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Canada – U.S. Copyright Comparison 
 
 
ACTIVITY 
 

U.S. CANADA 

 
DIGITAL DELIVERY 
OF INTERLIBRARY 
LOANS    
 

 
A library can send an electronic 
copy of a journal article directly to 
the computer of a person requesting 
it, subject to limits on further 
copying and distribution. 
 

 
Copies of journal articles can 
only be delivered in paper 
format.  Electronic delivery 
requires permission and payment 
to the rights holder or a collective 
representing the rights holder. 
 

 
CLASSROOM 
PERFORMANCES 
  

 
Performances on radio, TV, and 
CD can be communicated 
electronically to students outside 
the classroom without permission 
or payment to the copyright owner. 
 

 
Performances on radio, TV, and 
CD cannot be communicated 
electronically to students outside 
the classroom unless permission 
is obtained and payment made to 
the copyright owner. 
 

 
CLASSROOM USE 
OF FILMS & 
VIDEOS 
 

 
Educators can show films and 
videos in the classroom without 
payment or permission. 
 

 
Showing films and videos in the 
classroom requires payment to 
rights holders. 
 

 
FAIR DEALING FOR 
TEACHING 
 

 
Fair use for the purpose of teaching 
permits the use of portions of any 
work, including a work on the 
Internet, and includes posting 
portions of a work on a restricted 
access Web site for students. 
 

 
Fair dealing is not permitted for 
the purpose of teaching. 
 

 
FAIR DEALING FOR 
PHOTOCOPYING 
 

 
Making multiple copies of a work, 
including class sets, is fair use. 
 
 

 
Making multiple copies of a 
work, including class sets, 
requires payment to rights 
holders represented by a 
collective.  Revenues of this 
collective in 2003 were $26.9 
million, most of which was paid 
by educational institutions. 
 

 
 
 


