for the
une thing straight,
going to slag this
se M d 't
gging. It's well pl
d and

A wanted to
roduce an album that one
ould put on the record
er and defy anyone to
you who it was for the

n not
album

CAROL GRIMES
1Ca
off
o Nashville 1 record this
hat

on. s toones and the playing on
e e the album is shart
S ATy Bar, o Series i ity
track: 36 is Merble's Buttrey's heartbeat

drumming setling (he

cloquent reading of the okl That 1 think is the

Procol Harum ."'-‘L.

w:"' snsle Of Carol often sounds as
wed. though she is going 1o tall ©
I think she

t" needs & somewhal looser

. backing. Carping though

Soothing Scoty

COLIN SCOT
Out Of The Blue ~ Warner
Bros Késam

back before its refease and
to be quite honest [ didn't
rate i1 much. | thought
Seoty’s singing was shakey
and his contemporary
music sounded a little
hollow in places. Then |
another play late
t and | must have
something of It
I stuck it on twice

first three tracks, then they
have succeeded — but is
that & good thing? This is
1ly & heavy album
p Purple or Queens
a couple of popier

since
Tracks like Smije and Blue
are very soothing for that

time of the night and
there’s some nice blues in

things thrown in for good My Baby Left Me Seuly
measure. They dish up »  doesn't do a bad inter
a heavy metal riffs pretation of the Strawbs

Man Who Called
Himself Jesus, but there's 4
iot to be desired from many
of the other tracks Scoty.
currently on tour with the
Strawbs, hasn'l got the
right ingredients yet for &
star album, but he shows
'S potential R H

. The

¥
well played with lots of ni
tion Wwuches thrown

in to add a bit of variety. |
Just wish that the lnds
would decide whery they
waunt o und go there all
. otherwise they might
find that they've blown it

«

Rich success

CHARLIE RICH
Tomorrow Night — (F
h's style to register wit

"A 0258). It took time for Charlle
the general public, and then
lenly after years of effort — in music ranging from jazz to
k to country — he made It This album comes hot on the
ccess and incl Is Goodbye That Easy To Say
Grass [s Always Greener. The voice Is confident and
t; the arrangements simple and direct and often
River Stay Away From My Door is a particularly
nd Big Boss Man fits the Rich style well. Of
just for country addicts. P.J

moving

good sampler
wide appeal; n

Heard In high places

CARAVAN AND THE penned along with Eroup
NEW SYMPHONIA OR members Richard Cough
CHESTRA lan, and Dave Sinclair

m SML R1110), For The alby was recorded
aravan have be live at London's Drury

Lane Theatre last
aptures that liv

hose bubblir

bands. Their nar
heard in high placesb phere. All credit to Sim
heir music Well, all t Jeffs who wrote

ing o be introduction plece
the release played a large part in
Guitarist Pye arrangements. This is
hines through as a prolific ust another rock band
composer on this album trying to do a Nice or Deep

{ the five tracks Purple, this is Caravan

Mirror For The Day doing their own thing and

Virgin On The Ridicu doing it well

and two more he

KH

his own

Spark
snuffed

BOBBY BLUE BAND

His California Album
Probe SPE 1088). Thisisa
classy production with the

APLI Nesmith

turmed out to be the most

accent on “‘production honest member of that
Bobby gets the L. A ‘

treatment ace session

musicians and tight ar

rangements, the sort of back in the Sixties; he even
background any singer

should show up well

against. Trouble Is even

with someone as

snarlinglingly bluesy as
the Hiland kid, all this
studio perfection tends
towards a rather universal
indistinet end product

/ 428 x
Complete Presiey

ELVISPRESLEY

Good Times — (RCA Vielor M13). El opens with Take Good
Care Of her, which features his Wriured veice. Lovely
languid countrysiyle srrangement, and voeal scoom-
paniment from J. D. Sumner and the Stamps, who are doep
into Gospel terrilory, and it shows. Another slowle follows,
Loving Armys, then up-tempo excilemont with 1 Got A Feelin"

In My Body — no doubting what the
Voice, presumably a group, joins in with
one is vintage Elvis — terrific
form pretty well throughout. 've Get A
Baby, which opens side two, should (of
chart - topper. Big dramas,

through My ) Eyos is » bit

- b mn:

all comes right the
Not the greatest of Prosley
completenoss about it, and same of the

exceptional. P.J.

streisand In control

BARBRA STREISAND
the Way We Were — (CBS
7). In
“w'uwer — full of flair

from mov|
e and Barbra
also moves sometimes

P
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American news . . . American news

LIZA Minneiti

to sia

igne
forthcoming

:.Tn.m b

motion pletupe,
DAVID ESSEX flew America which he Essex is in the States ky Lady, which will b
Into Los Angeles this wrote in L A, San Primarily o promote “Lam her first ‘Al PG SEES
week where he made a  Francisco, New York,  forme am ‘pomplele scones Cabarsl W
promotion film for his and on flights between For the latter he flew to km"‘":“ ‘r‘“‘”:"::l:r! for &
new British single, these cities Florida whefe he filmed a Pha . Wart Backarach
soquence al an open air has opened A motor inn I8
concert in West Palm Heach Kast Norw L.L He'N
The concert was an actual shtertain for pals at &
ane being given by the J glamour opening”’ on June
Geils Band and it was ¢ with a piano recital on the
xplained 10 the crowd that Inwr Gary Glitler
Lssex was nol appearing as tars in movie - for - TV
himself, Dot as Jim A rock star
Maclaine, the leading caping killers. Show will
character of Stardust and be .,',_4 TV drama in stereo
That'll Be The Day imulcast Johnny
Nash starving in “Love Is
sn”n'"a"l Not A Game, film shot in
ones filme T
t ¢ Nash's hits
NY: Ladies and Gentlemen Sugar, Biteh, Gimme Shel Ilﬂllll ,',‘f,“"‘,",‘.:,.i'y,.rhl. A rock
The Rolling Stones is the ter, Dead Flowers, Happy AUSTRALIAN composer ,‘,,.f.' as Suzi Quatre and
plle of the movie about the  and Tumblin’ Dice lacking | performer Rick Springfield Denny Doherty lunches were
Rolling Stones” 1972 Ameri the punch and excitement | made his American stage held the same day at Freneh
can tour, which previewed  which usually typifies the | gebut at Mollywood's famed restaurants on the same
here last week for a limited  Stones’ music Troubndour und after the rtreet. Meirose Avenué

engagement before it em Jagger is beginning w0100k - | (how was congratulated by Mth Dimension honoured
barks on a national lour. old, and the band sounds fellow Australians (left to May 24 at L. A. League of

Rather than being a tired. Maybe by having to right), Olivia Newton-John, Allied Arts dinner
remake or an update of  concentrateonthemusicand | in the U.$. for a series o Billy. Don't Be A Hero at 38
Gimme Sheller minus the the performance. you start to srt and television “charts by Bo Dunaldson
murder, it is a filmed concert  think that their fire is out, rances, Peter Gor nd The Heywoods anu-

consisting of the 15 songs  and you begin to wonder Ifin | miey. Olivia's manager, sod _,,‘m at 100
thal the Stones performed  fact they are, ““The Greatest R P 1l Righteous nr-n—n.
during their last visit tothese  Band In The Land,” like Bl Medley and Bobby

shores withoul the extra they're cracked up to be Hatfied, Ate Baek

BO DONALDSON AND THE

YWOODS: Billy, Don't
Be A Hero (ABC 11435)
Currenlly winning the Chart

race in America (up 19 to 3%

as opposed to Paper Lace
dow 4 1o D), Bo an the
by ery slightly speed up
the mig use a somewhat
pe hanica
whist natead Lace's
irritating te acoording
real thing, and
tne part that was half
wa decent aboul the
origt they completely
Joose the soulful session
singing chick 's voice. So, the
resull must be pretty much
like Paper Lace's own “live
version. Now for some good
s

DON COVAY : It's Hetter
Have (And Don't Ne
(Mercury 73469). Ole ~ Super
Dude’ is back with a joyfully
whomping, stomping. boun

cy beat and a strong Gospel
feel 1o his “you know, | can't
get no maore satlst,
ton” (the last word by a
walling Gospel group) new
RA&H hit, currently at 64 with
a bullet. Mmmm, mmm'

WILLIAM BELL: Gettin
What You Want (Losin’ What
You Got) (Stax STA 0198)
With a similar sort of
message to Don's, Willlam is
another veteran Soulster
caing well with his latest (at
60 KA with a bullet)

simply Soulful slowie
slinkily sold by Bill and sorme
chix, which puls over
ancther version of Uhe
Jody story

BOBEI HUMPHREY: (Ow
cago, Damn (Blue Note BN
AXWISW). Female flautist
Ms. Humphrey has been
gamering fans through her
last two fashionably easy
listening. yel midly funky
instrumental albuma
From the lalesl, “Hiacks
And Blues,™ comes Uhis
chunky slow tricky rhythm
rumbler features a

male vocal group seiting the
scene for her tootling Nute
and for even more synthetic
weazlings to make #f ultra
chic. She sings on the
fipside slowie, too. Just Into
the RAB 50 at 49, and
bubbling under Pop at 108

RUFUS T uucx The

) A 0192)
Hey y'all Prince Rufus in
town! He got a brand new
s pet down, UH! Which
eems as good an In
troduction as any to some of
the more recent hunks of
Funk thal have been goin'
down

AN RRM exclusive
prvice bringing you
the first

and
uUs
yet

news
of hot
not

reviews

releases

avallable in the UK

KOOL & THE GANG
Hollywood Swinging (De
Lite DEP 561). A dis
appointment after their
great “Jungle Boogie,”

Gang's newie is a rather dull
and impact less monotonous
4:35 of loose chanting over a
brassy rhythm track of mo

greatl urgency however

U's &t 2¢ with a bulld RAB
tto Pop
RIFPFLE wi

Water (GRC 1013). Recrived

e and %0 now

of the RAB

Dee Ervin

d wukka-wukka

has a driving

and some good

rasping, throaty vecal

interplay (hat makes it a bit
like a funky version of the
Family Stone wilh & fow
brassy twiddles fram Nor

man Whitfieid
TRIBE: Tribe (abe ABC
1)

Also produced by

neous footage 1o make you
think that you're anywhere
bul in the orchestra of
Madison Square Garden
The concept of the film is
quite simple and captivat
ing. focusing on the music
and performance rather
than the overriding sociolo-
gical significance. Because
of this, the movie is as good
or bad as the Stones were the
night they were filmed. It
starts out slowly, with the
first six numbers, Hrown

Dee Ervin, Tribe dedicate
their latest to themselves
(remember their last goodie,
“Koke™?). This time it's &
husky vocal, but still with
Jots of instrumental rhythm
Slipping slightly to 58 R&B
TRANSLATLANTIC
JOTTING the
ll' ACH N)\\ mnl THREE
G NIGHT have joined
nm AGO in being managed

b JAMES WILLIAM

ERCIO . SAM PHIL
LIPS and RAY HARRIS
(this flem for Rockabilly

freax') are sueing Playboy
Music alleging a breach of
their producing contract
with the firm specula
tion about the retum of old
style ‘‘Bandstand’’ Pop
shows to TV is mounting
following a recent court
ruling SUZI QUATRO
evidently went down ex
ceptionaily well as a last
minute opening act for a
GRAND FUNK spectacular
at Madison Square Garden
those ““Top Pops™
type sound-alike
Woolworths style cover-ver
sion cheapo-cheapo LPs we
all know so well are finally
becoming the latest band-
wagon to hop aboard in the
US music bix but
veleran bag band leader,
ARTIE SHAW could upset
the sound-alikes If his case
agains! some carbon-coples
of his oldies is successful
the RIGHTEOUS
BROTHERS are recording
logether again, and looking
younger than ever with their
new fulty hairstyles
and finally, androgyny
schmodgyny. the new Guy
Rock Deams”
created art
BOWIE's next
Dogs™ album has DAVID as
half man, half beast the
whole ook ing mwumn;t,
like a flayed -nv,ﬂ mc
mont

member -nns-hmu me
surf’s an Capital!

-
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Barnaby

EA Ste
ANCING MACHINE The Jacksons Motown
THE ENTERTAINER, Marvin Mamlisch  MCA
BENNIE & THE Jus !lum Ca

THE SHOW MUST

('VE BEEN) SEARCH
Chicago Colum
MIONIGHTAT THE OASIS
Maris Muld,
T THING THAT EVER MAPPENED TO

Giadys Knight & THE Pips Buddah
HOOKED ON A FEELING Blue Swade Emi
YOU MAKE ME FEEL BRAND NEW

The Stybstics Avce
BAND ON THE RUN

Paul McCartney & Wings Capitel

$
lWON ‘ LAS' A DAY WITHOUT YOU
% P Williams. R Nichols, AGM 1621
cmu AND GET YOUR LOVE
one
N Y MY i g0 Sta
JUST DON'T WANT TO BE LONELY
'

oni Mitche!
OM VERY YOUNG Cat Stevans

DON'T vou vmuuv BOUT A THING

Stevie Tamia

" nAv! vo SAYILOVE YOU IN A souc

Jim Cro:

ron m( love or uo-zv

0°J: Philadeiphis International
LOOKIN FOR A LOVE

Bobby Womack nited Artists
nnnsuu WAS TO LOVE vou

arvin Gaye Motown

m( vAuAc: Pan 1)
Polydor
SUN“XI! Ol MY SHOULDER
John Denver RCA
KEEP ON SINGING Welen Reddy Capitol
MY GIRL BILL Jim Stattord MGM
M IN LOVE Arstha Frankin Atlantic
IGHTY M vv
Earth Wind & Colum
SEASONS IN 'N! w- wrry Jac
THE LORD'S PRAYER Sister Janet Mesd A.I
LETS GET MARRIED Al green
LEY IT RIDE Bachman Turner Dvnln‘l
Maercury
SUNDOWN Gordon Reprise
MOCKINGBIRD Carly Ssmon & James Taylor
Elekua
BILLY DON'T BE A HERO
80 Donsldeon & The Heywoods ABC
¥ You lOV! l( rL.! Mo Know)
Ofivia Now MCA
sunmnc Al m( END OF THE UINE
Big Tras
N vuv SPECIAL LOVE SONG
Char e Rich Epic

TOUCH A HAND MAKE A FRIEND

Staple Sengers
M A TRAIN Aibert Hammond
HOLLYWOOS SWrOS
CHAMELEON M-

SEEYE ¥ ¥ DE=

5882 & & ¢t & B2

l('?" - THE FAMLY
Lean Heywood

.El:llllﬂ‘:

upy

seusE & &

THE STING/SOUNDTRACK
CAT STEVENS

oV
GRANK FUNK Shinin’ O

on Capital
PAULMCCARTNEY & WINGS
Band On The Rlun A
ELTON JOWN s
Goodbye Yellowhrick 9 MCA
MIKE OLDFIELD Tubular Bells Vign
DOOBIE BAOTHERS

t Ware Once Vices

Are Now Mabits Warner Bros
mmuucmn
Court And Sp Asylum

STEVIE WONDER Innervisions
WAR War Live
ARETHA FRANKLIN

Tamis
Unstad Artimts.

Lat M In Your Lite Atlantie
MFSEe

Phusdeiphia tny
Open Our Eyes Columbie
BACHMAN TURNER OVERDRIVE Il Mercury|
THE SPINNERS Mighty Love e
Au(mCAn cuul"l i.won-n MCA
SEALSH C
Unborn cmm Warner Bras
CHARUIE RICH l!hm‘ Cloasd Doors
HERBIE HANCOCK nters  Colum

Mo
THREE DOG NIGHT Merd Lsber
CNARLIE RICK

ory Spacial Love Son
Deer FURPLE Bun e

Wers
JiM CrOCE Vou Don't Muss
Around With
JIM CROCE | Qol AName
MELEN REDD
Love Song Ou dutirey

STEELY DAN Protzel
FRANK ZAPPA Apost
auovs KNIGHT & e

DONALD IVﬂD

"

GORDON ucnvioot Sundo "

O JAYS Shy Aboy Philadelahia muun
wN Polydor

JAMES RR * Pavbach
ROBIN TROWE

Bridge Ot Sighs

BILLY JOEL Piane Man
PINK FLOYD

e Dark Side of the Moan
MOTT THE HOOPLE
The W

EMER LAKE & PALMER
Brain Saled Sur,
'MI 0' PO

Sach
Love unumm ORCHESTRA
h White

lm ll'o"l Boogie Down
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Rubettes: suave image

So mally you only formed
up for the sake of the single ?

Originally we did, but
there's such tremendous
talent in the band and we
know we can do a good stage
acl, so we're taking it
serfously and going to see it
through. Actually the other
numbers we recorded might
fome oul on an album
We've already got a follow

Itching

What! Thinking of an
album already?

If the single becomes a
big hit and our second single
sclls then we'll make an
album and go on the road —
"cos we're all Rehing o get
out on the road

I'll be worth hearing us
Cos we've 30 much talent in
the band, so we'll be doing a
few dance routines (o make it
worth watching. We're into
the Sha Na Na Na thing. We
fancy the suave image; the
kids have been used to seeing
bands dressing indiv idually,
80 we're going to be different
and dress alike,

Vein

1 admire what Dave
Berry used to do, that was
amazing o me. The kids
don’t know Dave he's lost to
them. I'm not saying I'm
going 10 nick a few things off
him — just pick a few things!
Like the slow motion bit. *

Did he find it _painful all
that high singing?

‘No, not at all. I can adapt
myself to sing anything
People say that I've got a
high voice, but I'd like to
think I've got a bit of soul. "

Will their follow-up be in

the same vein as Sugar
Baby?

““The same ingredients will
be there,” he replied, ** ‘cos

that's what the public want

A

that's why they bought this
for all the bits that
Mind you, | don't
I'd like to do four
records on the trot exactly

the
supposedly better, we have a
few bub bub hoo waddies in,
‘cos that's what the public
associate us with,

same. The next one is

The name Rubetien strikes
me as being hilariously
funny. How did they gel the
name”

Serious

"It was thought up by
Wayne Bickerton (who alse
. It conjours
up lots of different ima, A
male Ronettes, a Tamia
Motown band — | never
thought of it as & joke — just
a good sparkling name

8o they're being serious
about the whale thing

“I've been In the business
for elght years and a sesston
musician for three of those

Obviously 1've had
recdrds out before — I've
tried at the charts. In fact
the drummer and myself
formed a duo and had a top
fifty record about three
years ago with our version of
The Long And Winding
Road. Bul this is & chance
that every session guy wails
for. We believe this & going
to work for us

Backing

If you happened to have
attended any of Barry Riue's
recent British dates, then
without realising It you
would have seen most of the
Rubettes, for they were
chosen 1o back Harry on his
first tour

The reat of the lads making
up the Rubettes consist of
Tony Thorpe who plays
guitar, drums, plano; Peter

Amisson keyboards; Mick
Clarke bass gultar, per
cussion. harmonica; John

Richardson drums, guitar
harmonica, and Bill Hurd on
keyboards

Genny Hall

SSSSSSSSSSIINNNS

. Stafford: a

BEAUTIFUL
RECORD., that Spiders
And Snakes, by Jim
Stafford. Sounds an
interesting guy, that
Jim Stafford. Worth
checking on his official
hand-out puff-style
American biography.

Says here: ‘“He's & rare
talent, a true original His
musicianship is impeccable
as singer, songwriter and
guitarbanjoist. And his
natural wit is inseparable
from his music

He has the Southern-bred
charm, soft drawl and easy
koing manner that charac
terises s0 many of his show-
business landsmen. "'

Aw, ¢'mon What about the
guy HIMSELF. What
manner of man is he
factually speaking Well, a
bloke on the Miani Herald
says: “He's perhaps the
brightest new performer in
the business — he's that
Rood and best of all,
everything is his own.

There's quile a bit of that
~ Quotes from the crities.

talent

Somebody sald that he
should be calied ‘“The Victor

Borge of the guitar.
Now what about Jim
Stafford himself” As a

r of tact, be started on
[ when he was 4. Grew
up In Florida. Worked with
the Grand Ole Opry In
Nashville, Tennessee. In
Atlanta, Georgia, he worked
in a vocal duo. Five years
ago he went solo. He works
in places like Chicago's Mr.
Kelly's and Washinglon’'s
Celiar Door, and picks up the
rave reviews ‘his ma-
terial, original, often borders
on the brilllant =

Then he signed with MGM.
First single, Swamp Witch,
was in the US top forty
Spiders And Spnakes, &
simple ditty of courting
customs, is that much
bigger

On ane teily show, Jim was
asked ‘' ‘Would you consides
oursell a Ir'pu
gl‘mi “Well, I'm sort of &
cross between & hick and a

rare

hippie. | guess you might
call me a hickie.

And he says: 1 competed
on the Ted Mack Amateur
Hour, bul I guess | didn’t win
thatl It's ten years now, and
1 haven't heard from them.
In tact, the last five years |
haven't even been checking
the mail!

Nice line in humour, then
He says his big influenc:
have been Mark Twain and
Edgar Allen Poe. Says: "I ’
love & good story. Thal's
what I try 1o do in my
— build a good story.

That's the end of the




RS VIWE @ TNV TTrewes UResSaEm

MaiilMan

Peter Dignam answers your letters. Write to RRM, 7 Carnaby Street, London W1V 1PG

S0 here we are again
Chimpoids, an’tit seems
that Doctar John Dire
Reattic's Remendies aren't
exsctly everybody's me
dincine show. So, instead of
P. Dignam's travelling ego
show and his technicolour
pevertarama, we've gonna
have just a plain old
Iynchin’. First crack of the
bull whip goes to Kathy
Pope
Dear Mr. John Beatty

1 feel that you must be at
least fifty, when you can
write about the Mud's
performance in such a way
as printed in this week's
Record and Radio Mirror
1 attended the performance

at the “Rainbow’ myself
and 1 thought it was
fantastic! My boy friend

who attended with me, who

Mud fan, also
they were very
though he likes
»oobie Bros. . and
Yan (and so do 1)
{ that in future,
ve this kind of

nt for the
ation, who it
and yourself
something more in
your line

1 EXPECT YOU GET

YOUR TICKETS SUP
| PLIED FREE

is not a

thought

Brain
stops

IN THE ¥FU
ND THEM ON

Kathy Pope (aged 16).
55 Anderson Road,
Hackney, . 9 6HH

Dear Batty Beatty

There now follows a
review of one of your
reviews, which I might add
that I found lo be an utter
load of crap. NO' Don't
screw this letter up. 1 think
you could do with a little
friendly criticism, after all
you seem (o be very free
with it yourself

The review in gquestion
was rather brightly en
ttled Mud Slinging. First
nole of complaint, com
parisons: ‘Rob Dav 't
another Eric Clapi
Apart fro the bad
grammar, Eric is a
musician whereas Rob is
an entertainer, so they can
hardly under the

jeorge Formby in dis
guise, etc.’ Just in case you
didn't happen to have your
glasses on at the time, I'lIl
tell you that Formby
plucked the banjo, whereas
Rob plays the guitar. Yes
it really was a guitar, he

does play It, and doesn‘t
‘pluck those ever 30 basie
chords. * 1f you think you're
80 clever, why not try
playing it yourself and
passing grade three in
classical gultar

Les Gray is not Elvis
and I'd like to wager that if
anything he is thinner than
the king. The hairs on his
chest suit some people fine
you're probably only
Jealous because you
ven'l gol any of your
own. (True M. M. ).

Next we have more futile
comparisons, this time with
the Stones, Steppenwolf
and Nilsson. Again, Mud
are completely different
from these three. 1 must
also point out that their
‘silly stage image’ has
helped bring them three
gold discs and thousands of
new fans

It is quite obvious that
you must have had ear
plugs in, so you couldn't
have d any of the songs
anyway. Quote: Mr. Gray
announced the encore by
saying it was No 1 in the
charts. ‘You didn’t bother
(o listen after that did you?
1f you did you would have
heard him add ‘Except for
the BBC', and If you had
listened after that, you'd
have heard some boos from
the audience!

You say ‘look before you

leap’, well 1 suggest you
listen before you speak in
future

No. 1 Fan, Susan §.
London

P.S. If you haven't
heard Les singing Teddy
Bear you haven't lived!

(Phew! And more again)

Why oh why do you
always have to find fault
with the people you write
about? I'm referring to
your revolling annoying
incredible, unbelievable
article about the most
fantastic guy in pop loday,
the gorgeous Barry Blue
Just because you don't
like him you think that you
a i fault with
everything he does, wears

says. Well, listen ‘ere
mate, you got another think
coming

1 am positive there were
more than & dozen people
there, and why shouldn’t
Barry's fans be allowed o
drink, all his fans aren’t ten
years old you know, | for
one am sixteen

As for saying that he
resembles Donny, and
Cassidy, please don’t
degrade him.

He's only had (hree
singles out under Barry
Blue, and you are pufting
him down already. I just
don't know where you get
the nerve you two-faced
camel, ya make me sick
Jjust to think about you, and
if 1 ever see you in
Nottingham or anywhere,
I'm gonna kick your head
in. I bet you didn’t have to
pay a quid to get in, too
busy crawling round folk
wereya?

A faithful
Barry Blue fan.
Mansfield Woodhouse
Nottingham

And the hits just keep ‘n
comin’ ..

John Beattie Is obviously
a small-minded, ignorant,
over-pald Idiol. After
reading his article on Elton
John's involvement with
Watford F.C I am
convinced of it

The ground Is not called
The Vicarage, butl Vicar
age Road Ground, the team
is The Hornets, not the
Wasps, who are a rugby
team. The ground does not
stick out like a ‘sore thumb’
and is far less of an eyesore
than the ‘elegant villas''
which surround i (I've
been living in the area 14
years, and I've yel to see
one. )

As for saying Elton's
waistiine looked ‘rather
outrageous’, what a cheek'
When was the last tUme
John Beattie had the nerve
o be seen in a football kit?

Has Mr. Beattie ever
paid a visit to the centre of
the printing industry? If so,
he will have noliced that

life does not end there, and
if he hasn't been, it's about
time he had

By a little research, he
will find the club is in need
of help. Did Beattie see
Russell Harty interviewing
Elton” He would have
found that Elton N
supported Watford for
ears, and is giviag
financial su o the
club because of his genuine
concern, and not for
publicity or glamour

Jane Leftwich.

Coldharbour Lane
Bushey,
Nr. Watford.

And ws = final medical
report we present

As | was atl the Rainbow
for Mud’'s wonderful,
fantastic concert, | ‘can
only say that John Beaitie
is a nasty, deafl, mean,
stupid, malicious PIG' He
needs his head examined’

Ll

Muod Fan.
(No address)

Y'all be feefin’ & might
better after that little

brain-bender,
wins the coveted Jelly Ou
Your Shoulder award for
being totally unimtetligible:

Hi, 1 just wanna say that
i's about Ume you had
some items on Zappa. Also,
I wanna say that your
paper fits my cats’ box and
he's just peed on it and
dropped dead®?

Just one more thing 1|
wanna say, that's if there's
a chick out there who Nkes
big juicy carrots, thes
write lo me ?? Than ks,

‘Sarsh Supersilk’.
37 Elizabeth House,
Albany Road,
Brentwood, Essex

A NEW British group
currently (rying to
promote themselves as
the first interpreters of
the American '‘Philly
Sound’’ are Scorched
Earth

They're & four-phece outfit
tronted by coloured vocalist
Lee Charies, with Peter Moss
and Pat King on lead and
bass guiltar respectively and
Teny Mcintyre on drums.

They haven't got much to
offer to the public at the
moment-in fact, the ve still to
make thelr first live
appearance but the Interest
stems from (heir debut
single, On The Run which s
probably the best grinding
funky sound |'ve heard from
2 British band in a long time

The single was heavily
featured as & Radlo Lux
‘power-play’ some weeks

phreaks

back and has received a few
plays on the ‘beeb’ bul like so
many records these days —
it hasn't had enough
nationwide alrplay to stir
any serious chart entry
Scorched Earth’s producer
and writer of the song is Ben
Findon — an enthusiastic
lyricist who has spent the
last couple of years
searching around for a group
to mateh up to his ideas —
Le. to make records “which
people in this country think
are done by American
vocalists and rhythm sec

Uons. ' He admits that he's
not too interested in the
British sound because the
material from across the
Atlantic “has so much more
feel to it

It all started as ltlle as
five months ago. Findon
knew the rest of the group as
experienced sesston men and
he found Charles drifting

around singing In London
clubs 1 was amazed by
the power of his voice,” he
says thoughtfully

We began to work on On
The Run which is basically a
black freedom song,” he
mys, “we tried to put down a
track to typity the current
mood so0 it's an aggressive
tune

‘It doesn’'t reflect the
problem because in the
second verse there's refer
ence to the Ku Klux Klan —
The idea of It really is that
the problem is over —
white and black heavies
have been defeated and the
moderates have won the day

thus the gangs of trouble
makers are On The Run_*'

One hangup was that the
record didn't tum out o be
commercial as

certain extent by already

preparing the follow-up of
which I'm told — "I much
more suited 0 the singles
market

‘‘Our main concern Is
getting the band an the road
soon,”” he adds, “It's gonna
be a pop-type band that the
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Gennevieve Hall was
bowled over by Sparks ‘
especially drummer ‘o ahi
Dinky Diamond’s 32
incher. But she man-
iged to tear her eyes
away long enough to us'i
clock Ron and Russel ®
Mael — the brightest of
the Sparks.

\\r. 1

In Next

Week’s RRM

THE GREAT
ONES:

Donny, Merrill,
Alan, Wayne, Jay,
Jimmy and Marie

— the fabulous

OSMONDS.

Top hit producer
RICHARD PERRY
talks about Ringo,
Streisand, Carly,

Nilsson — and drops
lots more names.

Hot-line to
DAVID CASSIDY:
The
TRUTH
about his
retirement
plans!

PLUS:

On the road with
STATUS QUO;
AND
regulars Chart

Parade and Radio
Waves, plus the
latest news, views
and reviews.
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